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The new Mennonite Brethren Church on Kingsford Ave. near Henderson 
Highway, North Klldonan, Manitoba. 

Dedication of N.ew Church 
It was the culmination of years 

and months of planning and build
ing when on Sunday, Sept. 29 the 
newly-constructed N. Kildonan M. 
B. Church building was dedicat
ed to the Lord. Rev. W. Falk, pastor 
of the church, led the service. Rev. 
J. H. Quiring, pastor of the Wink
ler M. B. Church and Rev. A. H. 
Unruh were the guest speakers. 
Dedicatory prayers were spoken 
by Rev. H. Janzen, Rev. A. H. Un
ruh and Rev. W. Falk. The main 
auditorium of the church and the 
balcony were filled to overflowing 
and a goodly number were seated 
in the lower auditorium. 

The building is beautifully, con
structed and features an elaborate 
lighting system, and adequate vem:
ilation. It is 132 feet long of which 
the back part is 78 feet wide and 
houses a two-storey educational 
building . in which 3 departments 
have individual assembly halls with 
adjoining classrooms. The main 
auditorium is 60 feet I' wide and 
together with the balcony seats 
approximately 1000. The lower 
auditorium can seat 400 at tables. 
The rest of the basement includes 
a spacious kitchen, a library, choir 
room and some more rooms used 
for Sunday School. The building, 
together with the lot and inside 

furnishings has so far cost $186,000 
and anothe, $3,000 are needed to 
complete it. Of these amounts al
most $65,000 has been contributed 
so far by members of the church 
and $117,5000 have been loaned. 

The North Kildonan M .. B. Church 
was organized in 1928 when ii had 
a membership of 30 and today 
numbers 525. The first place of 
worship was built in 1929 a modest 
22 'x 32' building costing $755. Ad
ditions were made 5 times since 
then. A few years ago a lot near 
Henderson Highway was purchased 
on which the new building was 
constructed. The sod-turning cer
emony took place on August 9, 
1956. The construction of the ruild
ing was in charge of the building 
committee under, the chairmanship 
of Rev. A. A. Kroeker. 

' In the forenoon of the dedication 
Sunday the congregation assembled 
outside the building. The key to 
the building was handed over to 
Rev. W. Falk by a member of the 
building committee after which the 
ministers, deacons, choir and the 
whole congregation filed into the 
church. The forenoon was a praise 
and worship service. Rev. V. Toews, 
instructor at the M. B. Bible Col
lege spoke appropriately on the 

(Continued on page 4-1) 

Motors Will Replace Chaco 
Oxcarts Tomorrow 

By Herman Konrad* 
MCC Paraguay 

The Chaco, Paraguay.-Si:rice my 
last report from the Trans-Chaco 
road in Paraguay, we've had lots 
of activity to keep us occupied. 

The important factor, the weath
er, has been favorable so we can't 
complain for lack of work. 

New machinery arrived. Latest 
additions are a motor crane, fuel 
tanker, ripper, roller, TD18 and 
trucks. The rock crusher has been 
set up to speed t_he graveling pro
cess. 

One of the colony boys is learn
ing how to operate the well drill
ing rig so we will have closer ac
cess to good water instead of haul
ling it from the city. 

We have reached the stage where 
practically all our machine oper
ators are now local boys, either 
Paraguayans or fellows from Men
nonite colonies. It's a big step from 
the ox and horse type of work they 
have grown up with to the handling 
of these large . construction ma
chines. 

Missing Mudholes 
Operating the tractor-type ma

chines where no great speed is in
volved is not too difficult, but to 

the fast-moving rubber tired 
scrapers is indeed a big step. 

Oh the mystery of cambio (shift 
gears) and avoiding mudholes! Yes 
they grind gears, slip clutches and 
stall motors the first _ day, but after 
a while they do well. We cannot 
compare their progress with that 
of a North American in the same 
position because they do not have 
the background of machine famil
iarity. 

We are working at Cerito, site 
of the camp. The terrain is low and 
swampy so that the dirt has to 
be pushed out with a Cat before 
the scrapers can get over. 

Medical Privileges 

Besides the mud, the weather has 
been windy and cold but we're 
slowly getting across this stretch. 
The road in the town of Aceval 
has been bypassed for now. Other
wise it is completed to Aceval from 
Villa Hayes, not counting bridges 
and culverts. 

A well-equipped medical trailer 
has been assigned to the project 
and a doctor accompanies it. 

Clair Brenneman had the mis
fortune of seriously crushing his 

· fingers, The rest of us have had 
(Continued on page 4-2) 

Stripping borrow pit, Km 6 approximately. In foreground Heinrich Bosch
mann and Peter Bergen (Mennonite operators, Chaco colonies), a!ld Clair 

Brenneman (Mennonite operator) on scraper. 
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EDITORIAL· 
·------------------------'--'--------~~ I 

· A. Mes~e1ge For The World 

The Church of Jesus Christ has a mi:!ssage for the w6rld. 
Through the ages since apostolic times faithful :servants of 'God 
have proclaimed thi,s message triumphantly and with the evident 
blessing of the Holy Spirit. · 

The Anabaptists, our spiritual forbears, proclaimed this 
message without fear or favor. It spread like wildfire and set 
Europe ablaze, until the established churches let themselves 
be used of Satan to quench the fire and contain it. The message 
was not one of social reform, although the poor of the day heard 
and accepted it gladly - and it led to social advance and the 
spread of the doctrine of freedom. It was not really a message 
calling for the institution of Christ's kingdom on earth, although 
the Muensterit~s and other minority groups applied it that way. 

The message of the Anabaptists told of a Saviour from sin, 
of a Redeemer who dwelt in the heart. It told of Christ, who 
transformed lives and made disciples out of slaves of sin. It 
told of the One who humbled Himself, yes, even unto the death 
on the cross so that He · might show us His love and we might 
be brothers indwellt by His love.· Their message also told of 
a coming king who would change this world order and establish 
His kingdom, wherein would rule righteousness and holiness. 

This is our message for the worid today. It is a message 
that our neighbour needs to know. It is a message that civic 
and provincial and national· leaders need to know. It is the 
message that, accom,panied by deeds of love and holiness, will 
sweep our nation and the world, calling out those who will 
respond. It will establish His church, not His kingdom. That's 
why there will always only be a minority who respond ~ that 
minority for whom Christ prayed in John 17:9: "I pray not for 
the• world, but for them which thou hast given me .. :" 

We are only using pieces of wood instead of a pile-driver if 
we think our message consists in: "Abolish capital punish
ment! ,Stop H-bomb tests! Reduce armaments!" Our message 
to a world bound in the chains of sin is 1+seless unless we can 

, loose those chains · first . Those deacl in sin will never bear 
the fruits of righteousness, even if we as a church outline the 
fruit in detail. They need the new life that will produce the 
fruit. 

Our Readers say 
A Blessed Contact. 

The Mennonite Observer continu
es to be a source of blessed contact 
with the work at home. 

Enclosed you. will find our change 
of address . . . Thank you again 
for your efforts. May yotir needs 
be met. 

Yours for Mexico, 
Dan Petker 
Casa de Amistod, 
Nuevo Ideal, Durango, 
Mexico. 

* * * 
Read With Interest. 

.. . We have experienced much 
love from the brethren and sisters 
in British Columbia and we have 
enjoyed our summer there. We 
would have liked to !?tay there, 
but since two of our sons are stu
dying at Tabor College, two of our 
daughters are living in Oklahoma, 
and our son William is in high 

school here, we have been led to 
live here . . .. Our daughter Helga 
is improving at Salem, Oregon, but 
she will have to stay in hospital 
for a while yet. The last time we 
were there we attended the morning 
worship service together. We thank 
all of you for your prayers and 
ask for continued prayer support. 

We read the Mennonitische Rund
schau gladly and are · thankful for 
its regular arrival ... We and our 
children have read the Mennonite 
Observer with great interest and 
would like to continue receiving it. 

Please note our change of ad
dress from Vancouvel' to that given 
below. 

J. J. Dick 
Corn, Okla., U.S.A. 

-0----

Baptismal Service 
On September 15th, the congre

gation · of the Lindbrook M. B. 
Church gathered under the trees 
at the shore of a lake for a Bapt-

·D'EVOTIONAL 

"I Am A Debtor" 
By John E. Klassen* . 

The time of the year when most 
. churches observe thanksgiving fest-
. ivals, when our hearts are full of 
. praise and gratitude to our heavenly 
Father, is an appropriate time to 
remind ourselves again that we ·are 
debtors because of what we are and 
what we have. We may think that 
we owe no man anything, we may · 
feel that having given the tenth we 
owe God nothing and thus are at 
liberty to live and do as we please; 
but let us not forget that what Paul 
says in Romans 1:14 "I am debtor", 
applies to us and that we are and 
will remain debtors. 

We are debtors because of sins 
forgiven. Having been bought with 
a price, the precious blood of Jesus, 
we owe Him our·salvation and life. 
The chains of sin, wherewith Satan 
bound us have been broken and 
victory and freedom offered to us 
in Christ. Have we claimed this 
victory? Do we avail ourselves of 
this liberty? Or are we as Chris
tians still bound by some invisible 
chairts?" "Thanks be unto God 
which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ." The way 
to the realization of this victory is 
by breaking with sin. It will mean . 
the confessing of sin, 1 John 1 :9, 
but the results will be glorious. As 
blood-slaves of Christ, rather than 
ranks _of the soldiers of Christ, fully 
aware of our debt to Him and de
termined to show Him our alle
giance. 

We are debtors also to our fellow
men. As long as there is one -single 
person who has not heard the 
Gospel, we will remain debtors. 
What is t he situation today? Today 
there are still millions who have 
never heard. Therefore we are 
debtors to our fellowmen. We who 
have the only answer to· man's 
prob~ms, we who have been en
trusted with the good news of sal
vation are debtors. How often do 
we have to admit the truth of state
ments of reproach, made by mem
bers of false cults, that if we be
lieve to have the only true_ message, 
why then do we not knock at the 
doors of our neighbors and bring 

ismal service. The Lord granted 
us wonderful weather. 

Rev. B. W. Sawatzky of Edmon
ton delivered a very suitable mes
sage on Acts 2:38, and then Rev. 
P. J . Warkentin officiated. 

After the baptism we all gathered 
at the church where the believers 
were accepted into the M. B. church 
and we partook of the Lord's sup
per. 

The baptismal candidates were: 
Mrs. Warkentin, Linda Riediger, 
Sara and Elvera Siemens, Loretta 
and Elvera Baerg, Wilmer Huebert 
and Ernest Wiens. 

them the message of life? Why 
then do we rest · while some have 
not been warned of their eternal . 
doom? Oh, that our eyes might ·be 
opened to the need of the hour and · 
to the responsibility placed upon 
us. "Behold I have set before thee 
an open door." What stops us 
from entering it? Is it the fear of 
man? Or is it some hidden sin? 
Israel left Egypt by passing through 
the Red Sea. Safety from Egypt, 
however, was not all that God had 
for them. He would have them 
cross the Jordan and possess the 
Promised Land. For us too there 
is much land to be possessed. As 
ambassadors for Christ let us ad
vance upon the strongholds of Sat
an, confident of victory. 

We are debtors because of 
Christ's command. Disobedient 
Christians are never happy. Is that 
perhaps why there is often a lack 
of peace and joy in our life? We 
believe that Christ alone offers sal
vation, but do we also believe that 
He alone offers a happy life. Ex
perience and observation teach us 
that if Christ is not everything to 
us, the experiences recorded in Rom. 
7 will be ours. Christs commands 
were given to be dbeyed by His fol
lowers, so that His name might be 
glorified, His salvation offered to 
all men and His joy and peace to 
be the portion of each of . His 
children. · 

"Were the whole realm of nature 
mine, 

That were a present far too small, 
Love so amazing, so divine. 
Demands my soul, my life, my all." 

*M. B. Conf. Mission Worker at 
Oliver, B. C. 
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Variety Concert 
Features Grads 

Winnipeg, Man. - A variety con
cert in · behalf of the M. B. Col
legiate Institute is being present
ed by the MBCI Alumni Associa
tion October 19', 1957 at 8 p.m., in 
the Tech-Voe auditorium, Notre · 
Dame Ave. and Wall• Street. 

Featured performers wm' be Miss 
Wanda Dick, A.R.C.T, A.M.M., 
piano, Mrs. Viola Falk, contralto, 
Mr. John Klassen, violin, and a 
ladies ensemble. All solo perform
ers are graduates of the M. B. Col
legiate Institute. 

Miss Dick spent a year of study 
at the Detmold Music Academy, 
Germany, after her graduation 
from the Sacred Music Course at 
the M. B. Bible College in 1955. She 
has won the Aitken Memorial 
trophy at the Winnipeg music fest
ival and is at present teaching 
piano. 

Mrs. Falk is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ben Horch and a con
sistent winner in musical festival 
competitions. . She has won the 
Tudor Bowl at the Winnipeg music 
festival and twice been in the fin
als of the Rose Bowl competition. 
She is at present a member of 
the CBC Sunday Chorale directed 
by Filmer Hubble. Mrs. Falk is 
the mother of one daughter. 

'Mr. John Klassen has been a 
violin student of Emmanuel Horch 
for many years. He has studied 
at the University of Manitoba and 
played. in the Mennonite Symphony. 
At the present time he is also first 
tenor with the Gospel Light Hour 
Quartet. 

The ladies' ensemble has been 
organized especially for , this con
cert by Mrs. Viola Falk. 
~ 

Holmfield, Man. 
The Holmfield M.B. Church had 

their annual Thanksgiving service 
on Sunday, Sept. 22. Rev. J. H. 
Quiring ·of Winkler was the speak
er. Rev. H. Duerksen of Holmfield 
and Mr. Wm. Martens of Lena also 
spoke. In the forenoon the Lena 
M.B. Choir, sang and in the after
noon a group of young ladies of 
the "Frauenverein" sang. 

There were quite · a number of 
visitors from Lena and also from 
Manitou present. Dinner was served 

• by our ladies. John Wiebe, 
---0-

Leamington, Ont. 
On August 24, 1957 my girlfriend 

Kay Willms, daughter of Daniel 
Willms, Leamington, was happily 
married to Jake Neufeld, son of R. 
Licks, St. Catharines, Ont. 

John Eckert, a good friend to 
Jake and Kay, gave a short mes
sage in the English language. The 
church leader, Rev. D. Derksen 
officiated at the marriage cere
mony. While the couple was kneel
ing, Elsie Willms, sister-in-law to 
Kay, sang "Our Wedding Prayer." 

MENNONITE 

Kay lµld Jake's attendants. were 
Frank and Alice Toews, Abe Block 
and myself. The church was dec
orated beautifuly with palm trees, 
gladioli and candlelight. · 

The reception wai:; held in the 
United Church basement. 

Jake and Kay Neufeld are now 
living in Kinmount, Ontario, where 
Jake is teaching Grade 4 and 5 and 
Kay is keeping house. 

Mary Suderman. 
---0-

Herbert, Sask. 
On Sunday, September 22, 1957 

at 5 p.m. the Herbert Young People ~ 

were host to the Main Centre 
Young People, and served an in
formal lunch. It was a t ime of 
fellowship and getting acquainted 
one with the other. · Rev. R. Janzen 
was chairman, 

Then at 7:30 p.m. in Herbert 
M.B. Church, the Main Centre 
Young People brought a program 
which was both inspiring and a 
blessing. Rev. Abe Goerz, of Main 
Centre was chairman of the evening 
and Rev. Henry Baerg was guest 
speaker. We as Young People want 
to work together and strive to win 
others to Christ. 

Nettie Telitzky. 
----0-

Thanksgiving in 
East Chilliwack 

The air is crisp· and cool in the 
Fraser Valley. The sun shines 
brightly as many-coloured maple 
leaves flutter softly to the ground. 
Autumn has returned and with it 
thanksgiving festivities have also 
begun. 

The East. Chilliwack M.B. church 
set aside the 22nd of September as a 
special tha1'ksgiving Sunday. The 
church was' decorated with fruit 
and vegetables-from the harvests 
of the church members. The motto 
for tlie occasion was "W er Dank 
opfert, der preiset mich". 

In the morning service the guest 
speaker was Reverend C. D. Toews, 
of the South Abbotsford M. B. 
church. He based his "thank-you" 
message on Acts 14:17. Mr. Jake 
Friesen had a special message for 
the youngsters. The church choir 
rendered selections during both ser
vices. 

During lunch hour the whole con
gregation enjoyed fellowship around 
a thanksgiving dinner which the 
iadie,s of the church had prepared. 

Rev. Peter Penner, new teacher at 
the local Bible school, opened the 
afternoon service. "Missions" was 
the theme for this meeting. Mr. 
Jacob Penner, of the home church 
and Rev. P. R. Toews of the Fra
serview M.B. church in Vancouver, 
were the afternoon speakers. Both 
ministers gave messages which em
phasized foreign missions. A true 
spirit of thankfulness prevailed. 
This was particularly shown in the 
donation which the congregation 
made to the M.B. mission board. 

Marlene Penner. 
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Brother and Sister Hans Kasdorf and daughter Dianna have left Canada 
for· service in Brazil. The Blumenau Mennonite Brethren Chur}lh has 
invited Brother Kasdorf to serve the congregation. Originally from Bage, 
Brazil, Brother Kasdorf has studied at · the Winkler Bible School and 
Mennonite Brethren Bible College, Winnipeg, Manitoba. During the past 
year he taught in the Chilliwack Bible School in British Columbia. They 
departed from Yarrow, the home town of Mrs. Kasdorf, on September 16th. 

College President at Justice 
The order of "the feast of 

Weeks" and "the feast of Taber
nacles" as given to Israel by God 
in Deut. 16:9-17 served as a basis 
for the Thanksgiving message de-

· livered by Rev. John A. Toews to 
a large congregation in the Justice 
M.B. Church Sunday, September 22. 

A Thanksgiving festival, said Rev. 
Toews, should consist in recalling 
memories of physical and spiritual 
dearth and in "counting our many 
blessings"; in offering appropriate 
gifts as tokens of tbankfulness, 
keeping in mind that we are but 
stewards of the possessions that we 
call our own; in rejoicing before the 
Lord "in the place which the Lord 
hath cl;losen to place his name 
there." 

In a brief, but challenging mes
sage on Acts 3:1-9, Lawrence War
kentin, city missionary in Brandon, 
introduced the afternoon mission 
service. Brother Warkentin stat
ed that incompetent and fruitless 
missionary efforts at home and 
abroad to-day are the. result of a 
lack of spiritual power. It is spir
itual power, not silver and gold, 
that determine the blessing of mis
sions. 

John Kasdorf, missionary can
didate to South America, choosing 
Acts 2 :42 as his text, then por
trayed the first missionary church 
with reference to its attitude to
ward the word of God, toward fel
lowship with God and the brethren, 
toward communion, and toward 
prayer. 

In the final address, Rev. Toews 
presented a scriptural diagnosis of 
to-day's world-wide problem: A 
Field Ripe for . Harvest (John 4: 

30-42) . The vastness of the field 
was stressed, attention was drawn 
to the maturity of the field, and in 
conclusion Rev. Toews pointed out 
the ultimate reward of those who 
share in bringing in sheaves for the 
Lord. 

Jake Loewen, 
Rivers Camp, Man. 

---0-

Lindale, Man. 
The mission-church at Linda!, ob

served its annual Harvest ThaJ!kS
giving and Mission Festival on Sun
day, September 22. The guest 
speaker for the occasion was Rev. 
Wilmer Kornelson, a former mis
sion worker at Linda!. The Kornel
sons stopped over at Linda! on their 
way to Ontario, where Rev. Ko.rnel
son is going to teach Bible School. 

In th~ morning service, Brother 
Frank J. Friesen, presently in 
charge of the mission, spoke on 
Deut. 26:1-11 "The Basket of First
Fruits." Then Rev. Kornelson 
spoke on "The Reasonableness of 
Thanksgiving" based on Psalm 147. 

In the afternoon service, after the 
opening remarks by Brother Peter 
Loewen, teacher at the Linda! 
School; Rev. Kornelson spoke on the 
subject of "Missions" based on 
Rom. 1:13-19. Then a short mes
sage was given by Rev. W. G. 
Baerg, missionary from Africa, who 
attended the afternoon service. 
Brother Baerg based his brief mes
sage on Matt. 28:18-20. 

The church is grateful to God for 
the rich blessings received during 
this day. 

Frank J. Friesen, 
Morden, Man. 
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MORE ABOUT 

Dedication of New 
Church ·Building 

( Continued from page 1-2) 

• 

right way for a church to enter a 
new place of worship. His remarks 
were based on Ps. 100. The build
ing itself is not the important thing 
but rather the congregation. It 
must be conscious of its · high cal
ling to be the temple of ~od, must 
be . prepared for spiritual and ma
terial which God has given und 
has promised for the future. The 
church choir augmented for this 
occasion with previous singers, 
rendered suitable numbers in song. 

In the afternoon Rev. W. Falk 
made the invocation by reading 
and commenting on Ezra 6:16-18. 
Our dedication today must include 
true penitence. "God", he said, 
"is not forced to accept from the 
hands of sinful people a building 
and we can only make this ded
ication in the name of Jesus 
Christ." 

Informative accounts pertaining 
to this building were given in Eng
lish and German by 2 members of 
the building committee and Rev. 
A. H. Toews gave a brief history 
of the North Kildonan M. B. 
Church. The choir sang the -' Hal
lelujah chorus by Mendelssohn. 
Rev. J. H. Quiring outlined the 
charges Christ made against wor
shippers of that day so given in 
John 4:19-24. The charges were: 

(a) Sectarianism - partisanship 
in religion. "The place of worship 
is never .the important thing in 
God's sight-we do not want to 
deconsecrate any place but con
secrate every place. - Our church
es are to be meeting places of wor
shippers-God accepts all wor
shippers anywhere." 

(b) Spiritual ignorance - The 
speaker asserted that many people 
today claim to worship God and 
don't know him. We are to know 
whom we worship. 

(c) Dead ceremonialism. - Our 
patterns of worship must be in 
spirit and in truth. We must have 
ritual and ceremony but they are 
not the important things. Not even 
sincerity is sufficient; God wants 
us to worship in truth. 

Rev. A. H : Unruh in his mes
sage pointed out that only the re
deemed church of God can con
secrate a house unto the Lord. The 
wonderful thing is that God wants 
to reveal himself to us in his grace 
and glory in this building. "Wha: 
is · all the outward beauty without 
the grace of Jesus Christ?" 

Congratulations and good wish- · 
es came from Rev. Is. Redekopp-
pastor. of the Elmwood M. B. 
Church and former pastor of this 
church; Rev. J. P. Neufeld-pastor 
of the South End M. B. Church; 
Rev. J. A. Toews-president of the 
M. B. Bible College; Bethel Mis
sion Church; Evangelical Menno
nite Brethren Church; North Kil
donan Mennonite Church; Sargent 
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Road alongside of botanical garden, before improvement. 

MORE ABOUT 

Motors Will 
Replace Ox-Carts 

(Continued from page 1-4) 

nothing beyond minor injuries and 
colds. My first-aid training in the 
States has not been in vain. 

Chaco Houses 

Some insulation in walls or a 
fireplace would be welcome- the 
typical country house here is built 
for anything but cold weather. 

In the Chaco a house consists of 
a grass roof over two or three 
rooms. One room is · enclosed by 
walls of thin poles with the cracks 
plastered with mud. It is a bed
room for the family, which may 
include up to eight children. 

The kitchen, living and dining
, 

room are open on three sides and 
there is an open fire in the middle 
where meals are cooked. Some 
houses have a third shed-like room 
where kitchen utensils are kept 
and meals sometimes prepared. 

Windows have bars and wooden 
shutters (no glass) which are 
closed during storms or cold 
weather. Life for these country 
folk is simple. When they have the 
bare necessities of life they seem 
content to let the world go by. 

Oxcarts loaded with sugar cane 
enroute to the local sugar factory 
are a common sight. Oxcarts and 
motored vehicles-that symbolized 
the contrast between their way of 
life and ours. 

*Mr. Konrad is a member of the 
Mennonite Brethren Church. His 
home is at Abbotsford, B. C. 

Are ·you Sure About Those "School Eyes"? 
A child's eye is . like an adult's 

in structure but it is fundamentally 
different i'tl the way it responds 
to the work load. 

For that reason, says the Bet
ter Vision Institute, children's eyes 
need special safeguarding, lest they 
break down in school and lead the 
child into lifelong difficulties. 

Here are some of the peculiari
ties of the youthful eye which par
ents ought to know about. A child 
with · normal visi9n can hold its 
fingEjrS two or three inches from 
its nose and see that finger with 

Mennonite Church ; St. Stephen's 
Anglican Church and a personal 
good wish from Rev. J. B. Toews, 
presently in Winnipeg. 

The ladies choir sang a closing 
number and Rev. Falk spoke the 
benediction. The offering in the 
forenoon and afternoon amounted 
to just short of $5,000 which wem: 
into the building fund. 

-A. J. Dick, 
Sec'y and Correspondent. 

perfect clearness. Let an adult try 
it and he will see the murky out
lines of two fingers, badly superim
posed. 

How is a child able to accomplish 
this remarkable feat of vision? The 
answer is that children's eyes, be
ing soft and pliable, have a wide 
nange 'of adaptability, or the power 
to see clearly under difficult con
ditions of convergence and accom
modation. 

Convergence means the rolling 
of the two eyes inward to any de
gree that is necessary to bring the 
two "lines of sight" to a point on 
the object looked at. Accommo
dation means the thickening or 
thining of the eye's crystalline lens, 
to focus it on near objects or on 
distant ones. 

Now, when a child is looking 
hard at anything three inches away 
it is using far more power of con
vergence and of. accommodation 
than the eye should use, for its 
own good. The muscles which roll 
the eyeballs, though wonderfully 
strong, are put under severe strain 
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when the eyes roll inward that far. 
And the little ciliary muscle, which 
brings about changes in the thick
nes of the lens, is also strained by 
any unusual demands made upon 
it. 

It is true that the adaptable eye 
of a child accomplishes these feats 
of seeing without evident effort. 
At first it seems a fine thing-we 
wish we had -eyes like that! But 
what does it really mean? It means 
that the child is deprived of some 
of the guides and standards of cor
rect seeing, because it can get a
long very well with incorrect stand
ards. 

If a child can read its boqk just 
as well six inches away as 14° to 
20 inches away, it may form the 
habit of reading at six or 20 inches, 
whereas 14 inches or thereabouts 
is the range which, later, proves 
to be the best for reading. By best 
is meant the position of least eye
effort and most clarity of vision. 

In a class of any size the teacher 
cannot be sure that Susie or Jimmy 

'and the rest are always holding 
their books at 'the right distance. 
The bad reading habit may be 
formed in spite of the teacher. It 
may be formed at home. 

Just why should a child want to 
hold its book only six inches away? 
It may be-and indeed quite prob
ably is a fact-that the young stu
dent is nearsighted. That is to say, 
while it can force its eyes to func
tion at a considerable range of 
distance, it naturally sees most 
comfortably at around six inches. 
Whether actually nearsighted or 
not, the child who persistently 
does its reading at that distance is 
likely to acquire nearsightedness. 

In an adult nearsightedness is 
not hard to detect. A fully1 grown 
"myope" can .read at six or eight 
inches and nowhere else. But the 
child, when put to the test, may 
be able to read at six or ten or 
fifteen inches, . depending on how 
hard he tries. 

How can the fact of juvenile near
sightedness be djscovered and cor
rected? This is a job for the pro
fessional eye-man, experienced in 
the peculiarities of young eyes. He 
can make repeated tests, with and 
without trial lenses, and arrive at 
pretty accurate results. 

But the first move must come 
from the parents. Is Johnny in 
need of an eye examination-glass
es, perhaps? How can you tell ? 
If the child complains of aching 
head or stinging eyes, that is a 
pretty sure sign of trouble. If he 
has trouble following blackboard 
work, or is poor at athletic games, 
or doesn't like to play out of doors, 
or cranes his neck or sits in un
usual postures-take a tip and look 
after those eyes. 

The days toward the end of the 
summer vacation are a good time 
to get the youngster's eyes in shape. 
School work will be harder this 
year than last. 

---:Better Vision Institute. 



October 4, 1957 MENNONITE O~ERVER Page~ 

WCCM Reaches Record Number in DVBS 
By John Reimer 

Clearbrook, B. C. - No doubt 
you will have been waiting to hear 
the • report of the work of the 
W.C.C.M. during this summer. The 
Lord has opened door~ marvellously 
and DVBS was held in 47 schools. 
Four new schools were opened and 
three old schools were re-opened, 
for which we thank the Lord. 

The Lord heard our cry for 
workers who were willing to sac
rifice their time and talents in 
DVBS work. Taking into consid
eration the amount of time some 
of our workers spent in teaching, 
we had the equivalent of 190 teach
ers. 

This summer 2500 children were 
reached with the good news of sal-

-

Each 90¢ 

Austmliian Adventtme 
By Lydia S. Eliott. 120 pp. 

Jenny's brother went to school 
when she wanted to go. But 
staying at home brought adven
tures in plenty on her parents' 
sheep-station. She learns that 
pain and unhappiness, _when 
borne with trust and patience, 
can bring blessings in their train. 

Marion's V,enture 
By Dorothy Marsh. 120 pp. 

Marion's venture is a chicken 
farm an inheritance from 'her 
Aunt Alice· and sharing her ven
ture with' her is her friend 
Elizabeth. Together they finally 
start on a new venture-an 
abundant Christian life. 

Myrtle's Guest 
By Jane Rogers. 128 pp. 

Myrtle worked as a maid in a 
guest-home that served luxur~es 
gained on the black market while 
her baby sister was ill through 

· lack of food. She was resentful 
-until the Greens told her of 
Jesus Christ. 

Onie Too Many 
By Peggie C. Moody. 126 pp. 

To be unwanted in a dorm
find someone your enemy because 
you are a Christian-have to do 
detective work for your enemy
all these things make Pen's life 
unusually interesting. 

Pat's New LHie 
By Dorothy Marsh. 126 pp. 

Pat has to learn that only in 
discipleship of the Lord Jesus is 
there peace and satisfaction. 

Young Elimbeth Green 
By Constance Savery. 128 pp. 

A governess at 15 brought lots 
of trouble, until the wild Dever
ils • began to share Elizabeth's 
Christian faith. 

THE CHRISTIAN PRESS, Ltd. 
159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5,. Man. 

vation. We praise God that 1550 
new contacts were made. Fifty
ni?1e children accepted Christ as 
their personal Sayiour. 

Camp Work 

Seven Bible camps were conduct
ed this summer. Two camps, one 
boy's camp and one girls' camp 
were held at Allen's Lake, with 
the Frank Koops from Queensboro 
and the John Esaus from County 
Line in charge. One boy's camp 
was conducted at Harrison. An
other four camps were conducted 
at Terrace; three directly at ll'er
race and one at Lakelse. The Lord 
has blessed· us abundantly both in 
DVBS and camp work! 

Follow-up Work 

Every quarter 5500 letters are 
sent to children in our province. 
Many of these children do not at
tend any Sunday School. Some 
are not permitted to attend Sun
day School, others cannot go be
cause there is no Sunday School in 
their district. Each pupil that has 
attended DVBS in the summer re
ceives one lesson a month. These 
lessons are designed for four age 
groups, namely: Beginners,. Prim
aries, Juniors and Intermediates. 
Approximately 3,000 students send 
in the completed lessons every 
month. These receive lessons reg
ularly. Every quarter lessons are 
sent to all the children on our files. 

Each year the mission loses quite 
a number of children who have 
moved and have left no forwarding 
address. We feel that th~ keeping 
in contact with the children reach
ed in DVBS work is a very vital 
part of our WCCM work. With 
regards to the results of the WCCM 
work we can truthfully say with 
the Psalmist, "The Lord hath done 
great things for us, whereof we 
are glad." 

--0--

Five Canadians 
At Board Sessions 

Hillsboro, Kan. - Five men from 
Canada have been here during the 
past week attending sessions of 
boards of the Mennonite Brethren 
Church of North America. (:. A. 
DeFehr, Winnipeg, came for discus
sions regarding the work of the 
Board of General Welfare and also 
to participate in the fall meeting 
of the Board of Foreign Missions. 
He was invited to share his obser
vations following his visit mission 
fields with J. B. Toews and J. P. 
Kliewer this summer. Canadian 
members of the Board of Fo
reign Missions attending the fall 
sessions September 21 to 26 were 
J. A. Harder and Herman Lenz
mann, both of Yarrow, B.C.; J. H. 
Epp, Hepburn, Sask., and G. D. 
Pries, Winkler, Man. 

In the Western sector of today's Berlin, Germany. Photos by C. J. 
Rempel depicting care for the refugees from East Germany, who keep on 
escaping from the Communist ruled part of Germany. 

1.-A former radio factory that has b~en expropriated for housing 
refugees until they can either be relocated or flown out of Berlin. 

2.-A food dispatch station at the Red Cross refugee home "Heim 
Dunant" where daily 5000. meals are prepared and supplied to refugees. 

3.-The refugee camp "Grazerdamm" where families live in 2 and 
3 roomed apartments. Although the building outwardly looks modern, 
the families live in overcrowded conditions with as many as 8 people in 
2 rooms. 

4.-Herb Wiebe, Abbotsford, B.C., and Art Driediger, Leamington, · 
MCC workers among the refugees in Berlin. Here we see them in front 
of the Tempelhof Airport with Miss Ursel Foertsch, head of the refugee 
work under the Department of Social .Affairs. She claimed that 12,000 
refugees from the East Zone crossed during July into West Berlin. 
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Let's Visit a Minute 
Dear Boys and Girls, 

Again the leaves ,are falling and the long summer days are 
over. Most of you are back at school and busy with your school 
work. 

Fall for most of you means a new school year, but it also 
means a new Sunday School year. , October is the month of 
promotion in Sunday School. You are one year older .so you 
move up to a higher class. For a whole year now you _have 
been hearing and studying God's Word in Sunday School. Has 
the Word of G;od become dearer · to you? ,Some of you have 
grown taller but have yoti grown in getting to know the Lord 
Jesus better? · . · 

We all know, if we don't go to school we won't know 
very much when we grow bigger. We would be behind all 
the other boys and girls and most of us wouldn't like that. You 
want to learn all you can while you are young. Learning to 
know about God when you are young is also very important. 
Boys and girls, do you think that learning about God is only 
for older people? No, it isn't. Even the Bible tells us to start 
learning about God when we are young, for in it we read: "Re
member riow thy Creator in the days of thy youth." · 

Boys and girls when you start this new Sunday School year 
make it your prayer to get to know the Lord Jesus better and if 
He is not your Saviour that you will accept Him. 

-May God bless you this year in your new Sunday School 
class. • May what you learn help you to be a better Christian. 

Aunt Selma. 

A welsh Girl's Bible 
Mary was ·the only daughter of 

a Welsh weaver, Jacob Jones, and 
his wife, both devout Christians. 
In the year in which this story 
opens, 1792, Mary was 'a little girl 
of eight. She could neither read 
nor write, but attended Bible class
es with her parents and learned 
many passages of the Scriptures 
by memory. Later on she went to 
a little school that was opened at 
Abergynolwyn and achieved one 
of tfie two great desires of her . 
heart by learning to read and write. 
The other desire was that one day 
she might possess a Bible of her 
own. 

But Mary's parents were very 
poor, so the child determined to 
do small jobs for her neighbours 
and save up her money until she 
had sufficient to buy a Bible. With
out neglecting her home duties she 
helped to mend and patch the 
garments of the family of some 
worn, weary mother ; she picked up 
sticks and brushwood and sold 
them for fuel, and when her mother 
made her a present of two hens she 
sold the eggs. For six years she 
put by every farthing and half
penny she received; once she found 
a farmer's purse and he gave her 
sixpence, the first piece of silver 
Mary had ever owned! 

She was nearly sixteen years old 

when the great moment arrived in 
wihch she counted up her money 
and found that at last she had 
enough to buy a Bible. But bitter 

disappointment awaited her-not a 
copy of the Bible could be pro
cured anywhere in the district. 
There ·was just a chance that sh~ 
might obtain one from Mr. Thomas 
Charles, of Bala, a great Welsh 
preacher, who lived over 25 miles 
away. -rhere were no trains, no 
motor-cars nor buses in those days, 
so Mary decided to walk the 50 
miles there and back. 

At · first Mary's parents objected 
to her making such a long and 
lonely journey, but in the end they 
gave their permission, and at day
break one lovely morning in spring, 
in the year 1800, Mary set out to 
secure the prize for which she had 
toiled so many years. She carried 
her one and only pair of shoes 
in her wallet and walked barefoot 
until she came to the little Welsh 
town of Bala. Her feet were cut 
and blistered, and she was faint 
and weary by the time she reached 
the home of the preacher who was 
to take her to Mr. Charles. 

Soon after daybreak her host 
called her-Mr. Charles always 
started his work at sunrise-and 
together they went to the famous 
minister's house. Mary told him 
all her story, how she had learned 
to read so that she might study the 
Bible, and how she had saved up 
her little earnings for six years to 
buy one of her own. The face of 
the minister clouded as she spoke 
and when she had finished he broke 
to the little girl the sad news that 

the entire consignment of Welsh 
Bibles sen't him from London the 
previous . year · had 'been sold, save 
one or two he was keeping for 
friends whom he could not disap
point, and that the society which 
provided them had refused to print 
-any more! 

At first Mary was unable to com
prehend what he was telling her; 
then, when she realized that all 
her prayers and labour had been 
in vain, all the hoping:, all the wait
ing, the weary tramp with bare 

· feet, she buried her face in her 
hands and sobbed. For a few mom
ents the only sound in the room 
was that of Mary's crying, then 
Ml'.. Charles rose and laid his hand 
on the bowed head. 

"My dear child," he said in a. 
voice broken und unsteady, "I see 
that you mu§t have a Bible, dif
ficult as it is for me to spare you 
one. It is simply impossible to re
fuse you." 

He drew forth from a book cup
board a Bible he had been reserv
ing for someone else and handed 
it to Mary. The radiance of her 
smile, breaking through her tears, • 
so touched the good preacher that 
he said to her companion, "From 
this day I can never rest until I 
find some means of supplying the 
urgent want of my people who cry 
out for the Word of God." 

Over the hills again went · Mary, 
on that journey of 25 miles. She 
walked all day carrying the pre
cious Bible, and it was quite dark 
when she reached her own home. 
"I have my Bible here," she called 
out proudly, as her mother came 
out to greet her. Soon, she was 
sitting with the wonderful Book on 
her knees, reading to her father 
and mother. 

She read to them the stories she 
loved most. I wonder which she 
read first? And she did not forget 
that night, to thank God for her 
happiness. 

"Thank You, God, for letting me 
have a Bible of my own," she whis
pered. "I shall read about the Lord 
Jesus every day and try to be like 
Him." 

I . am sure you have a Bible in 
your home. Do you value it as 
Mary Jones did? Do you read a 
little every day? It is the best 
way of learning to know the Sav
iour. 

---o---

The Truth Before 
the Prize 

· I have read about a boy who lost 
a prize at school by choosing the 
truth ; but it was a prize nobly lost. 

His opportunities to learn had 
been fewer than those of some of 
the boys, and he knew he could 
not hope to win a prize unless i.t 
were for writing, so William tried 
with all his might to obtain th~ 
special award for that. , When the 
distribution day came, the chair
man said, as he held up two copy-
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books: "It would be hard to say 
which of these two boe>ks is the 
better. But for one copy in Wil
liam's book, which is superior to 
every other, and also better than 
any copy in the other book, Wil
liam therefore gains the prize." 

"Please, sir, may I see that 
copy?" said William, with hope and 
fear in his heart. Then, as he 
glanced at the page and handed the 
book back, he said, "Please, sir, 
that is not my copy. It was writ
ten by an upper class boy who 
took my book by mistake one day." 

So, William lost the prize, and 
· some of the boys laughed at him, 

but the brave boy said; "I would 
_rather speak the truth than gain 
a prize wrongfully, for the truth 
is better than gold." 

Do you agree? 
-0-

Simple Trust 

I once saw a boy on the roof of 
a very high building, where several 
men .were at work. He was look
ing about with apparent unconcern; 
when suddenly his foot slipped and · 
he fell. In falling, he caught a 
rope, and hung suspended in mid
air, when he could get neither up 
nor down, and it was evident he 
could hold on . but a sho'rt time. 
He knew his situation, and expect
ed that in a few minutes he must 
drop upon the pavement below and 
be dashed to pieces. At this fear
ful moment a kind and powerful 
man rushed out of the house and, 
standing beneath him with extend
ed arms, called to the boy: "Let go 
the rope and I will receive you. 
I can do it. Let go the rope and 
I promise you will escape un
harmed." 

The boy hesitated a moment and 
then let go his hold, dropping eas
iiy and safely into the arms of his 
deliverer. 

Here, thought I, is an illustration 
of faith. Here is a simple act of 
trust. The boy knew his danger ; 
he heard the voice of his deliverer; 
he believed in him, trusted in him, 
and letting go every dependence 
and hope, dropped into his arms. 

Youthful reader, "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved" (Acts 16:31) . Yes, saved 
for eternity. 

Future Subscribers 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. John Frie
sen of Moore Park, Manitoba, on 
September 4th, a daughter, Jenis 
Fay - a sister for Ronald, Roger 
and Wayne. 

---0---

Cheese is one of our most 
economical foods as well as being 
a valuable and versatile addition 
to the diet. As a good source of 
calcium it · is necessary to old and 
young. 
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THE PINNACLES 
By Elizabeth Schroeter 

(29th Installment.) 

Mr. Rempel contributed greatly 
· to character training by his own 
example. He was extremely kind, 
but he did not close his eyes to 
evil practices. . He took an unmis
takable, firm stand toward every 
wrong, and he meted out punish
ment where it was due. His per
sonal conduct in school and out of 
school W !J.S exemplary in every res
pect. 

Liesbeth, Maria and Sara one 
day, as they were walking home 
after school, were speaking in 
praise of their -instructor. They de
cided that they, too, . would like 
to be teachers like Mr. Rempel. 
When they reached ' Sara's home, 
they sat on the board fence for a 
long time, making plans for their 
teaching careers. Sara was · fami
liar with the workings of higher 
schools. There would be a girl's 
school first, then another four years 
in a Gymnasium, or classicai school, 
in Odessa or Berdyansk, or just two 
more yea~s at the Halbstadt . peda
gogic institute. "I would like to 
study in Switzerland or Germany," 
Sara said. "One· of my father's 
minister friends studied there. He 
was the most interesting man I 
ever met. Wouldn't it be nice · if 
we could go to Switzerland and 
earn our doctor's degree?" 

"Do you suppose our parents wjll 
let us go to school away from 
home '?" asked 'Maria. 

"Since we will have to use their 
money; they will have to ·let us 
go," Sara said laughingly. 

"My parents have no money," 
Liesbeth admitted reluctantly. 

"Maybe they will have some by 
the time you graduate from our 
Margenau school," Sara said com
fortingly and encouragingly, 

"No, they will never have any 
money," Liesbeth s~id sadly. "All 
they will ever be able to do is to 
earn enough money to supply us 
with the essentials and to make 
payments on our place." 

"I don't know whether my pa
rents have any money, either," Sara 
said. "At least we had our dream 
about being teachers." 

After Liesbeth! had said • good
bye to the girls, she slowly, deeply 
thoughtful, walked toward her 
home. Maria had been so radiant. 
With her thick, naturally glossy 
hair above her round, pink face and 
with her intelligent comments, she 
had been good company. At her 
desk in school Maria had been so 
industrious all day, studying hard 
in class and playing equally ardu-

ously outside during recess, Sara, 
too, was a remarkable girl, the most 
brilliant Liesbeth had ever seen. 
She was always ready with a few 
soothing words or with advice such 
as one would expect from an adult 
but often failed to receive. ~he 
thought long and 1seriously about 
their dreams. If her · two friends 
believed that they could get a good 
higher education, why should it not 
be possible, with hard work and a 
few special favors from God, for 
her, too, to receive such training? 
The girls would undoubtedly dis
cuss their dream in the future. Per
haps, some day, clever Sara would 
present to them a plan for raising 
the money for their education. 

Thus Liesbeth lived and hoped 
and dreamed about future realiza
tion of her. ambitions. Little did 
she realize that there was one ex
perience in · her immediate f1J.ture 
that not even the highly intelligent 
daughter of the village minister 
could suspect. 

IN MOURNING 

The next morning, while students 
were gathering in the school yard
some playing and others chatting 
informally-Sara entered the class
room just as Liesbeth was leaving 
it. They greeted · each other cheer
ily. A few moments later they 
strolled tow~rd the street to wait 
for Maria. Had she overslept'? 
Would she be tardy? Was she sick? 
Those were some of the thoughts 
going through Liesbeth's head. Up 
to then Maria had always been on 
time and had not missed a single 
day. There was no sign of her on 
either side of the street. They de
bated as to whether they should 

· quickly cross the street and run 
to her house to caution her to make 
haste. Sara suggested that per
haps the big clock in Maria's Grosse 
Stube had stopped during the 
might. There were only a few min-
utes left before classes would be
gin. Sadly the two girls retyrned 
to the schoolroom, wondering what 
might have happened to their friend. 
Just as the teacher opened his 
door, Maria opened the students' 

· back entrance and rushed to her 
seat, barely on time. 

Liesbeth felt relieved, because 
she would have disliked seeing Ma
ria stay after school. The disgrace 
would have been too great and most 
embarrassing. 

At recess the girls asked Maria 
whether she had overs\ept. She 
could not explain why i;he had been 
so nearly tardy. She had not been 
aware of any danger of being late. 

That afternoon the teacher taught 
the children a new song. Since he 
had only one copy of it, he harl 
placed numbers on a blackboard 
witli a movable frame with three 
legs. Arabic numbers were used in 
place of notes by the Ukrainian 
Mennonites. Pointing to the , num
bers, the teacher sang the first 
stanza of the new song several 
times. Then he asked the pupils 
to stand up and try to help him 
sing, while he directed. 

Unexpectedly during the singing 
of the second stanza Maria slid back 
to her seat and put her head on 
her desk as if . she had suddenly 
become ill. Liesbeth was stooping 
down to see if she needed any help, 
when the teacher reached her. 

"Clear the room and go into the 
yard until I call you back," he or
dered hastily. Mr. Rempel was 
known to have· considerable med
ical training and to have helped a 
number of sick persons before. 

Liesbeth and Sara were sure he 
would have Maria well in a few 
minutes. When the pupils were 
called back to their seats, Maria 
was not there. A vacant seat near 
Liesbeth seemed unusual and de
pressing. "Tomorrow, Saturday, 
there will be only half a day of 
school, and by next Monday Maria· 
will be well," Liesbeth thought. 
As she and Sara walked home ofter 
school, Sara was conjecturing as 
to whether she should stop at Ma- ' 
ria's home and visit her. She de~ 
cided that she was probably too 
sick to enjoy company. 

Soon after noon the · next day 
word reached Liesbeth's house · that 
Maria· had passed away with diph
theria. Liesbeth was shocked and 
broken-hearted. Everyone in the 
village was saddened. No other 
child had been so well liked. Her 
family was respected and greatly 
admired by everyone. Liesbeth had 
read somewhere that one· of every 
three children born in the Ukraine 
died before reaching the age of 
three and that many more passed 
away before the age of ten, but 
she had never dreamed that Ma
ria would be one of them. 

When Liesbeth heard the news, 
she said nothing but walked out 
of the house to the back of Vater's 
orchard and a little later to her 
apple tree hideout near the new 
summerhouse. She was stunned. 

It was late fall, and the trees 
had shed their foliage. Liesbeth 
left the apple tree and walked a
round the house to the front door, 
then to the foregarden and her 
favorite tree which she had not 
climbed since school started. It was 
not appropriate for a schoolgirl to 
climb trees. Without r ealizing 
what she was doing __ or why she 
was doing it, she slowly ascended 
the poymotti tree. It had been 
helpful before in solving problems. 
She was confused, not understand

. ing the meaning of what had hap
pened and what the reason for 
everything was., The tree ~as 
without leaves. Almost fearfully, 
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she glanced along the street in a 
westerly direction. In the distance, 

· she cou).d see the wooden fehce in 
'front of Maria's place. A Feder
wagen pulled by two horses ap
proached from the west and drove 
into the yard. 

In bewilderment, Lies bet h's· 
thoughts turned to God. She tried 
to figure out wh!3-t He had to tell 
her and Maria's family and every
one else in Margenau. Perhaps· 
they had failed Him or Maria was 
too good for Margenau. Liesbeth 
had heard of children who had died 
because they w~re too beautiful or 
too angelic for the sinful world. She 
felt sorry for Aunt Langemann and 
Maria's sisters Tina and Anna. 
They would be grief-stricken. 

As she descended the tree, she 
wondered whether the big clock 
in Maria's house had stopped. She 
had heard that the clocks stopped 
when someone in the house passed 
away. She had never believed it, 
but if they ever had occasion to 
stop, they certainly had · it in the 
present sorrow. Confused, she 
climbed over the board fence and 
walked along the street toward the 
school. She had no idea where she 
was going and no reason to be on 
the street. When she was across 
the street from the meetingplace, 
she stopped. A few steps away was 
the ice cellar-a small, low; brick 
shed with a door that led into a 
basement filled with ice. Every 
winter the villagers filled it with 
ice from the black hole near the 
grade to be used for preserving 
the bodies of the dead during the 
warm days. 

Liesbeth wondered whether the 
people actually put the bodies in 
the cellar or whether they merely 
used the ice to cool q room at home. 
She went to the door and put her 
hand on the knob, trying to open 
it. It was locked. Slowly she 
walked back to the east wall of 
the icehouse and sat down on a 
board in the grass of the commun
ity meadow on which the ice cellar 
was located. She was so confused 
that she · could not even think 
properly. 

Suddenly she heard steps. She 
listened. Someone was trying to 
open the door of the icehouse. Then 
there · was silence. A second later 
Liesbeth heard steps coming in her 
direction: Then she saw Sara. The 
girls were surprised to see each 
other, and for a minute laughed 
over it. Sara sat down. Being to
gether brought them a measure of 
contentment. However, they soon 
turned to the serious matters that 
were burdening their hearts. Sara, 
too, was confused and unable to un
derstand what the whole thing was 
about.. She had lived next door to 
Maria ever since she was born. She 
had been there when Maria had 
learned to walk , and at least once 
or twice a week they had talked 
to each other. "Where do you think 
she is now?" Liesbeth asked. 

(To be continued) 
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Mennonites in Paraguayan Chaco 
By John R. Dick 

Paraguay 

South America is · composed of 
eleven independent countries. Two 
of these are inland-Paraguay and 
Bolivia. Paraguay has a population 
of 1,040,420 in an area of 150,516 
square miles. Most of the people 
live in the southern part of the 
country; Asuncion alone has 100,000 
population. The River Paraguay is 
the only larger body•of water. This 
river divides the populated area 
from the Chaco, a vast flat land 
of timber, grass and swamp. 

Settlement 

The Mennonite settlement in the 
Chaco is divided into three colonies 
-Menno, Fernheim and Neuland. 
Menno was founded by Canadian 
Mennonites emigrating from Man
itoba and Saskatchewan about 33 
years ago. Fernheim was founded 
by Russian Mennonites about 30 
years ago, and N euland by Russian 
Mennonites about nine years -ago. 

The colonies are divided into vil
lages, each village is inhabited by · 
about twenty-five •families. All 
families have a similar amount of 
acreage, with an equal frontage 
fenced in, with trees on either side 
of main street. The school is lo
cated in the middle of the village. 
The village is about a mile long. 

The struggles and disappoint
ments met by the first settlers are 
known only to those who have ex
perienced similar trials. 

The nearest trading place lay at 
the other end of the Chaco-250 
miles by ox cart, slow train and 
boat. All things being at their best 
it would take some 15 days to 
Asuncion and back. 

The families first needed shelter. 
Tents and huts of branches and 
leaves were quickly erected. Wells 
haCil to be dug. Digging 50 feet for 
water was not so hard in the soft 
sand but there was grave danger of 
cave-ins- three men lost their lives 
in trying to reach precious water. 
Most wells had drinkable water 
only for the cattle. All water is 
still brought up in pails by hand. 
The extreme heat in summer, the 
sandstorms in winter, the discom
fort of flies and mosquitoes, tlie 
danger of wild animals, and the 
susll).cion of the Indians made sett
lement life a hazard alm9st beyond 
descrip'tion. 

A typhoid epidemic broke out 
soon after arrival, taking almost 
200 lives before a doctor could be 
called. . There was further the daily 
problem of providing food and clqth
ing for the family. The later emi
grants helped by the earlier settlers 
found life far less rigorous and 
could consequently make greater 
progress. 

Industry 

Mennonites, in typical fashion, 
have changed the Chaco wilderness 

· into a prosperous community. · Al
most monthly, the countries' lead
ing men pay visits to this amazing 
land of promise. The president 
himself has made three visits to 
the Mennonite colonies. Travel by 
air between Asuncion and Filadel

. fia (capital of Fernheim) expedites 
both passenger and freight trans
portation. Horse and buggy still 
is the only mode of travel in the 
villages. Only in the capital cities 
(villages) are there a few trucks 
and jeeps. Most roads are narrow 
trails through the forests. 

The Pax boys under the leader
ship of . Brother Harry Harder, 
Mountain Lake, are helping to build 
a road from Asuncion to the colo
nies. Since asphalt alone can make 
this an all-weather road, it will be 
a while until regular traffic will be 
maintained. Such a road can and 
will, no doubt, prove a great boon 
to industry. 

The main sources of income for 
the colonies are cotton, peanuts, 
and cattle. Cotton and peanuts are 
processed in two capital · villages
Filadelfia and Sommerfeld. Each 
colony has its own cattle ranch, 
grazing up to 8,000 head. Cattle are 
delivered to Asuncion on the hoof. 
Butter and cheese are made for 
home consumption and also for ex
port. Eggs are now shipped by air 
freight to the capital city. Each 
colony has its business representa
tives in Asuncion. 

Cows do not yield milk until 
primed by the calf. After a few 
minutes the calf is tied to a post, 
and t he farmer's wife or daughter 
continues the process. Horses, cat
tle, pigs and fowl are constantly 
improved to yield greater returns 
in produce. 

The trees are laden with fruit 
·- bananas, · oranges, grapefruit, 
lemons, tangerines, papayas (a fruit 
somewhat like a cantaloupe but 
growing on a tree) , and other fruit . 
Vegetables can be grown but do 
not produce too well except sweet 
potatoes and watermelons. The 
forest abounds in all manner of 
trees. Wood is hard and is difficult 
to cut and saw. All furniture, 
wagons and building materials (ex
cept glass windows and doors) are 
made locally. 

Education 

The Chaco colonies have full lib
erty in teaching their children ac
cording to their own convictions. 
The Menno colony is somewhat re
tarded in their educational re
quirements. . The system in Fern
heim is as follows-Grade school 
(Elementar), ages 7-14; High 
school . (Central) four additi~nal 
years; . two years pedagogy for 
te_achers; and four years seminary 
for ministerial students. 

Bro. Liin Khi Thin, a convert under the former M. B. Conference mission 
in China, is now serving as an evangelist in Borneo, Indonesia, formerly 
a colony of Holland. As a result of his S months preaching campaign 6 
men and 6 ·women found peace with God and were baptized upon their 
confession of a new birth and faith. The above photo from the M. B. 
Conference Mission Board shows a mooting of belim,"'rs at Sinkawang 
on July 20th, 1957 and the act of baptism by immersion. 

The teachers are quite well 
trained but paid little. Most of them 
have a farm to supplement salary. 
In several villages school opens at 
seven in the morning and closes at 
noon. This arrangement allows 
teacher and pupils to put in more 
hours at home. Several North 
American teachers instruct in the 
advanced schools. Rev. Ben Wall, 
E.M.B. minister, is school super
visor. He hires all teachers, orders 
all materials and visits each of the 
some 24 schools at least twice a 
year. 

The language used is German. In 
some schools elementary Spanish is 
taught. Schools are very simply 
furnished - home-made, straight
backed seats, the teacher's desk, a 
map, and a picture or two complete 
the furnishing. 

Churcµ Service . 

Sunday services are held in rach 
village. Young and old meet in the 
school house. To avoid long-dis
tance buggy travel, all three deno
minations - Mennonite Brethren, 
General Conference, · and Evangel
ical Mennonite Brethren, worship 
together. Ministers take turns 
preaching. On the third Sunday, 
however, the . congregations meet in 
their respective churches. The 
youth meet on one Sunday of the 
month. On this Sunday, parents dis
creetly stay away. Sunday School 
meets after the morning worship 
service held in the village school. 

Aggressive Indian mission work 
is done by all three colonies. The 
Indians largely speak the low Ger
man language when asking for food 
or when working for the Menno
nites. Many Indians have been 
saved. 

Missionary work is also carried 
on at the Leprosy Mission, super
vised by Dr. John Schmidt. There 
are great opportunities in Paraguay 
to witness for Christ, both among 
the Indians and also among the 
Paraguayans. 

The E.M.B. church is comprised 
of 188 members. We compared our 
Constitution and Articles of Faith 
and found no place where we essen
tially differ. The form of baptism 
is exclusively immersion but other 

forms are recognized. Communion 
services are held once a month. Feet 
washing is no longer practiced. The 
church strongly believes in salva
tion, separation, service and in 
other cardinal doctrines commo;n to 
our faith. 

"The Evangelical Mennonite". 

I 

Mark's Sketchbook 
of Christ 

By Helen J . Tenney 

''J"er~onal Bible study is more 
rewardmg than any other. But 
how does one with little or no 
Biblical background get started? 
Or, how can the sincere but un
trained teacher lead his pupils 
into the satisfying experience of 
discovering for, themselves what 
the Word · of God says?" the 
author asks in the Preface, stat
ing that this book is her answer 
to those questions. 

This is not a commentary. It is 
a · workbook, but not the usual 
type of workbook where there 
are selections from multiple 
choice, true or false designations, 
and the finding of a five-letter 
word beginning with the letter 
"g". This workbook is so planned 
that its users will go directly to 
the Bible for all the / answers. 
When the workbook is complete, 
the skeleton outline will be pad
ded with "meat", and will furnish 
a satisfying account of Jesus' 
ministry on earth. 

The primary aim is to stress 
facts rather than interpretation. 
Because of this, and the work
book technique, the book can be 
used as a short course to be cov
ered in three or four weeks in a 
summer camping program, or for 
once-a-week religious instruction. 
Research projects can be added 
and it could be used for study in 
a Bible school. The person who· 

. really wants to study Mark for 
himself will find this book an in
valuable aid. 

Price :$2.25 

THE CHRISTIAN PRESS, Ltd., 
159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 
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RELIGIOUS 'NEWS REPORTS 
Only F ew at Church 

In E ngland, a Gallup Poll turn
ed up the fact that only 14 per 
cent of those interviewed had been 
at church the previous Sunday. 
Twenty-eight per cent said they 
went to church at least once a 
month. Fifteen per cent attend 
only on special occasions. Fifty
seven per cent admitted they "hard
ly ever" or never attend church, 
but 7 per cent of these listen to 
radio or television services. 

* * * 
In Germany, the tiny Black For

est village of Konigsfeld was re
cently the site of ceremonies cel
ebrating the 500th anniversary of 
the founding of the first Moravian 
community in Czechoslovakia. Vis
itors came from all over the world, 
including most nations in which 
Moravian missionaries have care 
ried on their work. 

* * * 
In Norway, Bishop Eivind Berg

grav, has taken issue with the Eng
lish historian, Arnold Toynbee. 
Professor Toynbee has argued that 
the great religions should recog
nize one another and · work out a 
form of "peaceful co-existence", ad
mitting the values of each. Bishop 
Berggrav points out that Chris
tians cannot reject Toynbee's view 
simply because of distaste, but they 
should recognize their fundamental 
convictions about the uniqueness 
of Christ. There is no place, he 
said, for an attitude of superiority. 
But neither can Christianity regard 
other beliefs as equally valid · and 
still be true to its own convictions. 

* * * 
In Geneva, Switzerland, the 

World Council of Churches operates 
what is called an Ecumenical 
Church Loan Fund. It's president, 
Gustave Hentsch, has recently 
completed a tour of English and 
American church agencies, to ex
plain its services. Last year, it 
was reported, the fund granted 45 
loans for projects such as recon
struction of churches and church 
houses, homes for refugee children, 
sanatoriums, hospitals, hostels and 
the like. It's intent is to help church 
groups complete important pro
jects where their money is not quite 
adequate at the moment. 

* * * 
Chur'ch Center in India Burned in 

Anti-Missionary Demonstration 

A Hindu mob burned down a com
munity center at Raipur, India, in 
an anti-missionary demonstration. 
The center was operated by the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church 
Mission Board of Philadelphia, 

working through the United Church 
of Northern India. Police arrested 
62 persons during and after the 
demonstrations, and arraigned th~m 
on charges ranging from arson and 
attempted murder to looting and 
assaulting public servants. State 
officials promised a thorough probe 
of the incident. Meanwhile, they 
advised Christians who fled from 
the area to return. Missionaries 
who left Raipur at the time of the 
riots already are back at their 
posts. •l 

---0---

CANADASCOPE 

Baptists to Send Medical .Team 
On World Tour 

The executive committee of the 
Baptist World Alliance, meeting in 
Canada, voted to send three top 
American physicians on a round
the-world tour of Baptist medical 
mission stations. The tour will be
gin next spring. An anestetist, 
a surgeon and a medical school 
dean will make up the visiting 
team. They will offer their serv
ices for unusual medical cases in 
the hospitals and also will direct 
short courses in modern medical 
developments for the benefit of 
all physicians in the areas. 

The committee also approved a 
request from Australia that a score 
or more of outstanding BJlptist 
ministers go to that land in 1958 
or 1959 t'b lead a continent-wide 
evangelistic campaign. 

• * • 

Religious Movie-Makers Hope for 
an Early Winter ·in Canada 

The Anglican Church of Canada 
will make a feature-length reli
gious movie at Lynn Lake, Man
itoba, beginning October 1, and 
the movie-makers are hoping for 
an early winter. "We shall be pray
ing for snow toward the end of 
September," one offcial said, "be
cause snow is essential to some of 
the scenes." 

The film, entitled "The Crucible," 
will show the impact of Christian
ity on a typical Canadian frontier 
town. Only a handful of profes
sitmal actors will be used. The 
townspeople in the local mining 
settlemeµt will provide most of the 
cast. The movie is the first pro
ject of its kind undertaken by any 
Canadian denomination. 

* • • 
Negro Denomination to Establish 

Seminaries in Canada 

Two seminaries of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church will 
be established in the Province of 

Ont ario, Canada--one at Toronto 
and the other at Windsor. The 
decision was made by delegates to 
a district convention of the Negro 
denomination, held at Toronto re
cently: 

'Bishop Joseph Gobez of the 
fourth district told _the delegates 
tha t the 141-year-old Church now 
has a world-wide membership of 
1,165,000. Formed in Philadelphia 

in 1816, the Church has spread to 
West and South Africa, the West 
Indies, South America and Can-

. nada. The Convention made plans • 
for a more intensive,.,effort to in
crease Canadian membership. "Al
though the majority of our mem
bership is colored," Bishop Gomez 
said, "many white persons, espe
cially in the U.S., now belong to 
our Church." 

M. B. World Mission Tour Report 
By D. D. Duerksen 

On Sunday, September 29th, at 
the Elmwood Mennonite Brethren 
Church, Winnipeg, Rev. J. B. ~ oews 
and Mr. C. A. De-Fehr reported on 
their recent visit to the Mennonite 
Brethren mission ~fields. The mis
sion tour was begun on May 29th 
and included a stop-over at the 
Sixth World Conference of Men
nonites at Karlsruh_e, Germany. 

Itinerary Given 

Mr. C. A. De-Fehr in his report 
gave a detailed itinerary of the 
tour. Having left Winnipeg at 8 
a.m. on May 2Sth, the brethren ar
rived in Tokyo at 5 a.m. on May 
30th. After a brief stop at Tokyo 

. they coptinued to Seoul, Korea. 
Japan, Formosa, Hong Kong, Say
gon, the capital of Vietnam, In
dia, Germany, and Austria were 
other places visited, 

A number of interesting facts a
bout the places visited were given 
by Mr. De-Fehr. South Korea has 
a population of 21,000,000, a third 
of the population being refugees. 
Although Christians in Korea have 
suffered intensely under Japanese 
and communist rule, living ch1:1rch
es continue to advance the cause 
of Christ. The tremendous problem 
resulting from population pressure 
in the Far East becomes apparent 
from the facts given by Mr. De
Fehr. Japan proper with a popu
lation of 80,000,000 has only 15% 
arable land., A third of Formosa 
with a population of 10,000,000 is 
mountainous. Hong Kong has 3,-
000,000 people. The poverty and 
low wages in India (21c per day) 
are in part results of population 
pressure. 

Purpose of the Tour 

Basing his report on Ephesians 
3:8, Rev. Toews began by explain
ing the purpose of their visit to 
the mission fields. He pointed out 
that this was the second visit of 
this nature to the Mennonite 
Brethren mission fields during their 
sixty years of existence. Today 221 
workers are serving in ten different 
areas of the world. This necessi
tates co-ordination. Furthermore, 
a visitor from outside is 'more cap
able of an objective evaluation of 
the work. Rev. Toews mentioned 
that the trip of the three brethren 
was financed by private contribu
tions. 

Continuing his report Rev. Toews 
discussed the problems of the mis-. 

• 

sion field against the background 
of the changing political pattern 
of the orient. Particularly strong
ly emerged the contrasting mission 
problems in Japan and India. 

With the breakdown of Shintoism 
and the "cult of emperor worship" 
religious frustration remains char
acteristic of the Japanese. The fail
ure of their own religion causes 
their doubt of Christianity. Fur
thermore, the high intelligence and 
high cultural development of the 
Japanese demand a thorough sec
ular education particularly in the 
field of philosophy from the Chris
tian missionary. The questioning 
mind of the Japanese demands 
proof of the teachings of Chris
tianity. 

In India, where about 94% of 
the population is illiterate, prob
lems of a different nature confront 
the missionary. The long period of 
colonialism has ended, but the In
dian people are unprepared for the 
responsibilities nationalism imposes 
upon them. Not only are they il
literate but the period of domin
ation has resulted · in a docility of 
character and weakness of person
ality which has its implications for 
the missionary. 

_With the advent of nationalism 
in India our methods of mission 
work must change. Indian nation
alism today is opposed to having 
the mission station founded by a 
foreign organization, the centre of 
the mission work. Hence, the train
ing of the home churches in India 
to become the missionary pivot is 
essential. In view of the character 
of the Indian people this ' transition 
in method is difficult. 

Hope for the Future 

"The schools are the hope for 
the future" Rev. Toews declared. 
But the problems of the mission 
schools too are great . . In view of 
these mission problems, Rev. Toews 
pointed out that mission work is 
more than the contribution of dol
lars and cents. It is imperative 
that every true believer compre
hend the true nature of the spiritual 
battle between light and darkness 
in the orient. The mission effort 
should be supported by fervent 
prayer. Then the hope expressed 
in Phil. 1 :& will be fulfilled: "Being 
confident of this very thing, that 
he which has begun a good work 
in you will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ." 
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Baptist Says Refugees 
L:ike a 'Continent' 

"The problem of millions of ref-
. ugees in the world today is like 
the discovery of a new continent," 
says the Rev. Adolph Klaupiks, 
relief coordinator of Baptist Al
liance who visited MCC Akron. 

"This emerging continent is a 
responsibility to Christian organ
izations," he declared, "No one 
knows the solution to the plight 
of the estimated 50 million refu
gees in the world, but we ought to 
help them in some way." 

Mr. Kaupiks, who interpreted for 
the Mennonite-Russian Baptist 
meeting in Chicago a year ago, is 
a Latvian and received theological 
training in St. Petersburg (now 
Leningrad), Russia, where he met 
Mennonite students. 

He said there is "enormous need 
behind the 'iron curtain'." He cited 
Poland as the most open country 
at this time for giving mutual aid. 

"We do not know what is ahead," 
he said, "but we do know we have 
the everlasting arm of God to guide 
us." 

Project Starts 
On H aim ah era 

A six-member MCC agricultural 
and medical team has opened a re
habilitation project at Tobelo on 
the island of Halmahera, one of the 
"spice islands" of northeast Indo~ 
nesia. 

The project is a response to an 
invitation of the 35,000-member 
Christian Church of Halmahera/ 
Morotai to help in their current 
struggle. 

· The church appealed to the In
donesian council' of churches for 
assi~tance which arranged to sup
ply project funds while MCC of
fers workers. 

The Christian community on 
Halmahera, which constitutes a 
third of the island's population, is 
an outgrowth of Christian work by 
Dutch missionaries who began in 
1866. 

With Dutch leadership the church 
established parochial schools, a hos
pital and leprosarium serving some 
50,000 persons in the area, and co-· 
conut plantations whichi financed 
the church's mission program. 

Dutch missionaries left the is
land when Indonesia won inde
pendence from Dutch colonial rule 
in 1949. The young Halmahera 
church became an independent syn
od and inherited the property. 

But it was left without trained 
minister, school administrators and 
a trained hospital staff. Coconut 
plantations began to operate with 
less efficiency .so income was stifled. 
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Dr. Glenn Hoffman, MCC Indo
nesia director, said "The church's 
need is ·obvious and it must be our 
aim in this program to help the 
cl)lurch to its feet financially so that 
it may operate its evangelistic edu
cational and medical program more 
effectively." , 

Moslems and adherents of ani
mism constitute two-thirds of the 
Halmahera population. The latter 
group represents "a ripened har
vest field" for the Christian Church, 
Dr. Hoffman said. 

Christian Z. Yoder (Warwick, 
Va.,) is business manager. Paxmen 
Edward Weber (Kitchener, Ont.) 
and Maurice Hertzler (Mechanics
burg, Pa.), will assist him in plan
tation work. Nurses are Mrs. 
Yoder and Anne Warkentin (Su
perb, Sask.) , who has returned for 
her l?econd term of service in In• 
donesia. 

Children r Ask 
Only Love 

Mennonite volunteers in Junior 
Village, / home for 300 neglected 
children, are giving love and atten
tion to children who do not have 
parental security and love. 

Betty Jane Barkman (Hillsboro, 
Kan) reports she took • care of 
three small newcomers to the Vil
lage. She learned that one of these 
girls, six months old, was taken to 
the Village by the police when her 
twin sister was I beaten i to death. 
The father was charged with tfie 
death. 

Volunteers at Junior Village en
joy playing . with the children, tell
ing them stories and in general 
playing the role of "mother" to 
the love-starved youngsters. They 
consider this a great opportunity 
to shai.e the spirit of Christ. 

To Join Reedley Staff 
Mrs. Bertha Becker and Mrs. 

Henry Langeman of Reedley join
ed the staff of Kings View Home3 
at Reedley, Cal., as housekeeper 
and personnel secretary respective
ly. Mrs. Langeman is an exper
ienced MCC worker. 

MTS Functions 
in Winnipeg 

Menno Travel Service has estab
lished an office in Winnipeg in the 
interest of giving more personal 
service to Canadian Mennonites. 

The manager is John H. Unruh, 
who previously had a travel busi
ness of his own in addition to his 
real estate and insurance business. 
His office is located at 302 Power 
Building. 

~et's Sponsor a Trainee 
Would you like an experience in 

international living? 
Twenty-seven young people from 

Germany, the Netherlands, Switzer
land, Paraguay and France are 
now in the United States for a 

year of mutual sharing, tr&ining 
. and fellowship. 

· They are scheduled to go to a 
different home in January for their 
last six months here. By _ Nov. 15 
MCC Akron, Pa., will need names 
of families wishing to sponsor these 
trainees. Inquiries are invited. 

Two Airl'ines Reduce, 
crergy Fare - , But 

Akron, Pa. - Two USA airlines 
have reduced fares for the clergy, 
but with stringent stipulations, ac
cording to an announcement receiv
ed here by Menno Travel Service 
from the Air Traffic Conference of 
America. 1 

They are Nprtheast Airlines, 
covering the Atlantic coast from 
Maine to Florida, and Central Air
lines, co~ering Oklahoma and points 
in bordering states. 

Since a Congressional Act more 
than a year ago made provision 
for a clergy reduction in air tra
vel, a number of airlines .have given 
it consideration. 

These are the first two lines to 
put the policy into effect, accord
ing to a check of tariff sheets from 
ATC. None of the trancontinen
tal airlines have authorized a re
duction. 

The 50 per cent reduction is lim
ited in its value at .this point, MTS 
commented. 

Under regulations by Northeast 
and Central airlines, clergymen 
must apply annually for a separate 
identification card to each airline, 
a charge of $5. 

It is not possible to obtain con
firmed reservations ahead of time 
and under this arrangement clergy
men may board the plane orily if 
it is not fille~ with regular-fare 
passengers. 

<Jiu,, :i. 18 I e1uuc,e o/J Me-r- 'kllta KHOU) 
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The World's First and Fastest Portable Typewriter 

Sterling .. ..... $107.50 
Skyriter .... $74-S0 

Cash or Easy Payments-as it suits you best. - Ministers 
and Teachers receive a special discount. 

Everything you'd expect in an office typewriter-and more. 'Here 
is a portable that gives big machine performance. Even the 
guesswork of page-end typing is eliminated . with the exclusive 
Page Gage. Five models to choose from, with color.speed key
board, quickset margins, super-speed esc~pement, skidproof feet. 

IDEAL FOR EVERYONE! 
• For students ... you will get your essays done faster and 

receive better marks for them. 
• For the businessman, farmer, offi.oe worker and teacher. 
• For the Christian workier. . . have your · notes neat and 

tidy, · your outlines i:eady to file. Your correspondence 
will make a better impression. 

Smith-Corona portables giv,e you a choi<le of the pica or elite type. 
There are special foreign Ianguage keyboards available at nominal 
extra oost. 

FREE! 
When you purchase -a Smith-Corona portable typewriter you receive 
an instruction book that 'enables you to learn how to type efficiently 
at home. 

Write Now for Illustrated Folders 
I 

THE CHRISTIAN PRESS, LTD. 
159 Kielvin Street, Winnipeg 5, Man. 
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Tabor College 
Christian Life Emphasis Week 

This year's week of special em
phasis: on Christian living . on · the 
Tabor College campus. has , been 
scheduled for October 7-11. · Rev. 
N. A. Wiens, pastor of .the Bethel 
Baptist . Church of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, is the invited speaker. 

Rev. Wiens is riot riew to the 
Tabor campus, having spoken here 
at various occasions three times 
previously in recent years. Stud
ents arid faculty alike know him as 
a thorough Christian scholar, a 
stimulating speaker, and an effect
ive counselor in personal and spir
itual problems. He will speak each 
morning during extended chapel 
periods and each evening of the 
week at 8 :00. · 

Rev. Wiens' early spiritual train
ing was received in the Delft, Min
nesota, Mennonite Brethren Church. 
He has studied at Northwestern 
College, the Northern Baptist Sem
inary, and Loyola University. Be
fore taking his pastJ'rate at Kala
mazoo, he held a similar position at 
Freeport, Illinois. 

Week-End Retreat 

More than 100 Tabor College stu-
dents and faculty members are ex

. pected to leave Hillsboro Friday, 
·September 27, for the third annual 
Week-end Retreat sponsored by the
Christian Fellowship Association. 
They will assemble near Salina, 
Kansas, at Camp Webster, a church 
camp grounds. 1 

The guest speaker for this year's
retreat is Rev. Vernon Harms, 
pastor of the Evangelical Mennonite 
Brethren Church of Hutchinson, 
Kansas. In addition to messages by 
the speaker there will be discus
sions, times of prayer and medita
tion, and recreational periods. 

The Christian Fellowship Asso
ciation is the student organization 
which coordinates all student Chris
tian activities on the campus. Its 
president this year is Don Faul, 
senior from Velva, North Dakota. 

-o---

Octob~r 6, Christian 
Education Day in Fresno 

Dr. Lando Hiebert of Hillsboro, 
Kansas, will be the chief speaker of 
the Christian Education Day ser
vices in Fresno on October 6, spon
sored by the Pacific Bible Institute 
and ~hristian College and by the 
Mennonite Brethren Biblical Sem
inary. Dr. Hiebert is head of the 
Bible Department in Tabor College. 
He will bring addresses at the af
ternoon service, to be held on the 

. Seminary lawn, and at the evening 
gathering in the M.B. Church on 
Olive Avenue. 

Also on the program are E. J. 
Peters, chairman of the Board of 
Education; Rev. Dan Friesen of 
Reedley; G. H. Janzen of Fresno: 
and members of the Institute cVId 
Seminary faculties. The P .B.I. choir 
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is scheduled to sing in . the after-- · · · · 
noon. · '•i • Two -New Missionaries 

The purpose 'of Christian Educa-- ~'· 
tion Day is to acquaint the _publ~c 
with our schools, to present' offii::ial 
reports concerning this year's work~ 
to · challenge the . constituency to 
wholehearted support of our unified 
education program, and to bring 
inspiration and blessing to_ all list
eners. 

Foreign Students Arrive 

Students from . Egypt, Korea, 
Italy, Japan and the Philippines 
have been · arriving one by orie at 
the Seminary and Institute. Daniel 
Choi of Korea is taking seminary 
training in preparation for a min
istry in his home country; he re
ceived so.me of his earlier educa
tion in Seoul. Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Pastre, from · Italy and Costa Rica 
respectively, are likewise preparing 
for mission work. Both have spent 
a year in Tabor College and are 
now taking classes at the seminary. 
They are members of the Nueva 
Ideal M,B. Church in Durango, 
Mexico. John Ichimaru arrived re
cently from Nishinoomoti, Japan, to 
enroll in the seminary. 

Four of the foreign students are 
attending P.B.I. George Gano from 
the Philippines is taking Bible and 
college classes; his wife may join 
him in America some time later. 
Osami Enomoto came to us from 
Japan. The most recent arrivals 
are Karnik Avakian and Jacob Kal
fayan · of Alexandria, Egypt. An
other Egyptian student, Ruth Sha
karian, has already spent a year 
at the Institute. 

---0---

Winkler Bible School 
The doors of this Bible School 

shall be ol.!len~d October 15. The 
following teachers will instruct this 
year: Willy G. Baerg, J. H. Quiring 
(part-tim~), J. H. Goossen, D. K. 
Duerksen, John B. Boldt and G. D. 
Huebert. Private lessons in voice 
and piano will be given by two 
teachers, Justina Wiebe and Eliza
beth Labun. 

We cordially invite young people, 
who wish to study God's Word and 
who are guided by the Holy Spirit, 
to attend our school. 

Apply for acceptance by writing 
to either G. D. Huebert, 96 Martin 
Ave., Wihnipeg 5, Manitoba, or to 
John B. Boldt, Winkler, Manitoba. 

The opening festival takes place 
on October 27th at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Winkler M.B. Church. Everybody 
is heartily invited to attend this im-
portant service. · 

W .B. School Administration. 
---0-

Editor in Hosp,ital 
This is · to let our readers know 

that the editor of this paper, Bro. 
Leslie Stobbe, has been confined to 
the hospital since Sept. 26. God is 
granting him speedy recovery and 
we hope to have him back with us 
within a week- or so. -H.F.K. 

MARIE RIEDIGER, R.N., 
Chilliwack, B. C. 

Two new missionaries - one a 
nurse and the other a teacher
have recently begun service under 
the Mennonite Brethren Church 
Board of Foreign Missions. 

Miss Marie Riediger, R.N., Chil
liwack, B.C., sailed for Bombay, 
India, late in August. Upon ar
rival a~ orientation, she will be 

. assigned to one of the mission hos
pitals on the Mennonite Brethren 
Church field in the state of Andhra 
Predash. 

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Abram C. Riediger, Miss Riediger 
is a member of the East · Chilli
wack Mennonite Brethren Church. 
In 1955 she received the bachelor 
of religious education. degree from 
Mennonite Brethren Bible Col
lege. In 1956 she enrolled · in a 
postgraduate course in the teach
ing and supervising of nursing edu
cation at the University of Man
itoba. 

ELIZABETH THIESZEN, 
Mountain Lake, Minn. 

The second new missionary is 
Miss Elizabeth Tieszen, Mountain 
La~e. Minn. Serving on an ·em
ployee basis, she teaches in the 
school for missionary children, La
Cumbre, Colombia. The daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Aaron P. Tieszen, 
she was graduated from Tabor Col
lege with the A.B. degree in May, 
1957. 
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By Stanley High 

This is the personal story of 
the man, his message . and . his 
m1ss_1on. It_ is the story of his 
teen-age beginnings . as a. preach~ 
er; of how today he draws and 
mov!!s such vast audiences; of 
those who play leading parts in 
his work. · · 

It is also the story, told dra
matically and firsthand, of Billy 
Graham's Crusades: ht>w they 
are prepared for, organized, fin
anced and, even more dramat
ically, how in scores of cities 
across the United States, in Ca
nada, Great Britain, Europe, and 
Asia, they put religion on the 
front page and make it the chief 
topic of man-in-the-street con
versation. 

Finally, Bill;y- Graham gives 
the amazing record of results: a 
human-interest, case-history ac
count, months and years after 'a 
Crusade has ended, of what hap
pens to its converts, to ministers, 
and to the churches. 

For those who have followeCI 
Billy Graham's activity and lis
tened to his messages, this book 
will prove enjoyable and high
ly readable. Especially signifi
cant are the observations the 
author makes about the secret 
of Billy Graham's success. 

$4.50 

* * * 

Seco.ncl ~lwu<;l,J.t 
011,t/,,e 

~eacl. Sea · SCII.Ol.u 
By F. F . Bruce 

At last the pUJblk can read an 
authoritative book on the im
portant Dead Sea Scrolls. In . 
this 1book the careful and learn
ed Professor of Biblical His
tory and Literature in the Un
iversity of Sheffield, England, 
has sifted all the evidence at 
present available, good, ibad and 
indifferent, and has given us the 
fruit of his own insight into the 
interpretation of the light these 
discoveries cast upon lhe Word 
of God. This eminently read
able and thoroughly reliable ac
count of these outstanding dis
coveries ·contains chapters on: 
The First _ Discoveries; Later 
Discoveries; Dating the Finds; 
The Scrolls and the Old Test
ament; Biblical Interpretation 

, and the Messianic Hope; The 
Teacher of Righteousness and 
His Enemies; Qumran an:d 
Christianity. 

Price $2.50 

THE CHRISTIAN PRESS, ,Ltd., 
159 Kelvin St., WinDipeg 5, Man. 

\ 
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Enrollment Figures 
Announced at 
Tabor College 

Figures on the fall enrollment at 
Tabor College, released by the reg
istrar's office September 23, indi
cate that on that day 96 freshmen, 
61 sophomores, 35 juniors, 30 sen
iors, and 19 unclassified were reg
istered for a total of 241 college- . 
age students. 25 special students 
of high school age or under brought 
the total enrollment to 266. This 
figure compares with 259 at this 
time a year ago. 

The increase in college-age en
rollment is somewhat greater than 
the total figure shows. There are 
241 college-age students now as 
compared to 229 last year, with a 
slight decrease in pre-college-age 
students. (Most of the pre-college
age students classified as "special" 
take private music instruction in 
the preparatory music department 
of the college.) 

An unusual fact is that the wo
men outnumber the men 141 to 125. 
Of the full-time students, 125 are 
new this year. 

Commenting on the figures, Dr. 
Ben J. Wiens, registrar, said, "The 

LORNE A. WOLCH 
B.Se., R.O., O.D. 

Optometrist and Optician 
Eyes Examined 

272 Kelvin St., Elmwood 
Phone: LE 3-1177 

· enrollment is following quite close
ly trends noted in a study which 
was made last spring. A census of 
the Mennonite Brethren Church at 
that time showed that the number 
of graduating high . school seniors 
would remain fairly constant until 
the fall of 1959, when the predicted 
increase in students .seeking admis- . 
sion to college would begin to make 
itself felt." 

---0-

President Will Attend 
Fall Conferences : 

. President Leonard J. Franz of 
Tabor College left Hillsboro Sep
tember 28 for Mountain Lake, Min
nesota, where he was scheduled to 
represent the college and report 
on the school's activities at the an
nual Central District Conference 
of the Mennonite Brethren Church, 
which convened there beginning on 
Sunday, the 29th. 

Dr. Franz will also attend two 
forthcoming conference of the M. 
B. Church this fall. The first will 
be a U. S. Area Conference which 
will meet in Reedley, California, 
October 15 and 16. The second is 
the 47th General Conference of 
the Mennonite Brethren Church, 
which will convene at Yarrow, Brit
ish · Columbia, October 18-23. 

Several other members of the 
Tabor staff are expected to attend 
the two West Coast meetings. A 
male quartet accompanied Presi
dent Franz to the Minnesota con
ference. 

M.B.C.I. ALUMNI presents a 

~ 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19th, 1957, at 8 P.M. 
in the TECHNICAL VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Notre Dame Ave. and Wall St., · Winnipeg. 

COME AND HEAR FAMOUS MENNONITE ARTISTS: 
• Wanda Dick • Viola Falk • John Kldssen 

• Ladies' Ensemble 

ORDER NOW! Limited number of tickets available. 
- Proceeds to benefit the M.B.C.I. -

Telephone LEnox 3-2944 between 4 and 6 p.m. or obtain tickets 
(1.00) at the Christian Press Ltd., 159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5. 

ORDER FORM for the 
MENNONITE OBSERVER 

' 

Subscription rate: $1.75 per year. 

The Christian Press, Ltd. 
159 Kelvin St., 
Winnipeg 5. Manitoba. 

Please send me the MENNONITE OBSERVER for ................ year(s). 
• New Subscriber • Renewal 

Enclosed please find $.................... in ....................................................... . 
(Postal money order or bank cheque, including exchange.) 

Name: ................................................................................................................ .. 
(Please print) 

Address: ............................................................................................................. . 

(Sample copies mailed free upon request.) 

Elect Class Officers 
At Tabor College 

~ On September 24, the senior, 
junior, and sophomore classes at 
Tabor College elected class officers 
and representatives to the student 
government body for the current 
year. The freshmen will organize 
after six weeks of orientation. Re
sults of the elections were as fol
lows: 

Seniors · - president, Dwight 
Klaassen, Weatherford, Oklahoma; 
vice-president, Richard Heinrichs, 
Jose, Colorado; secretary-treasur
er, Elaine Flaming, Chowchilla, , 
California: student council_ rep
resentativt!, John Neustadter, Hep
burn, Saskatchewan. , 

Juniors-president, Jona Baltzer, 
Peabody, Kansas; vice-president, 
Joe Fast, Hillsboro; secretary
treasurer, Elizabeth Hiebert, Hills
boro; council representative, Bev
erly Vogt, Colony, Oklahoma. 

Sophomores - president, Arlo 
Kunkel, Marion, South Dakota; 
vice-president, Leo Franz, Buhler, 
Kansas;: secretary-treasurer, Eve
lyn Ediger, Wasco, California; 
council representative, Ted Nickel, 
Reedley, California. 

----0-

Farewell to Kasdorfs 
at · Chilliwack 

Mr. and Mrs. Hans Kasdorf and 
tiny daughter "Bonnie" are on their 
way to South America. They are 
leaving . friends and loved ones in 
Canada. They are following God's 
call 'to tell salvation's story in Mr. 
Kasdorf's native land, Brazil. 

As a final farewell for the Kas
dorfs the East Chilliwack M. B. 
church had a farewell fellowship 
meeting with them on the fifteenth 
of September-the night before 
they left British Columbia. 

Mr. Kasdorf had been p1u-ticu
larly active in the East Chilliwack 
Bible school. His two fellow teach
ers, Mr. J. Friesen, principal, and 
Reverend George Thielmann, ad
dressed short words of thanks to 
the brother for the invaluable ser
vices he rendered to the school. 
The students will remember Mr. 
Kasdorf-not by what he taught 
them, but by his Christ-centered 
life. 

Mrs. Kasdorf expressed her ap
preciation for the love and kind
ness they had found in the church. 
Then she told how she wanted to 
serve God by helping her husband 
in his task of teaching and preach
ing. 

A brief glimpse into the land of 
Brazil was given us when Mr. Kas-

. dorf spoke. He said it was a big 
land-beautiful and wonderful, but 
full of transgression and sin. The 
doors are wide open for the gospel, 
however, and during the past year 
many, many Bibles have been 
brought to the land. The work 
which the couple will be doing is 
in the Bible schools which have 

October 4, 1957 

been set up by our mission in that 
land. 

The Bible school students and 
young people of the church had a 
last opportunity on Sept. 15, for 
fellowship with Mr. and Mrs. Kas
dorf. A special snack had been 
prepared in the basement. Mr. and 
Mrs. Friesen, of the Bible school 
were seated with them at the head 
table. 

As \\'.e srud good-bye to Kas
dorfs, we promised to remember 
them in prayer. We trust that God 
will bless them and make them a 
blessing in the place which he has 
for them . 

-Marlene Penner. 

On tlie Jlorizon 
October 6-Opening festivities of 

the Mennonite Brethren Collegiate 
Institute in Winnipeg, to be held 
at 2:30 p.m. at the North Kildo
nan M. B. church. 

October 6 -Opening exercises of 
the Mennonite Brethren Bible Col
lege in Winnipeg. 

October 6-The annual harvest 
and mission festival will be held at 
the Morden, Man., M. B. church. 
Services begin at 10:00 a.m. and 
2:00 p.m. 

October 6 to 8-Annual confer
ence of the Krimer Mennonite 
Brethren churches at Zoar KMB · 
church, near Inman, Kansas. 

October 6 to 11 - Missionary 
Conference in the M.B. Auditorium 
at Herbert, Sask. Rev. J.B. Toews 
and Rev. Wm. Baerg will be two of 
the speakers. 

October 18 - The 25th anniver
sary of the founding of the Con
ference of Mennonite Brethren 
Churches in Ontario will . be held 
in the auditorium of the Eden 
Christian College. 

October 20. - The General Con
ference of the M. B. Church in 
North America will •begin its tri
ennal sessions in British Colum
bia. 

October 26-Annual Conference 
of the Historic Peace Churches of 
Ontario at Eden Christian College, 

.Virgil, Ontario. · 
October 26 and 27-The annual 

Youth Rally sponsored by the Mani
toba M.B. Youth Committee will be 
held in the Elmwood M.B. church. 

----0-

Announcement 
The annual Harvest and Mission 

Festival will be held at Carman, 
Man., in the Gospel Light Mission 
on Sunday, October 6th. Services 
begin at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

Sincerely, 
-Frank H. Giesbrecht . 
---<>-

The Christian Evangel, which 
served for forty-seven years as the 
organ of the Central . Conference 
Mennonites, has ceased publication 
due to the merger of Central Con
ference with the General Confer
ence Mennonites. 


