
/ . . © .· 

ennon1ie 
-[)) b server 
January 13, 1956 

~Hugo Jantz to go 
to Quito 

Chilliwack, B.C. - After visit
ing .most of the Mennonite Breth
ren Churches in British . Columbia, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Jantz will 
leave for Ontario on February 4 
on the first lap of a journey that 
will end in Quito, Ecuador. There 
they will work with the David 
Nightingales at the radio station 
HCJB under the sponsorship of 
t!ie M.B. Board of Foreign Mis
sions. 

~be Christian Pl"ess, Ltd., Winnipeg, Manitoba 

are appointed by the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society of 
New York . . 

Miss Friesen, who was to sail 
from New York for London on Jan. 
11 and then proceed to India via 
the Mediteranean, is the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. P. T. Friesen of 
Winkler. She graduated from 
Winkler Collegiate Institute · in 
1952 and from the Provincial Nor
mal School in 1953. She has 
taught one year in the Lorette .and 
one year in the MacGregor district 
since then. 

Active as a Sunday school teach
er, as a member of the church choir 
and as a counsellor in Bible camp, 
Miss · Friesen was given . words of 
farewell by representatives of these 
organizations. 

-0--

WATCH NIGHT SERVICE 
IN YARROW 

Yarrow, B.C. - When only two 
hours of 1955 remained, the young 
p~ople of the M.B. Church here 
gathered in the church basement 
for a Watch Night Service. 

The programme, prepared and 
led by the Youth Committee, with 
Brother Henry Voth as '1eader, con
sisted of three main parts. First 
there was general singing and a 
Bible Character contest, in which 
everyone participated. Then a light 
lunch was served. · 

The last miriutes of the old year 
and the first minutes of the new 
year wele spent in a devotionaf 
period of testimonies and a mes
sage from God's Word. Brother 
Jake Friesen, teacher at the East 
Chilliwack Bible School, spoke on 
"Redeeming the Time". 

"For I decided to know 

nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ and 

him crucified." I Cor. 2:2. 
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Mr. Jantz, an M.B. Bible Gol
Iege graduate, has been teaching at 
the East Chilliwack Bible School 
for the last three years. During 
that period Mr. Jantz was interim 
pastor at the German Baptist 
Church in Chilliwack for one year. 
For the last year and a half he 
has also been assisting with the 
publication of the Konferenz~ 
]ugendblatt. In great demand as 
a speaker, he has written several 
plays that have been produced by · 
groups . at college, Bible schools, 
and in churches. 

Advanced Bible School 
at Fernheim 

An advanced Bible school in 
South America, to be known as 
the Fernheim Bible Institute, will 
be opened in March with the as
sistance of the North American 
Mennonite Brethren Board of Gen
eral Welhre. A faculty of six in
structors has been secured. G. H. 
Sukkau of Yarrow, British Colum
bia, will be the school principal. 
This school is being started in re
sponse to requests from our South 
American brethren for an institu
tion to · train Sunday school work
ers, mission workers and ministers. 
The short-term Bible schools will 
continue their instruction, but this 
new school represents an advanced 
effort in training Christian workers 
for witness and service in South 
America. 

New College Building Dedicated 

Mr and Mrs. Jantz, who have 
one daughter, Janet, win spend 
three weeks in Ontario with their 
parents, while speaking at various 
places. They will leave for Hills
boro, headquarters of the M.B. 
Boa,rd of Foreign Missions, after 
the first of March. They will also 
spend some time in Costa Rica 
studying Spanish before they leave· 
for Quito to assume their duties 
there. The prayers of God's people 

· for them will be appreciated. 
-0--

To Teach Missionaries' 
Children in India 

Farewell services were held 
in lhe Mennonite Brethren 
church in Winkler, Man., on 
January 1 for Miss Mabel Frie., 
sen, who left for India on Jan
uary 8. She will teach a Grade 
2 class of children in the Ko
daikanal school for missionar
ies' children for the next three 
years. 

The Kodaikanal school for mis
sionaries' children is supported by 
various missionary societies on an 
interdenominational basis, and chil
dren of Mennonite Brethren mis
sionaries in India attend this 
school. The teachers of ,the school 

- One type of assistance to our 
brethren in South America which 
the Welfare Board continues to 
provide is financial aid to needy 
families. Recently a small amount 
of money was made available to 
aid needy persons in Neuland co
lony. 

- Services conducted in the 
Mennonite Brethren mission home 
in Montevideo, Uruguay, are well
attended, according to G. H. Suk
kau. One .Sunday the attendance 
was between 50 and 60. Brother 
Sukkau also writes that the crops 
in the Mennonite colonies in Uru
guay looked promising, although 
there was need for moisture. 

• 

· The $152,000 building of the 
Canadian Mennonite Bible Col
lege, located in Tuxedo, a suburb 
of Winnipeg, . was dedicated at 
2:30 p.m., Sunday, January 8. 
While 500 .crowded into the audi
torium, other hundreds stood or 
sat in the lobby, classrooms, library, 
or went home because of lack of 
room, an indication of the tremen
dous interest shown in the Canad
ian Mennonite Bible College. 

The L-shaped structure was 
started in June and completed by 
January 1. Built to accommodate 
200 students, it makes provision for 
all the usual needs of a college, in
cluding large library, classrooms, 
offices, music rooms, archive 
room, bookstore, book repair room, 
a small gym, a conference room, 
and a kitchen and dining room. 
Whiie a considerable distance from 
the center of Winnipeg, it stands 
on twenty acres of land next to the 
Provincial Normal School and thus 
has bus service to its gate. At 
present the dormitories remairi on 
Wellington Crescent and Furby 
Street, necessitating a large amount 
of travel. 

Rev. I. I. Friesen, the president 
of the Canadian Mennonite Bible 
College, was chairman at the dedi
cation service, while nearly 80 
students occupied the platform and 
sang several songs. The presenta
tion of the master key to Rev. J. J. 

Thiessen, chairman of the College 
Board, was made by Mr. J. Schel
lenberg, representing the Semmler 
Construction Co., who erected the 
building. Rev. Thiessen then gave 
Mr. Schellenberg a box containing 
a Bible, a 1954 conference year
book, a 1955-57 coHege catalogue, 
and a 1955 yearbook. This was to 
be sealed in the memorial stone. · 

"The church has the respons
ibility of passing on its religious 
heritage. We also need to acquaint 
our young people with the history 
of our church, ,and the great task 
that faces us in the world and in 
the church. . They need to see that 
it is either Christ or chaos," Rev. 
I . I. Friesen declared in his mes
sage, based on Deut. 6: 4-25. The 
church college provides this oppor
tunity. 

"God's presence in our homes, 
in our schools, is dependent upon 
the piety, the dedication, the holi
ness, and the consecration of our 
people to the will of God," "Rev. 
J. J. Thiessen of Saskatoon asserted 
in the . dedicatory address. "We . 
are not concerned with . the build
ing of a temple that is to rival 
Solomon's, but with a theological 
school that has high responsibilities 
in the growth of our church," he 
continued. 

"God planned Solomon's temple, 
and we believe that He has also 

(Conc~uded on page 9-1) 
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,_ __ E_D__.:.I _T_O_R_I A_L __ __JI 
A Challenge to Friendliness 

At a time when tourist agencies go out of their way to greet 
trav~llers to their island or resort, when conventions hire pro
fessional greeters to welcome all the .guests, and when factories 
provide guided tours and luncheons for all visitors we as Men-. ' nomtes and as churches many times reveal a sad disregard for 
one of the basic needs of an individual, the sense of belonging. 
Too many of 11.lS feel that if the food and the preaching is good 
the stranger should be satisfied. 

Mennonites by tradition are reserved. Four centuries of 
persecution and flight, of isolation and segregation have helped 
us to withdraw into a shell. We are comfortable there for it 
is always hard to forget self and think of other people. Oft~n only 
our intimate friends are able to penetrate the shell and see our· 
real selyes. The stranger who enters our gate, the wanderer who 
comes _mto our church, ·sees us with our shell of indifference 
(reserve) tightly closed, No wonder then that we complain of 
having few friends and very little increase in our churches out
side of natural family growth . . 

Literally hundreds of strangers· enter Mennonite churches 
evE;rY Sunday-and often leave without having seen one 
smile of welcome. Many others of us have neighbors who have 
never heard a cheery word of greeting from us much less an 
invitation in~o the house for a cup of coffee. S~ores of young 
people go to the same classes in hig~ school and university with 
y~mng people whom they befriend only too seldom. We have 
either been too busy, too shy, too proud, or too distrustful to 
bE; fri,~ndly. _In doing this we forfeit enriching frienda:1ips, a 
widenmg horizon, a de~per appreciation of the other person's 
worth, and an opportunity to cheer -the fallen heal the sin-sick 
and witness for our Lord. ' ' 

In some churches and young people's groups deacons and 
others have been appointed to meet the visitors as they enter 
the lobby of the church, receive their coats, give them .a cheery 
word of welcome, and pass them on to a friendly usher. Other 
churches have made special efforts to secure ushers who are 
friendly, or to train ushers to make people feel at home. These 
~we_ s_teps in the_ right ?1rection. However, as long as we as 
mdivid1;1als .r•emam unfrienc;Uy, failing to radiate forth the love 
of Christ, these ~e~ures. are but a stop-gap. Each one of us 
mus_t resemble Christ m this respect, for He was called a friend 
of smners and publicans. · 

. In this new year let us resolve to drop our reserve and be 
friendly to all. Who knows, we may 'fin someone to Christ that 
way. 

Through the Lookinq-Glass 

Cooperation? 
(Note: This column is held open 

for an exchange and expression 
of opinion, criticism, and other re
marks. They do not necessarily re
present the publisher's viewpoint. 
If you drsagree with anything writ~ 
ten in this column, send in your 
own contribution. -Ed.) 
· I am sure · that many have been 
impressed by the short statement 
under the publisher's and editor's 
note about the MENNONITE OB
SER VER striving toward . "the es-· 
ential unity of all true Menno
nites. . . ." This is a bold state
ment and we are very gratified to 
know that this is to be the policy 
of this paper, and in so far also 
the · attitude · of The Christian 
Press Ltd. · 

I am a member of the M.B. 
Church and as such feel that we 
should be willing to tell ourselves 
immediately that if this is to be our 
ooilcern also we have a great · deal 
to learn. The possibility exists of co
operating with other Mennonites of 

North America in a strong, quali
fied, conservative, · all-Mennonite 
biblical seminary, hut our response 
has been negative. Our coopera
tion in the MCC has been rather 
weak. Of the hundreds of PAX 
boys in Europe and the Middle 
East only a very small number 
have been Mennonite Brethren. 
With this record behind us, co
operation in the future might even 
necessitate back-tracking. Let . us 
not be too proud to stoop, nor too 
humhle to strive for the highest. 

If we are really a brethren 
church it is important that the 
membership know of these things, 
that it might be able to discuss 
and consider them and thus it 
might be possible to see what its 
opinion actually is. Where there 
i~ no free discussion of matte·rs 
there is bound to, be a tyranny of 
some sort. This would be contrary 
to our congregational heritage and 
our convictions as a brotherhood, 
so let us rise as individual "mem
b(:;rs'.' to our joint responsibility. 

Devotional 
Peace From God 

Jacob Isaac* 

"Peace I Jeave with you, my 
peace I give unto you; not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you." 

Peace! How that little word 
echoes and re-echoes in the human 
soul ! How the heart of man 
yearns for peace, real peace, abid
mg peace! But how fruitless of
ten is the search of man for this 
most desirable fruit of the Spir
it! Where shall he find it? 

The world promises peace to 
the individual. With enticing 
words 1it says, "Lo, it is here," or 
"Lo, it is there." Yes, look for it 
in luxury, or find it in wealth; 
seek it in security or secure it 
through freedom from want. Yet 
man, grasping at these straws, still 
retains the soul's hunger for peace; 
for how can a longing for commun
ion with an infinite God be stiHed 
by finite things? So man contin
ues his ineffectual search for peace 
in the material world. 

Jesus also promises peace, but 
not as the world does. The world 
offers a shadow; Christ offers the 
real. The world offers the satis
faction of the physical, temporal 

. and immediate needs as a means 
towards peace; yet peace fails to 
follow. Christ, on the contrary, 
offers peace itself - reaI and abid
ing peace; and those who accept 
ir from ?im go forth rejoicing in 
the face of the very needs which 
the world considers... a means for 
peace. 

What is this peace offered by 
Christ, this peace which passeth all 
understanding? Dwell for a mom
ent on its three major aspects. 

First of aU, it is peace with one's 
fellowman. How disturbing it is 
to be constantly at odds with one's 
neighbor-bickering here, arguing 
there, disagreeing with this per
son, envying the next. Christ 
settles all that. Love floods into 
the soul of the Christian and, come 
what may, he sincerely and earnest
ly desires the welfare of each per
son he meets. Even persecution 
cannot awaken the feeling ,£ ani
mosity towar1s his persetucors. He 
is at peace with man. 

It is a distressing realization that 
the roots of this obvious lack of 
cooperation lie so deep in us that 
they are causing disunity, tension, 
and consequently inefficiency and 
unspirituality in our own midst. 
A group that does not cooperate 
within -its own boundaries will nev
er be able to cooperate effectively 
beyond them. Some examples 
within our own brotherhood are: 
our high schools will not cooperate 
with our Bible schools; our Bible 
schools within a province will not 

. cooperate with one another; we 
will not cooperate on one good 

(Continued on page 4-4) 
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Of even greater importance is 
the peace with self which Christ 
bestows. As disturbing as enmity 
with the next man can be, even 
more frustrating is the inner con
flict in oneself. What an upheav
al results in the emotional life of 
man when his desires prompt him 
to actions which his conscience will · · 
not condone! Tom between these 
two opposing forces, man suffers 
terrible inner frustration. Christ 
changes all. Desires are changed, 
and the conscience now reinforces 
the drive for the sanctification of 
the inner and the outer man. In
ner harmony is restored; man is 
at peace with himself. 

But the most important aspect 
of the peace offered by Christ is 
the peace established between the 
soul and its God. No longer does 
man.. avoid, fear, or even oppose 
God. No longer is he haunted by 
dread lest he be forced to face a 
righteous God unprepared. God's 
love and grace is now his assur
ance; God's power is at his dis
posal, and , God's will is his will. 
In the knowledge of God's pres
ence and approval he faces all the 
hardships and trials of the world 
undismayed. He is at peace with 
God. 

· What an. inner joy and strength 
is afforded by this peace with man, 
with self and with God! What 
can then assaH the soul? Surely, 
"Thou wilt keep him . in perfect 
peace whose mind is stayed on · 
Thee/' 

*Instructor at the Alberta Men
nonite High School, Coaldale, Alta. 
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Darr~I Handel at Missionary Conference 
of the Evangelical Mennon;te Church 

D. K. Schellenberg 

Steinbach, Man. - The fifth that at home we might have one 
annual Missionary Conference minister fpr several hundred people, 
of the Evangelical Mennonite but in some parts of the world 
Church -of Steinbach, Manitoba, there is one lone worker for every 
was held from December 29 to 50,000 people. To use "his words, 
J .anuary 1. Chairman was Rev. "Is it fair?" In Mexico the sit
B. D. Reimer, principal of the uation is even more alarming, for 
Steinbach Bible Institute while there is only one missionary to 
John Peters of the Steinbach 75,000 people. Again we echo the 
Collegiate Institute was secre- words of the speaker, "Is it fair?" 
fary. When we hear facts like these we 

Rev. J. Darrel Handel of the are led to exclaim with Reginald 
"Back to the Bible" broadcast Heber. 
originating in Lincoln, Nebras- Shall we whose souls are lighted 
ka, was the main speaker at With wisdom from on high, 
the conference. His concern Shall we to men benighted 
for the lost was sensed from The lamp of life deny? · 
the start by those attending the At the two closing services God's 
meetings. Spirit was at work in a special 

In one of his messages Rev. Han- way and many crowded to the al
del outlined God's plan of evan- tar when there was a call to con
gelization as three-fold. He stated · se~ration, dedication and victory. 
that God's programme is world- Let us pray that God will help 
wide, that God's tool is a man, those making a decision to honour 
and that God's method is man to it with a true heart. 
man. 'Fhen he presented five The Evangelical Mennonite 
reasons for obedience, as found in Church has missionaries working 
II Corinthians chapter five. Two under the Gospel :r..{issionary Un
of these are the terror of the Lord ion, the West Indies Mission, the 
and the love of Christ. Congo Inland Mission, the New 

bn another occasion he spoke Tribes Mission and the Western 
about hindrances to fruit-bearing. Gospel Mission. 
He asserted that doting, fearful The budget for the coming year 
parents and worldly concern were has been set at $16,000, which is 
two major factors that hindered $3,000 higher than last year's bud
fruit-bearing. get. Let us pray that the work 

In his last message at the con- of consecrated missionaries and the 
ference he used Matthew 12: 29 intercession of God's children will 
as his text, pointing out that there result in many deciding to follow 
is a strong man in us who is try- Christ. --o--
ing to cow us into submission. 

. This is Satan, our adversary . . He 
is a liar and must be resisted, when 
he will flee. Sin then will not 
have dominion over us. 

Other speakers at the conference 
were Rev. and Mrs. Stan Hough
ton, who are now on their way 
back to Ecuador for a second term 
under , the Gospel Missionary 
Union ; the Gladwin Pletts, who 
are on their way to the West . In
dies for their first term with the 
West Indies Mission; and Don P. 
Shidler, president of the' Gospel 
Missionary Union, with headquar
ters in KansafV City. 

The Western Gospel Mission was 
well represented. This mission was 
organized ten years ago to bring 
the saving knowledge of Christ to 
those in neglected areas. Their 
ministry to a large extent consists 
of entering public schools in Sas
katchewan and Manitoba to teach 
Bible classes. There are many 
open doors for these classes, but 
the labourers are few. As a re
sult many opportunities must be 
by-passed until there are more 
workers. 

The extensive travels at home 
and abroad in the interests of this 
mission always make Don P. Shid
ler a welcome guest. The hearts 
of the listeners were stirred by t_he 
challenge he presented. He stated 

Bad Weather Does Not 
Stop Services 

Lucky., Lake, Sask. - December 
22 was the date chosen by the 
M.B. Church here for the annual 
Christmas programme. In the 
midst of a week of poor weather 
the Lord gave a wonderful even
jng. Some 100 children and adults 
came out to join in the hearty 
singing of old-time favorites. 

With childlike simp1icity the 
little folks presented the Christ of 
Christmas to us. The Juniors re
minded us in a play that the true 
Christmas Spirit is a spirit of 
giving rather than qf receiving, 
according to the words of Jesus; 
"It is more blessed to give than to . 
receive." The young people con
oluded - the programme with the 
play, "The Carol's Christmas Eve". 
The Lord's nearness and blessing 
was felt throughout the program
me and the Christ of Christmas 
became more precious to u~. 

On New Year's d~y Rev. and 
Mrs. J. H. Epp of Hepburn · and 
their three d_aughters were visitors 
here. Brother Epp brought the 
morning message from the text in 
I Cor. 1 : 4-9 on the theme, "God 
is Faithful." Throughout 1955 we 
have experienced His unfailing 
faithfulness. 

After a blessed time of fellowship 
in the home of the loca,l pastor 
during the aftemoon1 the visitors 
left at 7 .00 p.m. for the 160~mile 
drive back to Hepburri. · 

Such visits are a time of special 
refreshing on lonely mission sta- · 
tions. 

Frank F. Froese 
--0-

Cantata Climaxes 
Christmas Services 

Bliza:beth Janzen 
Harrison Hot Springs, B.C. _:__ 

Greetings with Matthew 1: 21: 
"Thou shalt call his name Jesus, 
for he shall save his people from 
their sins." ~ 

After diligently seeking the face 
of the Lord and asking for His 
blessing during the Christmas seas
on, we experienced His presence 
in a wonderful way. 

Who does not want to sing 
praises to the Lord at Christmas 
time? Yet our choir seemed so 
incapable of singing forth the glad 
tidings in such a way that others 
too would be drawn i:o the mes
sage of God's love. Yet the Lord · 
saw the desires of our hearts. To 
our joy five more singers joined us 
from among those who cross the 
Fraser River every Sunday to help 
teach in the Sunday school. Sev
eral other members of our group 
joined us and by the time Christ
mas came 28 voices were raised 
in praise to God. 

Our God-given director, Rev. 
John Reimer, had chosen the 40-
minute cantata, "Immanuel For
ever", by Hildar Lillenas. We were 
deeply moved even by the music as 
it was played by the pianist. And 
tvhen we started singing the words 
one of ~ur members kept losing 
the place where we were singing. 
Why? The thoughts expressed by 
the words were so great that we 
wanted to stop and ponder in our 
hearts what had just been uttered. 

The weather, however, seemed 
to be against us. It seemed that 
the enemy of our soul wanted to 
hinder the work. For some time 
before Christmas we had weather 
that threatened to upset all plans. 

"Oh to be a child again!" ex
claimed one of the mothers who 
had come to.the Sunday school pro
gramme on Christmas Eve as she 
saw the happy faces on the young
sters who so innocently in fait11 
accept the story of the birth of 
the Saviour. Gifts were given at 
the programme to remind us of 
the great gift God sent from heav
en. Our littile group also present
ed an electric clock to our pastor 
and his wife, Rev. and Mrs. John 
Reimer. 

On Christmas morning the little 
chapel was almost full. It was 
thrilling to see the Christians bring
ing some people to the service who 
possibly had never heard the 
Gospel before. 

The message in the morning pre-

Page 3 

pared us for the presentation of the 
cantata in the evening. At the 
beginning of the evening's service 
a film portraying the lowly birth 
of Christ was shown. Then, with 
all eyes set on our choir · director 
and a prayer in our hearts, we 

· heard .the . prelude of the cantata 
we had learned to love and the 
message of which we were only 
too anxious to sing into the hearts 
of those present. 

Our pianist played-11ot only 
with her hands. The reader read 
part of the Christmas story. Then 
the whole choir joined to sing as 
we had possibly never sung before. 
When we were through some folks 
wished we would begin al,l over 
again. , Mothers were proud of 
their daughters, but above all, our 
heavenly Father had been praised 
and our Saviour had been wor
shipped and adored. 

Yet that was not the end. Our 
pastor had another JP-essage for us. 
People, who otherwise do not at
tend the services were present and 
they needed to hear the precious 
truths of God's Word. Wiping off 
the sweat, Rev. Reimer stepped 
down from the podium and went 
behind the pulpit to bring the mes
sage of salvation -as found in the 
story of the wise men. • He then 
stepped back into position as choir 
director and led the choir in the 
finale, "All Hail Immanuel For-
ever." · 

Christmas Day had been a won
derful day! 

--0-

WIVES IIOST HUSBANDS AT 
FELLOWSHIP MEETING 
IN LENA 

Lena, Manitoba. - An after
noon of warm felilowship was en
joyed when members of the Ladies' 
Aid of the Lena M.B. Church were 
host to their husbands m the 
church on January 6. 

This gathering had originally 
been planned for several weeks 

, ago, but the stormy weather ex
perienced on the prairies in No
vember and December forced its 
postponement. When it finally 
couM be held only about two
thirds as many came as were ex
pected, a good attendance con- · 
sidering the cold. 

After everyone had settled down 
at the tables: the ladies presented 
a short programme they had pre
pared. Everyone joined in heart
ily in the congregational singing. 
A special item was a duet, "Ich 
blicke volil Beugung und Staunen", 
sung by two brethren. Brother 
Willie Martens delivered a sermon
ette on Discipleship. Personal 
testimonies were a special blessing. 
Those present were spiritually 
quickened by these personal stories 
of God's special leading. 

A very tasty lurich was · served 
after the programme. We all ap
preciated the efforts of the Ladies' 
Aid and thank the ladies for the 
pleasant afternoon. 

John J. Neufeld. 
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HERE AND THERE 
AND EVERYWHERE 

lwturn from Qalifurriia 

Winkler, Man . - The missio
naries Miss Margaret Suderman 
and Miss Linda Banman, together 
with Miss Banman's mother, have 
returned from a trip to California 
where they visited several churches 
and attended the Pacific District 
M.B. Conference in Shafter, Calif. 

* * * 
Annual Iwunion of 

Winkler Ymmg People 

Winkler, Man.~ On December 
26 the Winkiler M.B. young people 
gathered for their annual reunion. 
Those home for the Christmas 
holidays joined those usually at 
home for an evening of fellowship. 
Rev. J. H. Quiring delivered a 
short message. 

* * * 
Baptism !Oil. Niew Year's Day 

Winkler, Man . - New Year's 
Day was a time of special blessing 
for the Morden and Winkler M.B. 
churches. Thirteen believers fol
lowed the Lord in baptism, there
by publicly confessing their faith 
in the · Lord Jesus Christ. 

The prayer-meeting held that 
evening was preceded by a short 
farewell service for Miss Mabel 
Friesen, who will leave this month 
to join the teaching staff in the 
school for missionaries' children at 
Kodaikanal, India. 

* * * 
Fire Destt,oys Home 

Winkler, Man . :___ On December 
30 Mr. and . Mrs. Henry Elias of 
the school district Zion, about five 
miles north of Winkler, were made 
homeless by a fire. Although the 
loss is great, they are very thankful 
that they escaped without injury. 
Most of the contents were de
stroyed with the building. 

* * * 
Go Carolling 

Yarrow, B.C. - The young 
people of the M.B. Church here 
went carolling on Christmas Eve. 
After the programme that evening, 
which was presented by the church 
school held on Saturday, about 120 
singers gathered for a brief rehears
al led by Bill Voth. Ten groups 
were then formed, and after they 
had been given parcels for widows, 
they went to herald the g,lad tid-
ings of Christmas. · 

* * ~ 
Sharon Mennoni,Pe Collegiate 

in Priogmmme 

Yarrow, B.C. - The students 
of the Sharon Mennonite Col
legiate · Institute presented a rich 
Christmas programme in the M.B. 
church on December 18. An un
usual snow-storm prevented many 
from attending the blessed service. 

The ever new story about the Sav
iour's birth warmed our hearts. 
One student, Miss Helen Thiessen, 
could not join the happy singers 
because of the death of her father. 

* * * 
Old Folk's Home 

Nears Completion 

Winkler, Man. - The Winkler 
Old Folk's Home is steadily near
ing completion. The 50-bed, fully 
modem home is to be ready for 
occupancy early this spring. 

* * * 

Christmas in Niebmska 

Abbotsford, B.C. - Miss Mary 
Siemens and Miss Dolores Wiebe 
from here were unable to come 
home for their Christmas holidays. 
They are attending the Grace Bible 
Institute at Omaha; Nebraska, 
where both are taking Bible and 
commercial subjects. The holidays, 
however, must have gone quickly, 

. . for both of ,them spent Christmas 
with newly-won friends. 

* * * 
Studienrts Home fur Christmas 

Lindbrook, Alta. - Mr. and 
. Mrs. Peter H . Warkentin from the 
Bible school at Gem, where Mr. 
Warkentin is teaching; Martin 

,Hamm and Rudy Siemens, stud
ents at the Coaldale Bible School; 
and Margaret Warkentin, a student 
·at the M.B. Bible College in Win
nipeg, were all at home for the 
Christmas holidays. 

* * * 

Wieek of Pmyier Services . 

Wa?-dheim, Sask. - The annual 
week of prayer services was held in 
the Mennonite Brethren Church 
and the Zoar Mennonite Church 
here from January 1 to 6. Al
though road conditions were very 
poor in this vicinity, many people 
still attended the church services. 

* * * 
Firie Destroys Barn and 

Conitienits 

Waldheim, Sask. - During the 
night of December 16 a fire com
pletely destroyed the barn of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Loewen, who live 
in the Salem district. Cattle, some 
feed and grain, and a Massey Har
ris 44 tractor were lost in the 
blaze. Partial insurance was car
ried. 

* * * 

Gather fur · Social Evening 

Waldheim, Sask. - The young 
people of the Mennonite Brethren 
Church spent an enjoyable evening 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Her
man Berg on December 28. Sev
eral games were played, a tasty 
lunch was served,- followed by a 
short devotional period. Mr. Her-

man Berg is the choir director in . COOPERATION 
the Waldheim M.B. Church. (Continued from page 2-3) 

* * * 
Bargien Lectures on 

Non-Resistance 

Linden, Alta. - Brother Peter 
Bargen, principal of the Alberta 
Mennonite High School at Coal~ 
dale, held three lectures on non
resistance in the M.B. church here 
during the days of December 28 to 
130. The services were fairly well 
attended. 

-0--

Going to Build 
Church Again 

Sardis, B.C. - The congregation 
of the First Mennonite Church, 
located in the Greendale district, 
has decided to build another 
church upon the foundation of the 
one destroyed by fire on December 
14. Donations are already coming 
in for the new structure. 

When the church was built in 
1947 it cost $30,000 plus $3,000 
for furnishings, excluding the 
voluntary labour. The actual value 

. of the church had been estimated 
at $7!i,000 by a well-known con
tractor. Insurance of $30,000 was 
carried and has already been paid 
out by the insurance company, but 
it does not nearly cover the actual 
loss. 

The fire was first noticed.by men 
arriving home from work at the 
Canada Packers plant. At the 
same time others were awakened 
by Iight in their windows. The 
janitor and the pastor arrived on 
the scene shortly thereafter, but the 
building was a mass of uncontroll
able flames before the fire brigade 
arrived. 

A funeral service had been an
nounced for the same day, but it 
and other meetings were transferr
ed to the Mennonite Brethren 
church. At the present time the 
church is holding its services in 
the school building on Sumas 
Prairie Rd., since the M.B. church 
fo not large enough for the con-
gregation. John J. Wiebe. 

-0--

Song Service at 
Black Creek 

Black Creek, B.G. - The 30-
voice choir of the Mennonite 
Brethren Church here held a 
special Christmas song service .on 
the evening of December 30, 1955. 

The programme was under the 
direction of the choir leader, A·l
bert Wedel. It included a carol 
service climaxed by the singing of 
"The Holy Child", a Christmas 
ca:ritata by Carrie B. Adams. So
loists were Margaret Goerz, so
prano; Mrs. Herman Falk, con
tra! to; Alvin Phili ppsen, tenor; 
and Wiilter Wiebe, baritone. 

The new church was crowded 
almost to capacity with visitors 
from a 20-mile radius. 

radio programme, but insist on 
having OUR OWN; and even 
some of our local congregations 
will cooperate with anyone rather 
than with the M.B. Church-"across 
the river". Can the Spirit be re- / 
sponsible for this disunity and 
phenomenal magnification of small 
differences? - "For where bitter 
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
there will be diso11der ... " (James) 

We spend too much of our time 
and energy eagerly protecting our 
smouldering coals from cross
drafts, on the one hand, and care
fully fanning and blowing to keep 
them from extinguishing, on the 
other hand. Barriers to coopera
tion, in the realm of the Spirit, 
do not keep the bad from coming 
in and do not let the good radiate 
forth. If we are a part of the 
Church universal, let us fellowship 
and fire ourselves on to greater 
efforts. Let us testify boldly, be
lieving that God's power, if it be 
in us, will be victorious. In both . 
cases our identity will be str.eng- . 
thened, not lost. Let us stop tell
ing ourselves how good we are and 
keep our eyes open. Let us purify 
ourselves, but then cooperate to the 
uttermost ends of the earth "until 
all attain to the unity of the faith". · 

-Doulos. 
-0--

1955 in ~etrospect 
By Arnold E. Fischer 

Laird, Sask. - Looking back on 
1955 we must say that the Lord 
has given us many reasons to praise 
Him. Even though there are many 
woes and sorrows in this world we 
can praise the Lord for His good
ness to us. Two proofs of God's 
goodness are that many of us have 
enjoyed a full year of good health, 
while our storehouses are full · of 
grain. 

Several out of our midst have 
been called home by the Lord dur
ing the last year. Every age level 
is represented. Called home were: 
Baby Stewart Nikkel, . son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ed Nikkel, Jr., Mr. Ed
win Hinz, 40, Miss Lena Neufeld, 
middle-aged, and an aged lady of 
prayer, Mrs. Bachmann. 

Our congregation is small and 
so an increase of two makes us very 
thankful. May the Lord enrich 
the lives of those who followed 
Him in baptism, Larry Speiser and 
Rosella Hinz. 

The writer had the privilege of 
going on tour last spring with a 
group in the interests of Bethany 
Bible Institute at Hepburn. We 
visited some parts of southern Sas
katchewan and Manitoba, also 
crossing the border to visit some 
churches in Montana, North and 
South Dakota, and Minnesota. We 
were blessed in our service and in 
our fellowship with many saints of 
God. 



January 13, 1956. MENNONITE OBSERVER 

A Chief ~epents, Turns to Cod 
(In a personal letter to Mr. _H. 

F. Klassen, Rev. Wm. Baerg re
lates some of his experiences on 
the field. Excerpts follow. -Ed.) _ 

- It has been our privilege to 
witness .a great moving of the Sp,ir
it in the hearts of the people in 
this region. The Word of the Lord 
has been sown in the hearts of the 
people and there is a general turn
ing to the Gospel. But while many 
turn to the Lord we also notice 
the opposition of gther groups. 

In one of the villages where 
many had decided to follow the 
Lord, they met to fellowship with 
us. After the period of fellowship 
the chief stayed on. He is an old 
man and had a few wives. 
Touched by the Word, he said, 
"When I was young I knew how 
to pray, but I left God and de
cided to live in the lusts of the 
flesh . Since then," he continued, 
"all these mango trees and palm 
trees have grown up and are now 
tall trees. In the meantime I have 
indulged in sin." 

In his prayer he said, "Now I 
am coming to Thee, Jesus, and 
want you to take care of my sins. 
I w~nt to follow Thee. I am less 
than the sand we see: Lord, I 
leave my second wife and I will . 
help her to find a husband. I 
will take care of the children." · 

'.At this time his second wife ap
peared and he showed her the 
Way. She said, "I do not want to 
live in sin any more." 

This was a great day for that 
family, for the village and · the 
whole district, since he is a big 
chief. Now he and his wife are 
among the followers in the Bible 
classes that are held regularly 
throughout the districts. We praise 
the Lord for His working in the 
hearts of the people. 

- A mother attended the ser
vices and accepted the Lord as her 
personal Saviour. She said to the 
pastor, "Listen, I can hear the mes
sage well and understand the vers
es, but in trying to memorize them 
I . find I cannot memorize one 
verse. Something is wrong and I 
know it. I must go back to the 
village and straighten up one thing 
first." 

How wonderful! They know the 
Way and are willing to obey. 

- ·"You cannot reach heaven by 
climbing a tree, since it is not high 
enough. You also cannot get there 
by crawling into a hole, for it is 
not deep enough," stated one of 
the native pastors while explain
ing the way to heaven. 

- Very many people have en
rolled in Bible classes. · We move 
through the villages, and in one 
week they learn 15 verses. This 
is done by people who do not 
know how to read or write. 

* The Wm. Baergs' address is: 
A.M.B.M:, Panzi, Kasongo -Lun
da, via Inkisi, Congo Beige, Africa. 
They would certainly appreciate 
letters from home. -Ed. 

.Jl,ennonite .iretkren .Jl,ission ../Votes 
- J. H. Franz of Coaldale, Al

berta, wrote that the Mennonite 
Brethren missionaries in Paraguay 
who work among the Chulupie In
dians h ad another Christmas song 
in their language to use this nat
ivity season. The Brethren Franz, 
Gerhard _ Hein and the language 
teacher, Gregoria, translated - the 
German Christmas song, "Welchen 
Jubel, welche Freude," into Chul
upie early in December. "Our 
Indians love singing," Brother 
Franz says. "Since most of the old
er ones cannot read, they memor
ize these songs and learn to sing 
them quickly. Please pray for our 
translation work that God may 
grant wisdom and strength for this 
much-needed phase of the work." 

- There are 100 or more Indian 
children on the Chulupie station 
in Paraguay where Brother and 
Sister J. H . Franz work. The 
Franzes were planning to give each 
child a · Christmas gift containing 
a few candies, peanuts and cookies. 
They were also happy for this op
portunity to tell them the story 
of Christ's coming to earth. 

- A report from La Cumbre, 
Colombia, by one of the Menno
nite Brethren missionaries tells of 
an incident early in November in 

which the Lord protected several 
Christiaf\.s. One night six bullets 
were fired into one of the rooms 
of the mission school building in 
which two teachers and two day 
laborers were sleeping. In the 
Choco missionaries have been for
bidden to do spiritual work, but 
thus far the national Christians 
have been permitted to carry on. 
Continue to pray that Christ's work 
may be done in Colombia. 

- The conversion of a territorial 
chief at the Kisadi post in the Bel
gian Congo is reported by John 
Esau of Kitchener, Ontario, who 
is stationed at Panzi. "He made 
a definite break with his sinful 
past, promised to care for his chil
dren and find another husband for 
his second wife," Brother Esau in
dicated. According to a November 
report, the Esaus and Arlene Ger
des were busy learning the Kikwan
ge language with the help of El
sie Gunther. 

- The Clyde A. Shannons of 
Hillsboro, Kansas, stationed at Ka
jiji in the Belgian Congo, tell of 
services in more than. 30 villages 
in a 10-day period. "Thirty 
people professed to accept Christ. 
Some others were not accepted as 
followers until their family re-

lationships were straightened out. 
Polygamy is a common practice 
here, but neither men nor women 
are accepted into the church while 
living in polygamy." The Shan
nons al:'So tell of a famine reach
ing into parts of their district and 
many of the people have but little 
fo od. · 

- An answer to prayer regard
ing the school work at the Kafum
ba station in the Belgian Congo is 
reported by Margaret Dyck of 
Winkler, Manitoba. After spend
ing five days on the station and 
examining its 10 classes as well as 
several viHage schools, the inspec
tor submitted a report of the school 
work which was heartening to the 
missionaries, she says. 

- A. E. Janzen, Board of For
eign Missions executive-secretary, 
made a brief visit to Mexico in the 

· middle of December in the interests 
of the work in that country. 

. - Ruth Wiens of Mountain 
Lake, Minnesota, describes the ex
perience of Arita San, a charter 
member of the Mennonite Breth
ren Church in Japan who has been 
influenced by Catholicism. This 
young man is a serious· thinker who 
received his four-year university de
gree through night classes and by 
handling a full-time manuail job. 
During the study of English liter
ature, he was impressed by the 
works of Catholic writers. Arita 
San at present teaches English · in 
a mission high school and has 
Bible classes with his family in his 
home every Sunday night. Pray 
that the Spirit will guide him into 
God's truth as he weighs Cathol
icism. 

- Twenty-eight young people 
are enrolled in the Mennonite 
Brethren Bible School at Nuevo 
Ideal, Mexico, according to David 
Cooper of Buhler, Kansas. He ai
so writes that a converted priest 
from Costa Rica plans to study in 
the school the next semester. 

- Maria Foth of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, with headquarters in 
Linz, Austria, . writes that besides 
the four children's classes she has 
been teaching, she has started two 
women's Bible classes in refugee 
camps. One woman 'in one of the 
classes, she writes, opened her home 
and invited others to attend. 
Other activities have been chil
dren's Christmas festivals. 

Reminiscing About 
Christmas 

With the sound of Christmas 
festivity still ringing in my ear, I 
cast a backward glance to review 
my impressions of the last few days. 

This has been a rich Christmas. 
Rich in expressions of love, rich 
in the gifts given and received, 
rich also in the many blessings re
ceived and the observations made, 
-So to make these impressions last
ing, I wish to record them. 

The Sunday school Christmas 
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programme, though an annual 
event, thrilled me anew. The little 
children captured our hearts. One 
little girl of the Cradle Roll class 
could hardly wait her turn to go 
up on the platform. Clearly and 
distinctly she recited John 3: 16-
and in the German language too. 
"For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son." 
"What a beautiful Christmas 
story," thought I. 

I like the way children are so 
frank and sincere. On the way to 
church on Christmas morning our 
young niece gave us a list of all 
the gifts she had received. She 
concluded with these words: "I 
thought I would get a sewing 
machine, but I did not; I got a 
doll and so I changed my mind, 
and I'm glad I got a doll." I 
thought it was fortunate she could 
change her mind so easily. 

Ruth spent one afternoon mak
ing Christmas cards. Proudly on 
Christmas Eve she handed her fin
ished product to me. Would you 
not too have smiled at -the home
made card ( a piece of wallpaper 
with . poin!lettias and verses from 
other Christmas cards pasted on 
it?) I laughed when I read "To 
'Ant' Martha"; the children saw 
my pleasure and felt greatly re
warded. 
· Many Christmas memories are 
now cro~ding my mind. I re
member certain beautiful parts of 
the songs the choir sang. I · re
memb-er the sermon given on 
Christmas morning by Rev. G. 
Epp of St. Catharines. He showed 
us what part the shepherds, the 
Wise Men, Simeon, Mary, Anna 
and others had irr the Christmas 
story. Then he challenged us with 
the question: "Have you a part 
in the Christmas story?" What is 
your par.t? · 

These are some of the thoughts 
I ponder in my heart, and in do~ 
ing so I pass them on to you. 

Martha Janzen. 
--0--

OFFERING FOR KOREA 
Vineland, Ont. - The annual 

Sunday school Christmas program
me of the Vineland M.B. church 
was held on Christmas Eve, Dec. 
24. The classes from beginners up 
to and including the seniors pre
sented an inspiring sight seated on 
the platform. 

The old yet ever new Christmas 
story was given to us in recitation, 
song and play. The offering, de
signated for the orphans in Korea, 
totalled about $180.00. 

This also has becom-e- an annual 
practice since Bro. Siegfried Jan
zen started it after his return from 
Europe. 

A deduction: Unless something 
is done soon to stop the rising 
Chinese birth rate, in a few years 

· we are going to be engaged in a -
. war trying to stop them from over

running all of Europe. 
-Sullivan. 
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[)A(;l:l 
Let's Visit a -Minute 

Dear Boys and Girls, 

By now all of you are back at school and studying hard. 
Probably you have almost forgotten about your holidays al
ready. But if you have not, write and tell us about them like 
Alvin Suderman has. Tell us what you did and where you went. 

Do you like studying nature science in school? Do you 
ever think of the God who made all these things? One -night 
a little girl was walking with her father, looking at the sky. 
Her father asked her what she was thinking about, and this is 
what she said, "I was thinking if the wrong side of Heaven is 
so glorious, what must the right side be like?" . 

We cannot tell what a glorious place Jesus is prepar~ng for 
us in heaven, but we know it will be a beautiful place. And 
best of all, He will be there. So let us be ready to meet Him. 

Children Write 
Box 73, Rosenort, Man., 

January 2, 195?. 

Dear Uncle Les, 

Aunt Selma .. 

Penny was full of play and 
Jeanie had a great deal of fun 

. romping with the pup. It was 
not long before mother discovered 
that Penny was full of. tricks, too. 
She would tear the paper, pull 

My name is Alvin Suderman bo~ks from the low shelves chew 
and I a~ ~2 years old. I am in - the slippers and tµe rugs, a~d tear 
grade six m school. My father the curtains. So mother told 
is my teacher. It is all right Jeanie that she would have to 
to hav:e your father as your keep Penny in the big, warm base
teacher. The name of the ment until she learned better man
school I go to is "Greenbank". ners.' 
My favourite subject is History. Jeanie did not like ,to dQ this. 

I have two sisters. One is She wanted to play with her pup 
14 years old and the other is all over the house. . When she 
seven years old. left the basement Penny would cry 

We have a brown pet. It is for her. 
a muskrat. Since we just Mother went shopping one after
caught him in the Christmas noon and bought a new hat for 
holidays we have not given him Jeanie and one for herself. Jeanie's 
a name yet. He is always get- hat was pretty with a red bow and 
ting out of his apple-box, but a tiny feather. Mother's hat was 
now we are building a good very ~retty, too. _ Mother and 
cage for him. He will not be Jeanie were going to take the bus 
:a:ble to get out of it. to spend the week-end with grand-

We had nice Christmas holi- mother in the country and they 
days this year. We were in were going to wear their new hats. 
Winnipeg for two days, but I · They would go Saturday morning, 
like staying at home better for big sister Betty would be at 
than going away on holidays. home to look after the house and 
We had to shovel for one day cook the meals for father and take 
too to open the driveway. care of Penny. 

My name for the page is Jeanie was quite excited about 
"Christian Followers". the trip. She kept thinking about 

Alvin Suderman Penny and wishing that she might 

(I just wonder how you 
caught that muskrat. Didn't 
he bite you? I think it's nice 
to be at home for holidays too. 
That is a good name for the 
page. We all want to be fol
lowers of Christ, don't we?
Uncle Les.) 

-0---

JEANIE AND HER 
PUP PENNY 

Fern Berry 

Jeanie was v~ry happy when her 
father brought the little brown 
and white puppy home. She named 
the pup Penny, because it had two 
round brown spots on its back. 
"They look like pennies," she told 
her mother. 

take her to grandmother's. While 
mother ..... was busy in the kitchen 
Jeanie went down into the base
ment to play with Penny. She 
told the pup about her new hat. 
"I wish you could come upstairs 
with me and see it, and play for a 
while. I will carry you upstairs, 
but you must be quiet for mother 
wi11 scold us both." 

Jeanie .slipped the pup under her 
apron and hurried upstairs to her 
room. The pup played with Jeanie 
for a few minutes and was quite 
well-mannered. Then Jeanie heard 
her · mother calling her. "Come 
here, Jeanie," mother called. The 
little girl could not take the pup 
back to the basement and she 
could not take it to the kitchen. 
So she left it for just a moment. 

The door between Jeanie's room 
and her mother's room was not 
tightly closed, and as soon as 
Jeanie left the 'room Penny ran 
over and pushed it open. What a 
time she had. She jumped upon 
the low bench at the dressing table 
and was soon in mischief. She saw 
mother's new ha.t with the shiny 
ornament and the veil. She dragged 
it onto the floor and shook it 
roughly. It was soon a sorry look~ 
ing hat. 
· By the time Jeanie returned to 

Tiok, Tock, Tick, Tock, the sec
onds and minutes of 1956 are slip
ping away. There are 527,040 
minutes in 1956 to live for Jesus. 
If you are not living for Jesus yet, 
you better start now, for "only 
what's done for Christ wi11 last". 

her room to find Penny gone, the 
pup had completely ruined , the 
pretty hat. 

Jeanie grabbed the naughty pup 
and stood still in the center of the 
room. 

She did not know what to do. 
"Mother will punish me for dis
obeying her, and I cannot blame 
her," the little girl told Penny. 
After a few moments she had the 
courage to carry the pup and the 
hat to her mother and confess that 
she had been a very bad girl. 

Mother was sad about the pretty 
hat but she was more troubled 
over Jeanie and her naughty act. 
"Put the pup back into the base
ment, Jeanie," she told her daugh
ter. 

"Mama, I am very sorry that 
Penny sppiled your hat. What 
wiH you wear to grandmother's?" 
Jeanie asked. "We will not go to 
grandmother's, Jeanie. 

"Not go to see grandmother and 
play in the country," Jeanie cried. 

"Mama, you can wear your old 
hat." 

"It isn't the hat that I mind so 
much Jeanie. I couldn't take you 
to grandmother's home until I can 
depend upon you. You must learn 
to obey before you can visit away 
from home." 

"Oh-oh, that bad dog-she is to 
blame for this," Jeanie sobbed. 

"No dear, Penny is not to be 
blamed. She was playing just as 
any puppy plays-you see. Penny 
does not know the difference be
tween a hat and one of her toys. 

(Concluded on page 7-4) 

Cross-Bearers For Christ ,. 
By J . H. Janzen 

( 3rd Installment) 

MARTIN 
Martin was a stout-hearted war

rior in the army of the Roman Em
peror Flavius Claudius Julianus, 
who is called Julian, the Apostate: 
Under the command of this godless 
ruler Martin had to do many bad 
and terrible things. These acts 
weighed so heavily upon his con
science that, in his despair, he 
turned to Christ for the forgive
ness of his sins and for the peace 
of his soul. 

After Martin had accepted 
Christ he felt that he could no 
longer remain in the army of the 
godless Caesar. After what he had 
been forced to do in war, he could 
not see that war was in harmony 
with the law of love under which 
a Christian is supposed to live. War 
seemed to be a sin against the ex
press commandment of Jesus 
Christ to love even our enemies. 
How could we kill one whom we 
love? \ 

Martin resigned from Julian's 
army. The Emperor did not like 
this; it made him very unhappy 
to lose his best general to the hated 
Christians. He tried to persuade 
Martin not to leave his army by 
ridiculing the Christian faith 

which, he said, was a shame to 
everybody who accepted it. He 
stated that it turned heroes into 
cowards and made them fearful of 
the horrors of war. But Martin 
offered to meet the enemies of 
Caesar on the next morning un
armed and let himself be killed by 
them if God would not save him 
by a miracle, which He very well 
could do. 

This was not just . the bluff of 
a braggart and Julian knew it. He 
forbade Martin to do as he had 
suggested, for he wanted · the gen
eral to live, hoping he would 
change his mind as time went on 
and come back to the army. Yet 
he gave Martin his discharge so 
that he could go home. 

Martin never changed his mind, 
though. He continued faithfully to 
live as a true Christian, and as 
time went on he was appointed the 
bishop of Tours in France. He _ 
was loved and . revered by all the 
Christians of his time. 

This general was a hero who en
dured the Emperor's mockery, but 
who would not deny Christ and 
act against his own conscience. He 
was always ready and willing to 
die for Christ's sake, but he could 
not kill anyone any more. 

(To be continued) 
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They Brought Good News 
By Mildred Bishop Jorgenson 

By special permission of Moody Press. 

(16th Installment) · took her seat with a feeling akin 
They gathered from the conver- to anguish in her heart as she real

sation around them that the room ized how she had failed in witness-
I b d d d ing for her Lord. 

had recent y een re ecorate an Immediately trays laden with 
that the women were quite pleased food were brought in and all was 
with the results. For the most part animation again as the conversa
Evangeline and her friend were tion turned to styles and the Iat
ignored. But one woman conde- est social events. As the guests 
scended to notice them ·with the . took their departure, they were met 
remark that, since bridge parties at the door by their former guide 
were taking so. much of the atten- who carried a pasteboard box. 
tion of the women these days, the "I'm sorry we can't donate any
church must keep up with the times thing to your little cause, but you 
and provide a place to play bridge see how it is. We have so many 
so the women would not leave the expenses of our own." Then hold
church. At a loss just how to be- ing out the box-"Here are half 
gin an answer to this argument, a dozen chicken turnovers we had 
the young Christians hesitated and left. No doubt you can find use 
were saved the necessity of reply- for them." . 
ing by being addressed from the CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
other side by a woman in a mink 
cape and velvet dress. She gest
ured vaguely with plump jewel
weighted hands and most of her 
sentences trailed off as if it · re
quired too . much effort to bring 
them to a close. 

"Did I hear them say you were 
from-?" 

Realizing that she did not intend 
to finish the question, Evangeline 
smilingly supplied, 

"My work has been in Colom
bia." 

"Do you find it exotic and ro
mantic? They say the South Sea 
Islands-" 

"Colombia isn't an island, it is 
a country in South America." 

"Oh, dear, I must have been 
thinking of 'Columbia, the Gem of 
the Ocean.' One can't keep up 
with everything, can one? One 
has her charities and her social ob
ligations. My time is-" Her 
sentence probably would never 
have been finished even if the 
meeting had not been called to or
der at that moment. 

For over an hour, the women 
animatedly discussed ways of ob
taining several hundred dollars 
which they still owed on their dec
orating project. Carnivals, bridge 
parties, and bazaars were suggested 
and committees were appointed to 
perfect the plans for each. Fin-

. ally the chairman looked at her 
watch, then glanced at Evangeline. 
"I'm sorry, Mrs. Nielsen, but our 
time is almost up. You may have 
about seven minutes for your talk." 

Seven minutes were quite 
enough. The elegant matrons were 
settling back with an air of bored 
indifference. Evangeline's heart 
was like lead. God had commis
sioned her to go to a foreign land 
to carry the message of the Light 
of the world · to those who sat in 
darkness. But how could she make 
her mission understand~bIP. to this 
group of cultured socialites who 
wPre themselves in a rl~rknP.ss as 
definite and as damning? A few 
µerfunc.tory remarks abrn1t the c.us
toms of the people and Evangeline 

To David, the Whitmore Clinic 
had always seemed as near perfect 
as any small instjtution of its kind 
could possibly be. On the first 
floor of the fine brick building were 
the offices, waiting room, operating 
room, laboratories and consultation 
rooms and those in which the out
patients were treated. · The second 
floor was a hospital equipped to 
accomodate ten patients. Npw that 
he was to be in charge of a hospit
al, David spent much of his time 
with Dr. Dan, catching up on the 
results of .research and the more 
modem methods of treatment, 
which had come into use during 
David's three years of isolation in 
Colombia. 

The two men were looking over 
some vaccines. Dr. Whitmore 
stopped to take some medicine and 
David, recognizing that it was dig
italis, gaie him a look of sympath
etic understanding. "The old tick
er isn't working so well these days," 
smiled Dr. Dari with an attempt 
at lightness. "It may stop on me 
any day now. And when it does, 
well, I only wish you were going 
to be here to look after things." 

"There are dozens of doctors in 
this cou~try who would be glad 
for a chance at a place like this.'' 

"Yes, but there aren't dozens of 
Christian doctors and I wouldn't 
think of having any other kind take 
over the Clinic. I've been praying 
about it, though, and God knows 
the solution. He will work it out." 

David's father came into the lab
oratory just then from his daily 
trip through the Clinic. He had 
been going from bed to bed reading 
God's Word and having prayer 
with the patients. The Whitmore 
and Nielsen families were having 
the evening meal together at the 
parsonage so the three men strolled 
in that direction. The women were 
gathered in the living room and as 
was the family custom they were 
all seated around the fireplace for 
the vesper prayers at five o'clock. . 

Later that evening as they sat 
about the table the discussion cent-

ered on the activities of the young 
people that "belonged" to the Cen
ter. It wasn't long until Merritt 
Shane was the subject of the con
versation. 

"Merritt finishes his internship 
next month. He's looking for an 
opening in a hospital somewhere. 
That is why he was going to De
troit last week end." No one had 
seen him to learn the outcome of 
his visit. "Wouldn't it be nice if 
we,had another doctor at the Clin

. ic to help Uncle Dan? He reaHy 
~s carrying more work than he 
should," Evangeline continued. 

David and Dr. Dan looked at 
one another; neither were able to 
speak. Merritt Shane-why had
n't they thought of him before? 
Why not ask him? Perhaps the 
Lo:Pd haid chosen Merritt to meet 
the need right p.ere in the Clinic. 
Thei thoughts were running in the 
very same channel. 

The following day found Dr. 
Dan Whitmore in conference with 
Merritt Shane; the result was that 
he did not need to look further 
for a chance to get started in a 
practice. When Merritt finished 
his training that spring and came 
tci Stott Street to make his per
manent home David realized that 
this was indeed God's way of work
ing out the solution to the problem 
that was confronting them. They 
were aH happy and Dr. Dan soon 
saw that he had found the doctor 
into whose capable hands he could 
place the responsibility. 

The months were passing rap
idly and David had spent much 
time studying. He had taken part 
in a number of operations at the 
Clinic. He was amazed to see 
what an outreach this small instit
ution had. Hardly a day passed 
but that there wa~ some case to 
be treated. Besides all this activity 
there were many opportunities of 
speaking to groups interested in 
the work of the Colombian field. 

It was in the Whitmore Clinic 
that a little daughter was born to 
David ~nd Evangeline. Margaret 
and Dan were as proud . of her as 
were her own grandparents. They 
had a wonderful time transforming 
the sewing room into a nursery. Dr. 
Dan worked happily away with 
paint and stenci,ls. Although he 
found it necess~ry to rest often 
he said nothing about it to Mar
garet · who was busy with ruffles 
and ribbons making the tiny crib a 
thing of beauty. As soon as Evan
geline could be moved from the 
Clinic, she was brought to her old 
room and, for ,the first time 
glimpsed into the attractive nur
sery adjoining. Margaret's middle 
name was Jane, Evangeline's own 
mother's name had been Janet. 
They decided the baby should be 
named after her grandmother's
the result was Janelle. 

In Dr. Dan's estimation, Janelle 
Nielsen was truly an unusual baby. 
There had never been one quite 
her equal. Her dainty blonde 
beauty had a distinctiveness that 
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set her apart fr9m ordinary babies 
and he was entirely fascinated by 
her. 

Now that Merritt was running 
the Glinic so efficiently, Dr. Dan 
spent most of his time in the nur
sery. As the weeks went by, he 
brought home arm loads of toys, 
and was hoping that the mission
aries would not be leaving before 
Janelle's first tooth appeared, or 
before she was taking her first step 
and saying her first wo11d. When 
the women were not around to in
terfere, he would slip the infant 
from her crib and rock her quietly 
for an hour at a time, tiny pink 
fingers curled around his shapely 
large one. 

One warm · day he heard the 
baby crying as he entered the 
house. Tossing his coat on a chair 

· in the hall, he rushed up the stairs 
and leaned over the crib. A fam
iliar weakness came upon him. He 
reached for his digitalis but it was 
in the pocket of his coat in the hall 
below. A gasp, and a thud. At 
the baby's continued outcry, Evan
geline came to find Dr. Dan's life
less form on the nursery floor. 

The Center was filled to over
flowing at those simple rites which 
marked Dr. Whitemore's · passing 
into eternity. "Absent from the 
body, present with the Lord, which 
is far better"-read Eric and then 
the choir sang softly one of Dan's 
f~vorite songs, "My Going Home". · 

When Dr. Dan's will was read a 
few weeks later;it was learned that 
he had provided wel,l for Margar
et, Evangelirfe and baby Janelle, 
but the Clinic and its e_quipment 
had been left to Merritt Shane 
who had so completely won his 
confidence in the few short months 
he had been in charge. 

A few more weeks and the Dav
id Nielsens were due to return to 
Colombia. They were glad to go 
back, for their thoughts and pray
ers had been for those who had 
become so dear to them in the 
Lord, and for those who were still 
in darkness. 

David and Evangeline, realizing 
how lonely Margaret would be, 
suggested that she go to Colombia 
with them. Perhaps she could 
find a place of service in the Mis
sion. If not, the trip would be 
interesting and the change would 
do her good. Margar:et did not 
hesitate. (To be continued) 

JEANIE AND HER PUP 
(Continued from page 6-4) 

Penny is learning her lesson down 
in the basement, but you must 
learn to obey father and mother.'' 

"Stop crying and come out into 
the kitchen with me. The delivery 
boy brought some nice red apples." 

As Jeanie ate a mellow red apple 
mother explained that· God wants .. 
little girls to obey their parents 
and to tell the truth and never 
try to disobey, thinking that God 
and mother will not know about .it. 

Gospel Herald 
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A Modern Weddina in Ancient l:thiopia 

Some petite wedding guests. 

Bride and groom l,eaving for the 
church_ and the wedding ceremony. 

By Frank Klassen 

(The writer is principal of a 
large boys' school, about 900 stu
dents, in Ethiopia. His wife, Patri
cia, is the principal of a smaller 
girls' school. They are enjoying 
their work and have been able to 
organize a well-attended Sunday 
school. They also try to forwavd 
God's work in the educational pro
gramme of their schools. 

When Mrs. Klassen's · secretary 
was to be married, the principal of 
the school and his Volkswagen were 
elected to provide the transporta
tion and see the festivities through 
to the bitter end. For his studies 
of the country, the people and their 
religious rituals, this was a rare 
occasion. With the following de
scription and the photos he is shar
ing his impressions with our read
ers. -Ed.) 

I rose at four o'clock that morn
ing. The little primus stove was 
on strike, so I left the house with
out so much as a cup of coffer to 
cheer me on my way. Sleepy-eyed 
I started the car and drove to the 
bridegroom's house. No need to 
fear that he wouldn't be ready. 

He and his friends had spent the 
whole night dancing, s1nging and 
celebrating at the bride's house. 
The bridegroom and two best men, 
dressed in dark suits, white shirts 
and black bow ties-very smart and 
western-looking-climbed into the 
car and off we went to get the 
bride. · 

Native Music 

As we approached her house the 
dull thud of drums met our ears. 
Wailing sounds, similar to those 
coming from a broken flute played 
by a deaf man, accompanied the 
throbbing drums. As we stopped 
in front of the house, clapping 
hands and stomping feet added 
their sounds to the discordant sym
phony. The groom and attend
ants went into the house to get 
the bride while I went around the 
back to the entrance of a tempor
a!Y lean-to built of canvas and dec
orated with flags and flowers. It 
was from this building that the 
sounds came. In the dim light I 
could see the swarthy men and 
women gyrating about a flower-be
decked pole. Standing at the pole, 
a young Tigrian, with his eyes 
closed and body swaying rythmical
ly to the drums, was playing the 
"Meesenko", the native fiddle with 
one string. Outside the circle of 
dancers stood, or rather swayed, a 
group of_ men each blowing into a 
long piece of aluminum tubing. 
The tubes were of various lengths 
to produce those flute-like sounds 
we had heard before. The men 
looked tired, but, fortified with an 
occasional glass of "talla", the nat
ive beer, they were to keep it up 
for se~eral hours more, until they 
finally marched five abreast to_ the 
bridegroom's house at the other 
end of the sleeping town. 

A New Singer Sewing Machine 

Customer 

The bride was ready. Dressed in 
a lovely gown, white veil and, train, 
which she had personally sewn, she 
marched out to the car holding on 
tc, the groom's arm. (It had been 
surprising for me to find a Singer 
Sewing Machine agent in the mid
dle of Africa. But there he was, 
instructing the ladies of the town 
in all the intricacies of the modem 
sewing arts. The bride had been 
an apt pupil.) Slowly we drove 
to the church. The wedding ser
vice contained those elements of 
tradition which have been handed 
down through the centuries, ele
ments of the Oriental lo\'.e of pag
eantry, the mystical movements of 
the priests, supposedly originating 
from the dances of the Hebrew 
priesthood, and the chanting of 
_scngs by the church singers, whose 
monotonous tunes floated down 
from a balcony at the back of the 
church. It was here that the East 
and West met in what could hardly 

Thie couple in -ehurch during the four-hour ceremony, begun at 5 a.m. 

Man and wifo leave th,e churcl\ preooded , by priest h9lding 
cross and incense burner. . 

be called a fusion, since they are 
uneasy and uncomfortable in each 
other's presence. The bride and 
groom, both imbued with western 
ideas, had little respect for the cer
emony which moved about them. 
They sat impassively waiting for 
the end. 

The ceremony began at 5 a.m. 
The singing droned on and on; 
priests read from ancient manu
scripts; a ritualistic blessing of the 
two rings took place. Slowly the 
hera1ds of dawn split the, dark sky 
and soon the tropical sun was shin
ing in all its intensity on th'e scene 
below. Finally, at nine o'clock, 
after one of the longest "Yedding 
services held anywhere in the 
world, the bride and groom, with 
lines of tiredness under their eyes, 
left the church. They were pre
ceded by a young 15-year-old dea
con carrying a huge bronze cross 
and two priests who held two mul
ti-colored umbrellas over the bowed 
heads of the bridal couple. They 
were now legally and morally man 
and wife. But there was to be 
another day and night of feasting 
before they could be alone togeth
er. 

The Gloomy Bride 

It is traditional for the bride to 
appear gloomy, sad and on the 

whole meek and humble, during 
this day of gladness. And she cer
tainly played her role well. She 
had a right to; she was only fifteen 
and no doubt a little frightened. 
Her every wish was taken care of by 
her two bridesmaids, who fed her 
by putting the food in her mouth. 
This is a special act of courtesy 
which any host in this country will 
perform for an honoured guest. 
The groom scarcely seemed to not
ice her and in fact, as he told me 
later, he was kind of dtsgusted with 
her for acting this way. 

At one in the -afternoon we drove 
to 'the bride's home, where a feast 
had been prepared for the many 
guests. The couple, preceded by 
four small girls dressed in white 
and holding burning candles aloft, 
marched to their table. The guests 
sat down and the meal began. 
Red "wat!', a preparation of red 
peppers, oil and ground meat, was 
the first of many courses. This 
was followed by an egg "wat", veg
etable "wat" and more red "wat", 
all liberally peppered. This liquid 
meal is sopped up with a large un
leavened gray pancake made of 
millet flour. The first time I saw 
it, it resembled nothing so much as 
_a large dirty napkin; that tell-tale 
grey color so beloved of soap ad
vertisements. After attending forty 
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or fifty of these meals the tongue 
gradually gets used to the searing 
temperature of the peppery mix
ture. I have, in fact, cut my con
sumption of cooling liquids down 
to about three bottles of soda pop 
per meal. Friends of mine, who 
have really grown to love this food, 
usually try to equal the amount 
of liquid going in by the amount 
of perspiration coming out. "Talia" 
and "tej", a honey-water beverage, 
fill up the natives' cooling systems. 

Practice Makes Perfect 

For dessert everyone is handed 
a sharp knife and a platter of raw 
meat. The meat is not cut be
forehand, but piece by piece it is 
chopped . off while held in the 
mouth. Why more tips of noses 
have not been added to the meal 
by the descending knife is a my
stery to me. This raw meat is an 
unfailing member of every large 
Ethiopian feast. And, · if given a 
choice between a leg of roast 
chicken and a juicy chunk of fresh 
meat, the average Ethiopian would 
sooner embarrass the chicken than 
give up this delicacy. One would 
think that this custom would arise 
from the primitive methods of 
cookery practiced in former times. 
After all it doesn't take much ef
fort to prepare such a ·dish-no 
slaving over a hot stove, etc. But 
no, as much time and ingenuity is 
applied to the preparation of raw 
meat dishes as to ·others, and many 
people have been fooled by appear
ances. 

Another supper was held at the 
groom's home that night. I was 
about to dig · into an appetizing 
looking dish : a mixture of meat, 
onions, spices and peppers, when 
my neighbor poked me in the ribs 
and said out of the side of her 

DEDICATE NEW COLLEGE 
(Continued from page 1-4) 
planned this college building. We 
knew it. would be a long and hard 
road when we began, but God has 
given success," he stated. "Here 
we will preach and teach Christ 
crucified, here we will honour the 
trnditions of our fathers, and here 
we will teach the whole counsel of 
God." 

Rev. Thiessen paid tribute to the 
architects, Finch and Associates, to 
the Semmler Construction Com-

- pany, to the chairman of the build
ing committee, Rev. H. Wall, to 
the Imperial Bank of Canada, who 
financed the project, and to others 
who had had a part in the wor,k. 
He then led in the dedicatory 
prayer. 

A report on the progress of the 
construction and the present facil
ities was given by Rev. H. Wall. 
He also paid tribute to the many 
who had a part in making the 
building complete. 

Greetings from the provinces 
:were given by Rev. N. Fransen, 
Ontario; Rev. D. Schulz,. Manito-
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The four-hour wedding ceremony leaves its mark on the 
expressions of -the bride and groom leaving the church. 

mouth, "That's raw meat!" I as
sured her, however, that, having 
had more experience in these mat
ters than she-1 the red color was 
only caused by the red pepper and 
onions-'it proved to be raw meat. 

The Studio 

I suppose the Ethiopian guests 
were more surprised by this wed
ding ,than even we were. It was 
just too Western - riding around 
in cars ( instead of mule-back) , 
honking horns (without a donkey 
in sight), wearing western clothes. 
Why next thing you know they'd be 
going to the photographers to have 
their pictures taken ! After lunch 
we drove to the studio: a grassy . 
field at the edge of town. A var
ious assortment of glassy stares, 
frowns, giggles, blurred heads, 
smrles and· nonchalant postures 
were immortalized by the camera
man. 

Now the real wedding act was 
to take place. "A church wedding 
is all righ'\ for those · that like it," 

is the general attitude. The main 
drawback is that such a wedding 
cannot be dissolved. Consequent
ly church weddings are rare among 
the lower classes. A feast, a dance, 
a primitive ritual before the 
groom's house are the usual prac
tices. 

Married at Last 

We now returned from the "stu
dio'', riding slowly through the 
town to the place where this sol
emn ceremony was to take place. 
Beating drums signalled our ap
proach. In the doorway stood two 
men holding a struggling, bleating 
sheep betwe_en - them. As tlie 
couple approached the sheep's 
throat was slit with one strong, 
deft stroke of the knife. The bride 
and groom now pledged themselves 
to each other by walking through 
the pool of blood and into the 
house in the manner of their more 
primitive ancestors centuries ago. 
In the eyes of their country-men 
they were now man and wife. 

Entertainers play the "Meesenko'' 
at the wedding feast. 

Bride and groom have to walk 
, through the sheep's blood to com

plete the marriage act. 

ba; Rev. H. T. Klassen, Saskatch
ewan; Rev. Wm. Pauls, Alberta; · 
and Rev. G. Peters, British Colum
bia; all members of the College 
Board. Dietrich Gerbrandt, pres
ident of the student's council, spoke 
in behalf of the students. 

THE RELIGIOUS KALEIDOSCOPE 

Congratulations and best wishes 
were tendered by Dr. S. F. Pan
nabecker, president of the Men
nonite Biblical Seminary, Chicago; 
Rev. H. H. Janzen, president of the 
M.B. Bible College, Winnipeg; 
Rev. Paul Schaefer, principal of 
the Mennonite Collegiate Institute, 
Gretna, Man.; and Rev. A. A. 
Teichroeb, principal of the Elim 
Bible School at Altona, Man. 

The Department of Education 
of Manitoba was represented by 
the Minister of Education, Mr. 
Miller, the Provincial Normal 
School by its principal, Mr-. . R. 
Lightly; and the town of Tuxedo 
by its mayor, M. C. Lamont. 

After the service the visitors 
wandered through the rooms or 
lunched in the library. The lunch 
was supplied by the four Men-

onite churches in the city. 

Dispuiie _Ovier Vahle of 
Ancient · New Testament 

Some of the United States' top 
biblical scholars have questioned 
the $1,500,000 price tag on the 
Yonan Codex, an ancient New 
Testament now on a country-wide 
tour to raise funds for its pur
chase from private ownership, an 
Associated Press report states. 

E~perts of the Society of Biblic
al Literature and Exegesis said a 
"fair estimate of the value of a 
manuscript like the Yonan Codex 
_is a:bout $5,000". The society claims 
there are about 300 simHar man
uscripts in libraries, many of them 
older than the one on tour. 

* * · * 
New Wing Schiedul1ed 

l;(or Grace Hospital 

A million and a quarter dollar 
maternity wing will he added to 
Grace Hospital, Winnipeg, Major · 
N B. Bell, Salvation Army, an
nounced recently. 

A two-st0rey frame structure on 
Arlington St., belonging to the hos
pital and presently used as a home 
for unmarried mothers, will be 
razed~ 

The five-storey red brick addi
tion wiH be begun in fall, and will 
provide about 25 hospital "beds, 
a.Jso releasing space for administra~ 
tion, emergency and laboratory 
equlpment. The hospital now has 
no emergency ward. 

The Red Shield Campaign in 
May wiH try to raise $600,000, of 
which $450,000 will be earmarked 
towards expense of . the new build
ing. 

-0--

INJURED IN ACCIDENT 

· Aldergroue~ B.C. - Mr .. Henry 
Janzen was seriously injured in. an 
automobile accident, in which 
both his legs as well as one arm 
were broken. Our prayer is that 
the Lo11d may give him a swift re
~overy. 
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CANADASCOPE 
Construction Men 1Jo Meet 

In Winnipeg 

"Construction men from all 
over Canada will gather in Win
nipeg, January 15-18, 1956, for 
the 38th Annual Meeting of the 
Canadian Construction Associa
tion," announced Roy Haller of 
Winnipeg, Chairman of the 1956 
Convention Committee. Mr. Hal
ler expects 800 delegates to attend 
the convention in the Manitoba 
capital, a new high in registra
tion for a C.C.A. Convention in 
Winnipeg. * * * 

ister Eden and President Eisenhow-
er meet. * * * 

Death Toll in U.S. 
Worst Evier 

The Christmas period death toll 
in the United States set an all-time 
high mark for a holiday period. 
Over 600 . people lost their lives 
over the Christmas weekend. The 
New Year total, while lower than 
that of Christmas, reached a high 
for a three-day celebration of the 
start of a new year. A total of 
513 people lost their lives during 
that period, 364 of them in traffic 
accidents. * * * 

L Egypt Niot 'l1oo Happy 
B ackiest New Yieiar's Holiday . About British-American Offi~r 

For Accidents 

Sixty-one people died in accid
ents and fires across Canada over 
the New Year's holiday weekend, 
a reco11d. Traffic accidents 
claimed the lives of 39 people, 
while 14 deaths resulted from fires: 
Saskatchewan is the only province 
with no fatality during the New 
Year's weekend. 

* * * 
Loans A ve:mgie $900 · 

Two weeks after the prairie loan 
scheme went · into effect 2,200 
farmers had obtained loans total
ling $2,000,000, or $900 each. The 
grain loans went into effect Nov; 
15 and farmers pay five per cent. 
interest. The maximum loan is 
$1500. * * * 
F1edieml Oovieniment itio Assume 

Grain Storagie Costs 
Federal <legislation under which 

the government will take over the 
cost of surplus wheat storage charg
es has been approved by the cab
inet. This may cost the govern
ment up to $30,000,000. 

The storage legis.Jation will apply 
to wheat only. It will also only 
apply to wheat in terminal and 
country elevators considered by the 
government to be in excess of nor
mal carryover. 

* * * 
Twelvie Firms Named 

In· Oombme Chargie 

The restrictive trade practices 
commission has charged a price
fixing combine has been operating 
in the production and installation 
of heavy conveyor belts, chains and 
machinery for grain elevators. 25 
firms were named as responsible. 

--0-

The World Today 
Russia Bej,ects 

MiddLe East 'Tulks 

Russia has rejected a te!,ltative 
British suggestion for joint con
sultation on Middle East problems. 
It -is understood Britain proposed 
iIJformal exploratory talks- between 
Russia and Britain and the United 
States. As a result of the rejection 
Middle East problems will be high 
on the agenda when Prime Min-

Egyptian Premier Gama! Nasser 
has protested hotly against some of 
the conditions imposed on a British
American offer to help Egypt build 
a huge dam on the upper Nile 
river. Unless the difficulties can 
be resolved, his objection poses a 
serious threat to the British-U.S. 
offer· to help buUd what would be 
one of the world's . largest darns, 
and thus, it is hoped, deliver a 
setback to Russian designs on 
Egypt. * * * 

Ismelis Rlejiect U.N. PLan 
For Truoo 

Israel has rejected the suggestion 
of Gen. E. L. M. Burns of Can
ada, truce supervisor for Palestine, 
to help solve the dispute between 
Israel and Syria over Lake Tiber
ias, Sea of Ga,lilee. 

Burns suggested fast month that a 
"gentlemen's agreements" might 
supplement the general armistice 
agreement between the parties. 
These would concern the fishing 
and ~ ther rights on Lake Tiber
ias which have been at the base 
of the recent troubles. 
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METHODS OF 
BROODING CHICKS 

Important considerations in 
brooding chicks include such things 
as cost of fuel, fire hazard, and 
efficiency of operation. · 

Where individual brooder stoves 
are used which burn wood, coal, 
oil or gas, · some chance of fire ex
ists, although modern oil and gas 
brooders do have valuable safety 
features. For this reason many 
operators consider it wise to use 
brooder stoves only in colony hous
es. Thus if fire should start it 
can be usuaHy confined to one 
smaH house and the loss is not too 
serious. Large operators, however, 
find that labour efficiency is re
duced with this type of brooding 
because automatic watering systems 
cannot be easily installed in colony 
houses and more labour is required 
for several small units than for a 
large one. 

A large brooder house can be 
heated with a central heating 
plant. The extra initial cost over 
several small units is likely to be 

'more than repaid in a few years by 
savings in fuel and labour. The 
risk of fire involved in brooding 
can be practically eliminated by 
proper installation of the central 
heating plant in a fire resisting 

· section of the building. 
Electric brooders of various types 

have become popular with small 
or medium size producers. , One 
type, in which soil heating cable is 
imbedded in the concrete floor, 
has been used at the Experimental 
Farm, Fredericton, N.B., since 
1949. This method of brooding 
is very convenient and gives sat
isfactory results, but cost where the 
entire floor area is heated, is likely 
to be high. 

Infra-red heat lamps are also 
giving satisfactory results for brood
ing at the Fredericton Experiment
al Farm. The incidence of crooked 
toes has been reported from some 
sources to be very high under in
fra-red lamps but there is no clear 
evidence at the Farm that there 
are appreciably more crooked toes 
under infra-red brooding than in 
pens with floor radiant heating. 

Satisfactory results can be ob
tained with many different methods 
of brooding. Cost ·of equipment 
and cost and convenience of oper
ation with consideration of the fire 
hazard involved, are likely to be 
the deciding factors in t~e method' 
selected. 

WORKERS SAIL 
FOR JORDAN 

Robert and Virginia Lapham of 
Wyandotte, Mich., sailed Jan. 6 
aboard the "Saturnia" for MCC 
service in Jordan. The Laphams' 
will serve at lrbid, north of Jericho. 
They wil,J_,,,be assigned to the Near 
East Christian Council, another 
voluntary service agency, to distri
bute relief goods to the Arab re
fugees. 

Robert and Virginia Lapham are 
members of the Methodist and 
Evangelical and Reformed Church
es, respectively. During Robert's 
years in college he developed the 
conviction that "agape" love is the 
core of the Christian message. It 
has taken five years of appeals for · 
him to get his 1-0 classification. 
The tension and unrest of the re
fugees in Jordan at this time is 
another. incentive to serve "in the 
name of Christ". 

* * * 
CONSTRUCTION BEGUN 
AT BROOK LANE 

On Nov. 30 the J. B. Ferguson 
Co. of Hagerstown, Md., began 
construction of the kitchen-dining 
room building at Brook Lane 
Farm. The two story concrete 
building will provide kitchen and 
dining facilities for 85 people, food 
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storage and preparation areas and 
laundry facilities. ' 

To construct and equip such a 
building costs $75,000. Nine Men
nonite conferences east of Ohio are 
supporting this project. 

* * * 
DISASTER ORGANIZATION 
lN CALIFORNIA 

The Mennonite Churches in 
California organized a disaster ser
vice to work in the flood areas in 
northern California. On Dec. 29 
Arthur Jost, director of the. MCC 
West Coast Office, met with re
presentatives from the various Men
nonite churches to organize and 
plan their participation in the dis, 
aster cleanup. On Dec. 30 the 
Executive Committee elected visit
ed Yuba City. 

Yuba City, at the junction of 
the Yuba and Feather Rivers, is 
one of the worst hit. Here 280 
homes were destroyed, 2000 ser-
1ously damaged and 4000 damaged. 
The Mennonite workmen will as
sist the aged and widows with 
cleanup. In Yuba City residents 
are not permitted to reside or cook 
in their :homes. They may come 
and work during the day- but join 
in mass exodus at night. The Red 
Cross feeds about 9000 persons 
daily. 

Although closely integrated with 
the Red Cross, the Mennonites will 
work as a clearly identified unit. 
Because top Red Cross administrat
ive officials had known the Men
nonite disaster work in the Mid
west and Eastern disasters, the West 
Coast representatives received a 
warm welcome for the services they 
offered. · 
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FRIESEN - JANZEN 

Anne Lillian Janzen, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Aron Janzen, and 
John Friesen, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John J. Friesen of Abbotsford, 
B.C., were married on Dec. 28 in 
the Abbotsford Mennonite Breth
ren Church on McCallum Rd., 
Abbotsford, B.C. Rev. Henry Epp 
of Blaine, Wash., officiated. 

The bride and bridesmaid came 
in to soft music and candle-light. 
The wedding ceremony was short 
and there was a candle-light re
ception in the basement of the 
church. The guests remained 
seated while a short programme 
was presented. · 

ESAU - HARDER 

Elizabeth Harder, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Harder of Ab
botsford, B.C., and Abe Esau, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John J. Esau of 
Chilliwack, B.C., were married on 
December 29 in the Abbotsford 
M.B. Church. Rev. H. H. Nikkel, 
pastor, officiated at the wedding. 

The couple are making their 
home in the Chilliwack district. 
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)Bibi( Jnstitntts 
ROSTHERN BIBLE SCHOOL 

We have been blessed by visits 
from various missionaries and other 
workers in God's kingdom during 
the last few months. One of the 
first of these was -Miss Lillian 
Swanson, representative of the 
Child Evangelism Crusade, who 
spoke to us on Nov. 20. She told· 
us of her work as an instructor· in 
Sunday schools and also as-instruct
or of teachers. A week later, Miss 
Esther Paetkau, who is home on 
furlough from Japan, spoke to the 
teachers and student body concern
ing her work among the Japanese 
people. On Dec. 2 Rev. D. P. 
Neufeld, Didsbury, spoke about the 
PAX-work being done in Germany. 
He also described the conditions in 
Germany and especially those of 
Berlin, where the M.C.C. is also 
active. 

On Sunday, Dec. 4, a group of 
girls presented a pi::ogramme in 
Spiritwood and Prince _ Albert, 
while a mixed group went to_Os
·1er to sing at their evening ser
vice. 

Our principal, Rev. H. T. Klas
sen, returned from Newton, Kan
sas, early in December, where he 

<ttnlleges 
TABOR COLLEGE 

Tabor College today announced 
the receipt of a gift of $15,000.00, 
contributed by Miss Mary J. Re
gier of Emporia, Kansas, a grad
uate and long-time benefactor of 
the school. The donation is ear
marked for the Library Books Pro
ject. 

Miss Regier's donation follows 
- the board of education's recent 
announcement of plans to construct 
a new library building on the cam
pus this spring. In announcing the 
gift, President F. C. Peters indicat
ed that it will add a great deal of 
impetus to the current library 
building program and wi)l prove 
an invaluable aid to scho1arship. 

Miss Regier has in · years past 
been one of Tabor's staunchest sup
porters. In 1920, she gave the 
school an annuity gift of $15,000 
toward construction of a girls' dor
mitory. This building was remod
eled in 1951 to house the depart
ment of music. From- 1920 to 
1940 she served as matron at this 
dorm. 

During the years 1924-'33 she 
was an instructor in German at 
the college. Since 1940, she has 
made her horn~ in Emporia, here 
she is a housemother to girls at
tending Kansas State Teacher's 
College. · 

Miss Regier received her A.B. 
degree from Tabor in 1924. She 
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had attended a meeting of the 
Board of Education and Publica
tion. 

Friday, Dec. 16, Mr. Gunsel was 
the guest speaker in the morning 
chapel service. He reported on the 
work that had been done among 
the Mongols, who live in Mongolia. 
He stated that the doors were now 
cl6sed to missionaries to Mongolia. 

At 7: 30 p.m., Dec. 18, the school 
presented its Christmas pro
gramme in the church. It followed 
an outline of the prophecies con
cerning Jesus and their fulfillment. 
Various songs were sung by the 
choir, a girls' chorus ;md male 
chorus to correspond with the writ
ten outline. 

The Christmas social marked the 
last day of · school before Christ
mas, Dec. 21. The students, many 
parents and the Board executive 
gathered in the dining room for 
the occasion. After the supper, a 
programme was given that consist
ed of a few special numbers, a 
play, a filmstrip, general carol sing
ing and a message given by Rev. 
J. Pauls, the father of one of the 
students. 

On Jan. 3 regular classes were 
again resumed. AH students could 
not be back the first day, but we 
hope they will soon be · back. 

Donald Letkeman 

had previously graduated from the 
school's academy course in 1912. 

In 1913 she received her teach
ers' normal training certificate from 
York College and taught in public 
schools near Henderson, Nebraska, 
for the next five years. 
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MENNONITE BRETHREN 
BIBLE ,COLLEGE 

Classes Resumed 

After having thoroughly enjoyed 
their Christmas holidays, the stud
ents joyfully resumed studies on 
January. 4. Excit~ment ran high 
as the returnees were welcomed by 
the relatively few students who had 
to remain at school and spend their 
Christmas away from home. It 
was obvious that, regardless of 
whether or not Christmas had been 
spent at home or at school, all had 
had blessed times. 

Graduate Testimonies Begun 

. As has been the case in former 
years, graduates have begun giving 
their personal testimonies before 
the student body and faculty mem
bers. These testimonies are given 
during the regular Thursday mor
ning chapel service, when the stud
ent body is in charge. To hear 
what God hath wrought in the 
lives of our graduates has been of 
great benefit and spiritual blessing 
to us in other years. We are look
ing forward to hearing the others. 
Some 20 students hope to graduate 
this year. 

Haruey Toews Visits College 

On Thursday, January 5, Mr. 
Harvey Toews paid a visit to the 
college. Mr. Toews, MCC repre
sentative for Voluntary Service, 
placed before us the challenge of 
summer service in MCC. Among 
other things he enumerated the 
various possibilities for summer 
service in 1956. Later he personally 
interviewed those who were inter
ested in Voluntary Service and 
· such who had served in this capac
ity before. 

--o---
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TIONAL INSTITUTE 
NORTH CLEARBROOK, B.C. 

Homecoming Night 
The anual "Homecoming Night" 

of the M.E.I. alumni was held on 
December 28 in the M.E.I. Audi
torium. The Students' Council of 
the M.E.I. was in charge of the 
programme. 

First on the agenda was the 
annual basketball game between 
the grads and the M.E.I. team. 
The grads won easily by the score 
of 36-17. Coach J. Unger did not 
use the first string of his team ,in 
order not ,to tire them for a tour
nament game tlie next day. 

This was followed by a skit, 
"Sport's Spectre", written by Peter 
Klassen, an M.E.I. graduate riow 
teaching at M.B.B.C., and produc
ed by the M.E.I. Drama Club. 
Charlotte Janzen is president of 
the Drama Club. 

After refreshments the door 
prizes, donated -by North Clear
brook merchants, were drawn. 

After everyone had settled down 
Roland Sawatsky, an M.E.I. grad
uate now studying at the M.B. 
Bible College, led in some carol 
singing. Dr. John Krahn, an 
M.E.I. grad and also studying at 
the M.B. Bible College, gave a 
short talk on faith in God. 

Visitors 

School began on January 3. On 
the following day Frank Epp, an 
M.E.I. g:raiduate studying at Bethel 
College and editor of The Canad
ian Mennonite, spoke at the boys' 
prayermeeting. On January 5 he 
spoke at the morning devotions 
held in the senior high school. 

On the same day Rev. Henry 
Warkentin, field director of the 
West Coast Children's Mission, re
ported on the work of the W.C. 
C.M. and led in the morning de.: 
votions in the junior high school. 

Elmer Stobbe XIII. 

· When repainting children's fur
niture or toys, do not use paint 
containing lead, since when young
sters bite or lick articles coated 
with this substance they may con
tact lead poisoning. Consult the 
paint dealer for a safe paint or 
enamel which does not include 
lead in its makeup. 
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British Columbia : 
Here We Come! 

Over 30 of us at the M.B. Bible 
College have just returned from an 
unforgettable trip. This was during 
the Christmas holidays and in
volved a chartered Greyhound bus, 
the Trans-Canada Highway, al
ternate drivers, and 30 (odd) stu
dents. Add to a trip through the 
Rockies with all their winter trim
mings a bus full of jubilant chor
isters and a violin in the back• 
ground, and you have the setting. 

We left from 77 Kelvin St. short
ly after the Christmas banquet on 
December 21 and soon arrived at 
Regina. Most of the first night 
was spent in trying to sleep or just 
cooling off from the recent "Sturm 
und Drang" of the examinations, 
for which Saskatchewan temper
at~res were just right. 

From Regina we straightaway 
crossed the open prairies, whose 
vastness and sameness were equally 
impressive . . Soon we were to see 
the foothiUs of Alberta and then 
the glorious mountains beyond. 
Usually it was a case of both seeing 

' and feeling the geographical feat
ures at oqe sitting. 

Already the first day the sing
ing began that transformed the 
whole trip. Choruses from Han
del's "Messiah", carols, favourite 
hymns, folksongs and even popular 
tunes were sung in tum. Not in
frequently a hush descended upon 
the group, by which we knew our 
hearts had been blessed and glad
dened. 

It seemed that we were almost 
too occupied to realize that soon 
we would have to say good-bye 
to our Coaldale friends-five in 
number. That afternoon for the 
first time we saw the simple, solid 
pilgrims of Coaldale. Mostly par
ents and relatives, they stood there 
beaming and smiling, even more 
than speaking sometimes. Their 
friendliness was genuine as we 
learned on our return trip, when at 

· 2 a.m. in the morning they had a 
hot "Borscht" waiting for tis. Such 
treatment we shall never forget. 

An interruption entered at Fer
nie, B.C., in the form of a man 
who stepped on the bus and in
formed us that this was it. The 
roads were impassable and the only 
alternative was to wait. Some of 
the girls thought this terrible and 
expressed ' almost mature hysterical 

(Continued on page 12-1 ), 
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B.C.: HERE WE COME 
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reactions to the idea. Howeve,, 
later ~11 agreed the extra night's 
sleep had done us all good. Thank 
you, C.P.R., for covering the hotel 
bill I . 

Through the mountains during 
the day, crossing the · Kootenay 
Lake by ferry during the afternoon, 
}Ve soon came to Nelson, where the 
vehide and we were serviced. Some 
ate pop-corn, others tried out 
pianos in furniture stores, and still 
ethers wrote post-cards. Already 
that night we hit the industrial 
empire at Trail. Never will we 
forget the lighted city in the hills, 
whose steady_ monotonous groan 
could be heard through the night. 

forwardness" he said good-by and 
made -for a sleeping household, 
hardly distinguishable at this early 
hour. 
· From there on there were a few 
more stops and by 7: 30 a.m. on 
Dec. 24 most of us had said "Hel
lo" and were starting on some 
"bacon and eggs" while continuing 
to greet and be greeted. We were 
home! Expectant parents and 
loved ones had prayed and God 
had given us a wonderful ·and safe 
trip so that we could share with 
them a blessed Christmas. To God 
be the glory for such an unfor
gettable trip and what it meant 
for us then, and now in retrospect. 

John Krahn. 

H. P. PENNER NEW CHURCH 
LEADER AT JUSTICE 

Justice, -Man; ~ Heavy. snowfall 
and severe· blowing conditions pre
vented the holding of regular 
church services during December. 
Blocked roads even made . it nec
essary to postpone the Sunday 
school Christmas programme until 
New Year's Eve. 

The annual business meeting al~ 
so had to be postponed and was 
finaUy held on January 2. Rev. 
J. J. Loewen resigned as leader of 
the church and Mr. H. P. Penner 
was unanimously elected to succeed 
him. Mr. Jake Harder was elect
ed Sunday school superintendent 
for this year. 

This, we reminded ourselves, was MC c· w k R 
part of British Columbia's contri- . or ers eturn to Jorda_n 
hution to "heavy industry". Ak p (M·CC N R ron, enn. · • · ews e-

"How many hours until we·make --- lease) - MCC workers returned 
. h ?" b f · !t · <:me . now ecame a requent to Jericho by January 1 after the 
mqmry. rioting that began on December 

· After a diversion through the 1 7 had subsided. They again will 
U .S.A. we finally came to Grand receive their mai,l there. A report 
Forks-at a terrible hour. · Here on the events of December 17 
our missionary friends, the George foHows. 
Mattens, stood by with greetings "At 7 a.m. the distribution staff 
and we responqed with two Ger- of Walter Rutt, Lavern Unruh, 
man carols, which were thoroughly Vernon Frey, Irvin Voth and four 
enjoyed. · Arab helpers left for Auja, about 

Now came the Hope-Princeton ten miles north of Jericho. At 
Highway, which reaUy sparkled; for 8: 30 Ernest Lehman took a , J er
about a foot of fresh, moist snow icho TB patient to a Bethlehem 
had fallen. Round and round the hospital. This left only · Mrs. 
curves we whirled until eventually · Gladys Rutt, Mrs. Ernest Lehman 
it said, "HOPE". Now we were and an Arab boy helper at . the 
no more beyond hope, and from MCC house. 
here on we travelled "hopefully". "At about 11: 30 a.m. a mob of 
Boxes, suit-cases, people, ,and hand-
shakes followed in quick succession. . several thousand, mostly boys and 
Our Chilliwack friend was the first young men . from the two refugee 

al camps near Jericho, approached 
to ight. With his usual "straight- our residence. The gate was locked 
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so they began to · break it down. 
The women called the police ... 
but d'iey did not come. Actually, 
the police were in no case able to 
stand against such a large mob." 

After breaking down the gate, 
the mob stoned and set fire to an 
old Ford in front1 of the house. 
Then they began throwing stones 
at the windows and doors of the 
house; soon they broke in the 
locked front door. Mrs. Rutt, Mrs. 
Lehman and the Arab boy bar
ricaded themselves in the bath-
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room. While the mob pillaged the 
house, two friendly men beat away 
the crowd from the bathroom door. 
As soon as the mob left the house, 
these two men helped the women 
to escape. 

The distribution team and Er
nest Lehman returned about noon; 
and the whole unit finally met at 
the police station. There . they 
learned that the mob had gone on 
to loot and burn the dothing 
center with about $60,000 of re
lief supplies. In the fate afternoon 
the workers left for Jerusalem and 
stayed there until the rioting sub, 
sided. 

. These uprisings were incited by 
British pressure that Jordan join 
the Baghdad Pact. The rioting 
was directed against the present 
Jordan government as well as 
against foreigners. Since MCC is 
the best-known foreign agency in 
Jericho it received the brunt of the 
attack there. 
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FIVE LEAVE FOR 
SOUTH AMERICA 

Five people left Altona, Man., 
on Wednesdey; January 4, for a 
two-month holiday tour through 
the United States and the Men
nonite colonies in Paraguay, South 
America. 

Mr. and Mrs. David H. Klassen 
and Miss Helen Hildebrand, Alto
na; Diedrich A. Friesen, Bergfeld; · 
and George A. Friesen, Weiden
feld; are travelling by car down to 
Miami, Florida, where they will 
board a plane on January 14 for 
Asunc,ion, Paraguay. They expect 
to arrive there on January 16. 

The chief purpose of this trip is 
to visit immediate relatives · and 
f~ends in Paraguay. 
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Special Thanks
Giving Service 

Lindbrook, Alta. - A special 
thanksgiving service was held in 
the Lindbrook M.B. church on 
Saturday, December 31, marking 
the completion of a new basement 
under the church. 
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During the past summer the 
Lindbrook M.B. Church was able 
to build a basement -under the 
church, something that was needed 
very much in view of the increas
irig Sunday school enrollment. 

At the service Rev. P. J. War
kentin, leader · of the church, de
livered a message based on I Sa
muel 7: 12: "Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us." He emphasized 
that during the many years of the 
church's service it was the Lord 
who had helped in all things. 

Rev. P. Goertz , spoke on the 
coming of the Lord, stressing that 
we should be prepared to meet 
Him when he comes. He based 
his message on Revelation 22: 20. 

After the service a fellowship 
supper was served in the church 
basement. 

On ti,,~ .Jlorizon 
January 15 to 22. - Rev. A. 

Schierling • of Vancouver will be 
giving a series of addresses on the 
book of Daniel in the Lindbrook 
M.B. church. 

. January 22. - Rev. Henry Epp, 
pastor of the White Horn M.B. 
Chut<:h -at Blaine, Wash,, wiH be
gin evangelistic services in the 
Vancouver M.B. Church at 43rd 
arid Prince Edward. Rev. Epp is 
the brother to Rev. Jacob Epp; 
principal of the Bethany Bible In
stitute, Hepburn, Sask. 

February 5. - The young peo
ple of the Vancouver M.B. Church 
will present the play "Pilgrim's 
Progress" on Sunday evening, Feb. 
5. This condensation in German 
of John Bunyan's best-seller vividly 
portrays the life of a Christian on -
his pilgrirp.age to the eternal city. 

Oommonwieial1th · Recordings 

introduces a new 
"CHERUBIM" SACRED 

RECORDING. 

A wonderful selection of songs 
sung in German by the Clear
brook M.B. Church Choir under 
the direction of Mr. J .. Dirksen. 
9 songs on unbreakable Red Vmy
lite Plastic. 

1. Ein groBer Gott 
2. Sonn:tagsruhe 
3. Tragkraft 
4. Fiihre du uns 
5. Wenn des friihen Morgens 

. Stille 
· 6~ Der Herr ist gut 
7. Dem Heiligen Geiste 
8. Danket elem Berm 
9. Wehrlos und verlassen 

Order directly from 
COMMONWEALTH 

RECORDINGS 

Rm. 1 - 411 West Hastings St. 
Vancouver, B.C. 

or through your local . record 
dealer. 

Price $3.95 

Special Introductory Offer This 
Week Only 2 for ........ $6.95. 


