
• 

' 0 

~ennon1ie 
Observer 

Deciember 23, 1955 

FIRE DESTROYS 
MENNONITE CHURCH 
IN GREENDALE 

Greendale, B.C. - Chilliwack 
volunteer firemen fought an all. 
night battle against flames, high 
winds, and freezing temperatures 
in a fruitless effort to save the $45,-
000 First Mennonite Church in 
Greendale, B.C. 

The fire was spotted at 12: 30 
a .m., yet by the time the volunteer 
fire brigade had travelled the six 
miles to the scene, the church was 
a mass of uncontrollable flames. 

The First Mennonite Church 
was built in 1947 and seated about 
800 people. The church building 
· was covered by insurance. 

--0-:--

Interview Russian 
Church Dignitaries · 

Rev. J. J. Thiesen, member of 
the Canadian Mennonite Board of 
Colonization, Wm. Snyder of the 
MCC, and Harvey Toews, assistant 
director of the MCC office in 
Waterloo, Ont., interviewed the 
Russian church dignitaries while 
they were in Ottawa recently. They 
were able to have a free discussion 
with them, according to a report 
by Rev. Herman Neufeld in the 
Mennonitische Rundschau. 

Rev. Neufeld, former editor of 
the above paper, was called to 
Ottawa to interpret for the Russian 
church leaders who were touring 
Canada at the invitation of the 
United Church of Canada. Prior 
to the interview he had broached 
the subject of a visit to Russia by 
a Mennonite delegation. The 
Archbishop Boris and his two com
panions still remembered the re
lief work of the .MCC during the 
great famine in Russia in the early 
1920's and proffered to act as in
termediary if and when an official 
request would be made by a Men
nonite delegation to visit Russia. 

The delegation of MCC repre
sentatives were well received by the 
church dignitaries. . They them
selves will report later on their in
terview, but the Archbishop told 
Rev. Neufeld that. the delegation 
had made a good impression upon 
him. 
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"Unto you is born 

this day 

in 'the city of David, 

a SAVIOUR, 
which is Christ 

the LORD" 
(Luke 2:11). 

New Church Dedicated in Winnipeg 
A capacity congregation gather

ed in the new Bethel Mennonite 
Mission Church in Winnipeg on 
Sunday afternoon, December 18, 
for the dedication of the over $80,-
000 edifice. This was the third 
dedication service for the group 
first organized by Rev. Benjamin 
Ewert in 1937. 

I 

Located at the corner of Carter 
and Stafford in Ft. Rouge, the new 
church is 48' x 107' in size and has 
ten Sunday school rooms in ad
dition to the usQal facilities. The 
main auditorium will seat about 
500 to 600 people, but the spac
ious lobby can accomodate more 
if necessary. The church mem
bership now stands at over 300. 

"It would be of very little value 
to dedicate this church if we would 
not be willing to dedicate our
selves," Rev. George Groening, 
pastor of the church, asserted in 
his message on "The Consecrated 
Life." Speaking on I Ohron. 29: 5, 
"Who then is willing to consecrate 
his service this day unto the 
Lord?", Rev. Groening declared, 
"We feel that God has placed us 
in this place as a light and as a 
beacon to show the people to 
God." 

To accomplish this task every
one must demonstrate an unselfish 
attitude, setting his affection on 
the work of Christ-and not upon 
earthly goods. 

(Continued on page 3-1) 

"For I decided to know 

nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ and 

him crucified." I Cor. 2:2. 
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Three-Day Bible 
Conference in Winnipeg 

Many Mennonites of various 
groups in and around Win,nipeg 
are making plans to attend the an
nual Bible Conference meeting in 
the Elmwood M.B. church on 155 
Kelvin St., Winnipeg, from Dec. 
27-29. An annual occurrence dur
ing the week between Christmas 
and New Year for over 20 years, 
the Bible Conference is widely 
known for its interdenominational . 
character. 

Speakers this year again include 
Dr. A. H. Unruh, an active par
ticipant for 21 years, and Rev. 
H . H . Janzen, the beloved presi
dent of the M.B. Bible College and 
an able Bible expositor. These 
brethren will serve at the morning 
and afternoon services, which be
gin at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. respect
ively. Under consideration will be 
John 13:31 - 17:26, which are 
the last words of Christ to His di
sciples before His crucifixion. 

At evangelistic services in the 
evening Rev. Abram G. Neufeld 
oi Margaret, Manitoba, a minister 
of the Mennonite church who 
spent eight months in evangelistic 
work in South America during this 
last year, will serve. These meet
ings begin at 7: 30 p.m. 

The annual Bible Conference 
used to be the highlight of the year 
for many in by-gone days when 
transportation facilities were not 
as good as now. Groups of Men
nonites from outside Winnipeg 
would settle down to a hearty 
lunch at noon and find a bed in 
Mennonite homes m the city for 
the three nights. 



I 

Page 2 MENNONITE OBSERVER December 23, 1955 

Editorial l 
, The Birth of Our Saviour 

Mary was surprised when the angel came to her. It seemed 
incredulous that she should have a son, for she was a virgin. 
Y:et she believed the Word of the Lord-and she became the 
mother ,of the Saviour of the world. 

No bells rang_ to herald His birth. No royal proclamation 
announced the birth of a king. No newspaper carried a feature 
story on His arrival. No milling crowds waited to catch a 
glimpse of Him-yet Christ, God's Son, was born in Bethlehem. 

There we:r,e shepherds watching their flocks by night. They 
were not members of the Sanhedrin, nor were they Pharisees 
or Scribes. They occupied no chair ,of divinity at a seminary, 
nor did they preach to overflowing congregations. Yet to these 
simple and humble men the angels came and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them. To them the birth of Christ the 
Lord was announced. 

The wise men followed a star. They had seen no over
powering vis10n. They had no spine-tingling emotion~l exper
ience. They performed no miracles,--but they saw the Christ
child and worshipped Him, giving Him their gifts. 

An inauspicious birth, youi say? Man might think so, but 
not the inhabitants ,of heaven. They filled the sky, praising God 
and saying, ''Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
goodwill towards men." 

Not enough publicity to attract attention? It might have 
seemed so, but today Christ's , birth is celebrated all over the 
world. Today missionaries in many lands are making "known 
abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child." 

God was at work in Bethiehem. His plan 'of salvation for 
the world was being carried out. Even so God wants to work 
in the heart of everyone. He wants to complete His glorious 
salvat~on in the heart of the individual. He1 desires to be born 
~ew m the hearts of men.. But He \\;ill only make His residence 
m the hear~ of the ~um:ble, the repentant and the believing. 
There He will effiect just as marvellous a transformation as He 
brought about in the world through the birth of His Son in 
Bet~lehem. . When everyone has experienced the indwelling 
Christ, then truly there will be peace on earth, goodwill toward 
men. 

Christ is Born in Btthlehem 
(Luke 2:1-20) 

And it came to pass in those 
days, that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus, that all the 
world should be taxed. ( And this 
taxing was first made when Cyre
nius was governor of Syria.) And 
all went to be t_axed, every one 
into his own city. 

And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 
into Judea, unto the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem; (he
cause he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) To be taxed 
with Mary his espoused wife, being 
great with child. And so it was; 
that~ while they were there, the. 
days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. And she 
brought forth her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in. a manger; 
because there was no room for 
them in the inn. 

And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel 
of the 'Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them; and they were sore 

afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the . 
city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall 
ht: a sign unto you; Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heav
enly host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward 
men. 

And it came to pass, as the an
gels were gone away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said one 
to another, Let us now go even 
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us. 

And they came with haste, and . 
found Mary, and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. And when 
they had seen it, they made known 
abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child. And 
all they that heard it wondered at 
tho'se . things which were told them 

Devotional 
The Christmas Message 

Rev. Paul J. Wiebe * 
"Take a look around you and 

notice all the excitement about 
Christmas. Do you think the ma
jority of the people are excited 
about this season for Jesus' sake?" 
These words by Henry Jacobsen, 
editor of the Senior Sunday School 
Lessons published by Scripture 

· Press, gave me leading thoughts 
for a brief meditation, for a short 
"talk" with the readers of this 
page. 

When the message of Christmas 
sounded out for the very- first time, 
a small group of ,exuberant shep
herds hastened to Bethlehem to 
"see this wonderful thing the angel 
had made known to them". After · 
having seen and worsh~ed they 
made known the message to those 
they met. Those that heard it were 
filled with wonder; the shepherds 
themselves "returned glorifying 
and praising God". No modern 
means would have produced such 
joy, wonder, and praise as that 
which radiated forth from those 
that had caught the impact of the 
first Christmas message. Why did 
that message cause such · excite
ment? 

When reading this story you will 
notice that' the message removed 
fear ; The angel declared: "Fear 
not, I bring you tidings .. .'" Here 
is the answer to the problem of 
fear regarding sin, eternity, death, 
etc. Its solution lies in the accept
ance of that Christmas message. 
Has it lost its effect for you today, 
in the midst of scores of other 
strong influences? 

You will notice also' that this 
message produced joy.-"I bring 
you tidings of great joy." Oh, what 
attempts are being made to pro
duce happiness and joy during this 
season! Are ' we perhaps also de
pending mainly on earthly, tem
poral means to effect joy?, 

A further stimulus to excitement 
about this message · is its universal 
scope-"which shall be to all 
people." Not everyone will be re
ceiving abundantly, not everyone 
will be privileged to participate in 
joyous festivities, not all will ex
perience the pleasure of a family 
reunion. Here, however, is a mes
sage for all people. The Christmas 
message makes no discrimination, 
of race, colour, creed, society. 
Whoever · you are, the messag•e is 
meant for you. 

Yet the greatest cause for rejoic
ing is the salvation-bringing power 
of Christ, isn't it? "Unto you is 

by the shepherds. But Mary kept 
all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart. And the sh,ep
herds returned, glorifying and 
praising ·God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, as it was 
told unto them. 

born a Saviour." A saviour is one 
who saves someone else from dan
ger and destruction. Oh, how 
many are today crying for deliver
ance from the guilt, power, and 
penalty of sin. Here is the long
awaited message that Someone has 
come to save fallen humanity. Are 
not our feelings, . our emotions 
stirred these days by this glorious 
fact? 

The direction of this message is 
personal-"Vnto you is born a 
Saviour." Without · a personal 
application of the Christmas truths 
our par1icipation in festivities be
comes mere . imitation, perhaps 
even mockery. Dear friend, Christ 
came for · you and what response 
are you giving? 

If these effects of the Christmas 
message do not off.er sufficient 
reasons for laying aside many pre
sent-day frills, why not' consider 
the most important fact, the God~ 
glorifying purpose of Christmas. 
"Glory to God in the highest," was 
the carol of the h l!avenly host~ 
Suppose we analyze our season's 
activities from this viewpoint. What 
<;lo we glory in most of all? 

While we enjoy hearing Christ~ 
mas programmes, while we exper
ience the joys of giving and receiv
ing gifts, or admire the lovely de
corations, delight in family get
togethers, etc., may we stop fre
quently to consider those joys and 
delights that will bring heart-satis
fying and lasting results. May we 
experience a very blessed Christ
mas! 

* Instructor at the Bethany 'Bible 
Institute, Hepburn, Sask. 
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DEDICATE CHURCH 
(Continued from page 1-3) 

_ God Wants No Half-hearted 

Service 
" The work of Jesus Christ can

not be done, the winning of souls 
cannot fsO ahead without it costing 
us something," he assured the con
gregation. "God does not want 
any service that is compulsory, nor 
does He want half-hearted or 
mixed service. The church has 
been given a commission by God, 
and after . 2,000 years there is still 
a lot to be done to fulfill that com
mission." 

In addition to the message in 
English, Rev. H. Wall, instructor 
at the Canadian Mennonite Bible 
College, spoke briefly in German. 
He used Habakkuk 2: 20 as the 
basis for his message, emphasizing 
that we must be quiet before God 
if we · want Him to speak to us. 

After the message by Rev. Groe
ning, Rev. I. I. Friesen, the pres
ident of the Canadian Mennonite 

· Bible College and for eight years 
full-time minister of the church, 
expressed his deep gratitude · to 
God for giving them this wonder
ful building to worship in. There
upon he and Rev. Benjamin Ewert 
led in the dedicatory prayers for 
the new building. 
· Representing the church, several 
men spoke briefly. Included were 
Rev. Benjamin Ewert, Mr. C. • C. 
Neufeld, chairman of the church 
council, -Mr. Ben Braun, deacon, 
and Mr. Arthur Rempel, the build
ing committee representative. 

Greetings wer,e delivered by the 
pastors of ,several Mennonite 
churches in the city, including the 
First Menn~mite Church, the Win
nipeg Mission Church, the South 
End M.B. Church, the Elmwood 
M:B. Church, and the Christian 
Fellowship Chap~l. 

The mixed choir and the male 
choir combined to -sing several 
songs of praise. 

Organized 18 Years Ago 

The group that la:ter became the 
Bethel Mennonite Mission Church 
was first I organized on December 
8, 1937, when Rev. Benjamin 
Ewert called together some Men
nonite young people for a meet
ing in a rented hall on Logan 
Avenue. In a little over a month 
they began regular services on 
Sunday · afternoons in the Em
manuel Baptist Church, By No
vember they had purchased their 
own church, which they dedicated 
on November 6, 1955. Seven 
years la:ter, on November 11, 1945, 
the church on Furby and West
minster was dedicated. 

In the meantime the Lorn had 
been blessing the work of the 
gmup in their various activities. By 
1940 English services were being 
held on Sunday evening to ac
commodate those who preferred 
the English language. 

MENNONITE OBSERVER 

I 
Shown abov,e i,s the new church dedicated in Mal,akp,et, 
Hydembad, Indi,a, on Nov. 27. Built in m,em,ory of the 
fil1st 15 M.B. missionari,es to India and the early .Indian 
brethren, it has been calLed the Bethlehem Mennonit,e • 

. Brethren Church. Sei! l"lep.ort in Vol. I, No. 13. 
(Photo by Rev. J. H. Lohrenz.) 

In 1943 R,ev. I. I. Friesen was 
appointed superintendent of the 
church. He was oiidained as · an 
elder in 1945, and saw the organ
izing of the group as an indepen
dent church in 1946. Rev. David 
Schroeder served the group as 
pastor for three years, but had to 
iiesign when he was stricken with 
polio. Rev. George Groening of 
b~we Farm, Man., was mdained 
as pastor on September 12, 1954. 

Although the lot had been pur
chased several years ago, it was not 
until this summer that the work 

was begun. In five months the 
construction of the church was 
completed by Semmler Construc
tion. 

The ne.w church building is def
initely styled along the lines of 
modern church architecture, al
though the architect, Mr. Wm. 
Enns, has .preserved the traditional 
Mennonite simplicity. 

The services at the church are 
all in English, except for a German 
worship service every Sunday mor
ning at ten. This is led by Rev. 
H. Wall. 

Oratorio Choir Sings "Messiah'' 
The Oratorio Choir of the M.B. 

Bible College sang the first. part of 
the "Messiah" by Handel in the 
Elmwood M.B. church in Winni
peg on Sunday evening, Dec. 18. 
The ev~ning's programme also in
cluded a message by Rev. J . A. 
Toews. 

A capacity audience heard the 
80-voice choir and five soloists 
present a stirring rendition of the 
nativity portion of the "Messiah". 
In a performance that for the 
average listener seemed almost 
faultless, the choir and the soloists 
projected intensity of feeling and 
deep conviction in the choruses, 
arias, and recitatives. Led by Henry 
Voth, music director at M.B.B.C., 
they proved again and again that 
1:msically difficult passages only 
enhance the message of the words 
when these ar;e clear. Not only 
were the words understandable. 
but they were sung with the ring: 
ing conviction and challenge that 
is born only of experience. The 
whole presentation was truly a 
paean of praise to God for send
ing His Son. 

"For the first church the birth 
of Christ was an experience and 
contained a message to be lived 
out-it was not an occurrence to 
be 'celebrated'," Rev. J. A. Toews, 
dean of the M.B. Bible College, 
asserted in his message. "Our cele-

bration of Christmas is only just
ified if we experience more deeply 
the full significance of it." 

God sent His Son to reconquer 
enemy territory, he stated. Every 
human heart is enemy territory
Satan's territory-and must again 
be brought under the rule of Christ. 
Christ, who is the Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Fath
er, the Prince of Peace, was in
stalled to reign when He came. 
His kingdom is progressive in na
ture, it must be expanded to in
clude everyone---that is the idea 
of missions. When His kingdom 
shall be established then righteous
ness and peace will govern the 
earth. 

Soloists for the presentation of 
the "Messiah" were: Holda Rei
mer and Rita Langemann, sopra
no; Mrs. David Falk, contralto; 
David Falk, bass; and John Pauls, 
tenor. Dr. Niermeier was the or-
ganist. · 

-0-----

New Broadcasting Head
quarters for Mennonites 

The Mennonite Board of Mis
sions and Charities of Elkhart, 
Ind., has purchased the Moose 
Home north of Harrisonburg, Vir
ginia, for use as its national radio 
headquarters. 

Page 3 

At present the main radio effort 
of the board is The Mennonite 
Hour, broadcast over 55 stations in 
the United States and around the 
_world. It is broadcast from Har
risonburg and was started in 
March, 1951, by a quartet from 
the Eastern Mennonite College. 
At present B. Charles Hostetter is 
the pastor of The Mennonite Hour, 
which started broadcasting under 
the auspices of the Mennonite 
Board of Missions in 1953. 

Another radio programme, Luz 
Y Verdad, a Spanish broadcast 
released in Central and South 
America; is sponsored by the board, 
which recently appointed Henry 
Weaver, Jr., as executive secretary 
of the Radio Evangelism Commit
tee of the Mennonite Board of 
Missions. Plans are underway for 
the development of broadcasts in 
several foreign languages, to be 
released in those countries where 
there are Mennonite mission sta
tions. 

The headquarters will also serve 
for future English programmes, 
such as children's programmes, and 
for the growing correspondence 
courses which The Mennonite 
Hour is now offering. 

--0--

Missionaries lrom 
Palestine Speak 

Foam Lake, Sask. - Rev. and 
Mrs. Richardson, who recently re
turned from a term of missionary 
work in Palestine, gave an inter
esting report and showed slides in 
the M.B. church at Foam Lake, 
Sask., on Sunday, December 4. 

Mrs. Richardson, a talented sin
ger, led in some choruses a:t the 
beginning of the service and sang 
others in several different langu- , 
ages, including German. 

Rev. Richar,dson then showed 
the slides, which were taken by 
them in the Holy Land. These 
were not so much about the pre
sent Israel, but showed the histor
ical sites where Jesus lived and 
travelled. 

After the slides had been showed 
Rev. Richardson delivered a stir
ring message based on John 3: 
1-12, showing very plainly the way 
of salvation. 

Though no one responded to the 
altar call we do know that the 
Spirit continued to speak. After 
hearing the message a group of 
high school girls have asked to 
have Sunday school taught in the 
dormitory on Sunday afternoons. 
Praise His Name! 

Leonard Goosen. 
-0-

Years ago, tuberculosis was 
Canada's No. 1 killer desease. To
day it is well down the list but its 
figures are still too high. Regular 
chest x-ray examinations, free of 
charge in most parts of Canada, 
can discover the earliest signs of 
the disease before it becomes estab
lished. 
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Invitation to World Conference 
Pursuant to the decision of the 

Fifth Mennonite World Confer
ence in Basel in 1952 to hold the 
next conference of our Mennonite 
world brotherhood in Germany, 
the two German general confer
ences (Vereinigung der Deutschen 
Mennonitengemeinden and Kon
ferenz der Sueddeuschen Menno
niten), in the name of the Men
nonite congregations of Germany, 
invite their brethren in the faith 
in all lands to attend the Sixth 
Mennonite World Conference at 
Karlsruhe. 

With deep gratitude we recall 
the blessed service which the Men
nonite World Conferences of 1952 
in Basel, of 1930 in Danzig( of 
1936 in Holland, of 1948 in United 
States, and of 1952 in Basel, were 
enabled by God's grace to render 
to our entire brotherhood. We 
hope and desire that a further 
meeting in the spirit of Jesus Christ 
based on the foundation of our 
faith, may bring new blessings not 
only to each participant but to 
all our scattered congregations in 
the various countries and conti
nents, and may make us more 
faithful and effective in our mis
sionary service for the Gospel. The 
theme for the · conference which 
has been chosen by the Preparatory 
Commission, "The Gospel of :Jesus 
Christ in the World", is intended 
to continue and expand the theme 
of the Basel conference which was, 
"The Church of Jesus Christ and 
her Commission", and also to help 
our congregations to testify mo~e 

fruitfully and powerfully to a 
hopeless world of their Lord who 
is their only hope. 

The buildings which have been 
made available for our sessions by 
the convention city of Karlsruhe, 
will make possible a satisfactory ac
commodation of any number of 
guests. The park which joins the 
buildings offers ample opportunity 
for relaxation and free exchange in 
personal discussions in the free' per
iods. In view bf these favorable 
outwarx:l prerequisites for the suc
cess of the conference, we ·venture 
to express the expectation that a 
large number of brethren and sist
ers may be able to share in the 
worldwide discussions of the foun
dation and the expression of our 
faith. We would also be very 
happy to have the conference par
ticipants visit our individual con
gregations in South and North 
Germany either before or after the 
conference sessions. 

All correspondence regarding the 
conference is to be sent to the 
conference secretary, Theo Gluck, 
Lamprechtshof iiber Karlsruhe 2, 
Germany. 

Given in Ludwigshafen and 
Hamburg in November 1955. 

Konferenz der Siiddeutschen 
Mennoniten 

Abraham Braun, President 
Johannes Hotel, Vice-·President. 

Vereinigung der Deutschen 
Mennonitengemeinden 

Otto Schowalter, -President 
Fritz Stauffer, · Vice-President. 

Saskatchewan Mission to Unchurched 
A unique missionary project be

gun ten years ago is entering 60 
schools a month in northern Sas
katchewan with the Gospel. Or
ganized by Alfred Friesen with the 
help of Rev. A. P. Toews, at that 
time pastor of the Langham E.M. 
B. Church, the Scripture Mission 
has as its goal the reaching of 
those children who are unchurch
ed. It is a home mission project 
by the Langham and Dalmeny 
E.M.B. churches. 

Bro. Friesen, who travels about 
1000 miles monthly in his work, is 
visiting 60 schools, bringing them 
an illustrated Bible story or object 
lesson and guidance in a Bible 
Memory Course he designed him
self. These half-hour sessions, held 
during the school day, are sanc
tioned· by the school boards and 
the superintendents. 

Begun in only 29 schools, the 
mission has more than doubled 
that number · and is now active 
in schools in the triangle bordered 
by Borden, Aberdeen, and Prince 
Albert. 

Designed to climax in a series 
of Daily Vacation Bible Schools 
and in summer camp, this mission 
work is producing great results. 

Durin$ the last year 400 children 
were reached in the two summer 
camps and in the nine Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools. 

It is expected that 30,000 Bible 
verses will be memorized by stud
ents during the coming year. 

--0--

ACTIVITIES CURTAILED 
BECAUSE OF WEATHER 

Elm Creek, Man. - The weath
er has been very extreme in our 
part of the country during the last 
month and a half. A combination 
of record-breaking snowfalls, be
low normal temperatures, and oc
casional high winds has blocked 
most roads in the district at one 
time or another. Many activities 
had to be cancelled or postponed. 

The annual mission sale, which 
was to be held during the month 
of November, was postponed in
definitely. A visit from the Gospel 
Light Hour group was also post
poned. 

On December 3 and 4 Rev. J. 
A ToevVs, dean of the M.B. Bible 
College, spoke in the M .B. church 
at Elm Creek during a Bible Con
ference. He discussed the messages 

to the seven churches, as recorded 

in Revelation 2 and 3 and applied 
the messages in a practical way to 
our present-day church situation 
and to us as individuals. 

J. W. Kroeker. 
---<>------

Record Budget Set 
The Council of Boards of the 

General Conference Mennonite 
Churches met in Newton, ·Kansas, 
from November 30 to December 3. 
They set the highest conference 
budget ever - $972,700. 

In session were the Board of 
Missions, Christian Service, Edu

. cation and Publication, and Trus
tees and Finance. The Young 

. People's Union ·held its annual 
council meeting from Nov. 28 to 
29. 

The Council of Boards also made 
tentative plans for the 34th trien
nial session of the conference, 
which is to meet in Winnipeg, 
Man., from August 15 to 22 next 
year. They also made plans for 
the Ministers and Christian Work
ers' Retreat to be held at a suitable 
location on Lake Winnipeg during 
the week preceding the conference. 

Total allotment for the missio
nary programme of the conference 
is $650,000, while the budget of 
the Board of Christian Service 
amounted to $172,000, that of the 
Board of Education and Publicity, 
$45,700, and that of the Board of 
Trustees and Finance, $15,000. 
The Young People's Union has a 
budget of $7,750, and the Men
nonite Biblical Seminary has set its 
budget at $68,000. 

The sessions of the General Con
ference next August will be held_ 
in the Young United church, while 
the large Sunday afternoon and 
evening services are scheduled to 
be held in the civic auditorium. 
The theme of the conference has 
been stated as "Receive Power ... , 
Be Witnesses." 

In addition to the Ministers and 
Christian Workers' retreat to be 
held in the week of August 8-15, 
the Young People's Union and a 
Christian Writers' group will also 
bf' sponsoring retreats or confer
ences during that time. 

---<>------

M. B. Welfare Board 
- Volendam colony high school 

in Paraguay, where Henry C. Born, 
Welfare Board worker, teaches, 
had its closing programme Nov. 
19. Seven students were grad
uated from the 10th class. Brother 
Born is from Chilliwack, B.C. 

- The V olendam Mennonite 
Brethren Church had an ordina
tion service November 13. Brother 
and Sister Aaron Reimer were or
dained to the ministry; and Broth
er and Sister Komelius Abrahams 
to the deaconry. The Volendam 
Church has electec;l Jacob Dyck 
and Bernhard Reimer as assistant 
deacons. 
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- Sister C. C. Peters has been 
ill for sev,eral months. Her illness 
has put her in bed and required 
the services of a doctor. 

- Gerhard Schartner, a minister 
in the Evangelical Mennonite 
Brethren Church in South Amer
ica, is in charge of the city mission 
work in Buenos Aires during the 
absence of Brother and Sister Mar
tin Duerksen, who are v1S1tmg 
North American Mennonite 
churches and schools. 

- Sister Tobias Foth, the wife 
of the leader of the Mennonite 
Brethren Church at El Ombu, 
Uruguay, is recovering from sur
gery. 

Practical Premiums 
for Selling 
MENNONI'fE OBSERVER 
Subscriptions 

You may win valuable pre
miums by selling subscriptions to 
the MENNONITE OBSERVER! 
Sell subscriptions to your friends, 
relatives, and neighbours-then 
choose your premium from the 
list below. Send )ts the names 
and addresses of the subscribers, 
the $1.75 subscription price for 
each by money order, registered 
letter, or cheque (include ex
·change), and your choice of pre
miums ( only one from the follow~ 
ing categories). 

Premiums 

1 Subscription 
North Rite Liquid Pencil 
Scripto Self-sharpening Pencil 
Ink-it Ball Pen 
Flip-it Retractable Ball Pen 

2 Subscriptions 
North Rite Gift Set (Note-Book 

and Hall Pen) 
Banker's Executive Ball Pen 
Choice Children's Stories series, 
any one of the following: 

For.brd Them Not 
For His Jewels 
The Child for Christ 
Feed My Lambs 

3 Subscriptions 
Loose-Leaf Note Book -(5¼x6¼) 
Altona Women's Institute Cook 

Book 
. Doctor of Tanganyika 
Sermon Outlines (Griff. Thomas) 

4 Subscriptions 
Dramatized Stories of Hymns 
Root Out of Dry Ground-Briggs 
Wells Without Water-Pederson 
The School of God-Arbogast 
Cup of Cold Water-Hutchens 
The Hem of His Garment-Briggs 

6 Subscriptions 
Books by Erich Sauer 

The Dawn of Worla Redemption 
The Triumph of the Crucified 
In the Arena · of Faith 
From Eternity to iErt;ernity 

8 Subscriptions 
Benedicte's Scrapbook (Illustra

tions ) 
Mennon. Community Cookbook 
The Christian View of Science 

and Scripture-Ramm 
Revised Standard Version Bible 
Oxford Bible (Pocket Size) 

Note: This offer does not apply 
to agents, dealers, and reporters. 
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He Came to Give Life and Bring Peace 
R. E. Gosse 

The Church is always thinking 
of what Christ means for man, but 
the season of His Advent is a time 

for special attention to the gran
deur and magnificence of the In
carnation. He came that men 
might have fife. In the first years 
of the early Church the apostles 
simply tingled with the greatness 
and wonder of this story. They 
were radiant with its power. Thus 
the preaching of the Good News 
Jesus brought to men made a 
tremendous impact upon and re
sulted in an amazing change in the 
life of that old Graeco-Roman 
world. 

about-this Gospel of peace. This . 
Kingdom of God's peace and 
power seems so intangible, so im
practicable, that men regard it as 
unreal. The Church must con
vince men that here we are "in 
touch with the only reality which 
is worth talking about," as W. B. 
Selbie puts it. In the Incarnation, 

God has forever thrown His weight 
on the side of the spiritual. The_ 
dictators of this world, the atom
bomb throwers of history, can have 
but a temporary and false triumph. 
The gods they worship are of a 
pigmy stature that the sanity of 
mankind refuses to spell with a 

capital G. The thought of the 
world moves largely in the area 
of the utterly devastating power 
of nuclear weapons, mechanically 
guided rockets, and that 'sort of 
thing. Of course it is 'claimed 
that wars are fought "to secure 
a peace that will last," as Lloyd 
George once said. But peace is 
never the offspring of war. The 
peace that follows war is but the 
precarious tension which Field 
Marshal Montgomery has recently 
called the "cold peace." Peace 
comes only as men understand and 
learn to follow Christ. People 
look out upon the world and say 
cynically and hopelessly, "Look 
what the world is coming to 
again." We who rejoice in the 
coming of Christ must meet this 
hopelessness by° rejoining, "Look 
what God has given to the world 
in Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace 
who can create us anew after his 
likeness!" 

We must be reconciled to God if 
we are to be at one with our fel
lowmen. "For he is our peace, 
who has ma:de us both one, and has 

. broken down the dividing wall of 
hostility ... that he might create in 
himself one new man .. . so mak
ing peace." 

United Church Observer. 

The world into which the Gos
pel of Christ came was a brutal 
world, a world of blood and iron, 
a sad world, a cynical world, a 
morbid world, a world in which · 
the religions of men had lost their 
power to revive the human spirit. 
Gilbert Murray says that men 
were suffering from a failure of 
nerve. Fear and superstition, hope
lessness and disillusionment pos
sessed men's souls. Life had lost 
its zest and meaning, and men no 
longer gave serious attention to 
the fantastic stories of the old gods 
of paganism. Bible Truth Lives Again 

Well into that sort of world 
Christ came and commissioned 

Marion Krupp * 
His disciples to go and preach His ' Here in the Holy Land many 
Gospel of God's redeeming love still follow the Old Testament law, 
and man's everlasting hope. The "a life for a life." If one member 
men who obeyed that command of a family is killed,.• the family 
were men of a radiant and tri- must return this evil to the family 
umphant spirit. They were chang- of the offenders. It seems to be 
ed men, charged with a new life, quite a common occurrence, and 
the creation in them of the spirit I not frowned upon or considered 
of Christ. Theve was an entirely wrong l:zy these people. 
new note in their voices, a new 
song in their hearts, a new word 
on their tongues. Like old Simeon 
they had seen God's · salvation in 
Christ. For them old things had 
passed away and all things had 
become new. T. R. Glover says 
that Christianity triumphed so 
amazingly in that deca:dent world 
despite all the cruel persecutions 
they endured, because the Chris
tians out-thought and out-lived and 
out-died their pagan neighbours. 
A century after this wondrous 
Birth, John could write: "In him 
was life and the life was the light 
of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it," and he records J esus 
as saying, "I give unto them eter
nal life and they shall never perish, 
and no one shall snatch them out 
oi my hand." 

A Time of Peace 

Christmas is a time of peace. 
That was God's intention in the 
Incarnation, to give peace to those 
who were far off and peace to 
them who were near, ahd to guide 
our feet into the way of peace. 
That was what the angels sang 

A shovt time ago two shepherds 
(brothers) were in a field with 
their flock of sheep, and the sheep . 
wandered over into the neighbor's 
field of grain. The neighbor asked 
them to take the sheep out of his 
field. When they refused, the 
stoning started. The neighbor was 
hit on the head with a stone and 
fell unconscious to the ground, 
while the brothers left with their 
sheep. The injured man's family 
found him later and brought him 
to our hospital for treatment. 

The family of the injured man 
was immediately ready to seek re
venge. . They decided it should be 
the boys' father who would suffer. 
Knowing that he ,.went to the 
Mosque very early each day to 
pray, they hid in a dark place 
along the way he would pass. As 
he approached, they . struck him 
with knives and he fell- to the 
ground. Then they took large 
stones and crushed his head and 
left him there. He was found and 
also brought to our · hospital, but 
he died shortly after admission. 

After this father died, members 
of his family streamed into the hos
pital in large numbers. Before _I 

knew what was happening a num
ber of male attendants_ picked up 
the bed with the man who had 
been injured first, ran with it to . 
another part of the hospital -. and 
locked him in a room. They knew 
that since the father was dead, his 
family would again seek revenge 
and might even attack this first 
injured man right here in the hos
pital ward. Police guards were 
secured immediately to stay with 
him constantly. On visiting di!,ys 
this man had no visitors, for the 
whole family was afraid to leave 
their homes lest they be injured or 
killed by the family of the dead 
man. This first injured man im
proved and finally went home. 

Now the family of the dead 
father were waiting for their op
portunity to take "life for life." It 
is not necessarily the life of one 
of the immediate family which is 
required; often they choose one 
of the best ancJ most prosperous. 
relatives. 

After some weeks had elap3ed 
they chose a prosperous young 
man, a distant relative, who lived 
in a town about eighty miles away. 
One night a group of men went to 
his home and shat hill}, killing this 
innocent young man who had ab
solutely nothing to do with the 
previous argument and stoning. 

You can imagine how the fam
ily of an offender lives in constant 
dread and fear after such an oc
currence, not knowing who ~ill be 
the chosen victim. What a feeling 
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of unrest and insecurity they must 
havt' constantly, for they know that 
one of their fl!.,mily must pay life 
for life. 

Arguments may develop from 
small trifling incidents. A woman 
was alighting from a bus, and as 
she passed the driver's seat her skirt 
caught on a nail. She thought it 
was the driver who had touched 
her skirt and immediately started . 
beating him. Ten minutes later 
she told her husband, "The bus 
driver is dead." But this was not 
the end; they continued to take 
the lives of men from one family 
and then the other. 

How fortunate we as Christians 
are that we have the · Christ of the 
New Testament in our hearts, and 
do not need to cling to the old 
traditions. Matt. 5: 39, "But I say 
unto you, That ye resist not evil: 
but whosoever shall smite thee on 

thy right cheek, turn to him the 
other also." With Christ dwelling 
i:1 us, we are able to love our 
enemies. Do we really appreciate 
our new life in Him to its fullest 
measure? May we constantly 
strive to spread the Gospel to
those who do not know our Christ. 

* Marion Krupp is a Registered 
Nurse from Souderton, Pa., work
ing for the MCC at St. Lukes 
Hospital in Hebron. 

NeeJa S~? 
~eed My Lambs 
By Alire Hitchcock. 

Here are choice children's sto
ries by the children's friend of 
~he Sunday School of the Air. 
Thirty stories you can use in 
Sunday ,school, hobby dubs, or 
simply tell to your children .... 60¢ 

* * * 
Fior His J1ewiels 
By Alioe Hitchcock. 

Here are twenty-two more sto
ries for boy,s and girls. Stories 

• ·nclude: Big- · Tom Takes Little 
Jimmie's Llck:ing; ,Grandfather's 
Watch; Mai<lie Gets Help; Flow
'rs for Mother; Because He 
Loved You and Me ................ 60¢ 

* * *' 
The Child fior Christ 
By Alioe Hitchoock. 

Another twenty~six choice chil
dren's stories. They include: Tak
ing Jo:\mny',s Place; A Little 
Black Sheep; Eai,s to Hear; A 
Happy New Year; Who',s a Sis
sy? A Merry Christmas; A Real 
Picnic ... ... .. ....... ........................... 60¢ 

·* * * 
Forbid Thiem Not 
By Alioe Hitchcock. 

Twenty-two choice ,stories for 
children. Some are: Phil',s "Bo
nes"; Carol in Trouble; Billy is 
Mea,sured; Kathryn',s Sacrifice; 
The Little Brown Jug; Ann's 
Very Best; Barney Learns a Les-
son .............................................. 60¢ 

The CHRISTIAN PRESS, Ltd. 
159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 
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Let's Visit a M_inute . N 

Dear Boys <1-nd Girls, 
Ha,,e you ever done any travelling? Where did you go? Was 

it a long trip? And hav,e you ever ridden on a camel? 
The Bible tells us of some wise men who went on a long 

trip. One night when these wise men lookied up into the sky 
they saw a very bright star. It was a new star; they had never 
seen it before. They knew God had sent them the star to tell 
them about the birth of a king and show the:m where He was. 
God had sent this star to lead them to the baby Jesus. 

Since it might be a long trip they gather,ed a lot of things 
and packed them. They also bought some presen:ts,--the very 
best they could find, for the star told them a king had been 
born. Then they started travelling, most likely on camels, fol
lowing where the star led them. They travelled for days until 
they came to Jerusalem. Here the Bihle teachers said that a 
prophet, Micah, had written that a ruler should be born in Beth
lehem. These wise men then followed the star to Bethlehem. 
When they saw the baby Jesus they knelt down and worshipped 
Him and gaV1e Him their presents. 

Christmas is here. You are all enjoying these days very 
much. But in a few days all the excitement is over, isn't it? And 
some of you will soon become tired of playing with your new 
toys, but if you have giv,en the right Christmas gift then the joy 
isn't nearly over yet. If you have given your heart to Jesus this 
Christmas, then the joy will grow from day to day. Will you 
write to me and let me know if you have done this? We enjoy 
receiving your letters and hope more of you will write during 
the holidays. 

Name the Page 
Contest 

We have received o\1e name for 
the page already. We ·are hoping 
more of you will decide to write 
us a letter, suggesting what you 
think would be a good name for 
the page. Remember, whoever 
sends us the best name and letter 
for the page before next March 
will receive the book "Henry's 
Red Sea", or a substitute if you 
already have this book. Here are 
the rules again. 

1. All children 15 and under are 
eligible. · 

2. Everyone submitting a name 
for this page is to write a letter to 
us which we may publish on this 
page. In it you should give your 
age, name and address, as well as 
tell us a few things about yourself, 
hobbies, anything special you are 
doing in Sunday School, church, 
at home, or at school. 

Aunt Selma. 

3. You may submit more than 
one name, but each name is to be 
accompanied by a letter. 

4. All letters must reach us be
fore March 2, 1956. 

5. Send your letters to: The 
Christian Press, Ltd., 159 Kel'{in 
St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 

--o--

A Harmonica for Babu 
' I suppose none of you have ever 

had t.he joy of opening a big box 
full of gifts for other boys and 
girls. Well, missionaries say that 
one of their biggest thrills is re
ceiving a box full of gifts for the 
children in their school. Thus it 
was that one day in India the 
teachers for a Christian school 
were busily unpacking boxes of 
gifts that had torrie for their 300 
children. They made neat little 
piles of pencils here, neat little 
piles of crayons there, and a big 
box of dolls in another corner. 

While they were busily taking 
out the gifts they suddenly came , 
to a harmonica. To whom would 
they give the harmonica, for all 
the gifts had to be divided among 
300 children? But one teacher 
knew exactly who would appre
ciate the harmonica most-Babu. 
He loved to sing and play musical 
Instruments. 

C h r i s t m as came, apd sure 
enough, there was a harmonica for 
Babu. He loved it. He held it 
very carefully and tried to play 
an Indian tune on it. 

One Christmas Day the school 
choir was going to sing at a place 
where there was a "Criminal 

. ,,. 
THE WISE MEN CAME 

·"Now when Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea, in the days 

of Herod the kir{g, behold, there 

came wise men from the east to 
Jerusalem, 001ying, Whei,e iJs he 

that i-s born King of the Jews ? 
for we have seen his star in the 

east, and .are come to worship 

him." (Matthew 2 :1-2). 

Settlement". These were places 
where those tribes who specialized 
in thieving were kept behind 
barbed wire. You see, there are 
certain tribes in India who train 
all their cilildren to be thieves, 
others train their children to kill, 
others to make music, etc. And 
this was a place the government 
had prepared especially for the 
tribes who trained their children 
to thieve. They wanted to make 
good citizens out of them. 

The choir went into the barbed 
wire enclosure and started sing
ing as they marched along. Babu 
sang loudly too, for he enjoyed 
singing. However, every so often 
he felt his pocket to make sure 
the harmonica was still there. He 
didn't want- to lose it. 

They had almost finished singing 
when Babu suddenly stopped, his 
mouth still open. His pocket was 
empty! Where was his harmoni
ca? He stopped marching and 
turned his pocket inside out, but 
the harmonica was gone. He ran 
back along where they; had march
ed, but it was nowhere on the 
ground. He ran to some of the 
men and boys who had listened 
t0 them sing, asking if they had 
seen his harmonica. No, they had 
not. He wanted them to prove 
they did not have it by turning 
out their pockets-and he might 
have got into trouble if a teacher 
had not come along. But all the · 
hunting of the teachers and stud
ents did not help Bal?v find his 
harmonica. 

It was a sad Babu tha:t went 
home that Christmas. He had lost 
the thing he loved most. 

But some boxes of gifts arrived 
late. As the teachers were open
ing them-there were two harmo
nicas. A child in Texas had put 
two harmonicas m the box-and 

Babu got another harmonica. Was 
he ever glad! Now he could play 
the songs of Christmas again. 

Have you ever helped to make 
little boys and girls in other 
countries glad? They don't ~II re
ceive such lovely gifts as you will 
get. However, the most wonder
ful gift we can give them is to 
tell them about Jesus, who is God's 
gift to man to save us from our 
sins. -o--

HOW FAR IS IT TO 
BETHLEHEM? 

How far is it to Bethlehem? 
Not very far. 

Shall we find the stable room 
Lit by a star? 

Can we see the little Child, 
Is He within? 

If we lift the wooden latch 
May we go in? 

May we stroke the creatures there, 
Ox, ass or sheep? 

May we peep like them, and see 
Jesus asleep? . 

If we touch His tiny Hand, 
Will He awake? 

Will He know we've come so far, 
Just for His sake? 

• A Christmas Carol. 
·--0--

INFANT HOLY 

Inf ant holy, 
Infant lowly, 
For His bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, 
Little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging 
Angels singing, 
Noels ringing, 
Tidings bringing, 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 
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They Brought Good-New~ 
By Mildred Bishop Jorgenson 

By special permission of Moody Press. 

( 13th Installment) 

CHAPTER ELEVEN 

Back at the ,Mission Home in 
Santa Juanita, Evangeline remain
ed quietly in bed. Her nurses were 
puzzled. Her temperature and 
pulse were normal; she ate most 
of the food they brought her. They 
could not understand how a girl 
of her temperament could be sat
isfied to lie so still, day after day, 
with no apparent desire ever to get 
up again. 

They did not know Evangeline's 
thoughts. With a woman's intui
tion, she had realized early in her 
life, spent so close to the Nielsens, ~ 
that both father and son were by 
nature easy going and had a tend
ency toward lack of ambition. She 
knew that, although they earnestly 
desired to serve their God, it was 
the encouragement and inspiration 
of David's mother that led them 
into greater fields of Christian en
deavor. Evangeline had resolved 
to be Eleanor's kind of wife. 
She knew that any lack of zeal on 
her part might easily affect David. 

Now she knew that the trying 
climate had taken its toll of her 
vitality, had sapped her reserve 
strength. "I must get back my 
strength, while David is gone. I 
must rest and eat, I must be ready 
to go with as much pep as before, 
when David comes home again." 
These resolutions kept, going over 
and over in her mind. So she re
mained as quiet as possible, pray
ing that God would restore her 
health for David's sake. 

In the village to which Luis had 
taken David many were becoming 
ill and some were already dead 
when they arrived. His first 
thought was for Luis' mother and 
they praised God when they heard 
that she was still alive and that 
she was miraculously clear of mind 
and free from pain. When she had 
been relieved of the terrible suffer
ing, she had been able to think 
about the things I;uis had told her 
about the Lord Jesus. "He came 
to save sinners." "Those who 
came to· Him, He would in nowise 
cast out." "There is no condem
nation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus." "He that hath the Son 
hath Life." 

The glorious light of the gospel 
shone into her heart and she, being 
justified by faith, knew that she 
had peace with Gop, through her 
Lord Jesus Christ. It was a rad
iant face , she turned toward the 
door, as her anxious son rushed 
into the wretched hut. So David 
had not been needed after all. For 
a moment as he prepared to re
turn, he wondered why God had 
permitted him to make this un
necessary trip. Then came the 
word of the strange sickness that 
was spreading over the district. He 

breathed a prayer f9r the wife who 
was dearer to him than life, and 
for the child that was .soon to come 
to them. David's medical know
ledge and the meager supply of 
drugs and instruments he had 
brought were again at work, batt
ling another scourge of the tropics. 

The epidemic was· an extremely 
virulent form of dysentery. David 
had often marvelled at the resists 
ance that the natives had built up 
during generations of contact with 
tropical parasites and bacteria. 
They wuld drink water thick with 
filth and so contaminated that one. 
swallow would have brought ser
ious results to foreigners . They 
seldom bothered to boil water or 
milk and did not often use netting 
or ·screens as a protection against 
insects. 

But an extremely dry season had 
been so favorable to the growth 
of bacteria that even native resist
ance was not strong enough. A 
small stream ran through this hill
side village. A crude dam had been 
constructed to hold their only 
source of water supply. The goats 
waded in the water, the family 
wash was done there and it was the 
community bath tub. The little 
water which was left had an odor 
and appearance indescribably 
loathsome. They had no other 
water fo use. 

David insisted that all drinking 
water be boiled. He checked up 
on waste disposal and milk sup
plies. In many villages the goats 
or cows would be driven through 
the streets. At each door the 
housewlfe would bring out her 
pitcher or pan and a goat would 
be milked until she had received 
the desired amount. In Luis' vil
lage the milk was delivered in two 
open jars strapped on either side 
of the horse's saddle. A gourd 
dipper, from which a swarm of 
flies . had to be dislodged at every 
stop, was used to dispense the 
milk to the customers. David 
ordered that the milk supply be 
boiled a:nd kept in sterilized cover
ed vessels. All other food was to 
be cooked and kept from conta
mination by flies and human hand
ling. 

There was a small amount of 
vaccine among his supplies which 
David used to immuni2;e as many 
as possible who had been exposed 
to the infection. Serious as was 
the situation and busy as he had 
become, the medical missionary al
ways found time for a word of 
testimony or a short season of Bible 
reading and prayer. As soon as 
he was convinced that the epidemic 

. was checked, David hurried back 
to the launch leaving behind a 
number of tracts and Testaments. 

So it happened that a tiny son 
came to Evangeline during David'~ 

absence. The wee babe, like its 
mother, seemed . to have no vitil-lity 
and anxiously Esther a,nd· Ruth 
awaited his father's arrival as the 
frail life hung in the balance': For· 
five days little David Carter Niel
sen hung on to life. Just . two 
hours after his father's return, he 
breathed his last. 

One of the patients that came to 
the Mission quite regularly while 
David was gon:e, was sixteen-year
old Carmen Ventura, a perfect 
type of aristocratic Spanish beauty 
and charm. Esther Strong had 
been treating an infected finger for 
Carmen and she had formed the 
habit of stopping for a chat with 
Evangeline. The two became fast 
friends. Carmen was devoutly re
ligious-how busy she kept with 
her prayers, her confessions, her 
charities. Evangeline and the oth~ 
ers very · gently and with Spirit
directed tact began to show her 
that it was "not by works of right
eousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy, He saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
\Vhich He shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 
that being justified by His grace, 
we should be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life." 

Carmen had been fascinated by 
, the doll-like little babe in the Mis
sion Home. Every day she came 
to see him. When he was gone, 
she showed her grief, as only a 
Latin can, by weeping and lament
ing. As the days passed, she was 
surprised to find David and Evan
geline smiling and serene. Finally, 
she said, "Do you not grieve for 
the so lovely baby, that he is no 
more?" 

"Of course we miss him, but 
God just took hir:n home. \.Our 
heavenly Father knows what is best 
for- him. We shall go to be with 
him." 

Carmen studied Evangeline's 
face thoughtfully. "I had a little 
sister on\y three years old, she was 
-so sweet, with her big black eyes 
and her dusky curls. My mother 
adored her-she was never out of 
her sight. Then two years ago she 
died. Since that day, my mother 
has stayed in a dark room.. She 
will not even come out for her 
meals." 

"How terrible!" exclaimed Evan
geline. "And ~hy does she do 
that?" 

"Because · of her ' grief. She 
weeps and weeps. She has no hope 
that she will ever see her darling 
again." 

"Oh, but there is hope! Your 
little sister has gone to heaven to 
be with God. If your mother will 
take the Lord Jesus Christ as her 
Saviour, she can be ,sure of going 
to heaven, too. Jesus said 'I am 
the way, the truth, and life. No 
man cometh unto the Father but 
by me.' We, who love the Lord, 
sorrow not as those who have no 
hope. We know we shall see our 
children again.'' 
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Evangeline watched the glow of 
spiritual understanding deepen in 
Carmen's beautiful eyes. ·· "He is 
the w<1.y. I must go quickly and 
tell my' mother." 

Gradually . Evangeline regained 
her strength, . but .much of her 
youthful enthusiasm had disap
peared. Her gaiety had a forced 
quality, there was no longer the 
charming spontaneity in her laugh
ter and conversation. Alba noticed 
it and seldom left her. Every spare 
moment she was planning some 
new delicacy to tempt the appetite 
of her adored misstres. .Evangeline 
had once said that she was fond 
of bananas so Alba baked them 
with meat balls; she fried them 
with rice or used them to flavor 
rice corquettes. She cut them 
in thin slices lengthwise and rolled 
.them in sug~r and cinnamon and 
beamingly served them with after
noon coffee. 

Alba had become a young lady. 
Her I sw~et little face would have 
been very plain except for her ex
pressive eyes. Esther had taught 
her to read the Bible in English. 
Carmen had insisted on teaching 
Alba the things a Colombian lady 
should know. To the amusement 
of the missionaries Alba had soon 
achieved a creditable imitation of 
Carmen's movements, mannerisms 
and speech. The proud aristo
cratic beauty and the girl of 
humble origin were united by the 
bonds of Christian love. Happily 
and tirelessly they worked side by 
side in the Child Evangelism clas
ses. Alba played the organ and 
Carmen led the choruses in her 
piercing soprano. They took turns 
presenting the lessons. 

Finally when Carmen's mother 
had opened her dreary darkened 
rooms to the sunlight the children's 
classes had been held there. She 
sat in one corner and her needle 
flew as she sewed for the children 
who most needed new clothing. 
She ·could smile now, and sing 
snatches of hymns as she thought 
of the land "that is fairer than 
day," where her Saviour and her 
little daughter waited for her. 

David and Manuel had con
tinued the river trips on the 
"Buenas Nuevas." The groups of 
believers continued to increase in 
each village. Under tr.eir own 
leaders, they were holding prayer 
meetings and Sunday schools. As 
more attention was paid to sanita
tion, there were fewer epidemics. 
The people learned to avoid the 
parasites that were so troublesome. 

(To be continued) 

-0--

God uses troubles to teach His 
children precious lessons. They are 
intended to educate us. There is 
a sweet joy and a real value in 
them if they are looked upon as 
from the Lord to bring us closer 
to Himself. We should regard 
them as opportunities and not as 
difficulties. 
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the engineers looked like we didn't 
complain. 

Paris 
Miss Susan Toews 

nel, we could lean over a little bal
cony and see this tremendous 
stream of water gush out of a hole 
in the mountain and rush away 
underneath more black rock. I 
thought of Moses, that great man 
of God, striking the rock in the 
desert and water gushing forth to 
give life to his people. We walked 
down the mountainside on winding 
stairs that were cut out of the 
rock. 

Paris is a beautiful city; at least 
the parts we saw were. It was so 
huge, and old, and overwhelming. 
Ever since I have returned from 
the trip, Winnipeg seems like a 
little village with low buildings and 
much sky and fresh air. Our hotel 
was very comfortable and it was 
quite central, so it wasn't too dif
ficult to get to the famous histor
ical places. The next morning we 
started off early on our tour, for 
we were going to ''do Paris in a 
day." Our guide told us it took 
six weeks, but it is amazing what 
can be accomplished in one day. 

( 8th Installment) 

Switzerland 

After lunch we were all bundled 
up, ready to board the train for 
Lugano, Switzerland. Switzerland 
does not disappoint any visitors 
I'm sure. The mountains and 
valleys are never boring, but always 
breath-taking. 

The Grand Palace Hotel where 
we stayed in Lugano was a charm
ing place. It used to be a monas
tery that had an open courtyard 
in . the middle. The courtyard was -
still there, with the flower-garden 
blooming over the monks buried 
below. The manager delivered a 
little speech of welcome for us, and 
assured us that, even though the 
hotel was ninety-eight years old, 
the plumbing w~s new. 

We all loved Lugano. The shops 
were many and all so beautiful. 
The people were very pleasant and 
so refined. We felt quite at home, 
as though we were back among our 
own race again. Everyone spent 
some money there, with most of 
us spending quite a lot. 

Swiss Facts and Figures 

The next morning we again had 
our luggage packed and were ready 
to make connections to travel to 
Lucerne. Up until now Lucerne 
had meant only a dot on my map 
and a word in my itinerary, but 
now it became a reality. • Our 
courier, who was a walking ency
clopedia, had a string of statist
ical facts ready for us. The popu
lation of Switzerland is 41/z mil
lion, there are 15,000 square miles 
of . productive land and 4,000 
square miles of mountains, while 
the average town covers 10 to 15 
acres. There are no slums in their 
cities. The 7 universities have a 
total of 15,000 students. Half a 
million children are in prim~ry 
schools. Switzerland has no mm
erals except salt, but has the cheap
est water power in the world, while 
her chief industries make watches, 
instruments, textiles, and heavy 
machinery. That is a sample of 
the running commentary our cour
ier, Louis de Baeza, carried on all 
the time. He was a wonderful 
guide and looked after our every 
need ( whether it was Kleenex or 
water to stop hiccups), as a moth
er hen who is bringing up a prize 
brood would. 

Here in Lucerne the streets were 
again lined with lovely shops 
specially designed and stocked for 
tourists. The American tourists 
were allowed · to take home $500 
worth of merchandise, while little 
Canada was allowed only $100. 
There is so little fairness in thi~ 
world. Nevertheless we did buy 
some lovely souvenirs which only 
Switzerland produces. 

Mountain Views 

The next day was Sunday, and 
we went. on an all-day tour of the 
Bernese Oberland, over the Bren
ner Pass (4,800 ft.), through in
terlaken to Grindlewald, a glacier 
village at the foot of the Wetter
horn. At Grindlewald we took 
chair lifts up the mountain, from 
where we had a beautiful view of 
the massive glacier as it sat on ' its 
mountain throne and shone in the 
friendly rays of the sun. We had 
a rare view of the valley below, 
with brown chalets hugging the 
mountain and glacier. When we 
returned from the mountain, we 
went to have lunch in "Der Adler 
Hotel." Right after lunch we were 
on our way again through charm
ing little towns that were a world 
in themselves, past farms with tre
mendous roofed barns, hayfields 
where the bundles of hay stood on 
tripod legs to dry better, and little 

Early Rising 

It was late when we arrived at 
our hotel and had supper in the 
beautiful dining room. We had a 
lovely, large, carpeted room, with 
glass do9rs opening out onto a 
balcony overlooking the lake. We 
were up early the next morning, 
for our bags had to be outside our 
door at · 7: 00 a.m. We sleepily 
scurried around getting washlXI, 
packed, the bags closed and out 
into the hall. We had breakfast 
in our room overlooking the beau
tifuly calm, benign Vierwaldstad
tersee, which is sleeping in the lap 
of mountains that have stood there 
since time immemorial. Success-

Once a Place of Death 

The Place de la Concorde is one 
of the most beautiful squares in 
the world. During the French 
Revolution this square was the 
site of the guillotine where Louis 
XVI, Maria Antoim,tte, and three 
thousand other people were be
headed. Today the square is 
adorned by an obelisk brought 
from Egypt in 1831, two beautiful 
fountains, and other statues. 

Near the Concorde square is the 
very famous Louvre, with the 
equally famous Seine River on 
one side. The Louvre dates from 
the reign of Louis XIV and was 
originally a royal palace. Now 
it is the principal na:tional museum 
in France. We didn't have too 

Front View of Versailles Palace, Paris. ~ much time in the Louvre, so we 
saw only the most famous paintings 
and sculptures, like Leonardo da 
Vinci's "Mona Lisa" ( which they 
call "La Gioconda") , "Venus de 
Milo", "Winged Victory", etc. The 
Louvre is really a treasure trove 
of art, a place that filled us with 
awe and wonder as we moved 
among the masterpieces of the 
world and the ages. 

cottages with stones on the roofs 
and moss on the shingles. Along 
the winding mountain · roads are 
little wayside phone boxes. Any
one belonging to the Touring Club 
has a key that fits the box and can 
call u,> the club when he is in 
trouble, and a rescue squad is on 
the way. It must be disastrous to 
be stranded there in winter. 

Innumerable Waterfalls 

We visited the valley of Lauter
brunnen, which is literally what its 
name .implies, a valley shaped like 
an oval pit with sides of bare, red
dish rock rising perpendicularly all 
around to a height of about 200 
feet and then sloping away towards 
a summit. Over this ridge and 
straight down into the valley are 
innumerable falls that cascade 
down in a thin, filmy, gray spray, 
like so many mares' tails. 

The main attraction in this val
ley were the Trummelbach Falls 
from the Jungfrau glacier, wlrich 
descended in · five wonderful cas
cades. These are visited by means 
of an electric elevator built into 
the Blanc Mont Mountain. It 
seemed to me we were right in 
the mountain and walked up some 
stairs, hewn into the rock, to the 
falls. It was dark, cold and wet in 

. there, and the air was filled with 
the gigantic roar of the falls. When 
we arrived at the end of the tun-

ful fishermen were reeling in life 
·and food from the slumbering lake, 
w;hile white swan glided by, an 
object lesson in graee, symmetry 
and repose. 

Box Lunch «a la Mode" 

We still felt a bit groggy when 
we found ourselves in the train 
heading for Basel, where we chang
ed trains to Paris. There was no 
dining car on that train, so we had 
box lunches at our seats. A box 
lunch consisted of a m1mature 
shopping bag tied with a silky 
string through the top. This con
tained what they called sand
wiches, but which to us looked like 
wiener buns with ham, minus, the 
butter and mustard. A hard boiled 
egg and a tiny bag of salt occupied 
one corner of the bag, while an
other corner harbored two green 
apples and an orange. The other 
corner was erppty, but the fourth 
corner contained a tiny chocolate 
bar - our dessert. 

It was a train ride that had to 
be endured, since we couldn't en- . 
joy it. Eight of us were squeezed 
into one small compartment. We 
were short of knee space, leg space 
and foot space, and sat cramped 
for ten hours in stifling heat, while 
the dust and cinders CO\(ered us 
from head to foot We felt per
fectly filthy when we stepped from 
the train, but when we saw what 

(To be continued.) 

--0--

It takes a child two years to 
learn to talk, a man or woman 70 
years to keep their mouth shut. 

The-.Christian View of 
Science and Scripture 

By Bernard Ramm. 368 pp. 
Wilbur Smith writes of this book: 
"The mo,st important di!s1cussion 
of the problems involved .. . that 
has appeared in this country in 
the 1aist fifty years .... No evan
gelical should attempt to speak 
on the ,subjects discussed in this 
vsolume before he has read these 
thought-provoking pages, and no 
book, conserv,ative or liberal, on 
the .subj,ect of science and the 
Ghi,istian faith can ibe written 
during the next few decades ... 
without fully taking into account 
this truly i,emarlmble volume ... 

Price: $4.00 

The CHRISTIAN PRESS, Ltd. 
159 Kielvin St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 

• 
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THE RELIGIOUS KALEIDOSCOPE 
Billy G:mham to Niew York 

.Evangelist Billy Graham has ac
cepted an invitation from New 
York City's Protestant churches to 
stage a major crusade there in 
1957. 

"This will be by far the No. 1 
challenge I have ever accepted," 
Graham told a press conference at 
offices of the Protestant Council 
of the City of New York. 

He and officials of the council 
said more than a year of prepara
tions would precede the start of the 
crusade, which would utilize the 
services of thousands of singers, 
counsellors and assisting ministers. 

* * * . 
Oalls Santa ia "P,ot-Belliled 

Materialist" 

. Rev. R. C. Plant, a London, 
Ont., Baptist minister recently cal
led Santa Claus a "red-faced, pot
bellied, drunken representative of 
materialism." 

Since that time he has been de
luged with telephone calls, protest
ing his remarks. Most ca.Hers want 
to tell off "the mean, miserable 
wretch who called dear Santa a 
drunken bum", Mr. Plant said. 

Mr. Plant meanwhile explained 
that his critic:ism of Santa wa~ not 
personal. 

"I was just trying to point out 
that people are forgetting the 
Christ child who should be the 
primary figure at Christmas," he 
said. 

Mr. Plant said: "Santa is often 
the symbol to 'give me' whereas 
Christ is the symbol of 'giving to 
others' in celebration of what 'He 
has done for us.'" 

He was also critical of the prac
tice of business firms and industries 
giving presents at Christmas to 
purchasing agents and other exe
cutives for business good will. He 
called this habit "Christmas blas
spliemy." 

Parents · who use the Christmas 
season as a time for heavy drink
ing also drew a verbal lash from 
Mr. Plant. 

"Too many people now celebrate 
Christmas by becoming inebriated. 
It is sacreligious to go home from 
church to go on a drinking spr.ee," 
he said. 

* * * 
Southiern Baptists On Church

Launching Crusade 

The Southern Baptist Conven
tion plans to initiate 2,000 new 
churches and revive "at least 700 
dead ones" during the coming year, 
Dr. Courts Redford, of Atlanta, 
Ga., executive secretary of the de
nomination's Home Mission Board, 
reported at Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

* * * 
Chapel Closed m Spain 

The· new Baptist Chapel in 
Elche ( near Valencia) has been 
closed by an official order of the 

governor of the province. Approx
imately a hundred people attended 
the first Sunday services held in the 
new building. The following Wed
nesday the police sealed the doors 
and windows of the chapel, put
ting up the inscription: "Closed by 
order of the civil governor of this 
province." 

Closure of the chapel was based 
upon the fact that the pastor did 
not have governmental authoriza
tion to begin holding services there: 
The pastor states that he had ap
plied for the permission three times 
since the first of this year and that 
it had not yet been granted. 

• • • 
FI01'leign Publications 

Successful 

The African Challenge, after 
four years, has a monthly circula
tion of 150,000. Envol (French) 
produced by Trevor Shaw, who 
originated The African Challenge, 
after publishing only nine months 
has a circulation of 10,500. Be
ginning in 1956, it is to be pub
lished in at least three of the major 
African languages. · Publication 
offices have recently been moved 
from French West Afrioa to the 
Belgian Congo. The New Nation , 
(Gold Coast) began publication in 
July with an edition of 16,000. 
Vida (Spanish) will probably be
gin publication in February with 
an edition of 30,000. Rev. Paul 
H . Bartel, coeditor of the Chinese 
Bible Magazine, which The Chris
tian Missionary Alliance began pub-

. lishing about forty years ago, has 
been loaned by them. so that he 
can edit a new magazine in Chi
nese, with publication offices in 
Hong K'bng. 

CANADASCOPE 
Canad.a Bl'loadiens Loans to 

Entice Inunigriants 

Tpe government in Ottawa has 
announced that it is widening its 
plan of passage loans to European 
immigrants to include all types of 
workers and also their dependents. 

The move, apparently designed 
to increase the present lagging flow 
of immigration, becomes effective 
immediately. ' 

The announcement by Immigra
tion · Minister Pickersgill said the 
extension will cover "all immi
grants who are suitable, desirable 
and adaptable and who would 
otherwise be unable to finance 
their trip." 

* * * 
Oanad1a, Martin Win 

High Pl'laise 

The General Assembly of the 
United Nations Organization has 
paid , tribute to Canada for break

. ing the long deadlock on UN 
memb~rship. After the voting 
which brought 16 new members 

into the or:ganization, President 
Jose Maza of Chile called on Can
ada's Health Minister Paul Martin 
for a statement. Witnesses said the 
applause which broke out when 
Martin rose to speak, and I again 
when he finished, was possibly the 
loudest they had ever heard at the 
UN. 

* * * 

Oainadiian Archeoliogists On 
Biblical Expedition 

Three Canadian archeologilits, 
members of the Royal Ontario 
Museum, will leave Canada short
ly to take part in excavation work 
on the site of the ancient biblical 
city of Jericho. 

Archeologists and historians say 
the site is that of the earliest high 
culture achieved . by man. It is 
believed, said Dr. Tushingham, 
who will head the team, to have 
existed more than 7,000 years ago. 

The World Today 
Middm EaJSlt . Spats Co:uM 

Lead fo War 

The situation in the Middle East 
is certainly holding the spotlight in 
the news of the world. After Is
rael's attack on Syrian qutposts 
along the Sea of Galilee had been 
called "unprovoked'' by Canada's 
truce supervisor Bums, the Arabs 
demanded th'e ouster of Israel from 
the United Nations. · 

The full seriousness of the ill
feeling beween Israel and the Arab 
nations is illustrated by a note 
sent by Premier Nasser to Syria. 
In it he stated that Egypt will be 
glad when her army and the Syrian 
Army meet in Israel on the ruins 
of "these treacherous peoples." 

* * * 
Huge Dam for Egypt 

In Washington last week State 
Department officials announced 
that the United States and Britain 
have agreed to make $70,000 avail
able to Egypt so that she can start 
on the construction of the Aswan 
.Dam. 

The construction of the Aswan 

FIOU1'-Yiear Project tior 
Indians, Mtetis 

The University of Manitoba will 
sponsor a four-year study and de
velopment project on Indians and 
Metis. 

An anthropologist will spend 18 
months in a district where there 
are white, Indian and Metis com
munities. He will try and find out 
how the lndi~ns and Metis feel 
about their communities, what they 
value, what they want for their 
children. 

A community development team 
will then move in for from two to 
three years, with specialists in 
health and - welfare, recreation, 
iP-dustrial development, agriculture, 
fishing and co-operation. 

The project is to be a "demon
stration of what might be done" 
tc integrate natives and whites 
while keeping group pride and 
culture. 

-it would be three miles long, 365 
feet high and create the greatest 
man-made lake in the world~has 
long been an Egyptian dream. 

* * * 
U11aniium Strike wn Yugoslavia 

The best-kept secret in Yugo
slavia is that the country may have 
the largest uranium deposits in 
Europe. Surveys indicate that the 
uranium lodes may be of suffic
iently high-quality and large 
enough to make Yugoslavia a 
major world producer of the stra
tegic material of the atomic era. 

* * * 
Otto John R1eturns 

Dr. Otto John, former German 
intelligence chief who deserted to 
the Communists in 1954, has fled 
back to 'the West. Upon his ar
rival in West Germany he was 
whisked away for questioning by 
officials of the Supreme Court. In 
a statement he declared that he 
had been drugged and taken to· 
East Germany last July. 

--0---

Pride is the disease that makes 
every one sick but the one who has 
it. - Dr. Paul Rees. 

The MENNONITE OBSERVER 
,, Extends Warmest 

Clirlstmas anJ ..New ljear 's (ireetings 
to all its 

Readers, Reporters, and Advertisers 

* * * 
We also thank all customers of the bookstore for your 
patronage and shall appreciate your goodwill during 

the coming year. 

The Christian Press, Ltd. 
159 Kielvin St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 
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elderly widower, were married on 

II De at h S II December 10 in the M.B. church 
at Coaldale, Alta. Rev. J . J. Sie-

1,!;;;;=~==========;;;;;;;!J·. · mens officiated. 

MRS ANNA HARDER. 

Mrs. Anna 'Harider, 80 years of 
age, passed away in the Chilliwack 
General Hospital on December 3, 
after she had contracted pneu
monia. The funeral was held in 
the M .B. church at Greendale 
B.C., on December 5 at · 2 p.m. ' 

Born in 1875, Mrs. Harder was 
married to Bernhard Harder in 
South Russia in 1898. A farmer 
he predeceased her in 1926. Mrs'. 
Harder has resided in the Green
dale district for 25 years. ' 

She is survivied by Rev. Jacob 
Harder, the director of the choir 
in the M.B. church in Greendale 
B.C. ; three daughters, Mrs. Joh~ 
Janzen, Vancouver, Mrs. Henry 
Ewert, Sardis, and Miss Anna Har~ 
der, at home; 17 grandchildren 
and 6 great-grandchildren. 

--o-

REV. JACOB KROEKER 

Rev. Jacob Kroeker of Lea
mington, Ont., went to be with the 
Lord on Friday, Dec. 9. Death is 
attributed to a heart attack. The 
funeral was held in the Mennonite 
Brethren church in Leamington, 
Ont., on Monday, Dec. 12. 

Rev. Kroeker has been serving 
the Lord as minister in churches in 
~ailyville, Illinois; Midland, Mich-
1gan,and in Leamington. 

He leaves to mourn: . his wife, 
two brothers, Rev. Frank Kroeker 
o! Brazil and Rev. John Kroeker 
ot Herbert, Sask.; one sister, Mrs. 
David Unruh of Midland, Mich.; 
two sons, Frank of Bailyville, Ill., 
and John of Midland, Mich. ; one 
daughter, Mrs. Ed. Willms of De
troit, Mich.; and 11 grandchildren. 

L~-~~ 
WALL-DICK 

Miss Elizabeth Dick, daughter of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Dick and the late 
Mr. Dick, and Gerhard Wall, an 

'• 

Harbison Service 
Prop.: Henry Epp 

TEXACO GAS & OILS 
Famous Marliak Lubrication 
Tune-ups are our Specialty 
KELVIN AT HARBISON, WPG . . 

Phone 50-5463 

Miss Dick has been a Sunday 
school teacher in the M.B. church 
at Coaldale for the last 18 years. 
Her present class was represented 
on the programme when one of the 
students recited a poem. Another 
poem was recited by the son of 
Bro. Wall. 

The reception was held in the 
church basement. It included a 
programme presented by the re
latives of the couple. 

--0--

BUHLER - PETERS . 
I 

Anne Peters, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Peters, Winni
pegosis, Man., and Jake Buhler, . 
soz:i o! Mr. and Mrs. Jake Buhler, 
Wmmpegosis, were married in the 
Nordheim Mennonite church . at 
Winnipegosis on October 2. Rev. 
Peter Martens of Steinbach, Man., 
officiated. 

.. 

Mr. and Mrs. Buhler have made 
their home on a farm in Winni
pegosis, where Mr. Buhler is choir 
director and Mrs. Buhler teaches 
Sunday school in the Mennonite 
Brethren mission chapel. 

--o-

HOME NEARING 
COMPLETION IN ONTARO 

Fairview Home, Preston, Ont., 
is nearing completion and will be 
ready to admit new guests by early 
January, 1956. Applications for 
admission arenow being received. 

The home is located in East Pre
ston, adjoining the Preston Men
nonite church. It is of modern 
construction and has· facilities to 
accommodate approximately 75 
guests, including 18 to 20 in a 
bed-patient unit designed for con
valescent or chronically-ill people. 

•••tet«•••••••~•••tet«••~1R•1R••••••••~••••~-~-ICIR1«1C••~ 
Season's Greetings and a Happy New Year 

Jack.~§ Vharrnacy 
1108 Henderson Highway Phone EDison 1-7333 

•••••--•~M••••11N1••••••N1N1••-•MM•N1N1•••• 

ONE YEAR IN TOKYO 

The story of MCC's first year in 
Tokyo centers around young Japa
nese. Y oshitaka Kiyona a senior 
in the School of Pharma~y of To
kyo University, came to the Center 
as an interpreter. ,The Wingerts 
were able to interpret for him the 
love of Christ and Kiyona-sam 
has now dedicated his life to 
Christian service. 

Tohoro Ishii came to stay at the 
MCC Center while he attended 
Tokyo University. He too became 
a believer. Then Keiko Miyohara 
came. Her Communist re-married 
mother made her home life irt 
Hagi impossible, so this 16-year-old 
girl left her home and came to 
Tokyo. Finally she came to MCC. 

The handyman and carpenter at 
the MCC compounds is Genzo 
Arai, a mature Christian who of
fered to give pis service free. 

These four young Japanese 
Christians with the Norman Winl 
gerts and Melvin Gingerichs com
pose the present MCC family. 
They and other young Christians 
or earnest seekers have a regular 
Sunday evening Bible Class. And 
there is seldom an evening when 
there is not a visitor who intro
duces himself by, "I have come to 
learn about Christianity." 

A second project is the daily 
milk distribution at Ueno. Every 
evening for six months two to six 
MCC folks give hot milk to an 
average of 150 homeless people. 
Ueno is the downtown railroad 
station, and the haunt of Tokyo 
ragpickers. The broad stone steps 
of the park entrance and the 
cement sidewalks of the underpass 
are their bedrooms, and spread-out 
newspapers their beds. Mornings 
they melt away to tramp the 
streets of the world's third-largest 
city; evenings they return "home" 
with 'their hundred yen (thirty 
cents) worth of paper and rag 
treasures. When the weather is 
bad, they don't eat, and when cold 
they sleep cold. Many of them are 
tough and hard, both in body and 
in character. · 

The regularity of the MCC min
istrations to these people has de
veloped a confidence · among the 
.r_:agpickers. It is an opportunity 
tor the young MCC Christians to 
witness to the love of God by word 
and deed. 

From these contacts at Ueno a 
number of cases have been rehabil
itated. And a third project, the 
Home of Hope, was begun. Pres
ently nine men who were formerly 
among the Ueno drifters are living 
in this home. They have found 
regular employment and now have 
regular meals and a home. Some 
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of the men have accepted Christ. 
With these nine men the Home of 
Hope is now crowded, but there 
are still others · at Ueno who seek 
admission. 

NEW DORMITORY NEEDED 
IN FERNHEIM, PARAGUAY 

Since the enrollment m the 
"Zentralscbule" of Colony Fern
heim in Paraguay has grown to 
119i the boy's dormitory is no 
longer large enough. The Men
nonite colonists propose a building 
which would also include a library 
room and assembly hall for school 
activities, devotions and program
mes. The present boys' dormitory 
could then be used for kitchen and 
dining space. The students are 
now eating in the colony meeting 
hall, and there is no library room 
or assembly hall. 

The "Zentralschule" in Filadel
fia is the high school and normal 
training school for all the young 
people in the Chaco colonies. The 
elementary teachers of the five Pa
raguayan Mennoni:te colonies are 

1trained here. 

It is difficult to raise sufficient 
capital in Paraguay for this new 
building. The Paraguay Menno
nite leaders have asked whether 
their North American brethren 
might be interested in helping them 
meet possibly half of the total 
estimated cost, or up to $4,000. 
Should there be interest in contri
buting toward this special need, 
additional information is available 
from MCC, A'kron, Pa·. 

--0--

Mennonite Tugboat · 
Captain Dies 

The captain of the internatio
nally-known tugboat, "Atomic", 
Jacob G. Penner, 45, died of a 
heart attack on board the tugboat 
near Chicago on Lake Michigan, 
on November 29. 

Born April 1, 1910, in the vil
lage Tiegenhagen in Southern Rus
sia, Mr. Penner came to Canada 
in 1924 together with his widowed 
mother and three brothers. His 
father had been killed in 1919. He 
married Agnes Dyck on November 
24, 1934, in Leamington. 

In 1935 ·Penner was classed as 
the youngest captain on the Great 
Lakes. He was skipper of a pas
senger vessel sailing between Kins
ville and Plee Island at the time. 

As captain of the tugboat, 
"Atomic", he has succ_essfully un
dertaken many difficult salvage 
jobs. He has also been winner 
several times in the Detroit River 
International Tugboat Races, and 
was classed as a very able skipper 
by his friends. 

Funeral services were held on 
December 1 in his home in Am
herstburg, Ont., and in the United 
Mennonite church, Oak St., Leam
ington, of which he was a member. 
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C!Cnllrgrs 
CANADIAN MENNONITE 
BIBLE COLLE(iE 

The fore-going weekend con
tained many Christmas activities 
for the College family. On Satur
day, December 10, we enjoyed a, 
banquet, which had been planned 
by the Fellowship Committee. The 
families of the teachers and mar
ried students were also there. The 
theme of the banquet was "Peace", 
and Rev. D. Janzen led us in a d,e
votional message on the true mean
ing of Christmas. Following the 
banquet we all left for the Bethel 
Mennonite Mission Church to at
tend a programme sponsored by 
the Music and Literary Societies. 
The young people of the Winnip(,g 
Mennonite Churches also attended 
this programme. The programme 
contained such musical numbers as 
the "Virgin Slumber Song", sung 
by the Ladies' Chorus and con
ducted by Katie Bergen; "Hark 
How the Bells" and "O Tannen
baum''., sung by the male octette; 
and a solo, "No Room in the Inn", 
by Vernon Neufeld. The highlight 
of the evening was the presenta
tion of the play, "Peace · I Give 
Unto You".. Members of the cast 
were Tina Klassen, John R. Frie
sen, John Neufeld, Otto Dirks and 
John Bergen. We left for our 
homes that-evening greatly blessed. 

On Sunday · evening, December 
11, the College Choir presented 
its annual Christmas Concert. The 
first part of the programme con
sisted of a series of Christm,as 
Chorale and older arangements 
from Bach's time and before, such 
a~ "Vom Himmel hoch da komm 
ich her", "Break Forth, 0 Beaut
eous Light" from Bach's Christ
mas Oratorio, and "Dank sagen 
wir alle", the closing chorus of 
Schuetz's "Weihnachtsgeschichte". 
Rev. Poettcker brought the mes
sage. 

The second half of the program
me was a Carol Service, when the 
choir sang such well known carols 
as "Suesser die Glocken nie klin
gen" and "Leise rieselt der 
Schnee", as well as lesser-known 
Christmas songs such as "Christ 
Was Born on Christmas Day" and 
"Now Unto Bethlehem". Following 
t.he programme the Young People 
of the First Mennonite Church 
served us a lunch in the church 
basement. 

Margaret Voght. 
--0--

M.B. BIBLE COLLEGE 

One of the recent speakers in 
chapel here at M.B.B.C. was Rev. 
Eveland, pastor of the Christian 
Fellowship Chapel in Winnipeg. 
He spoke to us on the blessings of 
sonship. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 15, Rev. 
Splinter, pastor of the Grant Me
morial Baptist Church here in the 
city, gave us a brief testimony of 
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and _ daughter, Janet, will be leav
ing us in the middle of February 
to further serve the Lord in Quito, 
Ecuador. Pray with us that the 
Lord may "fill the gap". 

Mary Janzen. 
-0---

i!jtgl] ~rl]nnls 
In the picture above you .see the Mennonite Educational Institute, 
situated at North Clearbrook, B.C. At present ov,er 200 students are 
studying in the sellllior high school seen in the front and nearly . 

M.B. COLLEGIATE 
INSTITUTE, WINNIPEG 

, 200 junior hlgh school students in the alllilex at the rear. 
Examinations are over and 

school is back to normal again. In 
general the students can say that 
the teachers were fairly generous 
in their tests. However, the com
ing report cards will better reveal 
the extent of the students' know
ledge. Let us hope that students 
and teachers will not be disap
pointed. 

how God had called him into the 
ministry. He challenged us to live 
so that you can look, at the past 
without regret, live so that you can 
look at the present without de
pression, and live so that you can 
look at the future with joyful an
ticipation. 

At the weekly Friday evening 
Student Meeting on December 16 
an overflow crowd attended the 
Christmas Carol Service held in 
the chapel at college. Singing, "O 
Come All Ye Faithful", the Acap
pella Choir marched in holding 
lighted candles. They also · sang 
later in the programme. Other 
groups taking part in the service 
were a mixed octet, a ladies en
semble, and a male octet. Miss 
Holda Reimer sang the Negro 
spiritual "Sweet Little Jtsus Boy". 
A total of 16 carols, chosen from.. 
carols sung by different nations, 
were hea1d by the appreciative 
audience. Bro. Rudy Boschman 
was chairman for the service. 

Despite last-minute- term assign
ments pressing for completion and 
examinations ( which one of the 
teachers calls "the pause that re
freshes"), most of the students are 
looking into the future with joyful 
anticipation, for what could be 
more pl'bsant than spending the 
Christmas holidays at home? 

Helmut Klassen. 
--0--

)Siblt JnstitUttS 
WINKLER BIBLE SCHOOL 

On December 10 Rev. H. H. 
Redekop, principal of the Winkler 
Bible School, and a male quartet 
had the privilege of serving with 
songs, testimonies and a message 
in the Union Gospel Mission, Win
nipeg, Man. 

The group from the Bible school
had come at the invitatioh ,.,f the 
Christian Business Mep's Com
mittee, which is in charge of a 
programme one Saturday night a 
month at the mission. The meet
ing was led by Mr. J. Schulz, a 
member of the . C.B.M.C. It was 
an evening with a great message, 
showing also the great need of the 
Gospel amoni those people. A film 
was shown and a light lunch served 
after the service. -Bringing the 
Gospel to these men and · women 
is a real challenge for the Christian 
churches. 

On Sunday, Dec. 11, this same 
group visited the South End M.B. 

Church in Winnipeg. The quartet 
sang several songs and Rev. Rede
kop brought a message. In his 
message Rev. Redekop described 
and explained the name of Jesus 
as "Wonderful". Through the 
presence of Christ we were blessed. 

As we live in the days before 
Christmas let us prepare our hearts 
to receive, the blessings of the 
Christmas season by giving Christ 
more room m our thoughts and 
lives. Margaret Funk. 

• . * * 
East C-hilliwiack Biblie Sch_ool 

Students at the East Chilliwack 
Bible School are serving the Lord 
in various ways. Singing groups 
have served . at the County Line 
Mission, at Harrison !jot Springs, 
and at Boston Bar this fall already. 

Every .. Thursday evening a 
group, either a quartet, a trio, or 
the male choir sing at the Men~ 
holm. This is a rest home for 
elderly gentlemen. The program
me includes singing, the reading of 
God's Word, a few comments and 
prayer. 

Two annual events during the 
Christmas sea,son are the carol pro
gramme presented locally and a 
radio programme broadcast over 
CHWK and sponsored by the Chil
liwack Funeral Home. 

Not only do the students serve in 
song, but a large portion of the 
student body is active in Sunday 
School work. These students 
teach in their home churches, but 
also at the Harrison Hot Springs, 
Bridal Falls, and Laidlaw missions. 

It has been announced that one 
of our staff members, Brother 
Hugo Jantz, together with his wife 

Classrooms and halls are buzzing 
in anticipation of Christmas and its 
holidays. Preparations are being 
made by the social committee for 
the Christmas Social to be held 
December 21. With the singing 
of carols the exchanging of gifts 

' ' ' and the remembrance of our Sav-
iour's birth comes the true Christ
mas spirit.. We wish all sti:dents, 
and teachers a blessed Chnstmas
and a joyous New Year. 

The M.B.C.I. students are plan
ning to present the drama, "Esther", 
in the beginning of February, 1956. 
This is an adaptation of the story 
of Esther in the Bible, her faithful
ness to God and her J1edemption of 
the captive Israelites from their 
vindictive enemies. 

Ruth Neufeld - XII 

BUT NOT FORSAKEN 
By Helen Good Brenneman. 

212 pp. 
This is a story of the courage 

and faith O':f a refugee mother. 
Fugitives from Russia during 
World War II, Hans and Maria 
Penner lived in constant dread 
of repatriation. When husband 
and wife were separated, Maria 
with her two small children start
ed on the dangerous journey 
westward-to freedom and safe-
ty. Price: $2.50. 
THE CHRISTIAN PRESS, LTD. 
159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 

To our Members and Many Friends 

We Wish a 

BLESSED 
and a 

PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 

* 
Crosstown Credit Union Society Ltd. 

Phone 92-4187 284 Kennedy, Winnipeg 2. 
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CHORAL AND 
ORGAN RECITAL 

Saskatoon, Sask. - The Christ
mas story attracted a crowd to the 
Mennonite Brethren church in 
Saskatoon, Sask., on December 9. 
Rev. Art Martens read the Scrip
ture-permeated narrative. Under 
the direction of Wilmer Neufeld, 
the choir enhanced the story with 
well-loved carols. Harry Jones 
accompanied the singing. 

Mr. Harry Jones, organist and 
choirmaster at the Grace United 
Church, presented a short organ 
recital. Among his selections was 
the favourite, "Jesu Joy of Man's 

~--······••lllNl»l••11>111>1••· 
(l!qrtatma.a 

(l;rrrtiug.a 
and Best Wishes 

for a 
Happy New Year 

REOEKOP ELECTRIC CO. 
966 Portage Ave., Winnipeg 10 
- Prone SUrnset 3-6903 -

Canada's Largest German 
Religious Record Dealers 

FREE Catalogue listing over 
2,500 selections. 

'--

-·······IIJIIIJIIIJI··--·-
WILLIAM MARTENS 

B.A.,LL.B. 

Barrister and Solicitor 
302 Power Building, Winnipe,; 

Off. 93-2780 - Res. SU 3-6996 

LORNE A. WOLCH 
B .Sc., R.O., O.D, 

Optometrist and Optician 
Eyes Examined 

272 Kelvin St., Elmwood 
Phone: 50-1177 

HENRY REIMER 
OPTICIAN 

Phone 1 92-4172 
400 Boyd Building 
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Desire." 
The choir concluded the evening 

with "God So Loved the World" 
from Steiner's "Crucifixion". 

---:-<>-- r 
Spectacular Blaze 
Levels Lumber Shed 

An early morning fire on De
cember 16 razed the large lumber 
shed and office of the South Poplar 
Lumber Yard, located three and a 
half miles southwest of Abbotsford, 
TI.C., and owned by H . . H. Falk. 
Only the valiant eff<:rts of t_wo 
fire brigades and the mtervent1on 
of the God who commands the 
wind saved the adjoining residence 
of H. Krahn. 

First noticed by Mrs. Falk, who 
notified her husband and the fire 
department, the fire had progressed 
too far by that time to save the 
structure. While Mrs. Falk took 
the small children to the neigh
bours, Mr. Falk hastened to in
form the Krahns, whose house was 
located a mere six feet from the 
shed, and the owner of the nearby 
general store, who lived at the 
rear of the store. A truck housed 
at one end of the shed was driven 
out in time. . 

The fire brigades were helped by 
a change in the direction of the 
wind in their courageous efforts to 
save the Krahn's residence. T_he 
wall adjoining their house and the 
chimney collapsed away from the 
house. All other buildings on 
the property were saved, although 
spot fires here and there had to 
be doused continually. 

The smouldering remains of the 
shed were watched during the next 
night by Elmer Stobbe and John 
Klassen, to prevent any recurrence 
of th~ blare. 

The cause of the fire is un
known, although a small stove had 
been burning during the night to 
keep the shed warm to protect "the 
paint stored in the building. 

Lost in 'the conflagration was a 
large lumber shed, several piles of 
stacked lumber, paint, and other 
articles, including the l'ecords of 
the past year's operations. 

It has not been reported what 
the total loss was, but insurance 
was carried. 
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ELMWOOD CHOm 
PRESENTS CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAMME 

Featuring a processional to the 
singing of "0 Come All Ye Faith
ful", the Elmwood M.B. Church 
Choir presented their annual 
Christmas programme on Tuesday, 
December 20. 

A selection of Christmas music 
by the 80-voic;e choir, under the 
direction of Mr. Rudy Boschman, 
and appropriate Scripture readings 
made up the body of the program
me. Rev. I. W. Redekopp opened 
and closed the service. Allan Bor
bridge was the organist. Following 
the programme the choir held their 
Christmas banquet. 

--:-<>--

CITY MISSION 
DmECTOR REPORTS 

Kronsgart, Man. - Rev. John 
M. Schmidt, accompanied by a 
male quartet an'd · pianist, visited 
and served us on the afternoon of 
December 11. Rev. Schmidt, di
rector of the Gospel Light Mission 
and the Gospel Light Hour, both 
projects of the Manit~ba ~.B. 
Mission, gave a very mterestmg 
and challenging report of the work 
in the city of Winnipeg. Attend
ance considering road conditions, 

' ' was reasonably good. 
---:-<>--

MCC' WAREHOUSE BURNED 

Akron, Penn. - Due to the 
growing internal tensions in Jordan 
the · MCC workers have moved 
from Jericho to temporary quar
ters in Jerusalem. On Sunday, 
Dec. 18, Akron, Pa., MCC offices 
received a cable from Ernest Leh
man, director in Jordan, informing 
that the MCC house in Jericho had 
been looted and the warehouse 
burnt. However, none of the work
ers were injured. 

Further details will be released 
later. The temporary mail address 

i~ MCC, Jerusalem, Box 188. 
Remember our workers in pray

er as they serve in this center of 
uprisings and tensions. 

-0--

M. B. Mission Notes 
- Brother and sister Elton Berg 

of Frazer, Montana, left Hillsboro, 
Kansas, December 7 for New York 
on the first lap of their journey 
to their appointment in · Europe. 
From New York they saited on the 
SS Ryndam for Bremerhaven, Ger
many, from where they proce~ed 
to Neuwied, Germany, and Lmz, 

· Austria. Plans are for the Bergs 
to assist the A. J. Neufelds in the 
work at Linz. 

- Dr. E. W. Schmidt of Saska
toon, Saskatchewan, stationed at 
Kajiji in the Belgian Congo, has 
been wounded by a lion, according 
to reports to various individuals in 
the homeland. He is r eported to 
have received especially :;evere in
juries on one of his arms. Since 
no details have been reported to 
the Hillsboro office, this is the 
extent of inform~tion that can be 
reported at this time. 

On t/ie .Horizon 
D.ecember 27 to 29. - The an

nual Bible Conference at the Elm
wood M.B. Church will discuss 
John 14:31 - 17:26. Rev. H. H. 
Janzen and Dr. A. H. Unruh will 
speak. Rev. Abram G. Neufeld 
of Ninga, Man., will speak at the 
evangelistic meetings in the even
ing. 

December 29-30. - A Youth 
Workshop will be held in Winkler, 
Man. Bill Gering, full-time youth 
worker with the Young People's 
Union of the General Conference 
Mennonite Church, will be the 
speaker. I · 

January 8. - The dedication of 
the new c o 11 e g e building of 
the Canadian Mennonite Bible 
College will be held January 8. 
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