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ForeWord 

This month we come to you with an interesting mix of material for you to reflect on. 
Some is "serious" while other items are less so. 

The opening story is about Regehr's Printing, a firm that continues in North 
Kildonan. The now well-known Manitoba author, Arnold Dyck, encouraged Jacob J . 
Regehr to become an independent printer. The firm started in a building that at best 
would be described as a "shack," and has survived 50 years and now fills a niche in the 
printing industry. 

Alvin Esau, a teacher of law at the University of Manitoba who comes from an 
Alberta Mennonite family background, believes ethics and religion have a place in legal 
practice. The article by Ron Enns describes how he tries to integrate an ethical outlook 
into the demands of a demanding profession. 

There are two sections of poetry this issue. In the first section of page 9 we are 
reprinting the complete version of "Bay Day" by Dora Dueck. A large section of the 
poem stayed on the "cutting room floor" and its absence was not noticed until the 
January issue was published. Our apologies to the author and all others who notices 
somethinn missing. 

Last issue we also made a last minute switch and decided to withdraw a story by 
Peter Ralph Friesen on the men he knew as "uncles" in his youth, because we wanted 
to include some photographs. But in so doing we forgot to eliminate a reference to it in 
the ForeWord. Again our apologies. The adults in Friesen's world were "distant," but 
always interesting, and always worthy of respect. 
Two of our regular columns are in place this edition. Tim Wiebe writes from Ontario, 
and offers us his reflections on a quiet New Year's eve. Roy Vogt in his Observed, 
laments the shortness of the first month before going on to describe events that made 
the holiday season and the first part of the month worthwhile. 
The liVby book aroused a great deal of interest when it was first published and 
circulated in Winnipeg in late 1987. The book was published by George Derksen, with 
the co-operation of Christians within and outside the Mennonite community. Tim 
Wiebe provides a theological review of the book and offers his views of its strength's 
and weaknesses. A short accompanying story reports on the effect the book has had on 
people's lives. 
J . Braun in a short piece writes an "imaginary" letter in which he comments on love, 
life, literature and Morningside. 
The German section comes in two parts: a Low-German piece by Victor Peters, and 
one in High German by Victor Doerksen. 
This edition closes with "Our Word," and a call to engage in discussion without 
maligning those who disagree with us. mm 

THE COVER: The Blind Lady of Justice, a photograph of the stained 
glass window located in Robson Hall, University of Manitoba. 
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In 1939 A~nold Dyck encouraged a 
printer, 
and today Regehr's Printing continues 
by Victor Doerksen 

W hpn the Mpnnonite author Arnold 
Dyck came to North Kildonan from Stein
bach before the onset of the Second World 
War, he settled in a small house on 
Mackay Avenue and continued writing 
his major High Gprman novel. Verloren in 
der Steppe. In Steinbach he had run the 
newspaper Steinbach Post for some years 
before selling it to the Derksen family. In 
Kildonan he looked about for someone 
who would be the printer for his and other 
books. 

Jacob G. Regehr, a member of the 
North Kildonan Mennonite Brethren 
Church, had worked for some years in the 
Rundschau Hauson Arlington Avenue in 
the North End, where Hermann Neufeld 
was the editor of the Mennonitische 
Rundschau. When Regehr's wife became 
ill and he felt the need to remain closer to 
home Arnold Dyck suggested that he 
become an independent printer and even 
provided some of the first equipment. 
And so the Regehr Printing Company was 
started in 1939, fifty years ago. 

Tante Anna, who had become an in
stitution in Steinbach with her kinder
garden and also set type for Arnold Dyck 
at the Post, also moved to North Kildonan, 
where she carried on both these activities. 
An old linotype machine, which reminds 
one of those older times, still stands in a 
corne r of the prese nt premises of 
Regehr's Printing. 

As one can see, the printing venture 
started in humble surroundings (in a 
building constructed of donated lumber) 
and for a time was located at 332 Mackay 
before a new building was erected at the 
present location in 1967. Dwarfed by 
neighbors like Palliser Furniture, Re
gehr's is content to provide a useful ser
vice both to the Mennonite church 
community and the business world at 
large. 

The present owner, Eugene Regehr, 
remembers earlier times when his father 

produced the popula r Ebenezer Abreif3-
kalendar, a calendar of daily readings 
which he assembled from various minis
ters and for which he wrote some of the 
passages himself. He also has recollec
tions of Arnold Dyck as a dynamic and 
always well dressed and well spoken 
individual. As a lad Eugene Regehr was 
employed to wash Dyck's new car, for 
which he was well paid. 

Although the printery was suggested 
by Dyck in order to produce German 
books, other orders eventually became 
the mainstay of the business. Early pro
ductions include some books of the Echo 
Verlag and many Selbstverlag (publica
tions by the author) productions, the 
occasional book in Russian and increas
ingly yearbooks a nd the like for the 
churches and conferences. Now most of 
the work consists of business forms, let
terheads and brochures; although the 
occasional book and booklet still appears. 

Among the later books in German 
printed by Regehr's are the Familien
register (genealogy) of the Klaas Reimer 
family, the founder of the Kleine 
Gemeinde; Jasykowo, the story of a set
tlement on the Dnieper River by Julius 
Loewen and Das Ende von Chortitza by 
Gerhard Fast. 

In talking about his view ofthe printing 
business, Eugene Regehr referred to I 
Corinthians 12, where Paul speaks of the 
various parts of the body as being equally 
indispensable to the health of the body as 
a whole. His business has remained a 
modest one, but on the day that I wanted 
to interview him, he had to beg off 
because a number of deaths over the 
Christmas holiday had made it necessary 
for him to rush the necessary memorial 
cards that day. 

Although he does not seek out busi
ness with a view to expansion, it seems 
that the people, the businesses and the 
churches of his community know that 
Regehr's Printing is there and is ready to 
carry on the family tradition of service. 
mm 

The orginal building in the Kildonan 
bush 

Eugene and Jacob Regehr in front of 
the present location 
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Teaching 
in Ontario, 
1936-1970 

noted by Harry Loewen 
The ra are increasingly many retired peo
ple who remain abreast of current events 
and continue to live productive lives well 
into old age. I know of men and women 
well into their eighties who bring refresh
ing insights to intellectual and spiritual 

issues and continue to communicate and 
interact with younger fri ends and col
leagues. I have a friend in Germany, for 
example, who at close to age 102 amazes 
those who know him with his knowledge, 
wisdom, and enthusiasm for "things of 
the spirit." 

Henry B. Tiessen, also an elderly 
friend of mine, lives in Kitchener, Ontario. 
He was born in 1905 in a Russian Men
nonite village. When he came to Canada 
in 1926 he worked at first on farms in 
Ontario and Manitoba, and some time 
later at the Ford Motor Company in 
Windsor, Ontario. He eventually con
tinued his studies, including Teachers' 
College training in Stratford, Ontario. In 
his own words, he "never regretted the 
path" of education and teaching. In fact, 
the booklet he has just privately published 
is evidence of his continuing interest and 
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involvement in communicating ideas and 
sharing of his life with others. 

The booklet Teaching in Ontario 
1935-1970 includes text and ph o 
tographs which tell the story of Hf.:mry 
Tiessen's life and career as a teacher. The 
reader is introduced to his days as a stu·
dent at Teachers' College, the years as a 
teacher in northern Ontario, the period as 
a principal of Eden Christian College at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, and the time he 
spent teaching in such Kitchener-Water-
100 area schools as Mackenzie King and 
Bridgeport. 

Henry Tiessen's friends and acquain
tances will find this 63- page booklet both 
informative and interesting reading. The 
cost of S10 includes postage and handling. 
Interested people may write for a copy to: 
Henry Tiessen, 291 Weber St. E., Kitch
ener, Ontario, N2H lEg. mm 
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MARCH 10-12, 1989 
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Alvin Esau 

LaW" teacher says ethics and religion 
have a place in the legal practice 
by Ron Enns 

Alvin Esau, a professor of law at the 
University of Manitoba, believes that his 
position in the legal system allows him to 
be a prophetic voice: "I am at a critical 
stage in the legal system: I can write or 
talk about anything without fear or 
favour." 

Prof. Esau is a Christian lawyer in a 
professio n in which he perceives a 
demonic lifestyle to exist. 

"Most lawyers have an incredibly fre
netic lifestyle. It's a profession that helps 
people so much, yet has so many personal 
demands. There are the burdens of con
flicting situations, the demands of the 
drive for excellence and success at all 
costs that seems to be expected, and the 
lure oflarge sums of money." 

Esau would like to see the profession 
less driven by money, success and power 
but this causes him to ask the question, 
"Can we be competent, yet balanced, or 
must everything in life other than law 
become secondary or peripheral?" 

"I went into academic life not because 
it was softer, but because it allows time for 
other things that are important to me: my 
family, my spiritual life and a balanced 
lifestyle," Esau stated. 

It is within this environment that Esau 
believes he can profoundly affect the legal 
system. "I didn't become a professor to 
avoid the ethical dilemmas of practice. It 
wasn't a way of escaping: the reality is 
that I'm training lawyers for practice." 

Ethics: this is Prof. Esau's area of per-

sonal interest and it is reflected in the 
work that he does. Besides teaching eth
ics in the Faculty of Law at the University 
of Manitoba, Esau was recently appointed 
director of the Legal Research Institute 
(LRI) at that university. 

Dean of the law, Trevor Anderson, 
speaks highly of him: "Alvin has a strong 
commitment to research. His familiarity 
with the literature and broad range of 
knowledge in legal theory combined with 
his interdisciplinary strengths make him 
an excellent and logical choice as director 
ofthe institute." 

Esau's special interest in lawyer's eth
ics has influenced the LRI to actively 
engage in research on this topic. His con
cern for this can be traced back to his 
undergraduate years at the University of 
Alberta. "My first year in the law pro
gram at Alberta was great. but during my 
second and third years I began to ask a lot 
of personal questions, especially about 
the morality ofJawyering. This influenced 
me to teach law rather than practice it." 

Esau then accepted a scholarship at 
Harvard University where the master's 
degree was conferred upon him in 1977. 
He has been at the U of M since then, and 
has done a lot of work in the area of ethics 
throughout that time. 

"Alvin has become somewhat of an 
expert and authority in this area," com
mented Dean Anderson, referring to legal 
e thics. "As well as researching and 
teaching ethics in our faculty here, he is 

"The Anabaptist influence cer
tainly has steered me toward 
teaching ethics as my main 
thrust. " 
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also in dmnand elsewhere to share his 
kJlov>i!e(jqu of ethical issues." 

II1<1e0'(1 Prof. Esau is in demand speak
inq and teaching at universities across 
C.mada, rnaking presentations for the 
Cawldi,m Association of Law Teachers 
(CI\1,T) ,md the Canadian Bar Association, 
dIH.! pnr1 [cipating in consultations with 
the Law Heform Commission of Canada. 
In ,"mudry, he taught a one week course 
at HE'qent Theological College in Van
couver entitled "The Old Testament and 
thH LilW," while in February he will speak 
on profossional responsibility at the dis
t.inquished Murray Fraser Lectures at the 
Uniw,n,lty of Victoria Law School. 
School. 

P["of. Esau enjoys the opportunity to 
s[)(),:lk at institutions that are pluralistic as 
woll as those that hold a Christian world 
view. "VVhen I lecture, I'm influenced in 
my ich,as by my Christian faith and reflect 
a Christiun world view, but I don't pros
elytize my Christianity: I am writing and 
spcakinq to everyone, a general audience. 
But I n·;ally like the opportunity to 
diCllofJuP more freely with Christian stu
dfml.S too, for example, at Regent Col
leo<:;·" 

Esau, whose Mennonite background is 
rootc'd in Coaldale, Alberta, attends St. 
Maqpl'E't's Anglican Church in Winnipeg. 
"The Anabaptist influenCE' certainly has 
steered me toward teaching ethics as my 
muin thrust," said Esau. 

The teaching and research that Esau 
pert(wms in ethics generally falls into two 
aroas: systemic reform and the concept of 
personal ethics versus professional ethics. 

"The reality of the legal profession is 
that there is a lot of systemic evil and a 
nE'(')d for reform," exclaimed Esau. "But 
we shouldn't withdraw from law conced
inO that it is fallen and in the unchristian 
domain, but rather work towards 
reform," he added. 

One way that Esau is working toward 
reform is through the legal history pro
jects that the LRI is involved in, including 
a study of the Icelandic community, 
which could be considered "a state within 
a state" in Manitoba during the 1870's. 
"The alternative methods that their legal 
system employed like mediation are 
useful for us to study: we hope to be able 
to apply them to legal practice in our 
world today," Esau related. 

Systemic reform involves an attitude of 
not just teaching what law is, but what it 
ought to be. Esau went on to say that "to 
be the best a profession can be, it has to be 
critically aware of the justice and injustice 
of the system." Esau attempts to incorpo
rate this attitude in all of his research, 
writino, teaching and as director of the 
LRI. 
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The concept of porsonal ethics versus 
professional ethics is onp in which Prof. 
Esau holds some adamant views. "You 
have to make your professionallifn a mir
ror and a vehicle of your own personal 
ideology and background -- what you'll 
do and who you'll serve in your practice. 
Don't go by the conventions set out by the 
practice." 

Esau continued, saying: "Your law
yering is a ministry, but. how do you make 
it faithful in all your practice? You can't 
deny the practice and its ethics, but have 
to rather have intE!grative ethics -
between your own attitudes and values 
and those of the profession. It is not role 
differentiation, but integration, and is di£"
fenmt for every individual." 

Esau points out that lawyers can make 
choiCE'S and incorporate their personal 
ethics into their practice. "There is a lot 
more freedom than people think there is, 
especially in serving clients that you want 
to and refraining from serving others, and 
there is a choice in living a particular 
lifestyle. " 

There are today a growing number of 
Christians and Mennonites entering the 
legal profession. "1 really think that there 
needs to be a lot. more disclIssion on 
Christian ethics and the Jaw, on faith and 
the profession," mused Esau. A Christian 
Legal Fellowship exists in Ontario and 
organizations like this have been formed 
in the United States on a larger scale. 
"This is desperately needed across Can
ada: a strong organizat.ion of Christian 
lawyers who take Christ. seriously in their 
profession. " 

With his dedication, desire and real
izat.ion of the role he can play in the legal 
profession, Alvin Esau will undoubtedly 
make many positive contributions to the 
leoal system and profession in our world 
today. mm 

Accountant 

The Mennonite Literary Society Inc., 
publishers of the Mennonite Mirror, is 
looking for an accountant. For informa
tion contact Roy Vogt, president, tele
phone 261-8470. 
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POET'S 
WORD 

BAY DAY 

heavy glass doors 
move in circles 
and let me in 
to vanity fair 

there are big deals here 
racks and racks of 

paradise green 
which is peacock 
and tropical blue 
which might be azure 
and h eaven is 100% 
cotton or rayon 
or silk and 
lined 
with mirrors 
and fitting rooms 

I am quite transformed 
I am really rather glamorous 
I sptmd three hours 

changing 

and don't find 
a single blouse 
I like enough 
so 
my discount 
coupon is placed 
with regret 
into the pocket 
of my black purse 
and the door 
revolves 
me out 

here: white autumn 
sun and sky and water 

in fountains 
slight winds 
pale air and 
pallid elements 

I promised to meet somebody 
up the street but there is a minute 

yet 
to press 
against the window 
and bargain with 
a mannequin 

''I' ll take those wonderful clothes 
and that wonderfully brilliant pose -
that tireless confident gesture, 
yes, exactly that one, 
for this cheap bending of my limbs" 

"hurry!" she says, staring 
at some distant thing, 
"your appointment l 

wear your new shoes l " 

my new shoes are 
too tight but 
I can't return them 
because there's sidewalk 
on them now 

the city shifts 
it changes as I walk 

memorial boulevard grows tIne 
fine 

government house impressive 
looms 
suddenly I'm 
delighted 
and my only small 
annoyance 
is 
a bee about 
my head 

if 
I wasn't 
running late 
I'd return 
to inform her 
I've changed 
my mind 
it's not 
as bad 
as it seemed 

-Dora Dueck 

In preparing last month's edition, a section of this poem, Bay Day, 
was not included. Accordingly, the poem is being republished this 
month with the missing section. 

Visions and Revision 
The vision new 
Youth in seeming innocence 
wrestles demons imagined 
and dolls become beloved 
above and beyond 
what adulthood calls 

reality 

The vision narrows 
Business suits and pantyhose constrict 
the flow of blood and creativity 
wrestling demons in divorce courts 
and cheques become beloved 
above and beyond 
what retirement calls 

the 'good old days' 

The vision narrows 
Bifocals on the world reveal the pair 
the present and the pleasant past 
wrestling demon fears of dying 
and pensions become beloved 
above the Beyond 
what their hurried children call 

senility 

Veralyn Warkentin 

Without Asking 

north kildonan 
between McKay and springfield road 
was a 60's growing-up paradise. 
we played hide and seek 
between lumber piles threw 
firecrackers buried in snowballs. 
McKay bush was our Sherwood Forest. 
here we honed our skills 
chased cottontails discovered 
the mystery of birds. 
sometimes on sunday afternoons 
we built fires had baked potatoes 
roast wieners or pigeons on a spit. 
in winter we walked 
the old railroad grade 
to bergen's cutoff. tried all the 
good sliding places with cardboard 
toboggans or skied down 
on slick moccasins. 
one summer without asking 
they brought bulldozers. 

--Walfried Jansen 
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In many respects the Steinbach of today began here, on A.S. 
Friesen's yard. Here the remarkable Mr. Friesen, who was a 
m echanical genius in his own right, built Steinbach's windmill 
in 1877 and here he and his sons built the Friesen Machine 
Shop. 
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Here is another and later view of the Friesen Machine Shop. Mr. 
Friesen introduced various types of agricultural implements to 
the area in addition to operating a place where machines were 
built and repaired. 



by Peter Ralph Friesen 

Memories of all those men 
I'called "uncle" in my youth 
When I was growing up in the 1950s, 
my unthinking impression was that our 
neighborhood near the centre of Stein
bach was also the centre of the world. 

Our back yard was flanked on one side 
by Friesen Machine Shop, run by Uncle 
Henry and Uncle Barney, whose yards 
and hOUSE1s were situated immediately 
west of us. Another uncle, Jake, and his 
family, were neighbors, too. Our big 
white frame house, built by my late 
grandfather, was fronted by the religious 
bookstore my father owned. It was the 
Friesen domain: our gardens, our houses, 
our businesses. Half a block away was the 
J.R. Friesen & Son garage, belonging to a 
cousin of my father and his brothers. 

My brothers and our cousins claimed 
all this as Friesen turf. Behind our house 
was a ramshackle red barn, still standing 
from the time that my grandfather, tem
porarily diverted from his lifes' vocation of 
working with machinery, tried farming. 
We swung on a rope hanging from the 
rafters in the loft, letting go to fall in a pile 
of old newspapers and miscellaneous 
junk. At night we sat on the loft stairs and 
told ghost stories. A giant cottonwood 
behind the house spread its "cotton" 
througpout the neighborhood. 

Summer days, I would venture into the 
shop to watch my brother at the lathe, 
turning cylinders or shafts, making the 
bright steel peel away and fall onto the 
grimy floor. Sometimes, with the sunlight 
filtering through the dirty windows, the 
belt and pulley system invented by my 
grandfather hanging from the ceiling, the 
hammer and whine of machines restoring 
worn pieces of metal, the smell of grease 
and oil - sometimes it was as though I 
had entered a raucous cathedral of indus-

try and my brother was a priest, perform
ing rituals, making the old new. The 
practical purposes of all this I could not 
guess, nor did I care to. 

My father and my uncles were distant 
and busy with their own affairs, and as 
long as we children met certain basic 
requirements of discipline and church 
attendance, they left us alone. Ifthey had 
any struggles or passions or thundering 

"My father and my uncles were 
distant and busy with their own 
affairs .... If they had any strug
gles or passions or thundering 
successes or failures, we were 
blissfully ignorant of them." 

Abram S. Friesen, a Steinbach pioneer 
and businessman 

successes or failures, we were blissfully 
ignorant of them. 

Many years later, in winter, 1987, my 
uncle Barney died. He was 77, an unof
fending and mild man long troubled with 
high blood pressure and diabetes. He 
lived his threescore and ten, and moved 
on. 

But when he went, Uncle Barney took 
more than just himself. Though survived 
by two sisters living in the United States, 
he was the last of the brothers in his 
family. His father was K.R. Friesen, who 
ran Friesen Machine Shop for many years 
and was also a minister in the Kleinege
meinde; whose father in turn was AS. 
Friesen, one of the original pioneers of 
Steinbach, the man who owned and 
operated the first windmill. 

About the time of the construction of 
the windmill in 1877, AS. Friesen is said 
to have operated the first steam threshing 
outfit in the district. He and others soon 
began tinkering and adapting the 
machines, improving them, making them 
more efficient. Friesen Machine Shop, 
with AS. and his son Klaas as partners, 
opened for business in 1892. 

And in the jumbled garden of engines, 
threshers, blowers and tractors, small 
Friesen boys, who were later to become 
my father and uncles, grew up. They 
must have been enchanted by the way in 
which their father could take these things 
apart and put them together in new com
binations. Wheels and gears and rods 
conjoined in repetitive movement, and 
the task of taming the earth was made 
easier. If in religion originality was mis
chievous and likely sinful, in the machine 
shop it was permitted and even encour-
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aged, as long as it was applied to a prac
tical purpose. 

In some ways the machine shop must 
have been at the hub of community life. 
Although the Kleinegemeinde resisted 
the encroachments of the "world, " for
bidding their membership to own sleigh 
be lls, or buggies equipped with tops, they 
not only accepted advancements in farm 
rnachinelY, they contributed a few of 
their own. 

All of my uncles were to eventually 
make the ir living with machinery, either 
in the shop or as mechanics or in parts 
departments of garages. There was not 
room for all of them at the shop, nor 
pe rhaps did they all want to stay there. 
The two Bldest moved - one to Winnipeg 
and then to the non-Mennonite commu
J1ity of Beausejour; another to Vancouver. 
Two others broke from the Kleinege
meinde and joined the new . more "pro
gressivB" Evangelical Mennonit e 
Brethren Church. My father, who began 
with watch repair and then started the 
book shop, chose to be the only one to 
disconnect his livelihood from machines. 
Like his father, however, he became a 
Kleinegemeinde minister. 

There was a restlessness in these men, 
some of whom left the town, moved to 
different churches. They were not the 
inventors their forefathers had been, nor 
were they quite as successful in shaping 
the destiny of their community. They 
were the first generation born in Canada; 
they were not pioneers. 

Besides, the community had changed, 
as different denominations appeared, 
some splitting off from the parent church, 
others immigrating. Steinbach was 
driven by expansionist commerce, and 
the Friesen brothers, without grand 
ambitions, were on the periphery of this 
force. The machine shop, unhurried and 
steady like the men who ran it, neither 
grew nor diminished. 

Perhaps the Friesens were between 
times, a generation rooted in pioneer val
ues but lacking the drive to innovate in 
any dramatic way. The twentieth century 
raced ahead with a thousand changes in 
their lifetimes; Steinbach was over
whelmed with radio, television, telecom
munications, the English language. It was 
no longer possible to be inventive in the 
casual way of their father and grand
father, and they were too conservative to 
exploit the economic opportunities pre
sented by the new technologies. 

They left their mark, to be sure, but not 
for all the world to see. 

Last summer I went back, dropping in 
near closing time for a quick visit. My 
cousins, Barney's sons, are getting ready 
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to go home, slipping off their coveralls, 
washing grease from their hands, en
thusing over the prospect of going fishing, 
as their father had so often done. . 

They show me an old drill press our 
grandfather had purchased, and the belt 
and pulley system, still in use. The 
machines seem heavy and solid, and the 
dirt in the floor so deeply engrimed as to 
be permanent. Sunshine streams in 
through an open door; the day of Barney's 
funeral the previous winter seems 
remote, unreal. I cannot visit the family 
home, torn down YBars ago after a fire 
that also destroyed the book store, though 
that was after we had sold it when my 
father had a stroke. The barn, the cotton
wood that towered in the back yard, 
planted perhaps when the settlers first 
arrived - these too are gone, an asphalt 
parking lot in their place. The houses built 
by the uncles are now, but for one, no 
longer in the family. 

I leave the shop and walk back to Uncle 
Barney's garden, which seems shrunken 
compared to what it had been in my 
childhood. I think of Uncle Barney sus
pended in his rosewood casket under the 
dark spruce the way we had left him 
months before. Funeral directors have 
judged it unseemly for the bereaved to 

POET'S 
WORD 

Guangzhou Market 
Caged cats 

mean scrawny-looking 
large-eyed 

They know 
. we are milk-fed 

white devils. 

-- by Agnes Dyck 

witness a coffin going down into the 
ground, or hear the earth striking the lid. 
Of course I know he is safe in the earth, 
having joined the brothers who w en t 
before. 

While they lived they kept hold of an 
old world in which Low German was spo
ken, verenike was eaten, the church was 
dominant and prayer an every-day habit. 
They also lived to see some of their chil
dren break away from all this tradition, 
toward an uncertain, unguided future. 
Some of us are mechanically inclined, 
others are not; some go to church, some 
don't; some married Mennonites, some 
didn't. No one of us became a minister. 
We are still Friesens but the ties offamily 
and community and belief are getting 
weaker. 

So you are all gone now, all the broth
ers of that generation, boys of the Friesen 
clan. You died, by some coincidence or 
wry notion of divine symmetry, in order of 
birth: Klaas (known as Nick), Abe, Peter 
(my father), Henry, Jake and Barney. You 
were moderate, sincere, good m en . I 
speak your names, my uncles, my father, 
each one of you an individual spirit that 
will not be repeated. A world has gone 
withyou.mm 

The Great Wall 
Stupendous feudal grave 
shutting out cold 
darkness, obscurity, winter. 

Sweating, dragging, stretching 
human frames 
unimaginable years ago, 
conscripted to shut out 
night and fear. 

To shelter, 
to enclose a way, 
to divide a cosmos 
from outer darkness. 

The stones a memorial to self, 
the eternal self. 

The self become a stone 
a stony heart sealed in stone. 

--by Agnes Dyck. 



THISWORD 
FROM DOWN EAST 

Odds and Ends 
on a New Year's Eve 

Given the vagaries of magazine pub
lishing, a writer is required to finish his 
materia l well ahead of time. Thus, it is on 
a New Year's Eve that I put together a few 
thoughts for this February edition. For 
now, there are just odds and ends. 

My wife, Marlene, our daughter, Emily 
and I have just returned home to Water
loo after a wonderful nine days in the 
West. Emily lies asleep on the floor, Mar
lene slowly sorts through accumulated 
mail, and I try to catch the odd bit of 
action from the Toronto Maple Leaf game 
which is being broadcast on TV. (Had we 
stayed .in Winnipeg an extra day, we 
would have been treated to the Jets vs. 
Calgary ... such are the pitfalls, I suppose, 
of living in the Golden Horseshoe!) But 
enough rambling. I should attempt, per
haps, to sort through the perceptions and 
half-formed reflections which clutter my 
mind and heart on this quiet December 
31st. 

I begin with a look back on the major 
events in my life during the past twelve 
months. Among them: a richly satisfying 
performance with the Faith and Life Male 
Choir in the Winnipeg Concert Hall. And, 
too, a death-defying theology conference 
in Halifax with students from across Can
ada. (Most of us felt lucky to be alive after 
a stormy flight during which we put faith 
into action and prayed for a safe landing!) 
Then, a few months later, graduation 
from Canadian Mennonite Bible College 
- my fourth bachelor's degree, and, as I 
reflect on the occasion, the one that has 
come to mean the most to me. Next, a 
quiet few weeks on the CMBC campus, 
much of that time spent working on the 
lyrics for the musical which is to help 
celebrate the Mennonite Collegiate 
Institute's centennial year. Then, at 2 
a.m. on May 11th, Marlene's urgent sug
gestion - "Tim I think we'd better go to 

the hospital." I will long remember that 
eerily quiet drive along the deserted 
streets of Winnipeg's west end. And I will 
long remember our feelings of profound 
joy as we held our newborn daughter, 
Emily Marie, at noon of that same day. 
Since that shining moment, we've set up 
housekeeping in Waterloo, embarked on 
fresh sets of responsibilities - piano 
teaching for Marlene, master's degree in 
theology studying for me, parenting for 
both of us! - and have gradually come to 
appreciate the rich heritage of faith and 
culture offered us by the Mennonite com
munity of which we've become a part. 

And here I am, wrestling with blips of 
light on a computer screen, trying to give 
some sense of order to these odds and 
ends. I could focus on personal achieve
ments, or on the miracle of human birth, 
or even on the occasional difficulties of 
adjusting to an environment which still 
isn't fully familiar. But I'd still be left with 
odds and ends. No, the ordering principle 
- and it has become a gently persistent 
imperative - emerges from some of the 
reading I've done this past Christmas. 
(People who know me rest assured in the 
knowledge, at gift-giving-time, that a 
book will more than suffice to "make my 
day.") 

Among the works r encountered this 
season was Martin Luther King, Jr's 
Strength to Love. In a sermon entitled 
"Love in Action, " the late great civil rights 
leader talks of the importance of pursuing 
truth with passion and commitment. He 
speaks of taking the cross from around our 
necks and going beyond merely admiring 
Jesus to following him in daily life: 

Only through the bringing together of 
head and heart - intelligence and good
ness - shall man rise to a fulfillment of his 
true nature. Neither is this to say that one 
must be a philosopher or a possessor of 

by Tim Wiebe 

.extensive academic training before he 
can achieve the good life. The call for 
intelligence is a call for openmindedness, 
sound judgment and love for truth. It is a 
call for me to rise above the stagnation of 
closedmindedness and the paralysis of 
gullibility. One does not need to be a pro
found scholar to be openminded, nor a 
keen academician to engage in assiduous 
pursuit or truth. Light has come into the 
world. A voice crying through the vista of 
time calls m en to walk in the light. Man 's 
earthly life will become a tragic cosmic 
elegy if he fails to heed this call. 

And ther e 's the sense in these odds 
and ends which have crowded to the fore 
as I have written this article ... The search 
for truth. The passion to live in the light of 
the Gospel message. The d esire to 
embody, in all I think and say and do, the 
good news of Christ's incarnation. But 
that's more than an ordering principle 
which I can use to put my year in per
spective. It's a challenge to commit a ll 
that I do in this coming year to God - a 
challenge to embody, in all my activities, 
the meaning of the familiar axiom "There 
but for the grace of God go 1." 

God has a way of taking the fragmen
tary quality of existence and making of it 
something beautiful. I know I won't 
always be up to the task of living the life 
which God would have me lead. But I can 
rest assured in the knowledge that God 
will take those odds and ends which I 
tentatively offer, and transform my oft
inadequate attempts at faithfulness into 
instances of love, charity and hope. And, 
on this restful New Year's Eve , that 
thought is an ordering principle to struc
ture my living, a comforting assurance to 
warm my feeling, and a challe nging 
imperative to energize my serving as I 
enter the New Year which God is about to 
create. mm 
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What's in "WHY": 
A Theological Analysis 
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You prO~ablY found a copy on your 
doorste p in the Fall of 1987. And you 
probably at least leafed through the 150 
pages of glossy photographs and bold
faced graphics. The Why publication, 
which was distributed to tens of thou
sands of Manitoba homes, caused quite a 
theological stir in the keystone province; 
especia lly in terms ofthe tension it helped 
e ngender between the more "liberal" 
and "conservative" church groups. 

So what's in Why? That question in a 
bit. But first, some background on the 
publication. Why is the latest in the 
Opportunity series, which publisher 
George Derksen has been putting out for 
some 11 years. Derksen has been a jour
nalist with the Brandon Sun, Winnipeg 
Tribun e, and Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation. As well, he was the owner of 
the ill-fated Cambridge Publishing 
House, which went into receivership. The 
bankruptcy left Derksen depressed, 
dee ply in debt, and doubtful of his future. 
A kind of spiritual re-commitment led 
him to dedicate his life to creating pub
lications such as Why. With the help of the 
evangelical community - and the open
ing pages of the book list over a hundred 
Pentecostal. Alliance, Baptist, Mennonite 
Brethren and Evangelical Free churches 
who have supported his work - Derksen 
put together this massive publication. The 
question that arises for the serious Chris
tian with regard to Whyhas to do with the 
biblical and theological integrity of the 
magazine's message. It is to this issue that 
we should next turn. 

,' AM I ON TIllS EARTH? 
c:= 
a.. 

by Tim Wiebe a.. 
c:= 

The Disclaimer's Claim 
The statement, contained on the "credit" 
page, seems rather clear: The publishers 
do not set themselves up as theologians or 
as moral judges of society, but they here
with present the all-powerful message of 
the Bible, the inspired Word of God. 
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One must question this statement 
before going on to an analysis of the mag
azine's content. Obviously, if the Bible is 
not a document requiring moral or the
ological interpretation, there would be no 
need for either a publication such as Why 
nor for a review of its message. However, 
it quickly becomes obvious that the pub
lication takes a very specific theological 
stance and a particular approach to bibli
cal interpretation. A quick glance at the 
list of supporting churches and at the 
advisors used by Derksen - among them 
Paster H. H. Barber of Winnipeg's Calvary 
Temple and prominent Mennonite 
Brethren churchman Frank C. Peters -
serves as evidence that the publication 
intends to present its message from a 
particular theological viewpoint. Why 
cannot claim merely to present the Word 
of God; it represents a particular inter
pretation of it. The question for us is 
whether that interpretation is biblically 
viable . A "guided tour" through the mag
azine's content should put us in a better 
position to make that judgment. 

Paging Through: What's in WHY? 
After an introduction in which publisher 
George Derksen explains his reasons for 
creating Why, we enter into the maga
zine's seven-part format. A preamble to 

these sections consists of a series of lovely 
color photographs; each emblazoned with 
an appropriate scripture verse. The pho
tos are to serve as pictorial evidence of the 
existence of the Creator whose character 
will be described in greater detail as the 
magazine unfolds. Then, in the first sec
tion, three universal questions are spelled 
out: Why Am I On This Earth? Why Do 
Things Happen the Way They Do? Where 
Am I Going? The either/or options are set 
out: we can choose the way of God in 
Christ (and heaven), or the way of Satan 
(and hell). 

In Section II, we read of our origin as 
creative thinkers. We have been given a 
"Charter of Rights" - the Ten Com
mandments. However, as the la rge 
graphic on page 39 suggests, WE BLEW 
IT. We became and still are employees of 
"Great Multinational, Sin Incorporated." 
The corporate analogy includes a 
description ofthe wages we receive in this 
company's employ: eternal death. And 
when comes our rescue? Well, God and 
Jesus are depicted as going on a walk in 
the heavenly city. They decide that only a 
pure, sinless sacrifice can permanently 
satisfy God's wrath against our sin. Ani
mal sacrifices are no longer sufficient. 
Jesus volunteers to pay the penalty for 
our sin and to allow human beings access 
to God. He will take upon himself the 



penalty of all sin past, present, and future 
and so pay our cumulative debt of disobe
dience to God. 

In Section III, we encounter the testi
monies of a variety of prominent Chris
tians whose lives have been transformed 
by Christ. Included are Frallklin Graham 
III, Malcolm Muggeridge, Joni Eareckson, 
Wilma and Cliff Derksen, Mother Theresa, 
Jesse Barfield and Dale and Roy Rogers. 
Section IV follows with an invitation to be 
saved by faith and to follow up that expe
rience with Bible reading, prayer, and 
fellowship in a Bible-believing church. 
Our minds, it is claimed, are like comput
ers which need to be appropriately pro
grammed. The Bible is put forth as the 
book whose content can appropriately 
accomplish this task. To make this pro
gramming process more convenient, a 
modern version of the Gospel of Mark is 
included in the section's concluding 
pages. 

Sections V through VII essentially out
line the millenialist view of the end of 
history. A variety of separate scriptures 
are marshalled to help substantiate such 
theorjes as the Rapture, the relationship 
between Israel's return as a nation and 
the end of the world, the rule of the Anti
christ, the victory of God's armies at 
Armageddon, and the 1,000 year reign of 
Christ. Graphic pictures of judgment and 
of hell contrast with the beauty of the 
portrayal of the heavenly city. The pub
lication closes with a call to salvation, and 
a space in which the reader can sign to 
indicate acceptance of Christ as personal 
Saviour and Lord. 

So much for the "guided tour." Now, 
let's analyze where it is we're being 
taken. 

The Pros: 
In fairness, the publishers of Why are to 
be commended for several of the impor
tant issues they raise. Firstly, they 
seriously attempt to address the universal 
questions which confront human beings 
with regard to their existence on earth. 
Further, they point to the Bible as the 
place to begin finding responses to those 
questions. Certainly all Christians would 
agree that the scriptures provide humans 
security and comfort in the face of the 
difficult problems posed them by a trou
bled world. To the extent that the pub
lishers call us back to a reverence for the 
Bible and its message of salvation and 
hope, they are to be commended. 

Secondly, the publishers take seriously 
the power of a personal relationship with 
God and evidence genuine belief in the 
ability of such a relationship to transform 
lives. The testimony section of the maga-

Christian commitments have made 
the Why book all worthwhile 

The explanation of "why" the Why book was necessary is seen in its results, said its 
publisher, George Derksen; in a telephone interview. 

"I am more enthusiastic and more satisfied with it now than when it was first 
finished," he said .. 

He said the Why book is in its third press run, the first two printings accounting for 
170,000 copies. To date around 130,000 copies have been distributed in Manitoba, with 
the balance being distributed by individual Christians or groups throughout Canada 
and to some extent outside this country. 

Mr. Derksen said his objective in publishing the Why book was to get people to think 
about their spiritual life and to make a Christian comrnltment. His vindication for the 
book is found in the long list of exarpples he can cite of people who have made new or 
renewed Christian commitments. 

For example, there is one car dealer who bought copies of Why to give to customers 
purchasing cars and who reports at least 25 conversions arising from the 1,000 copies 
given away to date. 

In an other example, a youth found a copy of Why in the neighbor's trash, took it, 
and made a Christian commitment after reading it. 

There are numerous exarriples of individuals in crisis who found new meaning and 
hope in the Why book's message. At least a half-dozen people with terminal cancer are 
known to have made conversion decisions. A couple heading for divorce acquired their 
copy directly from the Fleet Publications office. After considering its contents, they too 
made a "decision for Christ," Mr. Derksen said. Not only was their marriage repaired, 
but the couple purchased enough Why books for their immediate and extended family, 
with at least six more conversions resulting. 

"That one story," Mr. Derksen said, "made the whole project worthwhile." 
Mr. Derksen said the kind of people responding to the Why book ranges from those 

who have had no contact with Christianity to those who are part of Christian congrega
tions. As an example of how it has reached the "unchurched" he cites the case of the 
man who discovered that his non-church-going neighbors had not only read the Why 
book but had initiated their own study of it and of Christianity. 

Mr. Derksen is convinced a printed message widely distributed can be an effective 
way of propagating the Christian gospel. He said Why has reached those of nominally 
Christian background who never, or rarely, go to church, those who turn off Christian' 
religious programming on radio or TV, as well as those whose ethnic or social 
background is not at all Christian. The Why book has also reached people who insulate 
themselves from other types of witnessing, and Mr. Derksen said he has sent it to 
prominent people and celebrities in both Canada and the U.S. and has often received a 
letter in reply clearly indicating the book was read. 

Mr. Derksen agrees there are critics of the Why project, particularly with the 
eschatology section. Their comments "don't faze me at all," he said, "because their 
criticisms indicate they have read the book and shows me that they are thinking." 

The conversions arising from the Why book can be considered more secure than 
conversions at an evangelistic rally, Mr. Derksen said, because there is evidence to 
show decisions based on the \i'Vhy book were "not emotional responses, but carefully 
considered over time." If anything, the Why book complements evangelistic program
ming, and he cited two communities where the book was used as part of such 
programming and where there is evidence to show the number of Christian conver
sions could be linked to the added effect of the Why book. 

He said responses to the Why book immediately after distribution in Winnipeg 
"were not as fast as we expected," and said it took about six months for the peak to 
build; something he says supports his contention that the book caused people to take a 
much more thoughtful response to their Christian commitment. Even now, however, 
weekly calls to report conversions continue to come to the Fleet Publications office, he 
said. 

As noted earlier, Whyis in its third press run and Mr. Derksen said he doesn't expect 
a major community to receive blanket distribution in the same way Winnipeg did, but 
he expects it will continue to be used by individuals and evangelistic groups at the 
"micro community" level. 
-EdUnrau 
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"iI'I'" points out again and again the extent 
to which God's grace can turn people who 
arc discouraged and cynical into dynamic 
witnc:;sE'slhr Christ. Life for these peopJr; 
b(:)COnH'.~s D n exciting and challenging 
eXperiHI1Ce once it is made new by the 
qracc ofC;od The Christian life is depicted 
as an pxistence which pxudcs confidence 
dmi a sense of security. 'vVe would do well 
as Christians to take more seriously the 
irnportance of opECming ourselves to God's 
transforming power, and of using the 
tools of prayer and bible study to experi
ener; that fresh wality. 

Thirdly and finally, the publishers are 
to he commended for the theological con
sist.ency with which they present their 
InossaqG. The factual integrity of each 
WH·se of scripture is assumed, and an 
illtempt is made to find a scriptural basis 
f()l" c;dch statement made. The view of 
salvation/atonement throughout the book 
is clearly presented, and the reader is left 
with no doubt as to its message. Why 
states its case in such a way as to make a 
strono msponse, either for or against, a 
necessity. Certainly such an imperative 
call to decision is also in keeping with the 
unadorned style with which Jesus issued 
the Gospel challenge. 

The Cons: 
It is in terms of Why's very consistency -
u nd in the content of the consistent mes
sage it presents - that the publication 
s(;~ems to fall short of a genuinely Biblical 
understanding of the Christian faith. A 
critique of its theological approach should 
fall into three categories: the limited 
understanding of the atonement which it 
presGnts; the loose way in which it uses 
scripture; and the extent to which it de
emphasizes ethics and corporate obe
dience. 

Firstly, the publication presents a view 
of the atonement which is less represen
tative of the Bible than it is of Anselm, an 
11th century theologian who developed 
the substitutionary theory which the 
magazine uses so extensively. Simply put, 
Anselm's theory says that God's anger 
against sin required some sort of sacrifice. 
Only a perfect sacrifice would alleviate 
God's wrath. Therefore, Jesus paid the 
debt owed by humans to God, eased 
God's wrath, and allowed humanity 
access to God. The cross event, in 
Anselm's view, has more to do with a 
legal-judicial transaction between God 
and Jesus than with living in a manner 
characterized by love, justice, and com
passion. The focus of the cross-event 
becomes the soothing of God's offended 
holiness rather than the reconciliation of 
humun beings to God and to each other. 
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Salvation remains, as a result, witl)in the 
framework of tribal religion, in which an 
ilngry God must somehow be sati.sfied. In 
a word, the theory is more reflectivG of 
mGdieval religion, with its emphasis on 
sacrament and penance, than of biblical 
religion, with its emphasis on ethical 
righteousness and social responsibility. 

The publication's misappropriation of 
scripture is especially evident in the 
"proof-wxting" which is used. On several 
pages, scripture verses are simply listed 
as evidence to prove a particular point. In 
other words, scripture is viewed as a 
series of facts - each independent of the 
other - rather than as a narrative with 
specific themes. Context doesn't seem to 
matter. Thus, for example, the condem
nation in Romans 1:26-27 of the sexual 
looseness of the Gentiles in Paul's time is 
used as an example of the Bible's view of 
the values which will exist in the end 
times. And, with regard to the end times, 
the contents of such apocalyptic works as 
Ezekiel, Daniel and Revelation are 
accepted verbatim, with little regard for 
the characteristics of a literary style 
which began some 200 years before the 
birth of Jesus. This is not to say that the 
verses quoted don't contain truth; it is 
simply to suggest that when the verses 
are uprooted from their biblical context, 
we lose sight of the larger thematic uni
ties of which they are a part. As a result, 
we become vulnerable to the danger of 
using individual verses at random to sub
stantiate whatever personal agenda we 
might have. 

A final flaw in Why's contents has to do 
with its lack of a clear Christian ethic. 
Little is said about what it means to live as 
a Christian in a world in which the poor 
are oppressed, materialism is idolized, 
and militarism is seen as the way to peace 
and security. This lack of ethical stress is 
perhaps in part a result of an emphasis on 
atonement which places our change of 
eternal status in the position of promi
nence. As a result, ethics become 
optional. Indeed, as John Driver notes in 
his book Understanding the Atonement 
far the Mission afthe Church, justification 
(being saved) and sanctification (living the 
Christian life) have become separated. As 
a result," ... there is the doctrinal pos
sibility of being justified without being 
righteous and of being saved without 
being sanctified, positions which are 
unacceptable from the perspective of the 
New Testament" (p.53). With an empha
sis on the universal satisfaction achieved 
by Christ's death, " ... teaching about dis
cipleship falls into the category of Chris
tian living and is treated as useful but not 
indispensable. Preaching about the work 

of Christ alone is seen as the essential 
gospel and is indispensabJe for salvation 
as it is understood in satisfactionist terms. 
However, in the perspGctive of the Npw 
Testament, as radical evangelicals see it, 
the work of Christ is clearly understood to 
affect discipleship in the context of thp 
community of the new covenant" (p fiG). 

In a word, then, the Why publication 
tends to put t"l,rth the cross as a means to 
getting into heaven, rather than to pre-· 
sent it as a way of life to be chosen, tf)J ... 
lowed, and persevered with. Christianity 
thus comes to involve more our salvation 
from hell than a freeing of the individunJ 
to responsible living in Christian commu-
nity. The goal of the Christian becomos 
getting to heaven, rather than helpinq 
transform the evil structures of this world 
into the kingdom of our God and of His 
Christ. 

What to Do with WHY? 
The publication is still useful as a chal
lenge to Christians to accept Christ as 
example, and to accept the power of 
God's grace in attempting to follow Jesus. 
In following Jesus, we must indeed chal
lenge "Sin Inc." and the corporate nature 
of sin in our institutions. We must use the 
Bible's narrative of faith as our guide in 
calling our society to become more just. 
We must appropriate the Bible's broad 
themes - creation, fall, redemption, con
summation - in dealing with the evil we 
find within ourselves and around us. And 
we must pray fervently, as members of 
biblically-based Christian communities, 
for the strength to carry out our gospel 
witness. If we can thus broaden the 
understanding the Why publication pres
ents as to the meaning of sin, salvation, 
and community, we can accept it as a 
timely challenge to us to become more 
faithful disciples of Christ in our troubled 
world. mm 

COMING EVENTS 

February 16 and 17: Prairie 
Performances. Choral music with the 
University Singers. Henry Engbrecht 
conductor. Muriel Richardson 
Auditorium. 8 p.m. 

March 
Soloists: 
Regehr. 
America. 
8 p.m. 

19: Winnipeg Singers. 
Irmgard Baerg and Jennie 

Two piano music from 
Jubilee Place Auditorium. 



A number of Manitobans have 
begun short-term service with MCC, 
working with Selfilelp Crafts. Justina 
Hamm, Winkler, Mary Peters, Winkler, 
Art and Mary Reimer, Steinbach, Neil 
and Susan Wiebe, Steinbach, have 
begun four-month terms of service 
with Self Help Crafts in Akron, Pen
nsylvania. Anne and Ben Reimer of 
Rosenort have begun two and one-half 
month terms as returns clerk and 
pricer in Akron. Anna and Cornelius 
Penner, Carlowrie, have begun six
month terms with MCC headquarters 
dining hall and as pricer with SelfHelp 
Crafts in Akron. John and Margaret 
Janzen, Arnaud have begun five-month 
terms as trucker and warehouse work
er with Material Aid and SelfHelp 
Crafts in Ephrata and Akron. 

David and Linda Klassen, 
Winnipeg (formerly Brandon and St. 
Catharines, Ontario) have returned 
from a three-year term of service in 
MCC Bangladesh. They are now in 
Saskatoon, where David is the new 
director of SelfHelp Crafts in Saskat
chewan. 

Mennonite Conciliation Ser
vice, a program of MCC U.S. Peace 
Section, will sponsor two training 
institutes in 1989 at Akron, Pennsyl
vania, March 29-31: Interpersonal 
Mediation Skills, and Conflict manage
ment and skills, cost $225; June 26-30: 
A repeat of the above, plus two days 
on Group Conflict Intervention, cost 
$375. Institute trainers: John Paul 
Lederach, MCS director, recently 
returned from Central America, where 
he was involved in mediation training 
and experiences. Alice M. Price: 
MCS associate director, with several 
years practice as mediator and attor
ney in Colorado. Some tuition schol
arships are available. Contact: MCS, 
Box M, Akron, P A, 17501, or call 
(717) 859-1151. 

Travis Reimer, formerly pastor 
of Winnipeg's Westwood Community 
Church, is MCC's first director of its 
Canadian Mental Health Concerns 
program. His role is to assist local 
congregations in a caring and suppor
tive ministry to people with mental 
health needs and their families. 
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Wini~?n~ T. Snyder, MCC 
executive secretary 1958-81, as a foun
din& member of International Volun
tary Service (IVS), was recently named 
chair emeritus. IVS, a forerunner of 
the Peace Corps, is interested in help
ing rural people around the world. It 
allows those not wanting to be affil
iated with a church organization an 
opportunity to serve abroad. It now 
has about 25 workers in 13 countries. 

Wally Derksen, Blumenort area 
poultry producer, is winner of the 
$6,000 Nuffield Scholarship. At the 
end of February he leaves his farm in 
the capable hands of his wife Ruth, to 
begin four months of stl!dying farm 
practices in England. Applicants are 
selected for their ability to acquire 
understanding and then share it with 
their home agricultural community. 
Doerksen's study will concentrate on 
the viability of the small family farm. 
Doerksen is the only candidate chosen 
from Canada this year, although three 
are allowed, and he will join others 
from Australia, New Zealand and 
Africa. Most of his time will be 
spent in different parts of England, 
with side trips planned to France, 
Holland, and Germany. 

Landmark: a 12-suite senior 
citizen's apartment should be ready for 
occupancy next summer. Four suites 
will be subsidized for low-income 
housing. The project is sponsored by 
the Prairie Rose Evangelical Men
nonite Church which raised the funds 
to purchase the three-acre site. It has 
received a provincial government loan 
of $544,000 under the Seniors Rental 
Start Program. Approximately $68,000 
of this is forgivable. Tenants will 
have to buy life leases for about 
$15,000 each. 

Manitoba Chamber Orchestra 
will hold a fund-raising sale of used 
records and tapes at its "1989 Music 
Mart" at Eaton Place, February 16 to 
20th. Donations of used tapes and 
records are welcome, and can be 
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From the 10 entries to the December puzzle, 
Ernie Hiebert of Carman, was selected winner. 

Answers to December are clear, flier, leash, 
trace, bleat, and cheer. 

The letters are to be re-arranged and writ
ten in the squares to form words. Letters 
which fall into the squares with circles are to 
be arranged. to complete the answer at the 
bottom of the puzzle; the dra wing to the right 
provides a clue. 

A winner will be drawn from among the 
contest entries and the prize awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror office by 
March 16, 1989. 

Name 

Address 

City/Town 

Postal Code 

Send Entries to : 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
207-1317 A Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G OV3 
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A year-long 
look in 
the Mirror? 
Your Gift Subscriptions 
may be included on a 
separate sheet. 

Subscribe this week and you 
will receive the Mirror each 
month and see more of the 
magaz i ne that tries to take a 
comprehensive look at what 
Mennonites in Manitoba are 
doing. 

The Mirror is published 10 
times each year from Sep
tember to June. 

The cu rrent annual sub
scription (10 issues) is 
$12 for one year 
$22 for two years 

Send your cheque or money 
order, together wi th the 
coupon below to: 

Mennonite Mirror 
207 -1317 A Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3GOV3 

name 

address 

address 

city/town 

postal code 
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dropped off at the MCO office 202- Norm Voth began his service 
1317A Portage Avenue, or can be as pastor of Sterling Mennonite Fel-
picked up if you call 783-7377. lowship, Winnipeg, in October. 

Heidi Geddert, Winnipeg sopra
no has been in demand across Ontario 
and Western Canada. Last October 
she sang in Mozart's "Exultate Jub
ilate" with the Winnipeg Philharmonic 
Choir. She also sang in Toronto, with 
the BBC Scottish Orchestra, the Toro
nto Mendelsohn Choir, the Vancouver 
Symphony, and the Edmonton Sym
phony. In January she sang the role 
of Micaela in the opera "Carmen" with 
the Edmonton Opera. February she 
will perform in Beethoven's Ninth 
Symphony with the Vancouver Sym
phony. March will find her back 
home in Winnipeg, singing in "St. 
John's Passion" with the Mennonite 
Oratorio Choirs, and then to Kit
chenerlWaterloo to sing in Bach's B 
Minor Mass with the KitchenerlWater-
100 Philharmonic. In April Heidi 
performs the role of Frasquita in 
"Carmen," with the Manitoba Opera 
Association, and again Beethoven's 
Ninth, with the Hamilton Symphony. 
June will fmd her back in Winnipeg in 
a CBC recital. 

Bruce Duggan, executive direc
tor of Winnipeg Film Group, is 
writer/director of a new film Mike, 
premiered at the Artspace in J anum·y. 
Bruce previously worked at the Child
ren's Home of Winnipeg, and is cur
rently studying for his Masters in 
Social Administration. 

Randolph Peters composed and 
performed the musical score of the 
film Miss Manitoba premiered Feb
ruary 9. It is one of CBWT's series 
"Family Picture Viewing." 

Ferdinand Funk is assistant 
pastor of North Kildonan Church, 
Winnipeg as of November 6, 1988. 

Herman Dueck is assistant 
pastor of Springfield Heights Church, 
Winnipeg, as of August 1, 1988. He 
was ordained October 23rd. 

Bill Block, Conference of Men
nonites (COM) board member; Helen 
Kornelsen, retired COM worker, John 
Sommer, COM secretary for Asia, and 
Muriel T. Stackley, editor of The 
Mennonite, are travelling in India 
January 3 to 30th, 1989. They will 
participate in the celebration of the 
Jansen Memorial Higher Secondary 
School in Jagdeeshpur, and also meet 
with school, church and hospital lead
ers. 

Kathi and Rod Suderman, 
Charleswood Mennonite Church, Win
nipeg, recently completed three-year 
Overseas Mission Volunteer terms in 
Taiwan with the Conference of Men
nonites. 

Rhinehart Friesen, whose work 
has appeared on the pages of this 
magazine, earned an honorable men
tion from the Manitoba Historial Soc
iety for his book, Mennonite Odyssey. 

Cindy Rempel of 
Avenue MB Church spent 
training for service with 
Teams International in India 
Philippines. 

Portage 
the fall 
Venture 
and the 

Herb and Linda Wiebe of 
Portage Avenue MB Church, with sons 
Herbie and Matthew, are now serving 
in Bogota, Colombia, through friend
ship evangelism, home Bible studies 
and discipling ministries under MB 
Missions/Services. 

Byron Burkholder of Portage 
Avenue MB Church is completing 
French language studies in Belgium 
before returning to Zaire under MB 
Missions/Services. His assignment is 
to nurture and disciple students in co
operation with the MB church in 
Zaire. 

A.C. Lobe, director of MCC 
Canada's Overseas Department, has 
resigned as of August, 1989. Bert has' 
served in a number of capacities thr
ough MCC for over 15 years, begin
ning in India over 20 years ago. One 
recent involvement was his direction of 
the China Education Exchange prog
ram. The Lobe family will be moving 
to Ontario where Bert will take up 
the principalship of Rockway Men
nonite School in Kitchener. 

Trudy (Schroeder) Dyck, grad
uate of University of Winnipeg, has 
been appointed cultural consultant for 
the City of Ottawa. As a student and 
teacher of voice, she performs freq
uently, and has been an adjudicator of 
music festivals. Her present position 
is as a liaison person between cultural 
groups and the City of Ottawa. She 
previously held a similar position in 
Gloucester (suburb of Ottawa). She 
is the daughter of William and Aug
usta Schroeder of Winnipeg. 



Disasters have emptied MCC 
Contingency Funds and Material Aid 
Warehouses. Of five major natural 
disasters in 1988 four occurred in 
countries where MCC has workers. 

. MCC was able to respond to each of 
these, often through local organ
izations, and plans ongoing commit
ments to people whose families, pos
sessions, homes and livelihoods were 
destroyed. It has sent material aid 
and also purchased goods locally. 
When the full MCC warehouses emp
tied, more blankets and food supplies 
were purchased. MCC has made 
longer-term commitments, praying that 
people continue to give generously so 
that disasters can be responded to. 
Last August: Sudan was hit by record 
floods, making 1.5 million squatters, 
refugees from war, homeless again. 
Early September: Bangladesh floods 
covered 2/3 of the country. 1,000 
people killed, millions forced from 
their homes. Mid-September: Hur
ricane Gilbert blew through Jamaica 
and Honduras. October: Hurricane 
Joan hit Nicaragua. October: Ty
phoon U sang hit the Philippines. 
November: Bangladesh hit again with 
a cyclone. December: earthquake in 
Armenia. MCC responded with pur
chasing and sending $40,000 (U.S.) 
worth of blankets plus medical sup
plies. MCC was able to respond to 
all these emergencies in sending food, 
soap, seeds, clothing, blankets, med
icine, building materials, funds, and in 
several cases, MDS sent work teams 
to help in reconstruction of homes, 
churches, and schools. Armenia may 
yet require the use of some Russian
speaking construction workers. 

Excerpts from MCC East
West Newsletter No.4: 1) Nikolai 
Vins, the last prisoner from the Pen
tecostal Church in Chuguyevka (Soviet 
Far East) was released on 22 October 
and together with two other recently 
released prisoners arrived in West 
Germany on November 7. That com
pletes the efforts of this group, some
times known as the "Siberian Seventy" 
to emigrate to West Germany. This 
group includes a number of families 
with Mennonite relatives. 2) Gerhard 
Loewen of Leninpol, Kirgizia, was 
released from compulsory labour in 
early November, having served about 
half of his three year sentence. 3) 
The draft of a proposed new Soviet 
law on elections sates: "Any member 
of a social organization, foundation or 
other association of citizens of the 
USSR, including religious activists, may 
be nominated as a candidate for 
Peoples Deputy of the USSR" 4) 

The year for Bibles to the Soviet 
Union: Thousands of Bibles have ben 
shipped to various parts of U.S.S.R, 
but not enough to meet the high 
demand for them and religious liter
ature. Soviet regulations on imports 
and customs regulations regarding 
religious items have been considerably 
relaxed. This opportunity should be 
used by North Americans to mail and 
take in Holy Scriptures to private 
addresses. 5) Another rapid change 
is the opportunities for volunteerism. 
Ministry through social service has 
been expressed by Baptist and 
Orthodox. The Baptists are providing 
50 volunteers to work in a psychiatric 
hospital, and the Orthodox also have 
a group of volunteers working in a 
hospital. The above are several en
couraging signs of significant changes 
taking place in the U.S.S.R. Walter 
Sawatsky, MCC Coordinator of 
U.S.S.R Ministries, writes "I had a 
repeated sense of being present at the 
creation of something new." 

Karen R. Klassen completed 
six months of touring with Continental 
Ministries from June to the end of 
November, 1988. The first three 
months were spent as assistant con
certmaster with the orchestra and nine 
singers. They toured in the United 
States, Korea, Hong Kong and Hawaii. 
The last three months she was also a 
keyboardist in the instrumental ensem
ble that accompanied a choir of 24 
singers to Korea in Olympic Outreach. 
The tour group also joined with Cam
pus Crusade in showing the "Jesus" 
mm in Thailand cities and jungle 
villages in September. They returned 
to the United States and continued 
touring. Continental Ministries is a 
California-based, non-denominational, 
non-profit evangelical group that in 
the last 21 years has sent Tour 
Groups to every country but Ant
arctica. February 28 a Continental 
Singers group will be in Elmwood MB 
church. 

Christopher Funk won the 
1988 silver medal and a scholarship 
from the Royal Conservatory of Music 
for the highest mark in Grade Two 
violin with a score of 92. He is part 
of the Suzuki program at the Univ
ersity of Manitoba with teacher Lydie 
Krivosik. Chris is the son of Harold 
and Alice Funk of Winnipeg. 

Peter Hamm, Mennonite 
Brethren Missions/Services secretary 
for Africa, Asia and Europe for nine 
years, has resigned as of May 31, 
1989. His dedication to missions 
continues, as his future involvements 
will be through Mennonite Board of 
Missions. 

·E1\NST 
'ttffNSC" 
CONSTRUCTION Il'D 

• Project Managers 

• Engineers 

• General Contractors 

PHONE (204) 233-7881 
1333 DUGALD ROAD 
TERRACON PLACE· 
WINNIPEG. CANADA 
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Enlarge 
/ilmily 

Join MeC's Global Family program 

MCC is looking for 400 new 
sponsors ready to enlarge their 
families by joining the Global Family 
program. Through this sponsorship 
and education program (formerly 
Child Sponsorship program), 
participants make a commitment to 
specific communities, families or 
individuals. In return they will learn 
about the people they are 
supporting and their way of life. The 
sponsor fee may help a young 
person in India go to trade school, 
support a community school in 
Brazil, or help provide nutritious 
food for children in Bolivia. 

The program now benefits about 
1,800 people in nine countries. The 
goal is to increase and broaden 
sponsorships in 1989 so more 
people can receive assistance and 
more North Americans can learn 
about the world around them. 

Canadian Global Family participants 
pay $20 monthly or $240 annually. 
U.S. participants pay $15 monthly or 
$180 annually . 

• Write to: 

.. ~.G..~.Q.~.4.~ .. fAMIL y 
Mennonite Central 
Committee and MCC U.S. 
21 South 12th Street 
Dept. G, Box M 
Akron , PA 17501 
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OBSERVED 
AWNG 
THEWAY 

Of fleeting time, 
Grandchildren, and 
Mysterious Callers 

W hat is time? The clock tells me that it 
moves in precise, measured ways. Life 
teachos me d ifferently. Sometimes t ime 
seems to move intolerably slowly; then it 
jumps forward in rapid motion and we are 
moved to ask where it has actually gone. I 
am ne ver quite s u re at such times 
whether t ime actually moved in that way 
or whethe r one's perception changed. Of 
course the wise scientist, and those who 
watch clocks constantly, w ill dismiss any 
possibility that time can change speed. 
But the n, what do clock watch ers know? 
We who live by the spirit know that even 
time moves in mysterious ways. 

Th ese profound questions a r e 
prompted at the t ime of wri ting (near the 
e nd of J anuary) by the rapid disap
pearance th is year of the month of Janu
ary. Did you experience the same thing? 
It really does seElm like only yesterday 
that we had our childre n and grand
ch ildren home for Christmas, and that we 
spent a quiet but very e njoyable New 
Year's eve with a few close fr iends. Actu
ally I was certain that this January would 
never seem to pass, because we wou ld 
always be comparing it with last year's 
J anuary which we spent in Hawaii. This 
year there was no escape from it. We 
would have to toug h it out in Manitoba . 
But now, it is gone, and I am not quite 
sure how it managed to do tha t . Perhaps a 
week in bed , with a serious case of the flu, 
helped. Pe rhaps the deep, white snow 
cover outside oblitera ted a ll fee lings of 
time. In any case, by now the secret is out. 
J anuary isgone. Let us be glad and rejoice 
greatly. 

Though time has moved qu ickly, and 
there have been some illnesses, the ti me 

by Roy Vogt 

since Christmas is fi lled with many happy 
memories. Let me take you back briefly to 
a party around Christmas involving the 
English class for new immigrants wh ich 
m y wife is teaching . What a moving 
experience it is to share fee lings of 
Christmas wit h highly talented adults 
from such diverse places as Viet Nam, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Nicaragua, and 
Ecuador. They h ave many sad stories to 
tell - and they do - but this evening they 
want to celebrate a nd they do it with 
g reat enthusiasm. After a delicious mea l, 
with food from all of their countries, they 
enterta in us with a wide variety of stories 
and music, and some warm, spontaneous 
dancing. The highlight of the evening ·is a 
very simple rend ition of Si lent Night by a 
Vietnamese doctor w ho is curre n tly 
w orking as an orderly in a Winnipeg hos
pital but who hopes that after completing 
this course he will be able to begin the 
series of qualifying exams which w ill per
mit him to practice medicine in this coun
try. Like everyone else in the room he w ill 
a lmost surely make a unique contribution 
to our country. 

At a similar kind of evening around this 
same time a Polish graduate oflast year's 
class tells us of a n hilarious experience 
which he has just had, and which con
firms his impression that Canada is a very 
m ysterious country. This new Canadian 
h as been accepted into the Winn ipeg 
police force, and his job is to be on a foot 
patrol in the Ma in Street area. Not a very 
promising introduction to our country. 
However, his job is not so much to stop 
crime as to prevent it. His daily assign
ment is to visit with the clients in the Ma in 
Street hotels, to get to know them so that 
if trouble develops he will have some idea 
of what is going on. Just rece ntly he 
joined a few bikers in one of these hotels 
and joined them in pleasant conversation. 
Suddenly one of them turned to him in 
anger, accusing him of harassment. "Oh 
no," our Polish police friend replied, " I am 

not checking up on you or harassing you 
in any way. I just want to sit and ta lk w ith 
you a bit." The angry biker didn't buy this . 
To our friend 's astonishment he reached 
into an inside pocket of his leather jacket , 
but instead of pulling out a weapon hE! 
came out with a cordless, cellular phone . 
"We'll see about this" he said to our 
friend. " I am calling my lawyer and hf) 
w ill ta lk to you direct ly about yo ur 
harassme nt." Sure enough, within a few 
seconds the biker's private lawyer was on 
the phone, demanding to know from the 
policeman why he was harassing hi s 
client. This is a rich country, our friund 
concluded. Even scruffy looking bikers in 
a North Main Hotel carry cellular phones 
and have private lawyers . 

I w ill also never forget the morning our 
oldest grandson - now a lmost four -
comes upstairs from his basement room 
to wish me a happy birthday. "Yes. " I say, 
after thanking him, "your Opa is getting 
older, Jamie." To livhich he replies very 
sincerely, "And when you are rea lly old 
you die." Maybe he sees just a slight 
shadow cross my face, because h e imme
diately adds with a great smile , "And · 
whe n you die you go to heaven. " He is 
obviously being given a good theology. 

Good theology or not, we discover tha t 
our grandsons are fi lled with the common 
store of human m ischief. Our youngest 
daughter has given our oldest grandson 
a huge wooden dinosaur, which we as
sume will entertain him quietly on the 
rug for hours. She has given the othe r 
grandson a small wooden airplane . Since 
dinosaurs and airplanes have nothing in 
common we picture them playing quietly 
by themselves, the one moving his dino~, 
saur along the ground while the other 
flies his plane in the air. However, we 
have again discounted the incred ibl f) 
imagination of a young child. It takes less 
than ten seconds for the older grandson to 
tra nsform h is big dinosaur into a 747 a ir
craft, with wh ich he proceeds to dive
bomb the small plan e given to his 
younger brother. Bl itzkrieg breaks out; 
the Battle of Britain is re·,"enacted before 
our eyes, and we have no bunkers to 
escape to . Later we console ourse lves 
with the knowledge that a lack of imag
ination would be even more terrifying . 

That same evening , when we sud
denly turn on the Christmas tree lights in 
the living room and those same warring 
grandsons stand silently before the tree in 
complete a we, we a lso know that such 
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imag ination is capable of appreciating 
beouty. We sleep peacefully, and after 
awhile so do t hey. 

S tudents and teachers return to univer
sity in Jo nuary, not necessari ly with 
renewed e nthusiasm after a mon th 's 
brea k but in t he quiet knowledge that it is 
simply true that in the coldest month of 
the yea r one of the best th ings one can do 
is study. A young fema le student comes to 
my office on t he first day of classes w ith a 
request w hi ch almost causes me acute 
embarrossment. She asks whether she 
can hove extra ti me to w rite her tests 
from now on. The general rule is that all 
tests ore 50 minutes long, and all students 
have the sa m e t ime limit. By now I am 
getting a littl e impatient w ith the numer
ous req uest s for va rious types of exemp
tions that students make. Som e sleep in 
and wa nt to w r ite another day. Others 
miss a class, because they were catch ing 
up on other work, and now wa nt you to 
tell th em private ly w hat they missed . 
Eventuall y such fa lse li ta nies of woe make 
one 0 little weary. So when this young 
woman in m y office asks for more t ime to 
w r ite her tests I am inclined to reject her 
request immediately. W hy shou ld one 
make an exception of her? But before [ 
repl y in this way the quest i~n fort una tely 

Thinking of 
Buying or Selling? 
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Don Riediger 
Delbro Grosvenor Square 
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occurs to m e: w hy indeed does she have 
such a w ish? Someth ing te lls m e that I 
better ask her th is simple question before 
I pass j udgment. Later I breathe a sigh of 
re lief, because when I ask w hy she needs 
more ti m e she shyly ro lls up the right 
sleeve of her sweater w hich provides the 
sad proof of what she proceeds to tell m e: 
she has been in a serious car accident and 
has lost her r igh t hand . It w ill take her 
some t ime to lea rn to w rite well, and 
quick ly, w ith her left hand. "Request 
granted ", I w hi sper qui e tly . I f ee l 
ashamed, though she m ay never guess 
how close to the surface my impatience 
lay and how insensitive my reply m ight 
have been. Maybe we do occasionally 
have guardian angels w hich protect us 
from our worse selves. 

A nother experi ence in m y office is 
more am using. On e day I notice two 
young m en, a bout 30 years of age and 
neatly dressed, pacing up and down out
side my office . Their hair is cut too short 
and they wa lk too stiffly to be students, so 
I wonder id ly w hat they ar e up to as I 
read. Finally one knocks on the open door 
and asks politely w hether they can ask m e 
a few questions. "Sure", I reply, "what is 
it?" "Well," the leader says, "we wonder 
if you know w here Eric --, w ho we 
believe was one of your students, might 
be staying?" 1 am intrigued by the name 
they have m entioned. T his was a man, 
also about 30 years of age, w ho came to 
m e two years ago and asked permission to 
take a reading course in the Soviet econ
omy (we occasionally permit students to 
work on a course on their own, through 
readings and essays, w hen t he course 
isn 't otherwise being taught). I asked him 
w hy he wanted this particular course, and 
he replied that he was on leave from the 
CIA in the U.S. for a yea r in order to spend 
a year w ith his family in W innipeg. 

The CIA (the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency) had encouraged him to learn 
more about the Soviet economy during 
his stay in W innipeg so that he could do 
research for them w hen he returned to 
work. Since he seem ed genuinely inter
ested in the course, and we don't discrim
inate against students on the basis of their 
jobs, he w as permitted to enroll in th is 
course. Later I often had reason to wonder 
w hether he was j ust a blow-hard (he 
talked an awful lot - but was otherwise 
quite capable) or w hether he rea lly had 
worked for the CIA and sti ll had contacts 
with them. I rem ember that one day I j ust 
casuall y mentioned to him that it was 
unfortunate that it would take us severa l 
months to obtain a copy of the new Soviet 
Five-Year Pla n, w hich had just been 

released in Moscow and w hich I wanted 
to examine. The next day he wa lked in to 
my office w ith the w hole plan, and sa id 
proud ly that he had obta ined it th roug h 
special contacts. 

Well, Eric - - did some reading and 
w riting, and then moved on - w h er e I d id 
not know. Now, on this January morning 
w hen these two well-dr essed m en ask 
m e w here he is my ears immediately perk 
up. Why do they want to know? I ask them 
this, and they tell m e that they work for 
the CIA and it is important that they 
locate him. This is interesting, but I have 
never enjoyed intrigue and in any case I 
have no information to give them. I sug
gest that they go to our m ain office w her e 
they might find his forwarding address. 
" In w hich building is your main office, 
sir?", they ask very formally. I tell them 
the name and then they ask, " Does that 
building have a number, sir?" "I am sure 
that it does," I reply, " but I don't know 
what it is." " Thank you very much, sir" 
they reply , and leave as stiffly as they 
entered. I don't know how much more 
information they got, and how freely Eric 
-- is breathing today. I am amused, 
how~ver, that w hen I join my colleagues 
later for coffee their first question is: 
" What were those Mormons doing in your 
office?" Maybe the CIA trains its employ
ees to look like Mormons. 

Another v isitor, this time from the New 
York area, leaves us w ith a little joke that 
summarizes so well, the impersonal kind 
of life that such a big city imposes on 
many people. The question is, how does a 
sing le woman living in a New York apart
m ent get rid of the .cockroaches? The 
answer: she asks them for a commitment. 

On a happier note, we look forward to 
some exciting musical events in W in
nipeg, particu lar ly the performances of 
Edith W iens. 

We also are travelling to Grand Forks 
for a weekend in February to celebrate 
mid li fe w ith a group of like-minded peo
ple. Grand Forks is not Hawa ii, but among 
good friends, and around an indoor pool, 
even better illusions of happiness than 
Hawaii can be created. mm 



ELIJAH: 
Rich, Powerful, Compelling . • • 

For tl10se fortunate enough to have 
attended one of the two performances of 
MendfJIssohn's oratorio Eljjah (or Elias in 
German, in which the oratorio was sung) 
the memory will be a long-lasting one. 
Seldom do we experience so profound a 
work so consummately performed. By 
now the bi-annual Church Music Semi
nars carried on by the two Mennonite 
colleges in Winnipeg have proven that 
thol"Ough and reverend preparation of 
major works leads both to a fuller under
standing of their religious and human 
significance and to a more perfect artistic 
achievement in the performance which 
crowns these events. 

For the Elijah there was a happy com
ing together of local musical resources 
with outstanding musicians from else
where . Dr. Helmuth Rilling, the well
known Bach conductor from Stuttgart, 
Germany, shared his experience and tal
ent with the seminar and finally with two 
capacity audiences in the Centennial 
Concert Hall, conducting the lengthy 
work from memory and with passionate 
attention to detail. He had with great suc
cess conveyed his dramatic, somewhat 
romantic interpretation of the Men
delssohn music to both the choirs and 
orchestra, exploiting the dynamic ranges 
of both, letting the rafters ring with the 
full volume of 300 voices at one moment 
only to bring the sound to a stunning 
silence at several others. 

The oratorio, as Rilling pointed out to 
the seminar, is about drought and the 
need for rain, a powerful natural image 
with a religious imagery (Come everyone 
that thirsteth ... ) that follows convincingly. 
It is also about a very powerful but very 
human prophet, Elijah, whose spirit rises 
and falls in human strength and weakness 
but whose faith survives. Peter Lika was 
an magnificent Elijah, monumental and 
earthy, capable of sneering at his adver
saries and mocking them, roaring at one 
moment and then singing the aria "For 
the mountains shall depart .. . " with sur
prising softness. 

The series of dramatic scenes that 
constitute this oratorio require contrasts 
which were given with both strength and 
subtlety, by the choirs and orchestra, but 
especially by the soloists. Edith Wiens 
brought her consummate artistry to the 

figure of the w idow whose child is 
revived, every word felt to its core and 
carefully given to the audience. Catherine 
Robbin sang the alto parts with conviction 
and dramatic power, and in the inimitable 
"0 rest in the Lord" was sweet and 
strong, a definitive rendition for this 
reviewer. In other passages her voice took 
on a dark and threatening note, as Rill-

reviewed by Victor Doerksen 

LIEDER RECITAL: 
EDITH WIENS, 
AND IRMGARD BAERG 
Jubilee Place was not completely filled 
for the Sunday, January 29 recital by 
soprano Edith Wiens but those fortunate 
enough to be in the audience heard this 
world-class artist in splendid voice and at 
the top of her form. The program included 
seven Schubert songs, four by Brahms 
and three of Richard Strauss. "Three 
Songs without Words" were played by 
Irmgard Baerg, who accompanied Edith 
Wien$. Schubert's "Der Hirt auf dem Fel
sen" was performed with the assistance 
of Connie Gitlin, clarinetist. In addition, 
Ms Wiens sang three hymns and invited 
the audience to join her in the round sing
ing of "Dona Nobis Pacem." 

Edith Wiens has a brilliant and almost 
regal presence, but this did not hinder her 
in involving the audience completely in 
her singing. In several parts of the pro
gram she took us into the dark night of the 
soul (Nacht und Traume, Schwesterlein, 
Mein Herz ist stumm), but more often she 
played upon the themes oflove in its vari
ations, acting out with great effect the 
mother-daughter relationship in the 
dialect piece "Och Moder." Her great 
expressive range was evident in the 
beautiful "Hirt auf dem Felsen" and in the 
Strauss songs. 

[rmgard Baerg played the Mendels
sohn with feeling and charm, as she did 
the Schubert, with Connie Gitlin playing 
the echoing sounds of the shepherd's 
calling. Indeed, Mendelssohn had a fes
tival in all but name in Winnipeg that 
week, with a service of Mendelssohn can
tatas and hymns in the Elmwood Church 
as well as the crowning event of the 
Elijah. Those who participated in some or 
all of these events may have become 
somewhat overwhelmed by it all, but the 
Lieder recital was a beautifully suitable 
conclusion. It was a rich experience for 
which thanks are due to the organizers. 

Edith Wiens told this reviewer that for 
her singing the words were of supreme 
importance, something that became very 
clear throughout the performances of the 
Elijah as well as in the Lieder recital. In 
both cases the audience hung on her 
every word and every word was delivered 
with great conviction. This also made the 
singing ofthree hymns from the hymnal a 
direct and personal communication to an 
audience whom Edith Wiens never forgot. 
Neither will that audience forget her. mm 
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ing's dramatic rendition of the piece 
reached a lmost operatic proportions at 
t imes. Less operatic but lyrical was the 
tenor voice of Glyn Evans, an effective 
counte rba lance to the robust Peter Lika . 

Maestro Rilling knows and used the 
power of s ilence to advantage in such an 
ove r whe lming ava lanch e of so und. 
Pa uses, s ile n ces (waiting for the answer of 
Baal), the soft beginnings of the rain, a ll of 
these unde rl ined the drama and, finally 
the message. The divine announcement 
by trumpets is sung by the soprano: that 
there must come a reconcil iation between 
fathers and sons, between the genera
tions before the coming Day of the Lord. 

Wbat is it that remains of such a mem
orable event? Surely the glorious sound of 
the vast choir, the full orchestra, the vari
ous so los , duets, quartets, the angel 
choirs, the story of miracles, of the need of 
humankind and the ultimate mercy of 
God - all these are truly unforg ettable. 
To me it was the strong note of comfort 
flowing from Elijah's faith, a note that is 
sounded by all the soloists but especially 
by the chorus (He watching over Israel, 
Lift thine eyes) It was in the best sense a 
re lig ious experience, a celebration of 
fa ith. 

We should also not forget that it took 
years of preparation by William Baerg of 
MBBC and George Wiebe of CMBC to
gethe r with many others, it took the gra
cious acce ptance of He lmuth Rilling, 
Ed ith Wiens and Peter Lika to come from 
Europe and to share their talents with 
such generosity. There is much to be 
thankful for in such an undertaking and 
one can only hope that planning will 
beg in at once for another such festive 
occasion. mm 
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YOUR WORD 
Memorable reflections 
[ always look forwa rd to m y M ennonite 
Mirror . I enjoy reading a ll of the paper but 
especia ll y articles like " Ta unte Ma l
wintje," "Music is on way of bring ing 
healing ," "Review" in October 88 paper 
and many others. 

[ keep all the papers for reference and 
to re-read later and also to inform fri ends 
about articles such as w here the first 
snowplane was built. 

I remember many years ago in the late 
thirties there was an article in Free Press 
Prairie Farmer re birth of a baby girl in a 
snowplane in Steinbach and my father 
informed me that was my cousin who 
gave birth to that baby . Many years later [ 
met my cousin at a fun era l (our Aunt) and 
my cousin wa nted to know if I had an 
article on that birth. They were having a 
celebration for their parents and since 
there had been a fi re a t their home not 
long before a ll their photos, etc., were 
destroyed. I d id not have photos or article 
bu t I went to the Winnipeg Free Press and 
got a copy of the snowplane birth for her. 
So when I read the article about the first 
snowplanes in the M ennonite Mirror it 
was even more interesting to me. 
Katherine Doerksen, 
Win nipeg 

Evangelism comment 
Regarding Tim Wiebe's article on televi
sion evangelism in the most recent issue 
of the Mirror, I would like to make a few 
comments on the historical and social 
context of this subject. 

In many ways television evangelism 
seems to be a modern adaptation of the 
revivalism that has swept America in 
periodic waves over the past 300 years. 
The revivals of the past were born of at 
least two conditions: moribund main
stream churches and pioneer settlement. 
To pioneers battling the rigours of the 
wilderness, appeals to "fight the good 
fight" made sense. In areas where Bibles 
and schools were few and civil authority 
little felt, evangelism spread rapidly. 

Today, m uch the same conditions pre
va il. Traditiona l churches are los ing 
ground to apathetic unbelief, becoming 
little more than trendy social clubs. The 
wilderness is no longer a wilderness of 
trees and beasts but a barren spiritual 
la ndsca pe of unsatisfying secularism 
reinforced by the gloomy presence of zig
gurats of capitalism and other temples of 
modern sacrifice. Schools, at least many 

in the U.S., are turning out functiona l.ly 
illiterate youth. Civil authority is bare ly 
holding its own in the urban jungle . Whe n 
one faces the modern world with its fast
paced changes, one faces much uncer
ta inty. 

It is against this historical and present
day background tha t the peculi a r ly 
American style of revivalism, w ith its 
emphasis on emotion and faith w hile de
emphasizing doctrine, was born and lives . 
One could make a reasonable argument 
therefore, that television evangelism is 
p e rforming a n ecessary function of 
reg e n e r ating a stagnant profess in g 
Christianity. But legitimacy as such is not 
the exclusive right of either the conven
tional chu rche s or the mass m e dia 
revivalists. Indeed, one could equally say 
that both are symptoms of an under ly ing 
theological dilemma and an irredentist 
zeal. 

Let us remember too that Jesus prom
ised the thief on the cross eternal life in 
Paradise, not heaven . Perhaps the e lec
tronic churches feel that, if they can' t 
deliver on one, at least they can promise 
the other. 
John E. Wall, 
Altona 
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OnGoing 
the Second 
Mile 

Doroth y Friesen, Critical Choices: A 
Journey with the Filipino People. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988, 
pp.284, $17.95 Can. 

reviewed by Victor Doerksen 
Critical Choices offers a hard-hitting and 
thorough analysis of the present state of 
the Philippines and how it came to be that 
way. Based on time spent with the people 
in several places and on a number of trips 
and tours, as well as interviews and 
advocacy activity by the author, a former 
Winnipegger, together with her husband, 
Gene Stolzfus, this book is full of strong 
convictions based on these experiences 
and finally culminates in a memorandum 
to the United States administration 
regarding the critical choices that must be 
made. 

Many of us have followed the dramatic 
sequence of events in The Philippines, 
especially since the shooting of Senator 
Acquino, . with a combination of horror 
and hope. The "Cory Acquino" move
ment swept us along as we wondered 
whether it would be possible for a popular 
movement to eliminate the military and 
economic problems besetting that coun
try. And we may have wondered why so 
little was possible in the way of reform. 

Friesen's book gives us many of the 
reasons for the continuing suffering of 
that land, both in its history and in the 
more recent developments. This requires 
much more than a journalistic appraisal of 
the "scene" and Dorothy Friesen com
bines personal experience, investigative 
journalism and sound analysis of eco
nomic and military structures in order to 
make her case. 

What is the case? Briefly, it is that, like 
other states in the U.S. orbit, The Philip
pines have been the victims of economic 

as well as military colonialism from which 
they are still not able to extricate them
selves. That is why even the dramatic rise 
to power of Cory Acquino has not made 
much difference in the plight in which the 
nation finds itself. In a detailed and mov
ing chapter entitled "Teetering on the 
Brink of Peace" Friesen describes the 
point in time when fundamental change 
might have been possible. But that is fol
lowed immediately by a chapter on the 
"U.S. Links" and the role of the IMF (In
ternational Mone tary Fund), which 
through its policies has reduced many 
third world countries to nigh-hopeless 
debt. 

Much of the book is devoted to the 
religious dimensions of this situation. It is 
ironic that one of the great multinational 
villains in the piece, Castle and Cooke 
(Dole), was begun by two missionaries in 
the 19th century. Now the church is a 
divided body, as it is in much of Latin 
America, and the small Christian groups 
that wish to put their faith into action, ie. 
into the struggle for sociat justice, are 
quickly labelled as Communists or sym
pathizers. Terrible suffering at the hands 
of military, paramilitary and vigilante 
forces is the result. And yet this, accord
ing to Friesen, is not as great a wrong as is 
that perpetrated by the North American 
society of which we are an established 
part. One telling passage may speak for 
many: 

"The bottom line of my religious tradi
tion is the Sermon on the Mount with its 
commands to go the second mile; turn the 
other cheek; give your coat to anyone who 
asks you; and to love your enemies. While 
Jesus was clearly addressing an occupied 
people and telling them to carry the packs 
of the Roman troops a second mile, the 
fact is that the American people are not in 
that situation. We are citizens of a country 
whose worldwide activities bear more of a 
resemblance to the imperial Roman 

REVIEW 

nation. We still have to identify who 
threatens us and whom we threaten. We 
need to identify our enemies before we 
can love them, before we can go the sec
ond mile for them. Whose actions 
threaten our present lifestyle? When the 
poor in The Philippines and elsewhere in 
the world act on their aspirations to eat 
and provide for their families, they 
undermine the economic system under 
which we have prospered. This realiza
tion turfled the question of the peasants' 
armed struggle on its head for me. 

"Heavy with correct words, our west
ern Christian understanding is like the 
son in Jesus' parable who says yes and 
then never does what the father asks. We 
say yes to peace, but our privilege is at the 
heart of the violence perpetrated upon 
.our sisters and brothers in the Philippines. 
Decisions on the issues of life and death 
are best determined by those who are 
most directly affected by them. These 
decisions have integrity when they are 
grounded in actual experience. 

"The spiritualized veil of correct words 
through which I was taught to view the 
world obfuscates the reality of who hold 
economic and political power. This veil 
also mystifies our own role in maintaining 
the status quo through our passivity. For 
middle-class North Americans to go the 
second mile will mean focusing on · the 
role of American institutions - business, 
government and military - as the source 
of violence against our enemies, the poor 
of the Philippines." (207/8) 

This thoughtful and provocative study 
should be required reading for anyone 
who is concerned about the third world 
and what is being done to it, rather than 
for it, by the first. And it should be 
required reading above all for the great, 
silent, complacent majority. mm 
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Who yaf me drinke? 
I guess you've noticed there are only 
eleven r oses. 
I took them from a garden where they 
grew. 
Take these roses, girl, go and look into 
your mirror. 
-Jesse Winchester 

Dear Helen, 
Was Sa int Paul ever in love? Though his 
ca mpaign for justifiable celibacy may 
suggest the contrary, I prefer to believe 
he was; a single reading of his correspon
dence convinces me and, incidentally, 
adds fuel to the universal notion that 
reminds us that lovers, at one time or 
another, switch to Poetry Mode to express 
the mystery of love. 

I like to imagine Paul seated, late of 
evening, at a Mediterranean seaside 
sidewalk cafe, quill in h a nd, a fresh 
parchment laid out on the table before 
him, gazing with intent focus at a celes
tially streaked sun slipping off the end of 
the world. Perhaps it's the Chablis, per
h aps it's the string quartet playing 
Liebeslieder there under the canopy, per
haps it's the surf a distant whisper, but, in 
the intoxication of the moment he begins 
with a flourish : "To my love on yon distant 
Corinthian shore." He pa uses to reflect on 
bygone Saul days. Well, how do I begin 
this? I'm going for big impact with solid 
symbolism. But wait! Was if not my good 
friend and colleague Jean Jacques who 
said, " To write a good love letter you 
ought to begin without knowing what you 
m ean to say and finish without knowing 
what you 've written '7 So Paul allows 
inspiration its course and ten minutes 
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later he pens "And the greatest of these is 
love" and signs off, in calligraphic hand, 
"Paul xoxoxO." The letter is tipped into 
others relating to matters ecclesiastical, 
all of which are given national distribu
tion. Critics herald Paul "sca thing in his 
admonishments but at times - and at his 
best - tenderly poignant" and there fol
lows the Peter Gzowski interview - "Tell 
me, Paul, how much of this is from your 
own personal life experience?:' - and 
finally, m any years later, Paul is awarded 
the Constantinian Apostolic Lite rary 
Prize. In absentia. 

Unbeknownst to Paul, she never does 
receive the letter. He spends his 'la ter 
years awaiting reply. His writing con
tinues, though with much less polish and 
with an unmistakable shift in tone. A 
tragic story; another victim of unrequited 
love . The effects ofthat affair remain with 
us still. 

If Saint Paul fail s to provide impetus, 
legend and the his tory of the world 
encourage us to love. Look at our liter
ature . Few happily-ever-after love sto
ries are based on likely matches. The hero 
and heroine must see their way to truth 
despite impossible odds. Yet the expecta
tion of union keeps us reading to the end; 
we cheer w he n the prince marries a 
peasant, the princess a frog; we weep 
when bliss turns to anguish and ideals 
turn to tragic ends. These stories set up an 
archetype of a beloved just beyond reach; 
it is remarkable the characters never tire. 
Romeo and Juliet, two star-crossed con
spirators whose love reigns despite family 
feuds. Orphe us' journey to the black 
depths of Hell to reclaim his treasured 
Eurydice. The battle-wounded Tristan 
longing for the healing hand of Queen 

Isolt. Robert Browning and his m a il 
order bride. A solitary Gadsby, arms out
stretched over the black water toward 
d istant light. Menelaus calling in t he 
troops to send them sailing with a n 
adjusted defence mandate. Oh, that our 
loves could be as simple as Mickey and 
Minnie's, w ho loved and danced and 
loved and danced and loved and danced 
their way into our hearts. 

The spark of love . How do we account 
for it? Psychologists offer one simple 
explanation: the imprinting theory. I've 
always liked that Tom and Jerry cartoon 
where Tom is about to eat an egg whe n 
out pops a chick and says, "You're my 
mommy." The chick follows Tom about 
the place; a plot heavily indebted to 
Konrad "Pied Piper" Lorenz and his per
forming goslings. In early spring these 
imprinting mechanisms start whirring 
away at the whim of Mother Nature, the 
old Match - and Trouble-Maker, and 
people do the silliest things in spite of 
themselves . 

Then there's the three-spined stick-
leback. The lady of the species is enam
oured with the male's red waistcoat . 
Indeed, given a fair facsimile - a choice 
between two round bits of metal, one with 
a red blob and one without - she goes for 
the colour. That is the specific releaser 
and she is crazy for it. 

In my case, I confess to being hooked 
on eyes. I am imprinted on X-coloured 
eyes (in order not to cause offense I'll 
refrain from mentioning the particular 
hue) and have never fallen in love with a 
Y - eyed woman. I have adored a woman 
with bony knees, one who towered above 
me, had thighs like a Roman soldier, wore 
a bra fashioned by Acme Construction 



(these are not all the same woman) but all 
had one thing in common: X-coloured 
eyes. 

Alas, you have them. And, if I may be 
so bold, they bug me. At an acceptable 
leve l of ecsatcy. 

reveals about m e n and women; an 
understanding that, ten years ago, I could 
not have begun to appreciate. He knew 
much about love; that Cupid's arrow is 
wounding, impossible to avoid; that love 

The autobiography of a pioneer 
woman doctor of northern Al-

is, as the Knight tells us, a life-changing 
law above and independent of any other; 
a mystery, like faith itself, worthy of rev
erence, beyond explanation; that the 
struggle for power and control is love's 
g r eatest enemy, just as patience and 
nearly unsurmountable obstacles are its 
most valued allies; that love, ultimately, is 
a ll we have against death. 

berta, as told to to Cornelia 

But in matters concerning love we are 
beyond the rationaL out of the realm of 
scientific analysis. Reason about love? 
You wi ll lose your reason .. Connect 
Camille , Anna, Roxane, Lara or Paris up 
to a bra in scan. Take blood samples and 
monitor their sleep. You're not going to 
find a thing. For it is in this state of seem
ing madness that we enter the transcen
dent, the intangible, the mysterious, a 
quality that is at once strangely beautiful 
and overpowering yet, remarkably, ordi
nary and as common as dirt, which is 
what is most wonderful: to know that our 
love for each other is that same stuff other 
people's lives are made of. 

Lehn , The Homemade Brass 
Plate, is available from: 

Cedar-Cott Enterprise 
45940 Collins Dr. 

Sardis, B.C. V2R 2E2 
at $11.00 

, Six hundred years ago, Criseyde, upon 
seeing Troilus returning in triumph from 
battle, spoke four words which may be 
the most beautiful and accurate descrip
tion of the moment of falling in love. "Who 
yaf me drinke?" She means, "Who gave 
me a love potion?" She means that love 
has caught her off guard, bewitched her, 
taken her out of herself. She means that 
love has transformed her. As in magic. As 
in madness. As in mystery. 

Please send __ copies of THE 

HOMEMADE BRASS PLATE to: 
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Address 

As in miracle. 
Enclosed _x$11 = $ 

Do you remember that evening we 
talked about w hat we talk about when we 
talk about love? How presumputious. As if 
it can be pinned down, defined, reduced 
to neat li ttle categories, a string ofletters. 
Nevertheless, a noble attempt was made; 
the synonyms you offered seem credible: 
feeling, emotion, devotion, commitment, 
loyalty, desire , understanding, affection, 
compatibility, sympathy, care, trust, 
fidelity. "And you?" you said. 

. .. and the twelfth rose will be looking 
back at you. mm 

What you are reading is an addendum, 
mulled over through countless late hours 
of introspection. Regard it as chapter one. 

As I reread Chaucer this past fall I was 
struck most strongly by what his poetry 
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Een sondabora Droom 

Wann etj au!een opp'm Lake sie dann 
rodel etj jeweenlijch entlang dam Eewa 
enn beobacht de Schildtjraten. Doa aum 
See hab wie kjleene uck groote. Ooda etj 
kjitj woo de Reihasch oppfleajen. Miene . 
Taunte Sara sad emma wann se en 
kjleenet Kjind sach, "Ess daut nijch en 
nietelja Schietareia," ooda uck "Lot mie 
dan kjleenen Schietareia hoolen." Etj 
wundad mie emma woaromm see de 
Kjinja "Schietareia" nannd. Oba no wann 
etj tsemorjes nom Dock go woa de 
Reihasch de Nacht febrocht haben weet 
etj woaromm Taunte Sara kjleene Kjinja 
sao nannd. 

Wann Karl oba biem Lake es (daut es 
mien San) dann roda wie nijch, dann 
bruck wie danMotoa ennjoagen fonn een 
Enj fomm Lake bat dam aundren. Eenen 
Sinnowent wea de Sonn gauns scheen 
heet, oba wie bleewen dan Nomeddach 
awa opp'm Lake. Tseowens kjitjt wie noch 
TV woo Reagan enn Gorbatschow opp'm 
Rooden Plauts en Moskau spetsearenjin
jen, enn donn faa wie noch no Mc
Donald's. 

Etj dreem sestnijch fal, oba dee Nacht 
haud etj eenen sondaboren Droom. Etj 
dreemd etj haud eene Office enn Russ
laund enn gauf sowjetsche Passa rut fe 
Lied dee otreisen wullen. Miene Office 
haud etj en eenen oolen Kolchosstaul, enn 
opp eanem Enj stunden sogoa noch en 
poa Maltjtjaj. 

Etj saut noch mau groad hinja mienem 
Desch aus doa en poa Lied fonn hinjarem 
Schroatkausten faakaumen. En waa meen 
jie wearen daut? Michail enn Raisa Gor
batschow. 

"Naml, woaromm festatj jie jilnt sao 
aus Adam enn Eva aus se jesindijcht 
hauden?" froag etj, "scMm jie jont daut 
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fonn Victor Peters 

jie uck no Passa komen?" 
"Kratjt soo ess et," sad Gorbatschow. 

"Seit Raisa mett Visa enn American 
Express so fal emm Wasten haft kjepen 
kunnt well se bloos otwaundre. Wie 
haben onse jescheide Kjleeda aula Tos 
jeloaten doamet wie nijch soo oppfaulen 
wann wie onse Passa holen. Wie goanen 
uck aul goanijch mea no Hils, wajen de 
Nobasch." 

"Na jie sellen jone Passa haben," sad 
etj, "enn wann jie eascht aware Jrens 
sent dann got nom MCC ooda no de 
Heilsarmee en besorjcht jont batre 
Kjleeda," sad etj. 

"Dankscheen," sad Gorbatschow, oba 
sea frintlijch, enn donn sad hee daut se 
aum leewsten no Kanada tratjen wullen 
enn wowa etj an roaden wudd daut se 
hangonen sullen. 

Mien easchta Roat wea se sullen ent
wada no Ontario ooda B.C. gonen. Doa 
kunn Michail irjentwoa enne Fabritj 
obeiden enn Raisa kunn Firsijche pletjen 
ooda mienswajen uck Tobaksblada, ooda 
see kunn enn Vineland emm Altenheim 
halpen. Doa kjannd etj Menschen. 

Gorbatschow kjitjt gauns felajen. "Etj 
wurd mie aul aunpaussen enn schetjen, " 
meend hee, "oba Raisa ess en bat fedor
wen, dee well nijch irjenteene Oabeit 
aunnamen. Daut ess goanijch soo leicht 
mettdaa." 

"Dann ess et felleijcht daut baste jie 
jinjen no Manitoba," sad etj, "no Stein
bach ooda Wintjla. Enn Wintjla bruke se 
emma Kjotjebesorjasch, felleicht enne 
nieje Breedatjotj. Daut wea waut fe die, 
Michail. Enn onse mennische Lied hoolen 
soo opp Borsch, Raisa kunn enne "Oases" 
Borsch koaken enn Werenetje moaken. 
Daut Restaurant jeheat Jeat enn Annie 

Kohl, dee kjann etj enn dee wudde jont 
goat oppnamen." 

"De Trubbel ess," sad Gorbatschow," 
daut ess mett Raisa aarem Koaken nijch 
fonn wiet Ma. Etj jleew nijch daut se dee 
Stad lang wurd hoolen, wann dee Kohlen 
uckjescheide Menschen sent." 

"Dann weet etj noch eenen UtwajCh," 
sad etj. "Jie tratjen no Steinbach. Mett 
dienem Smile, Michail, wudscht do en 
otjetatjenda Koaresalesmaun aufjawen. 
Wann do dann noch en poa rusche Wead 
mankflatjst enn dam Kjeepa noch eene 
mexikaunsche Arbiis toojefst fetjafst do 
aules waut sitj sao enn Steinbach romm
steit. Felleijcht tratjt Reagan dann noch 
no eenem Altenheim enn Steinbach en do 
fetjafst dam noch eene nieje Koa. Dee 
Reagan helt opp die enn hee saul je boolt 
motten ommtratjen." 

Aum Aufang wea Gorbatschow gauns 
dofaa, oba donn fall am bie, "Oba Raisa, 
miene Fru, waut doo wie mett daa?" 

"No Problem," sad etj, "dee kaun emm 
Mennonite Museum obeiden. Etj laus 
enne Tseitung daut see goot dietsch kunn, 
wann se noch plautdietsch lead, enn 
wann se sitj jescheit auntratjt sao daut sitj 
de Gortietsa, Kjleenjemeenda en Holde
mauns mett ar nijch schamen, kunn see 
de Lied doa rommleiden. Berad daut mett 
ar. Sest aune Government woare se jont 
en Manitoba nijch sao leiljcht loaten." 

Gorbatschow naum dee beid Passa 
enn sad en bat strenj too Raisa see sull sitj 
mau too Frad jawen enn mett am no 
Manitoba tratjen, wiels en Russland wudd 
sitj daut de natjste 40 Joa nijch fal endern. 

Donn woak etj opp. Biem Freestitjaten 
sad etj too Karl daut wie sao lot fer'm 
Schlopengoanen nijch soone groote 
Hamburgers mett Tsippeln hauden aten 
sullt. 



ZUR 
DISIruSSION 
Vor Zweihundert Jahren 
a) Mennonitische Auswanderung nach SiidruJ3land 
b) Franz6sische Revolution 

In dies em Jahr feiert die westliche Welt 
die zweihundertjahralte Franzosische 
Revolution, ein wahrhaft weltveran
derndes Phanomen, ein drastisches 
Resultat, wenn man so will, der euro
paischen Aufklarung des 18. Jahrhun
derts. Hier wurde vor aller Augen das 
Ideengut des menschlichen Geistes in die 
Tat umgesetzt, und wie l Nachdem die 
Amerikanische Revolution gezeigt hatte, 
dal3 es doch eine gewisse Freiheit, 
Gleichheit und Bruderlichkeit geben 
konnte (innerhalb gewisser Grenzen, 
versteht sich), wurde nun auch im 
Abendland nach der "Aufklarung" mit 
dem Aufraumen begonnen. Fast ein 
ganzes Jahrhundert danach haben auch 
die deutschen Lander sich bemuht, 
irgendetwas Ahnliches zustande
zubringen, meist ohne Erfolg. In Fran
kreich kopfte man den Konig, die Konigin 
und viele, viele andere, mit eher zwei
felhaftem Erfolg. Die oberen Stande 
blieben in Frankreich (und Deutschland) 
trotz Revolution und Napoleon letzte
nendes an der Macht und liessen die 
unteren darben. Trotzdem waren neue 
Gedanken eingedrungen und nachher 
konnte das Ancien Regime nicht wieder
kehren. Die Weich en fUr eine moderne 
Welt waren gesetzt. 

1m gleichen Jahre gingen die ersten 
Mennoniten aus den polnisch-preul3-
ischen Landern nach Sudrul3land und die 
Geschichte der sogenannten Russischen 
Mennoniten nahm ihren Anfang. Die 
neue, Ukrainische Welt in die sie gingen 
war Ihnen unbekannt und nicht unge
fahrlich. Wie immer bei solchen 
Umsiedlungen mul3te dabei und dafUr 
ein hoher Preis bezahlt werden. Aber das 
zogen diese Umsiedler vor, wei! sie die 
Welt, die sie kannten, lieber verlassen 
wollten. Der religiose Schriftsteller und 
Arzt, Johann Heinrich Jung-Stilling, 
hatte die Entwicklungen im westlichen 
Europa beschrieben als Anfang der End
zeit. Die Aufklarung, d.h. das wachsende 
Selbstbewul3tsein des einzelnen Burgers 
und die allgemeine Einsieht, dal3 das 
"christliche Abendland" wenig Gerech-

tigkeit walten liel3, wurde von der Kirche 
wie von der Regierung nieht gem go
sehen. Jung-Stilling meinte auch, die be
stehende Ordnung sei von Gott und also 
unantastbar und ubersah dabei die 
Ungerechtigkeit. die sieh im Laufe der 
Zeit nieht verbessert sondern eher vcr
schlechtert hatte. 

Es ware eine mehr als kuhne These, zu 
behaupten, die Mennoniten seien damals 
nach Osten gezogen, wei! im Westen die 
gefahrliche Endzeit anbrach. Trotzd(:~m 
ist es interessant, wie im Laufe der 
nachsten hundert Jahre der Zug nach 
Osten sich bemerkbar gemachte hat. Aus 
Sud- und Mitteldeutschland gingen 
mehrere ganze Gemeinden in die 
Schwarzmeergegend um den von Jung
Stilling versprochenen Zufluchtsort 
aufzusuchen, und von dort ging es dann 
weiter nach Mittelasien oder ins Heiligo 
Land. 

Nun wissen wir, dal3 in Frankreieh 
viele Gegenehristen aber kein Antichrist 
erschienen ist. Wir wissen auch, dal3 
unsere Glaubensgeschwister im Osten 
nicht die Wiederkunft Christi erlebten. 
Aber es ist klar, dal3 be ide Geschichten, 
die der Franzosischen Revolution und die 
der Auswanderung der Mennoniten nach 
SudruBland, fUr uns wichtig sind. Ob wir 
es wollen oder nicht, die Aufklarung des 
18. Jahrhunderts hat sieh durchgesetzt -
und setzt sich noch durch. Mit vielen 
anderen Gruppen haben die Mennoniten 
sich gegen diese Entwicklung gestraubt. 
Teils dadurch, daB man eigene Sied
lungen aufbaute, aber diese gehoren 
auch schon meistens der Vergangenheit 
an. Wir erleben die Nachwirkungen der 
AufkJarung und der Revolution an 
unseren Kindern wenn nicht schon an uns 
selbst. 

Wenn wir nun die Zweihundertjahr
feier der Russisch-Mennonitischen 
Geschichte begehen, dann sollten wir 
vielleicht auch daran denken, daB um 
dieselbe Zeit ein VerEmderung in der Welt 
begann, die uns heute noch zu denken 
geben sollte. Heute gibt es fUr uns wohl 
kein Ausweichen mehr. - VGD 
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OUR WORD 
Change brings tension, but it must not 
stop us from discussing the issues 

T he tension between tradition and change is one of the m ain 
them es of the popular musica l Fiddler on the Roof The pro
tagonist, Tevye, had great difficu lty responding to the challenges 
to tradition presented by his children . He debated these chal
lenges, weighing the pros and cons of change, "- on the one hand 
-, " but, "- on the other hand." W ith the final challenge, w hen his 
daughter decided to m arry a non- Jew, he decided that "there is 
no other hand, " He was adamant; this cha llenge he could not 
accept. If his daughter decided to marry her Russian, she wou ld 
no longer be his daughter. And so, Tevye lost a daughter. 

The dilemma faced by T evye is one w hich any communi ty built 
on strong principles must undergo almost continuously . Change is 
a part of life; yet how does one remain true to one's principles and 
still remain open to the voices ca lling for change? 

As Mennonites we cons ider ourselves to be a commun ity of 
faith, a community built on the principles established by our 
A nabaptist forefathers. We have not always agreed about how to 
interpret these principles, and have resolved our differences by 
spli tt ing up and establishing numerous groups, all emphaSizing 
slightly different aspects of the "Anabaptist vision," W e all read 
the same Bible, but we read and interpret it in different w ays. 
While r~maining basica lly t rue to the principles of our A nabaptist 
for ebears, we have also been greatly influenced by m any trends, 
theological and secular, in the communities w hich surround us. In 
fact, over the years, we have accepted considerable change, 

In the past 20 years there have been significant changes in 
w hat is considered acceptable in terms of social customs, lan
guage, life style, and also more fundam ental moral issues w ithin 
our church community, Like Tevye, we som etimes find it difficul t 
to accept these changes. 

When new ideas or attitudes are presented through the pages 
of our church newspapers, or magazines such as the Mennonite 
Mirror, this is an opportunity for dialogue. A ll editors we lcom e 
responses from readers, since these give all of us an opportunity to 
th ink through our ow n position on the issues at hand. W e welcome 
letters w hich support our v iews and those w hich challenge them , 
Such letters constitute an important part of the heal thy dialogue 
that should be happening w ithin a community . 

However, there is one type of letter and communication w hich 
is dist ressing to receive. This is the type of letter in w hich the 
w riter dismisses out-of-hand the arguments that have been 
presented, or charges that the person advocating change is mis
representing Scripture or is a "tool of Satan". In such letters, there 
often appears to be an automatic assumpt ion that som eone 
advocating a new approach ca nnot possibly be motivated by a 
desire,to seek after truth, Phone ca lls and letters w hich attack the 
personal integrity of those w ho express their views in print do 
li ttle to advance the exp loration of change in our comm unity . We 
must always remain open to the possibility that we might have to 
re-examine our ideas and conv ictions about some issues. A fter 
all, we have done so m any t imes in the past. Perhaps, som etimes, 
there is no "other hand ." But then, on the other hand, m aybe 
there is. 
-Ruth Vogt 
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