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ForeWord 

T his edition opens with a feature article on the Mennonite Collegiate Institute in 
Gretna. It is nearing its lOOth anniversary and is vastly changed in physical facilities 
and focus. While it looks back on a strong educational tradition, it is also exhibiting 
the optimism of a young institution as it works to revise its outlook for the modern 
context. 

North Kildonan has long been known as "Mennonite country" because that is 
where many newly arrived Mennonites settled after their arrival in Canada and 
Manitoba. Those whose memories go back to the earliest days in NK will remember 
farms and very large yards, which for the most part have been "developed" into 
urban Winnipeg by now. An interview with Dietrich Klassen recalls those early 
days. 

The merits of home birth are hotly debated by professionals and others, 
nevertheless a decision to give birth at home is something a couple must con
sciously choose. Those who do follow through find it an intensely rewarding 
experience. The article in this issue describes one such experience. 

There are three major book reviews in th is issue, two dealing with a different 
kind of "grim reality;" Andreas Schroeder explores the personality of a strange
but-true Prairie resident in his first novel, Dustship Glory, while the concept of a 
modern "underground railway" is described in the second review as a way to 
respond to the political persecution in Central America. 

A third book review, quite different from the others, is of an anthology of works 
by Mennonite writers in the book, edited by Harry Loewen and AI Reimer, called 
Visions and Realities. 

A further review, this time of the movie The Color Purple, explores some 
parallels between Mennonites and Black America. 

In accordance with previous years, we are publishing the names of Mennonite 
graduates of high educational institutions. In the case of the "secular" universities 
we have selected those names which are typically Mennonite along with those 
graduates with non-Mennonite names who are known to us .. Accordingly, we know 
in advance there are those who will be left out (and those who are not Mennonite, 
who are included) . If you are someone who is left out, or know of someone who is, 
please let us know, so we can include a "late list" next edition. 

In the German section, your attention is drawn to the fine article by Elisabeth 
Peters. 

This edition brings down the curt(lin on the last issue of volume 15, and the end 
of 15 years of publishing. The Mirrorwill be back in September. 
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Coming Events 
August 2, 1986: Southwestern Man

itoba MCC Relief Sale in Brandon . 
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Mel: 
alDlost a century old, 
but still young in its vision by Allan Dueck 

On September 2, 1986, for the 96th 
consecutive autumn, students will 
arrive at the Mennonite Collegiate 
Institute in Gretna to begin a new aca
demic year. Although its name was 
changed twice during the first seventeen 
years of its existence, the "Gretna 
school" was the first post-elementary 
Mennonite school to be established in 
Canada. A residential school, the MCI 
has been supported from the beginning 
by churches choosing to join the 
school's society. Through the now 
nearly 100 years of its history, the Men
nonite Collegiate Institute reflects the 
challenges, the failures, and the tri
umphs of an institution dedicated to the 
task of providing a thorough, well
rounded education, which is based 
unapologetically upon the teachings 
and model of Jesus Christ. 

Already in 1885, Reinland teacher 
Wilhelm Rempel and other progressive 
church leaders met in the Altbergthal 
school with the Bergthaler Lehrdienstto 
explore ways of improving education in 
the schools on the West Reserve. At a 
meeting in 1888, influential Bergthaler 
Elder Johann Funk lent his support to the 
group's plan for a teacher-training 
school. The curriculum was to have a 
broad base, but with emphasis upon 
German and a Christian atmosphere. 
The school's primary task was to edu
cate teachers for Mennonite community 
schools in southern Manitoba. 

When classes at the Gretna Normal 
School began in September 1889, some 
60 students attended. Wilhelm Rempel, 
the school's first teacher, faced the diffi
cult task of teaching a broad spectrum of 
pupils ranging from those who couldn't 
read to teachers in training. Because he 
decided that the task was too difficult for 
him, the school closed in 1890. 

With the passage of the first public 
schools act in 1890, the Manitoba gov
ernment recognized the need to gain 
Mennonite support for public schools in 

the West Reserve. Seeing a potential ally 
in the Gretna Normal School, the gov
ernment sent Dr. George Bryce to New
ton, Kansas, in order to seek the assis
tance of Heinrich H. Ewert, principal of 
the Halstead Seminary, in locating a 
Mennonite educational leader who 
might serve as Mennonite inspector of 
schools in the West Reserve and as prin
cipal of the Normal School. Bryce soon 
decided to invite Ewert himself to the 
position. After repeated encourage
ments from the government and the 
school's society and despite the opposi
tion of his wife and the Kansas Men
nonites, Ewert finally decided to come. 

From 1891-98 under the dedicated 
leadership of Ewert, the Gretna Normal 
School grew, but the zeal of Elder Funk, 
H. H. Ewert and the society for educa
tion accentuated the conflicting views 
among Bergthaler Mennonites towards 
education, and became one significant 
factor contributing to the separation of 
the Sommerfelder Mennonites from the 
Bergthalers in 1892. Believing that for-

MCI as it was in 1912. 

mal education - beyond elementary 
school at least - would inevitably lead 
away from agrarian life, the Sommer
felders opposed Ewert and his school. 
On the other hand, Ewert bel ieved that 
the best way to preserve Mennonite val
ues was to accept public schools for the 
area, but to staff them with well
qualified Mennonite teachers. 

In 1898, the Gretna Normal School 
was renamed the Mennonite Educa
tiona I Institute. When in 1903 it became 
evident that the MEl building in Gretna 
would soon have to be replaced, bitter 
conflict developed over whether the 
school was to be rebuilt in Gretna, 
Altona, or Winkler. Because of his out
spoken opposition to evangelical fun
damentalism and his personal style -
thought by some to be arrogant and dic
tatorial - Ewert had acquired some 
enemies. Inter-town rivalry between 
Gretna and Altona added heat to the 
controversy over the school's possible 
relocation. Elder Funk, a staunch sup
porter of the Gretna school during the 
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early years, now threw his support to the 
Altona group. Irregularities in the pro
ceedings plagued the search for a deci
sion, and brought considerable pain. 
Finally, in 1908, the MEl moved to 
Altona where it continued to operate 
until 1926 when the building burned. 
Meanwhile, in 1908, the supporters of 
the Gretna location decided to rebuild 
there. After in itially pledging support for 
the move to Altona, H. H. Ewert deter
mined to stay with the Gretna group. 
And so, in 1908, the Gretna .chool 
finally received its current name -
Mennonite Collegiate Institute. 

During the early years, enrollment at 
the MCI fluctuated, but the influx of 
Russlander Mennonites during the 
19205 brought a new clientele to the 
school. Because of the Mel's emphasis 
on German culture and its theological 
orientation, most Russlander teachers 
were attracted more to the MCI than to 
the MEl in Altona, which had been 
pushed by several of its many principals 
- notably J. J. Balzer - towards evan
gelical fundamentalism. When enroll
ment difficulties and financial pressures 
again faced the MCI at the beginning of 
the depression, Mr. Ewert donated back 
half of his salary and insisted that the 
school carryon. When Ewert died in 
1934, few disputed the view that he had 
been the soul of the school for the first 
40 years of its existence. 

To replace Mr. Ewert, th'e Mel's board 
by a narrow margin chose G. H. Peters 
over John K. Friesen, a very popular 
teacher and a native of Altona. Gerhard 
Ens has speculated whether the long 
acrimony between Altona and Gretna 
overthe MEl relocation might have been 
mollified had Friesen been appointed 
principal instead of Peters. A first-rate 
scientist, Mr. Peters was, however, a 
traditionalist in education. Under his 
leadership, the school continued to 
stress German, religious training, and 
character bui lding. Rigorously opposed 
to "modernism," Peters during his ten
ure saw enrollment climb from 48 stu
dents in 1935 to 114 in 1948. He also 
presided over the building of a new 
school building in 1946. One factor in 
the school's success during this era was 
the popularity of teacher D. P. Esau who 
inspired many students with his inno
vative courses and lively instruction in 
German literature. 

The MCI personality best known to 
Manitoba Mennonites today is un
doubtedly Paul J. Schaefer, who served 
as Mel's principal from 1946-67. An 
engaging and fatherly leader, "Lehra 
Schaefer" inspired students and teach
ers to come to the school.- Under his 
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leadership, the MCI achieved notable 
academic strength. An auditorium was 
built in 1952, and a new residence, 
which still serves today, in 1955. After 
the academic building of 1946 was de
stroyed by fire in 1963, a new academic 
building, the one presently in use, was 
completed in 1964. Although the 
emphasis on teacher training dimin
ished early in the sixties, the MCI during 
Mr. Schaefer'S era continued to produce 
teachers for Mennonite schools in 
southern Manitoba. Students of this 
period recall that towards the end of 
each year, trustees would visit the MCI 
in an effort to hire grade 12 students as 
teachers for various Mennonite com
munity schools. 

In summary, from 1891 until the early 
1960s, the MCI made an invaluable 
contribution to the Manitoba Men
nonite community by providing hun
dreds of teachers with a thorough 
academic education in the context of 
Russian-Mennonite culture and Men
nonite theological perspectives. The 
substantial impact of the school and, 
indeed, its very survival are inconceiv
able without the single-minded, self
sacrificing, and visionary leadership 
provided by principals Ewert, Peters, 
and Schaefer. 

From 1967-76 Gerhard G. Ens, a 
long-time teacher at the MCI and "li
eutenant" to Mr. Schaefer, assumed the 
principalship. During his decade, the 
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school's primary language of instruction 
changed from German to English, par
ticipation in intervarsity sports began, 
and drama and music flourished. The 
contribution of Henry Engbrecht to 
musical excellence at the school was 
considerable. Near the end of Mr. Ens' 
term, the MCI's present gymnasium was 
constructed. Already declining in 
importance near the end of Mr. Schae
fer's principalship, the MCI's long
standing role as teacher-training center 
now ended. And so, under Mr. Ens, a 
new rationale for the school's existence 
evolved, that of educating Mennonite 
young people to the broader ministries 
of church and community leadership. 

Ken H. Loewen, only the fifth prin
cipal in MCI's long history, served from 
1976-86. Although deeply committed 
to the church school, Mr. Loewen 
nudged the school closer to the educa
tional mainstream. Enrollments climbed 
to a notable high of about 225 during the 
late 1970s. Mr. Loewen, who had en
couraged the gymnasium project under 
Mr. Ens, now presided over the con
struction of a new library, named after 
the beloved Mr. Schaefer. He also sup
ported the revision and the provincial 
accreditation of the religious studies 
curriculum, and encouraged the intro
duction of new programs in French and 
computer science. 

Thus, from 1967 until 1985 the MCl's 
purpose broadened. No longer exclu
sively training teachers, the school con
tinued its emphasis on academic 
excellence, entered the arena of inter
varsity athletics, and gained strength in 
drama and music. The school's facilities 
were improved by the addition of a 
gymnasium and a library. Continuing to 
receive the support of society churches, 
the MCI equipped hundreds of young 
people not only with academic creden-

Paul Schaefer 

MCI front entrance and Schaefer Library, 1986. 

tials, but with an understanding of Men-. 
nonite history and faith, and a personal 
commitment to Christian service. Many 
graduates of the school from the Ens
Loewen decades entered service pro
fessions - whether as teachers, nurses, 
social workers, ministers, or MCC ser
vice workers. 

With the resignation of Ken Loewen 
as principal in 1985, the MCI's board 
hired Allan Dueck as principal and, for 
the first time, hired a vice-principal in 
the person of Dave Regehr. Dueck as
sumed primary responsibility for lead
ership of the school's academic 
program, whereas Regehr took charge 
of the residential life program. These 
men, together with the board, face the 
exciting prospect of leading the institu
tion as it seeks to renew its vision for the 
coming generation of students. 

As a result of several years of dream
ing and planning by previous principal 
Ken Loewen and members of the board, 
a direction-setting event for the MCI 
took place on January 3-5, 1986,at Villa 
Maria, a quiet retreat center in St. Nor
bert. The purpose of this "think tank" 
was to reflect upon the school's future 
and to establish concrete plans and pri
orities for the coming five years or so. 
Under the capable direction of Dr. John 
Neufeld, president of CMBC, members 
of the board and staff and many of their 
spouses began their deliberations by 
wrestling with the fundamental question 
of the school's purpose. 

Out of this exchange emerged a 
strong consensus that the MCl's purpose 
is to provide young people with an Ana
baptist/Christian context in which to 
develop their God-given gifts and to 
cultivate in them an appreciation of our 
Mennonite heritage. The statement of 
purpose adopted at think tank con
cluded with these words: 

Our aim is that our students accept 
Christ as Lord and that they be disci
ples who express Christian hope by 

serving others, promoting peace, and 
providing Christ-like leadership 
within the church community and 
the secular world. 

These conclusions regarding the 
school's purpose underline the realiza
tion capably expressed by Karl Fast, 
guest speaker at MCI's annual meeting 
in 1985, that the primary reason for the 
existence of our church schools is the 
religious one. Public schools can match 
church schools in most aspects of aca
demic and extracurricular program
ming, but only the church school has a 
mandate to explore and promote in a 
committed way Anabaptist/Mennonite 
values such as discipleship, Biblical 
faithfulness, and service. 

In light of the MCl's basic purpose, 
think tank generated many concrete, 
exciting recommendations in such areas 
as residence life, facilities, personnel, 
and curriculum. Although many former 
MCI students consider one of the high
lights of their MCI experience to have 
been the residence, the "res" has his
torically been regarded as a place for 
students to live rather than as a dis
tinctive feature of school life for which 
careful programming is ·essential. 
Among the recommendations for the 
residence, think tank directed the staff to 
modify daily schedules to allow greater 
flexibility in evening programming, so 
that it can include such activities as 
intramural sports, fine arts nights, Bible 
stud ies, and social activities. And, in 
staffing the residence, the board is plac
ing increased emphasis upon the staff 
members' abilities in counselling, rec
reationalleadership, and spiritual guid
ance. 

Another significant area of planning 
called for improved facilities. Think tank 
approved exploration of two possible 
projects. The first project entails recon
struction of the chapel to extend back
stage capacity for staging major musical 
and dramatic productions, andinstalla-
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tion of inclined "theater" seating to 
enhance the chapel's usefulness for 
dai Iy chape l s as well as for choi r 
rehearsa ls and dramatic productions. 
Resea rch has also been initiated to 
determin'e the feasibility of embarking 
on a second project, that of building a 
new res idence which, among other fea
tures, might incorporate a modular liv
ing arrangement and increased recre
ational facilities. 

To strengthen the emphasis upon 
Anabaptist/Christian values in the 
school, think tank directed the board's 
personnel committee to give preference 
- in hiring new staff members - to 
applicants with post-high school train
ing in Bible and/or Anabaptist studies, 
and to encourage current staff members 
to expand their knowledge of Bible and 
Mennonite history and theology during 
leaves of absence or other opportunities 
for professional development. 

Think tank also affirmed the intention 
of continuing the school's historical 
commitment to music. Although the 
particular options will be reshaped, 
choral work will continue to receive 
primary emphasis in MCI's music pro
gram. Students who sing in auditioned 
specialty choi rs - chamber or ensemble 
- or perform in band or orchestra will 
be awarded academic credit, and re
hearsals will be scheduled within the 
academic day to allow greater flexibility 
for evening scheduling in the residence. 
Think tank also called for the expansion 
of the current band into a full orchestra 
as adequate numbers of string players 
become avai lable. 

In reviewing the MCI's curriculum, 
think tank urged the school to maintain 
its commitment to academic excel
lence. To heighten the benefit of courses 
in Bible and church history, board and 
staff promoted a hands-on approach. 
Invitations to students to present "per
sonal pilgrimages" in chapel, to do local 
history, to take on service assignments, 
and to tour Mennonite centers such as 
Lancaster County were suggested ave
nues for greater student involvement. 

In the MCI's near future, the major 
event is its centennial in 1990. One 
exciting project has already been 
launched, the preparation of a thorough 
history of the school. Gerhard Ens, Jr., 
son of former principal Gerhard Ens and 
a historian well-acquainted with the 
MCI, has agreed to research and write 
the history. Intentions are that the book 
be completed on time for the centennial 
year. 

As the MCI approaches 1990, it can 
look back on a colorful and productive 
past. For its first 75 years, despite some 
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unfortunate controversy, the school 
contributed enormously to the educa
tional and cultural development of 
Mennonites in Manitoba. Not only did 
the school prepare countless teachers 
for Mennonite community schools, but 
it gave many Mennonite church and 
community leaders a sense of Men
nonite identity and a clarity of Christian 
commitment. 

Today, as the think tank directives 
demonstrate, the MCI is finding new 
ways to strengthen it!l, contribution to its 
community. The buildings and staffing 
have changed over the years, athletic 
programs have flourished, and only a 
few of today's students will become 
teachers. But the MCI continues to strive 
for academic excellent in the context of 
Anabaptist/Christian values, and to 
challenge young people to reject soci
ety's materialistic values in favor of 
peace-making, social concern, and ser
vice as exemplified by our Lord. mm 

Students 
observations of Mel 

One activity I particularly appreciate 
at the MCI is the twice-weekly Bible 
study. "Bible study," however, is a very 
loose term, as these sessions can range 
from an actual study of a Bible passage 
to a discussion of war or a sing-song. 

It is at Bible study that we students can 
openly respond to things we've been 
taught in classes and chapel. Some dis
cussions that have developed out of a 
topic at a Bible study have been very 

thought-provoking. On one occasion 
we got into a discussion of Chri sti ans 
obeying rules and although w e didn't 
really come up with many conc rete 
rules to live by, the discussion rea lly 
forced me to examine if Ilive as a Chris
tian ought to live. We can also di scuss 
our personal thoughts and question s 
with our fellow students, and sometimes 
with staff members. Often a good di s
cussion helps to clear up our questions 
or gets us on the way to finding some 
answers. One Bible study showed us 
why evolutionism is not biblical and 
helped us to form responses to people 
who believe in it. 

The support that I often feel in a group 

Spring drama, 1986. 
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At work in the Library. 

of dedicated Christians at Bible study is 
very rewarding to me, and I believe that 
it has helped me to grow in my faith. 
Janet Ens 
Grade 12 

In the 1985-86 school year, MCI gave 
me numerous opportunities to expand 
in my musical experience. I sang in both 
all-school and concert choirs as well as 
the ensemble, a specialty choir formed 
just this year. As a 14-member choir 
under the direction of Marlene Wiebe, 
we s,ang Christian contemporary songs 
such as a short cantata entitled Go Ye 
Children. We also performed dramas 
dealing with love, peace, and accep
tance of others. Performances required 
travelling to churches on the weekends. 
We worshipped with youth groups on 
Friday or Saturday evenings and occa
sionally performed for the entire con
gregation on Sunday mornings. We also 
joined the chamber choir for a tour to 
Rosthern, With weekly rehearsals the 
year was busy, but being part of MCI's 
first ensemble was rewarding in that it 
taught me a lot about music and the 
enjoyment of performing for others. 
Sandra Hildebrand 
Grade 10 

Residence I ife has, for me, been both 
the most enjoyable and the most educa
tional aspect of MCI. When I arrived at 
school, people began invading the per
sonal space I had labelled "No Tres
passing." As they crowded closer, they 
saw through my masks, perceived my 
faults, and discovered who I really was; 
yet, surprisingly, they accepted me any-

way. In return, they removed their own 
barriers and made themselves vulner
able to my acceptance or rejection. The 
ensuing friendships were open and 
grew as the year progressed, even amid 
some disagreements. Because most stu
dents shared Christian beliefs, it was 
easy to talk about Godand the Christian 
faith. For instance, in one late night dis
cussion my roommate and I discussed 
the importance of baptism and involve
ment in the church. On the other hand, 
different beliefs and opinions made me 
more open-minded, widening my out
look on life. Throughout all my experi
ences this year, I discovered the 
importance of honesty and forgiveness 
in relationships. Not only did I learn to 
accept others despite their faults, but I 
also came to a deeper understanding of 
myself. 
Judith Friesen 
Grade 11 

An activity that I have grown to 
appreciate at MCI is the chapel. This 
break from the academic day allows 
students and staff alike to forget their 
busy schedules. With tests and projects 
forgotten, we worship and fellowship 
together. Chapels feature guest speak.,
ers, choirs, and specialty groups as well 
as staff and student input. We take this 
time to listen to others' ideas and expe
riences. For me a chapel highlight this 
year was Rev. David F. Friesen's (Gretna 
Bergthaler Church) sharing his life story. 
his faith when, as a CO during the war 
years, he hauled coal and worked as a 
hospital orderly was an inspiration that 
typifies the chapel experience, 
Myron Penner 
Grade 11 

With subdued excitement, the words 
"Iet's go" are whispered before we take 
our bow at the curtain call. MCI stages 
two major dramatic productions each 
year" the fall musical with its large cast 
and the spring drama with its serious 
theme. 

I had the privilege of being a lead 
character in the spring drama, C. S. 
Lewis' The Magician's Nephew. I 
learned a lot - especially irrthe area of 
covering up mistakes! For instance, one 
time when a glass beaker broke on 
stage, another actor and I had to 
improvise to integrate the sweeping up 
of the glass with our acting. 
Andrew Hiebert 
Grade 12 

your word 
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
ANOTHER WORD 
Roy Vogt (our word, mm May) suggests 
that Mennonites may have some an
swers to world problems but that non
violence is not such an answer. Accord
ing to him "the Anabaptists did not feel 
that non-violence was a practical way 
of overcoming violence in the world." I 
don't know enough to be able to dis
prove this statement but I sincerely hope 
that Roy Vogt is wrong. 

I thought that from their reading of 
Scripture and especially the Sermon on 
the Mount our forefathers had indeed 
taken Jesus at his word. Of course when 
one reads what jesus taught about the 
birds and the flowers and, in the same 
spirit, about non-resistance (of real evil I 
suppose), then it is natural to think that 
such teaching is anything but practical. 
Maybe that is why so few people have 
ever taken these words seriously. In
stead of pointing to the Anabaptists as 
limited, perhaps Vogt's argument 
should be extended radically (or konse
quent, as A. H. Unruh used to say) and 
jesus' position should be found want
ing. After all, look at what happened to 
him! 

There is much that could be said 
about this thought-provoking editorial. 
Let me make two poi nts: 1. Has manki nd 
"contained the evil in the world" and if 
so what does that mean? Have not wars 
led to more terrible wars? Has non-vio
lence ever been tried? 2. Doing good is 
certainly better than doing evil. Why 
then did jesus, instead of those curious 
statements that tradition has saved for 
us, not simply say: People, be nice! 
Sincerely, 
Victor Doerksen 
Winnipeg 
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A North Kildonan pioneer 
reDleDibers the early years: 
transplants before the roots 

by Paul Redekop 

During the turbulent years in Ru~sia, 
many Mennonites left to .find new 
homes in Canada. They became the new 
pioneers in a country in the throes of 
rapid urbanization, where the tradi
tional agricu Itural way of life was 
rapidly disappearing. Among these new 
pioneers was the Klassen family. 

Dietrich Klassen arrived in Canada 
with his parents, two brothers and five 
sisters, in October, 1925, atthe age of18. 
The younger members of the family had 
persuaded thei r parents to come to Can
ada to farm. During the period in which 
the Klassen family came to Canada the 
Cariadian government had in its wisdom 
decided that these Mennonite settlers 
should be required to settle in rural areas 
and located in specific rural commu
nities more or less arbitrarily. "We had a 
very bad beginning," Mr. Klassen re
calls. The Klassen family was simply told 
that they were to be let off in a place 
called Plum Coulee, although they had 

. originally wanted to locate in Ontario 
where they had relatives. Dick still 
remembers their arrival in this place 
vividly. They were let off at a deserted 
railway station, with no one there to 
greet them: "There was no one who said 
Hello to us. It was 10 above Fahrenheit, 
and a cold wind." 

After a time, they did find a man who 
abruptly informed them that he needed 
"eene Mejal onn een Benjel" to work 
for him. So young Dietrich went with his 
oldest sister, to work on this farm. This 
was only for two weeks, though, to help 
with the harvest, and then it was on to 
looking for work on other farms in the 
area. 

After about a year in the Plum Coulee 
area the Klassen family bought a farm 
near Steinbach. They had hoped to be 
able to farm there, but found the land to 
be "only bush and stone." However, 
they stayed on, working where they 
could to pay for the land. Dick, as he 
came to be known in Canada, tells the 
story of the time when he had travelled 
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to Morris, Manitoba, in search of work. 
When a man approached him at the 
train station to ask if he was looking for 
work, he accepted. They had been told 
that there were many French-speaking 
people in this area, so Dick asked the 
man whether he was French. 

"No," the man replied, "Are you?" 
"No, I'm German." 
"I'm German too," said the man, 

"Mennonite." 
"Oann rad wie Plautdietsch," Dick 

concludes with a hearty laugh. 
The Klassens had to suspend their 

hopes of farming after a year of struggle, 
and decided to move into Winnipeg. 
The daughters of the family (Dick's sis
ters) had been able to obtain domestic 
work in the city, and so the move to 
Winnipeg reunited the members of this 
large but close family. They shared a 
home with another Mennonite family in 
the North End of Winnipeg until the 
spring of 1928. They moved to North 
Kildonan where they had purchased a 
five-acre plot of land at the foot of Edi
son Avenue. They built their own home 
on this plot of land. The elder Mr. 
Klassen's plan was "do some garden
ing." He would grow vegetables and 
take them by wagon to the more popu
lated neighborhoods to the south to sell. 
So, on May 17 of that year, the week they 
moved, they planted potatoes. "That 
was the beginning," says Dick. 

This area in North Kildonan had been 
purchased by the Winnipeg Mennonite 
Immigrant Community from the munic
ipality of North Kildonan. The purpose 
from the outset was to divide this land 
into "chicken and garden plots" to be 
sold in turn to Mennonite immigrants. 
The Mennonite community had first 
tried to purchase a piece of land on the 
West side of Winnipeg, but had been 
turned down by the counci I for that area 
who, not knowing what Mennonites 
were, expressed suspicion of these 
immigrants. In North Kildonan, one of 
the councilmen was a funeral director 

named Bardal, who put in a good word 
for these aspi ring settlers. "They're good 
people," he had said, thus persuading 
his fellow counsellors to approve the 
sale of the land. Since that time many 
Mennonites from North Kildonan have 
had the Bardal Funeral Home handle the 
arrangements when there was a death in 
the family. 

This purchase of land was the basis for 
what American sociologist J. W. Fretz 
would, after a visit in the late forties, call 
the "first urban colony." It was a place 
where Mennonites could live cheaply 
with their own people while taking 
::tdvantage of the opportunities for jobs 
thatthe city had to offer. The community 
remains a haven for new generations of 
immigrants coming now from such 
places as Mexico and South America. 

When they first arrived in Winnipeg, 
the Klassen family attended a Menno
nite Brethren "Mission Church" on 
Burrows Avenue. It was called the 
"North End" church. When they first 
moved to North Ki Idonan, they were too 
far from this church to travel there. As it 
was too far to walk and there were only 
two cars in the entire community, they 
began to hold services in one another's 
homes. Dick's brother George had 
studied the Bible in Russia and had been 
involved in church work, so he became 
the first minister to his newly-formed 

Gertrude Klassen, with first house and 
first child. 



congregation. At first the Klassen home 
was the place of worship. Then another 
Klassen, who lived a little nearer the 
centre o f the community and who had a 
slightly larger room, had the services in 
his home. However, these Klassens had 
their barn attached to their house, and 
the worship services had their moments. 
Dick recalls: "The cow was in there too, 
and it would depend on wh ich way the 
wind was blowing. We didn't mind it, 
though," he adds. "We even had a choir 
there. It was very simple and we were all 
in the same boat, the same 'richness'." 

The Mennonite immigrants built a 
church in North Kildonan in 1930. They 
started to build the church on Novem
ber 10, and held theirfirst council meet
ing there on December 15. The new 
church was also the site of the Christmas 
service that year: "We built that church 
all together: a Mennonite church and an 
MB church all together. It was a good 
time," says Dick. He worked together 
with members from the General Con
ference of Mennonites for many years, 
and "that was very good," he says. 
There is a note of sadness in his voice 
when he tells of the day in 1935 that he 
found out that the "GCs" in their group 
were splitting off to begin their own 
church. Despite the separation of the 
two congregations, their church con
tinued to grow. They had built an addi
tion in 1932, and had to build on again in 
1941, and once again in 1950. 

Dick got married on August 9, 1931. In 
1930 he had found the right girl, Ger
trude Langemann. Her family was will
ing to accept him, but on one condi
tion; that they wait for one year. Dick 
thought that wasn't too bad, but they set 
the date right away. They were married 
in the little church on Devon Avenue 
which had been built the winter before. 
That spring Dick's boss had said: 

Gertrude and Dietrich Klassen. 

"You're crazy to get married." They had 
no money. "We love each other and the 
Lord will provide for us," Dick replied. 
"How can He provide when you have 
nothing?" had been the response. Dick 
did find enough work that spring to raise 
$150, which he used to buy lumber. In 
the meantime, the Klassen family had 
divided the family's five-acre lot into 
five one-acre parcels; one each for the 
three brothers, one for the father, and 
one for "busi ness." That spri ng, with the 
lumber he had bought Dick began to 
build a house for himself and his pro
spective bride on his one-acre plot of 
land. He did the work when the time 
was available: "Each morning before 
going to the job, four rows of shingles 
could be done. And in the evening until 
dark we worked." Dick even painted 
the shingles, so he could have clean 
run-off water. The house was small; 
14 x 20, with the bedroom 8 by 10 feet, 
but well made and comfortable. 

In Winnipeg in the early years Dick 
Klassen held many different jobs. He 
had worked for a time during the first 
winter in a candy factory. In the spring 
he got a job in a machine shop repairing 
machinery. After he had arrived in 
North Kildonan he was able to get a job 
as a carpenter. This was a job he liked. 
He worked for a number of years for the 
same man, who liked him equally. 
When this man, a Mr. Moore, needed 
another worker he wou Id ask Dick: "Do 
you know somebody?" Through this 
connection he was able to get jobs for 
"many, many people," members of the 
Mennonite community. 

However, steady work continued to 
be difficult to find. Eventual-lyDick and 
his brothers started their own business. 
This began in 1935, when they were 
approached by a man to makescrew-on 
heels for ladies' high-heel shoes, at two 

cents a pair, all materials supplied. The 
Klassen brothers worked hard that 
winter to produce these heels, and by 
spring they were ready. Those who had 
commissioned the work were not, how
ever. They had been unable to sell these 
new heels, and went bankrupt. That w as 
the start, though, of this family enter
prise. They were able to keep the 
machines with which their employers 
had provided them: a three-horsepower 
motor, a lathe, and a punch press. In 
1936 the brothers began a working rela
tionship which was to last the next 33 
years. 

In the meantime, family life was also 
important: "The Lord gave us six chil
dren - four boys and two girls; first two 
boys, then two girls, then two more 
boys, all born between 1933 and 1947." 
All of the children live in the general 
vicinity of North Kildonan, as do all of 
the grandchildren but one, who lives in 
Calgary. One son and a son,-in-Iaw 
now operate the family business. Two 
sons are firemen, and the other son and 
son-in-law own businesses in the com
munity. One daughter worked at the 
Children's Hospital before she got mar
ried. The other works at Klassen Broth
ers, where she manages the office. Mr. 
Klassen also has 18 grandchildren and 
now 14 great-grandchildren, so that, he 
says, with spouses "at the present t ime 
we are 54." "And they come home 
gladly, all of them!" mm 
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HODle Birth: 
an incredible experience 
by Peter Petkau 

ViC and Kathy Pankratz are a young 
couple with two children, David and 
Ja~on. Recently Vic and Kathy had a ter
rifi c experience. Their son Jason was 
born on April 9, at home. 

For many of us the idea of childbirth at 
home is strange and unsafe. We have 
become accustomed to the hospitals 
and the medical profession being the 
place and the people who deliver 
babies. A generation ortwo ago mothers 
were persuaded to come to the hospitals 
where special maternity wards were 
prepared. There were just too many 
possibiliti es for complications and 
problems developing in the home. Vic 
and Kathy also had those feelings. They 
had the arguments for hospital deliv
eries from the medical profession as 
well as from friends and relatives. But it 
was because of a number of circum
stances that they began to explore the 
homebirth concept. 

When their first son David was born 
in the hospital three years ago the par
ents were happy, but they felt something 
was missing. The hospital staff and their 
doctor were professionals and medi
cally competent. They did their jobs 
well. But both Vic and Kathy felt that 
there had been an emotional distance 
between them and the hospital people. 
Kathy had the feeling that she was not in 
control of her natural birthing rhythm . 
She was given pain killing drugs and 
intravenous injections. These affected 
her ability to be fully aware of herself 
and how she was responding physically 
and emotionally to the birth of her own 
child . 

Because there were so many strang
ers, nurses and other staff present, she 
felt a sense of interference. Both Vic and 
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Kathy expressed an uneasiness and 
uncertainty. It was difficult for them to 
accept them in this time when they felt 
intimate and close to each other. They 
referred to a feeling of over-protection 
and at the same time there was also an 
awareness of professional distance from 
the hospital staff to them. Vic had the 
perception that it was only another 
operation that needed . medical atten
tion . 

Both also realized that David was 
their first birth experience and every
thing that happened was for the first 
time. This added to their tension. But 
they felt that these needs should have 
been addressed by their doctor during 
prenatal checkups. They needed to have 
been more prepared to understand the 
sterile clean atmosphere of the hospital. 
So for their next child they were deter
mined to read and gain more informa
tion . They wanted the next time to be a 
better time. It was a coincidence that a 
friend gave her a card from a Manitoba 
midwife. Upon her recommendation 
Kathy went to a different doctor. Kathy 
found the new doctor more understand
ing and open to their feelings and con
cerns. At this time her sister, who was 
living in Ontario, gave birth at her hos
pital with the aid of a midwife. By now 
Kathy was considering a home birth. 
They received support and information 
from the midwife. 

From their family and friends they got 
a more mixed reaction . Vic's mother 
expressed her concern and wanted 
them to have the baby in the hospital. 
Even though she asked a number of 
times whether they had changed their 
mind, Vic and Kathy still felt her support 
and caring. Some of their brothers and 
sisters were strongly in favour, others 
were not. Kathy recalled the questions 
they asked, but most of them were still 
supportive and helpful. 

The book, Birth Reborn by Dr. Michel 

O 'dent of France, was a great help, as 
were some of the writings of Sheila Kit
singer. Dr. O'dent has established birth
ing centres in France that are staffed by 
doctors and midwives. In his book he 
states that women are better able to dea l 
with the pain if they are aware of their 
body's natural birthing rhythms. Kathy 
wanted to experience such a natural 
birth. She and her husband wanted to 
feel in control and experience a greater 
sense of possession. They also wanted to 
be together as a family. They did not 
want Vic at home, David with relatives, 
and Kathy and the baby in the hospital.' If 
they had the baby at home they would 
not be separated. 

When they asked their doctor, he 
cooperated and said he would be avail
able if there was any need. Kathy went 
to see him for the prenatal checkups. As 
the pregnancy progressed, Kathy and 
Vic prepared for the home birth . They 
promised their doctor that they would 
phone him when the labor began. Oth
erwise they, with the midwife, were in 
complete control of the birthing pro
cess. With the emotional and factual 
support of the midwife they felt they 
were ready. 

The midwife came to their home reg
ularly throughout Kathy's pregnancy. 
She would do a thorough prenatal 
checkup each time. She made friends 
with David and let him be her helper. 
David, Vic and Kathy accepted her as 
their birthing companion. This rela
tionship provided opportunities to ask 
many questionss. The midwife ex
plained every aspect of the birth experi
ence and shared her optimism and 
strength. They felt secure knowing that it 
was safe to have the baby at home. If 
complications developed, the midwife, 
the doctor and the hospital were there to 
assist. 

Kathy vividly recalls the night of April 
9, 1986. She and Vic had been timing 



her contractions that evening. At two in 
the morning she woke up with strong 
contraction s. This w as th e time for 
which they had been waiting. She called 
the midwife to come and she and Vic 
prepared to leave. They had made 
arrangements to move to her brother's 
home for the birth because their own 
apartment was not sound-proof and 
they wanted complete privacy. At five in 
the morning they chased him and his 
family out and Vic and Kathy moved in. 
On an earlier occasion they had pre
pared the linens, sheets, pads and disin
fectants. They were ready. 

By nine-thirty the contractions were 
hard and painful. Suddenly the midwife 
spoke up, telling them Kathy was 6 cm 
dilated. Kathy wondered how she knew 
without doing an examination. The 
midwife pointed to th e changed 
breathing pattern and the fact that 
Kathy's voice had become huskier. The 
contractions became more intense and 
closer together, but then they stopped 
for a few moments. The midwife told her 
she was now fully dilated. 

Throughout these hours of pain and 
rest, Kathy and Vicremember the feel
ings of intimacy, security and a strong 
sense of control. Kathy felt in tune w ith 
her body. This emotional energy helped 
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her to deal with the pain and the fatigue 
better than the medication at the hospi
tal. At the hospital the nurses had told 
when to push and to push hard. Now, 
when the urge to push engulfed her she 
let her body push or rest as it needed to. 

At nine minutes to noon Kathy gave 
birth to a baby boy. Vic recalls the joy 
and the exuberance. "A miracle, a gift of 
God, an incredible experience." He 
also remembered the worry and the 
fears in the maternity ward at the hospi
tal with the first birth. This time there 
was no fear. He was nervous and excited 
but the presence of the midwife and the 
knowledge that they had been in control 
gave him and Kathy security. 

Both of them agreed their home birth 
experience had drawn them into a more 
intimate relationship. They shared the 
pain and the joys in a very personal way. 
The comforting surroundings of home 
and the fact that just the important peo
ple were present was tremendously sat
isfying. Kathy loved the experience and 
was proud that she and Vic had done it 
together. 

Looking back to the birth of Jason, 
Kathy asserted that she would never do 
it any other way . Her friends had 
warned her that something might hap
pen, and this fear scares women. But 
there was no need to be worried or think 
that the hospital was the safest and only 
place to give birth. Both of them felt that 
this had been their choice, and even if 
something unforeseen had developed, 
this was their decision. Because of the 
tremendously positive experience they 
had, Vic and Kathy knew they would 
cherish it for the rest of thei r lives. 

They realized that the medical pro
fession in Manitoba is generally against 
home births and that some doctors are 
hesitant to provide support. Their ability 
to help is limited. Vic and Kathy had 
serious concerns about the sense of 
remoteness and the emotional and 
physical discomforts in the hospitals. 
They expressed the need for more pri
vacy and more comfort. For them the 
home could provide these more ade
quately. But Vic and Kathy also credited 
the hospitals and medical staff with their 
concern for safety. They also maintained 
that there is a definite place for the hos
pital maternity services. 

Kathy and Vic chose to have Jason 
born at home. They made this choice for 
themselves. Both felt that each family 
must decide for itself. Each situation is 
different. But this family is proud and 
thankful that the birth of their second 
son was normal and that he could be 
born at home. mm 
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This edition we announce the winner of 
the April puzzle and from among the 
entries, Mrs. John J. Janzen of Plum Cou
lee was selected winner. 

Answers to the April puzzle are mate, 
item, beard, large, lease and belittle. 

The letters are to be re-arranged and 
written in the squares to form words. Let
ters which fall into the squares with Circles 
are to be arranged to complete the answer 
at the bottom of the puzzle; the drawing to 
the right provides a clue. 

A winner will be drawn from among the 
contest entries and the prize awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror office 
by July 10, 1986. 

Name 
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City/Town 

Postal Code 

Send Entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203-818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
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observed along the way 
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by Roy Vogt · 

SUMMER 1986 

• With this June column we com
plete 15 years of publication. Those 15 
years have gone by amazingly quickly. 
We have often asked ourselves, "Is there 
really a Mennonite community out 
there?" Sociologists tell us that-one of 
the biggest dilemmas of modern life is 
the breakdown of communities. In the 
cities especially, where most of us now 
live, most people become anonymous 
individuals. Even in our Mennonite 
churches we get together for only one 
hour a week. We greet each other, wor
ship for an hour, say our good byes, and 
then for the rest of the week we interact 
with many other people, usually in a 
fairly superficial way. Many Mennonites 
still have strong family links, but are 
there other things that hold us together? 
Our magazine is one small effort to keep 
such other links alive. The response that 
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I often get to this little personal column 
indicates that we do continue to care for 
each other and remain interested in 
each other. Let's hope that continues for 
some ti me yet. 

• One of the things that clearly brings 
us together is music-making. Especially 
here in Manitoba we seem to be blessed 
by a large number of very good musi
cians, the fruit of those labors begun 
long ago by people like Ben Horch. One 
morning in church we are deeply 
moved by the University Singers under 
the direction of Henry Engbrecht, par
ticularly by the singing of Rose Van
derhooft in a beautiful song by Mozart. 
On another Sunday evening we hear the 
combined choirs of the Steinbach Bible 
College and the Steinbach Regional 
Secondary School in a rendition of the 
St. Celia Mass by Gounod. I am aston
ished at the ability of the two conduc
tors, Rudy Schellenberg and Ed Hilde
brand, to immerse their students in this 
fine liturgical music. When I was grow
ing up in Steinbach it would have been 
virtually impossible to bring these two 
choirs together, especially for the sing
ing of such a mass. Fortunately a new 
spirit has emerged. 

• Before summer really begins we 
also take in the final performance of the 
Manitoba opera season, Madame But
terfly. The plot to this opera is quite 
interesting and the music extremely 
beautiful, but I still find it difficult to 
sustain my interest throughout. My 
father loved opera more than any other 
musical form and he hoped that at least 
one of his six sons would inherit his 
tastes. On the whole I find the story lines 
too implausible and the action much too 
slow. The hero spends half an hour ago
nizing over his love for a woman who 
we know will be a tragic choice; he then 
spends the next hour slowly revealing 
his love for the woman, and the final 
hour is spent lamenting her death, 
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departure, or betrayal. Actually, that is 
what most drama seems to be about, but 
in opera for some reason I always find 
myself racing far ahead of the story. 

• Early in summer I have a rather 
shocking experience. The death of the 
mother of some former close friends, 
whom I haven't seen for more than 
twenty years, brings us all together at a 
funeral service in W innipeg. I look 
around for my former friends to see if I 
will still recognize them. They in turn 
look for me. We meet in the vestibule of 
the church, look doubtfully at each 
other, and then conclude with surprise 
that this is really what we have become. 
Grayer, somewhat paunchier - truly 
middle aged. There is something sad as 
well as joyful about the embraces that 
ensue. We have looked our own aging 
in the face. A few days later I am moved 
to buy the book, How A Man Ages. 

• Maybe this is why I also spend time 
one morning buying my first set of new 
golf clubs in more than ten years. Golf 
clubs can be renewed, and hopefully 
one's favorite game can be redeemed. 
The clubs I buy are guaranteed not to 
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slice or hook. From now on the ball will 
go straight into the bush . Which it does, 
often, on my very first game at Pine 
Ridge. Even my illusions seem to have a 
shorter I ife these days. 

• This spirit of melancholy is broken 
in a wonderful way one morning in May 
when our son-in-law, who is still suf
fering the pangs of an early defeat to the 
Calgary Flames, calls us to let us know 
that we have become grandparents for a 
second time. Another seemingly healthy 
boy, Ryan John, with a shock of dark red 
hair. They have planned well; the birth 
falls exactly on grandmother's birthday 
and at a time of year when it is easy for 
grandmother to spend some time in 
Edmonton relieving the new mother. 
The new mother seems to be fitter than 
all the rest of us; the day of the birth she 
walks to the hospital cafeteria with a 
friend for dinner. Nothing astonishes me 
more than the miracle of birth itself, and 
the new life that it brings into a family. 
We look forward to having them all at 
our cottage this summer. 

• And oh yes, the cottage. We wait 
patiently through most of April and May 
for the rains to end. Then on the Victoria 
Day weekend the time is ripe to start the 
plumbing system for another season. 
Someone, unfortunately, broke into the 
place during the winter, but a broken 
screen seems all that was damaged . 
Then, with the help of our good neigh
bor, the pump is made to work very 
quickly. We are just congratulating our
selves over the smooth operation when 
we notice water spewing out of the hose 
next to the hot water tank. Oh joy! The 
system must be shut off and some repair 
work is hastily undertaken. Once again I 
marvel at the resourcefulness of our 
neighbor. He must be wondering by 
now who inflicted us on him. However, 
a few hours later everything is function
ing well and I have learned a few prac
tical lessons in the process. A long walk 
through the woods restores our equi
librium and we look forward to a long 
warm summer. 

• Before that summer arrives there is, 
of course, some work to be done. About 
4,000 academics are landing at the Uni
versity of Manitoba in late May, early 
June, to share their research findings. I 
am reporting on two different projects, 
and there is naturally a last-minute drive 
to get everything done. 

• During these summer days there is 
also an interesting wedding to attend 
and numerous meetings regarding the 
Mennonite Village Museum and the 
Mennonite Mirror. We also welcome 
Peter and Greti Peters back from India 
for a short visit. Having spent the last 

two years in Calcutta they now find 
Winnipeg to be almost a deserted city. 
They can't get over our spacious, empty 
streets and lawns. They also breathe in 
our fresh air with gratitude. 

• BeforeJune isoverwe plan a visitof 
several weeks to England. We have 
talked our son into going back to Oxford 
University for his graduation, so that we 
can observe that ancient ceremony. 
Then we will travel into the west coun
try, as far as Land's End in Cornwall. Ever 
since I read Thomas Hardy's novel, 
Return of the Native in Grade 12, under 
the inspiration of our teacher, the late 
Jacob Peters, I have been haunted by the 
Wessex moors which feature so promi
nently in his works. We now want to 
find these moors in Dorset and Corn
wall. Perhaps we will also find Eustacia 
Vye, the girl from Return of the Native 
with whom all the boys fell in love. 
Actually, that girl came to Winnipeg 
from England in 1954 and I managed to 
catch her before anyone else did. She 
was, after all, a Celtic lassie with beau
tiful brown eyes. Together with Eustacia 
Vye I now look forward to exploring 
Hardy country. 

• One more very pleasant experi
ence awaits us this summer: the mar
riage of our son at the end of July. He 
heeded his grandfather's advice (which I 
ignored), that a man should not marry 
before the age of 25. We look forward 
especially to the inclusion of a new 
daughter in our family. We hope that 

you too will have a good summer, and 
look forward to meeting you again 
through this column in September. Bon 
Voya_ge. mm 
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A powerful first novel 
A review by AI Reimer 
Andreas Schroeder, Dustship Glory, 
Doubleday Canada, 1986, 218 pp., 
$19.95. 

If you're looking for a light summer read, 
something to while away a few relaxed 
hours at the cottage or on a flight to Expo 
in Vancouver, you may as well skip the 
rest of thi s review. This powerful first 
novel by Andreas Schroeder demands a 
reader who is willing to read with total 
attention, is more interested in truth than 
entertainment, and has a stomach strong 
enough to accept some of the most 
revolting details and unsavory images I 
have ever encountered in a novel. 

With this short but densely packed 
novel Andreas Schroeder joins a select 
group of prairie novelists ranging from 
Phillip Frederick Grove and Sinclair 
Ross to Margaret Laurence and Rudy 
Wiebe. Dustship Glory is a Depression
era docu- novel about a mad "prophet" 
who dared to act out his "vision" by 
singlehandedly constructing an ocean
going steel ship on the bald Saskatche
wan prairie a thousand miles from any 
sea. His name was Tom Sukanen and he 
was a Finnish homesteader who like 
thousands of other European immi
grants had come to the New World in 
search of a better life. But he was hardly 
a typical homesteader. The bitter victim 
of an ill-advised marriage in Minnesota, 
he was an eccentric loner, suspicious of 
everyone, incapable of friendship or 
ordinary social intercourse. He was also 
a self- taught mechanical genius who 
knew how to improvise and manipulate 
his mad dream into reality. 

The facts of this grim story are starkly 
simple. For ten years - from 1931-41 -
Sukanen labored on his self-designed 
ship, shaping huge hull timbers, rolling 
steel sheets, driving rivets, all with a 
singleminded purpose that amounted to 
an insane obsession, at least so his hos
tile neighbors saw it. They called him a 
"ringading nutcase," "that Devi I's mes
senger, " and worse. They accused him 
of frightening their children, insulting 
the wives (he believed women were 
either mindless "chickens" or "witch
es" outto harm men), and of living like a 
fi Ithy beast. 
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What appeared to be a ludicrously 
harebrained project, had actually been 
planned down to tpe last practical 
detail. Old Tom intended to drag his 
finished ship 15 miles to the South Sas
katchewan, then float it (the massive 
keel on a separate raft) through the 
northern Canadian river system to Hud
son Bay, and ultimately steam back to 
Finland. To accomplish this plan, the 
"crazy Finn" worked literally night and 
day, year after year, and the steady beat 
of his twin forge hammers on sheets of 
steel drove his closest neighbors almost 
to distraction. 

In the grip of his vision , Sukanen 
eventually sacrificed everything - first 
his farm, then his animals and finally his 
own health. In the depths of the Depres
sion, his money and resources gone, he 
resorted to eating grasshoppers, raw 
grain soaked in water, and putrid, raw 
horse meat. After he had finished the 
hull of his ship he moved into it, emerg
ing only to work at his forge and to for
age for food and scrap materials. He 
stank like a hundred goats and his 
mouth bled from the steel bars with 
screws for teeth which he had fasioned 
as crude dentures after his teeth had rot
ted out. In the end he was weak and sick 
but still working outside in 30 below 
winter weather. Finally, men from the 
community came to take him away so 
that he could be committed to an 
institution. He died in a North Battleford 
clinic in 1943, a pathetic shell of a 
human being as completely withdrawn 
into himself as he had once immured 
himself in the bowels of his ship. 

Those are some of the bare-boned 
facts from which Schroeder has recon
structed this disturbing, almost unbear
able novel. The story is told in bits and 
pieces by various "witnesses," mem
bers of the community who even in ret
rospect say disparaging, even hateful 
things about the strange man who defied 
the community at a time when it was 
being ground down in a churning dust 
bowl that knew no mercy. This multi
ple-narrator technique provides a doc
umentary-style authenticity (the author 
claims to have invented the characters 
but not what they have to say), but it 

does not make for a smooth-reading 
narrative line. Interwoven with the per
sonal reminiscences are dramat ized 
flashbacks to his earlier life and gritty, 
often repellent descriptions of hi s 
relentless work on his project. 

Schroeder's major challenge in thi s 
novel is to make his repulsive, driven 
hermit-eccentric into a primitive but 
believable "prophet," that is a man with 
a real vision and the strength of wi II and 
courage to pursue that vision in spite of 
all natural obstacles and the mean-spir
ited opposition of the lesser people 
around him who consider him a threat 
to themselves and a shame to thei r soci 
ety. That he succeeds says much for 
Schroeder's skill and integrity as a 
writer . A lesser writer might have 
inflated such a protagonistto mytholog
ical dimensions, or else "humanized" 
him by sanitizing him, that is removing 
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the more di stasteful elements from his 
character and substituting at least a few 
redeeming traits that would make him 
more sympath etic to th e reader. 
Sch roeder does neither. He depicts 
Sukanen with all the personal ugliness 
of character and the anti - social and 
bruti sh habits he had in real life. 

By counterpointing Sukanen's fierce 
cre ative energy against the over
whelmingly destructive forces of the 
prai rie drought, Schroeder gives depth 
and resonance to the mad Finn's quest 
without having to resort to melodrama 
and character distortion . The commu
nity sees only the despised outsider, the 
crazed hermit who can't even see to his 
own materi al well-being, who lacks the 
"common sense" to see what a stub
born, self- defeating fool he is. As sober, 
decent, morally outraged members of 
the community they are blind entirely to 
his higher perceptions, his integrity of 
character, his inexhaustible courage. 
They fail to see how the diabolical forces 
of nature oppressing them have reduced 
their human vision, coarsened their 
perceptions, soured their feelings. 

Sukanen, for his part, refuses to senti
mentalize his own feelings towards the 
community. He hardens himself to their 
insults and rebuffs, despises them for 
their craven conformity and selfish petty 
concerns. "Egyptians," he calls them, 
people for whom material well-being is 
the be-all and end-all of life, miserable 
busybodies and time-servers addicted 
only to concrete reality and safe ways, 
creatures of habit who live in a noisy 
"circus" known as society and lack the 
imagination and nerve ever to get out of 
themselves, transcend their narrow per
sonal interests. Old Tom is a prophet 
because he had the intell igence and 
courage to peer into the unknown. As 
one witness says, he was "always 
lookin' for something' that ya couldn't 
buy." 

As neighbor, husband, father and 

member of a human community, Su
kanen must be seen as a failure (as 
indeed in some sense are all prophets), 
but as a shaper of his own destiny, as an 
indomitable fighter against the brute 
insensibility of the physical world and 
the selfi sh incomprehension of the 
small-minded people around him, he 
displays some of the elements of the 
tragic hero. His loyalty is towards a 
higher reality than that clung to by the 
other characters in the novel, even than 
those few who like his nephew Avro and 
the Finnish farmer Vihtori Markulla 
sympathize with him and at least try to 
understand him. When his brother 
Aleksis asks him why he can't go back to 
Finland on a passenger ship that would 
cost only $88, Tom's lofty answer is: 
"The Cunard Line ... sails only to ' 
places where people like you want to 
go. " 

But the others want no part of Old 
Tom's vision. Lost in a boiling sea of dust 
and wind, they reject his ark as unreal, 
as an illusion as diabolical as the 
drought itself. They can't forgive him for 
ignoring their plight as well as his own, 
for not caring about their material con
cerns, for being so much stronger, for 
being dedicated to a cause so much less 
selfish than their own. So they vilify him 
for living like an animal, try to disrupt his 
building and to hound him out of the 
community. He is their convenient 
scapegoat, and like all scapegoats is 
hated and despised for the sins and 
weaknesses of those who create the 
scapegoat. Ironically, Sukanen accepts 
his own lowliness, learns the humility of 
the true prophet. In what is the dramatic 
and thematic climax of the novel, he is 
caught in a savage twister that hurls him 
to the ground with such force he is ren
dered unconscious. It is a symbolic 
death from which he awakens to dis
cover another survivor - a tiny dung
beetle. Tom toys w ith the beetle, testing 
its will to survive. He builds a little ring 
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of fire around the insect and watches in 
admi ration as it escapes a fiery death by 
burrowing straight down into the 
ground. He names his ship Sontianen, 
shit-beetle. 

This, I repeat, is not a pleasant novel 
to read. Some readers will chafe at the 
extremely tight control Schroeder 
maintains over his material from begin
ning to end. Tom Sukanen is surely the 
most unprepossessing, the coarsest and 
most cross-grained prophet ever to 
appear in a novel. The author does not 
even perm it himse lf "to know Su
kanen's inner thoughts," as he says in 
his Preface. All he has attempted to do 
"is merely to clarify the forces at work in 
the man and the decade, leaving the 
reader in a better position to make 
whatever judgements he deems neces
sary . . .. " 

For some readers that may not suffice. 
They will wish for more direction, a 
stronger sense of identification with a 
protagonist who ranges from unattrac
tive to downright repulsive, except for 
rare moments of spiritual illumination. 
There will be readers, however - many 
one hopes - who will find rewards 
enough in Schroeder's vividly iconic 
prose, his complex structural crafts
manship and above all in his rugged 
integrity and purity of vision as a novel
ist concerned with the subtle truths 
glimmering faintly in the dung-heaps of 
human experience. mm 
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The Dark Side of the Story 
a review of The Color Purple 
by Ralph Friesen 

Every people's story has its dark side. 
The most famous example is the ancient 
Hebrews, who, in the Old Testament, 
did not shrink from describing a multi
tude of sins including jealousy, 
dupli c ity, rape, incest and murder. 
Great national leaders like Saul and 
David are eulogized, but the writers, 
apparently not in fear of censorship, also 
give unsparing accounts of these men's 
wrong- doings. 

They might have been more circum
spect if they'd been using film, instead of 
the oral tradition and the written word, 
to tell their story. Film has the power to 
evoke strong emotion, and, through the 
illusion of an exact imitation of life, to 
convince the unsophisticated viewer 
that it is a true record of events. Film is 
also a medium which thrives on drama 
and emotion, which is one reason that it 
so frequently takes evil for a subject. 

It would be artistically and morally 
dishonest for a director who seeks to tell 
the story of a people, to avoid the dark 
side of the story. That is what some crit
ics in the Mennonite community have 
said about David Dueck's And When 
They Shall Ask - that it fai Is to take into 
account the possibility, or probability, 
that some of the sufferi ng the Men
'nonites in Russia endured, they brought 
upon themselves. 

On the other side of this issue is the 
fact that film can easily distort history so 
as to make people look worse than they 
really were. Of course, the evils of real
ity always exceed anything that the 
imagination can dream up through any 
art form, but the artist sti II has a respon
sibility not to exaggerate wickedness 
just because it makes the story more 
exciting. 

This is what some Black Americans 
are accusing Steven Spielberg of having 
done in The Color Purple. It is Black 
American men in particular who are 
angry with the film, because of the way 
they are portrayed in it. All the Black 
men in The Color Purple are either bru
tal or foolish, and some are both. The 
object of their brutality is Black women. 

Recently, Ph i I Donah ue hosted a 
panel of four Black people - one a TV 
producer, one a representative of the 
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National Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People (NAACP), one a 
university professor anti one a film his
torian - who were called upon to give 
their opinions of the film. In varying 
degrees, the three male members of the 
panel hated it. The single dissenting 
voice came from the university pro
fessor, a woman. 

The film is based on a novel with the 
same title, written by Alice Walker, a 
Black woman. It is written from the point 
of view of Celie, who as a young girl is 
sexually abused and as a wife is treated 
like dirt. 

Celie's strongest emotional tie is with 
her sister, trom whom she is forcibly 
separated by her jealous husband, and 
with a woman named Shug, who turns 
out to have been her husband's old 
flame. To handle her suffering, Celie 
writes letters to God, which become the 
narrative line of the story. Celie's suffer
ing originates partly in the conditions of 
Black people in the early part of the 
century in the American south - but 
mainly it originates from the cruelty of 
men. 

That's why the Black men on the 
panel were so angry. The message the 
film seems to be conveying to the world 
- and Spielberg'S films actually do 
speak to almost the entire globe - is that 
this is what Black men were like: Nasty. 
Callous. Tyrannical. 

Film depends on raising emotions. 
The emotions raised by The Color Pur
ple are the classic tragic ones of pity and 
terror, stemming from the audience's 
identification with poor Celie, and from 
the revulsion felt toward her husband, 
especiafly. 

A white person in Phil Donahue's TV 
studio audience said that the panelists 
were being "supersensitive." The pan
elists seemed to fear that audiences will 
come away from the movie thinking, 
"So that's what Black men are really like 
- it doesn't surprise me in the least." 
The audience member thought that 
audiences should be given more credit; 
that they're not that simple-minded. But 
the panelists were not to be swayed from 
their conviction that images shape 
attitudes, and images as vivid and 

powerful as those in The Color Purple 
cannot help but reinforce a negative 
stereotype of the Black male. 

The fact is, it's a beautiful movie. 
Having heard all the discussion about it, 
I felt urged to see it. As a male - albeit 
white ~ I did not leave the theatre feel 
ing that my maleness had been under 
attack; rather, I felt uplifted and cleansed 
because I had witnessed the triumph of 
good over evil against great odds. And I 
am not conscious that my impression of 
Black American men has changed for 
the worse. 

But then, if the terms of reference of 
the film were changed - if, say, it had 
been a historical drall1a about the Men
nonites of southern Manitoba - I might 
well have felt that I'd been unfairly 
attacked. And I wouldn't have been 
pleased that it was a non-Mennonite 
who directed the film and influenced 
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what people were going to think about 
my culture, nor that some woman writer 
was hanging all this dirty laundry out for 
all the world to see. Keep in mind, too, 
that, in general, a Black man's manhood 
is more threatened than a white man's, if 
for no other reason than that an impor
tant component to manhood is holding 
a job, and the Black unemployment rate 
is far higher than the American national 
average. 

Is there a case for censorship, then? 
Should The Color Purple be banned 
from the movie screens of the world 
because of the harm it is doing to Black 
men? No one on the Phil Donahue show 
suggested this. Even if it were possible it 
would have the unpleasant flavour of 
the suppression of the right of freedom 
of expression. 

A sensible alternative was suggested, 
however: that the problem is that too 
few movies about Black people are 
made. If more were made, a more com
prehensive and balanced picture of the 
Black experience would emerge. 

The same could be said of Men
nonites. We have a respectable amount 
of material to turn to if we want to read 
our story, if we want to see it in print. But 
in film (is it the medium's emotion and 
old associations with immorality that we 
fear?) there is not much, there is not 
enough. 

The fact is that incest and wife-beat
ing are not unknown among Men
nonites, either in the past or in the 
present. Perhaps these things were 
appropriate for The Color Purple 
because they function as metaphors for 
oppression, and oppression is central to 
the experience of Blacks both in the U.S. 
and Africa. 

Oppression, both political and spir
itual, is also part of the Mennonite expe
rience. All kinds of books attest to this. 
But which film, up to now, has shown 
the elementary truth that Mennonites 
are in certain ways their own worst 
oppressors? mm 
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Sanctuary: 
The Ne\V Underground 
Railroad 

Review by John Friesen 

Renny Golden and Michael McConnell, 
Sanctuary: The New Underground Rail
road, (Orbis Books, Maryknoll, NY 
705545, 1986), 214 pages paperback. 

Renny Golden and Michael McCon
nell have given us a fascinating, often 
frightening, but comprehensive report 
on, and from, the sanctuary movement 
in the United States and Mexico. They 
appear to cover it all - how it began, 
what it is accomplishing today, what it 
hopes to accomplish, how churches are 
learning to work with refugees, how the 
experience has affected communities of 
faith, and what might be in store for the 
future. Michael is a United Church of 
Christ minister and Renny is a professor 
at Northeastern Illinois University. This 
is not a critical report. Both authors are 
members of the Chicago Religious Task 
Force on Central America and are expe
rienced 'conductors' on the under
ground railroad. Their involvement in 
the movement is evident - their 
account is intimate and passionate. 

The sanctuary movement began on 
March 24, 1982, on the second anniver
sary of the murder in EI Salvador of 
Archbishop Romero, when the South
side Presbyterian Church in Tuscon, 
Arizona, and 5 East Bay, California, 
churches declared their buildings to be 
sanctuaries for Guatemalan and EI Sal
vadoran refugees. Since then hundreds 
of faith communities across United 
States have done the same, declaring 
their opposition to the U.S. Adm inistra
tion's policy regarding Central Ameri
can refugees and its policy of economic 
exploitation and military intervention. 
According to the authors, 70,000 peo
ple have participated in the sanctuary 
movemellt. 

For many churches and synagogues 
this has meant division among members 
and months of intense debate, self 

examination and prayer. This process, 
often a slow and agonizing one, is 
described well . It is a process that took 
congregations beyond liberalism, past 
charity, and on to liberation. Revolu
tionary attitudes and actions do not 
come easily to middle-class, church
going, white Americans. 

Those who opened themselves to 
sanctuary, opened themselves to a 
new historical, political, and the
ological understanding of the world 
as voiced by the lowliest in our midst. 
In general, this meant a shift from 
seeing the violence of Central Amer
ica as just an aberration of a few 
"sick" torturers or ruthless dictators 
to an understanding of the systematic 
violence, the daily denial of life to the 
poor. There was also a shift away 
from calls for particularized reform to 
seeing the legitimate rights of revolu
tion. And finally, the search for the 
roots of the violence led North 
Americans to see the complicity of 
the United States in the impoverish
ment and deprivation of the poor, a 
complicity that did not start with this 
administration but went back to the 
early nineteenth century. 
As the congregations hear the stories 

told to them by the refugees from EI 
Salvador and Guatemala, their under
standing grows. And so does the 
number of churches and congregations 
willing to harbour refugees and protect 
them from the clutches of immigration 
officials and the police. The government 
maintains the actions of these churches 
are criminal. Violators face a fine of 
$2,000 and up to five years in prison for 
their act of solidarity with the oppressed 
peoples of Central America. 

Each of the seven chapters in this 
book begins with a story by a Central 
American witness who has entered 
sanctuary in the United States. For 
example, Pedro, who went out on his 
first day to document the dead bodies, 
victims of the death squads. He came 
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across the body of a woman lying in the 
road. 

She had been pregnant. Her stom
ach was split open. Inside her stom
ach the fetus had been cut and in its 
place was the head of the woman's 
husband. Several yards away lay the 
body of her husband. The fetus was 
placed where the head should have 
been. 
This book contains many stories of 

terror and violence, all the more horrific 
because they are told by the victims 
themselves. They cry out to us for help, 
to stop the violence against them. This 
book is also a crying out to North Amer
icans to recognize what we are doing to 
the people in Central America, and to 
make a choice for justice. 

The book describes what happens to 
those who make it across the border and 
then face the cruelty of the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS) agents 
who do everything in their power, legal 

. or otherwise, to get them into a plane 
and back to their country of origin. 

The authors draw a parallel to the 
abolitionist movement. They claim that 
the sanctuary movement is facing many 
of the same problems: extremist labeling 
(anti-slavery activists were often called 
communists and atheists), fear of col
laborating with groups outside of the 
church, morally compromising moder
ation and gradualism, racism, and liber
alism. 

Sanctuary supporters say the U.S. 
interprets immigration laws in a manner 
that violates United Nations rulings, and 
is in contradiction to the 1949 Geneva 
Convention, international obligations 
considered binding to signatory nations. 
Even those refugees who managed to 
apply for political refugee status are 
refused as a matter of policy (only a two 
per cent success rate), although the gov
ernment claims applications are judged 
on an individual case basis. 

The book's anecdotal style works 
well. Pages of firsthand accounts give it 
life - the ring of truth. One such 
account is an attempt by one of the 
authors at being a 'coyote' (someone 
who guides immigrants past immigra
tion officials). The story of their journey 
deep into Mexican territory is exciting, 
suspenseful, and sometimes even com
ical. That adventure was with Jim Cor
bett, an Arizona church worker, who the 
authors claim is the most successful 
coyote. Since 1981 he has brought in 700 
refugees. 

The authors have much to tell us 
about American involvement in the re
pression and institutionalized violence 
in Central America. They point out that 
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American military funding and training 
personnel increased rapidly within 
weeks after the murder of Archbishop 
Romero in 1981, and the rape and 
murder by government agents of four 
American female missionaries in EI Sal
vador that same year. Hundreds of sol
diers were brought to the United States 
for training. American counterinsur- _ 
gency planes dropped antipersonnel 
bombs on villages full of innocent peo
ple. U.S.-supplied Huey helicopters 
strafed innocent women and children 
by the thousands as they fled from thei r 
homes. As U.S. financing increased, so 
did the number of civilians being killed. 
American jet fighters and spotter planes 
made it possible to kill thousands of 
innocent villagers. And as President 
Reagan lied to the public about the 
decrease in deaths, the number of 
deaths actually increased according to 
independent human rights organiza
tions. Catechists, lay ministers, doctors, 
nurses, teachers, agricultural workers, 
refugee workers, in fact anyone who 
came in contact with the poor, were 
being targetted by government death 
squads. 

And so these American Christian 
communities see themselves as having a 
duty beyond simply helping people in 
trouble. They learn, the authors say, to 
understand their own place in the con
text of wealth in the north and poverty in 
the south. They begin to understand 
why American soldiers have invaded 
Central America 36 times since 1900. 
They understand the cost of America's 
economic empire building over the past 
150 years - its cost in misery and death 
for innocent people. They begin to see 
how they themselves have been among 
the beneficiaries of America's policies of 
economic expansion, military interven
tion, and racism - policies -that have 
resulted in the deaths of hundreds of 
thousands of Central Americans. And 
so, the sanctuary churches gradually 
begin to see themselves also as a politi
cal movement, one that understands the 
need to make fundamental changes to 
the social and economic system in their 
own countrv. 

The authors say the churches are well 
aware of the means of repression avail
able to the government. Many sanctuary 
workers have now been arrested in the 
U.S. and some have been to trial. At the 
time the authors were writing this book, 
none had yet spent long periods in jail. 
But there is little doubt that many church 
leaders, perhaps some very prominent 
ones, will be jailed by an increasingly 
repressive American government. 
Thousands of pastors, priests, bishops 

and church workers understand very 
well what they are up against, and their 
decision to resist has not been made 
lightly. 

It is equally true that the Reagan 
administration realizes the strength of 
conviction of church people and is con
cerned about how to combat this new 
political foe. The government realizes 
that in this movement there is, for the 
first time, a potentially serious threat 
coming from the mainline churches. 
This serio'us and growing difference 
between the government and the 
church has led to more arrests and FBI 
infiltration into church organizations. 

The scenario becomes more chilling 
when the authors describe lawyer Dan 
Sheehan of the Christie Institute telling 
church delegates at the National Sanc
tuary Convocation of 1985 about a gov
ernment plan code-named "Rex 84." 
According to this plan, 400,000 'illegal 
aliens' would be incarcerated in deten
tion camps at key army defense com
mands if the U.S. decides to once more 
,launch an invasion of Central America. 
He also described a potential arrest list 
put together by the government of 
26,000 North American citizens who 
could also be put into these prison 
camps. 

Many questions are raised. Will gov
ernment repression increase? Will the 
churches be able to meet such a chal
lenge? Will the conservative and pro
gressive churches turn on each other 
and battle it out? (Many conservative 
churches in the U.S. support their gov
ernment's intervention in Central 
America and are actively raising funds to 
support the anti-Sandinista Contras 
attacking Nicaragua.) Will the churches' 
resistance be strengthened, or will it 
wither away? The authors believe that 
true Christianity will come alive in this 
conflict, that a people's church is being 
born, that sides are being chosen. They 
are convinced this "spiritual conviction 
is the combustive moral force Reagan 
cannot jail, infiltrate, or kill. It smoulders 
now but it could burst into flames." 

Hot off the 'alternative press' this 
revealing, horrifying, but spiritually 
uplifting book will leave no honest 
reader quite the same. It is must reading 
for everyone concerned with justice 
issues, and also for those calling them
selves Christians. 

No wishy-washy liberal pablum 
here. This movement is facing the 
toughest foe it could imagine - its own 
government. This is politics in the raw. 
The lines are drawn. mm 
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An astonishingly diverse anthology 
that explores Mennonite issues 
A review by Andre Oberle 

Visions and Realities: Essays, Poems, 
and Fiction Dealing With Mennonite 
Issues. Edited by Harry Loewen and AI 
Reimer. Winnipeg: Hyperion Press, 
1985. Quality Paperback, 260 pages. 
$15.95. 

This exceptionally well-thought-out 
anthology presents the reader with an 
astonishingly diverse selection of mate
rial, both critical and creative, on vari
ous Mennonite issues. The volume is 
dedicated to Johannes Harder, who is 
also a contributor to the anthology. The 
dedication, presented on the first pages 
of the book, is an affectionate and well
deserved tribute to a great Mennonite 
individual. 

Visions and Realities is beautifully 
printed and illustrated with etchings 
from the Martyrs Mirror (1660) by 
Thielemann J. van Braght. A portrait of 
Johannes Harder graces the dedication 
to him. 

The material is presented in four sec
tions. The first section, "Visions of the 
End," presents an important critical 
essay by Walter Klaassen in which the 
author places the Anabaptist reformers 
in the unbroken medieval tradition of 
apocalyptic literature and theology. The 
well-written and solidly researched 
article is furnished with a generous 
number of very helpful footnotes. 

The second section, "Between 
Heaven and Earth," contains essays by 
Harry Loewen, Walter Schmiedehaus 
and Calvin Redekop. Loewen ably scru
tinizes the Anabaptist chapter of Grim
melshausen's novel The Adventurous 
Simplicissimus in an interesting and 
well-researched manner. Walter 
Schmiedehaus provides the reader with 
a sympathetic description of the old
colonist Mennonites of Mexico. Rede-

kop, in his two fascinating essays ("The 
Mennonite Romance With the Land" 
and "The Mennonite Transformation: 
from Gelassenheitto Capitalism") looks 
at social and moral issues that continue 
to confront Mennonites. 

The third section, "No Permanent 
Home," contai ns creative works by 
Maurice Mierau, Harry Loewen, Pefer 
G. Epp, AI Reimer, Fritz Senn, Johannes 
Harder; Patrick Friesen and David 
Waltner-Toews. The editors are to be 
lauded on their discriminating selection 
of works to mirror main trends in Men
nonite literary activities. Mierau, in his 
cycle of poems "The Martyrdom Me
thod", constructs, as it were, a modern
day version of the Martyrs Mirror. 
Loewen's ambitious poem "The Land" 
presents an interesting confrontation 
between the Mennonites and the people 
of Israel. Peter Pauls provides a sensitive 
and creative translation of excerpts from 
Peter G. Epp's Eine Mutter. The third 
section also contains excerpts from 
al ready well-known works such as 
Friesen's The Shunning and Waltner
Toews's collection of poems Good 
Housekeeping. Many works are printed 
here for the first time. These include 
promising excerpts from AI Reimer's 
novel My Harp is Turned to Mourning, 
which was published in its entirety after 
the appearance of the anthology. Victor 
Doerksen gives us the first complete 
version of Senn's Hinterm Pflug/Stim
mungen and provides a most helpful 
introduction and footnotes to this 
important work. Finally there is 
Johannes Harder's impressive poem 
"Heimweh nach der Steppe" which fit
tingly concludes this section of the 
book. 

In the fourth section of the anthology, 
"Voices and Critiques," various authors 

present their critical evaluations of a 
number of aspects of creative Menno
nite literature. The section opens with 
Johannes Harder's sensitive and com
pelling interpretation of Senn's Hinterm 
pflug/Stimmungen (written in German). 
Peter Pauls provides us with a well
executed analysis of aspects of Epp's 
Eine Mutter. Peter C. Erb takes a chal
lenging look at approaches to Menno
nite culture in Canada. Herbert 
Giesbrecht investigates with good 
insight the significance of "Words and, 
Above All, Voice" in the fiction of Rudy 
Wiebe. Katie Funk Wiebe writes a most 
interesting account on the role of 
women in Mennonite fiction. The sec
tion concludes with an interview of 
Patrick Friesen and David Waltner
Toews, conducted by Margaret Loewen 
Reimer and Paul G. Tiessen in which the 
place of the two poets' Mennonite 
background in their respective works is 
established. 

The anthology closes with brief bio
graphical notes on the various contrib
utors to this work and a most helpful and 
rather detailed index. 

The editors are to be congratulated on 
their well-executed, exciting and chal
lenging anthology. Visions and Realities 
will remain a very important contribu
tion to the examination of Mennonite 
issues. While the book is important for 
scholars of Mennonite history and cul
ture it also has a great deal to offer to the 
general readership. Between its covers 
everyone will be able to find things of 
particular interest to him in the over
whelming choice of material presented. 
Visions and Realities is a must for any
one interested in Mennonite heritage 
and culture. 

Andre Oberle is associate professor of 
German at the University of Winnipeg. 
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Graduation: 
The Class of 1986 
University of Manitoba 
Doctor of Philosophy 
Robert Wayne Derksen 

Master of Architecture 
Wilmer Edward Koop 
Harry Toew s Wiebe 

Master of Science 
Clayton Douglas Block 
Gerhard Wilhelm Dueck 
Wolfgang Amadeus Otto Jansen 
Robert Jay Klassen 
Gordon David Sawatzky 
John James Schellenberg 
Rudy Horst Schmidtke 
Albert John Si emens 

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture 
Peter Henry Bergen 
Frank Robert Derksen 
Daniel Alfred Fast 
Gordon Leonard Janzen 
Curtis Brian Rempel 

Bachelor of Environmental Studies 
Curtis Dana Krahn 

Bachelor of Interior Design 
Diana Joan Derksen 
Marilyn Katherine Pankratz 

Bachelor of Computer Science (Honours) 
Joanne Lynne Braun 

Bachelor of Science (Honours) 
Lindsay Morton Berger 

Bachelor of Science (Major) 
Robert Paul Berger 
Wesley Alan Friesen 
Richard Wayne Klippenstein 
Russell Paul Letkeman 

Bachelor of Science 
Robert Henry Zacharias 

Lloyd Phillip Kornelsen graduated 
with a Bachelor of Education degree 
from the University of Manitoba this 
spring, winning the university gold 
medal in education. Lloyd majored in 
geography during his four years of study 
at the university and is presently seeking 
a teaching position for 1986-87. For the 
summer, Lloyd is self-employed in 
building construction. He lives in Rose
nort, Manitoba with his wife, Karen (nee 
Eidse), and their four-month-old son. 
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Diploma in Agriculture 
Kelly Dean Brandt 
Cameron Arthur Cornel sen 
John Henry Dueck 
Allan James Enns 
Darrell Kent Friesen 
Lyndon Grant Friesen 
Randall James Klassen 
Calvin Vernon Penner 
Gordon Keith Penner 
Lyndon Harvey Peters 
Stanley Donald Reimer 
Scott Barton Warkentin 
Gary Edward Warkentine 
Lester John Wiebe 

Master of Arts 
Susan Elaine Dueck 
Anthony Roger Leonard Fast 

Master of Social Work 
Loti Friesen 

Bachelor of Arts (Honpurs) 
Delmar Brian Epp 
Russell Bradley Giesbrecht 
Joel David Pauls 
Carolyn Elaine Wiebe 

Bachelor of Arts 
Ava Louise Block 
Theodor Ernst Bock 
Wilfried Braun 
Terry Norman Dyck 
Gerald Keith Enns 
Shelley Leah Falk 
Kimberly Lynn Friesen 
Lisa Marie Froese 
Murray Wayne Froese 
Dianne Marie Hildebrand 
Elizabeth Helen Janz 
Wendy Ann Janz 
Johnny David Janzen 
Lorrai ne Fern Janzen 
Norman Kenneth Kehler 
Darlene Alice Krahn 
Dolores Eileen Kroeker 
Irene Carol Kroeker 
Karen Ruth Neustaedter 
Coleen Katherine Helen Peters 
Ryan Jeffrey Poetker 
Henry David Reimer 
Christopher David Schellenberg 
Alvin Lloyd Thiessen 
Kevin Eugene Thiessen 
Donna Lynn Unruh 
Miriam Kaye Unruh 
Sandra Lorraine Voth 
Jake Kenneth Warkentin 
Gordon Edward Zacharias 

Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours) 
Lydia Ann Hildebrandt 

Bachelor of Fine Arts 
Aneta Joan Enns 

Bachelor of Human Ecology 
Janet Evelyn Buhr. . 

Bachelor of Human Ecology 
(Family Studies) 
Rita Marie Enns 

Bachelor of Education 
Helen Baergen 
Ralph Neil Bartel 
Jack Martin Berger 
Sheryle Denise Bergman 
Janet Evelyn Buhr 
Eleanor Elaine Dueck 
Kenneth Edward Fast Dueck 
Darrel Gene Dyck 
Karen Lynette Dyck 
Veronica Mae Dyck 
Grace Laverne Eidse 
Cara Susanne Enns 
Paul Ernest John Enns 
Evelyn Friesen 
Glenys Frances Friesen 
Gwen Victoria Friesen 
Wendy Elaine Froese 
Edward Funk 
Hannelore Hildebrand 
Kathryn Marie Hildebrand 
Manfred Hildebrand 
Bernie Victor Janzen 
Cheryl Diane Janzen 
Lori Jane Janzen 
Mary Kehler 
Agatha Klassen 
Susanne Krahn 
Alice Louise Loepp 
William Dale Martens 
Caroline Ruth Neufeld 
Robert Dale Neufeld 
Evelyn Janet Pankratz 
Victor James Pankratz 
Brenda Penner 
Helen Elfrieda Peters 
Carolyn Dawn Plett 
Valerie Mae Plett 
Linda Margaret Regehr 
LaVerne Keith Reimer 
Martha Susanna Reimer 

'Catherine Helene Rempel 
Marjorie Eileen Sawatzky 
Martha Suess 
Kenneth Herman Thiessen 
Ruthanne Marie Toews 
Edith Katherin Unruh 

Master of Education 
Reynold Victor Redekopp 
Sharon Janice Schultz 
David Robert Banting 

Rosemarie Agnes (Dyck) Vander
hooft, Bachelor of Music, U of M, won 
the university gold medal in music. 
Rosemarie specialized in vocal perfor
mance, studying with Dr. Karen Jensen. 
She hopes eventually to study for a Mas
ter of Music, but will spend next winter 
teaching singing for the preparatory 
division of the School of Music and per
forming with CBC's Hymn Sing Chorus. 
Rosemarie is married to Ron Vander
hooft of Winnipeg. 



Bachelor of Music (Performance) 
Shannon Vivian H iebert 
Rosemarie Agnes Vanderhooft 

Bachelor of Social,WQrk 
Bernhard Dueck 
Beverley Lynn Dyck 
Carolyn Elaine Neufeld 
Larry Robert Reimer 
Ronald Henry James Sawatzky 

Master of Business Administration 
Nancy Joan Eli as 

Bachelor of Commerce (Honours) 
Bruce Adrian Bergman 
Kari Lynne Dyck 
Gerry Lee Friesen 
Robert Keith Froese 
Yvonne Christine M arie Giesbrecht 
jonathan Arnold Goossen 
Peter John Jansen 
Brian Douglas Janzen 
Derri ck James Neufeld 
George Neufeld 
Phili p Peter Pauls 
Darrell Grant Penner 
Richard Helmut Peters 
Elsie Ruth Redekopp 
Donald Frank Sawatzky 
David Alfred Schellenberg 
Daniel Bryan Tobias Voth 
Tanni s G race Wiebe 

Certificate in Education 
Arnold Menno Schellenberg 

Bachelor ofLaws -
Bernhard Roland Dueck 
Kelly Lynne Esau 
Sandra Mae Hoeppner 
Albert Henry Redekopp 

Master of Nursing 
Monica Anne Redekopp 

Diploma in Dental Hygiene 
Glenda Darlene Dueck 
Muriel Ruth Dyck 
Marlene Mae Friesen 

Bachelor of Science in Engineering (Civil) 
Kelvin Lindsay Falk 
Rodney David Peters 

Margaretha Dirks, graduating from 
the University of Winnipeg at recent 
convocation exercises, was awarded a 
Bachelor of Arts degree and the univer
sity gold medal in German. Margaretha 
expects to begin graduate studies in 
Russian at the UM this fall and hopes to 
work as either a translator or language 
teacher in the future. This summer Mar
garethais employed at MB Commu
nications as a typist and translator. She is 
the daughter of Henry and Kathy Dirks 
of Winnipeg. 

Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
(Electrical) 
Richard James Epp 
Peter Charl es Isaak 
Phili p Andrew Klassen 
Renee Louise Martens 
Albert Frank Penner 

Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
(Mechnical) 
john Jeffrey Dueck 
Dale Robert Friesen 
john Henry Guenther 
Mark Albert Loewen 
Ralph Martin Penner 
Jeffrey Neil Rempel 

Doctor of Medicine 
Gregory Mark Alexander Berg 
Warren George Froese 
Timothy Charles Goertzen 
Elizabeth Nadine Loewen 
Karin Jane Neufeld 
David Henry Peters 
Donald Wayne Schellenberg 
Cornelius Jakob Woelk 

Bachelor of Science in Medicine 
Warren George Froese 
Karin jane Neufeld 
David Henry Peters 
Donald Wayne Schellenberg 

Bachelor of Medical Rehabilitation 
(Physical Therapy) 
Andrew Ernest Dyck 
Chri stine Rae Neufeld 

Bachelor of Nursing 
Patricia Vivian Block 
Darlene Gloria Driedger 
Carol joy Penner 
Naomi Marci Penner 
julie Anne Wiebe 

Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy 
Sharon Anne Enns 
Douglas Theodore Steinke 

Bachelor of Physical Education 
Daniel james Bergen 

Bachelor of Recreation Studies 
Gerald james Barkman 
Christopher Glenn Wiebe 

Bacca/aureat ~ Arts 
Bernadette Marie juliette Fehr 

Bacca/aureat en Education 
Walter John Nikkel 

University of Winnipeg 
Bachelor of Science (4-Year) 
Kimberly Susan Toews 

Bachelor of Science 
Joyce Kaehler 
Chin Mei Penner 
Patric ia Diane Reimer 
Sonia Schellenberg 
Susan Linnea Schroeder 
Jason Matthew Siemens 

Bachelor of Education 
Keith julius Patri ck Berg 
Laura Christine Bock 
Kenneth John Dueck 
Russell Elmer Goossen 
Randall Edward Klassen 
Arthur Koop 
Barbara Jean Neufeld 
Barbara Eileen Peters 
Allison Elizabeth Reimer 
Roland Schmidt 

Brenda-Lee Joan Schultz 
Mark Douglas Schultz 
Marjorie Sharon Toews 

Bachelor of Arts 
Tara Joy Classon 
John Stanley Dick 
Margaretha Di rks 
Annette Maria Enns 
Robert Brian Epp 
Ruth Marie Epp 
T racey Lynn Epp 
Delcie Marie Gerbrandt 
Raymond Glenn Giesbrecht 
John Hiebert 
Ruth Ann Isaac 
Mark Allan Loewen 
Ruth Helen Debra Martens 
jacqueline Dale Neufeld 
Ava Ardis Nickel 
Cheryl Irene Paul s 
Gregory Allan Penner 
Ronald Penner 
Gerald Philip Peters 
Hans Peter Regier 
Eli zabeth Daryl Reimer . 
Phylli s Diane Reimer 
Marilee Rempel 
Martin Williams Rempel 
Peter Henry Rempel 
Harvey Grant Sawatzky 
Randy Stuart Schroeder 
Daniel Siemens 
Werner Robert Thiessen 
Norma Toews 
David john Toews-Baerg 
jenny Catherine Wiebe 
Menno Franklin Wiebe 
Lois Ann Wiens 

Canadian Mennonite 
Bible College 
Bachelor of Theology 
Anita joy Bergen 
Ruth Elizabeth Boehm 
Alden john Braul 
Darrell john Bueckert 
Shelley Diane Bueckert 
Donna Louise Kampen Entz 

Cheryl Irene Pauls graduated from U 
of W with a B.A. .and from the Men
nonite Brethren Bible College with a 
Music Major at spring services, winning 
the university gold medal in music. This 
winter Cheryl also completed Toronto 
Conservatory exams for the ARCT 
degree in performance, achieving first 
class honours. She hopes to study for a 
Master of Music at the University of Ari
zona next year. Cheryl is the daughter of 
Henry and Luella Pauls ofSt. Catharines, 
Ontario. 
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Joanne Jeanne Epp 
Deborah Lynn Fast 
Walier Christian Franz 
Laurie Anne Friesen 
Patty Jo Friesen 
Allan Rudy Froese 
Linden Mark Gossen 
Leslie Dwayne Hamm 
Randal Allan Heidebrecht 
Dennis Ray Helmuth 
Helene Ingraham 
Eileen Mae Klassen 
Marion Ruth Klippenstein 
Maureen joyce Klippenstein 
Gerald Bernard Krahn 
Kim Harvey Peter Krahn 
Bonita jayne Martens 
joel Jeffrey M artin 
Donald Bruce Neufeld 
Michael David Neufeld 
Rudy David Niebuhr 
Theodore Pau l Paetkau 
David Franz Peters 
Ingrid Annette Peters 
Paul Wilfred Reesor 
joel David Reimer 
Byron Peter Remple 
Rose M arie Retzlaff 
Timothy Roy Sawatzky 
Gary Alan Schapansky 
Robert Claire John Schellenberg 
Kristine Beth Steckley 
Jenny Lynne VonGunten 
Ali ce Ruth Wiens 
Edwin Wiebe 
Melvin Dean Wiens 

Bachelor of Church Music 
joanne jeanne Epp 
Carole Ann jantzen 

Richard John Janzen 
Glenn Jacob Klassen 
Sandra Michelle Klassen 
David Jonathan Matthies 
Angela Lisa Neufeld 
Gayle Yvonne Unger Neufeld 
Timothy Karl Taves 
Adeline Toews 
Erdman Krahn Toews 
Peter John Wiens 

Certificate in Theology 
Paul Duane Bergen 
Randy Rene Hildebrand 
Donald William Paetkau 
Sharon Schwartzentruber 
Lori Faye Yantzi 

Certificate in Church Music 
Kenton Ross Janzen 
Lori Deborah Klassen 
Wilmeade Metlon Pryce 
Ann Lynette Schulz 

Mennonite Brethren 
Bible College 
Contemporary Ministries 
Marvin George Henry Bergen 
Wendy Ilene Corbett 
Virginia Ann Reimer 
Marilse Rempel 
Abram Wiens 
Rodney James Willems 

Music 
Erwin Baier 
Karen joanne Falk 
Candace Shelly Gibson 
Lillian Ann Gurney 
Robert john Neufeld 
Cheryl Irene Pauls 

Klassen Funeral Chapel Ltd. 
1897 Henderson Hwy. 

WINNIPEG, MAN. R2G IP4 
Spacious Chapel 
Personal Service Phone 338-033i 

SHOP AT ECONOTEX FOR HOME-SEWING NEEDS 

REMNANTS FABRICS 
By the Pound By the Metre 

THREAD 
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Reasonable Prices 
!::asy Access 

Ample Parking 

Heidi Lynne Poetker 
Alfred Philip Wiebe 

Theology Major 
Calvin james Bergen 
Kenneth Lorne Braun 
Melvin Rodney Dick 
Raymond Roy Epp · 
Ramona Joyce Falk 
Renita Anne Hamm 
Ruth Ann Isaac 
Heather Marie Konrad 
Daniel Mark Neufeld 
Colin Peter Neufeldt 
Gregory Allan Penner 
Lloyd Alan Penner 
Ron Penner 
Ruth Penner 
Helmut Heinz Plett 
D. Bruce Reimer 
Phyllis Diane Reimer 
Daniel Siemens 
Shirley Evonne Toews 
james Vernon Wiebe 
john Wiens 

Brandon University 
Bachelor of Arts 
Randall Wayne Sawatzky 
Heather Wedel 
Vera Ellen Wiebe 

Bachelor of Science 
Gregory Vaughn-Dyck · 
Audrey joyce Giesbrecht 
Glenn Paul Hildebrand 
Charlotte Anne Penner 
Gregory A. Schmidt 

Bachelor of Science (4-Year General) 
Edward Alan Fast 
Bruce David Penner 
Gregory John Schmidt 

Bachelor of Education (4-Year) 
Douglas Allan Willems 

Education I Certificate 
Angela Grace Dick 

Bachelor of General Studies 
Joan Elizabeth Merino Lepp 
Bonita Lynn Sawatzky 

V' 

Leslie Ian Teichroew, 1986 BA (Hon
ours) graduate and gold medalist in 
sociology at University of Winnipeg this 
spring, has received an award of $9000 
from Carleton University at Ottawa to 
enable him to pursue further studies in 
sociology. Leslie is the son of Edwin and 
Tina Teichroew, members at Home 
Street Mennonite church. 

La Verendrye MLA Helmut Pankratz 
has resigned as mayor of the Town of 
Steinbach. Council has decided not to 
fill the vacancy until the regular munici
'pal election in November. Until then, 
Co~n1illor Ernie Friesen will serve as 
actrngmayor. 

, 
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Manitoba news 
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A plan to publish English translations 
of some 14 monographs which origi
nally appeared as the ECHO Verlag 
series was announced by a joint com
mittee of CMBC Publications and the 
Manitoba M ennonite Historical Society. 
An editorial committee was appointed, 
con sisting o f John Friesen (CMBC). 
Harry Loew en (MMHS) and Victor 
Doerksen, who will serve as series edi
tor. The original series appeared under 
the general editorship of Arnold Dyck in 
the 19405 and 50s and deals with the 
various Russi an Mennonite settlements 
and leaders and are considered an irre-

. placeable resource. 

The Canadian Council on Hospital 
Accreditation has awarded Concordia 
Hospital its third consecutive three
year accreditation. In giving the award, 
the council explained: "That health care 
faciliti es deemed by council to have 
above average compliance with stan
dards in all areas are normally awarded 
accreditation for three years." The hos
pital has recently opened its new and 
expanded emergency department, a 
very necessary addition, since Concor
dia now handles the third largest 
number of emergency visits in Win
nipeg. 

Janice Friesen, BN is the new Direc
tor of Nursing for Concordia Hospital. 

Construction began in May on a $1.6 
million building project at the Men
nonite Brethren Collegiate Institute. 
The plans include a 600-seat audi
torium chapel, a wing of 10 more class
rooms and a new library and language 
arts centre. The funding formula in
cludes a $300,000 Mennonite Brethren 
Conference grant, a tuition surcharge 
and school projects of $250,000 and the 
remaining $1.1 million to be raised 
through private donations. Last year the 
school had a waiting list of 30 students 
for grade seven, and 12 for grade ten. 

On April 15, 1986, the annual MFIS 
Association French Verse Competition 
was held at St. Ignatius School.The 250 
contestants, including Grades 1-12, 
were divided into the following catego
ries : Francophone, Non-French, and 
Immersion. First, second and third place 
winners were chosen in each category. 
Rachel Suarez, Grade 7, Westgate Men
nonite Collegiate received a silver 

. medal as second place winner in Group 
IV (Grades 7 and 8), (non-French). 

A 240-year-old edition of Martyr's 
Mirror was one of several valuable his
toric books found in the estate of long
tim e Steinbach lawyer Ernest R. 
Gooseen. The "Mirror" belonged to 
Minister Abraham Friesen, 1807-1901, a 
minister in the Molotschna area of Rus
sia, who moved to Nebraska in 1874. 

At the annual awards banquet of the 
Manitoba Community Newspaper As
sociation, The Carillon of Steinbach 
won a number of awards. The N. M. 
Paterson Award for best all-round 
newspaper out of 52 member news
papers was awarded to the Carillon, in 
addition to the award for best in class, 
best editorial page, best typography, 
best front page and best Christmas edi
tion. A feature story on wife abuse writ
ten by former staff reporter Sue Barkman 
was awarded second place in that cate
gory. Other newspapers which showed 
well included the Scratching River Post 
of Morris, the Carman Valley Leader, 
the Altona Red River Valley Echo and 
the Manitoba Beaver of Beausejour. The 
Scratching River Post was outstanding 
in the best special section category, 
receiving 100 out of 100 possible points 
for its eighth annual agricultural section. 

D. W. Friesens and Sons Ltd. of 
Altona received one of five Outstanding 
Business Achievement Awards pre
sented at the Manitoba Chamber of 
Commerce annual president's ball and 
awards night in April. 

A late-June retirement dinner in 
honor of D. K. and Ted Friesen, of D. W. 
Friesen and Sons has been planned in 
Altona. This marks one of several transi
tions for this firm. Ray Friesen recently 
assumed the position of chairman of the 
company, and David G. Friesen became 
the new president. 

Henry Enns of Winnipeg will begin a 
part-time three-year assignment with 
Mennonite Central Committee as an 
overseas consultant in September. Enns, 
who is president of Disabled Peoples' 
International, will help MCC workers 
overseas to develop and improve pro
grams for people with handicaps. MCC 
will also make Enns available to other 
groups working overseas . Enns has 
served as the Handicap Concerns 
Resource Person for the MCC Canada 
Handicap Concerns program since 
1980. 

Waldo Neufeld, currently coordi
nator of personnel and administrative 
services with MCC Canada, has been 
appointed executive director of M CC 
B.C., effective January 1, 1987. Neufeld 
and his wife, Elinor, and their three chi l
dren will move to the west co as t 
province in August, with a short sab
batical planned before beginning work 
on the new assignment. Before joining 
MCC Canada eight years ago, Neufeld 
was director of Mennonite Brethren 
Communications for five years, and also 
served with MCC in West Africa be
tween 1960 and 1965. 

Carol Ann Weaver, part-time lec
turer in music at Conrad Grebel College 
during the past year, has received a full 
time three-year appointment as assis
tant professor of music at the college 
beginningJuly 1. She is the fifth full-ti me 
member of Grebel's music faculty. The 
board also authorized the establishment 
of a sixth full-time faculty position in 
music "as soon as the administration 
determines that financial considerations 
and enrolment allow," and then ratified 
the appointmentof Randolph Peters of 
Winnipeg, a doctoral candidate at Indi
ana University, Bloomington, to that 
position when it becomes available. 
Peters, who taught three courses at the 
college during the past term, will be at 
Conrad Grebel College on a half-time 
basis beginning in May of 1987 until his 
full-time appointment takes effect. A 
member of Charleswood Mennonite 
Church in Winnipeg, Peters graduated 
from the University of Manitoba in 1981 
with an undergraduate degree in phys
ics, while at the same time completing 
major areas of study in religion and 
music. 

Randolph Peters 
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I business and professional directory 

}(l4I;J Thorne Riddell 
a.w"~11 

Where accounting is only 
the beginhing 
The Winnipeg office of Thorne Riddell offers a 
full range of accounting. auditing. tax. financial 
and business advisory servces. 
Suite 300.386 Broadway 
Winnipeg. Manitoba R3C OA9 
Telephone (2041 957-1770 

Intematonal Firm Klynveld Main Goerdeler 

Winnipeg Building & 
Decorating (1968) Ltd. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS ====== 

• A COMPLETE REMODELLING SERVICE • 

DONALD T. MacANGUS - HENRY THIESSEN 

56 Ellen St., Winnipeg, Man. - 942-6121 

G. K. BRAUN INSURANCE SERVICES LTD. 

CB 
LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

INCLUDING [~<~_9.P-~J;J 

Fo r serVice, pho ne o r co m e to 

171 Donald St . Rm 301 Box 130, 
Win nipeg, Man R3C IM4 Rosenort , Man ROG IWO 
Phone 9426 171 Phone 1 746·8411 

Escorted Coach Holidays 
John Fehr 

1050 Henderson Hwy. President 
Winnipeg. Man. R2K 2M5 Phone (204) 338-7011 

Fehr-Way is the Fun-Way 

John 
Fehr 
Insurance 

1050 HENDERSON HIGHWAY 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2K 2M5 

For all your insurance needs 

Ken Peters 338-7811 
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Wi II iam Martens 
Barrister and Solicitor 

137 Scott Street 
(Stradbrook and Scott, 1 Block east of 

Osborne) 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Telephone R3L OK9 
475-9420 

Garth P. Reimer 
Barrister and Solicitor 

CAMPBELL, MAXWELL, and Associates 

400-208 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1 R7 

Telephone 942-3311 Residence 475-5655 

ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE 

SIMCOE MOTORS LTD. 
Owner: Henry Suderman 

850 Notre Dame Ave. 

786·6506 
"Ouality Work at Fair Prices - Over 25 Years " 
Domestic and Foreign Cars and Light Trucks 

Courtesy Car Available 

WINTER'S AUTO BODY LTD. 
SPECIALIZING IN 

ALL MAKES OF CARS ~ 
• AUTO BODY 
REPAIRS 
& PAINTING 

• EFFICIENT 
SERVICE 
ASSURED 

786·6695 
. . -:' C AqL! "~ .J ~ O ' 

I ' Bilo; No·· .... c- I \\' a ...... ' 
IN .-.n '[II?C ".~ a"" ' 2:0 .1 

.... ~ 
WINNIPEG WELDING SUPPLIES LTD. 

45 ARCHIBALD STREET. WINNIPEG. MANITOBA 
R2J OV7 

PETER W. DOERKSEN BUSiness 233·3434 
Res idence 269·3877 



Wilhelmine Siefkes: 
Eine niederdeutsche 
Autorin, die Mut hatte 

von Harry Loewen 

In der Marz 1986-Nummer des Men- wurden im ganzen Reich, in jeder Stadt 
nonite Mirror erschien ein Artikel von und in jedem Dorf, grosse UmzOge 
mir, "Mennoniten und ein Abschnitt arrangiert" (S. 96). 
ihrer Geschichte", in-dem auf das Ver- In Wilhelmine Siefkes "baumte sich 
sagen der Kirche in den dreissiger Jahren alles auf - das konnte ich nicht! Mir war 
hingewiesen wird. Herr Reuben Epp, hundeelend zumute. Was tun? Ais Aus-
Dawson Creek, British Columbia, weg fiel mir plotzlich ein: Geh zum 
schrieb mir darauf einen anerkennen- Arzt, und lass dich krankschreiben!" (S. 
den Brief und wies mich darauf hin, dass 96). Sie hatte es so getan und fand zu 
es damals auch mutige Menschen gab, ihrem Erstaunen, dass auch der Arzt ein 
die sich der braunen Macht entzogen Nazi-Gegner war. 
und ihr sogar Widerstand leisteten. Der Umzug wurde durchgefOhrt. 
Soleh eine mutige Frau war Wilhelmine Siefkes sah "die verbissenen Gesichter 
Siefkes, eine niederdeutsche Autorin, der Arbeiter, die zum erstenmal ge-
die vor einigen Jahren verstorben ist. zwungen wurden, einen Tag zu ,feiern' 

In ihrem Buch Erinnerungen (Leer: .... Jetzt trieb sie die Angst, ihren 
Verlag Schuster, 1979), das Herr Epp mir Arbeitsplatz zu verlieren. Lustlos trabten 
freundlicherweise zugeschickt hat, hat sie dahin, bis einer intonierte: ,Es geht 
Wilhelmine Siefkes auch einiges uber alles voruber, es geht alles vorbei' ... " 
die Mennoniten in ihrer Heimatstadt (S.97). 
Leer, Ost-Friesland, zu berichten. 

zur diskussion Schon als Kind hatte die lutherisch
getaufte Wilhelmine die Mennoniten in 
Leer kennengelernt. Sie schreibt in ihren 
Erinnerungen: "Mir imponierten die mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

Gedanken 

"In geschlossenen Formationen mar
schierten sie: die Angestellten von 
Behorden und Firmen, die Beamten, die 
Kollegien der einzelnen Schulen, ja, 
eine Gruppe Primaner mit ihren MOtzen 
- ich harte sie schon von weitem laut 
und begeistert singen: ,Haut den Juden 
mit dem Schadel an die Wand' ... Und 
direkt dahinter - mir stockte der Herz
schlag - da gingen unsere lutherischen 
Pastoren! Das war zu viel fUr mich. FOr 
aile andern konnte ich Verstandnis auf
bringen: fUr die Urteilslosen, fUr die um 
ihre Stellung Bangenden, fOr die, die 
Angst um ihre Familie hatten. Aber dass 
diese vorgeblichen Huter des Christen
tums, die ihres Meisters Lehren anderen 
predigten, nun hinter solehen ,Sangern' 
hermarschierten und nicht den Mut auf
brachten, wegzutreten und sich zu dis
tanzieren - das versetzte mir einen 
Schlag, und ich sagte mir: In diese 
Kirche gehorst du nicht mehr! Am 
nachsten Tag ging ich zum Amtsgericht 
und erklarte meinen Austritt aus der 
Kirche. Etwas spater bin ich dann bei 
den Mennoniten eingetreten, und das 
habe ich nie bereut" (S. 97-98). 

Wilhelmine Siefkes Widerstandsmut 
hatte seine Foigen. Am 31. August 1933 
erhielt sie die amtliche Mitteilung, dass 
sie aus dem Schuldienst entlassen sei. 

mm 

Mennoniten, die sich so konsequent an 
Christi Forderungen hielten. ,Eure Rede 
sei ja, ja-nein, nein, was darOber ist, das 
ist yom Obel!' hiess es in der Bibel -
und sie verweigerten den Eid; ,Du sollst 
nicht toten!' - und sie lehnten den 
Kriegsdienst abo Mir erschienen da
neben unsere Katechismen so schreck
lich wortreich und eigentlich neben der 
Bibel uberflLissig" (S. 45). 

nach Tschernobyl 

Inzwischen war Wilhelmine Siefkes 
in den Lehrerberuf getreten und schrieb 
auch niederdeutsche Erzahlungen und 
Kindergeschichten. Ais dann die Na
tionalsozialisten 1933 an die Macht 
kamen, war sie unter den wenigen Per
sonlichkeiten ihrer Stadt, die es wagten 
nicht mitzulaufen. In ihren Erinne
rungen erzahlt sie, wie an einem 1. Mai, 
dem Festtag der Arbeiterbewegung, 
jeder Deutsche im Reich seine Verbun
denheit und Treue dem Nazi-Staat 
bekunden musste. 

"Man erhob den Tag zum Staatsfeier
tag der Arbeiter ... an dem jeder 
Arbeiter sich der ,grossen Volksge
meinschaft' zugehorig wissen und 
zeigen sollte. Ais ausseres Zeichen dafUr 

a, so ist das Leben nun einmal: "J 
Menschen versagen, seit es Menschen 
gibt. Sie werden krank, sie trinken, 
nehmen Drogen, drehen durch, schla
fen ein; es soli sagar solehe geben, die 
absichtlich Unheil anrichten. Den 
neuen Menschen, bei dem das alles 
anders ist, haben Kommunisten nicht 
geschaffen, den Verfechtern der Atom
technik wird es auch nicht gelingen .... 
Eine Technik, gegenOber der Menschen 
nicht versagen dOrfen, ohne dass eine 
ganzlich unbekannte Zahl von Kindern 
im Laufe von Jahrzehnten daran 
zugrunde geht, ist wohl keine men
schengerechte Technik. Wenn frOher 
der Kutscher auf dem Bock ei nsch I ief, so 
waren die pferde meist vernOnftig 
genug, diesem "mensch lichen Ver
sagen" nichts Schlimmes folgen zu 

lassen. Das menschliche Versagen eines 
Jumbo Piloten hat Auswirkungen, die 
schon kaum mehr zu verantworten sind. 
Das menschliche Versagen oder der 
menschliche Zerstorungswahn in einem 
BrOter (reactor) hatte Foigen, die weit 
jenseits alles Verantwortbaren lagen. Es 
wird Zeit, dass wir nicht abstrakt Ober 
die Risiken der Technik, sondern Ober 
das Verhaltnis zwischen Mensch und 
Technik nachdenken. Von einer Tech
nik, die einen anderen Menschen ver
langt, sollten wir die Finger lassen und i 
nach einer Technik suchen, die fehl
baren Menschen angemessen ist. Und 
bei der Energieerzeugung gibt es sie 
langst. Neue, regenerierbare Energie
quellen brauchen menschliche Zuver
lassigkeit nicht zu Oberforden .... " 

Aus "Wer ist verantwortlich?" von 
Erhard Eppler (Die Zeit, 16.5.86). mm 
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Miiszoagelbriit 
von Elisabeth Peters 

Sie hupfte von Stelle zu Stelle auf der grossen grunen Weide 
darauf die KOhe asten. Satt und fett von dem grunen 
Fruhlingsgras blickten sie neugierig auf das junge Wesen, das 
da so behende hin und her sprang, einen Wassereimer behut
sam mitschwingend, damit der Inhalt nicht unnutz verschuttet 
wurde. Hatten sie nur gewusst, dass das junge Madchen eine 
heimlich verlobte "Braut" war, im mennonitischen Sinne, sie 
hatten wahrscheinlich nicht so interessenlos an ihr vor
beigeglotzt, ohne sich zu bewegen. 

Ja, sie war Braut, und im August sollte die Hochzeit sein. 
Ihre Hochzeit, die Hochzeit der armen, unbeachteten 
Krohnen Tin, die in der besseren Gesellschaft der "andern", 
des kleinen Stadtchens in dem sie aufgewachsen war, nie eine 
Rolle gespielt hatte und auch nie spielen wurde. Ihr Vater war 
ein Trunkenbold, der, wenn er gerade einmal Arbeit hatte, 
den letzten Pfennig vertrank ehe er heim stolperte in das 
armselige Anwesen, das fUr ihn und die seinen "zu Hause" 
war. Er war kein schlechter Mann, aber die wirtschaftlich 
schweren Jahre hatten ihm arg mitgespielt. Fruher war er 
einmal in einem Getreidespeicher angestellt gewesen, zwar 
nur als Getreideschaufler, aber als der Getreidehandel 
wahrend der Depressionsjahre einging, verlor auch er seine 
Stelle. Anfangs hoffte man hoch auf ein Wunder, auf eine 
andere Anstellung, aber diese Hoffnung zerschellte' sehr bald 
- es gab eben keine Arbeit. 

Der alte Krahn sass also tagaus tagein in seiner armlichen 
Hutte und verkurzte sich den langen Tag indem er seine uralte 
Geige spielte - meisterhaft spielte, obwohl er nie eine 
einzige Stunde Unterricht bekommen hatte. Er wusste es wohl 
seiber nicht, dass er an der Wiege eine reiche, kunstlerische 
Begabung mitbekommen hatte. Jedes Instrument, dass ihm in 
die Hand kam, spielte er; er malte und zeichnete ausseror
dentlich gut, aber was galt das schon in einem nuchternen 
kleinen Ort, dessen brave Burger genug mit ihrem eigenen 
Fortkommen zu schaffen hatten. Zuletzt aber war die Geige 
kaputt gegangen, ganz kaputt, und selbst der geschickte alte 
Krahn konnte sie nicht wieder heil machen, ohne einige Teile 
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die er zu hohem Preis hatte erstehen mussen. Verzweifelt 
hatte er an jenem Abend als die Geige zerbrach den Bogen zu 
dem Hauflein der Geigenreste gelegt und war zu einem 
Kumpel uber die Strasse gegangen. Dort fand er voiles Ver
standnis fUr seinen Kummer, der dann durch einige Glaschen 
Schnaps verdrangt wurde. 

Lange nach Mitternacht torkelte er in seine Hutte und 
schlief seinen Rausch bis zum Mittagessen aus. Seine 
vielgeprufte geduldige Frau rang verzweifelt die Hande als 
das Ereignis sich tagtaglich wiederholte, bis es ihr klar wurde, 
dass ihr Mann zum Trunkenbold geworden war. Die Familie 
war langst auf "Relief" (Wohlfahrt), aber wie die Familien
mutter auch wirtschaftete und sparte, es langte immer noch 
nich fUr die grosse Kinderschar, funf Buben und zwei 
Madchen. 

Eines Tages fand man den alten Krahn tot am Grabenrand 
seiner Hutte. Ein Herzinfarkt hatte seinem leidvollen Leben 
ein Ende gemacht. Die Witwe trug ihren Verlust so gut sie 
konnte und versuchte ihren Kindern wenigstens Nahrung und 
Kleidung zu verschaffen . Tag fUr Tag schuftete sie beim 
Grossreinmachen in den bemittelteren Hausern des Stadt
chens, um dann ihren karglichen Lohn vorsichtig einzuteilen. 
Nachdem die Kinder erwachsen waren blieb nur noch ihre 
jungste Tochter, die Jreet" bei ihr. Jreet war ein froher Mensch 
mit einer sonnigen Natur. Sie hatte sich immer wieder bemuht 
mit den andern Kindern in der Schule, und spater, als sie die 
Schule verlassen hatte, mit der Jugend zu verkehren. Oft kam 
sie aber niedergedruckt nach Hause und auf der Mutter 
Fragen antwortete sie traurig: "Mi welle see nich. See wellen 
mi uck nich, aus etj noch Tjind wea. Etj sie to oam." 

Nein, in Jreets Jugend gab es nicht viel zu lachen, so heiter 
sie auch veranlagt war. Fur die "andern", christlich wie sie 
auch erzogen sein mochten, blieb sie nurdie "vame Krohnen 
Jreet." Mit der Zeit merkte sie, dass man einem Verkehr mit ihr 
auswich, ja, dass man sie meidete. Sie zog sich still zuruck 
und war auf dem besten Weg mit achtzehn Jahren abge
schlossen und einsam zu leben, bis Jiesbrachts Obram in das 



kleine SWdtchen zog. Auch abrams Eltern waren bitter arm, 
auch er White sich fremd und ausgestossen trotz Kirche und 
Jugendverein, und auch er merkte bald, dass er unter den 
"andern" nicht zahlte. W as Wunder, dass sich Jreets Wege 
mit den seinen kreuzten, waren sie doch in gewissem Sinne 
Leidensgenossen. So war die Liebe, d ie keinen Standes
unterschied kennt, in ihre Herzen eingezogen. Jreets lockiges 
Blondhaar umflatterte wieder lustig ihr lachendes Gesicht, 
und ihre blauen Augen strahlten wie die Sterne wenn abram 
und sie von ihrer Hochzeit im Sommer traumten. 

Ein W ermutstropfen war aber doch in ihren Freudenkelch 
gefa llen - sie hatten beide kein Geld. Jreet ergab sich schon 
darin, dass sie keine Aussteuer in die Ehe bringen wurde, aber 
der Gedanke an die Hochzeit, die es ja ohne Geld nicht gab, 
betrubte sie unendlich. Schon als kleines Kind hatte sie immer 
von einem weissen Brautkleid mit Schleppe, duftigem 
Schleier und Myrtenkranz getraumt. Es musste doch einen 
Weg geben sich das notige Geld zu beschaffen um nur einmal 
im Leben auch so schon zu sein w ie die "andern". Wenn sie 
abram vorjammerte, dass sie keine Aussteurer besasse ausser 
drei KUchenhandWcher aus gebleichten Mehlsacken die sie 
allerdings schon bestickt hatte, dann lachte er nur, zog sie an 
sich, und sagte: "Etj frie di, nicht diene Metjefft." Dann war 
sie glUcklich, aber abends beim Schlafengehen gaukelte ihr 
doch immer wieder das duftige Brautkleid vor Augen. 

Morgens lief sie dann wieder von Haus zu Haus und bat 
um Putzarbeit. Die Leute waren aber in den dreissiger Jahren 
noch armer geworden als sie es Ende der zwanziger waren. 
Die meisten machten ihre Putzarbeit seiber, und jeden Abend 
kam sie bedruckt und niedergeschlagen nach Hause, ohnE 
Erfolg. 

Eines Tages las sie eine Zeitungsannonce die in einem 
Lebensmittelgeschaft am Fenster ausgehangt war. Da in Kan
ada zur Zeit eine unheimlich grosse Feldmauseplage 
herrsche, biete die Regierung fUr jeden Mauseschwanz einen 
Cent. Die Mause sollten auf den Feldern getbtet, die 
Schwanze im Geschaft abgegeben werden. Jreet stand wie 
gebannt am Fenster. "Mein Kleid! Mein Brautkleid!" jubelte 
sie und l ief nach Hause. 

NICK A HILDEBRAND 
B. Comm .. c ..... R.I."" 

145 Fairview Rd. NICK A. HILDEBRAND 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT Box 13. Group 535. RR 5 

Winnipeg. Man. 
(204) 224·3204 

Derksen 
Plumbing 
& Heating 

(1984) LTD. 

R2C 2Z2 

807 Mcleod Ave., Winnipeg, Man. 

• Commercial 
• Residential 
• Renovations and Repairs 

Call 668-4450 

Jeden Tag zog sie nun mit einer kleinen Tonne Wasser auf 
einem geborgten hblzernen Wagelchen auf die Felder und 
Wiesen. Eimer um Eimer Wasser goss sie in die Mauselocher, 
stand dann mit einem KnUppel bereit, totete die ausgesaufte 
Maus, und schnitt dann den Schwanz ab, um ihn behutsam in 
eine kleine Tasche zu tun. Beim ersten Mal hatte sie sich 
Ubergeben mUssen, so furchtbar kam ihr ihre Handlung vor. 
Mit der Zeit gewohnte sie sich dran und wunschte sich 
manchesmal im Stillen: "Wenn doch jede Maus zwei Sch
wanze hatte." Jeden Tag, obs regnete oder sonnig war, die 
Jreet saufte von fruh bis spat die Feldmause aus, und siehe da, 
bis August hatten sie die Summe fUr ein bescheidenes 
Brautkleid mit Schleier zusammengebracht. Die geschickten 
Hande der Mutter schaff ten ein wah res Wunder aus duftigem 
wenn auch billigem Batist und Tull, und Jreet war selig. 

Es war eine wundervolle Hochzeit an einem herrli ch 
warmen aber nicht heissen Augusttag. Jreet und ihre Familie 
hatten die Kirche aufs schonste mit Wiesenblumen ge
schmuckt. Der Pred i'ger hielt ihr, der armen Krohnen Jreet, 
ei ne Hochzeitsandacht wie er sie selten gehalten, war er doch 
tief beeindruckt von dem Mut und der Zuversicht dieses 
Paares, das es wagte, ohne einen Cent ihren weiteren Lebens
weg zusammen zu wandern. Die arganistin spielten brau
send den Hochzeitsmarsch, und Jreet trat strahlend am Arm 
ihres abrams den Triumphzug zum Ausgang an, gefolgt von 
beider Famil ienangehorigen. Sie waren fast an der Tur ange
langt wo eine Bank von neugierigen Jungen und Madchen 
voll besetzt war. Jreet warf zufallig einen freudigen Blick auf 
sie - sie waren gekommen, diese Jugend, die zu den 
"andern" zahlten, sie waren zu ihrem Ehrentag gekommen, 
sie wollten ihr GlUck wUnschen, ihr, der armen Krohnen Jreet. 
Plbtzlich ertbnte ganz nah an ihr von der Bank her zischend 
eine halblautes Wort: "Muszoagelbrut". 

Etwas erlosch in Jreets Gesicht. Ihr federnder Schritt ver
wandelte sich in ein schweres Schreiten. Hochaufgerichteten 
Hauptes, den Hochzeitsstrauss aus weissen Gladiolen 
krampfhaft umklammert, schritt sie stolz durch die Tur. Der 
Tag war so wunderschbn, ihr Traum war erfUllt, nur - man 
hatte ihm den Glanz genommen. mm 

D. Friesen & Associates 
Real Estate and Estate Law 

Free initial 15 min. consultation 

740-360 Main St. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3C3Z3 

Ph . (204) 942-2171 Attention: Robert Friesen 

Giesbrecht's 
Lawn Care and Cutting 

for free estimate call 772-1969 
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ourword 
mmmm~mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

Ears to hear, 
and time to give ... 
Church papers, church bulletins, and even the pages of the 
Mennonite Mirror, regularly publish notices announcing the 
departure of a person or couple on a Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) or missionary assignment. As often as not, a 
church will send these people on their way with a verse of 
scripture, a handshake, and a prayer. With this blessing, the 
people invo lved simply disappear from our consciousness. 

Two or three years later, they re-appear in church or in our 
social circles. They were hardly missed by most of us who 
stayed behind. 

A few of those who return are asked to give a " report" of 
their experience to their home churches. But there are also 
some who have difficulty getting anyone outside of family or 
close friends to listen to any description of their achievements 
and experiences. There was a time, before television and 
before any modern concepts of meaningful busy-ness, when 
"explorers" and "adventurers" we-re hot items on the lecture 
circuit because the public had an insatiable curiosity about 
events and life beyond their community. The "first-person" 
narrative was a way of vicariously re-living the drama and the 
excitement. 

The pace of modern life appears to have robbed us not 
only of the time to sit and listen, but also of even a basic level 
of curiosity. One would think, for example, that the experi
ences of a fellow church member would be inherently inter
esting because the environment and lifestyle are so different 
from Canada. 

Most people agree that those who accept an MCC or 
missionary assignment are doing something "noble" and 
"worthwhile." Our admiration goes up a few degrees when 
we find there are a few people who are so committed to 
service that they leave well-established homes and careers, or 
retire early, to head off to the jungle. (One of the myths of 
Christian service is that it always involves a jungle.) In general 
we give them credit for seeing a need and for having the 
courage to do something about it. 

Even though we have ourselves not gone abroad, those of 
us who stay behind have a responsibility towards those who 
go away. Typically, this responsibility is defined by their 
sponsors as a wi Ilingness to "support" the worker on a foreign 
assignment that is so nicely expressed in the phrase: "your 
prayers and gifts are earnestly coveted." The reason for put
ting prayer ahead of the money arises out of the belief that if 
you pray for someone in Christian service you become willing 
to pay for someone in Christian Service. 

The point of this editorial is to say that there is something 
missing in the " praying/giving" formula, and that is "list
ening." Before anyone can provide intelligent prayer and 
financial support to MCC or any other service agency, that 
person must take some time to listen what the agency and its 
workers have to say about their work. 

Those who are on, or who return from, an overseas assign
ment know whether or not they have accomplished anything 
worthwhile and whether they have made a difference in the 
lives of the people they have worked with. But if no one at 
home will sit still long enough to hear them describe their 
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experiences, they will soon avoid the topic of their servi ce 
altogether. We insult their service by not having missed them 
while they were away and we demean their service when we 
imply that our at home concerns are inherently a more inter
esting topic than their experience. 
• As important as your prayers and financial gifts may be, the 

gift of your time and your interest when they return will 
perhaps be appreciated much more because it is the clearest 
demonstration you can give that you personally care about 
their work and the work of the sponsoring agency. As well, 
you will be surprised by what you learn. For example, you will 
find that their assignment did not take them to the jungle, but 
to the civilization of an inner city. 

No special "call " or "gift" is required to listen; an invita
tion for coffee or supper, combined with your own genuine 
curiosity, is all it will take. 
Ed Unrau 
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