
mennonite· 
. mirror volume 151number 31november 1985 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

f~~ Z ~\} Z 
-N VW dJ ~~I~ 

IN3JS3HJ GHO~Sl 0Pt IL 
N 'd (' 8 .. 11 • }j/' 



2/mennonite mirror/november 1985 

. COli . . ' e CtllIOde·" '.' 
fW ; ,, ' 

California / Hawaii 
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Orlando, 
Florida 
Escape 

Highlights 01 Ihls eliciting new tour Include 7 nfghls 
In HawaII whore )'ou will be trealed to • lour 01 the 
I,hlnd Including Diamond H.ad, Walklkl Beach, • HawaIIan 
luau and much. much more. 'You will also uperlenel 3 
nlghl5 In Los Angeles whe,. )'OU will ••• Unlveual Studio. 
and a 2 nlghl atav In l .. 

Vegas. $2275 
~=~~ 23 Oa" :. 

Highlights 01 Ihls lour will Include an exciting 5 n~hl 
slay In Phoenill 'Nllh a villi to Papago Park, Scotts
dalo and a Journev back 10 the 1880', a' R.whlle, 
also Included you 'll se. Ihe Grand Canyon, Mojave 
Oeser' and La. Veoas and much 

~O~rt"'" $1145 _PO 
Jan. 1', Feb. 21. Mer. 7. 1. D.,. 
Your atay In cenlral f'kHlda will be h1ohUohted by 5 
night stay In CJl'lando. You will visit OI,nayworld Of 

Epcot. Se. World, and Ih., l.mOUl Buach Gardens. 
Kennedy Space Centra. Day-

:~o . B"Ch ond much. much $1 095 
2 Dot>o""'" " F_, 14. F .... 27. 15 De.,. .. 

The hlghllgtlt of thl. lour I. a rela)llng I'av put ~kS.v at 
Okaloose I"and on Ft. Walton a.ach fOf , .. ntgh'l In 
com'orta~e larger kllch.neUe Ilyte accommodaUona r~hl 
on the b .. utilul Gulf of Me)lk:o plu. enjoy an •• clllng ntghl 
In Ne~ Orle.na and much 

:~:'7.22o.,. $1095:.. 
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t::J'b\'b~. California 

HlQhllghla of Ihl. tour win Include an a.clling e ntghl 
alay In San DI~o featuring room. with full ·kHchen
.".,. Visil the San Diego Zoo. Sea Wond. Tijuana 
and Ihe Old Town Sen ~ by Irolley. Villi the eel 
por1 vllloO. fOf ,hopping plu. 3 
.. clllng nigh" In Anaholm. $1395 2 Depart...... ., 
Feb. 13 . .... I . 18 De" .. 

------o~-------------------------------------
()() . 

~(). l:ll C I"f " ~e ~ f!)' a I ornla 
t::J~ ,,'b~. Arizona Tour 

Deluxe 
Coach 'n 
Cruise 
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Caribbean 

Cruise 

Florida
Caribbean 

Cruise 

We Iravel via 5111 Lake City 10 LII Vegl. and Anlhetm. 
Calilornla . the home of OIaneytlnd whe,. we lpend th, .. 
ove, nlQhls. This lour also Include. I memoflble two ntghtl 
In San Oleoo. and alaolwo nigh II 

~u:~c~O;~~" zonl - plu. much. $1345 " 
:"'~4':'~e De,.. .... 

Hlghllghtl klclude IU)lury crul •• shlp - dellnlte louch 
01 elus on the SS Emerlld Seal lor I 3 nlghl Nillng 
to Iha aahamai' pfus you have .. n~ht. In OrlIindo 10 
explore Ol. neyworld or EpeOI 

Cenlor ond much mo,o. $1785 
1 Deptrt.... ., 
Werth 13. 1. Da,.. .. 

Come }oln u. on thl, excillng and luxurlou. motor
coach ship comblnillon . Vlsllthe Allmo In Sin Antonio. go 
back In Ume 10 th. , 700' , In La Vlnltl In the M8IIk:an 
Ouarter. Hea, o.xleland JIZZ In Ihe .Ireel. of N.w O""ln •• 
• ee Ihe ,ty~ 01 the French OUlner, Plus enjoy Gourmet 
Dining. IIral cia .. entertainment Ind e)lceilen' servtc. 'Of 7 
days aboard the 55 V.'lcrul luxury IInlr from Tlmpa 
88Y. Po,ls 01 CaN al Clncun COlumel end K.y W.I' . 

olua much m",.. $2290 
1 Departur. ., 
Fetwu.ty 18. 22 Da,.. ... 

You can hIve II all: A new e)lcillng luxurioul molOf
coach / ship comblnaUon. A rnaonlfk:ent D-day cruise 
aboard the MV Allantk: wllh lour port. of cIIi I' CIP 
Haillen. San Juan. Puerto Rico, 'he Virgin Isllnds Including 
SI. Thomas and 51. Ma.rten. You will vlsll Ihe eoulh or 
florida Ind .pend an excitIng day In Oflando enjoying 
Oisneyworkl Of Epcol Cenlr. 1& 

v:-----------------------------
~ur::.':..."""o $2990 "_ 
lllerdl1 . 22 De,.. 

The hlOhltohts 0' Ihls lour wHl tnelude a vis" to Phoenix. Lo. 
Angeles lor 3 n~ht.. Sin rn8QO tor 2 ntghl.. and the 
brightly lighted les Vegas slrlp lOf onl ntghl. You wi" enjoy 
Ol5neyland. San Oktgo Zoo. S .. World and 01 cour .. a 
reserved seel It lhe Tournlment 01 Roee. Plrlde In 
Puadenl . Cilitomil p'u. much. 
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ForeWord 

T his edition opens with an article on HenriettelSchellenberg, whose rich soprano 
voice has delighted many people in this province. Her career in music, as the article 
describes, was not a straight-line that began in her youth . While there was music in 
her home life, the idea of making it a career did not develop until 'she was in 
teachers' training. Once this career re-orientation was made, Mrs. Schellenberg 
now combines singing with teaching and raising a family. 

One of the "events" of this fall was the Prairie Theatre Exchange's production 
of The Shunning, a dramatic version by Patrick Friesen of his earlier poem of the 
same name. Both Mennonite and non-Mennonite audiences have responded 
strongly to the pl~y, which explores an incident where a church orders all its 

. members in good standing to "shun" another member. Three articles in this edition 
explore different aspects of the play. 

Journeys to far-off countries can be the basis for interesting stories, and in this 
edition Victor Peters reports on his visit to his son in Swaziland. There he managed 
to escape some modern conveniences but also found that there Was no way to 
escape others. 

The recent death of C. P. Loewen of Steinbach is noted in this issue with a 
tribute by a life-long friend, AI Reimer. 

The German section this month begins with an English-language review of the 
recently-publi shed first volume of the collected works of Arnold Dyck. A writer of 
great sensitivity, Dyck's work transcends the regional and ethnic milieu that gave 
him his ideas and his setting. The reviewer suggests that by publishing the collected 
works of Dyck, there will be a renewed interest in the author. This article then gives 
way to our low-German section, which contains a Dyck Koop and Buhr sketch. 

Johannes Harder, who has written previously in the Mirror, saw the CBC TV 
version of And When They Shall Ask. He describes the film as misleading (at best) 
and explains why it is a disservice to Russian Mennonite history. 

Although each of the other articles are not mentioned in this Foreword, don 't 
forget to examine them as you page through this edition of the Mirror. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION MA Y BE DUE 
The Mennonite Mirror depends on paid-up subscriptions for support. At the 
same time, it has decided because of rising postal charges to not send notices 
of subscriptions due. This will be your reminder. 

Please check the expiry date of your address label. The number indicates 
year and month of expiry. For example 8509 means your subscription expired 
September, 1985. The number 9912 indicates that you are a pensioner and 
therefore there is no charge. The absence of any figure means you have never 
paid. Names of those who do not pay will be deleted. 

Subscriptions cost $10 for one year, $18 for two years; send your address 
label along with a cheque payable to Mennonite Mirror, 203-818 Portage 
Avenue, Winnipeg, R3G ON4. 
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Henriette Schellenberg 

Singing is Dlore than art, 
it also needs heart 

T he last notes of the idyllic Wie 
lieblich sind deine Wohnungen, Herr 
Zebaoth had died down. In this section 
of Brahms Deutsches Requiem Robert 
Shaw's 2S0-voice chorus exalted all 
Christendom's love and longing for the 
tabernacles and courts of her Lord. Then 
the soprano's compassionate address to 
the blessed who mourn: 

Ihr habt nun Traurigkeit 
Aber ich will euch wiedersehen, 
Under euer Herz soli sich freuen, 
Und eure Freude soil niemand von 

euch nehmen. 
Ich will euch troesten, 
Wie einen seine Mutter troestet. 
Ich habe eine kleine Zeit 
Muehe und Arbeit gehabt 
Und habe grossen Tost gefunden. 

This Trost, this solace, was expressed 
with deepest sensitivity and sincerity by 
coloratura soprano Henriette Schellen
berg, her voice charged with wondrous 
emotions, with the promise of consola
tion, of hope, of joy that Zebaoth giveth 
and which no man taketh from you. 

Oratorio is the field she has chosen for 
herself, the medium in which she finds 

her greatest happiness in expression and 
where she is making her~greatest contri
bution. "Singing in the Requiem was a 
very special performance for me. I loved 
the ideas I was si ngi ng and I worked very 
hard at conveying the emotion that is in 
the text. I always hope that the spir
ituality that is within me comes across 
because I mean every word of it, and I 
want to make it truly believable. For me 
there is not much point in singing just at 
an artistic level; that's just not enough. 
Nor is it for most of our people. I try to 
teach my students that to achieve beauty 
of tone is not the only important thing 
but also that we must communicate to 
others the feelings that are within us. 
The person has to come through." 

That genuine sincerity is the motive 
for this singer is apparent and the result
ing stability in personality and perfor
mance is not surprising. Thatthis is cou
pled with undisputed talent and 
increasing excellence in achievement is 
cherished by audiences. Add to these 

by Mary M. Enns 

qualifications a dedication to hard work 
to make a success of an undertaking, 
and a wisdom thatthis not be allowed to 
exceed other, equally important pri
orities and you see an artist who is 
clearly headed for the goal she has set 
for herself. 

What, in her early life, we wondered, 
was conducive to a future in music? 
Both Henry and Anna Cornies, Hen
riette's parents, came from musical fam
ilies. Both their fathers were teachers 
and workers in the church. Henriette 
was born in 1947 in a sort of refugee 
camp near Stuttgart, Germany, where 
the family spent a few years after having 
left Russia to emigrate to Canada in 
1948. In Winnipeg she, and her older ' 
brother and younger sister, lived with 
their parents in a tiny shack in East Kil
donan. Short on money, they were, 
nevertheless, long on hope and ambi
tion. They would have "typically immi
grant sort of family gatherings for 
Christmas and other special times with 
everybody singing really good har
mony." 

They bought a "heap of a piano" 
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eventually and scraped up enough 
money every week to send Henriette to 
the Konrad Conservatory for piano 
lessons. She insists this is where she 
real ly lea rned to read music because of 
the volume of playing she was required 
to do, though it was at the expense of 
any real technique. Father played the 
violin as did their second daughter and 
together with Henriette they accom
panied the clan singing. Piano practice 
was encouraged rather than forced, with 
mother sitting by listening. Her daughter 
remembers: "Mother was a good singer, 
always singing at her housework. Today 
I wonder how could she have done that! 
The last thing I want to do is sing while I 
do housework." Henry Cornies' great 
love was to conduct a choir, and he 
conducted the church choir for a time. 
When he took on the leadership of the 
Mennonite male voice choir he was 
convi need that that was the sound. 

The decision to make music a serious 
study toward a career came during her 
second year of elementary school 
teaching. She was teaching all the music 
anyway and had already, as part of an 
education course, taken a summer class 
of voice with Herb Belyea at the Uni
versity of Manitoba. She was 19. "It was 
my first encounter with voice lessons. 
Belyea was a wonderfu I motivator." 
And so she began teaching in a Trans
cona school as a "music specialist." 

But teaching school was just not what 
she wanted to do. She hated the disci
pline problems she was experiencing 
with the older boys. When she was 
asked to sing on Hymn Sing she 
accepted with pleasure. She quit teach
ing school and began studies atthe Uni
versity of Manitoba School of Music. 

Meanwhile she had met Prof. The
odore Lindenbaum of Detmold, Ger
many, during two summer sessions; one 
in Winnipeg, the other in Goshen, Indi
ana. Realizing her potential, he encour
aged her to go and study with someone. 
"It was 1970. I was anxious to get out of 
Winnipeg and see the world anyway, so 
I decided to go to Detmold for a year. I 
stayed for four." She studied in opera 
school, she took Ital ian, French and 
German diction. She worked closely 
with Monica Driessler in aural training, 
with Lindenbaum, a voice technician, 
and with Prof. Guenther Weissenborn, 
voice teacher and accompanist to many 
of the great singers of that period, 
including baritone Dietrich Fischer
Dieskau. She immersed herself chiefly 
in the study of German Lieder, an area of 
music that she came to love dearly. 
"Right now oratorio is the direction I'm 
happy to go, but it's a little more confin
ing. Some of the music is not that 
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obviously emotional. And it really is 
great singing things that are very sad or 
very happy." She finds some of the Bach 
and Handel subdued, the music rather 
more subtle. On the other hand, the 
German Lieder are appealing to her for 
their exquisite poetry and their emo
tional, explosive content. 

In 1974, not yet having completed her 
vocal performance diploma at Nord
westdeutsche Musikakademie in Det
mqld, Henriette was hired by the Bavar
ian Radio Chorus under the leadership 
of Rafael Kubelik in Munich, Germany. 
Now she was making her living singing 
full time. On weekends she sang in 
church concerts. This continued for four 
years. Meanwhile she commuted to 
Detmold every three weeks, an 8-10 
hour train ride, for a year until she had 
earned her diploma. 

Eight years is a good stretch for a 
young Canadian to spend in Germany. 
Not unnaturally, she began to feel a 
restlessness, a desire to be back home in 
Canada. Unwilling to return to school 
teaching, she was grateful when George 
Wiebe responded to her enquiry and 
offered her some part-time work at 
CMBC, as did Sylvia MacDonald, her 
former voice teacher. With the help of 
Canada Council grants she now studied 

with people like Elly Ameling and 
Gerard Souzay. A year later she was a 
full-time faculty member at CMBC. 
Over a period of years she has taught 
voice, aural training, music theory and 
piano at the college. She has also 
appeared in an impressive roster of con
certs. 

"Right now is a beautiful time for me, 
though it's extremely difficult trying to 
juggle three definite careers; the singing, 
the family, the teaching. But my heart is 
in all three and I really want all three, 
now. 

Right now she is in concert work as 
heavily as she can afford to be. But the 
older her children, Miriam, three, and 
Christina, 18 months, get, the more time 
she hopes to be able to devote to her 
career. She gives a I ion's share ot credit 
to Rudy, her husband, who because of 
an exceptionally supportive attitude to 
her work, has made the whole a work
able situation. 

Rudy and Henriette first met when 
both were studying in Germany. A 
native of Kleefeld, Manitoba, Rudy has 
been a student at MBBC and was then 
studying conducting in Detmold. Hen
riette was already in Munich, commut
ing regularly to Detmold. Their favorite 
memory of that period is a long walk 

Westgate 

• 
We Appreciate your Participation and Interest 

Nov. 25,1985 - Society Semi-Annual Meeting 
Dec. 13, 1985 - Christmas Concert 

Season's Greetings 

Together we can provide a Christian Education for our youth. 

Westgate Mennonite Collegiate 
86 West Gate 

775-7111 



they took together in one of Germany's 
beautiful cemeteries. 

Quite by coincidence both returned 
to Canada in 1978, and both were 
invited to join the Winnipeg Singers. 
Both became part of a small social group 
that went to the Gondola Pizza in East 
Kildonan every Thursday after choir 
practice. Their friendship crystalized 
into a courtship and they were married 
in 1980. Now Henriette, instead of going 
back to school teaching to put bread on 
the table, was able to continue her 
music teaching. Today they have a good 
worki ng arrangement together, al
though problems surface at times 
because both are always involved in 
musical work on week ends, usually in 
different places. Each of them is, how
ever, understanding of the other's 
involvements. "Rudy is very ambitious 
for me, which is'good, because I need to 
be pushed a little." 

Rudy's career in choral conducting 
earned him a post at the Stei nbach Bible 
College. He also conducts an oratorio 
choi r there as well as the sanctuary choi r 
at First Mennonite Church in Winnipeg. 
With pride his wife smiles: "He's doing 
very,well and getting better all the time. 
He's also a wonderful cook and keeps 
house better than I do. I couldn't have 
had the children if he were not the kind 
of person he is with them. He does more 
than his share all the time." 

Frustrations? The time factor. 
Henriette believes she is not singing as 
well as she can and will because like 
many others she has to scrounge for 
time, taking care not to let the singing 
career sell itself short because "that's the 
easiest to go down the drain. The chil
dren won't wait, the students have their 
designated time, so the singing gets 
pushed off into a corner. Fortunately 
concerts put pressure on me to work on 
that." 

But that means summoning up 
energy, and two active children require 
energy, too. "I had both my children 
after 30 and that has its disadvantages 
because it seems harder to cope with the 
incessant noise from kids who are won
derfurbut oh so lively." She bursts into 
laughter, her big brown eyes sparkling: 
"That's one of the reasons I'm working 
- to keep my sanity." 

Henriette admits to no such frustra
tions in her teaching career, in the 
teaching of eager young students of 
music. "I love that!" And there appears 
to be a wealth of talent there. She feels 
the students are getting good training in 
our Mennonite private schools. "But I 
see doom and gloom regarding the 
direction that our church music is tak
ing, though some churches are guarding 

their high .standards. I'm concern.ed 
when the young sing mostly in unison 
with guitar accompaniment. Their 
choice of music is alarming." 

In Winnipeg there is excellent 
exposure to professional singing with 
opera and big choral events. Henriette 
becomes enthusiastic: "I've had several 
students in theJast couple of years who 
came as raw material. Victor Engbrecht 
has a tremendous background, with his 
father in the music field. Another is Phil 
Enns, who had spent a year in Bienen
berg, someone who didn't know how to 
use his voice at all, but the potential was 
very obvious, and he's a hard worker." 

Then Schellenberg says something 
surprising: "My own singing has really 
improved' with my teaching. So many 
things are under the surface with a stu
dent. To bring that out one has to exag
gerate these things. Listening to myself I 
realize what has to come out for me. 
One of the biggest things we as Men
nonites need to overcome is this inhibi
tion on stage. Working with my students 
on that has really helped me a lot. It's a 
matter of pushing the student, prodding, 
cajoling and encouraging him in his 
ability to communicate. People like 
Victor, Phil, Mary jane Hiebert, they're 
so good at such a young age; they're 

getting the kind of work now that they 
are wanting." 

Henriette feels she ought to and 
would I ike to be working harder on her
self, her technique, her repertoire, but 
that is where the time factor comes in. 
She has, she says, had some wonderful 
opportunities recently through Bill 
Baerg, MBBC, for concerts in Kitchener, 
in Toronto and Vancouver. To be work
ing and contributing chiefly on the 
Mennonite scene "has been an unex
pected gift. I consider myself fortunate 
to be working with people like George 
Wiebe; Bill Baerg, john Martens and 
Henry Engbrecht in the Mennonite 
churches and colleges. And singing with 
john Martens is always uplifting. He's 
such a rock, musically, such a fine 
musician." 

As she eventually gets more time 
away from the family Henriette would 
also like very much to go into recital 
work, which, until now, she has done so 
little of. With her talent, her dedication, 
her capacity for hard work, her love for 
music, her pleasure in sharing all this 
with others, it is to be hoped that that 
time is not too far away. 
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Assiniboine Travel 

Special rJ)epa1ftU1fes 
1985-86 TOURS 

1. MIDDLE EAST 
Departure: April 

4. U.S.S.R. Tours 
June and July 

2. FIJI 
Departure: Dec. 25, 10 days 

3. HONGKONG 
Departure: Mid Term Break 

CALL John Schroeder, Hilda Driedger, Darlene Kailer, Linda Mantler, 
Lori Neufeld, Ruth Wiebe, Elaine F. Dyck, Rose J. Szczepanik 

ASSINIBOINE 
TRAVEL 

219-818 Portage Ave. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 

(1) (204) 775-0271 INWATS (1) (800) 262-8893 
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Dedicated to excellence 
Because of the seasonal nature of much 

of the work at Friesen 's, a great number of 
students are hired for the summer months. 
Andrea Heinrichs is one of the students 
who has come for the financial benefits and 
the work experience at Friesen's. She has 
been assisting the full-time staff in the 
typesetting department. 

D. W. Friesen & Sons Ltd . is 
comprised of Friesen Printers, Friesen 
Wholesale Stationers, Friesen Yearbooks, . 
Friesen Packag ing , Friesen Business 
Machines and the Red River Valley Echo. 
Our head office is located in Altona, 
Manitoba and we have sales offices in 
Victoria , Vancouver, Kelowna, Calgary, 
Edmonton , Regina, Saskatoon , Winnipeg, 
Toronto, and the Maritimes. 

(e DWFriesen & Sons Ud. 
"Where people make the difference" 
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Reflections on The Shunning 

by Harry Loewen 

A long-past religious practice among 
Mennonites has become the talk of 
Winnipeg and some southern Manitoba 
towns. Through the production of 
Patrick Friesen's play The Shunning 
both Mennonites and non-Mennonites 
have been reminded that there was a 
time - and among a few conservative 
groups it still happens today - when a 
member of a church could be ostracized 
and avoided (shunned) by the congre
gation, family and immediate society. 
Such shunning took place for either 
breaking some rule of the church or 
manifesting a proud and unyielding 
spirit, as happens in the case of Peter 
Neufeld in The Shunning. 

The practice of applying the ban fol
lowed by shunning goes back to the 
eariyAnabaptists in the Netherlands and 
northern Germany. While Menno 
Simons, the leader of North-European 
Anabaptists, was not as severe as some 
of his fellow-elders in this matter, he too 
believed in, and practiced, banning and 
shunning. Shunning was the ultimate 
method used in an attempt to keep the 
church pure - "without spot or wrin
kle," as Menno liked to call it. Shunning 
often included marital avoidance as 
well. 

There is an interesting story about 
Swaen Rutgers of Emden, Germany, 
who in 1555 rebelled against this harsh 
practice among the early Mennonites. 
When her husband was banned for 
some unknown reason from the con
gregation and she was ordered by Elder 
Leenard Bouwens to avoid him and 
deny him "table and bed," Swaen 
refused to obey the order. The elder 
threatened to excommunicate her as 
well. Menno Simons and other mem-

bers of the congregation urged modera
tion, but when Swaen continued to 
resist Elder Bouwens she was banned 
from the congregation. Swaen Rutgers is 
no doubt one of the first women among 
Anabaptist-Mennonites who had the 
courage to rebel against an inhuman, 
thus less than Christian, practice. 

The South-German and Swiss Ana
baptists also practiced church disci
pline, includihg the ban, but they were 
less strict in the application of shunning 
which they considered to be too severe 
and a breach of Christian love and for
giveness. Among the more conservative 
Dutch, Prussian, and Russian Menno
nites banning and shunning have per
sisted until fairly recent times. Among 
some U.S. and Canadian Mennonites 
the practice existed as late as the 1970s. 
In Manitoba this severe church disci
pline became a public scandal several 
years ago when the media exposed the 
practices of the Holdeman sect by inter
viewing banned members who were 
willing to talk about their experiences. 

The play The Shunning has played to 
full houses in Altona, Steinbach and 
Winnipeg, with audiences composed of 
both Mennonites and non-Mennonites. 
Mennonite spectators who were inter
viewed by the media said they enjoyed 
the play and that as far as they knew 
such practice had taken place in the past 
but that it rarely happens today that 
someone is shunned. 

Author Patrick Friesen, however, who 
grew up in Steinbach but today lives in 
Winnipeg and no longer is a church
practising Mennonite, said in a TV 
interview that the attitude among south
ern Manitoba Mennonites has not 
changed all that much. It was not 
altogether clear what he meant, but he 
seemed to say that while few churches 
today would avoid a member the way 
the hero of the play is avoided, in some 
respects and on another level Menno
nites still treat some fellow-members 

the way Peter Neufeld is treated. 
Friesen's observation leads to reflect

ions and comments with regard to the 
Mennonite churches' attitude toward 
those members who find themselves on 
the periphery or edge of official Men
nonite beliefs and practices. 

It is of course quite true that few 
churches today would deal with mem
bers the way Peter Neufeld in The 
Shunning is dealt with. However, there 
are other ways of ostracizing and shun
ning members who are considered un
desirables or disturbing elements in the 
local church or in the wider Mennonite 
constituency. Moreover, the practical' 
implications of such modern shunning 
may not be as dramatic as in Peter Neu
feld's case, but they are nevertheless as 
serious and far-reach.ing. The following 
are but a few examples of how Men
nonites are still being shunned. 

Sometimes a member is ignored and 
excluded from the inner circle of church 
life because he is critical of the lead
ership of the church. Sometimes it hap
pens that a member with insight and 
new ideas is not only avoided by both 
church and conference but also "si
lenced to death" by the church papers 
and magazines. We also know of 
instances where a principal of a Chris
tian high school and teachers of Bible 
colleges were forced to resign because 
their understanding of the Gospel, 
among other reasons, did not square 
with that of the institutions or con
ference. There are, moreover, increas
ingly instances where educated and 
thinking members are pushed to the 
periphery or even beyond the edge of 
the religious community because they 
think for themselves and thus don't fit 
what the community considers correct 
dogma or practice. These examples 
could be multiplied. 

It is ironic that religious leaders have 
been and are afraid of new light and 
love, and persecuted those who advo-
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by Mavis Reimer cated and lived these two virtues. jesus, 
for example, brought a new Gospel and 
loved sinners. For this he was nailed to 
the cross. In early Anabaptist history 
there was Hans Denck who preached 
and practised love for all men. As a 
result he was suspected of believing in 
universalism (the doctrine that God will 
ultimately save all men), and until fairly 
recently be was not quite accepted as a 
true Anabaptist by Mennonite histo
rians. And closer to home, there was an 
elder in one of the Winnipeg churches 
who was "dealt with" and isolated by 
his constituency for following in the 
footsteps of Hans Denck. It is to the 
credit of the local church that it stood 
behind its beloved elder, defending him 
as a man of God and as an exemplary 
pastor. 

Light and Darkness: 
Imagery of The Shunning 

In shunning their undesirable mem
bers, churches, institutions' and con
ferences not only inflict pain upon the 
outcasts and act in an unchristian spirit, 
but they also deprive themselves of the 
spiritual benefits that could come to 
them through the activities of their crit
ics. By shunning the thinkers and so
called radicals and heretics (persons 
who hold controversial opinions), the 
church is both stifling new insights and 
spiritual progress and admitting that it is 
far from following jesus, who was the 
greatest radical, critic and heretic at all 
time. mm 

In conversation with poet Patrick 
Friesen a few years ago, he remarked 
that he had often thought, while grow
ing up, that the Mennonite conception 
of God was of a searchlight in a con
centration camp, a light that roved over 
the darkness seeking out evidence of 
missteps and errors. Watching the PTE 
production of Friesen's The Shunning 
recently, I was reminded, rather insis
tently, of his comment. 

Light seems to me to be one of the 
controlling metaphors of The Shunning 
in its stage version. From Peter's open
ing speech, where he recalls his 
mother's hoe "slashing down like a 
sun" as she weeds the garden, light and 
its effects occupy the characters. The 
play is set in july, a very hot july, we are 
told. Peter comments that the glowing 
sun in the fields burns him "black into 
soil" and that he sees so much of the sun 
that his sweat never dries. 

Light defines not only the setting of 
the play, but also the terms of the world 
with which Peter is asked to concur. It 

If you miss seeing Jake Klassen's Kitchens, 
. you miss seeing the best 

Whether you're planning a new home or remodelling and older home, make your 
kitchen the best is can be . . . a beautiful blend of warmth and welcome, function and 
practicality. A Jake Klassen kitchen. 

O' Beckermann 
__ HE. GALLERY 

944112 Portage Ave. 
Ph. 774-1647 
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seems to him that his church requires 
him to accept a vision of reality that has 
neither warmth nor softness in it. In one 
of the most dramatic moments of the 
play, Peter, listening to Rev. Loewen 
quoting yet another passage of scripture, 
turns on him and shouts, /I All this cold, 
hard light!" Light, repeatedly associated 
in literature, including biblical liter
ature, with knowledge, takes on a male
volent quality in The Shunning. One 
may know the literal words of the gospel 
cold, but without the warmth of human 
compassion and love, tbat knowledge is 
merely, in the words of St. Paul, "a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbaL" 

Peter's conflict with his church begins 
with his refusal to accept the doctrine-of 
a literal hell. But Peterfails to find peace, 
not because he refuses to accept the 
terms his church has set up, but because 
he cannot move past those terms. His 
brother johann, the survivor, is willing 
occasionally to shield his eyes from the 
sun, and glory in such sights as his wife 
walking home from church. Peter, how
ever, sees that the light, the reality his 
church asks him to accept, does not 
embrace the human hungering of the 
night. Precisely because he accepts their 
terms, he requires himself to choose 
between the cold, hard light and eternal 
darkness. 

The staging of The Shunning borrows 
the metaphors of the poetry. Helen, who 

narrates the events of Peter's shunning, 
stands behind a screen of bars, caught in 
a spotl.ight. For her, the light is a trap. 
The knowledge of what is the right 
response to Peter's apostasy prevents 
her from acting on her instincts to move 
toward him in love. No longer is the 
couple permitted to lie together in bed, 
"swaddled in moonlight." Even in this 
most intimate place of human contact, 
the light searches them out, the sun 
"leaning in the window" like some 
peeping Tom. 

In the final sequence of the play, 
Helen and Peter kneel together to sing 
the hymn, 0 God, our help in ages past. 
Peter sings with her strongly in the first 
stanza. He can understand the God that 
is "a shelter from the stormy blasts and 
our eternal home." But he walks out of 
the house as Helen continues to sing. At 
the conclusion of the hymn, we hear a 
single gunshot. Peter's is the dream that 
dies at break of day. mm 



Neatly crafted but tragic 

Reviewed by Ruth Vogt 

T hose in the community who missed 
the PTE performance of The Shunning 
missed a real treat. For myself, having 
previously read Pat Friesen's narrative 
poem of the same name, and been 
deeply moved by the tragic story, I won
dered just how Friesen's adaptation to a 
stage play wou Id work. It works magn if
icently. The small, intimate facility of 
PTE, with the audience seated on three 
sides of the stage, is particularly suited to 
this essentially psychological drama. In 
such a setting the audience is very 
quickly drawn in to the inner lives of the 
four people involved in the action. 

The play works because it deals with a 
powerful story, and because the play
wright focuses on one central issue with 
little divergence from this issue. The 
movement toward the tragic ending is 
gripping and relentless. The play also 
works because of Pat Friesen's wonder
ful way with words. The poetry is never 
lost in the drama. One wants to listen
to savour every word. And finally, the 
play works at PTE because of the fine 
performances of the actors: Peter Smith 
as Peter, the central figure in the drama, 
and Maggie Nagle as his wife, Helen. 
Simply clothed, with an economy of 
overt dramatic movement, the two 
involve the audience completely in the 
issue which destroys them and their 
close relationship. Stephen Walsh plays 
the part of Loewen, the minister deter
mined to cure Peter of the sin of pride; 
and Robb Paterson is excellent as 
Johann, the younger rather simple
minded brother of Peter, who tries 
pathetically, but is totally incapahle of 
understanding the unyielding nature of 
his brother. 

The Shunning is the story of a Men
nonite farmer who finds the teaching of 
the church about Hell to be inconsistent 
with his view of a loving and forgiving 
God. For this apostasy he is disciplined 
by the church. Rev. Loewen visits him 
and urges him to change his mind. 
He is unable to do so. Finally, the most 
cruel of punishments is inflicted on the 
man. He is to be shunned. This should 
quickly help him to change his attitude 
and conform to the community. Shun
ning means that all normal forms of 
human contact are forbidden. Even his 
beloved wife must refrain from contact, 
and leave the marital bed. Torn 

Review of "The Shunning" by Patrick 
Friesen. 
Presented by Prairie Theatre Exchange. 

between love for Christ, and love for her 
husband, she opts for Christ, and 
watches in agony as he slowly breaks 
down under the strain of isolation, yet 
defiantly refuses to give in to the pres
sure. Close to the end, after Peter goes 
on a senseless killing rampage of the 
henhouse, she hopelessly acknowl
edges that she wi II no longer concern 
herself about him - since he has chosen 
to abandon Christ, he will have to meet 
his fate by himself. Unable to bear the 
spiritual isolation, yet unable to change 
his mind, Peter takes a shotgun and kills 
himself. The play is so carefully crafted 
that the audience is prepared for this 
tragic ending, which could have been 
melodramatic, but is not. 

The utter simplicity of the setting and 
the original music score by John Mc
Culloch, together with the fine acting of 
the cast, all combine effectively to 
create a drama that grips oneemo
tionally and forces one to come to terms 
with the central issue. Director Kim 
McCaw is to be commended, together 
with all the other participants, for a par
ticularly fine production. 

The Shunning, unlike the popular 
"sit-coms" on television, is not a drama 
which one can sit back and relax and 
enjoy, feeling comfortable about onself 
and the world. Rather, it serves the pur
pose of all true drama, forting one to sit 
up and search one's soul and ponder the 
message that is being presented. Is this 
drama about us, modern urban Menno
nites living comfortably in the city in the 
second half of the twentieth century? 
What do we do with the independent 
thinkers in our community? Do we 
allow them to express their opinions, to 
challenge us and to continue to work in 
our midst? Are we ever guilty of a mod
ern form of shunning, of social isolation 
which leaves the questioner on the 
fringe and alone? Our traditional 
method of dealing with non-conform
ists has been to remove them from our 
midst, so that we never have to deal with 
the challenges they are presenting. 
Though there are few Mennonite con
gregations today that would officially 
shun a rebel, and though much is said 
and done in the Mennonite community 
in the name of love, Friesen forces us to 
ask whether there is something cold and 
judgmental at the core of our religion. 
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This edition we announce the winner of 
the contest published in the September 
edition: from the 46 entries, Tina Isaak, of 
Carman, was selected the winner. A cash 
prize has been sent. 

The answers to the September contest 
are novel, comic, farce, amuse, laugh, and 
humor. 

The letters are to be re-arranged and 
written in the squares to form words. Let
ters which fa/l into the squares with circles 
are to be arranged to complete the answer 
at the bottom of the puzzle; the drawing to 
the right provides a clue. 

A winner will be drawn from among the· 
contest entries and the prize awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror office 
by November 26, 1985. 

Name 

Address 

City/Town 

Postal Code 

Send Entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203-818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
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A year-long 
look in 
the Mirror? 
Your Gift Subscriptions 
may be i ncl uded on a 
separate sheet. 

Subscribe this week and you 
will receive the Mirror each 
month and see more of the 
magazine that tries to take a 
comprehensive look at what 
Mennonites in Manitoba are 
doing. 

The Mirror is published 10 
ti mes each year from Sep
tember to June. 

The current annual sub
scription (10 issues) is 
$10 for one year 
$18 for two years 

Send your cheque or money 
order, together with the 
coupon below to: 

Mennonite Mirror 
203-818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3GON4 

name 

address 

address 

city/town 

postal code 
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CONTRACT WITH THE DEVIL 

The devil once offered me anything 
I asked in exchange for my soul. 
"Go to hell," I wanted to say, 
but always a sucker for a bargain, 
I considered his offer. 
"I'll tell you what: 
I'll trade my soul and even sign 
the contract with my blood 
if you'll help me 
write a book of poems, no, 
one poem wi II do, that wi II 
be remembered after I have 
sizzled in hell a thousand years." 
My wife laughed: 
"Well, I guess I won 't have 
to worry that you'll go to hell ." 

I AM NOT THE JOB I WAS 

I am not the Job I was. 
I do not swing my cane as I walk, 
proud, respected, honored byall. 
I do not see what once I saw: 
cattle too numerous to count 
and sheep and camels. 
My credit at the bank is as 
dried up as this myzbala. 
I have no children. 
Can anyone tell me what's 
going on here? 
I do not know where 
orwho I am. 
I have lost my name. 
Does anyone here know me? 
I do not recognize my own voice. 
Who can tell me who I am? 
The dust in my eyes obscures the God 
I worshipped. 
Has anyone here seen God? 
Who can tell me who He is? 

by Elmer Suderman 

LIKE WILD GEESE 

Like wild geese honking north 
faint and high and far away 
our lives skein out 
into the darkness 
into V shapes no shapes 
then V shape 
wearily recapitulant 
into no form cold sound 
no sound. 

JOB'S DRAMA 

lam, 
I've heard, 
a character in a play, 
one of the greatest ever written, 
they say. 
I throw my anguished lines 
into the desert air 
and know this is no play, 
this desert no stage. 
The sorrow's too real, 
the pus from the sores too putred, 
the itch and pain too intense. 
Grease paint could not accentuate 
my look of pain . 
My sackcloth's no costume 
I can take off 
when curtain falls 
for me. 
Or for you. 
We are characters, 
all of us, 
in the same play. 



Visitor to S",aziland sees 
curious Dlix of ancient and Dlodern 

The following is the first of several 
letters written from Swaziland by Or. 
Victor Peters, whose son Karl is teaching 
there. As MM readers have come to 
expect, Or. Peters' wit and keen powers 
of observation are working as well as 
ever. 

by Victor Peters 

Every day the news media report on 
Africa. It is either a famine in Ethiopia, 
apartheid in South Africa, a military 
coup in Nigeria, or some other disturb
ing development. To know more about 
this so-called "dark" continent would 
be a rewarding pursuit, but my motive 
for going there was different. 

We all know the Bible story of Jacob. 
When he heard that his son Joseph was 
in Egypt, he said: "It is enough. I will go 
and see him." The account reports that 
Jacob "took his journey with all that he 
had." My son Karl, through a Canadian 
service organization, had taken a teach
ing position in the Kingdom of Swazi
land. Like Jacob, I said, "Let us depart to 
Swaziland." I too took alii had, passport 
and visa, traveller's cheques, and Amer
ican Express and Visa credit cards. 
Unlike Joseph, Karl was not the chief 
Honcho of the Pharaoh. Karl had been 
assigned to a Catholic school in the 
remotest corner of Swaziland. But 
unlike Joseph again, Karl had a VW. 
While some of the roads here have seen 
little change since the days when the 
pyramids were built, we do get around. 

Except for the roads Swaziland is a 
paradise. I have been here for over a 
month and the temperature during the 
day has not been under 70 0 nor over 
80 0 , you neither shiver nor perspi reo 
Karl lives in the middlevelt with the best 
of all climates. No mosquitos, few flies. 
The windows and doors remain open, 
no screens. (You close them at night of 
course to keep out lizards and snakes.) 
The landscape - rolling hills- is beau
tiful, and the natives are friendly. The 

sisters, who run this school and also a 
clinic, have an orchard which I can see 
from my window as I write. First a patch 
of pineapple, then high up on the trees 
are avocados as big as two fists put 
together. Two rows of trees look almost 
like Christmas trees decorated with 
what the ancient Greeks called "golden 
apples" (oranges); next to them is a row 
of banana trees. Two hundred yards 
behind our house is an open market 
where a dozen women squat and sell all 
the different kinds of vegetables you can 
imagine. 

There are of course some drawbacks, 
but not worse than those experienced by 
Adam and Eve before The Fall: no tele-

Woman with child in Swaziland. 

vision, no newspapers, no hot running 
water. We do have electricity from 6 to 9 
in the evening (supplied by a Diesel
driven generator), and fresh meat on 
Wednesday. Most of you will not 
remember the good old days in the 
Canadian West, before refrigeration. 
Farmers had beef-rings. They wanted 
fresh meat in summer, especially during 
threshing time, so they took turns 
butchering a steer or hog once a week. 
On that day all the neighboring farmers 
would go to this particular farmer and 
get thei r share of meat. 

Rural Swaziland has a variant of this 
practice, except that its farmers do not 
take turns in slaughtering. Instead there 
is a butchery every 10 km or so, and on 
Wednesday Karl, Henry (a native teach
er) and I drive to the nearest butchery. 
Since they have to teach until 2 o'clock, 
we left late in the afternoon. Last time 
the fi rst butchery we got to was out of 
meat, so was the second. The third one 
had meat. 

Now when you visualize a butchery, 
forget about Swift's. It's a building about 
twice the size of an outhouse. There is a 
door at the back and a wide operling in 
front. Behind the opening hangs the 
carcass on one side and the butcher 
stands on the other. You hand the 
butcher some money and he carves a 
chunk of meat and hands it to you . 
Henry knows the choices cuts and 
points out what he wants. Since he is 
highly respected, the butcher complies 
willingly. 

In the evening we plan to have a steak 
dinner. Unfortunately more acquain
tances drop it. Soon we are a party of 
blacks, coloreds (mixed parentage) and 
whites. During dinner the conversation 
turns to religion. I get the surprise of my 
life when I hear them discuss Rev . 
Jimmy Swaggart and the son of Oral 
Roberts, both great healers and speakers 
in tongues. Both of them have held 
meetings in Swaziland and both are 
accepted as some kind of mutj-men, a 
combination of miracle worker, me<:Ji-
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cineman and faith healer. In the cities 
they have television. Karl and I have sat 
in a bar, sipped our beer and watched 
Jimmy Swaggert from a TV-set perched 
in the corner. He is as often on Swazi 
television as he is at home, denouncing 
sin, while the natives grunt approval and 
drink their coke and whisky or coke and 
cane (a kind of vodka made from sugar 
cane). 

Indeed, many of the traditional beliefs 
here and Christian rituals are not 
exclusive. What better way of getting rid 
of evil spirits than by drowning them in 
immersion baptism. The main Christian 
church among blacks in Swaziland and 
South Africa are the Apostolic Zionists 
(no connection with Israel), emphasizes 
healing, tongues and three-fold bap
tism. Its priests are also prophets, 
inspired instruments who may also 

reinterpret Scripture. Much of their 
church service consists of extravagant 
night-long singing and dancing. Auto
mobiles are rare in Swaziland. Since the 
services are conducted during the night 
from Saturday to Sunday, you see on 
Sunday mornings many worn-out 
Zionists struggling to get home, among 
them the bearded priests with their long 
sticks and colorful flowing garb. Life is 
not dull in Swaziland. 

mm 

FOR SALE 

Fellowship Bookcenter, 1477 
Pembina Hwy., Winnipeg, reli
gious retail. For more infor
mation contact Anita Neufeld 
(204) 837-4131 or (204) 
453-4919. 

You are cordially invited to 
participate in the 

ANNUAL MEETING 
of the 

Mennonite Media Society Inc. 
8:30a.m. 

(breakfast will be served) 
Saturday, November 30, 1985 

Westin Inn 
Speakers: 

David and Deanna Waters 
producers of CSC's Hymn Sing 

Topic: 
The Challenge of producing 

Film and Video for the 
Regular Market Place 
Reservations required, 

call 338-1237 
Mennonite Media SOCiety Inc. 

201-1382 Henderson Highway, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2G 1M8 

More and More People Go Across Town 

To Get To CROSSTOWN 

Everyday ... 
Fast, Friendly 

Service 
From a Staff that 

Truly Cares 
About Your 
Financial 
Needs. 

Three RCA 
20" Colour 

Televisions •.. 
One Each 

Location Given 
Away 

At the End of 
November 

A Sun-filled 
Hawaiian 

Holiday ••. 
For Two Drawn 

at the '86 
Annual 
Meeting 

Ask For Your Entry Form every time 
You Make a Savings Deposit. 

See Tellers For Draw details and Rules. 

CCrdflt usstoLWtnd ~~~~t~~:~~ba '-_'------' re Inion Iml e 947·1243 

1250 Portage A venue 
Winnipeg . Mani toba 
R3G OT6 
783·708 1 

1200 Henderson Hwy. 
Winnipeg . Manitoba 
R2G IL6 
338·0365 

Servi ng the Mennonite ~eople of Manitoba for over 40 years with a full range of financial services . 
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Carillon Photo 

c. P. Loewen 

c. P. Loeuren, 1926 - 85: 
A personal tribute 

Cornie P. Loewen, 59, prominent 
Steinbach businessman, died peacefully 
at his home in Steinbach on Sunday, 
October 20. He was the founder and 
chairman of the board of Loewen Win
dows, Steinbach's largest business 
enterprise, with branches in E.dmonton, 
Calgary and Saskatoon. Mr. Loewen was 
widely known not only as a business
man but as an active Christian who 
devoted much of his time to church and 
missions work and who travelled widely 
in the service of MCC and other Men
nonite service organizations. Funeral 
services were held in Steinbach on 
October 24, with around 2,000 people 
in attendance. 

by AI Reimer 

C. P. "Cornie" Loewen of Steinbach 
was one of my oldest friends. We got to 
know each other in Sunday school and 
in Tante Anna's Kindergarten class. We 
started school together in Miss Mary 
Kornelson's Grade One class in the prim 
white elementary school building that 
stood where the town hall stands today. 
In those early years I was always a little 
envious of Corky. He lived in a big 
house on Main Street and his father 
owned the large lumberyard that ran 
almost back to Hanover Street where I 
lived. Every day he brought to school 
and ate with serene relish a huge, shiny 
red Delicious apple that made my 
mouth run just to look at. We didn't 
have those at home. On the schoolyard 
he excelled in soccer and softball, even 
though he was a chubby little guy who 
didn't look very athletic. 

Cornie dropped out of school early, 
his talents already required in the family 
business. When I was expelled from 
high school one year, my father grimly 
got me a job at C. T. Loewen's Lum
beryard. I hated the drudgery of piling 

lumber and cement sacks all day, but 
occasionally got a respite by being 
assigned as Cornie's helper on the 
delivery truck he drove to Winnipeg 
daily. The hours spent driving and being 
in the city made those "bonus" days that 
didn'tfeellikework. BythattimeCornie 
and I didn't have all that much in com
mon, I suppose. His thoughts were 
mainly on business and other serious 
matters like religion and the church. 
Mine were mostly on girls, books and on 
my secret ambition to be an artist of 
some kind or another. I couldn't wait to 
get away from Steinbach, while Cornie 
accepted it and couldn't wait to begin 
his inherited business role in it. And yet 
there remained an unspoken bond be
tween us. I respected his quiet compe
tence and essential decency; he was 
surprisingly tolerant of my rebel views 
and teenaged contempt for the familiar. 
His future, of course, was assured, mine 
very much up in the air. 

By the time I achieved respectability 
and a career in Winnipeg, Cornie was 
already running an ever-expanding 
lumberyard and window factory with 
the same cheerful, unassuming effi
ciency and quiet faith in the inevitable 
rightness of things that he has always 
shown in the past. We remained good if 
distant friends. Whenever my wife and I 
visited Cornie and Anne (another old 
school friend) they were generous hosts 
and treated us with warm friendliness 
and Cornie's special brand of lively 
interest. 

For all his impressive achievements in 
business, Cornie Loewen remained a 
down-to-earth and uncomplicated 
human being. He was always genial, 
loved people, and had a casual, disarm
ing personal manner that was absolutely 
genuine. And although he was a hard 
worker, he was anything but a prisoner 
of his own success, a workaholic con
demning himself to a life sentence in his 

office. He carried his boyhood love for 
active sports into middle age and 
remai ned a better than average golfer 
and skier. He loved flying and was a 
skilled pilot until a balky heart forced 
him to give up his license. 

Above all, Cornie was a humane, 
compassionate Christian who never lost 
sight of the essentials in life. Born to 
privilege, command and money he cer
tainly was, but none of that ever went to 
his head. When C. P. Loewen spoke of 
the family business (and his own) as a 
stewardship held in trust from God 
nobody who knew the man and his 
beliefs was sceptical or suspected 
hypocrisy. Cornie had inherited that 
philosophy from his father and took it as 
literally as a man can take anything. He 
was a Christian businessman and he 
proved it every day of his life. He shared 
the Steinbach business establishment's 
abhorence for trade unions, but he had 
long since put his employees on a 
profit-sharing plan. Cornie and Anne 
lived in a secluded new house on the 
northern edge of town and he travelled a 
lot, but otherwise his lifestyle differed 
little from that of the workers in his fac
tory. 

Devoted as he was to his family, busi
ness and community, Cornie's Christian 
vision was the most ambitious part of 
him. He practised a Christian form of 
noblesse oblige that was far-reaching 
but characteristically self-effacing. He 
spent countless hours on various church 
and mission boards, and travelled 
countless miles all over the world -
especially in African countries -
inspecting MCC projects and providing 
constructive advice, moral support and 
practical assistance. His energy, vision 
and self-sacrificing dedication even 
with his failing heart, marked him as a 
man who would have been considered 
special in any community or time. 
Steinbach was lucky to have had him for 
its own. 

As a boy I admired Corky Loewen and 
envied him a little. As a man I admired 
him even more, and if I still envied him a 
little it was not for his public success but 
for his private qualities as a man and a 
Christian. Around 2,000 mourners in a 
town of 8,000 people attended his 
funeral. The largest church in Steinbach 
was fi lied to capacity half an hour before 
the funeral service began. And I am sure 
that most of them, like me, were there to 
pay their last respects to a valued friend 
rather than to a prominent pillar of the 
community. 

Rest in peace, Cork. You showed us 
where the tree is, let others eat the 
apples now. mm 
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Books give not wisdom where none was before, 
But where some is, there reading makes it more. 

- Sir John Harrington 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 

The Mennonite literary Society, Inc., a non-profit organization, began as Brock 
Publishing Company in 1971. The Society's main purpose is to print a magazine, The 
Mennonite Mirror, but it also supports the publication of books of interest to the 
Mennonite community. The Mennonite Mirror has been published monthly since 
1971 and enters more than 5,000 Mennonite homes. 

Books published by the Literary Society are the following: 

• 1977 A Russian Dance of Death by Dietrich Neufeld 

• 1979 No Strangers in Exile by Hans Harder 

• 1981 Mennonite Images ed. by Harry Loewen 

• 1982 Meditations on a Place and a Way of life by Ken Loewen and Margaret 
Loewen Reimer 

• 1983 A Beloved Physician Cornelius W. Wiebe by Mavis Reimer 

• 1983 A Sackful of Plautdietsch by AI Reimer, Anne Reimer and Jack Thiessen 

• 1984 Stumbling Heavenward by Urie A. Bender 

• 1984 Kjenn Jie Noch Plaudietsch? by Herman Rempel . 

• 1985 a novel now in publication by AI Reimer 

The Society was also involved in the publication of From Russia with Music by 
Wesley Berg. Several new books are planned for 1986. 
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The Mennonite Literary Society finances its work in 
the following ways: 
• Subscriptions to the Mirror 
• Advertising 
• Donations 

• Individual Book grants for partial 
funding from the Multicultural arm of 
the Secretary of State 

We require a minimum of $10,000 a year in donations to support the Mennonite 
Mirror and to publish several books a year. To improve our publishing program we 
need financial support from the Mennonite community . 

. . . literature rests on a foundation of general acceptance, and it is dependent on 
the civilization in which it is produced, as painting and sculpture 'are not; the painter 
may find a sympathetic buyer for his single picture, but the writer must find at least 
a few hundred buyers for his book, or his career is at an end. 
- Robertson Davies (Voice from the Attic) 

We have the following donor categories: 
$25 to $99 - Donor 
$99 to $499 - Sustaining Member 
$499 to $1,000 - Patron 
$1,000 and over - Benefactor 

All donations are tax deductible because we are a registered non-profit 
organization. A donation of $25 or more qualifies the donor for a voting 
membership in the Mennonite Literary Society, Inc. 

I would like to support the work of the Mennonite Literary Society, Inc. and 
enclose 
a donation for $ _____ _ 

Name ____________________________________________________ __ 

Address __________________________________________________ ___ 

Please make cheques payable to the Mennonite Literary Society Inc., 203-818 
, Portage Ave., Winnipeg, MB. R3G ON4. 
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The Singing Ennses 
Soar Again 
a review by AI Reimer 

The Enns Family and Friends Singers 
Present The Circle of Friends Revisited, 
Muriel Richardson Auditorium, Win
nipeg Art Gallery, October 25 and 26th, 
1985. 

Yes, folks, the singing Enns clan has 
done it again! Like one of those legend
ary circus families performing on the 
high wire or trapeze, this mighty Enns 
team never faltered as they took their 
ensemble act through another dazzling 
evening of popular stage entertainment 
at the Muriel Richardson Auditorium. 
This time there were 37 of them, and 
with their usual Enns chutzpa (Driest
heit, opp Plautdietsch) they made the 
Art Gallery ring with old favorites like 
Drunten im Unter/and, Stenka Razin, 
and On that great gettin' up mornin'. 
The opening songs were accompanied 
by informal color slides of the family on 
trips or simply enjoying nature. In 
between songs they recited poems in 
three languages, told funny stories and 
anecdotes and deftly picked the hearts 
of their capacity audiences for two 
nights running. 

In an age of increasingly sophisticated 
entertainment, where else could you 
find a public performance as delightfully 
old-fashioned, shamelessly sentimental 
and artistically wholesome as this? 
Unlike their last one two years ago, this 
Enns program had no overt theme, but 
was designed simply to create, as clan 
leader Brother Ernest put it, "an atmo
sphere of Gemutlichkeit. It had all the 
variety, spontaneity and casual charm of 
a family sing-song around the old parlor 
upright. One suspects that the Enns clan 
still does this sort of thing every time 
they get together. In their enthusiasm, 
offhandedness and sheer joy of per
forming they are amateurs, all right, but 
with a difference. Putting together a 
program like this requires an immense 
outlay of time, energy and dedication, as 
well as considerable talent. And these 
singing Ennses have all those qualities 
and then some. 

As usual they sang familiar German, 
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English and Russian folksongs and 
Negro spirituals in no particular order 
but always with zest and the kind of 
innate good taste that is characteristic of 
this group. The highlight of the evening 
for me and for most of the audience, I'm 
sure, was Brother Harry's thrilling ren
dition of Stenka Razin, accompanied by 
brothers John and Henri on the guitar 
and balalaika, respectively. Harry Enns' 
ringing bass is still in fine estate and song 
and singer suited each other to perfec
tion. The Five Brothers - Ernest, Sig, 
Harry, John and Henri combined for a 
hilarious "old men's" version of Love's 
Old Sweet Song. I also enjoyed Henri's 
solo In einem kuhlen Grunde, Sig's cav
ernous basso rendering of Jacob's Lad
der and Eleanor Isaak's sweetly sung 
Our Bright Summer Days. The full choir 
sang a hauntingly beautiful Mude bin 
ich, geh' zur Ruh and a lovely Die Lore 
am Tore. 

The readings were as varied and 
skilfully done as the singing. Irmgard 
Friesen read a Fritz Reuter poem in 
flawless Mecklenburger Platt, followed 
by Butch Isaak with a poem in Moloch
naya Plautdietsch (the Mennonite Low 
German sounds "flatter," less like High 
German). Horst Friesen read a humor
ous 1985 version of Snow White and 
Peter Enns delivered two German 
poems in his usual polished style. And 
Selma Enns scored a palpable hit with 
her I wish I didn't talk so much. Selma 

. has a unique way of acting out a poem. 
Marie Enns gave a graceful reading of an 
English poem. Another touching 
moment of evening came when young 
Cathy Enns rose bravely from her 
wheelchair and presented a red rose to a 
cousin standing in for a great-aunt. 

This was the third such Enns concert 
and if the audience has anything to say 
about it, it won't be the last one. What is 
the source of this family's genuine 
appeal as performers? Could it be that 
we see them as representing a style of 
family life that flourished among Men
nonites in Russia and here in Canada at 
one time but that is now rapidly declin-

ing? That style was, of course, based on 
the clan concept, the family as a com
pletesocial organism working together, 
playing together, praying together. It 
was patriarchal in structure, stable in 
form, devout and purposeful in spirit. 
With its German cultural orientation this 
way of life tried to preserve a sense of 
generational continuity and fostered a 
narrow but healthy artistic refinement. 
Listening to the Enns family present 
these unpretentious bits of folk culture 
gives one the illusion of time standing 
still, as though we are still in the inno
cent, naively hopeful earlier decades of 
this century. 

But time is rushing by after all. One 
wonders how long this fine family will 
be able to preserve their archaic but 
immensely appealing style of popular 
entertainment. How precious, fragile 
and personal this warm cultural gesture 
seems when set beside the noisy ape
strut and blasting cacophony of the Rock 
Era. For a brief moment, at least, the 
Enns family created the illusion that we 
all once shared a saner, sweeter, more 
caring world than the one towards 
which we are how being helplessly pro
pelled . 

May the Enns Family lead us into their 
magic Circle of Friends again soon. 
Komt boold wada, jo? mm 

Magdalene 
Klassen 

David J . Epp, President 
ofKona Enterprises Ltd. and Kona 
Properties Ltd. is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Magdalene Klassen as a 
Real Estate Investment Consultant with the 
KonaGroup. 

Prior to joining Kona 
Magdalene was the owner of Magdalene's 
Sewing Shop, and is presently co-owner of 
Harris Sewing Centre. 

The Kona Group is 
involved in the marketing and management 
of commercial real estate and offers a wide 
range of real estate investment opportu
nities and services. Magdalene can 
be contacted at: 

The Kona Group 
1695 Henderson Hwy. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada, R2G IPI 
or (204) 586-9791 

KONA 
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OCTOBER 
• In Manitoba the period from Sep

tember to December seems to impose a 
unique rhythm of life on many Men
nonite families. In September there are 
preparations for school and new church 
activities, and December is taken up by 
preparations for Christmas. The two 
months in between, October and No
vember, are filled with fund-raising 
dinners. We go to our share. October 
begins with a fund-raising dinner in 
support of St. Paul's College, the Catho
lic college at the University of Manitoba 
of which I am a member. I moved my 
office into this college a few years ago in 
order to have more contact with schol
ars in such diverse fields as history, Eng
lish, philosophy, and religion. About 

. half of them are Catholic, the rest are 
poor Protestants (or apostates) like me 
who are there to leaven the loaf. It has 
been a very enriching experience. Each 
year the college invites a leading Cather 
lic scholar from another university to 
give special lectures on theology. The 
fund-raising dinner in early October is 
held to raise money for these lectures 
and to hear this year's speaker, the out
standing biblical scholar, Raymond 
Brown of New York Theological Semi
nary. His visit provokes considerable 
controversy in the local Catholic com
munity, just as it would in ours. Even 
some members of the college board 
boycott the dinner because Father 
Brown is considered much too liberal in 
his interpretations of the Bible (he also 
doesn't pay enough reverence to the 
pope and to the church hierarchy). I 
have never felt that the church has any
thing to fear from scholars who probe 
the meaning of the Bible, and find most 
of Father Brown's talks very stimulating. 

Other dinners include those spon
sored by Westgate Mennonite Colle
giate and the German Congress of 
Manitoba. We look forward to the Men
nonite Village Museum Dinner in 
November - all in honour of worthy 
causes. 

• A Friday evening in October is 
spent at the Prairie Theatre Exchange, 
observing Pat Friesen's play, The Shun
ning (reviewed elsewhere in this issue). 

We make a full evening of it by having 
dinner first at the Old Spaghetti Factory, 
savoring a cheap butfilling meal in good 
Mennonite fashion. The fare at the the
atre is also very Mennonite, though it 
attracts a sold-out audience which 
includes many of our non-Mennonite 
university friends. I think Friesen has 
caught a good deal of the Mennonite 
psyche in his play. There is a streak of 
perfecticmism in the Mennonite faith 
which, on the positive side, produces a 
lot of good works but which also, on the 
negative side, promotes constant eval
uation and condemnation. Of course, 
some of this is hardly unique to Men
nonites. Ultimately Friesen's play is 
about the almost universal human ten
dency to create stability and order 
through rules of conduct which demand 
conformity. The tragedy is that even 
religions which were meant to free the 
human spirit can be subverted to serve 
this purpose. 

• October can be a melancholy 
month, especially when it comes time to 
close the cottage for the year. As we 
gently lift the valve that creates the vac
uum in the well pipe, we hear the water 
gurgling back down the pipe to its sub
terranean depths, where it will be pro
tected from the frost of winter. Hope
fully it wi II sti II be there when the well is 
re-activated in spring. On our last eve
ning we stand for a few moments at the 
top of our cliff and look across the lake to 
the flickering lights of Gimli. A tremen
dous surge of sadness suddenly passes 
through me. The stillness of the night 
speaks of years passing quickly; the 
beach below us is redolent with the 
happy sounds of summer, which are 
now the sounds of yesterday. 

• This melancholy mood is for
tunately broken by an evening of Koop 
'n Buhr at the University of Winnipeg. I 
feel terribly sorry for anyone who can
not enter this magical, immensely funny 
Low German world, re-created so well 
by AI Reimer on this occasion. As a 
friend observes, most of the comedies 
on television today don't come close to 
the comic scenes created by Arnold 
Dyck. 

• The highlight of the month for our 

family is the celebration of bur parents' 
60th wedding anniversary. Because of 
their health only the closest family 
members, 34 in all, gather for dinner 
with the parents at Bethania. What 
thoughts must go through their minds as 
they look at their six grown sons, their 
wives and families, and the few remain
ing sisters and brothers with their fami
lies? Are all of our sins as restless 
youngsters forgiven? How were they 
able to adopt two young girls into their 
family when they had already started a 
family of six? How was mother able to 
retain her unique sense of humour, 
which is evident even today? How was 
father, as one young nephew observes 
on this occasion, able to create an 
"island of civilization" amidst the din of 
the home and the hard business of run
ning a grocery store in Steinbach? When 
I think of our parental home I remember 
particularly the smell of fresh buns when 
I came home from school, the permis
sion I had to invite my friends for Vaspa 
any Sunday of the year, without advance 
notice, because buns, jam and honey 
were always available, my father taking 
me and my friends on most warm sum
mer evenings to the swimming hole 
near St. Anne in the back of his truck, the 
more than 1,000 records in dad's musi
cal library, which were always being 
played in the living room. Though there 
was good Mennonite discipline in the 
home, what I now remember most is the 
spirit of tolerance that characterized our 
family life. We were encouraged to 
develop our own ideas, to criticize what 
we thought was wrong, and though 
much attention was given to the devel
opment of the mind we were always 
reminded that a good heart is much 
superior to a clever mind. Though most 
of us ended up in the university I don't 
recall ever being urged to go there. We 
received no gifts for graduation or for 
academic achievement because, we 
were told, the chance to have a good 
education was gift enough. I deeply 
respect that wisdom. We are all grateful 
now that our parents can spend -their 
remaining years in a home where the 
care is excellent, close to many of their 
children and relatives. The good mem
ories of this evening will be cherished 
for a long time. 

• Toward the end of October we 
receive the tragic news of the sudden 
death of Cornie Loewen of Steinbach 
(see the tribute to him in this issue). My 
mind immediately goes back to 1948 
when I delivered the Free Press to the 
newly-married Loewens in their small 
home behind the lumberyard. In recent 
years I was able to observe his growing 
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success in business, and something of 
his business philosophy through our 
mutual participation in MEDA. I was 
always tremendously impressed by his 
jovial and sincere character, and by his 
conviction that a business is not merely, 
or even primarily, a money-making 
machine but a social organism in which 
both workers and managers create a liv
ing environment which is vital to both. I 
had the feeling that if we closely exam
ined some of our beliefs we would dis
cover that we disagreed at many points, 
but his open-hearted ness never 
allowed him to become too judgmental 
on that score. One could work together 
on the important beliefs that one did 
share. Of the businessmen that I have 
come to know fairly well over the past 
20 years, I would tend to place Cornie in 
the very top ranks when it comes to 
vision and integrity. It is good to see that 
members of his family seem capable of 
carrying on this tradition. 

• I must close this month's observa
tions with a much smaller tragedy. On 
one of the last weekends in October we 
are able once again to spend a few days 
with our daughter and grandson from 
Edmonton. On a nice Sunday afternoon 
I am able to delight our grandson by 
giving him a large helium-filled bal
loon. He loves to watch it hit the cei ling 
of our car as we drive home with it. As 
we step out of the car I transfer it to his 
free hand. Somehow a connection is 
missed, the balloon sails up quickly into 
the blue sky, and our grandson can only 
stare up in agony as his prized posses
sion disappears into the distance. We 
hear later that a new weather balloon 
was spotted an hour later over Gimli, on 
its way to the north pole. That is small 
consolation for the little guy who has 
had to discover, in the painful way that 
most of us do, that there is no lasting 
comfort in the things of this world. 
Eventually they all fade away. 

mm 

COMING EVENTS 
November 15: 6:30 p.m. Mennonite 

Literary Society, Inc. annual meeting. 
November 16: Winnipeg Mennonite 

Elementary School giant garage sale, 
auction and bazaar, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at 
26 Columbus Crescent. 

November 21 and 22: Winnipeg 
Mennonite Theatre, " Amah I and the 
Night Visitors," at Young United 
Church. 

November 22: 7:00 p.m. Mennonite
Village Museum Fund-Raising Dinner. 

November 22 and 23: Annual MCC 
meeting. Sargent church. 

November 25: Westgate Soc iety 
Semi-Annual Meeting. 

December 6, 7, 8: CMBClMBBC 
Oratorio Choirs performing Bach's 
Christmas Oratorio with the Winnipeg 
Symphony. 

Carol Loeppky of Winkler, is begin
ning a two-year Mennonite Central 
Committee assignment at Hindman, Ky. 
She will be working as an adult educa
tion instructor at Hindman Settlement 
School. Loeppky received a bachelor's 
degree in human ecology and education 
from the University of Manitoba. She 
was last employed as a home econom ics 
and music teacher in Whitemouth, Man. 
Loeppky is a member of the Fort Garry 
Mennonite Brethren Church in Win
nipeg. Her parents are Helen and Bernie 
Loeppky of Winkler. 

Woodland Supply & Mfg. Co. 

861 McLeod Avenue, 
Winnipeg 

G. Bock Telephone 668-0079 W. Regehr 

[I·---n-nd~ 
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Experts in millwork, stairwork, cabinets 
and finishing supplies. 
Suppliers of hardwood, door casings, 
mouldings, and hardware. 

Jack and Lena Sawatzky are serving 
as voluntary service workers at Cana
dian Mennonite Bible College for the 
1985-86 academic year. Jack will tutor 
international students in Engl ish, act as a 
resource person in the area of study 
skills, and co-ordinate social servi ce 
projects for CMBC students. Lena will 
work with the service committee and 
help with office overload. They are 
members of Bethel Mennonite Church. 
Jack has taken an early retirement from 
Winnipeg School Division. 

Rev. Diedrich Gerbrandt w as 
installed as pastor at the Grunthal Elim 
Church on Sunday, September 22. The 
Gerbrandts have lived in Rosthern, Sas
katchewan, for the last six years .. 

James and Marilyn Heinrichs of 
W innipeg, are beginning three- year 
Mennonite Central Committee assign
ments in Sudan. Marilyn will be working 
as a personnel administrator and James 
as a vehicle workshop manager. The 
Heinrichses previously served with 
MCC in Swaziland. James received a 
bachelor's degree in religious education 
from the University of Winnipeg. Mar
ilyn received a bachelor's degree in 
music from the University of Manitoba 
in Winnipeg. James last worked as an 
automotive technic ian in Winnipeg. 
The Heinrichses are members of Aber
deen Evangelical Mennonite Church in 
Winnipeg. They have one child, Jane. 

Carol Ann Klassen of Morden, is 
beginning a three-year Mennonite 
Central Committee assignment at Tanta, 
Egypt. She will be working as an ele
mentary teacher with the Coptic Evan
gelical Church. Klassen previously 
served with the Mennonite Brethren 
Board of Missions in Osaka, Japan. She 
received a bachelor's degree in ele
mentary education from Brandon Uni
versity. She was last employed as an 
elementary teacher in Gnadenthal , 
Man . Klassen is a member of the 
Bergthaler Mennonite Church in Mor
den. Her parents are Jake and Anne 
Klassen of Morden. 



Manitoba news 
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Steinbach Regional Secondary 
School Drama Club is currently prepar
ing for a production of A Christmas 
Carol. The school production is unique 
in that staff members and members of 
the community, as well as students, are 
participating in the cast. School prin
cipal Elbert Toews will play the part of 
Scrooge, while graduate Jackie Harms 
and elementary school student Myra 
Sweeney are also part of the cast. 
Teacher David Reimer is directing the 
play, which will be staged' early in 
December. 

Larry and Jessie Kehler are presently 
travelling in the Far East on behalf of 
Mennonite Central Committee. They 
are visiting Singapore, Jakarta, Bangkok, 
Manila, Hong Kong, Calcutta, 
Hyderabad, Delhi, Tel Aviv, Cairo and 
Beirut. At the end of their trip they will 
also visit churches in West Germany on 
behalf of the Conference of Mennonites 

in Canada of which Larry is the General 
Secretary. They will return to Canada on 
December 9. 

Karl Fast, who has taught German at 
Westgate Mennonite Collegiate, and 
works at the Department of Education 
for the province of Manitoba with 
responsibilities for second language 
instruction, recently received a rare ser
vice award from West Germany in rec
ognition of his contribution to German 
language education in Manitoba. The 
ceremony was held at the German con
sulate in Winnipeg. 

Madelaine Enns of Winnipeg is one of 
21 persons from North America who left 
in August for China under the auspices 
of the inter-Mennonite China Educa
tional Exchange. She will be teaching 
English at the Sichwan Teachers' Co'l
lege in Chengdu. 

Eighteen enthusiastic young people have begun study and service assignments 
in three Canadian cities under the SAL T (Serve and Learn Together) program. 

SAL T is a scheme for 77 to 27-year-old high school graduates which combines 
a year of Christian service with biblical study and living in community. Sponsored 
by Mennonite Central Committee, SAL T gives young people an opportunity to grow 
intellectually and spiritually, and to discover latent abilities and career interests 
while serving people in need. This year's SALTers are living in three units located in 
Vancouver, Winnipeg and Markham, Ontario, under the leadership of Lois 
Siemens, Tim and Laverna Reimer, and Anne t:!ickel respectively. Each unit 
receives the support and encouragement of a local Mennonite congregation. After a 
September orientation at Camp Assiniboia, near Winnipeg, they began a wide 
variety of assignments ranging from assisting the mentally retarded in carpentry to 
relieving the clerical load for social agencies. Pictured are, from left to right in back 
row: Lorna Unger (orientation planner), April Nicolle, Corinne Lehnert, Carl Fast, 
Rod Friesen, Kristine Driedger, Lorna Schwartzentruber, Gail Roth, Tim Reimer 
(Winnipeg leader). Second row: Laura Boldt, Sharon Friesen, joyce Van Gurp, Laura 
Dick, Donna Landis, Karen Schlichting, Karen Vogt, Carolyn Letkemann, Lois 
Siemens (Vancouver leader) . Front row: joanne Schellenberg, Michelle 
Hildebrand, judy Sider. 

Jake Klassen, owner of the Kitchen 
Gallery on Portage Avenue, won the 
dealer-of-the-year award from Beck
ermann Kitchens. Mr. Klassen has in
stalled more Beckerman products than 
any other dealer in Canada, and is well
known for the meticulous care he takes 
in installing kitchen renovations. 

Ernie Friesen of Steinbach was 
recently elected chairman of Eden Men
tal Health Centre in Winkler. He has 
served in various positions on the board 
for the past five years. Friesen, retired 
assistant superintendent of Hanover 
School Division, has actively served the 
community for many years. He was 
elected to the Steinbach town council in 
1980, and has served on the board of 
Bethesda Hospital in Steinbach for 25 
years, including more than 20 years as 
chairman. Eden Mental Health Centre, 
while government-funded, is governed 
by a board made up largely of Men
nonite Church representatives. It is the 
only Mennonite church~sponsored 
mental health institution in Canada. 

The Mennonite Village Museum is 
holding a fund-raising dinner Novem
ber 22nd. Guest artist is Henriette Sche
llenberg, and the guest speaker is the 
Honorable Pearl McGonigal. For details 
call 261-8470. . 

Henry and Helen Dueck, who 
recently served as co-pastors in the 
Charleswood Mennonite Church, left 
recently for a term of service in Santa 
Cruz, Bolivia. They will both be teach
ing in a theological school. 

Winnipeg musician Fred Penner is 
appearing in a new 15-minute show for 
pre-schoolers on CBC-TV. The show, 
Fred Penner's Place, is the first new 
show for pre-schoolers in 17 years. The 
show is considered important as part of 
the network's new thrust to promote _ 
regional programming. About 86 of the 
96 segments filmed this summer were 
produced in Winnipeg, and another 10 
were shot in Vancouver. The writing 
was done in Toronto. The 39-year-old 
singer's popularity as a children's 
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recording artist (he has three albums) 
made him the most appealing candidate 
for the job, according to Dodi Robb, 
head of CBC-TV children's program
ming. 

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
Manitoba(MCC) ,Auction Sale 0 

HELPING THE NEeDY'N THE NA/IIE or 'CHRIST" ' 
Mennonite Central Committee needs 

5,000 health kits to send to Kampuchea. 
MCC has a license to ship these kits that 
lasts only until December 30. The health 
kits are one response to the overwhel m
ing health and nutritional needs in 
Kampuchea. They are distributed 
through hospitals in nine provinces. 
MCC encourages Sunday School class
es, families and church groups to send 
kits to any MCC office. The kits should 
include: a toothbrush, family-size tube 
of toothpaste, bar of soap (5-6 oz.) nail 
cl ipper with file, and a dark-colored 
hand towel. 

Peace advocates in Canada are sug
gestingthat Boxing Day should be de
signated as Peace Day, coming as it 
does immediately after Christmas, the 
celebration of the birthday of the Prince 
of Peace. 

Rev. David D. Klassen, a long-time 
leader ' in the Mennonite community, 
died on September 4. He was an active 
leader in the Bergthaler Church from 
1935 until its dissolution in 1972. He 
was elected to the ministry at age 28 in 
1930. He served as board member of the 
Mennonite Collegiate 1nstitute in 
Gretna, and also of the Canadian Men
nonite Bible College. He is survived by 
his wife, Susan, 15 children and their 
families. 

The MCC Relief Sale held in Morris in 
September raised $80,000 . Crafts, 
baked goods, produce, sausage and hot 
traditional foods were sold. Auction 
sales included furniture and farm 
equipment, some of it donated by local 
businesses, as well as quilts and other 
handcrafted items. Proceeds from the 
sale have been designated to go in equal 

The first volume of the collected writings of Arnold Dyck was presented at the 
September meeting of the board of the Manitoba Mennonite Historical Society at 
the Elim Bible Institute in Altona. Prof. Victor Doerksen said there are plans for three 
further volumes. Dyck was a versatile Manitoba writer, perhaps best known for his 
humorous Low German sketches involving Koop and Bua. In other business the 
Board approved plans of the cultural committee to conduct its music composers ' 
competition another year. The program committee was encouraged to proceed with 
plans to record for radio broadcast the Arnold Dyck drama, Wellkaom op'e Forstei 
under the direction of Wilmer Penner. The Mennonite Book Club reported encour
aging sales and growth in membership. Plans for a family history and genealogy 
workshop were endorsed. Membership in the Society currently stands at 161. 
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portions to MCC work in Bangladesh, 
Burkina Faso and EI Salvador. The 
amount will be given to MCC in full, 
thanks to the efforts of Sid Reimer of 
Morris and Winston Penner of Land
mark, who ran in the Manitoba Mar
athon to raise money for administrative 
costs. 

Don't miss it . .. 

This season's first 

Winnipeg Mennonite 

Theatre Production: 

Amahl and the 

Night Visitors 

A Christmas Opera 

in One Act 

by C. Menotti 

at Young United Church 

November 21st and 22nd 

Tickets Available: 

All W.M.T. Board 

Members 

or Telephone 489-2446 



About 150 people attended a tree-planting ceremony on the grounds of the Mani
toba legislature that was organized by the German-Canadian community of the 
province. The linden (basswood) tree that was planted is intended to be an 
expression of thanksgiving for the religious, cultural, and linguistic freedom the 
community enjoys here. The ceremony featured a 40-voice children's choir under 
the direction of Rita Oyck, statements from various representatives of the German 
Community, and by Vic Schroeder, representing the Manitoba government. The 
tree-planting was the opening event for an all-day event that took ~/ace some 
weeks later, a community development conference on German-CanadIans. 

A ground-breaking ceremony took place in early October for the new Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) building that will be built in Fort Garry on a four-acre lot 
near Bishop Grandin Boulevard. The new building will cost about $1.3 million, with 
five per cent of the cost coming from the provincial government through a job
creation grant, while the balance will be raised equally by MCC Manitoba and MCC 
Canada. 

SHOP AT ECONOTEX FOR HOME-SEWING NEEDS 

REMNANTS FABRICS 
By the Pound By the Metre 

CULTURAL 
EXTRAVAGANZA 
The University of Winnipeg Athletic 
Centre has now been open for one year 
and the community use program is well 
under way. Since January, 23,000 peo
ple have entered the doors of this 
impressive building to participate in 
various community programs. Dr. 
Robin Farquhar, feels the university 
holds an intergal educational, social and 
recreational role in the urban core of 
Winnipeg, and the joint user concept of 
the Athletic Centre is one of many pro
grams which has helped. 

Since the facility is accessible to and 
usable by the physically handicapped, it 
has become a home to many special 

. needs groups. Ethnic groups are also 
pursuing their cultural, recreational and 
athletic interests in this fine urban sports 
facility. Thanks to provincial govern
ment funding, access to this facility is 
free of charge for these groups. 

The concept of joint usage of the Ath
letic Centre with the surrounding com
munity is unique in North America. To 
introduce this concept to Winnipeg The 
University of Winnipeg is presenting a 
Cultural Extravaganza, Friday, Novem
ber 29,8 p.m. atthe Athletic Centre, 400 
Spence Steet. Groups such as the Mag
daragat Phillipine Folk Dancers, Joy
cettes Twirlers and the Japanese Kendo 
Sword Fighters will be providing an 
evening of entertainment, including 
music, song and dance. Tickets are $4 
per person and are available at ATO, 
BTO, and The University of Winnipeg 
Athletic Centre until November 26. 

**ANNUITIES 
*DISABILITY 

* LIFE 
* FIRE 

* TRAVEL 

P. J. THIESSEN 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

1228-1660 Henderson 

Winnipeg R2G 1 H7 

339-7302 
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your word 
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

AN OVERDUE TRIBUTE 
TO MENNONITE MUSICIAN 

I enjoy the fare of Mennonite Mirror, 
that is, most of its contents, and hope 
that you will carryon with an ever
growing number of subscribers. In the 
latest issue I was particularly interested 
in the tribute to that one-time and so 
prolonged irritant contributor to Der 
Bote, especially during the 1930s on a 
Mennonite hymnology, J. P. Claszen, by 
Wesley Berg. That is a tribute which was 
long overdue. I also can agree with Mr. 
Berg's assumptions as to possible rea
sons for Claszen having been so readily 
forgotten among Canadian-Russian 
Mennonitism, at least among its gener
ality, not to mention at all among its 
ministry. However, in extenuation of 
the latter Claszen's indictments of "das 
ausgedoerrte Mennonitentum" - as he 
labeled it - and as he also pointed out 
in one of his early 1939 articles, he 
deliberately refused to say anything 
good about Russian-Canadian Men
nonitism (Feb. 22, p. 4), J.P.'s intol
erance of the opinions of a number of 
our foremost church and civic leaders 
was inexcusable. And could one expect 
that such among our foremost men as J. 
H. Janzen, B. B. Janz, and many others 
could easily forget that Claszen boasted 
about having denounced them and oth
ers among our church and cultural lead
ers to a certain Nazi organization in 
Berlin? 

And yet, there is Walter Quiring, by 
every measure a worse Nazi promoter 
than J.P. ever was as a sympathizer, who 
also threatened some of our church and 
cultural leadership " . .. sie darf sich 
dann aber auch nicht wundern wenn 
wir, zum Beispiel in einem befreiten 
Russland, die Quittung auf dem Tisch 
legen werden. /I (March 22, 1939, pp. 
2-3). He ended up in a Democratic 
Canada as the editor of a Men
nonitisches Familienblatt. 

Pax vobiscum! J.P., and may you 
receive your dues among Canadian 
music lovers, church and laymen alike. 
Sincerely yours, 
David G. Rempel 
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REVIEW DISAPPOINTS 
Your February issue has just arrived on 
my desk. I found Victor Derksen's edi
torial on Mennonite theology very 
helpful and thought-provoking. Con
versely I was disappointed in Harry 
Loewen's review of my book, Love of 
Enemies. If Mennonite theology is to 
grow then we must not just praise or 
condemn each other (as Derksen also 
notes) but we must come to terms with 
methodology and we must make critical 
judgements informed by our own scho
larship. 

Two wholly gratuitous comments in 
Loewen's review I found offensive. One 
that I write from a "genuine Mennonite 
tradition./I What he owes me as an 
author and your readers is an answer to 
the critical question: Have I represented 
correctly the sources which as a scholar I 
must deal with on the topic of love of 
enemies and of peace? Does it really 
matter to your readers whether Loewen 
thinks that I write from a tradition that is 
genuinely Mennonite? And how has he 
come to that conclusion? By checking 
whether I attend Mennonite church? 
Comparing my conclusions with 
Schleitheim? Menno Simons? For me, it 
matters not in the least whether Loewen 
even as incumbent of the Mennonite 
chair places me in that tradition. What 
matters is whether I have been faithful to 
Scripture. 

The second gratuitous comment is 
that when I investigate Greek and Jewish 
sources I am "seeking to promote a spirit 
of ecumenism./I As a scholar Loewen 
knows that we work with the sources 
that are available to us. Part of the new
ness of my book is precisely that I com
bine these sources in survey fashion and 
allow the reader to see that what is often 
touted as the great original idea of 
Christianity, love of enemies, is in fact 
seen already as far back as Egyptian 
wisdom literature. 

Since, however, Loewen is not con
versant in the field of Biblical studies he 
can attribute my range of quotations 
only to a "spirit of ecumenism." Your 
readers are too good to have me inflict 
on them other evidence of Loewen's 
failure to see the way in which I have 
tried to cut a fresh furrow on ground 
much traversed. I am, however, enclos
ing some of that for you and, I trust, 
Professor Loewen's edification. Perhaps 
you will allow me to review his next 
book for I am sure that I am as unquali
fied to judge his work in his field as he is 
to assess mine. 
William Klassen 
Inter-Faith Academy of Peace 
Jerusalem, Israel 

NO OPENINGS fOR WOMEN 
Recently, I was involved in a very dis
turbing episode. A Master's graduate 
from our counselling program contacted 
me about job opportunities. This gradu
ate student is a caring, intelligent, well
educated, experienced worker. Her 
curriculum vitae would contain infor
mation such as the following: 1) Many 
years teaching experience, including 
Elim Bible School; 2) A counsellor in a 
Personal Care Home; 3) A graduate of a 
Bible seminary; 4) A M.Ed. degree in 
counselling from the University of Man
itoba; and 5) Much experience in 
church work and in marriage and family 
counselling. 

I encouraged her to contact the gen
eral conference office since I was certain 
there would be ministerial positions 
available. Furthermore, she had been 
strongly considered for a minister's 
position last year at one of our largest 
Mennonite churches. When she phoned 
the conference office, explained her 
credentials and experience, and asked 
whether a position was available, the 
man at the office paused for several 
awkward moments, and said there was 
absolutely nothing available. Then he 
added, patronizingly, "are you inter
ested in doing some volunteer work?/I 
Upon hearing the response that she 
wished a paid position, the man at the 
Conference Office again said coldly and 
firmly, "We have no openings." 

I found this hard to believe since the 
church I belong to has spent years trying 
to get a minister and we were frequently 
told by the conference that there were 
many more openings than ministers. I 
called the conference and asked 
whether there were any openings. Real
izing a male was interested, I was 
immediately told by this same man that 
there were several positions open in 
Manitoba and that they were expecting 
several more openings shortly. I thanked 
him for the information. 

I am left with an empty feeling, think
ing, what do I do now? I have decided to 
write this letter and send it to the Con
ference Offices, and to the Mennonite 
Mirror, with the hope that people who 
make ministerial decisions will not 
eliminate educated, experienced can
didates for considerations simply 
because they are women. 
Bill Schulz 
Winnipeg 

Editor's note: This letter was received by 
the Mirror staff during the past year. Our 
apologies to the writer for the delay in 
publication. 



Arnold Dyck German volume 
to revive interest in writer's work 
a review by Andre Oberle 

Dyck, Arnold. Collected Works in 4 
Volumes: Volume One: Verloren in der 
Steppe, Aus meinem Leben. Edited by 
Victor G. Doerksen and Harry Loewen. 
Steinbach: Manitoba Mennonite His
torical Society, 1985. Clothbound with 
dust jacket, with many illustrations by 
Arnold Dyck, 515 pages, $25 (Special 
subscription price for all four volumes 
$95). 

The timely appearance of the first 
volume of Arnold Dyck's collected 
works marks an important and exciting 
event in the activities of the Manitoba 
Mennonite Historical Society. This 
exceptionally handsome first volume 
contains the largely autobiographical 
novel Ver/oren in der Steppe (at last in a 
format worthy of its literary stature!) and 
the hitherto unpublished autobio
graphical sketch Aus meinem Leben. 
The novel is illustrated with the charm
ingly unpretentious drawings of Arnold 
Dyck which help to make Dyck's world 
concrete to the reader. Other illustrative 
material is also included. This edition of 
the works of Arnold Dyck features an 
unusually large print on fine quality 
non-glare paper. 

The editors of Volume One, Victor G. 
Doerksen and Harry Loewen, provide 
the reader with an introduction to the 
works of Arnold Dyck including a brief 
biography of the author, a concise sum
mary of the research done on the novel 
and an evaluation of its place in German 
and Mennonite literature. The summary 
of the various critical interpretations of 
the work will prove invaluable to the 
first-time reader. The editors also pro
vide the reader with footnotes to explain 
words no longer in current usage, Low 
German words and other items which 
not every reader might be expected to 
know. By supplying this useful informa
tion the editors have ensured that the 
works of Dyck remain as accessible to 
the reader as when they first appeared. 
They are to be lauded on the excellent 
work they have done. 

Dyck's beloved novel Ver/oren in der 
Steppe, written in High German, has lost 
none of its fresh appeal after all these 
years. The work, first published in five 
parts from 1944 to 1948, could be de
scribed as a Bildungsroman or novel of 
education. It traces the development of 
Hanschen, later Hans, Toews from boy-

hood to maturity. The events are de
scribed through the eyes of Hanschen 
Toews, a technique which gives the de
scriptions a charming naivete. How
ever, the author's benevolent humour is 
apparent throughout. Although Dyck 
describes what he essentially views as a 
lost paradise, his criticism of stuffy 
attitudes and questionable situations in 
the old world is equally strong. Dyck 
manages, however, to remain inoffen
sive in this criticism. Aside from tracing 
the development of the individual 
Hanschen the novel allows the reader 
valuable and very immediate insights 
into daily life in the old Russian colo
nies. We are permitted to witness the 
daily routine on the farm, to accompany 
the men and women and, of course, the 
children on their daily chores, to enter 
into the world of the children and follow 
the routine in the schools from their 
perspective, to share in the activities at 
pig-killing bees and other community 
happenings. Dyck views all these activ
ities benignly but not without shots of 
irony and frequent demonstrations of 
disapproval. Particularly noteworthy 
aspects of the novel are the author's 
memorable nature descriptions and his 
great skill in portraying the emotional 
upheavals in Hanschen. 

Aus meinem Leben is a brief but most 
informative autobiographical sketch 
which is here published for the first 
time. This sketch at the beginning vir
tually retraces the events described in 
the novel Ver/oren in der Steppe but 
goes beyond it in telling of the author's 
various attempts at studying art, his 
alternative service in the forestry and in 
the Medical Corps, his emigration and 
the various publishing ventures in 
Southern Manitoba including the pur
chase of the Steinbach Post, the pub
lishingofthe Mennonitische Volkswarte 
and the creation of the Echo Ver/ag. 
Those readers interested in Dyck's life 
will find this sketch most informative. 
Dyck's tone here is much more matter
of-fact than in the novel. Indeed, one 
senses a painful resignation in this work, 
particularly when the author describes 
his last publishing ventures and his fears 
for the future of the German book in 
Canada. 

Volume One marks an exciting 
beginning to this important edition of 
Arnold Dyck's collected works. The 

care with which the editors have pre
pared these texts is to be commended. 
The reader of Volume One will await 
the appearance of the other three vol
umes in this series with some impa
tience. The remaining editors involved 
in these volumes will be George K. Epp, 
AI Reimer and Elisabeth Peters. Vol
umes Two and Three will contain the 
author's many low German ventures 
including the perennially popular 
adventures of Koop enn Bua. Volume 
Four will include previously unpub
lished works, essays and letters as well 
as a collection of art by Arnold Dyck. 

This praiseworthy edition of Arnold 
Dyck's work is not only a must for all 
who have come to love this author but 
also for those who are concerned about 
the threatening gradual loss of our 
heritage. With its handsome appearance 
these volumes would make a wonderful 
gift for everyone who wishes to redis
cover the fascinating world of Arnold 
Dyck or wants to share it with someone 
who has not yet discovered it. 

Andre Ober/e is Associate Professor of 
German at the University of Winnipeg. 

An approved teaching centre 
of the Universi ty of ManitOba 

~~,~ 
c~1iGe Winnipeg Canada R3P OM4 

(204) 888·6781 

WE INVITE YOU 
TO EXPERIENCE CHRISTIAN, POST· 
SECONDARY EDUCATION WITH US. 

eBIBLE 
eTHEOLOGY 
eMUSIC 

" e CHURCH HISTORY 
e PRACTICAL THEOLOGY 
eARTS 

mennonite mirror/nollember 1985/25 

I 
'{ 



Belauschte Gesprache 8 
Jasth fetalt, woo hee eenem Maun 
opp'e Heenauage jeklunjt haud, enn 
Koop jleewt nijch, daut dee Ead rund 
ess. 

Buhr: (eintretend) Kjeena hia? De' 
Lied senn woll aula biem Eiwste. Et ess 
uck aul Tiet. Etj hab miene joascht uck 
aul auf. Dee ess goanijchmol 500 

schlajcht, aus et aunscheen. Enn wann 
mien Howa woat kjenne riep woare, 
dann woa etj woll wada 'en joa mett 
Kornfooda iitkome. 

Tows: (tritt ein) Goodnowend. 
Buhr: Goodnowend, Teews. Die sitt 

et fonndoag je tsiemlijch schmaarijch, 
daut ess eena fonn die nijch jewant. 

Tows: jo, etj haud fonndoag fal Trub
bel mett dam Binja, dee wull nijch rajcht 
500 aus etj wull, enn doabie hab etj 
miene Owerauls 500 toojereet. Mie 
ommtootratje wea etj aul too ful. 

Buhr: Waut heiwsd du fonndoag? 
Tows: Howa. 
Buhr: Dee wea je oba noch jreen. 
Tows: jo, etj schnied am auf too 

Fooda, mie ess angst, de' Grauss
hoppasch kunne am name. Dee woare 
doch woll nu doahan gone, wua waut 
Jreenetess, dee Weitwoatan woll boold 
too hoat woare. 

Koop: (eintretend) Goodnowend. 
Tows und Buhr: Goodnowend. 
Buhr: Heiwst uc_k aul, Koop? 
Koop: jo, dan Rogg hab etj auf. 
Buhr: jo, dan Weit, loont dee sijch 

nijch too heiwe? 
Koop: Etj lot am noch 'en bat stone, 

daut Korn ess mie noch nijch faust 
jenuach. 

Buhr: Na-nu. Ei de' Grausshoppasch, 
ess die nijch angst, daut dee am gauns 
name, wann he noch lenja stone blift? 

Koop: (Tut, als ob er die Frage nicht 
gehort hatte, wendet sich an Tows) 
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KoopennBua 
lonn Arnold Dye" 

Abend 
Teews, foascht du boold mol wada no 
Steinbach? 

Tows: Etj raatjen aul nijch ferr'm fefte 
August hantoowanke. 

Koop: Waut meent daut eajentlijch
Air Tour? 

Tows: Etj we at uck nijch rajcht, oba 
Bua woat daut je woll bata kjane, dee 
wea doatoo aul toojoa jefoare. 

Buhr: Well, Koop, daut ess waut, wua 
se' soone Mensche aus du nijch brucke 
kjenne. 

Koop: (Unsicher) Na, wuaromm 
nijch? 

Buhr: Well, doa moake Mensche 
Wunda, enn doajaaje kaunst du nijch. 

Koop: (?) 
Tows: Lot de' Noarentaaj, rad 

jescheit. . 
Buhr: Etj rad jescheit. Senn daut nijch 

Wunda, wann dee Mensch enn soonem 
Foatijch mett Flijchte enn'e Loft foare 
deit rajchtsch enn lintjsch, jrod 500 aus 
hee well, wann hee mett dam gaunse 
Dintj heistakopp schitt, wann hee lange 
Enja mett dam Kopp no unje flijcht. 
Woo dee Kjrat nijch heriitfaule deit, hee 
woat sijch doch woll mett de' Teee goot 
fausthoake. Beigosch, fefead etj mie, aus 
enn soon Aaroplan jrod bowa mie wea 
enn mett eenmol opp'e Sied stelpt enn 
heraufkullad, aus wann eena 'ne Duw 
biem Fleaje schitt, enn dee hereauffelt. 
Etj saj ju, fefeare deed etj mie, aus enn 
mienem Lawe nijch. Etj rausseld toosied 
enn wull utstaatje doabie hab etj doch 
woll eenem Maun, dee bie mie stunt, 
opp'e Heenauage jeklunjt; hee beltjt 
opp enn doamett spaad etj uck aul een 
poa Fiiste mank miene Rebbe. Mie stunt 
de' Loft stell, enn aus etj eascht wada 
gaupe kunn, lach etj aun'e Ead. Etj kjitjt 
schwind nom Himmel. Dee Aaroplan 
wea noch emma kratjt bowa mie enn 
kullad noch emma. Nu, nu must hee 
opp mie noppdrasche. Eene Fru 

kjreasch, etj muak dee Uage too enn hilt 
de' Loft aun. Etj docht noch enn daut 
wea uck daut latste, waut etj enn dam 
oole Lawe docht, etj docht noch, waut 
daut fe eene groote Schmaaplak fonn 
mie jawe wurd. Etj weet nijch, woo lang 
etj 500 jelaaje enn jeluat hab. Daut jintj 
aules fal schwinda aus etj daut fetale 
kaun. Aus etj dee Uage wad a opmuak, 
wea opp mie uck bie mie kjeen 
Aaroplan tooseene, dee fluach jemiet
lijch siene Stoak wieda, aus wann 
nuscht jewast wea. Soon Beest - doot 
gone haud etj kunnt fe Angst. Oba etj 
wea nijch auleen, dee waut wajchjet
jreaje haud. Feea Schrad fonn mie saut 
'en aundra Maun opp'e Ead, dee haud 
sijch eene Schoo iitjetrocke enn hilt 
sijch de' Teee. Aus etj dan Maun sach, 
spaad etj platslijch soowaut Schnorrjet 
tweschen miene Rebbe, enn dann haud 
etj uck miene Besennung wada tridj. Etj 
stunt haustijch opp enn schlitjt mie 
wieda fonn dam Maun, dee siene Teee 
woame deed. Enn etj jleew, daut wea 
jrod Tiet jewast. Etj sach dan Maun 
nohaa noch opp' em Plauts mett eene 
Schoo enn'e Fupp herommhintje, enn 
hee kjitjt sijch emma 500 heromm, aus 
wann hee wam socht. Oba etj sie dam 
Maun nijch bossijch, etj festo am, dann 
etj hab selwst waltje Heenauage . .. 

Enn nu froag etj ju, senn daut nijch 
pure Wunda? Enn daut ess noch nijch 
aules. Doas weas noch 'en Maun, dee 
sprung fonn eenem Aaroplan, aus dee 
fleijcht 5,000 Schoo huach wea, herauf, 
enn dam word nuscht. 

Koop: Na soowaut woascht du ons 
nijch ennbille. 

Buhr: Wacht mau. Dee Maun haud 
'en grootet Stetj Leiwent ooda waut et 
wea, daut muak hee biem Faule 500 op, 
daut et sach aus 'en Raajescherm. 
Doaraun hong hee dann enn kaum 
langsomm herauf. jefaadlijch sach daut 



uck, oba elj stunt nu aul unja eenem 
grooten Boom. 

Nohaa kunn noch jieda, waa doa 
wull, uck mettfleaje. See boode uck mie 
aun mettoofleaje, enn doa weare 'en 
poa, dee wulle daut uck fe mie betole, 
daut sull noch dree Dola koste. Etj be
dankt mie scheen. Etj weet nijch, wua 
etj enn dam Fleajadintjs miene 200 Punt 
haud sullt fausthoole, wann dee mett 
eenmol haud heistakopp jeschote. Etj 
saj ju, Wunda, pure Wunda. Oba fe die, 
Koop, ess daut doch nijch. Du wurscht 
jleewe daut daut nijch mett rajchte Dinj 
toojeit. 

Koop: Na, du deist, aus wann etj uck 
noch mau sea domm sie enn nuscht 
jeseene hab. Etj hab dan Steinbach
schen Aaroplan uck aul jeseene, enn 
hab kjeenem Menschen deswaajen 
opp'e Teee jeklunjt. 

Buhr: jo, dee Steinbachsche Aaroplan 
flijcht oba uck nijch opp'em Kopp, enn 
kullat uck nijch aus eene Kulladuw. 

Koop: Na, waut du doa aules fetalst, 
woat uck wo" nijch gauns stemme, du 
hast wada mea jeseene aus doa wea. 

Buhr: Bruckst je nijch jleewe. Du 

Join the Tour 
Leaders: 
Cozumel Birdwatchers Special 

Jan. 3-17, 1986 with David Hatch 
New Zealand, Fiji and Australia 

Jan. 19 - Feb. 16, 1986, with Jake 
and Tillie Janzen 

TM South America 
Feb. 1-26, 1986 

Asia Tech (MEDA sponsored) 
Feb.5-22,1986 

London Drama 
March 29 - April 6, 1986, with Bob 
and Irene Bilan 

Israel/Near East Study Tour 
May 1986. Host: TBA 

Russia 
May 12 - June 2,1986, with Hugo 
Jantz 

TM Europe 86A (by bicycle) 
June 13 - July 2, 1986 

China and Hong Kong 
July, 1986, with Jim Pankratz 

Russia 
July, 1986. Host: TBA 

For more information, contact: 

Menno Travel Service (1984) Ltd. 
305-171 Donald St. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C1M4 
Ph. (204) 943-9935 

woascht woll uck nijch jleewe, daut 'en 
Maun dise Doag omm'e Ead jefloage 
ess. 

Koop: Waut, omm'e Ead jefloage? 
Buhr: jo, omm'e gaunse Ead, hast du 

daut nijch jelase enn'e Post? Mau acht 
Doag haft am daut jediat. 

Koop: (schuttelt mit dam Kopf) jelase 
hab etj daut, oba jleewe doo etj daut 
nijch. 

Buhr: Na-nu, daut ess doch oba enn 
aule Tseitunge. 

Koop: jo, daut mach senne. Daut 
schriewe se' oba mau 500. Awahaupt 
festo etj nijch, woo daut sull gone, omm 
de' Ead too fleaje ooda too foare. Eena 
mott doch schliessl ijch wua aun een'e 
Stad kome wua sijch aules oppheat. 

Buhr: Na, se' saje, soone Stad jeft et 
goanijch. Ess nijch 500 Teews? 

Tows: jo, se' saje, etj weet nijch. 
Buhr: De' Ead saul awent rund senne 

aus 'en Baul. 
Koop: jo, se' saje, oba daut kaun etj 

uck nijch jleewe. 
Buhr:Wuaromm nijch? 
Koop: Na, se' saje uck, daut 

aulawaaje opp'e Ead Mensche senn. 
Buhr: Daut selle uck senne. 
Koop: Na, dann kaun de' Ead uck 

nijch rund senne. De' Mensche wurde 
je dann boold aula bie ons hia bowe 
toopkrupe. Dee wurde awahaupt nijch 
bott'm krupe kome, dee wurde je aula 
raufschedde. 

Buhr: jleewst du, wie senn emma 
bloos bowe? 

Koop: Woo sest? 
Buhr: Na, se' saje wie senn uck mol 

unje, wiel de' Ead sijch doch dreit. 
Koop: Na Bua, du jleewst doch nijch 

uck daut dee Ead sijch dreit. Daut lot se' 
sest wam ennbille enn nijch mie. Dann 
jleewst du wo"uck, daut de' Sonn stell 
steit? 

Buhr: Sejcha jleew etj daut. Etj kaun 
daut nijch festone, oba wann aule 
jeleade Mensche daut saje, dann mott 
etj daut doch jleewe. 

Koop: jleew, wann du west. Etj sie 
oba noch emma 500 jescheit, daut etj 
weet daut mien Kopp bowe enn miene 
Feet unje senn, enn daut de' Sonn 
tsemorjens opp enn tseowens unjajeit. 
Teews, jleewstdu daut uck 500 aus Bua? 

Tows: Eena mott daut schliesslijch 
jleewe, auf eena daut festeit ooda nijch. 
Onse Eire senn je ut Russlaund jekome, 
daut saul aun'e aundre Sied fonn'e Ead 
lidje, enn wQat je woll uck, enn dee 
habe kjeenmol fetalt, daut se' nijch mett 
dam Kopp no bowe jegone senn. 

Buhr: jo, jo, Koop, daut woat die 
nuscht halpe, du woascht daut uck woll 
motte aunfange too jleewe. Enn du 
woascht uck motte jleewe, daut jan 

Maun enn acht Doag omm'e Ead je
floage ess. 

Koop: Na, soont rad doch nijch 
'en mol. Wann 'en Mensch fleijcht uck 
schliesslijch kunn 'en poa Schrad fleaje 
mett dam Kopp no unje. Hee kaun doch 
oba nijch feea Doag 500 mett dam Kopp 
herauf henje. Hee mott je schliesslijch 
waut ate enn drintje, enn daut wurd je 
am aules ut'em Mul faule. Enn hee mott 
schliesslijch uck ... [Hier musste die 
Zensur eingreifen.] Na, Bua, etj jleew, 
waut etj weet, enn lot mie nuscht enn
bille. 

Buhr: Well, dann ess die nijch too 
halpe. Du woascht dann boold hinja 
mie enn Teews wiet tridjbliewe. Wie 
foare too dee Air Tour no Steinbach. 

Teews: jo, wann aum fefte August 
scheenet Wada ess, foar etj. 

Buhr: Na, daut ess oba nijch aum fefte 
August, daut ess wada wieda rut
jeschowe, bott'em Septamba, jleew etj. 

Tows: Daut wurd mie uck aul bata 
pausse. 

(Schon beim Hinausgehen) 
Buhr: Foascht uck, Koop? 
Koop:Wautkostdautnoch? 
Buhr: Fleijcht 25 Tsent. 
Koop: Ess daut fonn 'e Lein nijch uck 

tooseene? 
(Die Antwort harte ich schon nicht.) 

mm 
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"Und U7enn sie 
fragen U7erden • • " • 
Zum Film von David Dueck im kana
dischen Fernsehen: Canadian Broad
casting Corporation am 29. August 1985 

anbieten. Saubere Informationen konn
en uns heute nur hilfreich sein. In 
unserem Fall aber, bei einem Kapitel 
voller Unheil, das unsere russlan
dischen Mennoniten hart betroffen hat, 
ist gleich im voraus zu fragen, ob denn 
das Schicksal einer Volksgruppe 
bedenkenlos in eine Parallele der Ge
schichte Israels umstilisiert werden darf. 

von Johannes Harder 

In unserer Zeit wachsender politischer 
Unruhe, aber auch zunehmender 
Gleichgultigkeit und Vergesslichkeit 
gegenuber der Geschichte musste sich 
ein Film mit diesem Thema geradezu 1m Alten Testament werden die Alten 

Gedanken eines Tigers im Zoo 
Nun seid ihr aile wieder da, 
und los geht das Theater. 
Na ja, ich kann das schon verstehn -
Ich bin ein schmucker Kater. 
Ihr konnt anscheinend weiter nichts 
als rumstehn nur und gaffen. 
Wie sollte man euch bose sein? 
Ihr stammt ja ab yom Affen. 
So dumm wie diese Viecher sind, 
so dumm seid ihr, Zweibeiner. 
Hier um die Ecke, bitte schon, 
da sitzt genau so einer. 
Genau wie ihr benimmt er sich 
ganz albern-uberschwenglich 
und hopst und kichert. Und dabei 
der Kerl sitzt lebenslanglich. 
Ihr tut mir leid. Mir fallt nicht ein, 
euch etwa zu beneiden 
um eure Sorgen, Angste und 
auch sogenannten Freuden. 
Wie viele finden ihre Freud 
daran, dass sie besingen 
grad alles, was da kreucht und fleucht, 
und in die Zeitung bringen! 
Jetzt steht vor mir schon wieder so 
ein weibfich Dichterwesen ... 
Wie viele gibt es aber auch, 
die ihren Mist noch lesen! 

- von Hildegard Wiebe 
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gemahnt, ihren Kindern Antwort zu 
geben, wenn sie nach dem Sinn des 
Erbes eines erwahlten Volkes, ihrem 
Glaubensgut u"nd ihrem Gottesdienst 
fragen. Sie sollen die Befreiung aus 
Agypten bezeugen: Gottes Wunder 
haben Unheil in Heil verwandelt (2 M. 
13, 14; 5 M. 6, 20): er hat die Tyrannen 
geschlagen und den Weg ins Land der 
Verheissung geebnet. Kann denn die 
biblische Heilsgeschichte fOr aile Mis
eren und Unmenschlichkeiten, die den 
Film fUllen, so linear und selbstver
standlich fUr Flucht und Vertreibung im 
Osten (1944-45) eine unbestreitbare 
Analogie bieten? Sind die Mennoniten 
schlechthin Israel, die Sowjets Phar
aone, das "gelobte land" der "goldene 
Westen"? 1st hier der Filmmacher nicht 
einer Geschichtsklitterung oder gar 
einer verfalschenden Politisierung des 
Alttestamentlichen Textes oder auch 
einer Idealisierung der mennonitischen 
Katastrophe aufgesessen? 

Gerade weil es in einem solchen Film 
nicht um eine Schmalerung furchtbarer 
Begebnisse, wohl aber um eine Sinn..,. 
gebung der terroristischen Akte und 
Aktionen gehen sollte, ware um der 
Glaubwurdigkeit willen jede erdenk
fiche Objektivitat angebracht und er
forderlich. Wo wirklich Geschichte 
geschrieben oder demonstriert wird, 
muss zuvor auch geschichtlich gedacht 
und konzipiert werden. Denn Historie 
ist fortwahrendes und in sich zusam
menhangendes Geschehen. Ein halbes 
Wissen ersetzt noch kein gutes Gewis
sen. 

Solchen geistigen Normen aber 
widerspricht die geradezu willkurliche 
Aneinanderreihung von Gewaltszenen 
voller Grausamkeiten, so dass beim 
uninformierten Zuschauer kaum mehr 
als Ekel, Mitleid oder helle Emporung 
zuruckbleiben. Der Film, eine Ge
schichtsklitterei und Effekthascherei, 
tragt leider nur eine historische Maske. 

1m Hintergrund der geschilderten 
Ereignisse fehlt wenigstens ein Hinweis 
auf die Glanzzeit dieser einst so erfolg
reichen und wohlstandigen mennoni
tischen Bauern wie ein Wort uber die 
ganze Unbekummertheit und Gleich
gultigkeit gegenuber der verelendeten 
Umwelt in der zaristischen Zeit. Den 
Vorrechten und dem Reichtum der 
einen stand die Armut, die Not, die 
Ausbeutung und die Unwissenheit der 
anderen gegenuber. 

Wo war damals die uberall mogliche 
soziale, kulturelle und wahl auch die 
moralische Ausstrahlung? Es fehlte auch 
- von wenigen ruhmlichen Ausnahm-



en abgesehen - die FOrsprache fOr die 
unaufhorlich verfolgten und erniedrig
ten Andersdenken und Andersglauben
den, die der zaristischen Diktatur 
ungezahlt zum Opfer fielen. Die Mis
sachtung der kulturell und materiell 
benachteiligten Umwelt war von 
mennonitischer Seite nahezu allge
mein. 

Auf dem Boden der UnterdrOckung 
der breiten Landbevolkerung, auf dem 
Morast der Menschenverachtung wuchs 
neben der Armut ei der aufkommenden 
"Intelligenzija" auch der Klassenhass 
und der Atheismus, bis alles in Aufstan
den und dann, seit der Revolution im 
Jahre 1917, zu einem Rundumschlag 
fOhrte. Emporung und Hass nahmen 
vielfach nihilistische Gestalt an, und das 
betraf nicht nur eine Auswahl Unwillin
ger und Hetzer - die Funken des 
Widerstandes wurden zu einem Flach
enbrand. 

In die fortdauernden Wirrnisse der 
Stalinara fiel ein Faktum, das kaum je 
bedacht wird: die faschistische Besat
zung hat nicht nur allgemein ver
heerend auf das Volk gewirkt - fOr die 
"Volksdeutschen" wurde die zumeist 
zwangsweise Mobilisierung (auch der 
Mennoniten) in die Hitlerarmee zu 
einem doppelten Verhangnis. Wo 
immer sie eingesetzt worden sein 
mochten - sie wurden, gewollt oder 
nicht, zu Verteidigern des Faschismus, 
wo nicht gar in verschiedenen Arten 
Kampfer gegen die Sowjets. Die Rote 
Armee hat bei ihrem Vordringen kein 
Federlesen zwischen Zivilisten und 
Uniformtragern gemacht. Der Zorn 
nicht nur der Kommissare, vielmehr 
weiter Volkskreise Obte Rache ohne 
Mass (am Schluss kam ein Aderlass von 
circa 20 Millionen SowjetbOrger her
aus). Vergessen wir nicht, dass mit der 
Roten Armee im Vordringen nach 
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Westen ein Bumerang zurOckgeschleu
dert kam. 

In diesem Gewitter standen nun nicht 
wenige unserer Leute. Niemand wird 
bei jenen, die die Rache zu tragen hat
ten, derartige Einsichten und Erkennt
nisse voraussetzen dOrfen. Schliesslich 
war auch bei uns die Masse geschicht
lich wie sozialkundig nur zu wenig 
gebildet. Ich meine, dass dem Film
macher derlei Oberlegungen erspart 
werden konnten; im Ablauf der trag
ischen Bilder gibt es lediglich aus Zu
sammenhangen herausgerissenen 
Szenen voller Bestialitat; die Vorge
schichte hatte wenigstens einen flOch
tigen Hinweis verdient. Wie anders 
konnte vermieden werden, dass beim 
Zuschauer der Verdacht aufkommt, der 
Film wolle nichts mehr als einen 
Racheakt oder gar nur antisowjetische 
Propaganda betreiben? 

DafOraber sollten Mennoniten sich 
zu schade sein, in einem sehr auf Effekt 
bedachten Film und in der ihm viel
leicht folgenden Publizistik als Vergelter 
demonstriert zu werden. Ich denke und 
glaube, solche Bedenken und Erwa
gungen mOssten diesem Filmmacher 
abgefordert werden, und sei es auch nur 
in einem abschliessenden Wort. Kinder 
einer "Friedenskirche" aber werden 
sich darOber hinaus darauf besinne, dass 
Gottesgerichte zu seiner Geschichte 
gehoren. 

"Und wenn die Kinder fragen wer
den," so werden die Vater ihren Sohn~ll . 
und die MOtter ihren Tochtern be
zeugen, dass der Lenker der Geschichte 
seine Leute niemals ins Rote Meer 
schickt, ohne sie hindurchzufOhren ins 
Land der Verheissung - auch das Ver
derben ist Gottes Heimsuchung. 

mm 

dohannes Harder's Review 
of "And When They Shall Ask" 
A comment by Helmut-Harry Loewen 

During their recent stay in Winnipeg, Prof. Johannes Harder and his wife Gudrun 
enlivened and inspired their many Canadian friends with words of encouragement 
and through the warmth and love of their presence. Discussions with the Harders 
revolved around many issues, both political and cultural, but inevitably the many 
problems relating to Mennonite life would form the core of their reasoned reflect
ions. It was in this context of friendly AuseinandersetzungthatJohannes Harder had 
occasion to view the television version of the film And When They Shall Ask, 
broadcast on the national network of the CBC in late August. This highly prob
lematic film, questionable on both aesthetic and historical terms, prompted Harder 
to respond in the form of a critical review, which the Mirror presents in its original 
German version. 

Harder's review gives expression both to the rage that is felt at the mystification 
of Russian Mennonite history as depicteQ in the film and to a sadness at the film's 
resentful and propagandistic manner of dealing with issues $0 central to that 
historical experience. Harder asks pointed questions of the film which its many 
viewers must surely consider when they evaluate its thrust. Can the Mennonites 
simply be likened to the Children of Israel, suffering at the hands of Soviet "Pha
raohs," finding their own "Promised Land" in the "Golden West" after the 
experience of exile? Does this analogy perhaps involve a set of false politicizations 
of the Old Testament story, resulting in an idealized, one-sided, and mystified 
picture of the complex Mennonite experience in the Soviet Union? In stressing the 
victimization of the Mennonites at the hands of the Machnovites, does not the film 
overlook and conveniently forget the ways in which Mennonites were also a part of 
those who victimized others? The anti-Soviet thrust of the film is achieved at the 
expense of remaining silent about the complicity of many Mennonites in defending 
the fascist forces. 

Harder's review is thus not to be understood as an attempt at creating scandal; It 
is, rather, the film that is scandalous, given its naive, visually inadequate presenta
tion of a crucial experience to Mennonite history. This review thus contributes to 
lifting the veils of silence and forgetfulness which all too often engulf the way in 
which Russian Mennonite history is presented. Readers will surely be stimulated by 
Harder's position and, it is hoped, provoked into considering the merits of his 
pointed critique. 
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"Honor" is no consolation prize when 
the talents of women are still denied 

On November 22nd, the Mennonite Village Museum will 
be holding a fund-raising banquet in Winnipeg. The purpose 
of this year's dinner is to honour the contribution made by 
Mennonite pioneer women. Guest speaker will be the Hon. 
Pearl McGonigal, Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba. Most of 
the entertainment will be presented by some talented female 
musicians from our community. Tributes will be made to 
some women in the community who have been pioneers in 
their own right; they will be honoured for their own contribu
tions to society, and as representatives of all the pioneer 
women whose contributions were rarely acknowledged - at 
least in a public way. 

Perhaps the inspiration for this banquet was the monu
ment to Mennonite pioneer women which was recently un
veiled at the Mennonite Village Museum in Steinbach. Most 
appropriately, the monument is a large immovable rock, 
rough hewn, with a series of bronze plaques depicting various 
aspects of everyday chores allotted to M~nnonite pioneer 
women. One wonders whether there was really sufficient 
room on the rock for all the necessary plaques! 

Sadly, in a way, the monument was sponsored by the 
ladies' auxiliary of the museum. Why did the impetus, and 
much of the fund-raising, have to come from the women? 
Wouldn't it have been wonderful if the women had had to 
campaign less vigorously for the monument; and, most won
derful of all, if the impetus had come from the men? 

Such gestures toward recognition of women are much 
appreciated, and long overdue. Little needs to be said about 
the hard work, suffering, and spiritual nurturing that was a part 
of the life of the pioneer woman. Her task was by no means 
easy. My mother-in-law once told me that she would have 
loved to have been a pioneer. She is indeed made of the stuff 
that created successful pioneer women. I could only shudder 
at the thought of the physical toil that was the lot of these 
women. 

But even more difficult, I feel, would have been the 
attitude that was part of those pioneer days; the attitude 
towards women that saw them as primarily bearers of the 
children needed to work in the fields; as labourers in the 
homes and on the farms; as creatures without minds, who 
needed little education since their lives would inevitably 
revolve around the home and child care. Has much changed? 

I have always believed that all persons were created equal 
before God. I would like to think that that is the case. I find 
myself living and working in a community that does not think 
as I do. Because I am female, I am considered less equal than 
others. While I appreciate the token tributes that are made to 
my "foremothers," and would be the last in any way to mock 
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these tributes, I still find myself looking for more tangible 
evidence that the female of the species has achieved "person
hood" in the Mennonite community. 

I would like not to have to hear a member of a pastoral 
search committee in a church say that he would never hire a 
woman. Elsewhere in this issue is a letter from a concerned 
individual about the sexism that still exists at an official level 
in at least one of our conferences with respect to the hiring of 
women. To those who claim that such a policy is biblical, my 
response is that they are reading and interpreting the Bible 
most selectively. 

I would like not to have to argue with a successful Men
nonite businessman about the use of the term "chairperson" 
rather than "chairman." A small issue, certainly, but it would 
be so n ice if, out of respect for the feel i ngs of those who wou Id 
like to change attitudes by starting with small things, a person 
would try to see life from someone else's perspective. 

I would like to be so bold as to suggest a policy of affirma
tive action in our churches and church conferences, so that 
membership on committees and boards more realistically 
represents the groups which they serve. 

Within the past few years, church congregations have 
begun to elect women to participate on church councils and 
to serve as Deacons. Clearly, this is a step in the right direc
tion. However, most women would appreciate not always, 
automatically being asked to take minutes. Also, a friend of 
mine who is a female deacon wondered why, in her church, 
no woman has yet been asked to read the opening scripture at 
the ministers' and deacons' meetings. 

A woman who calls a conference office about a pastoral 
job is told "we have no openings." When a man calls the 
same office, he is told that there are several positions open in 
Manitoba. The woman who inquired had paid money to study 
at several Mennonite institutions. Her presence and money 
were acceptable. They helped to keep the institution alive. 
However, at the next level, the door was closed to her. If the 
church does not want women to participate fully, why are 
they accepted into their theological institutions? Is this not a 
hypocritical attitude? 

In such situations, there can only be loss. Loss to the 
individuals who are frustrated in their desire to fully express 
their spiritual gifts; and loss to the churches who close their 
eyes to the possible benefits to them of the particular insights 
that women could bring to their ministry. One might say that 
the pioneer women of today, unlike their predecessors, do not 
have to struggle so much physically, but rather mentally and 
spi ritually; fighti ng battles not with the soi I but with the sons of 
the soil whose minds are locked somewhere in the past. 

-RuthVogt 
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Thorne Riddell 
Chartered Accountants 

SUite 300 
386 Broadway 
Winnipeg. Manitoba R3C OA9 
(2 04) 957- 1770 

~?' ----------------------------~ 
Winnipeg Building & 

Decorating (1968) Ltd. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS ====== 

• A COMPLETE REMODELLING SERVICE • 

DONALD T. MacANGUS - HENRY THIESSEN 

56 Ellen St., Winnipeg, Man. - 942-6121 

G. K. BRAUN INSURANCE SERVICES LTD. 

CB 
LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

INCLUDING (e<~_9.P-~J] 

Fo r serVice . pho ne o r co me to 

171 Donald St . Rm . 301 Box 130. 
Winnipeg . Man R3C 1M4 Rosenort . Man ROG 1WO 
Pho ne 942 ·6 171 Phone1746 ·8411 

Escorted Coach Holidays 
John Fehr 

1050 Henderson Hwy. President 
Winnipeg, Man. R2K 2M5 Phone (204) 338-7011 

Fehr.;.Way;s the Fun-Way 

John 
Fehr 
Insurance 

1050 HENDERSON HIGHWAY 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2K 2M5 

for all your insurance needs 

Ken Peters 338-7811 
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William Martens 
Barrister and Solicitor 

137 Scott Street 
(Stradbrook and Scott, 1 Block east of 

Osborne) 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Telephone R3L OK9 
475-9420 

Garth P. Reimer 
Barrister and Solicitor 

CAMPBELL, MAXWELL, and Associates 

400-208 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1 R7 

Telephone 942-3311 Residence 475-5655 

ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE 

SIMCOE MOTORS LTD. 
Owner: Henry Suderman 

850 Notre Dame Ave . 

786·6506 
"Quality Work at Fair Prices - Over 25 Years" 
Domestic and Foreign Cars and Light Trucks 

Courtesy Car Available 

• AUTO BODY 
REPAIRS 
& PAINTING 

• EFFICIENT 
SERVICE 
ASSURED 

786·6695 
1010 AR LINGTON 

11 8 1k NOrl h of W illiam ) 
W innipeg . M anitoba 

~~. 
WINNIPEG WELDING SUPPLIES LTD. 

45 ARCHIBALD STREET, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 
R2J OV7 

PETER W. DOERKSEN Business 233·3434 
Residence 269·3877 
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