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"ii, f ' , care ree PACKAGE HOLIDAYS 

fly Book Before Nov, 30th and Save $50. 

(SO(,lCh (,lV\d California/Hawaii 

TOUR CT1 - 23 days ~ 
1 DEPARTURE: 

January 21 
Highlights of this exciting new tour include 7 nights in Hawaii where you will be 
treated to a tour of the island including Diamond Head, Waikiki Beach, a 
Hawaiian Luau and much, much more. You will also experience 3 nights in 
Los Angeles where yOtJ will see Universal Studios and a 2-night stay in Las 
Vegas. 

Twin 
" $2,275 

or 

Triple 
$2,195 

Quad 
$2,115 

Coming up ... our new and exciting winter excursions 
* Phoenix/Valley of the Sun 
* Orlando/Florida Escape 
* Affordable Florida 
* San Diego/California 
* California/Arizona 
* Florida/Bahama Cruise 
* Texas/Caribbean Cruise 
* Florida/Caribbean Cruise 
* Rosebowl Parade 

* * * * * DON'T MISS OUT! * * * * * 

Ask your local travel agent for details .. . 
NOW! 

Single 
$2,575 

CIRCLE TOURS 
301 Burnell St., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3G 2A6 Phone (204) 775-8046 

"C:Cl re(ree" PACKAGE HOLIDAYS 
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I n the ; econd edition of the Mirror that was ever published, the October, 1971, is
sue featured a cover story about Karin Redekopp, which was published on the 
occasion of her debut with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra that month. In this 
issue, she makes a return appearance as a cover story in the Mirror. While she has 
left Winnipeg, Karin Redekopp Edwards has continued to make her mark in the 
music world as a teacher and performer at Carroll College, just outside Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. In early October, she will give a recital in the alumni series of the 
University of Manitoba's School of Music. 

The cover story was written by Kerstin Roger, a graduate of MBCI, and currently 
a music student at the University of Manitoba. She was an editorial assistant for the 
Mirror during the summer supported by a grant from the province's CareerStart 
program. During the term of her appointment, she wrote a number of articles and 
features that will appear on these pages in the coming months. 

Patrick Friesen earned critical acclaim for his dramatic poem, The Shunning, 
which has now been transformed into a work for the stage. The Prairie Theatre 
Exchange was courageous enough to commission the transformation and then to 
present it. 

A music theme in this issue continues with an article by Wesley Berg, who 
spent a sabbatical in Winnipeg from the University of Alberta, on the late j. P. 
Claszen. Claszen's ideas on what constituted a quality hymn were exacting, his 
manner of dealing with others irritating, buthis contribution is still something to 
admire and study. 

Child-raising is always a subject for debate, especially among parents, and 
Paul Redekop shows us that our Anabaptist forefathers were remarkably progressive 
in their views. 

Roy Vogt is back on these pages with his observed column; Di Brandt and 
Walfried jansen contribute poems to the poets' word; there are also a number of 
reviews; and a rare treat, a short story, this time by josephine Friesen. 

In the German section, AI Reimer gives us an excerpt of a planned publication 
of Arnold Dyck's Kopp En Bua stories in a single volume. More of these will be 
published in future. 

This is the beginning of year 15 in the life of the Mirror, and its 141st edition. 
Take and read all of it, and then make sure that you and your friends become 
subscribers, because without you and our advertisers, there would be no Mirror. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION MA Y BE DUE 
The Mennonite Mirror depends on paid-up subscriptions for support. At the 
same time, it has decided because of rising postal charges to not send notices 
of subscriptions due. This will be your reminder. 

Please check the expiry date of your address label. The number indicates 
year and month of expiry. For example 8509 means your subscription expired 
September, 1985. The number 9912 indicates that you are a pensioner and 
therefore there is no charge. The absence of any figure means you have never 
paid. Names of those who do not pay will be deleted. 

Subscriptions cost $10 for one year, $18 for two years; send your address 
label along with a cheque payable to Mennonite Mirror, 203-818 Portage 
Avenue, Winnipeg, R3G ON4. 
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"I'd Go Across Town 
To Get To CROSSTOWN" 

To Enter Crosstown's Monthly Draws 

SEPTEMBER 
For The Following Prizes ... 

3-Sony Walkmans 
(one per location) 

OCTOBER 
3-RCA VHS-Video Recorders 
(one per location) 

NOVEMBER 
3-RCA 20" Portable Colourtrak 
Video Monitor Televisions 
(one per location) 

It's Easy To Enter 
(ThrQugh to Dec. 31/85) 
Enter a ~ often as you like with each deposit you make. Receive an entry 
form every time you make a depos"it to any of the following accounts: 

• Variable Rate Interest Bearing Accounts Wlan-24, Regular Savings, R.R.S. P.) 
• Fixed Term Interest Bearing Accounts (Term Deposit) 

SEE TELLERS FOR DETAILS AND RULES 

(prizes may not be 
exactly as illustrated) 

(Retail value of all prizes to be given away are indicated in the rules available 
at all three CROSSTOWN CREDIT UNION BRANCH LOCATIONS) 
All remaining entry forms received (those not previously selected for monthly 
draws) prior to the Annual Meeting of Crosstown Credit Union will be eligible 
for the Main Prize Draw. 

• TRIP FOR TWO TO HAWAII • 
(approximate retail value to a maximum $2,500.00) 

(Tran sfer of funds within accounts not eligible for receiv ing an entry form. All deposits must 
represent new money and remain on DEPOSIT until December 31, 1985 or end of term 
period.) 

Crosstown 
---.J Credit 'Union Limited 

171 Donald Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C IM4 
947-1243 

1250 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3G OT6 
783-7081 

1200 Henderson Hwy . 
Winnipeg , Manitoba 
R2G IL6 
338-0365 

Serving the Mennonite People of Manitoba for over 40 years 
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Karin Redekopp Edwards 

An enthusiasDl for Dlusic 
that burns strongly 

in perforDlance and teaching 
"I came across this prejudice 
recently at one of my concerts. Some
one who was listening to a tape of my 
performance asked who the powerful 
pianist was, and yet the reviewer who 
had seen my performance said that like 
most women pianists, I was not a 
powerful string-snapping performer. 
The visual part of the performance is 
extremely important and yet the critics 
can be very biased by what they see, 
rather than listening to the music." 

Karin Redekopp Edwards makes this 
observation while sipping her herbal 
tea. I notice that the hands holding the 
mug are small, somehow characteristic 
of her neat and simple attire, including a 
pink scarf tied carefully around her 
neck. Although critics have described 
her as an artist who is "slender and 

willowy" at the piano, this description 
creates a false image of her enthusiasm 
and spirit when she talks about music. "I 
rarely read the reviews," she says, 
"although they can be very useful. I feel 
that the critic is given too much power. 
Two critics may hear the same concert 
and have two varying opinions about 
the quality of that performer, so one has 
to admit that the critic is not the ultimate 
consensus on your performance." 

In 1971, the Mirror published an arti
cle on Karin, but since then many 
changes have occurred in her life. After 
completing her Bachelor of Music 
degree at the University of Manitoba, 

by Kerstin Roger 

and winning the university gold medal 
for highest academic standing in the 
graduating class, she continued to study 
at Indiana University, where she re
ceived her master's degree, again with 
highest distinction. In 1983 she com
pleted her doctorate. She is currently a 
faculty member of Carroll College in 
Wisconsin and the pianist for the 
Wisconsin Conservatory Symphony 
Chorus. 

While studying piano with Abbey 
Simon in the United States, she met 
Mark Edwards, a fellow pianist. After 
"quite a romantic courtship" they mar
ried and are presently living in an apart
ment block in which several other 
musicians also live. Only another musi
cian would allow the beautiful sounds 
of Edward's pipe organ to vibrate 
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through hi s apartment. "The pipe organ 
is ten by twelve and the room it's in is 
only eleven by thirteen!" Karin 
chuckles; "it takes a musician to accept 
that! " M ark and Karin have done a lot of 
performing together as a duo piano 
team. Recently they performed Bach's 
Mass in B minor with Karin playing 
harpsichord and her husband playing 
the organ . "The chorus thought that it 
was so exciting for us to be on stage 
together, they called us Mr. and Mrs. 
Continuo. They are so supportive, it is 
really wonderful." Though performing 
in itself would be enough for many 
musicians, Karin also accompanies, 
teaches, performs in ensembles, and 
does the occasional solo performance 
with orchestras throughout America. 
"Some people specialize, but I tend to 
spread myself too thin . I love the variety 
and there are always new things to 
learn. " 

Her favorite piece and performance is 
usually her most recent one, in this case 
the Beethoven Concerto #4, performed 
with the Concord Chamber Orchestra 
on May 13. "Here Beethoven must have 
seen a bit of heaven," she enthuses. Her 
performance itself was described as 
having all the "lyrical beauty, drama, 
and technical fire" that Beethoven must 
have felt when he wrote it. In another 
performance she was described as 
"Alice of a musical Wonderland," a 
term that she particularly liked because 
it described a musical magic manifested 
in her playing. 

What makes or breaks a musician's 
decision to become a concert artist is the 
ability to create magic on stage. The art
ist must be able to connect the audience 
to her music with a sparkling silver 
thread which is as delicate as that of the 
spider. A performer may play her best 
performances away from the audience, 
only to lose the intensity before an 
audience. Determination and confi
dence must pull a musician through the 
hard times as well as the rough com
petition. In a career that can be stren
uous Karin has discovered that you have 
to "love music so much that this love 
will sustain you through those hard 
times. There will be moments when no 
matter how much you love music, you 
do not want to sit down and practice. 
There are a lot of psychological ups and 
downs so there has to be that personal 
satisfaction coming out of the music 
itself." Though Karin admits that pian
ists are a dime a dozen, and competition 
is tough, there are no signs of fatigue or 
frustration in her joy for music. 

Karin has discovered that there are 
ways to jump the hurdle of stage fright 
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and lack of confidence. She attempts to 
communicate this to her students also. 
Sometimes weeks before a performance 
Karin starts a "positive reinforcement" 
program. She asks students to write 
down positive statements such as, "I 
know this piece, mistakes will not throw 
me, I can perform at my best," and in the 
following weeks they are to read these 
statements to themselves. "This practice 
can easily be misunderstood as ego
centric," Karin muses, "but it is merely 
working with the subconscious part of 
the performer that tries to convince him 
that he cannot perform properly. It isn't 
egocentric, it is creating a confident 
base within the performer. Instead of 
thinking positively minutes before the 
performance you have to prepare your
self ahead of time. Something within 
you doubts your capability to perform 
and when you feel confident about your 
performance, then this confidence is 
mirrored in your performance." 

When asked which famous pianist 
they prefer, most pianists will inevitably 
say "Rubinstein and Horowitz." Karin is 
no exception, although she also men
tioned Shura Cherkassky, a 7S-year
old pianist, whom she heard in the 
States and who to her made more musi
cal sense than many pianists of the day. 

"Basically we are losing that rich golden 
tone that stems from the Rubinstein era. 
The emphasis then was on compass ion, 
not on technique - touch the heart first 
and the rest will follow. A performance 
had to be emotionally as well as tech
nically and intellectually satisfying, but 
now technique has become the overrid
ing factor. Perhaps it is necessary to rely 
so heavily on technique because the 
competition is so fierce and technique 
makes it possible to measure the quality 
of a performer on a number scale. Good 
technique is definitely easier to rate than 
a musical performance where ta ste 
becomes the ultimate criterion. Yet how 
does one evaluate different opinions?" 
At the same time Karin points out that 
technique remains the only tool through 
which a musician is able to express the 
deeper sense of the music. When Karin 
played the Beethoven Concerto #4 she 
was described as a "complete musi
cian." This is a term she values highly 
because it encompasses all of the above 
characteristics of a concert. 

How does one go about balancing all 
these factors and arriving at a level 
where they blenp into a winning perfor
mance? Many years of hard practice and 
an upbringing in music seem to be 
Karin's answer. It was her parents who 

Westgate 

We need your prayerful support 

for a new school year 

Opening Program - Sunday, Sept. 29,1985 

Annual Work Day - Friday, Oct. 11,1985 

Semi Annual Meeting - Monday, Nov. 25,1985 

Together we can provide a Christian Education for our youth. 

Westgate Mennonite Collegiate 
86 WestGate 

775-7111 
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provided thi s basic understand ing in 
music and she feels very thankful for 
their influence. "My mother is a violinist 
and whenever she tuned her violin she 
used the tuning fork and through that A 
ringing I was able to develop perfect 
pitch. I remember once when I was still 
very young, my mother was singing to 
me and she sang a wrong note. It jarred 
me and I leapt up, 'That's wrong! That's 
wrong!'" 

"I started taking piano lessons with a 
babysitter down the street when I was 
four." A grin spreads over Karin's face. 
"The only thing I really remember her 
teaching me was how to wink with one 
eye! but this was also when I realized 
that the sounds I had been trying out on 
the piano could be written down, and 
this is extremely important for a child. 
To learn to hear the music first and then 
to see its relation on paper. I learned 
about many things at an early age, often 
in game, before I realized how hard they 
were." For example her father's chal
lenge: How often could she play her 
piece through perfectly before he 
finished shaving? 

Though their lives were saturated 
with music, Karin ' s parents never 
assumed their children should go into 
music. It had to be their decision. "I was 
studying to become a school teacher, 
like my father - he was always my hero 
- but I was still studying piano. One day 
my piano teacher sat me down and said, 

'Karin, if you want to be a school 
teacher, you can't be a real pianist.' It 
was so traumatic, I went home and cried 
and cried, because I realized that I had 
to decide on one or the other. Now I am 
teaching as well as performing." Teach
ing takes a lot of time, but Karin is hop
ing to do more performing, including a 
performance in Winnipeg in October. 

"People in general don't see how 
much preparation goes into one concert 
- the phone calls and organization. It is 
the aggressive people who get the most 
work, and this has always been a big 
struggle for me, having grown up in a 
Mennonite home. You have to justify to 
yourself from time to time: why you 
aren't doing missionary work in Africa 
and try to explain some of the attitudes 
of the performing world . I have come to 
the realization that I can help a lot of 
people right here in Wisconsin, and 
through my work, I am contributing to 
the world. I get into deep and often per
sonal conversations with my students 
and colleagues where we work out 
problems and ideas. And this is a great 
feeling! Also, through my performing 
there is a strong source of communica
tion between the music itself and each 
person in the audience. In this way, 
what I believe speaks through the music 
itself. " 

mm 

CANADIAN 
MEN~~NITE 

C~~~GE 
600 Shaftesbury Blvd . 
Winnipeg. Man. R3P OM4 
(204) 888-6781 

OPENING PROGRAM 
Sept. 22, 2:30 p.m. 

at 
First Mennonite Church 

RECITAL 
Karin Redekopp Edwards will give a 
piano recital in the alumni series of the 
University of Manitoba School of 
Music in Eva Clare Hall on the Fort 
Garry campus at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
October 6. 

The program includes music by 
Scarlatti, Bach, Haydn, Schumann and 
Eckhardt-Gramatte. 

Three days earlier on Thursday, 
October 3, she will give a recital in the 
Winkler MB Church at 8:00 p.m. 

Administrative Assistant 
Required by a Winnipeg chartered 
accountant. This position is a 
challenging career-entry oppor
tunity. Basic skills an asset. 
Please call Nick A. Hildebrand for 
an interview, 224-3204. 

Director of Music 
The Elmwood MB congregation in Win:' 

nipeg is considering the appointment of a 
part-time director of music ior October 1. 
Appli cants must have d strong background 
in conducting. Apply to the Board of 
Music, Elmwood MB Church. 145 Hender
~on Hwy .• Winnipeg. MB. R2L lL4. 

with 
Guest Speaker DR. ORLANDO COSTAS 

DR. GORDON HARLAND 
Head of the Religious Studies Department 

at the University of Manitoba. 

The CMBC College Chorus 
will also be featured. 

liThe Crisis of Mission in the 
West and the Challenge 

of World Mission" 

October 21-22, 1985 
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Patrick Friesen 

Patrick Friesen's 
Shunning 
becomes 

basis for bold 
drama 

by Mavis Reimer 

Opening the 1985-86 season of 
Winnipeg's Prairie Theatre Exchange is 
Patrick Friesen 's stage adaptation of his 
dramatic poem, The Shunning. Friesen, 
a Winnipeg writer born and raised in 
Steinbach, has published four volumes 
of poetry: the lands i am (1976), blue
bottle (1978), The Shunning (1980), and 
Unearthly Horses (1984) . At present, he 
is working on his first novel. 

The story of The Shunning, as told in 
the play, centers on a young Mennonite 
farmer's search to discover and define 
the nature of God and the world . His 
search brings him into conflict with his 
church, w ith the result that he is excom
municated. The shunning and Peter's 
eventual suicide are the two major inci
dents on which the stage version turns. 

The Shunning is a project that has 
been in the works for several years. PTE 
artistic director Kim McCaw remembers 
bei ng given a copy of the book by David 
Carr of Turnstone Press shortly after its 
publ ication in 1980. Recently arrived 
from Saskatchewan, McCaw was eager 
to acquaint himself with Manitoba art
ists. At first reading, he found himself 
gripped by Friesen's story and intrigued 
by the theatr ical possibilities of the 
poem. 

When he was first approached about 
. adapting the poem for the stage in 1981, 

Friesen was unenthusiastic. "I felt I had 
worked that through my system. I didn't 
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want to re-work it. " But by 1984, he 
found himself more amenable to PTE's 
advances. "Five years after having writ
ten the original version, I found I could 
approach the project with considerable 
objectivity. I resisted the urge to change 
too much, but on the other hand, I took 
off on some characters, while dropping 
others entirely." 

The major hurdle in writing the adap
tation of the poem, Friesen found, was to 
decide on the tone and technique he 
would use. "I had two choices, basi
cally. I could write a fairly realistic play, 
w ith conventional dialogue between 
characters, or I could retain the poetry 
and write a poetic drama. " Having writ
ten one scene in each of the two styles, 
he asked for reactions from PTE drama
turge, Per Brask. " My instinct was to go 
with the poetry," says Friesen. Brask 
agreed . 

The result is something Friesen calls 
" a language play," a combination of 
dialogue and monologue that Friesen 
hopes wi" accom modate both the 
rhythms of Mennonite speech and the 
poetry of the characters' interior lives. 

The final look of the play in produc
tion, however, is not in Friesen's hands, 
but in director Kim McCaw's. "I've 
made suggestions on technical details 
such as sound effects, lighting, cos
tumes," says Friesen, "but there are any 
number of practical considerations from 
size of budget to size of theatre facing 
the director." 

Will a Mennonite's play about Men
nonites appeal to a wide audience? 

PTE's past experience suggests that it 
will. Ted Galay's one-act plays about 
the Ukrainian Canadian community' 
produced last season proved popular 
with PTE audiences, points out Ann 
Atkey, public relations director for the 
theatre. " Our mandate is to reflect what 
Manitoba people are and our audience 
is responding to our attempts to do 
that. " 

Atkey does expect, however, that a 
play such as Friesen's The Shunningwi II 
prompt audience reactions on at least 
two different levels. "Mennonites in the 
audience obviously will have many 
experiences in common with the char
acters. But there are universal elements 
in the play to which any member of the 
theatre audience can respond . There are 
individuals everywhere who challenge 
the normal ways of doing things. Much 
drama is about the conflict between dif
ferent approaches to life." 

Friesen agrees. 'Tm hoping Men
nonites in the audience will treat The 
Shunning as serious drama and not get 
all knotted up about the Mennonite 
aspects. The play is not a diatribe against 
Mennonitism. I think it is a sign of 
strength to admit and contain question
ing." 

The Shunning will be showing at the 
Prairie Theatre Exchange at 160 Prin
cess Street beginning . October 10 and 
running until November 1. A proposed 
tour to Steinbach and Altona prior to 
the Winnipeg opening is presently 
being considered. For more details, 
contact PTE at 942-7291. mm 



J. P. Ciaszen 

Few agreed with him, but 
J. P. Claszen had strong views of 

what qualifies as a good hymn 
F or those interested in Mennonite his
tory and able to read German, there is 
nothing quite so fascinating as a day or 
two spent reading back issues of Der 
Bate from the years 1925-40. Originally 
known as Der Immigranten Bote, the 
newspaper attempted to meet the needs 
of the Russlaender Mennonites who 
were trying to get established in Canada 
after their escape from Russia. Its pages 
became an open forum in which the 
problems faced by the immigrants, as 
well as the issues of the day, were vig
orously and sometimes heatedly de
bated . One person who took an active 
part in these debates, while at the same 
time expanding their scope consider
ably, was a man named Johann Peter 
Claszen . 

J. P. Claszen was born in August, 1891 
in southern Russia. He attended the 
Central School in Nikolaipol, where he 

by Wesley Berg 

trained to be a teacher. He then became 
one of the Kjiedels {ann de Farstei, 
spending a total of eight years there and 
in the medical service of the Russian 
army during the war. The difficult times 
of the Bolshevik Revolution and the en
suing civil war had a profound effect on 
him, as it did on all who experienced 
them, and it was with relief and grati
tude that he came to Canada in 1923, 
bringing with him a Russian wife. 

Mennonite immigrants of the 1920s 
were expected to settle in rural areas as 
farmers, and Claszen's first letters to Der 
Bote came from Flowing Well, Sas
katchewan, where he was waiting for 
news about land. Between 1924 and the 
end of 1926 he tried his hand at farming 
at several places, each time unsuc
cessfully. The final attempt occurred 

near Brunkild, Manitoba, on a farm he 
had purchased with three other fam
ilies. He was forced to leave when his 
partners abandoned the place in late 
1926. His letters during these years deal 
with tribulations of rural settlement, 
naturally, but the overwhelm i ng tragedy 
that had overtaken the Mennonites of 
Russia was also a vivid memory and 
constant theme . 

Wir waren reich und angesehen -
und dann arm und geachtet; wir 
waren gebildet und wurden geehrt 
- und dann unwissend und gehaszt; 
wir waren gesammelt und nun zer
streut; wir waren gegliedert - jetzt 
aufgeloest; es wehte eine schoene 
Harmonie durch unser Leben , -
und gegenwaertig zereisst eine 
haessliche Disharmonie unser inner
lichen Dasein. Aber ein suesses Trost 
ist uns geblieben: wenn wir uns in 
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Geduld und Beharrlichkeit fassen, so 
werden wir mit Gottes Hilfe wieder 
reichlich empfangen und erkaem
pfen. 
In 1927 J. P. Claszen brought his wife 

and son to Winnipeg, where he became 
a carpenter and cabinet maker. Work 
was difficult to come by - it was not 
until 1939 and the coming of wartime 
prosperity that he was finally able to 
own his own house - but this did not 
prevent him from throwing himself into 
the pursuit of a new interest that would 
occupy his spare hours for the next 45 
years. Having joined First Mennonite 
Church, then part of the Schoenwieser 
Gemeinde, in which his uncle, also 
called J. P. Claszen, was an elder, he 
developed a passion for hymnody that 
led to the publication of several 
hymnbooks for the use of the new i mm i
grants. His Liederborn of 1932 and 
Choralbuch of 1935, both commis
sioned by the ministers conference of 
Manitoba, were very useful to immi
grant choirs whose singers had been 
raised on Ziffern and who found the 
notes in the songbooks of their North 
American counterparts confusing. 

There were a number of men who 
made significant contributions to the 
musical development of Canadian 
Mennonites during this time - F. C. 
Thiessen, K. H. Neufeld, John Konrad, 
David Paetkau, Ben Horch - but they 
tended to be choral conductors, men of 
action rather than scholars. Although he 
had no formal training beyond his 
school years in Russia , Claszen had the 
instincts of a professional scholar. As 
part of his work on Liederborn and Lie
derstrauss, a collection of German folk 
songs, he had begun to assemble a li
brary of books on German hymnody. 
This process was accelerated in 1935 
when he was elected to the committee 
which was to provide the Conference of 
Mennonites in Canada with a new 
Gesangbuch . Claszen threw himself 
into the work with great enthusiasm . He 
began to correspond with a number of 
German churchmen and hymnologists 
about various aspects of the problems 
the committee faced. He also began to 
provide the readers of Der Bote and Die 
Mennonitische Rundschau with a 
steady stream of articles on hymns, 
hymn poets, and composers of hymns. 

Although he served as secretary of the 
committee for three years and did much 
of the work - according to chairman 
Benjamin Ewert, he and Claszen met 40 
times in the first three months of 1938 
alone as the I ists of hymns were com
pleted - Claszen was becoming in
creasingly dissatisfied and resigned in 

fO/mennonite mirror/september 1985 

July 1938. He had strong opinions about 
the kinds of hymns that belonged in a 
Gesangbuch, and it was becoming ob
vious that his ideas were not shared by 
the other committee members, or the 
congregations. He abhorred sentimen
tality and superficiality of all kinds. This 
meant, for example, that the much
loved gospel songs of the Evangeliums 
Lieder were anathema to him . He was 
also a staunch defender of German cul
ture among Mennonites, and insisted 
that there was no place in a Mennonite 
hymnal for translations of hymns from 
other languages . Surely there were 
enough wonderful German chorales to 
make the importation of foreign hymns 
(Fremdgut) unnecessary. He expressed 
these views in the press and lively de
bates arose as one reader or another 
found favourite hymns dismissed as 
sentimental rubbish . 

The Gesangbuch was finally pub
lished in 1942, but by then Claszen had 
distanced himself completely from the 
project and lost no opportunity to crit
icize it. He prepared his own version, 
complete with a Choralbuch and two 
volumes on the poets and composers of 
the hymns, but, of course, his proposal 
was never accepted. Someone said that 
Claszen would no doubt produce an 
exemplary hymnal; the only problem 
would be that no one would want to 
sing from it. He was simply not pre
pared to make the compromises that 
members of hymnal committees have to 
make in order to satisfy the needs of a 
varied constituency, even though that 
often means accepting hymns that the 
more fastidious find distasteful. 

Hymnody was not the only subject on 
which Claszen wrote in the 1930s. He 
was also concerned about the state of 
the Mennonite faith. The most signifi
cant publication in this area was a long 
series of articles entitled "Gedanken 
ueber Gemeindebau." Appearing in 
1938, the articles were very critical in 

tone, not unusual for a J. P. Cl aszen 
article, and aroused a storm of protest 
and debate. In them he called, among 
other things, for an end to Mennonite 
disunity, and suggested that Mennonite 
leaders needed to examine themselves 
and their behavior carefully to eliminate 
squabbling and personality cults. He 
also suggested that it was time for M en
nonite ministers to receive theologi ca l 
training in order to serve their con
gregations properly. 

Claszen was an aggressive and com
bative correspondent. Each letter dis
agreeing with him received a swift, 
detailed rebuttal. Passions often ran 
high. One correspondent denounced 
Claszen, justifying the harshness of his 
attack by saying, "Auf einen groben 
Klotz gehoert ein grober Keil." Claszen 
responded in a similar fashion, opening 
his letter with a scripture verse that set 
the tone: "Die Ohrenblaeser und 
falsche, boese Maueler sind verflucht." 
Needless to say, these particular letters 
were never published. 

Eventually he grew weary of the con
stant struggle with people who refused 
to agree with him, and he turned to a 
subject that had fascinated him for 
some time. From 1940 to 1960 he bur
ied himself, to use his own expression, 
in the study of the hymns of the early 
Anabaptists, including the songs of the 
Hutterites . In hi's search for obscure 
hymns he corresponded with libraries 
all over Europe, England and the United 
States. One songbook had taken 139 
letters to track down, he informed the 
readers of Der Bote, and there were also 
many individual hymns that he was try
ing to locate and identify. 

He began to provide the editors of the 
Mennonite newspapers with articles on 
Anabaptist hymnody. Many of them 
were published, although he was occa
sionally told that the articles were really 
too detailed and scholarly for their 
readers . Claszen, of course, was con-
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vinced that such knowledge was essen
tial for all Mennonites. He also sent 
articles to church music periodicals in 
Germany, but without much success. 
Technically his work was in the best 
scholarly tradition, one editor told him, 
but it was unusable because of his point 
of view. Claszen insisted that the hymns 
of the Anabapti sts needed to be revived 
and used again. In Germany there were 
people doing academic research into 
these hymns, but there could be no 
question of using them in contemporary 
hymnals. 

Beginning in the early 1950s be be
gan to receive requests for information 
and assistance from researchers work
ing on these in Mennonite and Anabap
tist hymnody. The archivists in North 
Newton and Goshen were interested in 
what he was doi ng and asked to have his 
manuscripts placed in their libraries. 
He contributed the articles on the Ziffer
system to both the Mennonitisches Lexi
kon and the Mennonite Encyclopedia, 
and continued to correspond with hym
nologists in Europe. He also continued 
his work on later Mennonite hymnody, 
completing a manuscript entitled "Ein 
Beitrag zur Geschichte des Gemeinde
gesanges der Mennoniten" in 1953, in 
which he analyzed, compared, and dis
cussed the contents of all the European 
Mennonite, Russian Mennonite, and 
North American Mennonite hymnals 
available to him. 

He had never lost interest in the 
hymns being sung by the congregations 
of his day, even though he had been 
preoccupied with 16th-century hymns 
for two decades, and when the General 
Cooference decided to produce a new 
Gesangbuch in the early 19605, 
Claszen once more threw himself into 
the fray. The committee consulted him, 
and accepted h is advice on matters 
such as hymn texts and information on 
composers and poets. But they were not 
prepared to accept his call for a com
plete reform along "deutsch-evange
lischen" lines. It was not their wish to 
wield the "eisernen Besen"that Claszen 
insisted was necessary. They knew their 
congregations too well for that. The re
sult was accordingly not what Claszen 
had hoped for, although even he admit
ted that the Gesangbuch of 1965 was a 
great improvement over the one of 
1942. 

He immediately set to work to ana
lyze the new hymnal, and a series of at 
least three dozen articles began to ap
pear in Die Post, drawn from a man
uscript entitled Das Gold und Silber des 
neuen deutsch-sprachigen Konferenz
Gesangbuches aus dem jahre 1965, 

completed in 1968 and consisting of 
more than 1,400 pages. There was no 
sign of weariness, even though he was 
in his mid-70s. He still clipped news
papers, wrote letters to editors, librar
ies, and opponents, and when the 
committee responsible for the new 
Mennonite Hymnal asked for his as
sistance in determining the correct 
forms of various German hymns, he 
pitched in with characteristic thorough
ness. In 1973, at the age of 82, he was 
still trying to determine where a version 
of So nimm denn meine Haende that 
started with the words, Nimm jesu 
meine Haende had originated. He died 
in June, 1974. 

Not many people know about J. P. 
Claszen. The students who heard his 
lectures on hymnody at CMBC in the 
60s might. There will be people at First 
Mennonite Church who still do. Per
haps there are still a few people around 
who recall the debates of bygone de
cades; they might remember him too. 
Claszen, however, was conscious of the 
judgement of posterity. He was already 
collecting materials for deposit in Men
nonite archives in Germany in the late 
30s. After his death his papers and li
brary came to the CMBC library and the 
Mennonite Heritage Centre. How can 
someone who wrote thousand of pages 
on Mennonite hymnody, corresponded 
tirelessly with some of the foremost 
hymnologists in Europe, and figured 
prominently in some of the liveliest de
bates in Mennonite circles in the 1930s 
be so easi Iy forgotten? 

There are several reasons. He was a 
staunch defender of the old ways 
among people who were rapidly adapt
ing to a new, Canadian way of doing 
things. He defended the system of 
Ziffern when the young people were all 
learning to play and sing from notes. He 
insisted that Deutschtum and Christ
en tum were inseparable for Mennon ites 
when Deutschtum was already becom
ing irrelevant for many, or had been 
discredited by a Nazi regime that 
Claszen continued to defend into the 
1960s. It must also be said that his prick
ly, defensive attitude towards the people 
who inevitably disagreed with him did 
not make him an endearing figure. He 
was respected as an authority in the 
field of hymnology, but because he was 
consistently and often harshly critical of 
his fellow Mennonites, the respect 
failed to turn into affection. 

So who was J. P. Claszen? A man torn 
from a homeland shattered by a regime 
whose political philosophy he loathed, 
and unable to adjust completely to a 
new country in which his cherished 

German cultural heritage was con
stantly being eroded. A man brutally 
honest with himself and with others, but 
sometimes lacking the compassion and 
humility needed to disagree gracefully. 
But he was also a man who wanted the 
best for his people, who would tolerate 
nothing that was cheap or shoddy, and 
who was willing to devote all his spare 
time, money, and energy over a period 
of 45 years to the pursuit of his dream: a 
healthy, vibrant Mennonite hymnody 
based on sound musical and theologi
cal principles. 
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Cemeteries are important historical 
and religious sites bearing witness of 
faith and life to future generations. Men
nonite Memorial Gardens provides a site 
for the Mennonite community to develop 
an historic site. As the new grass and 
trees mature, the cemetery will also 
enhance the local community with its 
park-like beauty. You are encouraged to 
consider this site as your cemetery and 
pre-bury plots at these low prices in 
effect until September 30th. 
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Single Double 
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plus headstone 
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prices before Sept. 20. 

For further information contact: 
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Ph. 209-4119 (evenings) 
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observed along the way 
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SUMMER, 1985 

by Roy Vogt 

• As I write this, another summer is 
coming to an end, all too quickly. It 
seems to me that our weather forecasters 
should have been forced this past sum
mer to sit outside, in some public spot, 
without head covering, to "enjoy" the 
fine weather they promised for each 
weekend. The provincial government 
could haveeliminated its deficit by con
ducting a raffle each weekend, with the 
winners being permitted to pour pails of 
water over the heads of those same fore
casters. 

• Still, some of us managed to sneak 
in a few good days here and there. The 
summer started well for us in Min
neapolis. What a beautiful city this is! A 
boat trip on Lake Minnetonka shows us 
that thousands of families are able to 
enjoy lake-front property for their per
manent homes. A few evenings are 
spent on a cheap public golf course 
which is much more attractive than any 
that we have in Winnipeg. But alas, my 
annual ambition to beat my kid brother 
at this frustrating game goes unrewarded 
for another year. 

• In mid-June I am invited to a dinner 
hosted by the Economic Council of 
Canada. Premier Pawley is asked to say 
a few words after the meal. Like any 
good politician he uses the occasion to 
deliver a major address on the achieve
ments of his government. It sounds like 
an election speech to me, but only a 
handful of the people present are from 
Manitoba. I am convinced that most 
politicians, preachers, and professors 
get to like the sound of their own voice 
so much that the voice develops its own 
motor power; it begins to run at the push 
of a button and, regardless of what the 
occasion really calls for, doesn't stop 
unti I at least half an hour has elapsed. Of 
course, I speak only from my observa
tion of others, not from my own per
sonal experience. 

• Our children from Edmonton drop 
in for a week's visit in June. Fortunately 
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. they do not forget to bring their first 
child, our first grandchild, with them. 
He is, of course, the most beautiful child 
you ever saw. Carrying him around the 
house I am surprised to discover that I 
instinctively hum the same German 
tunes that my father used to hum when 
he carried my younger siblings. I 
thought I had forgotten those tunes. 
Having a grandchild in our home 
reminds me of a car sticker I saw the 
other day: "Grandchildren are so much 
fun that next time we'll have them fi rst." 
Even an onerous duty like changing 
diapers has been made easier by our 
throw-away culture. Grandparents will 
engage in all kind of foolishness to get a 
response from their grandchild, but the 
fact is that a sudden smile or burst of 
laughter from such a child lightens up a 
whole room. All this joy is marred only 
by the fact that my son-i n-Iaw shows no 
respect for age and beats me thoroughly 
on the beautiful Pine Falls golf course. 
Someday I wi II own and operate a golf 
course for masochists only. It is the win
ners who will have to be consoled. 

• Several weeks of the summer are 
spent at our lake cottage north of Grand 
Beach on Lake Winnipeg. Here we 
unwind with a daily routine of reading, 
walking, eating and sleeping. We have 
found that people have very different 
ways of relaxing. Some enjoy improving 
cottage and grounds; others fish or golf 
all day, while there are hundreds of cot
tages back in the woods which seem to 
be used only on weekends for parties. 
We enjoy long walks and books. Our 
favorite reading this summer includes, 
in addition to a number of works in eco
nomics that are part of my work, An 
Innocent Millionaire, by Stephen 
Vizinczey, a modern parable about a 
talented man who forfeits his soul for 
wealth; The Seizure of Power, by the 
Nobel Prize winning writer Czeslaw 
Milosz, about the transition of power 
from fascists to communists in war-torn 
Warsaw; The Priest of Love, a biography 
of D . H. Lawrence, and The Middle 
Kingdom, diary excerpts from the West 

German Ambassador to Chinas during 
the critical years 1976 (Mao's death) to 
1980. Two other very different books 
have been Small World, an extremely 
funny spoof of academic life by the Brit
ish writer David Lodge, and a brief but 
very honest and illuminating treat.ment 
of the life and thought of jesus by 
Humphrey Carpenter (part of a series on 
Past Masters). I consider this book, along 
with Harry Emerson Fosdick's The Man 
from Nazareth, to be among the most 
satisfying, reliable guides to the histor
ical Jesus that we have . 

When I ask myself what impression 
this reading has made on me this sum
mer I would say this: the human enter
prise is, on the whole, a sorry but 
interesting spectacle. Both among the 
leaders and the led, evil, goodness, love 
and hate, alternate and intermingle in 
unpredictable, often tragic ways. One is 
inclined to say, "There is no hope in 
us." Certainly, there appears to be little 
hope in most of the structural, political 
reforms that have been proposed in this 
century. Hitler's "Thousand Year 
Reich" was rotten at the core; its admir
able record in combatting unemploy
ment and in creating a new sense of 
national purpose in Germany could not 
camouflage or expunge its evil vision of 
the human race. Communism and cen
tralized socialism, the new schools of 
social engineering, have likewise done 
incalculable damage to the human spirit 
by trying to substitute comprehensive 
planning and regimentation for spon
taneous behavior. Human beings were 
not meant to be fit into boxes, and it is 
the "box makers" of this century, both 
religious and secular, who have failed 
us. What seems to be best for us is a 
system of subtle checks and balances, in 
which governments have the power to 
curb behavior that is obviously detri
mental to others, but where most of our 
daily living is left unchecked. Unfortu
nately, by its very nature such a system 
cannot be planned very well in advance. 
Its growth depends on the vision and 
courage of a lot of individuals, sup
ported by those nebulous but critical 
factors that are the true ground of our 
hope: faith, reason, and love. I continue 
to believe that these divine resources are 
stronger than the dark forces alligned 
against them. 

• Summer also provides numerous 
opportunities for casual visits with 
friends and family. A barbecue is some
how less intimidating than a formal din
ner at home. The return of our son from 
England in July, after a satisfying period 
of study there, momentarily enlarges the 
family circle; the departure of our youn-



gest daughter for Vancouver at the end 
of August, for a year of MCC service, 
once again diminishes it. Like most 
modern homes, ours often resembles a 
hotel. We aren't always sure who is 
sleeping there on a given night. 

• Inoneofourlastactsofsummerwe 
drive to Edmonton to check on our fam
ily there. The trip is made each way in 
one day - 15 hours each time - but 
with three drivers and a little car it is 
neither too tiring nor expensive. The 
total gas bill is $82. Gas is 10 cents a litre 
cheaper in Edmonton, but unfortunately 
the fill there takes us only to Saskatoon. 

We discover that Edmonton is a 
beautiful city, the North Saskatchewan 
River making a much more impressive 
dent in it than.our rivers do in Winnipeg. 
We spend a delightful three days with 
our family and their acquaintances 
there. We try to remember the old 
adage: "Three days guest, four days 
pest," although it certainly doesn't 
apply to them when they visit us. 

• Now it is fall, the university year is 
just beginning and there are new faces 
and minds to brighten one's day. As 
Vivaldi's Four Seasons plays quietly in 
the background I bid welcome to 
another new season of life. mm 
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poet's word 
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm by Walfried Jansen 

THE PASSING OF A SEASON SOUTH WIND OF APRIL 
South wind of April, Autumn leaves, 

plucked by fretfull winds, 
lament the passing of a season. 
Memories remain 

temptress of spring; 
her cautious probing fingers 
caress my face, 

but will mingle and fade 
like raindrop ripples 

tease my senses. 
Warm winds 

on still water. 

HOMESTEAD DREAM 
Tracking game 
in a poplarwood until 
a faint trail across my path. 
To satisfy my curiosity, 
I let its snaking course 
lead me where it will. 

pry the jaws, 
drive the nordic beast 
to ancient glacier caves. 

Too long the drab 
of winter: 
I hunger for birds in song, 
colors at my feet 
and all the shades 
of velvet green. 
April windsong, 
for me a soft melody 
of promise. 

Homestead, long forgotten; 
left to thistles spreading seeds. 
Autumn breeze 
moves in gentle waves 
through yellowed grass. 
A line of close spruce, 
once a shelterbelt, 
towers high above invasion's tide. 

The barn, saddle-shaped 
and weather-beaten grey· 
with wind-whipped doors torn free, 
leans hard as if to brace . 
against the wind. 

The house, now just a shell 
of someone's shining dream. 
Like rapiers, shafts of light 
puncture musty gloom, 
revealing walls of plaster; 
cracked and grey. 
They may lack the warmth 
but sti II keep secret the scenes 
of harmony and discord 
acted here through years 
of meagre means. 
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• review 
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The'85 
edition 
ofJMS 
The 1985 issue of the Journal of Men
nonite Studies has just come off the 
press. This latest issue (the first two 
appeared in 1983 and 1984 and are still 
available) contains articles, stories and 
reviews which should be of interest to 
all those who wish to be informed about 
Mennonite life and thinking. The fol
lowing is just a sampling of what this 
latest issue contains. 

In a lengthy article, James Urry of 
New Zealand analyzes the wealth of 
Russian Mennonites prior to World War 
I and the effect th is had on thei r rei igious 
and social life. While not all readers will 
necessarily agree with Urry's conclu
sions, the article nevertheless provides 
new insights into pre-World War I Rus
sian Mennonitism. 

In another article on the 16th.,-century 
Anabaptist-Mennonites, Werner Pack
ull of Conrad Grebel College argues 
that the peasant society of southern 
Europe had a profound influence on the 
beginnings of early Mennonitism. Thus 
not only the religious ideals of a Conrad 
Grebel and Michael Sattler contributed 
to the formation of Anabaptism, but also 
such practical concerns and issues like 
dues and taxes, peasant grievances and 
rights, and others. 

Egil Grislis of the University of Man
itoba has written an interesting article on 
Menno Simons' call to the min istry in 
the light of the Bible. In reading the arti
cle one is impressed with Menno's 
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sense of his calling and his attempt not 
to deviate from the words and examples 
of Scriptures. 

Those who attended last year's Uni
versity of Winnipeg symposium on 
19th-century Russian-Mennonite 
eccentrices wi II be happy to see the 
papers of that symposium included in 
this issue of the Journal. AI Reimer deals 
with Klaas Reimer and the beginnings of 
the Kleine Gemeinde. Abe Dueck takes 
another look at Claas Epp and his trek to 
south-east Asia in 1880. Victor 
Doerksen outlines the Mennonite Tem
ple movement, the so-called "Jeru
salem Friends" . And Harry Loewen 
shows how the early MBs were affected 
by the movement of exuberance, the 
frohliche Richtung. George Epp's paper 
on Mennonite nationalism in the 19th 
century is scheduled to be published in 
the 1986 issue of the Journal. 

In addition to the above articles the 
1985 issue contains other articles, 
reviews, stories and poems by Peter 
Pauls, AI Reimer, John Friesen, Fritz 
Senn, and Andre Oberle. There is also a 
sketch by Arnold Dyck not published 
previously. 

Each issue of the Journal (close to 200 

pages each) is priced at $6. The cost will 
no doubt be revised upward, but those 
who wish to purchase individual copies 
or to subscribe to the Journal may sti II do 
so at the original price. For copies or 
subscriptions readers may write to The 
Editor, Journal of Mennonite Studies, 
University of Winnipeg, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba R3B 2E9. 
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Anabaptist'vieurs of children 
reDlarkably progressive 

by Paul Redekop 

One of the more unique features of 
the early Anabaptists was an awareness 
of the importance of child rearing and 
parental influence. The concern with 
child rearing arose from the principle 
that awareness and understanding must 
be achieved before an individual can be 
baptized. This principle required that 
thought be given to the nature of under
standing; how and when it was 
achieved, and how one could tell when 
it was achieved. The concern with child 
rearing was itself quite unusual in an age 
when children were viewed and treated 
as miniature adults, to be cared for, but 
not "raised" in the way that ' we now 
think of it. Early Anabaptist writers for
mulated what were, for the times, some 
very progressive ideas regarding child
rearing and the nature of the child . For 
instance, various Anabaptist writers 
asserted the innocence of children, who 
"knew neither good nor evil" and 
"could neither believe nor disbelieve." 
This early Anabaptist perspective on the 
nature of childhood sounds remarkably 
similar to the views of John Locke, for 
example, who is widely regarded as an 
early proponent of the more contempo
rary view of childhood innocence. 
Writing toward the latter part of the 17th 
Century, Locke stressed childhood 
innocence and the concommitant 
importance of environmental influ
ences. 

The principle of adult baptism also 
led Anabaptist thinkers toward a devel
opmental model of childhood, long 
before this orientation was adopted in 
the broader society. The central 
assumption of any developmental 

approach is the view that children are ' 
different from adults, and not just less 
competent, or "incomplete" adults. As 
Jean Jaques Rousseau, whose essays 
written in the 18th Century are credited 
with inspiring the contemporary 
emphasis on a developmental perspec
tive expressed it: "Childhood has its ' 
own ways of seeing, thinking and feel
ing." 

Early Mennonite writers were partic
ularly concerned with the transition 
from chi Idhood to "youth." Some of the 
criteria they formulated for this distinc
tion sound remarkably modern . For 
example, Menno Simons himself iden
tified "rationality," defined as the ability 
to choose between alternatives, as an 
aspect of this transition. He states that: 
"If (children) cannot be made to under
stand anything visible, how can they 
then prematurely, that is, before they 
can comprehend things, be taught and 
instructed in invisible and celestial mat
ters of the spirit?" This differentiation 
between comprehension of the visible 
and the "invisible," i.e., abstract, sug
gest an implicit recognition of the dis
tinction elaborated four centuries later 
by Jean Piaget, between the ability to 
perform "concrete operations" with 
solid objects and "formal operations" in 
the abstract. Other criteria for the transi
tion to youth discussed by early Ana
baptist writers included "self-will" and 
the possession of a conscience. These 
criteria can be compared to distinctions 
which are made in contemporary theo
ries of ego development and moral 
development respectively, 

Aside from these concerns with child 
development and the nature of under-

standing, more traditional kinds of con
cerns were also expressed. For example, 
historian Hillel Schwartz identifies a 
central emphasis on the development of 
obedience. While the child was re
garded as originally innocent, it was also 
believed to be born with the capacity for 
evi I. The responsibi I ity therefore fell 
upon the parents to be vigi lant and strict 
toward their children, and not to let their 
"natural" love for their own offspring 
intefere with their Christian duty as par
ents. For instance, Menno Simons 
admonished parents as follows: "Teach 
(your children) and instruct them, 
admonish them, threaten, correct and 
chastise them as circumstances require. 
Keep them away from good-for-noth
ing children from whom they hear and 
learn nothing but lying, cursing, swear
ing, fighting, and mischief. Direct them 
to reading and writing. Teach them to 
spin and other handicrafts suitable, 
useful, and proper to thei r years and 
persons." 

Other writers have called attention to 
the strictness which characterized the 
attitudes of Anabaptist parenting; 

adherence to the view for example that 
beating and whipping were essential to 
child rearing. However, these practices 
were much more popular in society at 
large in the 16th century than they are 
now, and so our Anabaptist forefathers 
were merely reflecting the norm when 
they advocated such practices. Further
more, the obedience they hoped to 
achieve was not just blind behavioural 
conformity or servility. Rather, it 
referred to such qualities as moral 
sobriety, purposiveness, and a "peac-
able and mild nature." mm 
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• revIew 
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm COMI NG EVENTS 

School opening programs: 

Early Mennonite Life 
in Saskatchewan 

MBBC: Sept. 15, 7 p.m.: Elmwood MB 
Church. 

CMBC: Sept. 22, 2:30 p.m.: First M en
nonite Church . 

A comment by Harry Loewen 

Anna Fri esen, a woman in her mid
eighties, and Victor Carl Friesen, a free
lance writer, have combined thei r 
memori es and writing skills to produce 
an interesting and delightful book about 
Mennoni te life near Rosthern, Sas
katchewan, around the turn of our cen
tury. In telling the story of her childhood 
Anna Friesen provides a vivid picture of 
Canadian pioneering life in general and 
the world of the agricultural Russian 
Mennonites in particular. 

In its description of Mennonite life, 
The Mulberry Tree is remini scent of 
Peter Epp's Eine Mutter and Arnold 
Dyck's Verloren in der Steppe. How
ever, unlike Dyck 's novel concerning a 
young boy's aspirations to become an 
artist on the Russian steppes, Friesen's 
story is more straightforward and less 
reflecti ve in its description of childhood 
scenes, simple details of household and 
barnyard routines, and such emotions as 
fears, loneliness, love and joy. As we 
read on the back cover: "What emerges 
is a pi cture of a home suffused with love, 
and a life that was always fresh and 
i nteresti ng." 

NICK A HILDEBRAND 
B. Comm., C.A. , R.I.A. 

NICK A. HILDEBRAND 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 

The following excerpt from the Intro
duction illustrates the author's style with 
its haunting nostalgia: " The girl 's feel
ings were often stirred by the wind. At 
night she would lie awake, listening to it 
while it keened around the house. 
Everybody else slept soundly, indif
ferent to it. The door would rattle, and 
the house itself would tremble. The 
wind was frightening then. But now on 
the hilltop the wind was lonely and sad . 
It whistled mournfully through the 
nearby trees . .. . Now and then an 
early yellow leaf sa iled with the wind far 
out into the field. It seemed as if the 
spirits of the air were controlling all. " 

Young and old, Mennonites and non
Mennonites will find the book a joy to 
read . At the end of the book there are 
several recipes of traditional Mennonite 
foods, such as double buns (zwieback), 
Russian Easter bread (paska) , plume 
moos, verenitji and others . 

Anna Friesen and Victor Carl Friesen, 
The Mulberry Tree (Winnipeg: 
Queenston House Publishing Co. , 
7985). Cloth: $79.95; Paper: $9. 95. 206 
pages. 

Westgate Collegiate: Sept. 29, 2 :30 
p.m.: 86 West Gate. 

MBC/: Sept. 30, 7:30 p.m.: 173 Talbot 
Ave. 

Winnipeg Mennonite Elementary: O ct. 
6, 2:30 p.m.: 26 Columbus Cr. 

Sept. 21: MCC Auction Sale. Morri s 
Stampede Grounds. 

Sept. 28: Networking for Needs. Con
vention Centre. Guest speaker: Roy 
Bonisteel. 

Oct. 3-5: Manitoba Writer's Guild Lit
erary Conference and General Meet
ing. Museum of Man & Nature. Call 
Phyllis La ing: 942-6134. 

Oct. 10-Nov. 3: Prairie Theatre 
Exchange. Performance of "The 
Shunning" by Patrick Friesen. 8:00 
p.m. nightly. 

Oct. 19: MCC Women's Auxiliary 
Annual Meeting. Bu rrows Bethel 
Church. 

Oct. 21, 22: CMBC. J. J. Thiessen Lec
tures. 

Nov. 1, 2: MCC Community Justice Ini
tiatives of Manitoba Conference: 
"The Many Sides of Crime." 

D. Friesen & Associates 

145 Fairview Rd. 

Real Estate and Estate Law 

Free initial 15 min. consultation 

740-360 Main St. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3C3Z3 

(204) 224-3204 

Box 13, Group 535. RR 5 
Winnipeg, Man. 

R2C 2Z2 Ph. (204) 942-2171 Attention: Robert Friesen 

ART KROEKER 

Your Personal 
Financial Advisor 

OFFERING YOU : 
* Retirement and Estate Planning 
* Investment for Capital Growth 
* Income Tax Counselling 
* Brokered Annuities 
* Life and Disability Insurance 

204 Grant Park Plaza /""\(7" .~_~ 
Bus 284-0570 ~U/_ 
Res ' 269-7467 PI10RT FIIOMOUHXPfRtl'NCf 
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MAYIAG 
HOTPOINT 

SAWATZKY'S APPLIANCES LTD . 
DEALERS FOR MAYTAG. HOTPOINT & KELVINATOR 

'V,E SERVICE WHAT WE SELL "" 

HENRY SAWATZKY 
PETE SAWATZKY 
BILL SAWATZKY 
DAVE SAWATZKY 

57 41h AVENUE N E 
AL TON A MANITOBA ROG OBO 

PHONE 32484 76 



I - business and professional directory 

KMG Thorne Riddell 
Chartered Ac coun tants 

Suite 300 
386 Broadway 
W inn ipeg. Mani toba R3C OA9 
(204 1957 - 1770 

Winnipeg Building & 
Decorating (1968) Ltd. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS ====== 

• A COMPLETE REMODELLING SERVICE • 

DONALD T. MacANGUS - HENRY THIESSEN 

56 Ellen St., Winnipeg, Man. - 942·6121 

G . K. BRAUN INSURANCE SERVICES LTD. 

LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

INCLU DING [~,~.Q.P-~ 

For seruice . phone o r come to 

171 Donald 51 , Rm 301 Box 130. 
Winnipeg Man R3C 1 M4 Rosenort. Man RaG 1 WO 
Phone 942 -6 171 Phone 1-746 -8411 

-WAY u". 
Escorted Coach Holidays 

John Fehr 
1050 Henderson Hwy. President 
Winnipeg, Man. R2K 2M5 Phone (204) 338-7011 

Fehr-Way is the Fun-Way 

John 
Fehr 
Insurance 

1050 HENDERSON HIGHWAY 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2K 2M5 

For all your insurance needs 

Ken Peters 338-7811 

William Martens 
Barrister and Solicitor 

137 Scott Street 
(Stradbrook and Scott, 1 Block east of 

Osborne) 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Telephone R3L OK9 
475-9420 

Garth P. Reimer 
Barrister and Solicitor 

CAMPBELL, MAXWELL, and Associates 

400-208 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1 R7 

Telephone 942-3311 Residence 475-5655 

ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE 

SIMCOE MOTORS LTD. 
Owner : Henry Suderman 

850 Notre Dame Ave. 

786·6506 
"Quality Work at Fair Prices - Over 25 Years" 
Domestic and Foreign Cars and Light Trucks 

Courtesy Car Available 

SPECIA LIZING IN 

ALL MAKES OF CARS 

" 8 1k NOflt"< Of W ,I ,·ar""\ 

W ,nn'Dec M an'!ODa 

WARKENTIN LAW OFFICE 
Lawyers, Notaries Public 
205-3081 Ness Avenue 

Winnipeg, Man. R2Y 2G3 
Bus. (204) 885-4452 
Res. (204) 786-5048 

Erwin P. W arkentin 
B. Th. , LL.B. 

Phillip Calver 
BA(Hans), LL. B. 

1 
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Manitoba news 
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

Lori Dueck of Winnipeg, formerly of 
Montrea l, Que. , is beginning a one
year assignment at Cercado, Brazil, with 
the Mennonite Central Committee SALT 
(Serve and Learn Together) program. 
Dueck will be working as a daycare 
helper and kitchen aid . Dueck pre
viously served with the MCC SALT pro
gram in Winnipeg. She attended the 

John and Bertha Balzer have left the 
Cariboo Bethel MB church in Williams 
Lake, BC to assume the pastorate of Elm 
Creek MB Church. 

Walter Janzen has left the Winkler 
MB Church to move to the pastorate of 
Lakeview MB Church in Killarney. 

John Siebert has been named execu
tive assistant to Alan Gottlieb, Canadian 
Ambassador to the United States. He 
and his wife Carol are currently mem
bers of the Ottawa Mennonite Church. 
He has been a foreign service officer 
with the external affairs department for 
three years. He is a brother of Allan J. 
Siebert, who has recently resigned as 
western editor of the Mennonite 
Reporter, and is continuing studies at 
the University of Winnipeg. 

Wally and Shirley Schmidt have 
resigned as youth pastor at the Elmwood 
MB Church after three years of service. 
Wally has begun working with Youth for 
Christ in Winnipeg. Doug Enns, cur
rently at Mennonite Brethren Biblical 
Seminary, will become associate pastor 
at Elmwood on January 1, 1986. 

Ted and Mary Goosen assumed the 
pastorate of Grace MB Church in Cran
berry Portage on September 1, replacing 
John and Mary Anne Nikkel. 

Clarence and Ruth Braun became the 
first pastor couple of Valley Gardens 
Community Church in Winnipeg in 
August. 

Learn to Read and Write. Free Tutor
ing for adults. Volunteer tutors are also 
needed . Training is provided. Phone: 
589-7513 or 589-7498, or visit the 
ProjectforAdult Literacy, 387 Selkirk 
Avenue. 

Jack Dyck of Sargent Mennonite 
Church was installed on August 11 as 
assistant pastor in the W indsor Men
nonite Fellowship in Ontario. 

On Sunday, July 28, a monument recognizing Mennonite victims of violence in the 
20th century was unveiled at the Mennonite Village Museum in Steinbach. The 
marble monument was designed and built by Otto Klassen of Winnipeg, and 
contains bronze plaques, each paying tribute to the victims of a different period. 
This project was sponsored by the Manitoba Mennonite Historical Society. 
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Bill and Carol Lehman, formerly of 
Kitchener, were installed as the pastoral 
couple at the Steinbach Mennonite 
Brethren Church on Sunday, August 18. 

Jack and Irene Penner Suderman, 
along with thei r three sons, returned to 
Canada in May after a five-year term of 
service in Bolivia under The General 
Conference Mennonite Church. They 
plan to move to Kitchener, Ontario, 
where Jack will commute to Toronto to 
work on a doctoral program. 

**ANNUITIES 

*DISABILITY 

* LIFE 
* FIRE 

* TRAVEL 

P. J. THIESSEN 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

1228-1660 Henderson 

Winnipeg R2G 1 H7 

339-7302 



Doug and Carla Funk of the Rosen
feld district left July 8 for Ethiopia, where 
they will be working under World Uni
versity Services of Canada. 

On Sunday, July 21, the congregation 
of Grace Mennonite Church in Winkler 
dedicated the site of their new meet
inghouse. Construction is now under
way, and plans are for completion in 
February, 1986. 

Among nine of Manitoba' s most 
accomplished amateur musicians com
peting at the National Festival of Music 
in Moncton, N.B., August 23 to 28th 
were the following: Phillip Ens, Bass; 
Thomas Wiebe, Cello; and Nicole 
Pinkney, Signy Glendinning, Suzanne 
Dyck and Roberta Janzen, String 
Quartet. The National Festival of Music 
is a highly acclaimed competition for 
outstanding classical musici ans 
embarking on professional careers. 
Classes at the National Level are held in 
five solo categories - voice, piano, 
strings, woodwind, brass - and one 
chamber music class. Total scholarships 
exceeding $20,000 are presented by 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
to the winners of each class. As well, the 
Commerce Grand Award is presented to 
the most outstanding overall performer. 

Randolph Peters has received a grant 
from the Manitoba Arts Counei I for work 
on a film score for Crime Wave, com
missioned by filmmaker, John Paiz. 
Randolph is currently working on a 
doctoral program in music at Indiana 
University in Bloomington. He is the 
son of Peter H. and Greti Peters, MCC 
country representatives in India. 

Yamaha Music School 
II Junior music course for 4 and 5 

II year old beginners. "The" pre

II school music course in Winnipeg 

for over 15 years. 

II Yamaha Piano Course - all ages. 

II Yamaha Organ Course - all ages, 

all levels. 

II Yamaha Guitar Course - all ages . 

II Portable Keyboard Course. 

Choice lesson times available - enroll 

now! 

1330 Portage Ave. 

3670 Roblin Blvd. 
1602 St. Mary's Rd. 786-2461 

Devoted to high quality professional music education 



Pastora l changes have taken place at 
Bethel Mennonite Church during the 
summer. Ass istant pastor Dave Tiessen 
has resigned and is beginning studies at 
the M ennonite Biblical Seminary in 
Elkhart, Indiana. Erma Fast Dueck 
assumed duties as youth pastor at the 
beginning of September. The church is 
presently searching for an assistant pas
tor. 

Frank Enns has resigned as volleyba ll 
coach at the University of Saskatchew an 
in Saskatoon . He previously coached 
volleyball at the University of Win
nipeg, and taught at Westgate Collegiate 
in Winnipeg. 

Peter Dyck and Richard alfert have 
recently accepted calls to become lay 
ministers in the Sargent Avenue M en
nonite Church . 

On August 7 a new shopping centre, Southland Mall was opened in Winkler. The 
Mall is a joint venture of Norquay Enterprises, of which the director is Don Kroeker; 
A. K. Penner and Sons, whose president is Ernie Penner; and Penner Foods, whose 
president is Jim Penner. The shopping centre has over 745,000 square feet of 
merchandising area, with 23 stores presently occupying the space. 

The Carillon of Steinbach received five awards at the annual convention of the 
Canadian Community Newspapers Association in Quebec City in August. The 
awards included the trophy for best weekly community newspaper in the large 
circulation category. In the photo are Rick and Eugene Derksen with Don Venables 
of the Hamiota paper. 



Allan Dueck 

Dave Regehr 

At the beginning of the 1985-86 
school year, most of the Mennonite 
schools report fairly stable enrolments 
and few staff changes. MBCI has a slight 
increase in students; enrolment 
expected is 435 students. The school 
has one new staff member: Bill. Hamm 
will be incharge of the concert band. 

rhe Winnipeg Mennonite Ele
mentary School has a significantly 
higher enrolment this year, with about 
190 registered, compared with 128 last 
year. Two staff members have taken on 
full-time teaching duties after working 
part-time; Joanne Hildebrand and 
Marlene Ens. New teachers are Mrs. 
Marlene Wagner for kindergarten, and 
Mrs. Ingrid Froese-Regehr who will 
teach Grade I. 

Enrolment at Mennonite Collegiate 
Institute in Gretna has been decreasing 
in recent years. Presently, about 135 
students are regi stered. Former pri n
cipal, Ken loewen, is now principal at 
Garden Valley Collegiate in W inkler. 
Allan Dueck will become principal, 
with David Regehr acting as vice-prin
cipal. 

Westgate Collegiate has a small 
decline in enrolment, with 258 stu
dents. The new staff members assume 
teaching duties: Reg Klassen will work 
primarily as a resource teacher, and 
Waldemar Ens will teach junior and 
senior high English courses. 

The Mennonite Brethren Bible Col
lege reports a slight drop in enrolment, 
about 230 students this year, compared 
with 250 for the previous year. Staff 
members returning are John Regehr, 
after a one-year sabbatical; and James 
Pankratz, following a three-year leave. 
Both instructors teach in the area of 
contemporary Ministries. Doug Schulz 
has assumed duties as Registrar and 
Admissions Counsellor. 

CMBC has a stable enrolment - 181 
students, about the same as last year. 
New staff members are Dietrich Bartel 
in music, and lois Edmund, instructing 
in practical theology. 

An appreciation evening was held in 
Winnipeg for Emmanuel Horch on Sep
tember 14. Mr. Horch has taught violin 
in Winnipeg, Steinbach and Winkler for 
45 years. Many of his former students 
are presently engaged in various music 
professions, and his students have won 
many awards for excellence. A string 
scholarship, in Mr. Horch's name, to be 
administered by the Mennonite Com
munity Orchestra, of which he was the 
first concert master, was established to 
honor his great contribution to music. 

A 55-year reunion of the Harbin ref-
ugee group - 39 families and others 
who fled their homes in far eastern Sibe
ria and escaped to China in 1929- 30 -
was attended by some 250 people in 
Dinuba, Calif. June 29. An offering for 
MCC was taken in gratitude for the 
organization's help in 1930. The groups 
crossed the frozen Amur River into 
Manchuria, Ch ina, in a dash to escape 
communist oppression, and eventually 
reached Harbin, where they made con
tact with Mennonite relief organizations 
in United States and Europe, hoping to 
emigrate to America. A delegation led 
by P. C. Hiebert pled with President 
Herbert Hoover for the refugee s 
stranded in China. Hoover passed legis
lation to allow these non-quota immi
grants into the U.S. Most of this group 
settled near Reedley, Calif., and others 
who left China several years later w ere 
helped to Paraguay by MCC. The story 
of one of these people, the late Mia 
DeFehr, was described in the b iogra
phy, Mia, written by Mary Enns of Win
nipeg. 

Nick A. Hildebrand 
Chartered Accountant 

Income Tax Preparation, 
Small Business Accounting, 

Financial Planning 

For AppOintment 
Phone: 226-3204 or 661-0324 

455 Greene Avenue, 
Winnipeg R2K OM2 

Open evenings during 
personal tax season 

Woodland Supply & Mfg. Co. 

G. Bock 

861 Mcleod Avenue, 
Winnipeg 

Telephone 668-0079 W. Regehr 

Experts in millwork, stairwork, cabinets. 
and finishing supplies. 
Suppliers of hardwood. door casings. 
mouldings, and hardware. 
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Rudy Friesen, a teacher at Westgate 
Collegiate, and Lorna Bell of the United 
Church, are co-chairpersons of Net
working for Needs, a one-day con
ference to be held at the Convention 
Centre in Winnipeg on September 28. 
Keynote speaker will be Roy Bonisteel 
of the TV program "Man Alive". Pur
pose of the conference is to identify 
social needs in the city, and to attemptto 
ensure that needs are served without 
unnecessary overlap on the part of dif
ferent churches and agencies. The con
ference is supported by nine church 
denominations, including the Men
nonites; 800-1000 people are expected 
to attend and pre-registration is 
advised. Those interested should con
tact Christine Harapiak, do Institute of 
Urban Studies, 515 Portage Ave., Win
nipeg R3B 2E9. Tel: 786-9309. Cost is 
$25 per person; $20 for persons whose 
church is supporting the event. 

The Conference of Mennonites in 
Canada and The Canadian Mennonite 
Brethren both held their annual con
ferences in Regina this year, on the same 
dates. A joint session was held on July 7, 
a historic event as it was the first time 
this had occurred. A mass inter-Men
nonite choir, under the direction of 
George Wiebe, and Helen Litz leading 
the children's choir, presented an adap
tation of Esther Wiebe's oratorio, The 
Abiding Place. It is the story of Menno
nite wanderings and God's faithfulness, 
written originally to celebrate the 1984 
Mennonite World Conference Assem
bly in France. Conference moderators, 
John Redekop and Jake Fransen, both 
addressed the assembly. 

Several resolutions passed by the del
egates of the Conference of Mennonites 
expressed their desire to expand the 
CMC's work in pressing areas of need. 
Resolutions were passed on cross-cul
tural church growth, more interaction 
with Metis neighbours, and an ex
panded mandate for the Native Minis
tries Board to include urban ministries 
and church plant ing. Approval was 
granted to plan for the first phase of an 
expansion at the over-crowded 600 
Shaftesbury Blvd. campus of the CMBC 
and offices ofCMC. 

At the Canadian Mennonite Brethren 
Conference, concern was expressed at 
the growing budget deficit. A decision 
was made to tackle this by holding a 
special fund-raising appeal, and by 
holding the line on increases. A recom
mendation was made by the Board of 
Higher Education to offer a first year 
seminary program at the Winnipeg, MB 
Bible College. 
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University of Winnipeg for one year. 
Dueck was last employed as a homecare 
worker in Winnipeg. 

Dueck is a member of the Aberdeen 
Evangelical Mennonite Church in Win
nipeg and has also been affiliated with 
Montreal Mennonite Fellowship. Her. 
parents are Erwin and Katie Dueck of 
Montreal. 

Mennonite Central Committee's 
Community Justice Initiatives of Man
itoba is sponsoring a conference in the 
Fall entitled "The Many Sides of 
Crime". The conference will be held 
November 1-2 at the Mennonite 
Brethren Bible College. 

Walter and Joy Sawatzky of Gretna, 
and Quakertown, Pa. , respectively, are 
beginning two-year Mennonite Central 
Committee U.S. assignments in Miami, 
Fla. Joy and Walter will be working as 
program coordinators in Miami. The 
Sawatzkys previously served with Men
nonite Board of Missions in La Junta, 
Colo. , and with MCC in Haiti . Walter 
received a master's degree in adult 
Christian education from Princeton 
(N.J.) Theological Seminary, and a 
bachelor's degree in social work from 
Eastern Mennonite College in Harrison
burg, Va . Joy received a bachelor 's 
degree in nursing from Eastern Men
nonite College. Joy was last employed 
as a community health nurse in Trenton, 
N .J. The Sawatzkys are members of 
Deep Run Mennonite Church East in 
Perkasie, Pa. Their children are Ben
jamin and Alexander. 

Darlene Braun of Carman, is begin
ning a one-year assignment in Jamaica 
with the Mennonite Central Committee 
SALT (Serve and Learn Together) pro
gram. Braun wi II be working as a teacher 
for the hearing-impaired at the Mar
anatha School for the Deaf. She studied 
education for two years at the University 
of Winnipeg. Braun is a member of the 
Carman Mennonite Chu ~ch . Her par
ents are Peter and Mary Braun of Car
man. 

Bill Tiessen of Crystal City, is begin
ning as one-year assignment in Para
guay with the Mennonite Central 
Committee SALT (Serve and Learn 
Together) program. Tiessen will be 
working in a mental health institution in 
Fernheim, Paraguay. Tiessen has stud
ied at the University of Manitoba. He is a 
member of the Crystal City Mennonite 
Church and is the son of Dave and Jessie 
Tiessen of Crystal City. 

A group of Soviet and u.S. physi
cians, sayi ng they represent 120,000 of 
their colleagues worldwide, have ca lled 
for an immediate freeze on nuc lea r 
weapons testing. The physicians, who 
met in Chicago in February, said that 
"we cannot watch calmly while our pa
tient's health is threatened. Our patients 
are the people of the world." In ca lling 
for the freeze the physicians noted that 
while $2.2 billion is spend every day on 
arms, only $4 million was made avail
able to the World Health Organization 
over the past two years for the study of 
cardio-vascular diseases. 

Join the Tour 
Leaders: 
Kenya Farm and Game 
Park Safari 
Nov. 7-30,1985, with Dr. Elmer 

Stobbe 
Israel, Egypt and Rome 

Nov. 18 - Dec. 6,1985. Host: TBA 
Cozumel Birdwatchers Special 

Jan. 3-17, 1986 with David Hatch 
New Zealand, Fiji and Australia 

Jan. 19 - Feb. 16, 1986, with Jake 
and Tillie Janzen 

TM South America 
Feb. 1-26, 1986 

Asia Tech (MEDA sponsored) 
Feb. 5-22, 1986 

London Drama 
March 29 - April 6, 1986, with Bob 
and Irene Bilan 

Israel/Near East Study Tour 
May 1986. Host: TBA 

Russia 
May 12 - June 2, 1986, with Hugo 
Jantz 

TM Europe 86A (by bicycle) 
June 13 - July 2, 1986 

China and Hong Kong 
July, 1986, with Jim Pankratz 

Russia 
July, 1986. Host: TBA 

For more information, contact: 
Menno Travel Service (1984) Ltd. 

305-171 Donald St. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3e 1M4 
Ph. (204)943-9935 



A short story by Josephine Friesen 

The Decision 
Supper was over at last! The younge~ 
chi Idren had gone out to play and Annie 
began to clear the long table. Her sister 
Sarah was already in the pantry pouring 
steamy water from the big blue enamel 
kettle into the dishpan. Annie carried 
the last of the plates in to her from the 
kitchen and went back to wipe the table 
with a damp cloth. She noticed that the 
oilcloth was beginning to wear through 
at the corners and in some places the 
little red roses had been rubbed right off 
the smooth white surface. She pushed 
the long benches under the table on 
each side and straightened her mother's 
chair at the end . This is the last time I'" 
be doing this, she thought with a sudden 
empty feeling. She hurried back into the 
pantry, picked up a tea towel and began 
to drY the heavy white plates and cups as 
her sister washed. 

She looked sideways at Sarah. What 
would she think if she knew? But she 
didn't know. To her this was just like any 
other day. There she stood, sma" for 16, 
and plump in her long brown dress and 
big white apron, hands immersed in 
soapy water, damp wisps of hair escap
ing from the tight braid wound around 
her head. Now it would be Sarah's turn, 
thought Annie. Because she is the sec
ond girl. Between Sarah and Annie were 
four boys, but they worked in the barn 
and in the fields and weren't expected to 
help in the house or garden. 

Annie put the last of the dishes away 
in the big green cupboard and closed 
the glass doors, her hands lingering on 
the smooth white porcelain knobs. She 
picked up the broom from the corner 
and began to sweep the crumbs and dirt 
from the old linoleum. There were 
brown patches on it in some places 

where busy feet had worn away the ~'ished the glass chimney of the coal-oil 
green and yellow checks. From the front lamp with a crumpled piece of paper, 
bedroom she could hear the baby's carefully snipped the burnt edges from 
fussy crying as her mother settled him the wick, and lit it. A golden glow spread 
for the night. He cried a lot, this baby, out from the lamp, chasing the shadows 
and often Annie would wake up in the into the far corners of the kitchen, light
next bedroom during the night to the ing up the clean faces of the children. 
sound of her mother's soothing voice The boys were hurried off up the ladder 
and the creak of the rocking cradle. and through the trap door that led to the 

t:/ow could she be so patient after 14 attic where they all slept. The girls 
babies? Annie felt a stab of guilt. Her shared a large room next to the kitchen 
mother really did need her here at beside their parents ' bedroom. Annie 
home. That was why they wouldn't let and Sarah had one double bed in the 
her go, she knew. Jacob had asked her corner while the three small girls slept 
father twice now if they could be mar- together in the other one. Mary, who 
ried and both times the answer had been was only two, had a little iron crib to 
the same, " not yet. You must wait herself beside Annie's bed. 
awhile." Still , they permitted him to Sheissuchahappydumplingofagirl, 
come every Sunday after church. They thought Annie. Her short fair curls 
couldn't help liking him; such as fine, refused to be braided and tumbled 
strong, young man. She thrilled at the about her rosy face, shining in the 
thought of him riding up the lane, bare- lamplight. Annie felt a tightening in her 
back on his shining brown stallion, the throat as she buttoned Mary's nightdress 
shy smile he always offered her when and snuggled her into the little patch
she came to meet him. Then he would work quilt. Tomorrow morning she 
jump down so lightly, and they would would wake up calling for her Annie, 
walk together beside the horse up to the but Annie wouldn't answer. Then, 
house. He had been coming ever since firmly, she straightened, turned away 
she was seventeen, over five years now, from the crib, and went back into the 
and still her father said, " Wait!" But kitchen . 
there would be no more waiting. Her mother was sitting in the rocking 

Annie swept up the last bit of dirt into chair by the stove, knitting. Mittens, 
the tin dustpan and walked through the thought Annie, always more mittens or 
kitchen to empty it outside. There was a socks. Sarah was sitting at the table, her 
crispness in the air tonight and an aroma fair head bent in concentration over her 
of wood smoke. Through the twilight drawing book. Annie found the overalls 
she could see John coming from the she had begun to mend last night and, 
barn with the milk pail, the cats follow- joining Sarah at the table, smoothed the 
ing him hopefully. There was no sign of patch over the worn knee and began to 
the younger children but when she stitch it into place. She could hear the 
called into the fading light, they came younger boys scuffling about overhead. 
reluctantly straggling in. It would be a long time before they all 

While Annie supervised the washing went to sleep. Her mother got up, lifted 
of grubby hands and faces, Sarah pol- the lid of the stove, and pushed in two 
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pieces of wood from the wood box 
against the wall. The fire flared red for a 
moment, then crackled as the lid came 
down and shut it in. From outside came 
the sound of scraping boots. The kitchen 
door opened letting in a gust of chilly 
air. It was john with an armful of wood 
and behind him, her father. He looks 
more tired than usual tonight, thought 
Annie. It had been a dry summer, and 
when the rain did come at last it served 
only to hinder the harvest. But, even 
though they had finally stored the last of 
the wheat in the granary, there was still 
much to be done before the snow came. 
He dipped hot water from the boiler at 
the side of the stove into the tin wash
basin, rolled up his sleeves and began to 
wash. 

"Did john bring in enough milk?" he 
asked, drying his hands on the roller 
towel. 

"Yes," nodded her mother. 
"I'll light the gas lamp," he said, 

pushing down his sleeves and buttoning 
them. From its hook on the ceiling he 
took down the new lamp he had bought 
in Saskatoon last week when he sold the 
heifers. Annie knew how proud he was 
of it. He began to work the little pump 
that filled it with air. There was a hiSSing 
sound as he opened the valve as little 
and when he put a match to the delicate 
white gauze mantles, a sudden strong 
light filled the room, casting into 
shadow the oil lamp on the table. 

"There, now you can see better to do 
your work," he said, cupping his hand 
around the chimney of the coal-oil 
lamp and blowing out its faint flame. 

Annie knew just what he would do 
next. He would unlock the top drawer of 
the green cupboard and take from it the 
old Bible, the one that had come from 
Russia with his father. He would sit 
down on the hard chair beside the stove 
opposite her mother and begin to read 
aloud, very slowly, following along the 
lines with his brown, calloused finger, 
his voice halting sometimes over the 
difficult words but sure and strong when 
he came to a well-known passage. 
Tonight he was reading from Romans, 
"50 wird nun ein jeglicher fui' sich selbst 
Gatt Rechenschaft geben." Annie 
fought back a sudden wild urge to run
out of the room, out of the house. Some
how she must wait a little longer. Her 
hand trembled as she forced the needle 
through the heavy cloth. The deep voice 
read on and on, the only sound in the 
room save for the hiss of the lamp and 
the slow swish of the rocking chair. After 
awhile her mother's knitting dropped 
into her lap and her head nodded for-

241mennonite mirror/september 1985 

ward. Sarah slipped quietly away to bed. 
I'll wait awhile, thought Annie, until she 
is asleep. She did not want to talk to 
Sarah tonight. 

"Shouldn't you be getting off to bed 
too, Annie?" 

"I just want to finish these overalls. 
Isaac needs them tomorrow." She 
couldn't look at him as she spoke. 

Slowly the small bedtime sounds died 
away in the other room. The lamp hissed 
softly overhead and her father's voice 
droned steadily on. Her mother's 
breathing was deep and regular now. It 
was strange to see her red hands lying 
motionless in her lap, herface relaxed in 
sleep. She looked small tonight, they 
both did, sitting there by the fire, small 
and sudden Iy older. Annie felt a surge of 
tenderness toward them. Quickly she 
got up and laid the neatly folded overalls 
over the back of the chair. 

"Goodnight father." 
"Goodnight Annie. You're a good 

girl. I don't know what your mother 
would do without you." 

Annie's knees went weak but she 
managed to walk steadily across the 
kitchen. She leaned back against the 
closed bedroom door, heart pouhding. 
Why did he have to say that tonight? He 
never praised her. Maybe she should do 
as he wanted, wait a little longer, just 
until this baby was older. No, she 
couldn't. Jacob had said he would not 
wait any more. He was 23 now and had 
his own farm and he wanted a wife to 
help him. His patience had run out. 
Anyway, thought Annie, there would 
likely be another baby here next year, 
there always was. 

Gradually she became aware of the 
dim outline of Mary's small body curled 
up like a kitten in her crib. The other girls 
were asleep too. Softly she slipped over 
to her bed and, kneeling down, reached 
under it. Yes, it was still there, her bun
dle. Little by little, in stolen moments, 
she had managed to gather together 
most of her few clothes and possessions 
and tie them up in an old blanket. She 
lay down, fully clothed, on top of the 
quilt beside Sarah. It would not be much 
longer now. Jacob would already be 
waiting, she knew. She could picture 
him sitting in the buggy behind the dark 
poplar bluff, the horse standing patiently 
with its head down. Was his heart racing 
like hers was? Surely Sarah could hear it 
beating! She pressed her hand down 
hard to sti II it and lay rigid, staring at the 
slit of light under the door. 

It seemed hours before small sounds 
from the kitchen told Annie that the 
day was done; a soft scrape as the Bible 

put away in the drawer, the heavy clunk 
of the stove-lid as a last stick of wood 
was thrust into the fire. The light under 
the door faded and there was a moving 
about in the next room. A shoe dropped 
on the floor, then another, and the 
springs creaked as her father got into 
bed. Just a little longer now. Soon he 
would begin to snore. Sarah stirred and 
turned over but her eyes didn't open. 
Please God, let them all stay asleep. 
Then at last, from the other room, a soft 
snore that grew slowly deeper and 
deeper until it rose and fell evenly, 
rhythmically. 

Oh, what a wonderful sound! Annie 
felt like flying but she got up very care
fully. Slowly, a few inches at a time, 
pausing to listen, she dragged the small 
bundle out from underthebed. Hugging 
it to her, she slipped softly over to the 
door and, easing the knob, opened it a 
crack. Not a sound save for the snoring. 
A little wider. Still nothing. Swiftly, she 
opened it enough to slip through. Then, 
lightly she tip-toed across the kitchen 
and ever so gently eased the kitchen 
door. She was outside! There was a clear 
click as the door closed behind her. She 
stopped, electrified, listening. But there 
was only the rustling of poplar leaves 
and a muffled squawking from the 
chicken house as the hens shuffled 
about on their perches. A full orange 
moon hung heavy over the barn. 

Annie ran without a sound across the 
soft dust of the yard, then, clearly seeing 
the cowpath before her, darted across 
the pasture towards the woods. The 
dewy grass clung· to her skirt, prickly 
burrs stuck to her stockings, but she 
would not be held back. Then the silvery 
poplars surrounded her but even there 
the moon showed her the way. Would 
he really be there? She felt her mouth go 
dry. Maybe he had changed his mind? 
Her breath came in little gasps. Her legs 
had no feeling any more. And then, at 
the edge of the bluff she could see the 
dim shape of a horse. There he was! She 
flew across the last few yards and threw 
herself at the buggy with a sob. He 
caught her up beside him and held her 
hard. 

"Oh Annie, you came! You really 
came!" 

She lay sobbing against him. 
"Hurry jacob, let's go!" 
With one hand on the reins and one 

arm still around Annie, jacob clucked 
softly to the horse and, leaving a dark 
shadow behind them in the bright 
moonlight, the two young people drove 
off down the long road. 

mm 



same discussion. The Jewish people 

your word we~t through precisely th~ same debate 
dUring the many centuries they were 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm" without their own country and wan-
dered the world as a once-unique 

WOMEN MUSICIANS 
Enclosed please find a cheque for ... a 
two-year subscription ... 

It was with interest that I read your 
recent article on two fine, up-coming 
Winnipeg musicians, Tom Wiebe and 
Phil Ens. With all respect to these two 
talented fellows, it seems to me that 
here, as elsewhere, the Mennonite Mir
ror is more interested in the accom
plishments of male musicians than 
female ones. When will we see an arti
cle on someone like Henriette Schell
enberg, or is she totally taken for 
granted? Not only is she a rarely gifted 
singer, but as a singing-teacher she has 
had a hand with either the Tudor bowl 
or Rose bowl winners for the past 
number of years. She has had a decisive 
role in the shaping of a number of these 
young voices. 
Yours truly, 
Justina Wiens 
Winkler 

ON BEING ETHNIC 
In the June issue of Mennonite Mirror, 
Henry J. Funk of Winnipeg comments 
on my January article "On 'Being Men
nonite."' He accuses me of twisting 
ideas, claims there's no animal like an 
"ethnic Mennonite," the definition in 
Webster being "gentile, neither Chris
tian or Jewish, heathen, even. A group of 
people with common traits and cus
toms." Traits and customs, he says, are 
outward characteristics, while faith 
strictly intrinsic, asks someone to 
explain my reasoning. 

It's really not a matter of "explaining 
my reasoning" that's required here but 
rather of applying the correct definition 
relevant to the theme of the article. The 
Webster I checked immediately upon 
reading the above indicates that much of 
Mr. Funk's definition is historical back
ground of how the word came into 
being. The main definition, as used by 
most people generally, sociologists and 
government officials, reads: "relating to 
community of physical and mental traits 
possessed by the members of a group as 
a product of their common heredity and 
cultural tradition." 

I think Mr. Funk is saying that there 
are only (religious) Mennonites and not 
(ethnic) Mennonites; or, that you can 
only be the latter if you're also the for
mer. My father and I have often had the 

religious-ethnic group which began 
disintegrating. Writers and sociologists 
refer to "religious Jews" and "ethnic 
Jews" to differentiate. 

When I was born 54 years ago, I think 
it's safe to say that referring to "a Men
nonite" usually described someone 
who was both a (religious) Mennonite as 
well as (ethnic) Mennonite; that is, 
belonging to a Mennonite congregation 
as well as a distinct group which had 
kept itself relatively separate genet
ically. Today, that's simply no longer 
true because many thousands of (ethnic) 
Mennonites belong to other denomina
tions, or to none at all. However, most 
(religious) Mennonites are also still (eth
nic) Mennonites; exceptions are persons 
of other ethnic origin who joined a 
Mennonite congregation recently. To 
cite my own family as example, it's quite 
accurate to refer to my brother, Rev. Jake 
Neufeld of Whitewater Mennonite 
Church, as simply "Mennonite" as both 
terms apply equally to him. Because I 
belong to a United Church, only the 
term "ethnic Mennonite" applies. My 
sister Betty Engbrecht of Steinbach is a 
Mennonite whereas my sisters Anne 
Unrau of Souris, Sarah Shail of Lorette 
and Jo Nicol of Winnipeg are ethnic 
Mennonites. 

Finally, "defending my status fiercely 
as an ethnic Mennonite," Mr. Funk, is 
neither here nor there. It's more a matter 
of accepting it, even "being stuck with 
it," because there's nothing on earth 
which can alter the fact. I'm afraid we're 
both stuck with being members of the 
same ethnic group whether we like it or 
not. Be of good cheer for there is hope! 
My four grandchildren to date are only 
half ethnic Mennonite, the other half for 
two of them being Anglo-Saxon, one 
Polish-Ukrainian and one Japanese. 
Perhaps, before very long, your descen
dants won't need to suffer the shame 
and indignity of sharing an ethnic group 
with mine as you currently are with me. 

Dr. Peter Lorenz Neufeld, 
Minnedosa 

ON ARTISTIC 
MENNONITES 
From time to time I hear editorial grum
blings about the reluctance of serious 
young writers to publish in Mennonite 
magazines. Judging by the way you 
have treated my poems in the June issue 

of the Mirror, I am neither surprised nor 
sympathetic. 

Please note the following corrections: 
My poems were both untitled. The first 
poem, "my mother found herself," was 
written with 1-1/2 spaces between the 
lines. The second, "legs astride," had a 
full double space between each stanza. 

In response to Ruth Vogt's editorial on 
"The Missing Mennonites and the Lost 
Talents," let me suggest, as an artist 
working from that in-between-place 
which is neither inside the church nor 
entirely out of it, that an example of 
"constructive and positive criticism" 
about the Missing Mennonite Cabaret 
would have been a thousand times more 
helpful than yet another sermon about 
the need for it. Secondly, Vogt's appeal 
to "love and forgiveness" for the "art
istic 'missing' Mennonites" suggests 
greater condescension on the part of the 
church than I, for one, am willing to 
admit. What should artists be forgiven 
for? 

It is almost impossible to maintain 
artistic integrity within the Mennonite 
community given its dictatorial attitude 
as a community. The Mennonite Mirror, 
which prides itself on featuring the arts, 
should be setting an example in allow
ing artists both freedom and respect. 
Sincerely, 
Di Brandt, 
Winnipeg 

END ETHNICITY 
I have been receiving the "Mennonite 
Mirror" for some time, although I have 
never subscribed to it, nor do I know 
why it is being sent. 

While I have the utmost respect for 
the Mennonite people, some of whom 
number among my special friends, I do 
not support the ethnic trend. This is 
Canada, and the sooner we can meld 
together as a nation the sooner we wi II 
have a national identity. 

As it stands we are being torn apart by 
little groups of French, German, Chi
nese, Portuguese, Italian, and so on. In 
Ontario we are being further separated 
educationally by French schools, and 
now on a religious basis by Roman 
Catholic schools. This gives me great 
concern. What chance is there for us to· 
become one nation if this trend con
tinues? 

It is understandable that people emi
grating from another country have 
strong feelings about their origins. 
However, most ofthem fare very well in 
Canada with freedom of religion, 
expression, and lifestyle as well as 
improving their economic situation. 
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Facing 
the Furies 
A comment by Harry Loewen 

Readers of the Mennonite Mirror know 
Ingrid Rimland as the author of The 
Wanderers: The Saga of Three Women 
Who Survived. In that novel, which won 
the author an award, Rimland tells the 
story of a Mennonite grandmother, 
mother and daughter who left Russia 
during World War II for Germany and 
then for Paraguay. 

Now Rimland has published The 
Furies and the Flame, "a true story," in 
which she' tells the tragic tale (with a 
happy ending) of her handicapped son 
and her own coming to terms with her 
Mennonite background,adversity, and 
a new life in North America. 

On the dust cover we read about 
Ingrid Rimland: "Her people [the Men
nonites] said rebellion was her weapon 
and vanity her stride. She lost her family, 
her friends, her marriage, her youth. But 
she rescued her pride, her intellect, her 
talent, her child. Hers was a monu
mental struggle that ended in a pyrrhic 
victory. She triumphed over odds, from 
within and from without, most parents 
never know exist. II 

In some ways the author is both angry 
and bitter. However, the story is also 
filled with compassion for her child and 
by extension for suffering people every
where. There is also an intense love of 
life and individual freedom. No reader 
will remain neutral or indifferent to the 
issues dealt with in this book. 

Ingrid Rimland, The Furies and the 
Flame. A true story (Novato, California: 
Arena Press, 1984). Hardcover, 218 
pages, $15 U.S. 

more Letter 

Canada has been a generous, kindly, 
andwilling benefactor to its immigrants. 
Surely they can reciprocate by fostering 
Canadian ism rather than perpetuating 
their ethnic origins. 

Since I am opposed to separating 
people by their national origins, and 
since I do not read German, nor am I 
German there seems little point in 
receiving this publication. Therefore it 
would be beneficial to us both if it were 
discontinued. 
Yours sincerely, 
Dorothy Newman 
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More 
Quilt 
Books 
Reviewed by Kerstin Roger 

Continuing a series of three other quilt 
books are the Amish Crib Quilts and the 
Mennonite Quilt Book. Each of these 
books presents its own unique way of 
making quilts and should therefore be 
discussed separately. 

The earthy colors of the Amish Crib 
Quilts are as warm and beckoning as the 
world of the Amish, which is portrayed 
through the photographs and the little 
excerpts written by children. Here 
watching Dalias, or putting a meal into a 
microwave is not as common as are the 
horses and buggies, kerchiefs and col
orful frocks. The Amish do not even 
allow electricity, and this kind of tech
nological innocence is attractive when 
you come from a world so dependent on 
machines .. 

The qu i Its are called cri b qu i Its mai n Iy 
because they are used for children and 
infants, but the patterns, though mini..;. 
aturized, are very similar to those of the 
adult quilts. Because the women's role 
is one that is generally occupied with 
temporary work, the lasting quality of 
the quilts give them a great sense of 
pleasure and satisfaction. The quilts are 
a reason to come together and talk, a 
way to express their creativity, and a 
way to demonstrate their skill at stitch
ing in the intricate patterns. One can 
imagine the many thoughts that, stitch 
by stitch, go into the character of each 
quilt; each one mirroring so much feel
ing. 

After a short introduction the book is 
divided into four sections - the four 
seasons. To each there is a story written 
by a child describing perhaps the fresh 
peas just picked from the first crop or the 
excitement of a new teacher in their 
one-room school house. These excerpts 
are like a window, through which we 
can see the traditions and ideas begin
ning to make sense in the minds of the 
young. For example, a little girl was 
given a penny to buy herself some 
candy. Havi ng eaten the brand new ki nd 
which she had never tried before, she 
decided that perhaps the old kind tasted 
better after all. Or, a young lad wonders 

how the men tell which hat is theirs on 
the hat rack. Looking forward to an 
active part in the community as an adult, 
one thirteen-year-old says that he 
wants "a good wife and some children 
trailing behind me," and that his home 
would not be complete without a "a real 
hog farm." 

The Mennonite Quilt Book is of 
course much more familiar, with its 
Mennonite quilts and photographs of 
Mennonite people. It is interesting to 
discover the difference between the 
Amish crib quilts and the Mennonite 
quilts. The latter seem to use a greater 
variety of color and pattern of stitching 
- something that may come from the 
cultural diversity or the greater influ
ence of the world. The Amish do not 
have ornaments, peacocks or paisley; 
but their quilts reflect a greater confor
mity in their deep blue hues and rich 
reds and the simpler stitching patterns. 

Interestingly enough, the patterns on 
, the quilts, though not unique to the 
Amish, find their origin in Pennsylvania 
where the Amish have settled. The pat
terns are often named by their shapes
diamond or star - but some of them 
portray an abstract image, such as 
"ocean waves" or "stairway to 
heaven." Although the variety in the 
Mennonite quilts is greater, there is 

. something appealing about the Amish 
simplicity. All of these quilts, whether 
Amish or Mennonite, are interesting to 
look at for those who do and those who 
do not know the hooks and difficulties of 
quilting. 

Each ofthese is not just a quilt, as Judy 
Schroeder Tomlonson, author of Men
nonite Quilts, tells us. Many precious 
memories are hidden in each piece of 
fabric and each pattern, especially those 
memories of the hands that worked for 
endless hours with thimble and needle. 
These stories are laced between' pho-

. tographs and a detailed history of the 
Mennonites and the Amish settlers and 
how the quilts began to warm their feet 
on those cold winter nights, as they still 
do today. 

These two books present a clear pic
ture of the lifestyle of the Amish and 
Mennonites with their fascinating col
lection of quilts and stories. The quilts 
radiate with vibrant colors and make 
either collection unique and enjoyable. 

Rachel and Kenneth Pellman, Amish 
Crib Quilts (Good Books, 1985), $15.95 
U.s. 
judy Schroeder Tomlonson, Mennonite 
Quilts and Pieces (Good Books, 1985), 
$15.95 U.S. . 



Jasch Bua at Pioneer Days. 

Abend 
Arnold Dyck's beloved "Koop enn 

Bua" stories are now being edited by AI 
Reimer for the new four-volume edition 
of Dyck's collected works to be pub
lished by the Manitoba Mennonite His
torical Society. The first volume, 
Ver/oren in der Steppe, edited By Victor 
Doerksen and Harry Loewen, is now 
available at Mennonite book stores and 
from the Mennonite Book Club. Dyck's 
Koop enn Bua opp Reise, volume /I in 
the edition, will be available in 1986. 

. Beginning with this issue, the MM offers 
readers a sampling of the rich stores of 
humor, satire and shrewdly observed 
Mennonite characters and life experi
ences as brought alive in Arnold Dyck's 
inimitable literary imagination. (Note: 
Any resemblance between thejasch Bua 
above and the dignified editor of this 
magazine is more than coincidental- it 
is preposterous!) 

Bua beleat Koop, woo hee sijch bename 
mott, wann hee bie framde Lied "nenn
tjemmt. 

(Tows sitzt rauchend und gelegent
lich ausspuckend auf seinem Platz und 
schaut si n nend [traumend?] d u rchs 
Fenster in die herbstliche Abenddam
merung. Plotzlich huscht ein Schatten 
am Fenster vorbei, die Tur fliegt 
krachend auf, und herein sWrzt.) 

Buhr: (ganz ausser Atem, ruft) Teews, 
best du hia? Ess Teews hia? (Sieht ihn) 
Teews, komm schwind 'n bat haa, oba 
schwind! Kjitj! Kjitj! 

(Doch ehe der etwas langsam 
reagierende Tows die Tur erreicht hat, 
verfinstert sich plotzlich das Fenster: ein 
lautes Motorburren, Angstrufe: "Ho! 
Ho!," ein Krachen, Fensterglas spl ittert 
und herein durch das Fenster schiesst 
etwas Grosses, Unformiges, den untren 
Fensterrahmen mit sich reissend und 
landet aud den unter dem Fenster ste
henden Sacken mit Futterschrot. Dann 
lautlose Stille. Aile sind einen Moment 
wie gelahmt. Ais aber der sonderbare 
Gegenstand sich aufrichtet, bricht Buhr 
in ein fUrchterliches Lachen aus.) 

Buhr: Wellkom hia, Koop! (zu Tows 
gewendet, vorstellend, feierlich) Ditt ess 
Mister lesaak Schemmelkoop, foat fonn 
fonndoag tsemorjens siene eajne Koa. 
Soon Kolla haffa oba nijch emma omm. 
(Nimmt Koop, denn dieser ist es, den 
Fensterrahmen ab, lasst sich dann auf 
die Sacke fallen und lacht, lacht, dass 
einem angst werden konnte, wenn's 
nicht grade Buhr ware.) 

Tows: (nachdem er erst begriffen, was 
hier vor sich gegangen ist, hilft Koop 
sich vollends auf die Beine zu stellen 
und drilckt ihn dann auf einen Kasten 
nieder) Mensch, waut hast du faa? 

Koop: (ist weiss wie die Wand, 
scheint noch nicht zu verstehen, was 
ihm widerfahren ist, ruft plotzlich laut) 
Ho! hoi hoi (scheinbar einen Gedanken 
beendend, der durch den Fenstersprung 
unterbrochen wurde). 

Buhr: (iasst eine neue Lachsalve los). 
Tows: (reicht Koop ein Glas Wasser, 

nimmt ihm die Mutze ab, schaut ihm ins 
Gesicht, augenscheinlich nach Verletz
ungen suchend, die er aber nicht zu 
finden scheint). 

Koop: (hat inzwischen sein voiles 
Bewusstsein wieder erlangt, spring auf) 
Miene Koa! (Eilt, noch etwas schwan
kend,zurTurhinau0. 

Buhrund Tows: (folgen ihm). 
Tows: (draussen) Wams Koa ess daut? 
Buhr: (iacht) Wams? Koop siene! 
Tows: Ess daut soo? 
Koop: (Die Antwort ist nicht zu horen, 

nicht aber wohL) 
Tows: Enn waa stiad? 
Buhr: (iacht) Koop selwst. (Dann kurz 

entschlossen) Oba nu packt ju beid 
'nenn. Koop schockelt je noch gauns. 
Enn etj woa doch mol seene waut dam 
wille Beest jeworde ess; fleijcht kaun etj 

. et wada emm Gang brinje. 
Tows und Koop: (kommen herein, 

Koop noch immer verstort, schweigt). 
Tows: (sich wieder setzend) Sat die 

mau dol, Koop, enn saj mie doch mol, 
woo enn aula Welt kjemst du too dee 
Koa? . 

Koop: Etj hab dee jekoft. 
Tows: Jekoft! Wanea? 
Koop: Jistre. 
Tows: Jistre! Wanea hast du dann 

foare jeleat? 
Koop: Fonndoag fermeddach. 
Tows: Enn nu festeist du daut aul? Soo 

schwind jeit daut? 
Koop: jo, too foare festo etj aul, 

oba . . . 
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lows: (wartet, dann) Waut oba? 
Koop: Etj festo opp 'ne framde Stad 

mau nijch stell too hoole. 
Tows: Enn tus festeist et? 
Koop:jo. 
Tows: Woo kjemt dann daut? Woo 

deist du daut tus? 
Koop: Na, etj hab je doa tus opp'em 

Hoff eenen grooten Klompe Grewel ... 
(schwei ght). 

Tows: (schmunzelt) Enn doa foascht 
du dann 'nenn, wann du stell hoole 
wellst, nijch? , 

Koop: jo, enn dann steit dee Koa 
emma fein stell, enn dee Inschen uck. 

Tows: Enn woo fungst du daut ut, mett 
dam soo Stellhoole? 

Koop: Na, aus etj foare lead, enn noch 
nijch too wenje festunt,prald etj mett 
eenmol enn den Grewelklompe, enn 
doabie fung etj daut dann ut. 

Tows: (tut einen langen lug aus 
seiner Pfeife) 500, soo woat daut 
jemoakt. Enn hia dochstdu, du wurscht 
aun'e Waund foare, enn dann wurd aul 
aules stell stone? 

Koop: Na, etj wull nijch aun'e 
Waund, etj wull mank dee Kaustes enn 
Tonne opp enj Hus foare enn troff doa 
mau nijch han. 

Tows: Wuaromm jajchst du dann oba 
soo, wann du aul sittst, daut et nijch 
doahan jeit, wua du han wei 1st? 

Koop: Etj wull je uck nijch joage, aus 
etj sach, wua daut hanjinj, wull etj 
schwind dan Gess aufstale, hab doch 
woll oba dan Schwenjel aun staut no 
unje - no bowe jerate, weens dee Koa 
hold mett eenmol aun, enn ... 

Buhr: (erscheint in der TOr, hat das 
Letzte augenscheinlich gehort, unter
bricht) ... enn donn wist du nuscht 
jescheidaret too doone, aus daut Stia 
tridjtooriete aus 'ne Lien, enn ho, ho too 
beltje, he? (lacht). Na, Koop, du best ella 
aus etj, oba nu mott etj die doch Jon bat 
beleare: hia bie ons ess daut 500 Mood, 
wann du wua bie Lied 'nenn wellst, 
dann jeist du derjch'e Dae, enn nijch 
derjch'em Fensta, enn dann sajchst du 
uck nijch Ho-ho, wan du 'nenntjemst, 
du sajchst dann schmock Goondach, 
festeist? Dee Mets kaunst opphoole. 

Koop: (argert sich, schweigt aber). 
Buhr: (wendet sich an Tows) Enn 

dann sajcht'a emma, daut Onnjletj ess 
am opp'e Hacke enn well am Beentje 
stale. Oba daut billst du die mau bloos 
enn, Koop. Du mottst eascht 'mol 
jescheit Onnjletj habe, eea du enn
woascht, waut fe onnfeschamdetjletj du 
hast. 

, Koop: (schaut Buhr verstandnislos an) 
Waut meenst du? 

Buhr: Na kjitj doch mol: een aundra 
Mensch haud sijch bie soo'ne Heista-
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koppscheetarie dootjeschloagei du 
trafst schmock enn't Fensta 'nenn enn 
kjemst weatj opp'e Satj too lidje, aus 
wann du dien Lawdach nuscht aundat 
jedone hast, aus derjch Fenstasch 
hupse. Enn dann diene Koa, dee ess uck 
nuscht jewo~de. Awajens soon Ford, 
wann dee eascht soon patrialeschet Ella 
erreatjt haft - etj meen 500 saje se daut 
doch, Teews, nijch? - aulsoo 500 oolt 
ess aus diene, dann ess daa aul aules 
passeat, waut ar passeare kaun. Auf aa 
eena mea ooda weinja awr'em Radiata 
hupst, ess ar gauns worscht. Na, Koop, 
rad mie nijch mea fonn Nijch-jletj habe. 
Enn nu saj mie mol, waut hast du fe dee 
oole Liess jetolt? 

Koop: (ist sichtlich aufgelebt, nach
dem er vernommen hat, dass seiner Car 
nicht viel geworden ist) Enn du meenst, 
jasch, etj bruck se' nijch no di' Garage 
brinje toom repare? 

Buhr: Doa ess nuscht too repare, dee 
Bompasch senn 'en batfeboageenn dee 
Fendasch uck, oba daut jeheat je too 'ne 
seckenhend Koa. Oba nu saj mie mol, 
waut du fe dan Derjchsata jejaft hast? 

Koop: (etwas unsicher) Sawentian 
Dola enn fefitjch Tsent. Ess daut too fal? 

Buhr: (erstaunt) Sawentianfeftijch! 
Na, jewess nijch, daut's nijch too fal, 
dauts billijch fe 'ne Koa mett aule fea 

poet's word 

Rada enn Inschen. Oba wea dee one 
Windschield? 

Koop: Na, oba se' sade enn'e Garage, 
daut jintj uck doarone, wann't senne 
must, enn donn leet etj et 1005 nasme, 
sest sull se achtien Dola koste. 

Buhr: Na, wi'st du dann donn aul, daut 
du faare, 'riHsprinje wurscht? Oba saj 
mie bloos daut, woo hast du die 500 
loosjelote, 'ne Koa too kjeepe? Mensch, 
du woascht leijchtsennijch. Nu best du 
opp'em Wajch een Rommdriewa too 
woare. 500 fung daut bie mie uck aun. 
Daut fung uck mett'e Koa aun. 

Tows: Et ess Tiet no Hus too gone. Etj 
jleew, jasch, du sullst mett Koop mett
foare, enn am 'n bat tooschetj halpe 
mett'm Foare. 

Buhr: Well, mienswaaje, Koop, awa
jens hab etj, wann du daut Stellhoole 
nijcht boold utleascht, eenen aundren 
Rot fe die. 

Koop:Na? 
Buhr: (ernst) Du sullst, wann du mett 

dee Koa wajchfoare wellst, emma 
dienen Schemmel hinje aunbinje, daut 
wurd sijch dann jaajesiedijch 'n bat 
Othalpe: een Neckscha enn een Otsata. 

(Koops Antwort ist nicht zu horen. 
Nach kurzer leit vernimmt man kraft
iges Motorburren, das sich allmahlich in 
der Ferne veri iert.) mm 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

Marian makes lists of all the things she doesnt 
want to forget what groceries to buy chores to be 
done by the end of the week peoples birthdays so 
she can send them cards from the Regal collection 
with the cute kittens on the box the cost of nails 
hammer paintbrushes turpentine scrapers wallpaper 
for the spare bedroom so she can keep track me i 
carry around this list of things i cant forgive 
the time my mother made me stand in the corner by 
the basement steps & my cousin Joyce came over & 
i had to pretend i was so engrossed in Readers 
Digest i wasnt the slightest bit interested in' 
going bike riding with her & the sun shining first 
time in a week or the time my sister got sucked 
into raising her hand at evangelical meeting & she 
had to get counselling from the deacon behind the 
coat rack after church or my brother pulling the 
wings off sparrows & swinging the cat by its tail 
just to make us scream & my mother always thinking 
he was a saint & my dad grotesquely cheerful after 
milking barging into the room with his grin & good 
morning & we with our awkward limbs only half dressed 
oh yes like Marian i remember my family i tally up 
prices i keep track 

- by Di Brandt 



ArnoldDyck 
und andere autoren 
In diesen Tagen ist der erste Band der 
Werke Arnold Dycks erschienen. Der 
bebilderte und leicht lesbare Band ist 
uber 500 Seiten stark und enthalt den 
Roman, Verloren in der Steppe, sowie 
eine bisher ungedruckte autobio
graphische Skizze, Aus meinem Leben. 
(Das Buch kann beim Mennonite Book 
Club bestellt werden.) In Verbindung 
mit diesem Ereignis soil an der Univer
sity of Winnipeg im Oktober ein Arnold 
Dyck Symposium stattfinden, das die 
Werke dieses wichtigen Autors vor
stellen und besprechen wird. 

Arnold Dyck gehort einer Generation 
an, die in Kanada Pionierarbeit geleistet 
hat, nicht nur geistig sondern physisch. 
Erstaunlich ist, dass es aus dieser 
schweren Zeit - die zwanziger und 
dreissiger jahre - so viel schrift
stellerische Tatigkeit gibt. Wie sind 
diese Leute, ob sie nun Dyck heissen 
oder Gerhard Friesen, Gerhard Loewen, 
jacob janzen, Peter Klassen oder sonst
wie, wie sind sie dazu gekommen, 
sogenannte 'schone Literatur' zu 
schreiben, Gedichte, Erzahlungen, 
Dramen usw? 1st es vielleicht cfoch so, 
dass solch eine Literatur nicht Luxus 
sondern auch eine Notwendigkeit 
darstellt? 

Wenn man nun diese Literatur liest, 
merkt man bald, dass das kein blosser 
Zeitvertreib ist, sondern eine ernste 
Auseinandersetzung mit dem erlebten 
Leben. Hier schlagt sich letztenendes 
das eigene Selbstverstandnis nieder. 
Und deshalb sind diese Texte auch fUr 
uns, fUr die Nachwelt, so wichtig. 

Ein verwandtes Projekt, das die Liter
atur dieser deutschen mennonitischen 
Schriftsteller sammeln will, hat neuer
dings von der Regierung UnterstOtzung 
bekommen. Es 5011 eine Kartei erstellt 
werden, die Namen und Titel aus dieser 
deutsch - kanadisch - mennonitischen 
Literatur auffuhren wird. Auch die Texte 
selbst, Bucher, BUchlein, Blatter, sollen 
gesammelt werden. Wenn unter 
unseren Lesern solche sein sollten, die 
entweder seiber solche Texte besitzen 
oder wissen, wo sie zu finden waren, 
sollten sie sich entweder an Harry 
Loewen (Mennonite Chair, University 
of Winnipeg) oder Victor Doerksen 

(German Department, University of 
Manitoba) wenden. 

Auch ein mennonitischer Schrift
steller dieser genannten Generation, 
johannes Harder, hat diesen Sommer 
Manitoba zum dritten Mal besucht. Bei 
einem Treffen seiner Freunde wurden er 
und seine Frau mit den folgenden Wor
ten Harry Loewens begrusst: 

II" •• johannes Harder hat immer 
wieder gesagt, dass er mit der Milch 
einer russischen Mutter genahrt wurde. 
1m ubertragenen Sinne ist das wohl so. 
Seine Liebe fUr Russland, russische Lit
eratur und Geschichte, und fUr das Rus
sland-Mennonitentum ist uns allen 
bekannt. In einem gewissen Sinne ver
korpert er den Teil des russischen Men
nonitentums, der radikal-christlich ge
blieben ist. 

Ich betone hier das radikale Men
nonitentum. Viele Mennoniten haben 
sich dem Zeitgeist angepasst und das 
Radikale im Sinne von Ursprunglichkeit 
verloren. Doch radikale Mennoniten 
wie johannes Harder vermogen es, die 
Glut der ,,fast erloschenen Erinnerung" 
wieder zum Spruhen zu bringen. Man
che der modernen Mennoniten haben 
es vergessen, wo sie herkommen, was 
sie sind oder, besser, waren, und was ihr 
Missions- und Lebenszweck sein sollte 
und konnte. Harder ist das Gewissen, 
das nicht nur seine Glaubensgenossen 
sondern auch seine Mitmenschen an 
Werte erinnert, ohne die menschliche 
Gesellschaft und Welt kaum eine sinn
volle Zukunft haben kann. 

Harder ist ein Mann des Worts, der 
Sprache - ob gesprochen oder ge
schrieben. Niemand versteht es besser 
als er dass die Sprache gebunden, 
gefangen und im Exil leben kann. Fur 
die Mennoniten ist diese geschichtliche 
Tatsache allzu bekannt. In den Nieder
landen sprachen sie - jedenfalls die aus 
dem Suden - Oberdeutsch. In Preussen 
sprachen sie lange Zeit Hollandisch. In 
Russland sprachen sie Hoch- und Platt
deutsch. Und hier in Kanada sprechen 
sie mehrere Sprachen. 

Doch eine Sprache kann auch im 
"Exil der Schrift" leben. Mit einer 
Bibelsprache besonderer Pragung und 
unbiblisch verstanden kann man weh 
tun, ausschliessen, meiden, "zuch-

tigen" und selbst tOten. Davon ist 
Patrick Friesens "The Shunning" ein 
gutes Beispiel. Und heute sehen wir 
auch wie eine pietistisch gepragte 
Sprache und Denkweise - besonders 
hier in Kanada - den Mennoniten ihr 
Erbgut und Mennonitentum rauben 
wollen. 

johannes Harders Sprache ist kernig, 
direkt, bildhaft, prophetisch und mit
unter aufwuhlend. Seine Sprache 
scheint in keinem Exil zu leben. Sie ist 
frei und unabhangig von den vie len 
Klischees unserer Zeit, Klischees, die 
Menschen und ganze Gesellschaften 
verdummen und narkotisieren. Wir, die 
wir auch unseren Teil beitragen moch
ten, haben viel von Harders Wort und 
Sprache lernen konnen. Und heute, wo 
johannes, der alte Meister des Worts 
wieder zu uns gekommen ist, fUhlen wir 
wie der Dichter Rilke in seinem "Stun
denbuch": "Werkleute sind wir: Knap
pen, junger, Meister / bauen dich, du 
hohes Mittelshiff. / Und manchmal 
kommt ein ernster Hergereister, / geht 
wie ein Glanz durch unsre hundert 
Geister / und zeigt uns zitternd einen 
neuen Griff." mm 

• revIew 
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Alles Gehort 
Allen 
Alles Gehort Allen, Oas Experiment 
Gutergemeinschaft vom 16 Jahrhundert 
bis heute. Herausgegeben von Hans
jUrgen Goertz; C. H. Beck Verlag, 1984. 

Man denkt in diesem Zusammenhang 
vielleicht zuerst an die Hutterer und an 
das Buch von Victor Peters, All Things 
Common. Aber man sieht bald, wenn 
man dieses Buch in die Hand nimmt, 
dass es viele Spielarten solcher Gedan
kengange gegeben hat. Neun Aufsatze 
uber utopische Gemeinschaftsversuche 
sind von dem Hamburger Tauferfor
scher Hans-jurgen Goertz gesammelt 
worden. Sie behandeln Gruppen wie 
die Taufer, die Digger, Duchoborzen 
und andere. Unter den Autoren findet 
man bekannte Namen wie james Stayer, 
Klaus Deppermann und johannes 
Harder, der das harte Schicksal der 
Duchoborzen beschreibt. 

Das Buch ist fUr den interessierten 
Laien geschriebenund sollte auch in 
Nordamerika zuganglich gemacht wer
den, denn es beschreibt mehrere 
"Experimente" die in der "neuen Welt" 
probiert wurden. 
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Looking back, looki'ng ahead, 
year 15 begins with this issue 

You are reading the 141st edition of the Mennonite Mirror, 
and as the first number of volume 15 this edition marks the 
beginning of our 15th year of publishing. O~e article in our 
first edition, volume 1, number 1, asked the question: 
"Another Mennonite Magazine?" In it we explained that the 
MM was not intended to be "j ust another" Mennonite maga
zine. By and large, we have fulfilled this objective in that we 
have tried to' deal broadly with the Mennonite experience, 

. regardless of whether it arises from our faith or from what is 
called our ethnic identity. 

In that first edition we explained that the Mirror would 
focus on the Mennonite community of Manitoba! in contrast 
to other Mennonite publications that have a national or 
denominational focus. Given that there are probably more 
Mennonites in Manitoba than any other geographic location, 
that is, and continues to be, a worthwhile focus. At the same 
time, however, there is a "peripheral vision" to our focus in 
that we do look at Mennonites and Mennonite life in other 
places. 

We also pledged ourselves to be a magazine that "in 
keeping with the Anabaptist-Mennonite stress on broth
erhood, can make us re-acquainted with each other and with 
the institutions we have created." Stated another way, we 
have tried to examine those things that support a sense of 
community, and that affect us as a community. 

An issue that the editors have discussed in meetings, as 
well as on these pages, is the question of "who is a Men
nonite?" The answer generally takes one of two directions: A 
Mennonite is someone who joins a Mennonite church on a 
confession of faith, and therefore becoming Mennonite is a 
religious decision. The other direction for an answer looks at 
the ethnic experience of the Mennonites, and one is a Men
nonite by virtue of having been born and raised in a Men
nonite environment. 

It is a little frustrating to return to this question every year 
or so, because it is clear that in Manitoba there are aspects 
of being Mennonite that encompass both faith and ethnicity. 
So that whether we claim our Mennonite identity on the basis 
of a confession of faith, or an upbringing in a Mennonite 
community, or both, we should be appropriately proud of our 
heritage - and be prepared to identify with the larger Men
nonite communitY. 

If, for example, we claim to be Mennonite on the basis of a 
confession of faith, we stand in a Christian tradition that 
stretches back several hundred years. Being a Mennonite 
Christian is to be part of a truly "protestant" tradition that 
nettled not only the Catholic authorities of the day but also 
other non-Catholic churches. In our own time Mennonite 
theologians and ministers continue to present us with 
approaches to the Christian life that are as radical as those of 
our forefathers. 
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If we claim to be Mennonite because we were raised in a 
Mennonite community we can be pleased with the nature of 
our contribution to society as an ethnic group. Years ago this 
writer found a book on this province called Manitoba that 
acknowledged the Mennonites by giving them credit for 
teaching the established Manitobans how to farm on dry land. 
An amazing acknowledgement, because it was made a long 
time before it was "fashionable" to recognize the contribu
tions of the non-British and non-French settlers. Since then 
our contributions have extended far beyond agriculture, and 
we should be pleased that our endeavors as individuals can 
also be seen as contributions to our Mennonite community 
and a contribution from the Mennonite community. 

On the other hand, the re-examination of the question 
"what is a Mennonite?" ensures that the defining criteria are 
not cast in stone, never to be altered. This allows us to bring in 
new members who have not shared our ethnic experience 
and who do not carry the traditional "Mennonite names." It 
allows us to adapt the concept of "being Mennonite" to the 
unique requirements of the age we live in. 

For us at the Mirror it is not so important how you came to 
be a part of the Mennonite community as it is to be willing to 
be recognized as a part of it. With this comes a realization that 
there is a Mennonite community that is as dynamic as any 
other ethnic or religious community in this country. 

The church papers do an admirable job of keeping us in 
touch with the affairs and beliefs of our conferences. The' 
Mennonite Mirror, while it does not ignore the religious 
dimension of the Mennonite experience, differs from the 
church papers in that it tries to describe and examine those 
things that are, orshould be, of interest to all of us regardless of 
our church affiliation. 

There is a lot of energy within the Mennonite community. 
We try to describe it in our pages by writing about the people 
who give birth to and nurture ideas and projects. We tap into 
this energy by providing a forum to express ideas and experi
ences in prose and poetry. The writers, artists, and scholars are 
not the only ones with ideas, those among us who chose 
careers in business and the professions, are equally infused 
with creative energy and as concerned with the ethical 
dimension of their enterprises as the "thinkers." Their con
cerns are subjects of our articles as well. 

In other words, there is a rich field to explore within the 
boundaries of what it means to be Mennonite. The range and 
scope of these endeavors is limited only by the imaginations 
of the people within. The objective of the Mirror is to expose 
you to the varied people and places that make up our com
munity and give it its energy and identity. 

The next time you find yourself reflecting on what it means 
to be Mennonite, we want you to find yourself looking in the 
Mirror. 

-elu 



Boys parachute jean with zippered pockets. 

$16.99 
Boys cargo jean with bellow pockets in front 
and on side of leg. $19.99 

Back To School 
Shop Factory Direct 

and Save On Everyday Low Prices. 

Store Hours: 
Mon.·Thurs. 9·6 pm, Friday 9·9 pm 

Saturday 9-5 pm 
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Sizes 7-16 

Girls medium stonewash - 4 pocket - slim fit jean. 

$16.99 
Girls light blue stonewash - snap flap pocketed 
jean. $19.99 

~ FACfORY tashions 
.." 

Now Located At: 
1 36 Market at Rorie (Across from Athlete's Wear) 

Moved from 167 Bannatyne 

Telephone 943-4280 
129 Isabel at William (Next to Pic-A-Pop) 

Moved from 667 Notre Dame 

Telephone 947-1737 
116 Regent Avenue West, Transcona 

Telephone 222-8035 
307 Manitoba Avenue, Selkirk 

Telephone 482-759 1 
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Dedicated to excellence 
Milton Schellenberg has one of the 

most demanding jobs in the printing 
process. Stripping negatives, especially for 
colour, is one of the most skilled positions 
at Friesen's. Before a plate can be made 
for your printing job, negatives must be 
meticulously stripped into large masking 
sheets. Strippers work by thousands of 
an inch, not quarters or halves. Milton 
sees to it that only the best work goes out. 

D. W. Friesen & Sons Ltd . is 
comprised of Friesen Printers, Friesen 
Wholesale Stationers, Friesen Yearbooks, 
Friesen Packaging, Friesen Business 
Machines and the Red River Valley Echo. 
Our head office is located in Altona, 
Manitoba and we have sales offices in 
Victoria, Vancouver, Kelowna, Calgary, 
Edmonton, Regina, Saskatoon, Winnipeg, 
Toronto, and the Maritimes. 

(e DWFriesen & Sons Ud. 
"Where people make the difference" 


