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(5;) ForeWord 
"0 vercoming obstacles" could well be the title of the two stories which begin 
this issue. 

Wanda Koop has achieved a name for herself in Canada as an artist; in 
following her strong inner creative urge she has had to face the misunderstanding of 
community and friends, and also a lack of financial security. In her article, Lora 
Sawatsky gives us a sensitive portrayal of a warm yet determined young woman 
whose work demands our thoughtful respect. The cover picture shows Wanda at 
work on the shores of Lake Superior. All the pictures of Wanda and her work are by 
her husband, Winnipeg artist photographer William Eakin. 

AI Reimer, who has translated two novels of Russian Mennonite history, was 
delighted to meet "Liesje", who has survived the very camps about which AI wrote 
in "No Strangers in Exile". By surviving, AI writes, "She has wrought a kind of 
miracle". After reading her story, everyone will want to meet this marvellous 92-
year-old lady. 

Another theme of this issue is the changing role of women in our society. Mavis 
Reimer interviewed a number of women to see how they have coped with the 
conflicting demands of career and family. Most of us have to face these questions 
nowadays: whether we are single, married or have sons or daughters who must 
make choices in this regard. 

Mary Enns, in the Personal Word article on Marlene Neustaedter, presents a 
person who has successfully combined a career with raising a family. Many of us 
remember Marlene's fine work as coordinator of the Arts Symposium last year. As 
director of operations for the Manitoba Arts Council, Marlene has participated in 
the development of a vital part of Manitoba's cultural life. 

Most of our readers were involved in some way in giving support to the "Boat 
People" over the past few years. All will enjoy reading Hilda Matsuo's article about 
the kindly pastor, Francis Tung, who has cared for the needs of the new immigrants, 
and has been a valuable liaison between Canadians and recent immigrants. 

Heidi Harms, who works as an editorial assistant for "Der Bote", has written 
an insightful analysis of "Night Travellers", a book of short stories by Winnipeg 
writer Sandra Birdsell. Vic Doerksen reviews "The Name of the Rose", a book 
which he feels is "must" reading for booklovers. 

Betty Dyck, a Winnipeg writer who has contributed frequently to the Mirror, 
and is the author of several books, has contributed some sensitive poetry to this 
issue. 

For those readers who enjoy our High and Low German selections, there is 
material in both these languages. 

Ruth Vogt wishes to thank Susan Froese of the Charleswood Mennonite 
Church for sharing her thoughts on the issue of women in the church, which is 
discussed in this month's Our Word. 

The Cover: Wanda Koop and her work are featured in an article this month and the 
cover is a 1979 photograph of her at work on the shores of Lake Superior; the 
photograph is by William Eakin. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION MAY BE DUE 
The Mennonite Mirror depends on paid-up subscriptions for support. At the 
same time, it has decided because of rising postal charges to not send notices 
of subscriptions due. This will be your reminder. 

Please check the expiry date of your address label. The number Indicates 
year and month of expiry. For example 8303 means your subscription expired 
March 1983. The number 9912 indicates that you are a pensioner and 
therefore there is no charge. The absence of any figure means you have never 
paid. Names of those who do not pay will be deleted. 

Subscriptions cost $8.50 for one year, $15 for two years; send your address 
label along with a cheque payable to Mennonite Mirror, 203-818 Portage 
Avenue, Winnipeg, R3G ON4. 
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SAFETY AND HEALTH ON THE JOB. 
THINK ABOUT IT. 

WORKPLACE SAFETY AND HEALTH AFFECTS YOU 
If you think occupational safety and health is none of your 
business, think again. 

All society suffers when accidents and occupational illness 
strike workers. 

The tragedy never stops with the individual whose health 
is affected. Health care costs and business interruption place 
a monetary burden on all of us. And everyone shares a moral 
burden for the tragedy of family suffering when a worker's 
health is damaged. 

Accidents and illness on the job can happen in any line of 
work not only in industry and construction, but in offices and 
stores. No one can afford to ignore workplace safety and 
health. 

NEW PROGRAMS 
In its commitment to the quantity and quality of jobs in Manitoba, 
the Provincial Government is making safety and health joint 
committees or representatives mandatory in hundreds of 
workplaces effective March 1, 1984. 

Also, the right of any employee to refuse to work under 
dangerous conditions has been clarified and strengthened. It 
is against the law for an employer to discriminate against a 
worker who insists on safe and healthy conditions. 

THINK ABOUT IT 
Current and upcoming Workplace Safety and Health programs 
affect you, whether you are a worker, a manager, or an owner. 

Take the time to learn about them and learn from them . 
Prevention is the only cure for occupational illness and 
accidents. 

MANIT~BA 

WINNIPEG 
Workplace Safety & 
Health Main Office 
1000 - 330 St. Mary Ave. R3C 3Z5 

Telephone: 944-3446 
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ENVIRONMENT & WORKPLACE 
SAFETY AND HEALTH 

BRANDON 
Satellite Office 
Provincial Building 
340 - 9th Street R? A 6C2 

Telephone: 728-7000 Ext. 338 

THE PAS 
Satellite Office 
Otineka Mall 
P.O. Box 2850 R9A 1M? 

Telephone: 623-6444 



Photos by Winnipeg artist-photogra
pher, William Eakin. Wanda Koop 

WandaKoop: 
Oving artisticaUy 
in order to survive 
by Lora Sawatsky 

She was the first in a family of six girls 
to walk, and she talked soo·n after she 
walked, and then she began to draw. 
Drawing and painting have become a 
way of life for Winnipeg artist, Wanda 
Koop. 

Her parents, John and Erica Koop of 
Winnipeg, who take a personal interest 
in all their daughters, recall Wanda's 
early and unusually keen interest in 
form and motion. They were amused as 
they watched their one-year-old dance 
to Christmas carols. At age five Wanda 
requested permission of her parents to 
take baton lessons. When baton classes 
were forbidden, she practised on her 

own. From her hiding place behind a 
bush in her front yard, she imitated the 
actions of the teacher instructing a 
baton class on the playground across 
the street from Wanda's home. 

Baton classes were not her only inter
est. John Koop thought it unusual for his 
kindergarten-age daughter to begin her 
sketch with Santa's foot, then quickly 
reproduce the rest of Santa complete 
with reindeer and sleigh. "She had the 
complete image in her mind before she 
reproduced it on paper," he explains. 

Wanda speaks appreciatively of her 
mother who allowed her children to ex
periment, based on her conviction that 
art demands experimentation and that 
'a creative mess is a good mess.' "As 
children we built cardboard castles, 
dressed up bottles of all shapes and siz-

Paintings in the Pool of the Black Star, Manitoba Legislative Building. 

es like all the fairy tale characters from 
the many books our mother read to us," 
wrote Wanda in an autobiographical 
sketch during her adolescent years. 

At age eleven Wanda received her 
first award when she entered a project 
in the science fair entitled, 'The Produc
tion of a Seed' which combined arts, 
crafts, and science. The same year she 
won first prize in a newspaper coloring 
contest and third prize in a forest fire 
poster contest. 

Art was important to Wanda's imme
diate family as well as to her extended 
family, even though it was generally not 
a priority in the Mennonite value sys
tem. Her great-grandfather Epp painted; 
her grandfather Koop was a professional 
photographer. Wanda 's mothe-r saw 
every piece of paper and wood as an 
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An approved teaching centre 
o f the University o f Manitoba 

~'~.'m C~~~E Winnipeg Canada R3P OM4 

1204) 888·6781 

WE INVITE YOU 
TO EXPER IENCE CHRIST IAN, POST
SECONDARY EDUCATION WITH US. 

_ BIBLE 

-THEOLOGY 
-MUSIC 

.. _ CHURCH HISTORY 

object on which to draw or paint , . 
whereas her father saw every piece of 
wood as an object out of wh ich to make 
something decoratively useful. 

- PRACTICAL THEOLOGY 

To Wanda, her parents are special 
people, open to new ideas, willing to 
learn, teaching her children that art is a 
necessary part of survival during diffi
cult as well as prosperous times. De
spite her parents' support, Wanda's goal 
to become an artist was not without ten
sion. She clearly recalls her recurring 
childhood nightmare in which she was 
given a choice between becoming a 
ballet dancer or a visual artist. She de
cided, "I 'm a Mennonite so I'll be a 
pai nter because it is the lesser of the two 
evils in the eyes of my people. " 

-ARTS 

Manitoba Mennonite 
Historical Society 

invites all to Annual General 
Meeting on March 17th at 4:00 

p.m. at Mennonite Brethren Bible 
College auditorium. 

A banquet ($10) at 6:30 p.m. and 
a concert ($5) with 

HEISCHRAT JE and LOW 
GERMAN READINGS at 8:00 
p.m. All welcome. For tickets 
phone Archives 669-1626, or 

Ruth Bock 888-6532. 

Westgate 

® 
We Need Your Support 

Plan to Attend: 

Junior Operetta - March 8 and 9,1984 

Grade 6 Day - March 11, 1984 

Fund-Raising Banquet - April 4, 1984 

Art and Music Festival- April 15, 1984 

Together we can provide a Christian Education for our youth. 

Westgate Mennonite Collegiate 
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86 West Gate 
775-7111 

"Mennonites are different people 
(separatists)," explains Wanda, "and I 
took this difference one step further. " 
Becoming an artist in a sense has alien
ated her from the Mennonite communi
ty which often perceives art as worldly 
- too much a part of the flesh and too 
prone to making an image of that whi ch 
is forbidden . At the same time, being a 
Mennonite alienated Wanda from the 
non-Mennonite world because of the 
restrictions placed on Mennonite chil
dren. 

Although her sisters all graduated 
from Mennonite Brethren Collegiate In
stitute (M.B .C.I), Wanda applied to Tee 
Voc for her high school education be
cause this school offered an art course 
whereas M .B.C. I. did not. It was here 
that her objectives as an artist began to 
crystallize. During her second year at 
Tec Voc, Koop arrived at the conclusion 
that she was part of a much bigger world 
than she had formerly realized, and that 
she must find her place in the world and 
interpret it to others as she saw it. 

After her second year at Tec Voc, de
termined to fully integrate art with 
her life, Wanda painted through the 
summer during her spare time so that by 
the time school re-opened in fal l, she 
proudly marched into the institution 
with a profusion of paintings under her 
arm . Following high school, she won an 
entrance scholarship to the University 
of Manitoba School of Art, from which 
she graduated in 1973. 

Years later, with her own studio and 
approximately thirteen major exhibi
tions across Canada to her credit, Wan
da still maintains that 'we must' live 
artistically in order to survive.' Very 
much aware of her own need to survive 
as an artist, and her need to communi
cate her love for life through her visual 
language, Wanda finds a degree of in
congruity between what constitutes life 
for her and what constitutes I ife for the 
larger society. She often finds herself on 
the edge of society as an observer rather 
than a participator. 

She observes that contemporary life, 
so highly industrialized, conditions 
people to function in huge institutions. 
The visual language is often not a part of 
institutional thinking because it is part 
of neither the work ethic nor the instant 
gratification' eth ic; hence what she tries 
to communicate visually is often not 
understood and not fully appreciated. 

Among other projects, Koop is pres
ently engaged in a project in which, in a 
series of eight- by 12-foot paintings, she 
confronts the viewer with differing rep
resentations of life and death visually 
concretized in airplanes viewed from 



various angles in contrasting color com
binations, Painted on 8 x 4-foot ply
wood panels, three panels combine to 
form one 8 x 12-foot painting, Power in 
motion and co lor on huge crude ply
wood panels unite to confront the view
er rather than to allow for escapism into 
pretty shapes and cluttered landscapes. 

Although these planes appear to be 
highly conc rete in their bold simpl ified 
lines, in actuality these massive black 
living form s el ude one's grasp. They 
portray a powerful mass of energy 
which has the appearance of freedom 
- motion in space. These friendly but 
sinister creatures are not limited by 
earth or sky, are both fish and bird, can 
be both heaven and hell, are neither 
friends nor enemies but machines out of 
c9ntrol. These creations have no alle
giance to man, their creator, and no 
strings attached to any other creation. 
These machines compete for domi
nance with tile equally massive force of 
nature, in this case represented by the 
sky. In her art, Koop has left the security 
of the horizon line, and the traditional 
view of the universe comfortably sepa
rated into sea, land and sky. 

Preliminary sketches for the airplane series. 

Koop is a careful painter. She makes 
hundreds of notes in her sketchbook
instant responses to visual images often 
sketched from a moving vehicle on her 
travels, She travels extensively with her 
husband, William Eakin, a Winnipeg 
artist-photographer. Her notebook 
sketches are then edited and transferred 
to small panels, and these are again 
edited and revised, then transferred to 
large sheets of paper. After a lengthy 
process of editing and revis ing, Wanda 
paints her final version on the 8 x 4-foot 
plywood sheets using acrylic and rho
plex. 

At this point in her artistic career she 
has an impressive number of awards 
and exhibitions in her repertoire. In 
1971, while still a student at the Univer
sity of Manitoba School of Art, she re
ceived the outstanding painting award 
in the Manitoba Society of Artists ex
hibition, and she exhibited her work for 
the first time in the Winnipeg Art Gal
lery at age 19.'Since then, her numerous 
awards include an award for the most 
original work and an award for an out
standing prairie interpretation . Over the 
past ten years she has been supported 
through grants from Canada Council 
and the Manitoba Arts Council. 

Koop's art has been featured in group 
and solo exhibitions and in special proj
ects across Canada, Her major exhibi
tions have appeared at the Edmonton 
Art Gallery, the Winnipeg Art Gallery, 

Assembling one of the panels in the airplane series. 

the Robert Mclaughlin Gallery, 
Oshawa, the Harbourfront Art Gallery, 
Toronto, the London Regional Art Gal
lery, the Glenbow Museum in Calgary, 
and the Manitoba Legislative Building 
in Winnipeg. Exhibitions are currently 
scheduled for November, 1984 at the 
Olga Korper Gallery, in Toronto, and at 
the Hamilton Art Gallery for 1986. 
Wanda will be featured some time this 
year in the CBC series, "Seeing it Our 
Way." Her work is included in the 1983 
Hurtig publication entitled Contem
porary Canadian Art, written by David 
Burnett and Marilyn Schiff. 

Despite her recognition as a national 
artist, Wanda at times experiences re
jection, but she makes no compromises 
in her art. At present she is committed to 
confronting society with her statement 
which has its roots in her intense anx
iety for the welfare of the universe she 
loves. She perceives hereself as a re
sponsible member of the human race, 
one who is part 9f an ever changing 
world, and whose art must reflect this 
change in form and technique. Over the 
years Wanda 's visual language has 
evolved from landscapes to symbolic 
shapes, to architectural structures, then 
to her present ' metaphorical images 
which refract different levels and 
shades of meaning depending on the 
perspective of the viewer. 

Usually candid about her art and life, 
Wanda communicates a powerful state
ment through her visual language. 
What is unique about this artist is that 
from the outset Wanda has made no 
compromises in her mode of expression 
and has persisted in responsibly de
veloping her talent in spite of lack of 
understand ing and financial struggles. 

mm 
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A Miracle of Survival: 
The Story of Liesje 
byAI Reimer 

T his is the candid personal story of a 
remarkable woman. It is also a sym
bolic story, a kind of moral allegory 
about hope and faith and how the 
human spirit can survive the most cruel 
and oppressive experiences without bit
terness and with an unquenchable zest 
for life even into advanced old age. 

There was very nearly no story at all. 
A written one, I mean. She loves to talk 
about her long, unusual life, but didn't 
want me to write about it. She has 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
living in the Soviet Union. And she fears 
that her story divulged publicly along 
with her identity might hurt them in 
some way. Not that she is cautious or 
suspicious by nature - quite the con
trary - but her long years of Siberian 
exile have had the effect of making her 

. extra careful and protective, par
ticularly where her loved ones are con
cerned. 

She relented and allowed me to make 
notes for this article only when I prom
ised not to use either her name or any 
pictures. So I'll refer to her simply as 
"Liesje." 

Just meeting Liesje is a heart-warming 
experience. She will be 92 on her next 
birthday but she looks as spry and 
sounds as chirpy as a well-preserved 
lady in her early sixties. Her "secret", 
she confides, is a dai Iy dose of cod-I iver 
oil. That's what keeps her "limber." 

When my friend (who was to intro
duce me to her) and I knocked on her 
door at a downtown senior citizens' 
home one afternoon, we caught her 

napping. It didn't take her long to wake 
up and start talking. She spoke in rapid 
High German to my friend and in even 
more rapid Low German to me as we 
began to ask her questions. Within min
utes she was in full flight about her past 
life in Russia, about her life here in Can
ada. As a conversationalist Liesje can 
spin on a dime, and it's hard to keep up 
with her as she runs back and forth 
through the vast tracts of her memory. 

She has many stories and anecdotes 
about her hard, loss-strewn life in the 
Soviet Union. At 53 , she was already 
well advanced into middle age when 
she was sent intoSiberian exile in 1945. 
When she was finally released in 1966 
she was an elderly lady of 74. During 
those 21 years she suffered and survived 
incredible hardships and deprivation, 
first in central Siberia, then for the last 
dozen years or so in the remote, far
eastern Siberian port city of Magadan 
on the Sea of Okhotsk. 

That she survived her Siberian exile at 
all is remarkable enough. That it left her 
free of bitterness and with her joy in life 
and her sense of humor intact is almost 
unbelievable. But there she sits on her 
worn couch that serves as her bed, 
tosses back her sho~t white mane with 
the energetic movement ofa schoolgi rI, 
squints reflectively, and without letup 
rolls out fact after biographical fact, an
ecdote after anecdote. 

Her face with its fine network of lines 
and creases could almost serve as a map 
of Siberia itself. But her shrewd eyes 
twinkle as she crows with delight, "I 

don 't know how the dear Lord has pre
served my mind and memory the way 
he has." And throwing back her head, 
she opens her mouth wide to laugh, 
revealing a pink, toothless mouth that 
looks neither old nor sunken. She jumps 
up nimbly and dashes over to her dress
er to get out the old photographs that 
will provide visual testimony of her per
sonal history. She wants to authenticate 
herself to us, to prove that she was in
deed there - and there, and there. The 
photos are carefully bound up in a yel
lowing piece of cheesecloth. Lovingly, 
she unwraps them and spreads them out 
in a row on the table like a set of official 
documents. But these are preciously 
preserved documents, so different from 
the official documents she was forced to 
carry and show constantly to Soviet au
thorities. 

Liesje comes from the Sagradovka 
colony in Old Russia. As a girl she at
tended a school for midwives in Riga, 
graduating in 1913 (she proudly pro
duces her graduation photo and asks us 
to find her on it). During her long career 
she delivered at least 1,000 babies, she 
says. When I ask her why her family 
didn't emigrate in the twenties she looks 
pensive, says her father was getting 
ready to do just that when he was struck 
down by typhus in 1922. 

He was the first of the men she lost 
over the years. In 1936 her husband was 
arrested. Blank. In 1941 her oldest son 
(clearly her favorite), a promising young 
teacher in the Molochnaya, "was taken 
and murdered." Another son died as an 
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infant and the third died only a few 
years ago of natural causes. Her one 
daughter escaped to the West in 1945 
and also lives in Winnipeg as does her 
daughter, Liesje's granddaughter. 

Liesje herself almost escaped, but not 
quite. Like thousands of other Russian 
Mennonites she left Russia with the re
treating German Army in 1943. Near 
the end of the war she was on a train 
trying to get to Berlin and freedom, but 
its progress was impeded by so many 
broken rails that it was finally overtaken 
by the advancing Russians. She had 
somehow been separated from her 
daughter, but still had with her her little 
granddaughter, her daughter's daughter. 
The two were shipped off to Siberia to
gether. 

Their first dozen years in exile were 
the hardest. Often she and her grand
daughter didn't have enough to eat. She 
would sew late into the night, trying to 
earn a little for bread. There was one 
small cook stove for five families in her 
building. Then one day, without any 
explanation of course, they were 
shipped still farther east. For eleven 
days they sat on the fast train of the 
Trans-Siberian Railway. After that they 
waited 33 days for a ship to take them 
the rest of the way, living all thattime in 
a makeshift open-air camp. 

In Magadan, a city of about 100,000, 
they were simply dumped off and 
forced to shift for themselves. By this 
time Liesje was so destitute that in des
peration she wrote to her son for money, 
although she knew he was poor too. 
And he responded. He wasn't able to 
send much, but it was enough to keep 
them alive until she found a way of 
earning something, she says matter-of
factly. She was able to borrow a primi
tive sewing machine and started sewing 
for others again. 

All this time she was, of course, state~ 
less, an officially declared non-person. 
She had no papers and no rights. Her 
one advantage, ironically, was her 
chronically weak heart, which ex
empted her from having to work outside 
in the brutal Siberian cold. Finally, 
someone suggested to her that with her 
experience as a nurse and midwife she 
should offer her services to the better-off 
families in the city as a "nanya," a 
babysitter or children's nurse. And so 
she found a vocation that made the 
long, black years of exile a little more 
tolerable until she was finally, in 1966, 
allowed to emigrate and come to Cana
da. 

Even then, her Russian friends tried to 
discourage her. "What do you want to 
go to Canada for at 74? That's the age 
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you can expect to die at anyway." With 
a merry laugh that lights up the creased 
map of her face she chirps out her tri
umphant answer: ''l\nd look at me, I've 
been here 17 years and I'm still going 
strong." 

Again and again as she talks about 
her exile, she relates anecdotes replete 
with dark hints and shadowy details 
about the special problems faced by 
women in exile. The details vary, butthe 
implications are always the same. The 
female as sexual victim, a commodity 
to be grabbed by men simply because 
it's there, or to be callously bartered for 
like a piece of meat or a pair of boots. 
Privileges for favors. Liesje is delicate 
and tactful about this subject, but she 
intimates that many otherwise respecta
ble female exiles do try to make their 
hard lot a little easier by accepting the 
"protection" of a male guard, a soldier 
or a petty official. But she also insists 
that not all the women surrender to ex
pediency, are willing to trade their last 
intimate possession for food and shelter. 
She admits that in her own case her age 
probably saved her from the cruder sex
ual advances. But she hints that even 
she had to learn how to say no to "of
fers" without raising antagonism. 
Humor was always her best defense, 
she confides. 

Now, beaming, she shows us the 
"five-generation" photo of her family in 
Russia, the older faces still recogniza
bly Mennonite-looking, the younger 
ones more Russified, more foreign
looking. I begin to understand some
thing else about Liesje. Much of her joy, 
her sheer esprit, comes from a feeling of 
triumph, a sense of achievement in hav
ing survived, in having outlasted and 
overcome all that her oppressors could 
do to her. All she ever wanted was to be 
normal, to live a decent, productive, 
God-fearing life. And in her own mind 
she has succeeded, even if the means 
were rarely of her own choosing. The 
proof is there in the pictures, her pro
geny in the Soviet Union, respectable, 
well-fed, apparently relatively content 
with their lot. 

In spite of everything, by surviving 
she has wrought a kind of miracle, a 
miracle that embraces her descendants, 
allows her the deep satisfaction of fam
ily continuity and normalcy. 

For all that, she has paid a heavy 
price. Only she knows how heavy. I can 
guess that there are aspects of her I ife no 
feeling person would want to probe too 
deeply. A more sombre light comes into 
her eyes and she looks downcast as she 
talks about the present. She is very old 
now, she says, and often feels that oth-

ers look down on her for the way she 
dresses and for her lack of social polish. 
"They despise me," she says gravely, 
"consider me worthless." It's as close as 
she comes to bitterness or self-pity. She 
also complains about not getting visi
tors, hints at neglect even from mem
bers of her own family. The closest to 
her is still the granddaughter whom she 
raised in Siberia and who is now a nurse 
in Winnipeg. 

. But Liesje can remain grave or sol
emn for only so long. She launches into 
a hilarious account of her "operation" 
some years ago. I had noticed that she 
kept sh ifti ng from side to side, as though 
sitting was a discomfort to her. Now she 
explains why. With dramatic conviction 
she informs us that she is the "suffering 
victim" of a "botched" operation by a 
local surgeon. A hemorrhoidectomy, to 
put it delicately (she doesn't put it that 
delicately in Low German). Her ana
tomical account of what she thinks hap
pened to her at the time is so graphic 
and colorful that my friend and I almost 
collapse from laughing. She joins in 
whenever she pauses for a breath. 

She wants us to stay "for a little cof
fee," but we tell her politely that we 
have to go. As we take our leave of her I 
reflect that this woman's long sentence 
of deprivation, suffering and al ienation, 
far from diminishing her as a human 
being, has probably made her into a 
keener, wiser, more compassionate one 
than she would have been had she been 
allowed to live her own way. The relent
less conditions of her life forced her to 
discard most of the comforting stereo
types and self-centered notions and 
views adopted so unreflectingly by 
"free" people in a society as safe and 
relaxed as ours. The parameters of 
Liesje's wisdom, her canny assessment 
of human nature, is reflected in a re
mark she repeated several times in dif
ferent contexts: liThe communist is not 
as bad as people think, but of course 
he's not a Christian either." 

''lie motte wada kome," You must 
come again, she urges heartily as she 
accompanies us out into the hallway. 
"Etj kaun junt noch fal meea leschijchte 
fetale," I can tell you many more sto
ries. 

I have no doubt she can. And proba-
bly will. 

mm 



Women's Work 
by Mavis Reimer 

I read somewhere the other day that 
we are now living in what could be 
called the post-feminist age. That while 
there is much fine tuning left to be 
done, many of the basic attitudes for 
which the early feminists fought so vig
orously are already in place. 

The key issues of the women's move
ment, it seems to me, were directly re
lated to women and work. Women 
fought to be admitted to traditionally 
male jobs and professions; they lobbied 
for equal pay for equal work; they in
stituted child care facilities for mothers 
working outside the home. For poor 
women - the majority of working 
women - such issues often had con
crete ramifications, making the dif
ference between subsistence and exis
tence with some dignity. 

Not all women were sympathetic to 
the struggle against sexual or economic 
discrimination in the workplace. Clear
ly, however, it was impossible to be a 
young person at the height of the 
women's movement and to remain un
affected by feminism. Men and women 
in the economically privileged classes 
of society may have been indifferent to 
the political action initiated by the 
women's movement, but most were 
keenly aware of the ideas and values 
generated by it. 

Basic to the feminist movement is the 

idea that a woman is a distinct and indi
vidual personality and not an adjunct to 
a man. Men and women were seen to 
exist as equals rather than in a superior
inferior relationship. Because a man's 
work has long been the public measure 
of his worth, it was through their work 
that many women chose to define their 
newly found competence. In the pro
cess, traditionally feminine roles such 
as housewife and mother were revalued 
and sometimes devalued. Within the re
cent past, most feminists have agreed 
that the issue is not whether a woman 
works inside or outside of her home, but 
that she has the right to make that 
choice and to have society validate her 
choice. 

There is something about any an
nouncement that the end of an era has 
been gained that gives one pause. On 
the threshold of this post-feminist age, I 
tried to evaluate just how feminism has 
changed the patterns of my family life or 
the way in which I make decisions. 
What, for that matter, had feminism 
meant to other young Mennonite 
women? How do we resolve in our lives 
the conflicts of the traditionally femi
nine values and the new values of femi
nism? How do we define the notion of 
"women's work"? 

"My problem," laughs Susan, "is that 
I want everything." I can see what she 
means. It is 100' clock at night and she is 
finally settled with a cup of tea, her 
husband having carried off a reluctant 
three-year-old to bed. Her son is reluc
tant to go to bed, Susan explains, be
cause he has just returned home that 
evening from spending two days with 
his grandparents while she has been 
away attending a special seminar for 
voice instructors. 

Juggling the responsibilities of main
taining a home, raising a child, teach
ing private lessons, practising, and 
performing has become a way of life for 
Susan, although hardly a routine. "This 
is not a 9 to 5 job," she points out. 

Her husband, she says, supports her 
both as a mother and as a musician. He 
has in the past arranged his working 
schedule to leave himself one free day a 
week during which he could take 
charge of his son. At other times he 
encourages her to make use of available 
babysitters to give herself sufficient ti me 
to concentrate on her music. 

Susan agreed that her son's experi
ences with babysitters are usually posi
tive ones. "He comes into contact with 
older children and learns so many 
things I couldn't teach him. In fact, I 
think he's often bored at home alone 
with me. But if he's been away from 
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home too much, he is not as even-tem
pered a child. Then I know he's finding 
all the adjustments too much." In such a 
situation, the first thing to give way is 
her practise time. "I often practise in the 
cracks," says Susan, "while he's nap
ping or late at night." When she looks 
back to her life before her baby was 
born, Susan finds herself marvelling at 
how ineffic ient she must have been. 

Knowing how much energy it takes to 
keep all the various parts of her life run
ning smoothly, has she ever considered 
giving up her career, at least tem
porarily? "Never," says Susan firmly. 
She'continued teaching throughout her 
pregnancy and began teaching again 
within a few weeks of the baby's birth. "I 
think now that I was trying to prove 
something to myself - that I was not 
going to become a different person be
cause I was a mother." But in the three 
years since, Susan has stopped needing 
to prove anything to herself. Her music, 
she says, is a source of energy and joy to 
her. So much so that her husband is 
always aware by her mood at the end of 
a day just how much work she has been 
able to accomplish. "I just know I really 
want to sing." 

"I don't know whether or not you will 
understand this," says Joan, "but my 
career is very important to me. I was the 
youngest of seven children and I really 
feel that my older sisters damaged my 
self-image when I was growing up. It 
wasn't until I went to university and 
studied acting that I found out that I was 
really quite smart and that I had some 
special talents ." The special talents that 
went unnoticed at home are valued, she 
has discovered, within the theatrical 
community. As well as doing some per
forming herself, Joan both administers 
and directs a small theatrical troupe. 

Joan has no children and between 
rehearsals, performances, and paper
work, she wonders where she . would 
find the time to raise a child. "It's not 
that I'm not 'domestic'. I am. I sewall 
my own clothes. I knit. I'm a good cook. 
But I couldn't do just that." She has 
watched the gi rls who-graduated with 
her from high school leave jobs and 
careers to become full-time mothers 
and homemakers. The impression she 
has of their altered roles is a negative 
one. "They go from being interesting, 
intelligent people to having nothing to 
talk about except how cute their kid is," 
she complains. 

Her husband has never tried to con
vince her that they ought to have chil
dren, Joan says . After 15 years of 
marriage, she suspects that her hus
band's family has concluded that she is 
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infertile. Her own mother has some
times made veiled suggestions to Joan, 
mentioning to her, for example, that she 
has set aside baby blanket material for 
her. But neither family, says Joan, would 
ask for or expect an explanation of their 
childlessness. 

Joan has never regarded not having 
children as a conscious object ive. 
"Somehow, step by step, I've just elimi
nated the possibility." There have al
ways been goals ahead for her in her 
studies and career that took prece
dence. Over the long term, she hopes to 
complete a Ph .D. and teach in a univer
sity. ''I'm very good at what I do," says 
Joan, "and if I were a mother, I'd want to 
be a very good one. I couldn't do two 
things halfheartedly." 

"I first went back to work because I 
had to," says Kathy. Kathy is a registered 
nurse. Shortly after the birth of her 
oldest son, she left work to stay home 
full time. Two years and a second son 
later, she was warned that she was in 
danger of having her license lapse un
less she logged some nursing hours in 
that calendar year. She made arrange
ments to work the minimum hours as a 
casual employee, intending just to keep 
her papers current. 

Once back at the hospital, however, 
Kathy realized that there were a variety 
of other positive reasons for returning to 
work. She was surprised to find that in 
her two years' absence procedures in 
her old nursing unit had changed quite 
dramatically. The profession in which 
she had invested three years of school
ing and five years of work could be lost 
to her very quickly if she stepped out of 
the work force again. For the past two 
years, Kathy has continued to work as a 
casual employee of the hospital. Keep
ing abreast of recent developments in 
her field is both professionally satisfying 
and personally stimulating, she finds, 
and a welcome change from the routine 
of housework and young children. And 
although her salary is not needed to 

supplement the family income, she 
takes a pleasure in having a paycheque 
with her name on it. "It's nice to have 
some money that you don't have to ac
count to anyone for." 

As a casual employee, Kathy will 
work two or three shifts in a week. She 
will agree to work o'nl y evenings or 
nights during week days so that she can 
usually rely on her husband for child 
tare. He is quite happy to spend his 
evenings with his sons', she says. 

Few of her friends with pre-school 
children work outside the home, says 
Kathy, and many say they don 't know 
how she does it. But she finds that hav
ing a working schedule keeps her orga
nized and on schedule with housework 
and other projects. The only activities 
she finds she has had to give up since 
returning to work are the neighborhood 
coffee parties and this, she feels, is 
probably a good thing. "It's easy to 
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waste your life drinking coffee and crit
icizing other people." 

Her parents have encouraged her to 
keep nursing, says Kathy, although she 
knows that her husband's father consid
ers it somewhat humiliating for a man to 
be in charge of the children . 

To date, concl udes Kathy, herfami Iy's 
schedule and her working schedule 
have dovetailed nicely. Were there to be 
any ongoing conflict between her ca
reer and her family, Kathy knows defi
nitely how she would resolve it. "For 
me, my family comes first." 

"From high school on," says Ruth, "I 
knew I wanted to be a wife and a moth
er." Although she trained as a teacher, 
she spent only one year before marriage 
teaching. Since her marriage, even be
fore her oldest child was born, her pri
mary role has been that of homemaker, 
although she has worked at some jobs 
inside her home. For a number of years, 
Ruth did custom sewing and ta i loring in 
her home and currently she cares for 
other people's children several after
noons a week. 

"My life is very full ," says Ruth. "In 
fact, I sometimes can't find the time to 
do the housework that needs to be 
done!" Both her children are enrolled in 
nursery school programs. She attends a 
neighborhood discussion group one 
morning a week and a parenting course 
on another morning. She continues to 
sew many of her family's clothes. In 
summer and fall she maintains and pro
cesses a large garden. 

Her husband supports Ruth 's decision 
to stay at home. "I bel ieve that this is the 
best way to raise children," says Ruth, 
"and my husband supports that. But if 
I'd wanted to go back to work after the 
children were born, he wouldn't have 
pushed for me to stay home." 

Ruth' knows that both sets of parents 
endorse her lifestyle, although she feels 
neither fami Iy would have exerted pres
sure on her to remain at home. She 
points out that her husband has sisters 

. who work outside the home. Within her 
church community, her situation is the 
most common one for mothers of young 
children. Ruth says that there is support 
in the church for those mothers who 
work because of financial need, but 
feels that there is some disapproval, 
even among the other young women, of 
the mothers who have chosen to work 
for other reasons. 

"Sometimes when we' re contemplat
ing a major purchase," says Ruth, "I feel 
that perhaps I should be earning some 
money, but my husband says if we can 't 
afford it on his salary, we can't afford it. I 

feel lucky that he's content to have me 
home." 

"From the very beginning of our mar
riage," says Bev, "Bob and I have con
sciously tried not to differentiate our 
roles on sexual grounds. Both of us al
ways intended to pursue a career. Both 
of us have always expected to divide 
child care and housework." And this is 
just what they have done. But, points 
out Bev, a marriage in which both hus
band and wife are equal partners in all 
aspects of their lives together requires a 
great deal offorethought, planning, and 
flexibility. "It's a commitment to a total
ly different kind of lifestyle." 

They were married tor seven years 
before their first and only child was 
born. Parenthood was a planned event 
and for the first six months Bob took a 
leave-of-absence from his teaching job 
to stay at home with his infant son. For 
the next year, Bev took over the reins at 
home. Just those twelve months, she 
says, were enough to convince her 
that she would never make it as a stay
at-home mother. "I did all the right 
things with him, but I was not fulfilled 
myself and so I wasn't a nice person ." 

The next year Bev enrolled in school 
full-time. Her son spent one year with a 
babysitter and the next three in a day 
care. "We were lucky in that he was a 

very social child and adapted easily to 
the day care setting," says Bev, "but I 
still went through all kinds of guilt feel
ings." Both Bev and Bob maintained 
fairly flexible schedules, so that it was 
always possible for one of them to stay 
home if necessary. 

Bev doesn't recall that either friends 
or family voiced any opposition to her 
decision to work outside the home. 
"Certainly my father always expected 
that his girls would be something, just as 
he expected that his sons to be some
thing. Friends and acquaintances d idn't 
criticiz~ so much as laugh at some of 
her notions of career and self-develop
ment. "Most seemed to think it was a 
fad of some kind . Last year I wore a 
pantsuit. This year I was goin g to 
school." 

She knows that Bob bore more crit
icism than she did for his willingness to 
take time from work to help with child 
care. She suspects that some members 
of her family have always felt sorry for 
Bob. "People don't seem to understand 
that he doesn't use his career as the only 
measure of himself as a person or a 
man. The woman in the workplace is 
acceptable by now. But most people 
haven 't even begun to wrap themselves 
around the idea of the man in the 
home." 

mm 

Are Your Insurance COSTS 
Increasing Yearly? 

George Kasdorf 
Res 668·9222 

We Offer .... 
Year $ rice Protection 
Senior Citizen Discount 
Smoke Detector Discount 
Replacement Value Contents 
Enquiries Welcome 

• Homeowners • Business • Contractors Equipment 

• Bonding • Tenants • Boats • RRSP 

AUTHORIZED AGENTS FOR 

~ • ~~,~~~DSS 
2211C McPhillips, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Telephone 338-7816 

1668 Main Street, Telephone 339-9231 

Liberty Insurance Agencies (1978) Ltd. 
mennonite mirror I march 1984 1 13 



Anmeldung an 

MANITOBA CAREERSTART 
---------' ~ 

Ein Programm 
des Manitoba 
Jobs Fund, 
Careers tart, 
bietet Lohnhilfe fur 
Arbeitsstellen fUr 
Studenten und Jugendliche 
zwischen 16-24 Jahren. Das 
Programm lauft vom 30. April 
bis 14. Ok tober, 84, damit Sie 
wahrend dieser Zeit fur die 
Wirtschaft oder das Geschaft eine 
zusatzlich Arbeitskraft einsetzen 
konnen. 

Anmeldungstermin: 26. Marz, 
1984 

vor dem 26. Marz 

\I\/c.lr-h,a Arbeitgeber sind 
gemeint? 
• Alle Geschafte und 

Landwirtschaften Manitobas 
• Vereine und Gruppen (non

profit organizations) 
• Lokalregierungen und 

Behorden und Indian Band 
Councils 

Fuer weitere Auskunft, bitten melden sie sich bei: 

Der JOBS FUND bedeutet 
Arbeitserfahrung 
fUr junge 
Manitobaner. 

Nicht nur 
Beschaftigung fUr den Sommer, 
sondern Erfahrung fUrs Leben. Es 
sollen neue Stellen entstehen und 
dadurch grossere Geschafte, die 
dann die Wirtschaft der ganzen 
Provinz starken. 

Manitoba Employment Resource Centre: MANITOBA 
JOBS FUND WINNIPEG 1009-401 York Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3COV8 Phone : 944-4959 

14 I mennonite mirror I march 1984 



(r11n J a personal 
word 

Marlene Neustaedter 
Traditionally the Mennonite communi
ty, when it supported the Arts, focused 
its involvements on music rather than 
the visual arts. "That has changed some
what," says Marlene (Unruh) Neustaed
ter, director of operations for Manitoba 
Arts Council. "It harkens back to our 
heritage, our values which, while they 
had dignity, considered art for art's sake 
somewhat suspect, part of a worldly so
phistication, an artificiality which was 
unacceptable. In the rural community, 
art was related to the practical life, 
women doing beautiful stitchery and 
knitting to enhance the home. Even 
now the general community prefers tra
ditional, conservative art where imag
ery is easi Iy identified, to the abstract 
which requires an effortto understand." 

Neustaedter is convinced the MAC, 
whose mandate it is to provide support 
to the professional arts, is filling a need 
in a province receptive to the various 
forms of art. When Council makes deci
sions regarding deserving recipients for 
grants, it does so on the recommenda
tion of a panel of the artists' peers. A 
provincial government agency, funded 
by an annual appropriation from gov
ernment and lottery revenues, the 15 
member Arts Council makes indepen
dent decisions. In order to keep pace 
with the growth in variety of programs 
for assistance and with the size of 
grants, its budget has increased from 
$400,000 in 1974 to $2.7 million today. 
Neustaedter feels she was most fortu
nate to have been active within the 
council these past nine years when 
growth and development were happen
ing. She was originally hired in a temp
porary capacity as an executive secre
tary. This move was a highly challeng
ing one for someone whose previous 
experience in the work force had been 
in teaching school. 

Paul and Marlene Neustaedter were 
married in 1960. The former is a teacher 
in cultural geography at Daniel MacIn
tyre Collegiate. When their children 
Karen, now 19, and Carl, 17, were 
added to the fam i Iy, Marlene devoted 10 
contented years to the nurture of her 
family and their home. This meant she 
had time to cultivate some personal in
terests as well as to give some time to 
community work. While Paul enjoyed 

Marlene Neustaedter 

his hobby of building lovely pieces of 
furniture for their home Marlene dab
bled in drawing and painting. In Madi
son, Wisconsin, where Paul acquired a 
master's degree, Marlene studied draw· 
ing with a private teacher. Later, in Win
nipeg, she continued this at the Forum 
Art Institute. These studies, plus lessons 
as a youngster ·in piano and violin and 
her experience in church and com
munity choir were, she felt, a good 
preparation for the work she is now en
gaged in. Marlene has been involved 
with Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre in 
stage-design and poster work. When, in 
their second year of marriage, they 
spent six months travelling in Europe, 
they were able to indulge and develop 
their interests in theatre and the arts as 
well as Paul's passion for photography. 
"We travelled from country to country, 
visiting cities and villages, galleries and 
theatre, observing people - a very 
heady experience for someone who had 
never left the Mid-West." 

In 1974, with the children in school, 
Marlene re-entered the work force, ad
mittedly with fears of disrupting the 

family. It presented a challenge to the 
family since there were new stresses 
and crises to be solved and adjustments 
to be made. Today the family feels it has 
been a good experience since all had to 
accept new responsibilities and share 
domestic duties. When Marlene's job 
became permanent and further program 
areas were added, she felt the need for 
training in administration and manage
ment and took several courses in this at 
the University of Manitoba. 

Does she feel a woman is a better 
person in becoming a fulfilled human 
being? She believes yes, for "the more 
one reaches out and creates challenges 
forcing oneself to look at new ideas and 
endeavours, the more fulfilling life be
comes." 

One of the most exciting and satisfy
ing programs in the Council in which 
Marlene had a vital part was the Artists 
in the Schools program. Begun in 1976, 
the central idea is to have live participa
tion of practicing artists with students at 
school. Artists such as Aganetha Dyck 
and Wanda Koop talk to the school chil
dren about their art. An addition to the 
curriculum, this program is growing tre
mendously. There are now 60 artists in
volvedin over 200 schools in the 
province, going as far as Norway House 
and other points. "The barriers to de
velopment and the challenges in the 
arts are tremendous in Canada, a coun
try of 24 million people stretched across 
4,000 miles of territory. In Manitoba 
more than half of our people live in one 
urban centre. We would like to have 
Canadian artists speak to us more, all 
these who work against tremendous 
odds, low income, lack of recognition. 
They are the ones who give us "mes
sages" which reflect or address issues 
that arise out of the milieu," adds Mar
lene. 

Last year Neustaedter spearheaded 
the Visual Arts symposium of the Men
nonite Festival of Art and Music; an en
deavour in which her organizational 
skills and ability to work tactfully with 
people resulted in a memorable event, 
enthusiastically received by the Men
nonite community. 

- Mary M. Enns 
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William Unruh 
William Unruh of the department of 
physics, University of British Columbia, 
has won both Steacie awards this year. 

The Steacie Fellowship from the Nat
ural Science and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada will pay his salary 
for up to two years, allowing him to 
concentrate full-time on research into 
theoretical physics. 

He also won the Steacie Prize from 
the National Research Council. Worth 
$5,000, the prize is awarded annually 
to a scientist under 40 for outstanding 
work. 

Dr. Unruh is an expert on black holes, 
those incredibly dense astronomical 
bodies whose gravity is so great that 
nothing, not even I ight, can escape their 
grasp. 

Contrary to conventional wisdom, it 
is now known that radiation in the form 
of heat is created near black holes, so 
they are not completely black. 

With Prof. Robert Wald of.the Univer
sity of Chicago, Dr. Unruh has shown 
that it is theoretically possible to extract 
this radiation, and so decrease the mass 
of a black hole. 

Although it may never be possible to 
mine the immense energy potential of 
black holes, Dr. Unruh's theoretical dis
covery is important because it demon
strates the universal validity and com
patibility of certain fundamental physi
cal laws. 

He is also working on the possibility 
of a unified field theory, the goal of 
physics to unify into one coherent the
ory the four fundamental forces known 
to govern physical events in the uni
verse. 

Dr. Unruh won the Herzberg Medal 
of the Canadian Association of Physi
cists last year and the Rutherford Medal 
of the Royal Society of Canada "for out
standing discoveries over the past 10 
years" in 1982. 

mm 
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r ~ manitoba --m news 
Ruby P. Friesen and Associates, Ar

chitects, of Winnipeg, has received a 
citation award in the American Wood 
Council's second biennial non-residen
tial design program. The award-win
ning building, a wood-frame shelter, 
houses a restored 1904 Reeves steam 
tractor at the Mennonite Village Mu
seum in Steinbach. The building was 
begun in 1980 and completed the fol
lowing spring . . 

Rudy Friesen, a farmer from Head
ingly, Manitoba, left January 10 to begin 
a six-month MCC assignment as an on
location coord i nator for the MCC Cana
da Food Bank program. Friesen, a mem
ber of the Schoenfelder General Con
ference Mennonite Church, will coor
dinate the distribution of a recent MCC 
Canada Food Bank shipment of wheat 
and will also evaluate the wheat dis
tribution through the India Food For 
Work Program. MCC Canada sent 
8,740 metric tonnes of wheat to India in 
1983, in response to drought and poor 
crop conditions in 12 states. 

Jack Braun of Altona was the 1983 
recipient of a $100 Inco Metals Ltd. en
gineering technology bursary at Red 
River Community College in Winnipeg. 
Jack is the son of Ben K. and Mary Braun 
of Altona . . 

Dr. Arnold Naimark, president of the 
University of Manitoba, held a recep
tion in early February to honor 30 staff 
members who had completed 25 years 
of service to the university. Among 
those honored were Ernest Vogt, Ad
ministrative studies, Ernest Bock and 
Ted Schaefer, chemistry. 

Last year's income deficit for the 
Canadian MB Conference has nearly 
been liquidated by special offerings, ac
cording to a report from treasurer Jake 
Riediger. The Canadian Conference has 
23,000 members in 163 churches. The 
national conference funds go to evan
gelism, Christian education, higher ed
ucation, publications and seminary 
training. 

The three Conservative Southeastern 
Manitoba MLA's, Bob Banman, Albert 
Driedger and Clayton Mannes have 
been appointed to the shadow cabinet 
by Opposition Leader Gary Filmon. 
Driedger, (Emerson) was appointed 

chief critic for natural resources and 
deputy critic for business development 
and tourism . Banman (La Verendrye) 
will be chief critic for labor, deputy crit
ic for culture, heritage and recreation 
and industry, trade and technology. He 
was also appointed party whip. 

The board of directors of EI Dad 
Ranch, an organization providing train
ing for marginally-retarded criminal 
offenders, has been denied an operating 
permit by the Rural Municipality of 
Hanover. It is considering the possibil ity 
of re-Iocating from its present site near 
New Bothwell. Reasons for voting to 
deny the application varied with each 
councillor, but community opposition 
to the project was likely a major factor. 
The Ranch is operated by Addison 
Klassen and his wife Gerda; president 
of the board is Wally Doerksen. In addi
tion to community opposition to the 
project, the Klassens also experienced a 
major setback last November when 
their farm home was heavily damaged 
by a fire caused by heat conduction 
from a chimney. 

Two Mennonites have been appoint
ed recently to senior positions in the 
Manitoba civil service. Bill Regehr, for
merly principal secretary to Howard 
Pawley, is now deputy minister of busi
ness development and tourism. John 
Bock is now acting deputy minister of 
corrections. 

Elsa Barg was ordained as a minister 
in the Charleswood Mennonite Church 
in November. She is a chaplain in a 
local hospital. 

Nick A. Hildebrand 
Chartered Accountant 

ACCOUNTING 

AUDITING 

INCOME TAX 

DATA PROCESSING 

PHONE 224-3204 

Rossmere Plaza 
1050 Henderson Highway 

Winnipeg, R2K 2M2 
Open evenings during personal tax season 



Henry and Mary Patkau, formerly of 
Hanley, Sask. , were installed on De
cember 11 as ministerial couple in the 
Grace Mennonite Church in Brandon. 
In the afternoon of the same day the 
church dedicated the new wing which 
had recently been added to their build
ing. 

Several months ago the Westwood 
Community Church in Winnipeg, affili
ated with the Mennonite Brethren Con
ference , dedicated a recently pur
chased lot which may become the site 
of a meeting place in the future. The 
church congregation presently meets in 
Col umbus School, sharing fac iii ties 
with the Winnipeg Mennonite Elemen
tary School. 

Two members of Bethel Mennonite 
Church left recently for service assign
ments: Jim Penner is spending three 
months in Mennonite Disaster Service 
work in California; Chris Dyck began a 
two-year term of service under MCC, 
working on building maintenance in 
Toronto. 

Dr. William Klassen, presently direc
tor of development at Simon Fraser Uni
versity, and a former head of the 
department of religion at the University 
of Manitoba, has been named dean of 

, the newly-established international, in
ter-faith Peace Academy on the West 
Bank in Jerusalem. Klassen will be ac
companied by his wife Dona Harvey, 
managing editor of the Vancouver 
Province. She will work at the academy 
as a part-time writer/editor. The acade
my, funded by private citizens and foun
dations, will operate under the um
brella of the 12-year-old Institute for 
Advanced Theological Studies. Klassen 
states that "our mandate is to focus on 

the religious resources available for 
peace." The appointment is for two 
years with an option for five. 

Schneider heads 
German parents 
The Manitoba Parents for German Edu
cation have appointed Sabine Schnei
der as director for the organization and 
for the last four months she has been 
working in the interest of parents who 
would like their children to have Ger
man as a second language. 

Schneider was born in Winnipeg and 
attended River East Collegiate. A recent 
graduate from the University of Win
nipeg, she completed her Bachelor of 
Education and is currently working on a 
Bachelor of Arts Honours degree in Ger
man. 

Currently Schneider is also teaching 
at the Saturday German School in North 
Kildonan . Last spring she travelled to 
Germany for the third time to refamiliar
ize herself with the German culture and 
language. 

Any parents who are interested in an 
English-German Bilingual program can 
contact the Manitoba Parents for Ger
man Education at 667-8246. 

Native Ministries Sets 
March Day of Prayer 
Native Ministries of the Conference of 
Mennonites in Canada (GC) will be the 
focus of a day of prayer March 18, ac
cording to an announcement from CMC 
headquarters here. 

Staff members will be available to 
speak at morning and evening church 
services; and a listing of songs, prayers, 
readings, slide tape sets, children's fea
tures and a drama is being prepared. 

1897 Henderson Hwy. 
Spacious Chapel 
Personal Service 

WINNIPEG, MAN. R2G IP4 

Phone 338-0331 

Reasonable Prices 
Easy Access 

Ample Parking 

The Conference of Mennonites in 
Canada received 100 percent of its bud
geted receipts in 1983. Contributions 
from churches totalled $1,439,2 30, an 
increase of 8 percent over 1982 contri 
butions. The increase occurred in spite 
of Canada's depressed economy and a 
number of CMC congregations indicat
ing near year's end that they would not 
be able to meet their anticipated dona
tions to the conference. During the 
years just prior to 1983 CMC accumu
lated a deficit of $110,000. A cash sur
plus in 1983 has v irtually wiped out this 
shortfall from former years. It had been 
the Conference's plan to remove the 
deficit over a three-year period (1983-
85), so that staff would not have to be cut 
and existing programs would not have 
to be reduced. This has now been ac
complished in one year. The cash' sur
plu s in 1983 resulted from several 
factors: 1) there were delays in filling 
several staff positions which had oc
curred through resignations, resulting 
in savings in salaries; 2) there were also 
some delays and changes in approved 
programs; 3) there was higher-than-an
ticipated self-generated income; and 4) 
there has been a very cautious and care
ful approach to spending by the various 
boards . 

SPECIAL TOURS 
IN '84 

* Soviet Union 
- your choice -

• April 1-20 - 3 weeks 
(off season bargain prices) 

• July 9-24 - 2 weeks 
- conjunction with MWC '84 -

Itineraries include: Alma Ata, 
Frunse, Tashkent, Moscow, 

Leningrad, Zaporozhye 
and Yalta. 

* China May 5-27 
Including Yangtze river cruise 

Escort: Garnet O. Jenkins (9th trip) 

* Mennonite 
World Conference 

Including Oberammergau 
Passion Play - seats still 
available on most tours -

but hurry! Many hotels sold out 
in Strasbourg. 

Ask us for details: 

MENNO TRAVEL SERVICE 
851 Henderson Hwy. 

Winnipeg 661-2406 
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Four candidates ran in a by-election 
held by the Hanover School Division on 
February 15 following the resignation of 
Burton Loewen. Loewen was seeking to 
recl aim his former seat; other con
testants were Verne Kulyk, Terry Smith 
and Florence Pankratz. The election 
was won by Verne Kulyk. 

PLAY WRITING 
COMPETITION 
Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre an

nounces a play-writing contest with a 
prize of $500 for an acceptable origi
nal play on a Mennonite theme in 
either German or English, preferably 
written by a Mennonite. Deadline for 
submission: June 1, 1984. 

The successful play Will be pro
duced by WMT in its 1985 season. 

For further information contact: Dr. 
David H. Riesen, 422 Kingston Cres
cent, telephone 247-6268 or Mr. Al
fred Wiebe, 73 Smithfield Avenue, 
telephone 338-7263. 

Have you ever 
moved and 
forgotten your 
mirrors? 
To change your address simply cut out 
the mailing label which appears on this 
magazine, and affix it to the space be
low: 

and write in your new address: 

Street ____________________ _ 

Cityrrown ________________ _ 

Postal Code _______ _ 

and then send it to our office: 

Mennonite Mirror 
203·818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg R3G ON4 
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The Board of Directors of the Cana
dian Mennonite Bible College and the 
General Board of the Conference of 
Mennonites in Canada has announced 
the establishment of The David P. Neu
feld Endowment Fund. The goal of this 
fund is to raise $350,000, which will be 
used as an endowment to pay for per
sonnel in the practical theology pro
gram. It is expected that the interest 
from this endowment should provide 
the equivalent of one salary per year. 
David P. Neufeld was a long-time ser
vant of the church and the Conference 
of Mennonites in Canada, serving in 
churches in Coaldale, Virgil, and Clear
brook. He also served as the first execu
tive secretary of the Conference of 
Mennonites in Canada. He devoted a 
good deal of time and energy to the 
Mennonite Central Committee and its 
many programs. This endowment fund 
wi II carry forward some of the concerns 
that David P. Neufeld had during his life 
and service within the conference. 
With much of the ~arlier funding for the 
Practical Theology Program coming 
from the David Friesen Family Founda
tion, this is an opportunity for many 
additional people to affirm CMBC's 
practical theology program and to par
ticipate in its development. 

Len Siemens, associate dean of agri
cu lture at the University of Manitoba, 
on sabbatical with CIDA, spent three 
weeks in Bangladesh to explore the fea
sibility of a project for developing sec
ondary crops. The primary ones are 
rice, jute, and wheat. But oil seeds, 
legumes, lentils and beans, which 
could be grown in the off-season, 
would contribute greatly needed pro
tein for the people's diet and also 
provide nitrogen for the soil. 

Bert Lobe, at present MCC Secretary 
for Southeast Asia, will join MCC Cana
da in September, 1984, as Director of 
Overseas Services. He will replace John 
Wieler, present director of overseas ser
vices. Lobe, originally from Rosthern, 
Saskatchewan, served two term s as 
MCC country representative in India 
before becoming MCC Southeast Asia 
secretary in 1980. He and his wife, Mar
tha, have four children and are mem
bers of the Akron, PA., General Con
ference Mennonite Church. Wie ler, 
after ten years as Director of MCC Cana
da Overseas Services, will begin a sab
batical in September, 1984. He wi II 
become MCC Canada's first constituen
cy relations director, beginning in Sep
tember, 1985. 

Grain Drive gets 
Food for Hungry 
A pre-Christmas grain drive in the Cana
dian prairies brought in 125,000 bush
el s of wheat, accord i ng to Wi Ibert 
Loewen, director of the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank. 

The program -is sponsored by seven 
Canadian denominations, though so far 
Mennonites have been the primary par
ticipants, noted Loewen. 

Farmers receive a tax receipt amount
ing to $5 for every bushel they donate, 
and the Canadian International De
velopment Agency matches each dollar 
three for one to aid in shipping and 
distribution costs in needy countries. 

The foodgrains program is an out
growth of the former MCC Food Bank. 
The latest church to join is the United 
Church of Canada, the nation's largest 
Protestant denomination . 

KRAHN'S TV LTD. 
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Eden Mental Health Centre in Wink
ler has appointed Dr. Henry Fast as staff 
psychiatrist. Dr. Fast, a native of Boisse
vain, Manitoba, took his medical train
ing at the University of Manitoba. He 
began his psychiatric training at the U. 
of M., but completed it at McMaster 
University in Hamilton, Ontario. Sub
sequent to the residency program he 
was a member of the department of psy
chiatry at McMaster. At the same time 
he served as a consultant on mental 
retardation and psychiatrist at the 
Hamilton Psychiatric Hospital. Dr. 
Fast's appointment marks Eden's first 
psychiatrist in the city of Winnipeg. 
Based at Concordia Hospital in Win
nipeg, Dr. Fast will serve the Winnipeg 
constituency as well as devoting one 
day each week to the Steinbach com
munity. 

WINNIPEG MENNONITE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

• First Annual Benefit Dinner: Fri
day, March 16, 1984 at the Portage Ave
nue Mennonite Church, 1420 Portage 
Avenue, Winnipeg, at 7:00 p.m. Tickets 
$15. Contact the school at 885-1032. 

• Second Annual Open House and 
Spring Tea: Saturday, May 12, 1984 at 
the school, 26 Columbus Crescent, off 
Rouge Road in Westwood. 

• Registration : Registrations are now 
bei ng accepted for ki ndergarterr to 
grade six students for the 1984-85 
school year. Contact Mr. Len Barkman, 
principal/administrator, at the school, 
885-1032. 

Engbrecht Reunion 
On July 31,1983, a fine sunny Sunday, 
an Engbrecht reunion was held at the 
Peace Gardens. One hundred and five 
Engbrechts attended from Nova Scotia, 
Ontario, Manitoba, Alberta, B.C., 
North Dakota, South Dakota and Ohio. 
The oldest in attendance was Nick Eng
brecht, 87, of Boissevain, while the 
youngest was Brendon Buhler, seven 
weeks, of Brandon . 

I<egistration began at 10 o'clock with 
Lena Martens, Ruth Rempel, Kathy EpPt 
and Betty Engbrecht (Henry) in charge. 
It was followed by a program chaired by 
George Engbrecht, consisti ng of si ngi ng 
led by Henry Engbrecht (john), a Mar
tens family choir, hymn by Victor Eng
brecht, violin solo by Arik Engbrecht, 
and devotional by Harry Martens. 

Lunch and visiting followed . There 
were several bulletin boards containing 
family trees and pictures. Of special in
terest was a display of tools - planes, 
saw, rake, angle maker, brush, device 
for bleeding horses and a straight line 
maker all hand made by the late Peter P. 
Engbrecht, Boissevain (Whitewater). 

Sharron Engbrecht 

COMING EVENTS: 
March 17: Annual General Meeting, 

Manitoba Mennonite Historical 
Society, MBBC auditorium. 

March 19-22: Pastors Study Retreat 
with Dr. John and Mrs. Lorrie 
White, at Camp Arnes. 

April 14: MBCI Garage Sale, 173 
Talbot Avenue, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. 

April 15: Festival of Art and Music; 
afternoon at Polo Park. 

April 15: Mennonite Community Or
chestra, 7:30 p.m. 

April 26, 27: Winnipeg Mennonite 
Theatre performance of 
"Hamlet" in the German 
language. Playhouse Theatre. 

Historical Society Views 
Genealogy and 
Local History 
The Manitoba Mennonite Historical So
ciety, at a board meeting held in Win
nipeg, 20 January 1984, decided to 
begin a genealogy and local history 
committee because interest in these 
areas have been high over the past num
ber of years. 

This adds to the other seven areas into 
which the society puts its efforts. 

Herman Rempel of Morden, along 
with Ernie A. Friesen, Steinbach and 
Helen Janzen, Winnipeg, are working 
on research ing and recognizing farms 
that are still in the hands of the ch'ildren 
of descendants of original Mennonite 
owners. The farm owned by Ray Sie
mens of Altona is an example of such a 
farm . The problem with Mennonite 
farms has been that in the early years 
Mennonites lived mostly in village and 
did not settle or own the farmland that 
they worked. The Historic Sites Com
mittee is aware of this problem but is 
trying to bring some kind of recognition 
to old Mennonite farms. 

The upcoming annual meeting to be 
held March 17 at Mennonite Brethren 
Bible College should prove to be inter
esting. It is a good time to get ac
quainted with what projects others are 
working on. The concert with the 
Heischratje and with readings of Low 
German by a mystery guest from the 
past should prove a chance for Men
nonites to laugh at themselves and to 
enjoy a truly refreshing evening. 

A Mennonite Book Club is also un
derway whereby one could buy books 
at a reduced rate if one became a mem
ber of the club. Talk of such a book club 
has been around for awhile because 
there have been many Mennonite 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ boo~ coming out. A committee of 
nine, with AI Reimer,Winnipeg, as 
chairman, has established this organi
zation. 

Woodland Supply & Mfg. Co. 

G.Bock 

861 McLeod Avenue, 
Winnipeg 

Telephone 668-0079 W. Regehr 

Experts in millwork, stairwork, cabinets, 
and finishing supplies. 
Suppliers of hardwood, door casings, 
mouldings, and hardware. 
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And finally, a group consisting of sev
eral archivists and professors, Ken Red
dig, John Friesen, Vic Doerksen, Harry 
Loewen and Lawrence Klippenstein, all 
of Winnipeg, travelled to Elkhart, Indi
ana at the end of January to suggest to 
the Institute of Mennonite Studies that a 
total revision of the Mennonite Encyclo
pedia be done. 



The Tung family: Stephen, Rebecca, Francis, Stanley, 
Mary Grace and Betty. 

A new Canadian 
UTho helped neUTer 
by Hilda Matsoo 

Throughout 1979 Francis Tung of the 
Winnipeg Chinese Mennonite Church 
welcomed South-East Asian refugees at 
the airport up to four times a day. "Boat
people," as the media called them. He 
helped refugees and sponsors in the task 
of orientation and served as an interpre
ter for two Chinese languages, Man
darin and Cantonese. From explaining 
the mysteries of apartment locks arid 
keys, to freezers which made food hard, 
was his ongoing task . Francis Tung, for
mer pastor of the Winnipeg Chinese 
Mennonite Church always rose to the 
occasion. If he erred at all in his duties 
of orientation, he may have forgotten, 
like the rest of us, to tell the "boat peo
ple" who they were. To recall the tenor 
of those refugee days, here is an anec
dote overheard by a sponsor. 

Canadian: "You - Boat - People?" 
Refugee: "No-oo." 
Canadian : You - come by Boat -

Water - You Come - to Winnipeg -
by boat!" 

Refugee: "No-o-o - we come by 
plane!" 

Not unlike the Canadian in the dia
logue, we often expected the refugees 
to accept matters as we saw them. 
Sponsors were anxious for rapid ac
culturation of their charges. Practically 
speaking, the idea of encouraging rapid 
blending of the cultures was good, but 
for go-betweens like Francis Tung an 
idea frought with difficulties. 

Here he was, himself a new Cana
dian, as of 1978, interpreting us, rank
and-file Canadians, to them, the re-

Canadians 
fugees . His warm-hearted urge to help 
met, however, with a certai n amount of 
opposition from his church group - a 
group consisting of immigrants and 
visa-students. Tung hasn't complained; 
in fact he insists there was good support 
from the church, and indeed there was. 
However, we all know about the op
position that so-called " do-gooders" 
meet with . There were pockets of dis
sent in all church groups, never mind 
immigrant church groups. There were 
those who said, "Nobody gave us any
thing," or "We had three or four diapers 
which we kept rewashing, nobody gave 
us 'Pampers'!" 

Those who remember the busy 
months when their particular refugees 
came, understand the demands on 
one's time and resources. Tung's friends 
remember his Biblical miles. When re
fugees arrived and no proper cloth ing 
was at hand, he went home and got 
some. Other friends recall a meal at 
Tung's home where a group of eight had 
onlv three or four rice bowls. One of 
Tu~g's children expl ained that their 
other bowls had gone to refugees . 
When Tung found a job for a refugee he 
took him there and brought him back 
rather than just handing the refugee a 
name and address. During this time the 
Chinese Mennonites met at Bethel Men
nonite for Sunday afternoon services . 
Mornings and evenings, however, were 
not always for leisure . Tung and his 
faithful helpers often spent mornings 
and even ings at special services for re
fugees elsewhere. 

A busy existence then, those years 
from M ay 1979 to 1981! Tung found 
himself boxed in by the needs of a fam
ily of five children, a wife working out
side the home, the needs of a church 
with a fluctuating student membership 
of about a hundred people and only ten 
to fifteen resident families. There were 
more specific problems also. The cul
ture shock experienced by refugees had 
to be dealt with . The bewilderment of 
sponsoring Mennonites trying to cope 
with questionable behaviour precipi
tated by culture shock or whatever, had 
to be dea lt with by Tung. Today, he feels 
that real differences between refugees 
and other people didn't even exist. 
Every group, he feels, has good and bad 
people . The few rotten apples he had to 
deal with were reprimanded sternly and 
with dispatch. One sponsor speaks can
did ly of that period. On one occasion, 
to ease the embarrassment of another 
imposition on Tung's time for the ser
vices of translation, they both agreed 
w ith a chuckle to learn each other's lan
guage when they had more time - in 
heaven . 

Tun g's church , as mentioned, cer
tainly was a bulwark. The Youth Fellow
ship especially was eager and suppor
tive of the need to minister to refugees of 
Chinese rac ial origin . There were sev
eral services in Steinbach, Morden and 
Altona and more regular services for a 
while at Landmark, not to mention 
monthly services in Winkler for a period 
of about a year and weekly services at 
the North Kildonan Mennonite Breth
ren Church for about a year. Many of us 
know of other services. 

What happened to the refugees? 
Some moved to other provinces, some 
took in Sunday morning services of 
sponsoring churches, and still others 
felt more comfortable with previously 
held bel iefs. Most importantly, neces
sary help was given when required and 
given unstintingly. "We did it for the 
Lord," says Tung. In retrospect,. it is 
amazing to see that in spite of all these 
extra duties, membership of the Win
nipeg Chinese Mennonite Church grew 
under Tung's leadership. 

Where does such a tower of strength 
and energy come from? Tung, son of a 
clothing merchant from Hunan prov
ince in Mainland China, was born in 
1930. Some three months before the 
communisttake-over in 1949, he fled to 
Hong Kong. It was in Hong Kong that he 
was baptized as a Lutheran, thanks to 
the min istering of a Norwegian mission
ary, Miss Rokke, who helped the home
less and friendless youth . She too had 
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taken refuge in Hong Kong after work
ing some thirty years in Tung's home 
province of Hunan . 

In Hong Kong Tung managed to com
plete high school and, by 1957, Bible 
School at an interdenominational 
school funded by Americans. By 1969 
he had completed a Bachelor of Di
vinity degree at the Hong Kong Theo
logical Seminary, a seminary supported 
by Lutherans from Germany and the 
Lutheran Church of America . After or
dination to the ministry he served in a 
Lutheran church in Hong Kong till 
1974, then with a congregation in the 
Philippines. In 1977 he was called to the 
Winnipeg Chinese Mennonite Church 
on the recommendation of Elisha Wu, 
one of the five founding members of the 
congregation. Wu was Tung's instructor 
at Bible School back in 1955. At the 
time of his arrival to Canada in 1978, 
Tung replaced a part-time pastor, 
Jonathan Chen. 

As so often happens after a period of 
time in a given congregation, there 
comes a time to move. Tung resigned 
from his position as pastor, and even
tually left in June of 1982 after four-and
a-half years of service with the church. 
Positions for Chinese-speaking clergy
men in Canada are of course scarce. 
Rather than uproot his family Tung and 

Poet's word 

Heimatlos 

his wife now manage Frank and Jean's 
restaurant on Ross Street, and although 
considering this a temporary arrange
ment, they are content. The children, 
ranging in age from nineteen to twenty
three, are students at the University of 
Manitoba. Grace is in pre-med, Betty in 
Education, Stephen in second year en
gineering, Stanley in pre-med and Mary 
in first-year studies. 

The two older girls now teach Sunday 
school at the Chinese Alliance Church 
while the other three attend the Chinese 
Mennonite Church . Francis Tung and 
his wife Rebecca have split their time 
between attendance at the two 
churches. There is a good possibility 
that Francis Tung will find himself more 
and more involved with Chinese-speak
ing students from Malaysia, of whom 
there are some two hundred at the Uni
versity of Manitoba, now that univer
sities in eastern Canada have raised 
their tuition fees for non-resident stu
dents. The Winnipeg Chinese Men
nonite Church in the meantime can 
consider itself lucky to have had a per
son as gentle and good-natured as Tung 
while it experienced its growing pains. 

Most immigrant churches experience 
a certain amount of friction in the 
power-structure of the church, very 
often because new Canadians encoun-

Ich hab ein Haus, doch bin ich heimatlos, 
Das ist die Kunde seit dem Mutterschoss 
Fur unser Volk, vom Schicksal weit zerstreut 
So war's am Anfang und so ist's noch heut: 
Ich hab ein Haus, doch bin ich heimatlos. 

Seit Menno Simons uns zum Aufbruch mahnte, 
Wohl keiner es wohl wusste oder ahnte; 
Dass wir zerstreut in aile Winde
Verheimlicht es, oh wenn ihr konnt dem Kinde: 
Ich hab ein Haus, doch bin ich heimatlos. 

Auch wenn uns fehlte Sicherheit, Gemache, 
Verband uns einst der Glaube und die eigene Sprache: 
Das ist das Wesen, unser innig Gut 
Das ist die Stimme, unser Lebensblut-; 
Ich hab ein Haus, doch bin icri heimatlos. 

Sie ist dahin, die Zeit wo sie noch lebte, 
Die Sprach im Sinn nach Einigkeiten strebte
- 1m Sinne Mammons stellte man die Weichen. 
Es wurde jeder jedem gleich - das war das Zeichen -
- Wir haben Hauser - bleiben aber heimatlos. 

- von Jack Thiessen 
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ter set-backs at work and in society be
cause of their strangeness in th at 
society. The church then becomes inor
dinately exposed to the frustrated 
whims of different personalities. If thi s 
has been the case here, the new minis
ter Barclay Chong now has the ball in 
his court. The recently purchased 
church building at 1010 Riverwood 
should also be a stabilizing influence. 

In the meantime, ' the man with the 
gentle chuckle, Francis Tung, will al
ways have a warm place in the hearts of 
refugees and sponsors, wherever he 
may be. 

KIRKFIELD 
HEATING CO. LTD. 
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
CONTRACTORS 

• HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING 
• SHEET METAL 
• WATER HEATERS 
• HUMIDIFIERS 
• ELECTRONIC AIR CLEANERS 
• FAN MOTORS 

SALES & SERVICE 

783-00n 
DAY OR EVENINGS 

592 ERIN ST. 

Oratorio '84 
The Mennonite Oratorio Choir 

with members of the 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra 

present 
Hayden's "The Creation" 

(sung in German) 
Conductor: William Baerg 

Soloists: 
Geraldine Patterson - Soprano 
John Martens - Tenor 
Mark Watson - Bass 

Date: 
Sunday, April I, 3 p.m. 

Place: 
Centennial Concert Hall 

Tickets: 
$6, $8, $10, $12 

Available at: 
ATO, MBBC, CMBC 
Covenant Bookstore 
Fellowship Bookcentre 
Hull Publishing Co. 

SPONSORS 

Canadian Mennonite Bible College 
George Wiebe, Conductor 

Mennonite Brethren Bible College 
William Baerg, Conductor 
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• This unusually cold winter is extra 
cold for those still facing extreme eco
nomic hardships. A group to which I 
belong, MEDA (for Mennonite Eco
nomic Development Associates), con
tinues to offer help to businesses, farms, 
and persons who are facing financial 
ruin. Several of us act as confidential 
liaisons between those in financial trou
ble and those who are doing Detter and 
have offered to help. More than a dozen 
"rescue operations" have been at
tempted in the past year. Though the 
economy seems to be improving, a 
number of people are still on the verge 
of collapse. The end of January and ear
ly February bring several more calls for 
help. I am deeply impressed by the 
willingness of some of our members to 
help. Numerous hours are spent offer
ing advice, and in some cases financial 
assistance. Several families and busi
nesses are able to avert disaster. Some 
others, unfortunately, are so deeply in 
debt that the best that can be done is to 
"buy time" from their debtors so that 
they can liquidate their assets in an or
derly fashion, hopefully coming out 
without large debts in the end, but also 
without their business. The persons af
fected are obviously put through a tre
mendous emotional wringer. However, 
without trying to make light of this, it is 
also clear that many persons have 
learned useful things about themselves 
and their operations. Why were certain 
things bought, when they weren't nec
essary? What values were used in judg
ing the trustworthiness of others? In the 
end the most important question is: 
"can we discover a new purpose for 
living which doesn't depend on finan
cial success?" That question should al
ways be at the center of our lives, but 
economic success can help us to forget 
it. Depending on what they make of it, 
those people who fail may not, in the 
end, be the ones that are most to be 
pitied. It is good, nevertheless, that dur
ing theirfall they can experience a safe
ty net of compassion. 

• The tedium of winter is somewhat 
dispelled in late January by a rousing 
performance by the Jewish Chai Folk 
Ensemble at the Centennial Concert 
Hall. What a group of well-trained and 
enthusiastic young singers and dancers! 
We have enjoyed several of their perfor
mances at Folklorama in summer but 
this is our first opportunity to see a full
stage production playing to a packed 
concert hall. When we go backstage 
later to congratulate the dirctor-chore
ographer, Jill Lhotka we are struck by 
how much smaller all of the performers 
seem at close range . Apparently even 
their physical stature was elevated by 
their performance on stage. 

An evening at the Manitoba Theatre 
Centre a few days later turns out to be 
much less enjoyable. The only produc
tion we have really liked this year was 
the Mikado. Recently an evening at the 
theatre has been interesting only be
cause it provides an opportunity to have 
dinner or a nightcap with good friends 
before or after. Maybe next time we'll 
just forget about the theatre and go on 
with the dinner. 

• An evening early in February is 
spent at the home of friends visiting with 
the writer, Rudy Wiebe. Wiebe's last 
novel, like his first one, is proving to be 
controversial. Though I don't consider 
myself to be a very literary person, I 
have tried to follow Rudy Wiebe's de
velopment as a writer and am as
tonished by the number of new doors he 
has opened, and the number that he has 
actually gone through. Sometimes in 
the past he gave the impression of open
ing more doors than he knew, but re
cently he has been opening them 
deliberately and forcefully. Some feel a . 
cold draft coming through those doors; 
others are caught up in the quest of what 
lies beyond them. The themes that 
Wiebe is exploring are indeed critical 
ones: the relationship between physical 
and spiritual love; the extent to which 
bounds can and should be placed on 
the expression of love. I am reminded 
during this visit with him of a passage in 
his last novel, where the daughter of the 
family cuddles up in bed with her par
ents and suggests that if two persons can 
be warm in bed together, three might be 

by Roy Vogt 

even warmer. As I recall, the mother 
repl ies to the effect that beds are, in 
fact, made for two, and in the long run a 
third person would make it uncomforta
ble. That mayor may not be one of the 
answers Wiebe is giving to the ques
tions he is posing. We, with our concern 
for "facts", and for pi nn i ng th ings 
down, are all too quick to attribute to 
novelists the views which they, perhaps 
to their own surprise, find their charac
ters expressing. It is always a pleasure to 
spend an evening with someone who is 
on a roller coaster of imagination. It is 
like discovering a new country, which 
will likely hold both pleasant and un
pleasant surprises. 

• Another evening, on a Saturday, is 
devoted to the reading of a novel by 
Andreas Schroeder, who was featured 
in the last issue of the Mirror. This is one 
of a series of literary evenings spon
sored by the League of Canadian poets, 
which is headed locally by Pat Friesen. 
The readings are held in the Mary 
Scorer Book Store and feature different 
writers each month. I personally enjoy 
them very much. One encounters here 
a very distinctive sub-culture within the 
Winnipeg community, made up inci
dentally of a number of people with 
deep Mennonite roots. Andreas' read
ing this evening is quite auto-biographi
cal and extremely interesting. It will be 
appearing shortly in book form. 

• A cold Sunday evening is spent at 
St. Paul's college on the university cam
pus, participating with several Catholic 
scholars on a panel dealing with the 
Catholic bishops' statement on the 
Canadian economy. I have been im
pressed for some time with the leader
ship of the Catholic church in relating 
Christian ethical values to economic 
and social issues. I was appalled last 
year when Prime Minister Trudeau, and 
some other political and business lead
ers, suggested that the church has 
nothing to say to such issues. Problems 
like unemployment have very serious 
moral dimensions and we have treated 
them for too long as mere technical ab
errations. The Catholic bishop on this 
evening's panel happens to have a 
Ph.D. in economics from Harvard Uni
versity. A large group of Catholic lay 
people and students turn out for the 
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evening and the discussion goes on till 
almost midnight. 

• A special mass for faculty and stu
dents is held at St. Paul's College one 
afternoon in February. I am one of sev
eral M ennonite professors who ac
cepted invitations a few years ago to 
become members of this college, in 
order to have regular dialogue with both 
Catholi c and non-Catholic scholars . 
The communion service, with its in
cense, is strange. I keep looking for the 
person with the unique perfume. Kneel
ing for prayer does not come naturally 
either but I am impressed by the simple 
message of Archbishop Exner. What is 
extremely disturbing, however, is the 
warning printed at the top of the pro
gramme: "since communion is an ex
pression of outward unity in the church, 
and since non-Catholics have chosen 
not to share in this unity with the Cath
olic Church, they are asked to refrain 
from taking communion." The whole 
purpose of the service is destroyed for 
me. It is not a personal insult but a 
travesty. The spirit of Christian commu
nion is being broken by placing fences 
around it. I would find it equally dis
maying if one of our Mennonite 
churches announced that only Men-

nonites could take part in the commu
nion . One small consolation in all this is 
that Catholics as well as Mennonites, 
indeed all of us, fall short of Christian 
maturity. 

• The second Sunday in February 
finds us at the Charleswood Mennonite 
Church, participating in a morning 
adult discussion' on economic justice. 
Meeting with members of this con
gregation is always an enriching experi
ence. They use the same study guide 
that we used in our congregation last 
year to explore Christian responses to 
affluence and income inequality. I have 
never felt that God created a world for 
us only to have us renounce its beauty 
and its opportun ities for enjoyment. But 
neither, obviously, can we pursue our 
own enjoyment with reckless disregard 
for the needs and rights of others. To 
maintain a balance here is our difficult 
task. 

• Visits to nursing homes this month 
bring us into contact with many people 
who are still surprisingly alert despite 
the infirmities of age. One older lady 
makes my day by asking each time, 
with a twinkle in her eye, whether I am 
married. 

• It is good to have our children pop-

ping in from abroad once in awhile . 
Our oldest daughter returns from Eu
rope understandably discouraged. A 
third appearance in the winter olympics 
was not to be. We are, of course, very 
proud of her and know that many other 
exciting adventures lie ahead'. 

• A tremendous pleasure in mid
February is provided by a visit to the 
William Kurelek exhibition of painting 
at the Museum of Man and Nature. 
There is not even a charge for this. 
Kurelek's prairie scenes are especially 
startling when seen in their original 
form on a broad canvas. One of his 
"propaganda" paintings features a man 
high up in a tree, cutting the limb on 
which he is sitting. It is entitled simply, 
"The Atheist". What Kurelek seems to 
be saying is that all human beings are 
perched very precariously on a high 
limb, but the atheist chooses to destroy 
even that frail support. Kurelek had a 
masterful imagination and it was good 
to see busloads of school children 
standing entranced in front of his work. 

• The end of February takes us once 
again to the woods of Hecla Island, for 
our annual weekend of cross-country 
skiing and a bathing-suit roll in the 
snow. Can Spring be far behind? 

mm 

1984 Mennonite World Conference Tours 
1. From Rome to Witmarsum 

- Church History Tour: 
June 30-July 21, 1984. 
Host: George Epp 

2. Soviet Union Tour: 
July 1-21, 1984 
Hosts: John Friesen and Abe Dueck 

3. The Church Through the Centuries: 
July 6-23, 1984 
Host: Waldemar Janzen 

4. Exploring the Middle East: 
July 9-23, 1984 
Hosts: David Schroeder and Gerald Gerbrandt 

5. CMC Choir !~~\io Europe: 
July 13-Au~ 1984 
Host: Helmut m}~er, Music Director; Bernie Neufeld 

6. Exploring Renaissance and Reformation Centres: 
July 11-August 9, 1984 
Hosts: Henry Krahn and Ken Reddig 

7. Austria, Hungary and the Soviet Union: 
July 29-Au~~97, 1984 
Hosts: AI R~~~ohn R. Friesen and Roy Vogt 
(Waiting list only) 

8. Central Europe Tour of Germany and Italy: 
July 30-August 14, 1984 
Host: John Bergen 

For complete details on these tours, please call: 

John Schroeder, Lori Neufeld, Hilda Driedger, Ruth Wiebe 

ASSINIBOINE TRAVEL SERVICE LTD. 
Portage at Broadway 

219-818 Portage Ave. , Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 

Phone: 775-0271 1-800-262-8893 (Toll-free outside Winnipeg) 
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(rrrn] review 
A disquieting, 
sometimes desperate feeling 
Night Travellers by Sandra Birdsell 
Turnstone Press, 7982, 782 pp. 
Reviewed by Heidi Harms 
Night Travellers is a collection of stories 
about a fam ily, set primarily in the fic
tional southern Manitoba town of 
Agassiz. The external shape of the larger 
story - a series of connected yet indi
vidual stories of varying lengths, told 
from varying points of view at different 
times - is singularly appropriate. The 
reader is allowed brief entry into each 
individual's private world, to experi
ence the inner reality, superimposed by 
the outer one of family, community, 
place. No disengaged narrator, here, to 
define, clarify, or perhaps suggest how 
things could be. It is a disquieting, 
sometimes desperate feeling one is left 
~ith. 

In the first story, "The Flood, " we see 
through the eyes of Maurice Lafreniere, 
the family father. Like some latter-day 
Noah, he has prepared for the flood, 
refusing to be intimidated by the skep
tics around him. He has learned that: 
"You listen and watch and you can feel 
what's going to happen. You don' t go by 

,**ANNUITIES *DISABILITY 
*LlFE *FIRE *TRAVEL 

P. J. THIESSEN 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

1228-1660 Henderson, Winnipeg R2G 1H7 
339-7302 

charts and expect. It's unpredictable." 
(p. 4) But it turns out he is unable to 
transfer ,this insight to his human rela
tionships. At the end of his life he is 
more isolated than ever from those pre
sumably closest to him; the only mock
ing remnant of his life's dream the 
forever unfinished hull of a boat in his 
backyard . 

Maurice yearns to know about his 
mother'S people while at the same time 
denying them: '"Ancient history .. . 
That has nothing whatsoever to do with 
me.'" (p. 23) he says, yet he feels 
"stricken, cut adrift" (p. 24) after turning 
his back on the unsavoury old man who 
claims to be his uncle. During the flood, 
when he wants to stay in town, it's be
cause "for once he didn't want to be on 
the outside, left out, but dead centre.'" 
(p.7) 

This sense of being pulled in different 
directions is not only a private, inner 
one: it's as though all the characters in 
these stories are trapped in a kind of 
huge, bizarre magnetic field, in which 
by some mysterious force they are at 
once attracted to and repelled by one 
another. Each character, at one time and 
in one way or another, says: If I could 
only be left alone! and : I don't belong. 

Inevitably, the illusion that there is in 
fact a place, where, if one could only 
get to it, one would be at peace, feel at 
home, is shattered. Lureen, the second 
daughter, in "The Day My Grandfather 
Died", who wants nothing more than to 
escape her Mennonitism ("Being Men
nonite was like having acne. It was 
shameful , dreary." (p. 131) and pursue 
her elusive French past, finds that 
"Grande Pointe .. . was a disappoint-
ment. (p. 133) ... The same muddy 
river ... ran along the edge of Agassiz 
. . . " (p. 135), and that "An old manis an 
old man, right? It doesn't matter what 
nationality" (p. 142). Mika, the Men-

mirror B;) -rrrn mix-up 

As man ha s mi s!!!!!!aged 
things, maybe it's time 
to let the opposite sex 

"cxx:x::t:fJ:A G E 
world affairs! 

There were 31 entries to the February 
Mix-up, and from among the correct entires, 
A. E. Hamm, of Winnipeg, was selected the 
winner. 

A cash prize is sent to each winner, 
Answers to February are heart, cupid, 

sweet, angel, ardor, and two lips. 
Now turn your attention to this month's 

puzzle. 
The letters are to be re-arranged and 

written in the squares to form words. Let
ters which fall into the squares with circles 
are to be arranged to complete the answer 
at the bottom of the puzzle; the drawing to 
the right provides a clue. 

A winner will be drawn from among the 
contest entries and the prize awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror office 
by March 20, 1984. 

Name 

Address 

City/Town 

Postal Code 

Send Entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203-818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
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~!!nonlte · · r T llrror 

A year-long 
look in 
The Mirror? 
Your Gift Subscriptions 
may be included on a 
separate sheet. 

Subscribe this week and you 
will receive the Mirror each 
month and see more of the 
magazine that tries to take a 
comprehensive look at what 
Mennonites -in Manitoba are 
doing. 

The Mirror is published 10 
times each year from Septem
ber to June. 

The current annual subscrip
tion (10 issues) is 
$8.50 for one year 
$15 for two years 

Send your cheque or money 
order, together with the cou
pon below to: 

'Mennonite Mirror 
203·818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg. Manitoba 

t-_R3G .!~!------------

name 

address 

city/town 

postal code 
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nonite mother and wife, after being 
confronted by. h er father about her 
nightly trysts with her lover, in a stark 
moment of honesty admits to hersel f: "1 
cry because I can't have what I want. 
.. . If I could have him, I wouldn't want 
him ." (p. 89) Betty, the eldest daughter, 
the "example", craves the safety of the 
"Wednesday circle": that magic circle 
of women whose power will free her 
from the trance in which old Mr. Joy 
(grotesque misnomer!) has held her for 
the past four years . But the words of 
truth she finally hears within the circle 
are not freeing ones: 'ff . .. We obey 
because we fear punishment, not be
cause we love.'" (p. 57) Her unspoken 
secret must remain with her - "The 
stone is back in her stomach. She feels 
betrayed ." (p. 57) - the only difference 
between this power and the one she 
already knows is its form. 

Freedom, for Maurice, comes finally 
with death : "He felt the bird's mighty 
strength in his hands ... . and then he 
was skimming across the top of the 
water, weightless, free, upstream on the 
river, . . . out to the broad mouth ... 
and there stretched before him the end
less blue of the giant lake." (p. 158) 

Betty eventually ach ieves, at incredi
ble cost, a kind of stability and peace: 
we see her, in the final story, "There is 

No Shoreline," as a married mother of 
four grown children, packing for her 
youngest child, "the one she's played 
Bach and Brahms to and hung delicate
sounding chimes above the crib for" (p. 
182). But the balance between what has 
made her and who she has become is a 
tenuous one. "ShE; has that ki nd of 
memory . ... this instant recalling of 
the past. It's a trick that she doesn't un
derstand or even want." (p. 160) The 
time in which she suddenly finds herself 
is a time of utter al ienation for her, just 
before and after the birth of her first 
child, the child she was forced to give 
away. The macabre abandoned grain 
elevator, with its creaking lift, rats scut
tling about in dark corners, and wide, 
unexpected cracks dropping into black 
emptiness, could as well be an image of 
Betty's inner world at that time as it was 
the actual "home" of a small boy and his 
father. Now, for a moment, she wants to 
tell her youngest child about that first 
child : "But she won't say it. She will, 
instead, move the memory out across 
an ancient lake and leave it there to find 
its rest among the glaciers." (p. 182) This 
deliberate and continual choosing, by 
which she maintains the balance she 
has so painfully attained, is a process 
we are all not unfamiliar with . 

mm 
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review (rllnJ 
The Name of the Rose: 
A book for booklovers 
A review by Victor Doerksen 
The first notices I saw of this book were 
in European papers, which praised a 
first novel by an Italian scholar in what I 
thought were lavish terms . After having 
appeared in German and other lan
guages, it now is available in a beautiful 
Engl ish version, excellently translated 
and produced. I succeeded in borrow
ing a copy from our book review editor 
and found myself captivated for the next 
several weeks. I am not a slow reader 
but there was something about this 
book that controlled my pace as I made 
my way through it. You may well ask: 
through what? 

This is a book about many things .. It 
tells a tale of murder and mystery in a 
monastery of the 14th century, while at 
the same time showing that small world 
to be a microcosm of the larger one of 
popes and emperors. It is a window on 
the struggles between theolog ical 

schools of thought and violent "hereti
cal" bands. It is a book about a library 
which is a dangerous labyrinth and the 
presence in it of a book considered too 
devastating to Christian orthodoxy. 

The mystery of this book and the mur
ders which occur are examined by a 
former inquisitor - who would be bet
ter su ited, after all - and as he and his 
assistant (who, incidentally, tells us this 
story) unravel the mystery, the reader 
will be struck from time to time with 
similarities between that "distant mir
ror", as Barbara Tuchman has called it, 
and our own time and experience. For, 
although this is indeed a novel of medi
eval adventure, blood and guts in
cluded, it is also a novel of reflection, of 
thought, and the reader's thoughts wi II 
unavoidably wander back into his own 
experience. That is what makes this 
book such absorbing reading. 

In a book so rich with allegory and so 



full of detailed description it would be 
foolish to simplify the fabric in order to 
explain the fabrication . But one may 
say, I think, that the title refers primarily 
to the love experience between the 
young monk Adso, the narrator, and a 
village girl who is forced to give her 
body in exchange for food. After a brief 
and passionate encounter the monk 
"spiritualizes" the event ("the whole 
universe is surely like a book written by 
the finger of God, in which everything 
speaks to us of the immense goodness of 
its Creator, in which every creature is 
description and mirror of life and death, 
in which the humblest rose becomes a 
gloss of our terrestrial progress ... ") 
and the rose remains nameless. We are 
informed, however, that she will be 
burned at the stake as a witch . 

Since this is a mystery story which is 
consumately told, although by a medi
eval linguist, one should not betray its 
conclusion. Suffice it to say that both 
the action and the reflection rise to an 
apocalyptic conclusion. Such a book as 
this one will not be quickly consumed, 
but it will likewise not be easily forgot
ten. 

Umberto fco, The Name of the Rose 
(New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 
1983k 502 pages, Hardcover $75.75. 
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diskussion 

Neunzehnhunderhnerundachbdg 
Das Jahr, das George Orwell seinem 
Zukunftsroman als Titel gab, ist da. Wie 
steht es eigentlich um den "grossen 
Bruder," der uns aile bewachen 5011, 
unsere Gedanken kennen noch bevor 
wir sie in Taten umgesetzt haben, uber 
uns Kontrolle uben, usw.? 

Noch sind wir Gott sei dank nicht so 
weit. In der Sowjetunion mag dieser 
Prozess schon viel weiter entwickelt 
worden sein. Das spurt man, zum 
Beispiel, wenn man sich dort als Tourist 
umtut. "Big brother" ist dort nicht sehr 
grosszugig aber doch uberall vor
handen. Das wissen unsere Geschwis
ter dort allzu gut und richten sich 
demgemass ein. 

Politisch und weltanschaulich ge
sehen, ist unser System anders. Nicht 
nur, dass dem Einzelnen in unserem 
Lande allerlei Rechte zustehen, son
dern auch, dass in der Neuen Welt seit 
eh und je uber solche Fragen anders ge
dacht wurde. Viele Einwanderer haben 
ja ganz absichtlich das alte autoritare 
System verlassen, um in der westlichen 
Welt etwas anderes aufzubauen. 

In den Vereinigten Staaten sieht man 
den Unterschied vielleicht am besten. 
Hier hat der einzelne Hausbesitzer oft 
seinen Revolver auf dem Schlaftisch 
liegen, damit er sein ,Recht' behaupten 
kann, koste es was es wolle. 

Wir Mennoniten sollten auch in 
solchen Fragen eine bestimmte 
Meinung oder Uberzeugung haben, 
eine Haltung die aus unserer eigenen 
Geschichte hervorgeht. In der Ge
schichte - und auch in unserer - ist 
die jeweilige Regierung doch wohlofter 
dem big brother ahnlich gewesen . Wie 
haben wir uns dazu gestellt? 

Zuerst reagierten unsere Vorfahren 
mit Protesten und Demonstrationen, 
oder Flucht - wie man aus den Tau
ferakten lesen kann. Solche radikale 
Menschen wurden nicht geduldet und 
mussten getbtet oder ausgewiesen 
werden. Spater wurden wir Menno
niten die Stillen im Lande und produk
tive Bauern, die sich mit der Zeit 

weniger und weniger dem Staat wieder
setzten. Wir gaben die Wehrlosigkeit 
sogar da und dort auf, um bessere Bur
ger zu sein. 

Nun sitzen wir in einem freien Lande 
und konnen fast alles tun und lassen. 
Wir durfen unsere ,Privilegien' be
halten und konnen trotzdem auch un
sern Teil dazusprechen. Durch unsere 
Abgeordnete im Parlament und Politi
ker, die lang nicht mehr im Lande still 
sein wollen, haben wir Ansehen und 
politische Macht gewonnen. Wie steht 
es da um den "grossen Bruder," von 
dem Orwell schrieb? 

Es will mir so scheinen, dass die Ent
wicklung des Staatsapparats, wovon 
Orwell angstlich traumte, nicht so sehr 
von der Politik oder sogar der-Ideologie 
abhangt, sondern eben von der Tech
nologie und der gesellschaftlichen ,Ent
wicklung'. Sicher werden Politiker und 
andere gegen die ,Invasion der Privat
sphare' wettern, aber der pol itische 
Unterschied wird letztenendes ein 
Gradesunterschied sein, gegenuber der 
allgemeinen systematischen ,Erfas
sung' der Bevolkerung. 

Wie wir Autos und Flugzeuge den 
alten Beforderungsmitteln vorziehen, 
so bejaht unsere Gesellschaft auch die 
Computer und andere Mittel, die unser 
Leben ,erleichtern ' sollen. Das heisst: 
,the path of least resistance', und das 
hat mit Politik wenig zu tun. 

Da haben solche Gruppen, wie die 
Mennoniten, die sich angeblich fUr an
dere Werte i nteressieren, vielleicht 
einen Beitrag zu leisten. In unserer of
fenen Gesellschaft ware es durchaus 
denkbar, dass wir dazu etwas zu sagen 
hatten, oder? Oder, kann es sein, dass 
wir uns erst ganz dem gesellschaft
lichen Gefuge fugen, und dann zusam
men mit allen anderen uber die Or
well'schen Verhaltnisse klagen? 

- V. G. Doerksen 
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(~ the ROel's Winter Sunset 

worH u~~: ~~;~e:s~~II00" 

Dankeschoen 

Your warm words 
c ircle me 
like a wool coverlet 

I fall into a fetal curl 
Retie the umbilical cord 

and nestle 
in the green fluid 

glides idly westward 
Blaz ing in the winter sky 

where black claws 
of d istant trees 
forming a shelterbelt 
grasp at the illusive ball 

But it rolls past 
to kiss the fa r horizon 

Blanketing the wrinkled 
white fields 
with a golden coverlet 

Then slowly expires 

Alcoholic 

Lambent limbs 
And qu ivering voice 
Vomiting excuses 
For the fiery liquid 
Bribed by Bacchus 
To nourish some latent genesis 
As preyed upon Prometheus 
So subtle, that Eve fails to fathom 
Her deceitful demon 
And exorcise it. 
Deeper, deeper 
Into death's despair 
Until 

To be born anew 
cradled 
in the halo 
of your love. 

in a yellow mushroom flame 
swelling skyward 

An anguished cry of "Help Me!" 
Rends the air 
Red fetus flowers into painful bloom 
With green and green and green 
And golden sunsets. 

from whence it came 
Delaying the darkness. 

- Betty Dyck 
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Denny's Meat Market 
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S"Q"" PROPRIETOR 

ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE 

SIMCOE MOTORS LTD. 
Owner: Henry Suderman 

850 Notre Dame Ave. 

786·6506 
"Ouallty Work at Fair Prices - Over 25 Years" 
Domestic and Foreign Cars and Light Trucks 

Courtesy Car Available 

ART KROEKER 
204 Grant Park Plaza 

Bus: 284-0570 
Res: 269-7467 

Your Personal 
Financial Advisor 

OFFERING YOU: 
* Retirement and Estate Planning * Investment for Capital Growth 
* Income Tax Counselling * Brokered Annuities * Life and Disability Insurance 
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JOHN FEHR INSURANCE 
1050 Henderson Highway 

Phone: 338-7811 

HOMEOWNERS PACKAGE 
COMMERCIAL· FIRE· LIFE 

AUTHOR~ED ~ AGENT 

Courteous Professional Service 

___ Call us for a Quotation for all your Insurance needs __ _ 

G Anita Quiring 
\Jill the PERMANENT 

• Rcal Estate Division Canada Permanent Trust Company 

ying or Selling? Let Me Explain Our Unique 
"21 Day Cycle" To You 

Call Me 
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'!\ n Unbealable Real ESlate Combination" 

GERMAN SPOKEN 

Edelweis Florist 
1110 Henderson Hwy. 

Phone 339-5515 

"The Small Shop with the Personal Touch" 



TIesses Heinije enndee 
Schwienstsoagel 
by Victor Peters 
Nie-Chortietz lach aum Nippa, enn 
wea enn sea grootet Darp. Daut haud 
sogoa Dwaagaussen. "Nie" meent nich 
daut daut Darp nie wea. Ett wea oolt. 
"Nie" kaum fomm hoagdietschen "Nie
der," enn meend ejentlich lajch. Daut 
eene Enj fomm Darp wea 500 lajch daut 
ett emm Farjoa emma emm Nippa 
'duckt. De Nippa wea enn groota Riwa 
enn Russlaund, enn wann dee awa
schwamd dan stund daut haulwe Darp 
kjneedeep emm Woata. 

F'e lariga Tiet lawd emoal enn Maun 
dee heet Cornies. Daut wea soone Oat 
Kjeisa manke dietsche Lied. Dee wull 
de Nie-Chortietza utsiedeln, enn opp'm 
Boaj aunsiedlen. Oba dee Kjaisa-Cor
nies kaum ut de Molosch: Dee wist nich 
wofaal de Nie-Chortietza fomm Nippa 
hilden. Dee weasen Cornies de Tung, 
en uck aundre Staden fonn are Anato
mie, oba bios wann hee wajch kjitjt. 
Soon Spoas festund Cornies nich. 

Enn de Nie-Chortietza bleewen sturr. 
See trokken nich wajch. Enn too Koffe 
ooda uck Prips naume se nich Borm
woata. Doatoo musst Nippawoata sen
nen. Enn Kaunada femist miene Groot
mutta bloos eent: Nippawoata toom 
Koffee. 

Miene Mutta staumd fonn Nie-Chor
tietz. Etj wort dort nich jeboren, oba aus 
de Machnowtse onse lebieda aujestetjt 
haude, kaum etj aus Kjint doa han. Etj 
kunn nich emoal plautdietsch . Daut 
wea enn groote Fala . 

Enn N ie-Chortietz rad j ieda Mensch 
plautdietsch. Uck de poa Russen 
woone doa wohnden , 500 aus Schmet
Gersenok, enn uck luden, wann se doa 

hankaumen . Festoanen deed ji eda 
Hund , Kaut, Kaulf enn Pead plau t
dietsch. Wann Tiesses Heintje "Stic
katz" sad , dan randen de Kotasch . Dee 
randen soogoa wann se Heintje bloos 
koamen san. Hee wea too Kauten enn 
bat hundsch. 

So aus etj aul sad, etj kunn aus Kjint 
nich plautdietsch. Aus wie no Nie
Chortietz trokken wear etj fereascht 
stell , enn noa enn Moonat kunn etj 
schmock plautdietsch. 

Oba etj wea nich en ajchta Dietscha, 
sade de lunges. Miene Mutta nannd mi 
"Witja", daut wea rusch fe "Victor" . 
Kjeena emm Darp heet Victor. 

"Waut ess daut ferr enn Noame?" 
froagen de lunges. "Ha jie enn jun Frint
schoft Schwoaben ooda Preissen?" 

Eena haud bedentjen: "Woo woaren 
de Lied die nannen wann du befried 
best? Lied heeten lasch Rampels, Isaak 
Boajes, ooda Dertj Dytj, oba waa heet 
aul Victor Petasch? Due woascht 'Doft' 
heeten. Diene Mutta weet daut bloos 
nich. " (Too "David" saden de Russen 
"Witka", en dee Noame wea ok. Etj 
hopd etj heet "Widka", oba doatoo 
wear it too loat.) 

Doa wearen noch aundre Sac hen dee 
doarop hand ieden daut etj nich too de 
Darpsjemeend jehead. Aule lunges 
emm Darp, wann se eascht 8 ooda 9 loa 
oolt wearen, droagen lange Betjse. Etj 
must korte droagen . De lunges wudden 
mie jetjrajelt haben, oba doa haud etj 
jletj. 

Emm Darp wohnden Obraum Dyt
jen, enn dee hauden eenen lungen. Dee 
heet Albert, enn wea enn groota Scher
waunda . "Albert" wea uck nich enn 
Noame 500 aus Peeta, lehaun ooda 

Hendritj, oba emmahan fa! bata aus 
"Victor". 500 aus etj sad, Albert w ea 
enn stoatja Benjel, enn am jintz nuscht 
500 goot aus borotsen. 500 sade se enn 
Russlaund too "feiten". Wann de lunges 
Albert jetjreijeld hauden, dann haud'a 
dan jeheerich feschmaat. 

Albert haud bloos ne Steefmutta. 
Daut gaunse Darp nand aa Taunte 
Liese. See wea Albert seea goot, enn 
nand am emma "Ons Albertje." Albert 
jleijcht daut nich, oba hee wea ar uck 
goot. Wann lunges am "Ons Albertje" 
nanden, dan fedrasc ht hee an. Oba 
Fruehlied kunn maun nich fedujen , 
weens nich mank dietsche Mensche. 

Taunte Liese wea Albert 500 goot, 
daut hee emma must schmock aujetrok
ken sennen, enn dO'atoo jeheaden korte 
Betjse. Enn daut wea mien lletj. Bie 
Albert saute de Fuste locka. Eemool sad 
Tiesses Heintje too mie, "Na, motst 
korte Betjse droagen?" Enn donn sach 
hee Albert, enn stusd auf. Hee kunn sich 
twee Doag nich opp'e Gaus wiesen, 
sest haud Albert am fedonnat. 

Etj hilt opp Albert. Oba uck opp 
Tiesses Heintje. Dee wist aules. Etj wist 
nich emoal waut 'ne Pluets ess, enn hee 
wist soogoa woa dee emm Schwien 
wea. Daut haud hee jeseenen, biem 
Schwiensch lachten . 

Eenmol haud wie Schwien 
jeschlacht. "Brinj dem Tsoagel mett noa 
School," sad Heintje too mie. Wann 
Heintje sad, dann deed etj daut uck. 

Enne School saut wie opp eene lange 
Bentj, enn ferr ons sauten eene Reaj 
Maatjes. Wie hauden foaken Doms, 
stoaken are Tsap enne Tintbuddel, enn 
aundre Sachen. Nu spaid Heintje dam 
Tsoagel Niefelds Auna hinjen aum 
Kjleed. Enn foats doaropp sad de Leara 
see sull noa de Waundtoafel koamen. 
Daut kunn Heintje je nich weaten, sest 
haud hee daut niemoals jedoanen. 

See stund aune Waundtoafel, enn 
wist nich woaromm aula lachte. Donn 
sach de Leara dan Tsoagel. Leara Peeta 
Panna kunn mett groote Lied spoasen, 
oba nich enne School. 

"Wer hat den Schweineschwanz mit
gebracht?" froach hee, enn 500 strenj, 
etj schord meist toop. "leh" sad etj, 500 

lieseltjes aus etj kunn . 500 aus enn Sch
woatj kaum Leara Panna bat onse Reaj. 
Enn donn sad Heintje daut etj haud dan 
Tsoagel jebrocht, oba hee haud dam 
aujespald. 

Dee Leara fewiracht Heintje fe onse 
Oage, enn meistjes haud'a uck mie. Etj 
wea gauns ejischichtat. Heintje enn etj 
jinjen toop noa Hus. Etj haud noch 
niemols Schacht jetjraajen oba Heintje 
wea Schmaa jewahnt. Hee meend, dee 
Spoas wea Priejel goot weat. 
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Does God assign His work 
according to the sex of His servant? 

Last w eek a friend called our home shortly before supper. 
My husband answered, "Could I speak to Ruth ," the caller 
asked, "or is she busy in the kitchen making supper?" " No," 
Roy said, "she is relaxing in the living room reading the paper, 
and I am in the kitchen making supper." My incredulous 
fri end laughed when I came to the phone, and asked whether 
my husband, as usual , was joking. As a matter of fact, this 
time he was serious. Several years ago, when I was busy 
taking courses, he offered to help with some of the household 
tasks, and we. have both appreciated the ways in which we 
can pursue different interests and help each other out. 

• at a recent gathering of Mennonite people, the chair
person referred to the "brotherhood" during the discussion, 
and then hastily corrected himself and added "sisterhood." A 
good number of the people present found the correction very 
amusing . 

• in the Mennonite institution where I taught for many 
years, it was not taken for granted that the women would 
always make the coffee; nor that a woman should automat
ically be the secretary at staff meetings; women were given 
the opportunity to share jobs and thus use their intellectual 
talents and training, and also keep up with their respon
sibilities at home. (Chapel talks were given by both male and 
female staff members, and there were few chapels that failed 
to stir and inspire me spiritually). 

The above examples show that some men have become 
sensitive to the fact that women wish to be treated arid 
accepted as equals. This sensitivity is greatly appreciated . 

Our church community has traditionally been male-dom
inated and male-oriented. In its attitude towards women, 
rather than taking a leadership role, the church has tagged 
along behind society, kicking and screaming against change. 
Manitoba women received the right to vote in 1916; it took 
much longer for most Mennonite congregations to enfran
chise their "sisters ." Perhaps Mennonite women should have 
chained themselves to the church railings before the Sunday 
morning services. The fact that so much change has taken 
place in the past 50 years begs the question as t6 how much of 
our "theology" is really only "tradition." Not so long ago, 
women were not expected to speak up in the Bruderschaft 
meeting, sit on church councils; serve as deacons. This is 
nowadays accepted in most congregations. Most church con
gregations now feel comfortable accepting communion 
served by women. How many would have done so 20 years 
ago? 

Despite the changes that have taken place, most Men
noni te congregations do not allow women to participate fully 
in the life of the church. Even though there are at least one
third as many women as men enrolled in our seminaries and 
Bible schools, women are still expected to "keep silent in the 
church." Is it not hypocritical to keep up the enrollment in our 
theological training institutions by accepting women , and 
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then slam thedoor in their faces when they graduate, refusing 
them ordination - even though they are qualified to serve in 
the pastorate? Has God neatly divided gifts along sex lines ? 
Must biology forever be destiny? My understanding of the 
teaching and life of Jesus is that he was open and positive 
towards women; by His attitude to the Samaritan woman and 
the woman who had an issue of blood and was therefore 
"unclean, " He showed that here, as in other situations, He 
was prepared to reject the attitudes of the past and show us a 
new way. 

My concerns about the current attitudes of many, not all, 
of our churches, are threefold. Firstly, by taking literally the 
admonition that women keep silent in the church, we fall into 
immediate contradictions and problems of definition. What is 
the "church?" Is the church only the sanctuary where we 
meet during a Sunday morning worship service? Why do we 
allow women to teach Sunday school and give reports , and 
not to preach behind the pulpit? Why do we allow female 
missionaries to preach, teach and head committees - but 
only on the mission field? Secondly, how can we accept a 
theology which categorizes half of the human race as being 
inferior to the other half - we who believe that "there is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Jesus 
Christ." That sort of attitude is psychologically harmful to all 
parties. 

Thirdly, it is tragic that the church is depriving itself by 
fail ing to take advantage of the multiplicity of gifts of both 
male and female . We cannot live in the past. Women no 
longer are completely tied down with childbearing and 
household tasks. They are participating equally in the work 
force with men. Some church conferences, and organiza
tions such as MCC, have made some efforts to include more 
women in their decision-making bodies, yet the number at 
present is still disproportionately low. It appears that ' few 
churches appoil)t women to such boards as that of MCC 
(Manitoba), even though so much of the crucial work for that 
organization is done by women. 

Our church members can benefit immeasurably from the 
insights and gifts that women could bring to a pastoral minis
try. One Mennonite congregation in the city, to its credit, has 
made a conscious effort in the past few years to include 
women in pastoral roles : I doubt that any member of that 
church feels that he or she has been spiritually deprived 
because of this choice. 

Women as well as men appear to feel threatened by the 
suggestion that women assume non-traditional roles. We all 
need to search our hearts and ask why we do not wish to share 
fully, together, in the task of building God's Kingdom here on 
earth. 

- Ruth Vogt 
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At Friesen Printers we have 
been working hard at 
improving our system of 
service to our customers. In 
fact , the hard work has been 
recognized by the National 
Association of Printers and 
Lithographers who named 
Friesen Printers as one of the 
best-managed producing 

graphic arts companies in the 
United States and ' Canada. 

We at Friesen Printers have a 
talented staff dedicated to 
serving our customers better. 

(e Friesen Printers 
Altona, Manitoba 
Telephone: (204) 324-6401 


