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We go where the crop is picked ... 

for the pick of the crop! 
~,-,-..-

Our buyers are in the growing areas regu larly selecting produce 
to bring to you . We believe that's the only way to give you 
the pick of the crop. Go where the crop is grown. Stand in 
the fields and hear the ripe asparagus snapped . Feel a juicy 
tree-ripened peach . Let your mouth water a bit. When 
produce is good enough for our buyers, 
it's perfect for your table. 

Out in the growing areas for you every day. 

a little bit more 
... from Safeway 



ForeWord 
Christmas is usually remembered for the pleasant memories it conjures, and we 
would be poorer without memories like that. But with the pleasant memories also 
come the "difficult" ones, and in her article, The Gift, Ruth Vogt recalls a visitto her 
hospital ized mother, a visit that came weeks after her admission . 

No Christmas memory is complete in our circles without some memory of 
food. Mary Enns compiles five recipes from her own "text kitchens" that are both 
favorites and flavorful. 

Frances Fast explores another aspect of the holiday season, the New Year. In 
her story a boy discovers all the memories that make up a whole year. 

Helmut-Harry Loewen provides a page-long insight into the main papers at the 
conference that explored relationships between the General Conference and 
Mennonite Brethren churches. 

Man itoba news this month runs to several pages and represent a collection of 
news and notes on people many readers may know. 

There is a I ate report of a student tri p to Germany, both east and west by Karen 
Braun a grade 12 student at Westgate. 

100 reviews, one of the Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre opera presentation and 
the other in German of a German book. 

The German section is larger than usual and features a lot of poetry, including 
an excerpt from Das Marchen vom Weihnachtsmann by Waldemar Janzen . 

Finally, Rog Vogt concludes this edition with a Christmas meditation. 
If you haven't seen or purchased the Low-German anthology, A Sackful of 

Plautdietsch, you should not hesitate too long- it is selling very well and there are 
those who are predicting that it will become a best-seller. 

The Cover: Is a sketch from Das Marchen vom Weihnachtsmann. 

K. S. Tours, Ltd., Presents 

Texas/Mexico 
for only $1,190 p.p. twin 

This 19 day, escorted tour, will take you south in a relaxing, carefree 
atmosphere. During your stay in Texas you will: 

• Spend a week on the Gulf of Mexico 

• Shop and sightsee at 2 Mexican cities. 

• Take in the historical sites, old and new, which figure prominently 
in American History, such as the Alamo and the NASA Space 
Center. 

• Enjoy the scenery of the Davy Crockett and Sam Houston Na
tional Forests. 

This tour departs Jan. 10, and February 7,1984. For further details on this 
tour, or for information on our other tours for 1984 (Arizona/New Mexico, 
Arkansas, British Columbia, Yellowstone National Park, Black Hills, New 
Orleans/World's Fair, New England, and the Golden Isles of Georgia) 

Phone n4-S479 

or write to 

K.S. Tours, Ltd., 
#207-818 Portage Ave., 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
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'Two tliousand times of snow declare 
'That on tlie Christmas of tlie year 
'There is a sin.ging in tlie air; 
and all who listen for it hear 
a fairy chime, a seraph strain, 
'IiiLling :He is born again, 
- cfhat aLL we Love is born again. 

James Stephens 
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Winter, England, in late 1946. Still 
reeling from the effects of war, the coun
try had to contend with some dirty tricks 
that Mother Nature had up her sleeve. 
Unprecedented low temperatures 
caused untold misery; in the poorly 
insulated homes, pipes froze, swelled 
and burst; fuel was scarce; people suf
fered. 

For our family, it was not the incle
ment weather that made life so difficult 
that winter. My mother had become ill 
during the autumn and my father had 
recently found a new job in a different 
city. Domestic help was almost impos
sible to obtain in those days - besides, 
my father couldn't really afford to pay a 
housekeeper even if one had been avai 1-
able. 

Sometime in October I went to live 
with a school friend, O lga, an only 
child whose parents felt that my compa
ny would be good for her. At first I 
thought it was marvellous - a great 
adventure, like a prolonged sleepover. 
The Braisby's were kind to me, she 
never scolded the way my mother did , 
and I thoroughly enjoyed being spoiled . 
What a relief not to have the constant 
scraps with my two sisters, to have so 
few household chores, not to have to 
take my baby brother for long walks in 
his pram! 

I shall never forget Hallowe'en night 
of that year. I had been invited to a party, 
my first Hallowe'en party, and had a 
marvellous time dunking for apples and 
trying to eat apples dangling from a 
string, no hands allowed. When I re
turned, Mrs. Braisby told me that my 
mother had been taken to hospital. I 
was stunned. "When?" I asked. "In the 
morning. By ambulance." "Why didn't 
you tell me before I went to the party?" 
"I didn't want to spoi I the party for you." 

I felt totally betrayed. I was only nine 
years old, but I felt that I had a right to 
know, to be informed. "When can I go 
and see her?" Silence. English hospitals, 
in their great wisdom, did not allow 
children under 12 to visit, because of 

The Gift 
A Christmas story by Ruth Vogt 

the risk of infection. My older sister was 
10, but large for her age, so she matured 
by 2 years overnight, and was allowed 
to visit regularly. This only increased my 
feeling of outrage. 

Kindly neighbours looked after my 
two sisters and brother during the week 
while my father was away. On the week
ends we all returned to the cold, 
gloomy house, on several occasions 
having to spend hours cleaning up the 
water from the burst pipes. 

Soon my situation at the Braisby's be
came intolerable- in my mind at least. 
The novelty of living with someone else 
had quickly worn off. My friend Olga, 
quite justifiably, began to look upon me 
as a usurper, and we bickered con
stantly. I wanted to go home, and to stay 
home. I wanted the fami Iy confl icts with 
which I was familiar and were a part of 
me. I missed my little brother, my par
ents, my home. 

Christmas approached. Mother re
mained in hospital. Father was tense, 
pre-occupied. Only in retrospect can I 
imagine the burden that he was carrying 
that winter. With the selfishness of a 
nine-year-old, I thought only of myself. 

On Christmas Day we were all to 
have a special treat. The hospital al
lowed children to visit for that day only. 
It was grey, dull , and cold. Shortly after 
lunch we all packed into the car for the 
short drive to the hospital - a forbid
ding red-brick building on the edge of 
the city. 

I was tense with apprehension , ex
citement. We all knew, of course, that 
we were to be on our best behavior. 
Father anxiously checked our hair, our 
faces, our clothes. Yes, we looked pre
sentable. Mother had always liked us to 
be tidy. 

As we walked down the long corridor 
to the ward, I started to shake uncon
trollably. The pecul iar hospital smell 
was making me feel sick. But that was 
not the real problem. I knew that, more 
than anything else, I wanted to cry. And 
I knew that I must not. On Christmas 

Day, seeing your mother for the first 
time for several months, it would not be 
nice to cry. The lump in my throat grew 
larger as we approached the ward . 

And then we were there. There lay 
my mother, fra i l and weak. The virus 
that had raged through her body had left 
her unable to walk, caused her joints to 
swell, and weakened her vocal chords 
so that she could barely talk. I was 
stunned. This was my mother, who was 
never still, who was always bustling 
around the house, or sitting in her spe
cial chair by the fireplace, knitting nee
dles clicking as she made countl ess 
sweaters and socks for us? Now her 
hands lay on the sheets , red and 
swollen, inactive. 

We stood in an awkward circ le 
around the bed. Conversation was diffi
cult. After all, what does one say to 
one's mother? The usual household talk 
about dishes, or homework, was inap
propriate now. After several months, the 
gap was too wide. There was too much, 
and nothing, to say. 

And besides, this overwhelming de
sire to cry was becoming a major prob
lem for me. It is hard to talk when your 
throat has an enormous lump. I shifted 
from one foot to another, clenched and 
unclenched my fists, stare9 hard at the 
other patients, at the grimy windows. 
My mother must not see that I was upset. 
I must not spoil her Christmas. 

I don't recall how long the visit last
ed . I do recall the immense relief I felt 
when Father indicated that it was time to 
leave. Dutifully we kissed Mother good
bye, and trooped back down the long 
corridor, past the small Christmas tree 
somehow trying to bring life to that joy
less place. 

As we rode home, listened to the 
King's speech, opened our gifts, I had a 
small feeling of satisfaction. I had not 
cried. And that was my gift for my moth
er for that year. 

mm 
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CHRISTMAS 1983 
LET us ALL STRIVE FOR 

AND PRAY FOR 

From among the 49 entries to the 
November Mix-Up, J. M. Klassen, of Plum 
Coulee, was selected the winner. A cash 
prize is on its way. 

Answers to the November puzzle were 
serve, allot, assist, foster, donate, relief. 

Now turn your attention to this month's 
puzzle. 

The letters are to be re-arranged and 
written in the squares to form words. Let
ters which fall into the squares with circles 
ate to be arranged to complete the answer 
at the bottom of the puzzle; the drawing to 
the right provides a clue. 

A winner wi" be drawn from among the 
contest entries and the prize awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror office 
by December 29, 1983. 

Name 

Address 

City/Town 

Postal Code 

Send Entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203-818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
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The Loan you need 
jor the things 
you want ... 

• CROSSTOWN W CREDIT UNION LTD. 
171 Donald Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C IM4 

1250 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3G OT6 

1200 Henderson Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R2G lL6 

947-1243 783-7081 338-0365 

Serving the Mennonite People of Manitoba. 

RHOSP DEADLINE - Dec. 31st 



Preparing for Christmas in Mennonite 
Kitchens 
by Mary M. Enns 

E very culture, every nation embellish
es the celebration of the Christmas sea
son with preparation of special, mostly 
traditional foods. From Germany come 
recipes of Weinachtsstollen, · Leb
kuchen or the Nuerenburgers, where 
little mounds of rich, spicy, nutty dough 
are baked upon tiny rice paper wafers. 
From Sweden comes the Pepparkakor, 
cut into animal shapes. From the Penn
sylvania Dutch, whose ancestors came 
from Europe, we have the Springerle 
imprinted with animals, flowers, fruits 
or castles. This, I ike the Italian Biscotti, 
is a dunking cookie. The Swiss give us 
the chocolate cookie where the recipe 
asks for four cups of ground almonds. 
The Kourabiedes is a Greek cloud con
coction with a clove sitting on the top of 
each cookie . Another Greek delicacy is 
spiced with the Syrian mah tepi which is 
taken from the kernel of black cherries. 
The gold or silver coin inside the cake 
assures good fortune to him who finds 
it. Yugoslavia boasts the Potica, a yeast
dough roll rich with a chocolate-nut
honey filling. From Holland we have 
the thin, lacy and crisp Kletskoppen. 
Scotland offers the fruit and nut Dundee 
Cake, France the Buche de Noel, a Yule 
log, and England the fine Twelfth Night 
Cake. 

The culinary artist of the Mennonite 
kitchen has incorporated many foreign 
recipes into her own repertoire. 

' However when Advent and Christmas 
come along all of us fall back on a few 

good old fashioned Mennonite recipes 
to help us capture the Christmas spirit. 
At our house the research into the rec
ipe files begins in November and when 
First Advent arrives we are prepared to 
celebrate this with family and friends. 

Nostalgia surrounds everyone of 
these recipes for it seems everyone has 
a story. Years ago at a luncheon in Van
couver the piece de resistance was 
Wurst Bobat. Delicious! Nourishing! 
Quick to do! 

Wurst Robat 
1 package of yeast dissolved the us

ual way in 1/ 2 cup water 
2 eggs beaten 

1 1,12 cups warm milk 
1 teaspoon salt 
3 teaspoons sugar 
1 pound Mennonite sausage 

3 1,12 cups flour 
Mix with a spoon and let stand for 1 
hour. Spoon over raw sausage in cake 
pan and let stand another hour. Bake at 
375 for 45 minutes. Serve hot. Freezes 
well. 

My mother's friend, a rather elegant 
lady with snowy hair who makes a mar
velous pot of Borscht honoured me with 
her recipe of the old-fashioned Pepper
mint Cookies. The only problem here is 
to know when to stop eati ng yet another. 

Peppermint Cookies 
1 cup of whipping cream 
2 eggs, beating only the whites 

11/1 cups of white sugar 
3/ 4 tablespoon of Baking Ammonia 

dissolved in a little warm water 
2 teaspoons Baking Powder 

1,12 teaspoon of peppermintoil 
31,14 cups of flour 
Mix and bake at 375 degrees. Glaze 
with a thin glaze of icing sugar and 
boiling water. 

From the 211 Bredin Drive research 
kitchen comes a recipe that our friends 
have found unique and delicious. In 
1967 on our private travels in the East
ern Provinces we ate a cookie we 
thought unexcelled. From then on I 
searched for a recipe like it but found 
none until we were guests at the Fundy 
View Tourist Home in St. John, N.B. 
Back home once again no medical team 
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could have put more love into the re
building of this recipe from a Scots
French-Canadian cookie into a Men
nonite one. The new product is just 
what I was looking for and it was re
named : 

. Mary's Wagon Wheels 
lV2 cups of margarine 
1 If., cups white sugar 

V2 cup of molasses 
1 cup of honey 
4 eggs beaten 
6 full cups of flour 
4 teaspoons cream of tartar 
4 tablespoons warm water 
6 teaspoons Baking Soda 
1 teaspoon ginger 

V2 teaspoon cinnamon 
V4 teaspoon star anis seed and touch 

of sa lt 
Mix well and place in fridge overnight. 
Rollout to almost V2 inch thickness and 
cut with large round cutter. Bake at 350 
degrees. When cool put two cookies 
together with mint jelly or a tart plum or 
gooseberry jam. Store. When serving 
ice generously with a rich butter or mar
garine icing flavoured with vanilla and a 
touch of pineapple and strawberry fla
vouring. Keep icing in readiness in 
freezer and ice cookies as needed. 
When serving cut cookies into four and 
place on silver platter, peak upward . 

From Winnipeg and a friend who is 
no longer with us comes a recipe of the 
delicate Honey Cookies. 

Honey Cookies 
1 cup of Honey 
1 cup of white sugar 
1 cup of butter or margarine 
2 eggs 
4 cups of flour 
2 teaspoons Baking Soda in hot water 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 

V2 teaspoon nutmeg 
V2 teaspoon cloves 
V4 teaspoon star an is seed 

Mix and let stand overnight. Roll out 
with a round, medium sized cookie cut
ter and bake at 350 to 375 and when 
cool put two cookies together with a 
mild jelly. Frost with a glazur (glaze). 
Glazur 

Boill cup of white sugar with 5 table
spoons of water for about 6 or 7 minutes 
or until it draws lines. Beat 1 egg white 
and pour hot syrup over egg mixture, 
beating all the while. The secret of the 
glaze is to cool it long enough but not 
too long so that it does not go sugary. 
Good luck! 
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And now for my choice find, a price
less recipe which I spent years search
ing for. I found it a year ago. The friend 
who gave it to me is now in Saskatche
wan. Cut very thin this is ideal to coun
ter-balance all the rich, sweet offerings 
of the Christmas season. 

Heavy Brown Bread 
1 package of yeast dissolved in 1/2 

cup of warm water and 1 teaspoon 
sugar 

V2 cup of vegetable oil 
1 V2 tablespoons of salt 

3 cups of warm water 
10 cups whole wheat flour (no white). 

Mix a medium hard dough with a mini
mal amount of kneading and let rise 1 
hour. Place 2 round loaves on a cookie 
sheet so that they can spread. Place 
immediately into a 400 degree oven 
without letting the bread rise again. 
Bake for 1 hour. This is best eaten when 
fresh but does freeze well. 

From our kitchen to yours a very Mer
ry Christmas and may your husband 
think he married the best cook in Chris
tendom! 

mm 

Kerr 
owned and 

managed since 
1887 

KERR'S 

FUNERAL 

CHAPEL 

UO ADELAIDE STREET 

WINNIPEG 2, MANITOBA 

CHAPEL OFFICE 943-6688 

Westgate 

~ 
Season's 9reetings 

rthe Lord 
your 
Sod 

is in your midst 
Zeph.3:17 

Thank you for supporting us in 1983 
Together we can provide a Christian Education for our youth. 

Westgate Mennonite Collegiate 
86 West Gate 

775-7111 



A Short Story 

TODlorrow Is Next Year 
by Frances Fast 

Grandmother's kitchen was very fu II. 
Three times was too often to be told to 
get out of the way. Mother was standing 
by the stove, heating fat. There was a 
huge enamel bowl on a stool close to 
the stove, almost running over with 
dough for New Year's cookies . Wilbert 
wanted to see if it really would run over, 
so he stood close to it. But Mother said if 
he stood too close she might by acci
dent burn him with the hot fat. Grand
mother had half of the table covered 
with pie dough and pie pans. Wilbert 
liked to watch that too, but sometimes 
her elbows jabbed him when he got too 
close. Under the table Greta and Eva 
were playing with paper dolls cut out of 
an old Eaton's catalogue. There was no 
room for him under the table, and he 
was too big for paper dolls anyway. 
Lena was rocking the baby's cradle with 
one foot, and talking very hard with 
Annie, who was Mother's sister but 
Lena's age. They had the un-pied half of 
the table covered with vegetables and 
earthy pieces of vegetable peel. There 
really was no room in the kitchen . 

That is why Wilbert put on his over
shoes and his jacket and his cloth cap 
with earflaps, and his red scarf and mit
tens, and went outside and across the 
yard to the barn. 

The barn was empty. Grandfather and 
Verner and Cornie had gone to town. 
Father and the uncles were getting fire
wood from the bush. The cows looked 
peaceful, lined up along the side of the 
barn, up to their knees in straw and their 
mouths chomping hay. The cats were all 
sleeping. 

Tomorrow would start a new year, 
1933. Wilbert had never thought about 
years before, but now he understood 
what a year was. It was funny to think 
how much more he knew now than he 
had long ago. Very long ago he had 
been a baby in a cradle. Long ago he 
had slept in a trundle bed, and hadn't 
understood numbers or letters, or why 
his name was Fast and Grandfather's 
Janzen. But all that he knew now. He 
knew that a year was as long as from one 
winter to another winter. Years had 
numbers. This year went right back to 
last winter, when they had lived in 
Linden on the open prairie. That was 
very long ago. But he could think back 
over all that time, and remember the 
parts that had made the year. 

Wilbert climbed up into the hayloft, 
and crawled into the tunnel he and Cor
nie had made. After winter was spring. 

Spring came through the open win
dows of the little prairie school house. 
Meadow larks warbled on telephone 
poles. Sweet grass smells floated on the 
sun warmed air. Little Wilbert, brown 
eyes big under their blonde thatch, lis
tened to the teacher's wife tell a story to 
the littlest German class. Wilbert 
thought Mrs. Dueck was very beautiful, 
and her dress stylish. He liked her. But 
now he was listening with only half his 
mind. With the other half he thought 
about the half tadpole, half frog things 
in the ditches, and about all the gophers 
in the fields, such cute stripey little 
things. Father said they ate the crops, 
they were a pest. 

Wilbert and Cornie, who was in 

grade two already and quite big, jogged 
all the way home from school that day. 
They stopped only to look at the tad
poles in a ditch, and to watch an enor
mous magnificent dragline at work by 
the road. They could have watched that 
for a long time, only they were getting 
quite hungry. 

And there was their house, by itself 
on its green lawn, with the big, grey, 
hip-roofed barn behind it. Mother was 
seeding her garden. Supper would for 
sure be late again. Oh well, there were 
buns in the pantry. the boys made their 
raid . 

Wilbert liked watching Mother in the 
vegetable garden, hiding the shrivelled 
dead seeds in the warm earth, and wait
ing for them to sneak out little green 
shoots of life into the sun . It was more 
than just work that had to be done if the 
family was going to have enough food. 
It was more like magic. Wilbert could 
see that everything was coming new 
and alive, and he liked that. He liked 
the sun and the earth between his toes, 
and new calves and trees greening. 

Supper was late. Father had finished 
seeding all the oats. He stopped by the 
washbowl to lather away the fine black 
prairie from the creases in his skin. Ver
ner, who was the biggest, was so tired 
from helping Father he almost fell 
asleep before he finished his second 
bowl of soup. Mother sent him right to 
bed. 

Summer had come after spring. 
Wilbert stretched himself out full length 
in the hay, and put his chin on his fist. 
The summer of the horses. 
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Whoah! Those horses were wild 
ones. Beauti ful dapply grey. Small and 
strong. And wi Id. Broncos for sure. Cor
nie and Wilbert and Verner sat on top of 
the fence, little Greta and Eva peered 
over the bottom slats, and even Mother 
looked up from her weeding on the far 
side of the yard. Father had the horses in 
harness, with the lines in his hands, and 
was walking behind them, circling the 
sm a ll paddock, talking evenly, 
soothingly. They didn't want to turn. 
The smaller one tossed is head and 
snorted, mane flying. Greta's hand was 
clamped over her mouth so she 
wouldn ' t sc ream with excitement. 
Screaming startled the horses and made 
them even wilder. Wilbert's brown fists 
were ti ght on the railing, his eyes big 
with excitement. Oh, such horses. 

And slowly but surely Father tamed 
them . Every day he worked them for a 
while, and every day they fidgeted a 
little less. 

Th e exc itement of that day was 
nothing compared with one day two 
weeks earlier. The boys retold that story 
after they had crawled up into their attic 
beds. They always wanted to talk about 
it. 

One of the horses had gotten away 
from Father, had broken all the traces . 
Father hadn't had a chance, that time . It 
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had jumped one fence, and the yard 
gate was standing open, so there had 
been nothing to stop it. For miles it ran. 
And Father was having to quiet the other 
horse. That horse, it was just a grey 
streak going over the prairie grass. Ver
ner beat his pillow with excitement, and 
Cornie's voice got all high . Father had to 
call up to them to be quiet, the girls 
couldn't sleep. 

But that wasn't the best part of the 
story. The horse was found the next day, 
still wild-eyed , and with a big cut on its 
chest. It must have run right into a bar
bed wire fence. And two days after that 

Well, the boys had been climbing 
around on the barn roof, pretend ing 
they were sailing a ship on the ocean. 
They heard a pu pu pU pu far away, and 
on the road they saw a motorcycle. 
They forgot about pirates. And then that 
machine turned into their yard . The 
stranger was a policeman . What? They 
all three' scrambled down off the roof, 
and peered around the corner of the 
barn . The policeman was talking to Fa
ther in the middle of the yard. They 
dashed over to stand behind Father. The 
policeman was as tall as Father, and his 
boots came up to his knees. He was 
asking Father about his horses. A neigh
bor, he said, had told him that Father 
had been mistreating them. Well, Father 
took him over to the paddock, and 
showed him the two wild beauties, and 
the cut on the smaller one, and said how 
he had run away, all out of control. That 
explained that. The policeman got back 
on his motorcycle, grinned at the boys 
who had jumped back from looking at 
the beautiful machine when he turned 
around, nodded to Mother standing in 
the door of the house, and roared away 
in a cloud of dust. Oh boy, such th ings 
didn 't happen every dav. 

Autumn came after summer. And it 
was funny when autumn seemed colder 
than winter. Autumn had felt all cold 
and grey. Wilbert, hidden in his nest, 

remembered his first night at Kroekers, 
where he had stayed before Christmas . 

It wasn't right not to be sleeping w ith 
Verner and Cornie, even if Lena w as in 
the next room . Wilbert didn ' t l ike it. 
Mrs. Kroeker had given him some milk 
in a mug, and a bun with bl ack cherry 
jam, and sent him upstairs to bed. Fa
ther had said to behave and be brave, it 
was only till Christmas and they would 
go live at Grandfather's in Ridgewood 
too. But, he said, it was just as well to 
leave the school children at neighbours 
in Linden until the others were settled, 
and not interrupt the last weeks of 
school. Wilbert stuffed the last of the 
bun into his mouth and thought about 
his mother and father. 

Mother had cried . Mothers didn' t cry, 
ever. And she had. He hadn't seen her 
cry, or heard her. But she had come out 
of her bedroom, her eyes too bright, and 
hadn't talked hardly anything. And 
when she told Eva to go wash the syrup 
off her face her voice had sounded 
cracked and funny. Only something 
very terrible could make a mother cry. 
Of course, after that she hadn't cried 
anymore, and everything was quite nor-

~ 
~''fI.. 

--~-~'() <>.,,,,,.;.J" EXCAVATION 

~"(I SEWER + 
.. WATER 

CONCRETE 
BREAKING 

EQUIPMENT RENTALS 

233·8033 
1333 DUGALD RD. 

Christmas 
and New Year's greetings 

from. 

RIEDIGER'S SUPERMARKET 
188 Isabel St., Winnipeg, Manitoba Phone 774-2451 



mal as she packed up boxes and food 
and clothing and ordered the children 
to carry them out to the big wagon. 

Father said it was a Depression in 
Canada, and there was nothing he 
could do to keep the farm. Things 
would gel better, and he would get an
other one. 

But something had been wrong with 
Father too. When he talked to the credi
tors the last time, oh, he hadn't wanted 
to. He didn't say anything to Mother in 
front of them, only looked at her and 
shook his head. Verner told them later, 
when they were playing in the barn, that 
he had heard Father tell Mother that one 
man had been very angry. The man's 
hands had shaken, and he said he'd like 
to shoot Father, little farmers thinking 
they could borrow money forever, if he 
had the say. Cornie had looked fright
ened too, then. Father, who cou Id tame 
wild horses, who could build anything, 
whose eyes laughed when he played 
with the baby, shoot him! Of course, 
they hadn't. 

Had Father been scared? 
When Verner finished telling them, 

they had'nt felt like playing anymore. 
They just stood in the barn door and 
looked out at the grey sky, and watched 
the last leaves fall off the bushes by the 
outhouse and the house naked and 
lonely on its knoll. Willbert had forgot
ten that, but now the twisted up feeling 
was back in his stomach, as if it had 
never gone away. Father's farm wasn't 
Father's anymore. Father had gone to 
live with grandparents. There was 
nothing else to do. Two tears trickled 
out of Wilbert's wide open eyes. 

Were parents too sometimes glad 
they had parents to gO' to? Wilbert had 
never thought of that before. Tickle . 
One tear slid into his ear. The other 
rolled over his cheek, and he stuck out 
his tongue to catch it. The tear was salty. 
There was some jam still on his lips. It 
was sweet. The little boy's head slid off 
the pillow. The straw in the mattress 
rustled. A cold wind rattled the win
dows, and moaned around the house. 
He didn't hear it. 

And now it was winter. In the middle 
of winter was Christmas. And that made 
the last part of the year. Tomorrow was 
next year. But now Wilbert must see if 
his brothers were back yet, with Grand
father. He crawled out of his nest, down 
past the cats, to the barn door. No, they 
weren't back yet. 

He liked snow piled up in the bushes, 
so white that it made the poplars look 
grey, and fluffy on the granary roofs. 
The whole yard looked like it was cov
ered with a white blanket folded over 

everything. Only the space in front of 
Grandfather's barn, where he was 
standing, looked scruffed up and dirty, a 
pile of horse dung still steaming. But if 
the greyness of the sky meant anything, 
that would be covered by morning too. 
A few tiny sprinkles were already leav
ing their place in the clouds and quietly 
floating down. 

Wilbert decided to explore the depth 
of the snow in the yard . He plowed a 
path with strong legs, across the yard to 
the garden fence. The snow came up to 
the knees of his brown woolen pants. 
Good pants, his new ones. The pants 
were a present from Taunti Agnes. 
Mother had shaken her head when 
Taunti Agnes had given the children an 
Eaton's catalogue and told them to order 
whatever they wanted. It was better 
than Christmas presents, and they'd had 
those, too. Puffing, Wilbert crawled up 
on the fence. And rolled off into a drift. 

Christmas holidays was the best time. 
Grandmother's table was big, but it 
never seemed to be big enough, the 
house was so full of people. And the 
table was always loaded. Families be
longed together, uncles and grand
mothers and children and parents. It 
was belonging to each other that made 
bad times not so bad. Mother laughed 

with Annie . Father made plans . Uncle 
Dick showed Verner how to make 
things. Next week they all had to go to a 
new school, but the children would go 
together. 

One final dive into the snow bank, 
and Wilbert plowed back to the warm 
house. His cheeks and fingers w ere be
ginning to tingle. "Mother," he shouted 
as the kitchen door banged to, "it's start
ing up to snow again." Mother laughed 
when she saw her snowy son. The kitch
en smelled warm and sweet with frying 
New Years cookies. She was scooping 
golden balls out of the hot fat. Grand
mother laughed too, and said he could 
have a hot New Years cookie . But first 
she shooed him back to the porch , and 
swept all the snow off him with a straw 
broom . 

Observed 
Along The Way 

mm 

Roy Vogt decided to take the long way 
this past month, and therefore did not 
take the time to record his observations. 
He will be back in next month's edition. 
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Reiterating The Differences 
by Helmut-Harry Loewen 

On the weekend of November 4-5, 
19tH , the Mennonite Brethren Bible 
College in Winnipeg played host to an 
important inter-Mennonite symposium 
dealing with "Inter-Mennonite Rela
tions : MB's and GC's in Canada." The 
symposium, whose surely Herculean 
labours of organization were ably ex
ecuted by Ken Reddig and his assistants 
from the Centre for MB Studies, drew 
capacity crowds of participants from all 
parts of North America. 

In a sprightly and perceptive histor
ical account, Dr. John B. Toews (Cal
gary) sketched the historical roots of MB 
and GC relations in mid-nineteenth 
century Russia. Toews outlined various 
facets of MB-GC relations, including 
the connection between MB's and Bap
tists, notions of piety, education, and 
leadership, with a view to their origins 
in the Russian-Mennonite context, a 
scene which set the stage for later inter
Mennonite relations in Canada. 

A presentation which rounded off the 
first Friday session was an account by 
Dr. Gerhard Lohrenz (Winnipeg) of 
congregational relationships between 
both groups of Canada. A series of anec
dotes, recounted in a narrative style for 
which Lohrenz is known and loved, 
pointed to the problems between both 
groups as problems with the leadership 
within Mennonite circles. One par
ticularly poignant episode told of "how 
tradition-bound and unthinking we all 
can be at times," a verity which was 
often manifested in the course of discus
sions during the symposium. 

The Saturday morning sessions 
focussed on the arts. Peter Letkemann, 
doctoral condidate in Toronto, outlined 
MB-GC music relations in a paper 
called "Singing the Song Together." The 
lesson that emerged from his careful 
historical elucidation of inter-Men
nonite relations through music was, as J. 
A. Toews had noted in his history of the 
MB church, that a "church that sings the 
same great hymns of the faith should 
find it easier to witness and work to
gether." In a paper which followed, Dr. 
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Harry Loewen (Winnipeg) examined 
the Mennonite literary artist under the 
rubric of "witness and critic." Loewen 
sketched the various historical phases in 
Mennonite developments in literature, 
beginning with early nineteenth cen
tury literary attempts and ending with 
some of our contemporary writers, in
cluding David Waltner-Toews, Patrick 
Friesen and Rudy Wiebe. The great les
son that Mennonite creative literature 
teaches us is that there is no better con
tribution to Mennonite unity (and re
cognition of genuine diversity) than a 
"creative literature which seeks to wit
ness to lasting values and criticizes 
Mennonites and their communities who 
deviate from those values." A lively dis
cussion followed both presentations on 
questions of music and creative litera
ture. 

The stage had thus been set for an 
interaction on concerns (history, litera
ture, music) fundamental to both Men
nonite groups. Participants seemed to 
sense that good work was being done in 
overcoming the divisiveness within and 
between these Mennonite denomina
tions due to dogma and orthodoxy. The 
final presentation, a paper by Dr. Walter 
Unger (Clearbrook) on theological "dif
ferences," though well researched and 
ably presented, seemed to re-open 
some of the rifts that separate both 
groups. Employing a theoretical para
digm involving the notions of a "com
mon centre" and a "bounded set," 
Unger outlined the unity of both groups 
(e.g. a center and foundation in Christ), 
even as he detailed the various issues 
that still divide both groups from each 
other: issues like the mode of baptism or 
"the waters that divide," and others. 
What this reporter missed in the presen
tation was a discussion of issues such as 
peace which separate more fundamen
talist (and sometimes "hawkish") Men
nonite Brethren from General Con
ference Mennonites. Surely this type of 
issue, so fundamental to the core of 
what it means to belong to the Anabap
tist-Mennonite tradition, is an indicator 

of how things stand both within and 
between various Mennonite groupings. 
A conservative tinge also came to the 
fore, not only in Unger's interpretation 
of basic issues, but also in his reserved 
skepticism regarding more " liberal" 
theological approaches, including lib
eration theology and the imaginative 
theology of a Gordon D . Kaufman, a 
Mennonite theologian and philosopher 
who was dismissed as "wolf in Anabap
tist wool!" A more proper approach 
might have dealt with Kaufman's "shift" 
from the category of faith to the catego
ry of imagination and its role in the 
construction of a theology that truly 
speaks to contemporary concerns. 

It thus became apparent that many of 
the issues that divide MB's and GC's are 
more dogmatic than they are basic to 
Anabaptist-Mennonite tradition . It was 
somewhat unfortunate that old divi
sions and wounds were re-opened (and 
this quite out of context!) by, for exam
ple, the editor of Mennonite Brethren 
Herald, who criticized various quarters, 
including the Mennonite Mirror, for its 
treatment of the Peter Peters controver
sy. The serpentine head of con 
ventionalism and dogmatism continued 
to rear itself, despite efforts by others (as 
evidenced, for example, by the gener
ally high quality of the lectures pre
sented) to overcome the smaller dif
ferences that divide us - one people
from each other. The time has come 
when genuine differences should be re
iterated - not differences between de
nominations, but the difference made 
by our Anabaptist-Mennonite presence 
in this world . 
Helmut-Harry Loewen teaches in the 
German Departments at the Univer
sities of Manitoba and Winnipeg. 
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r~ manitoba --m news 
The Steinbach Mennonite Brethren 

Church dec ided at a membership meet
ing to decline a federal job-creation 
grant of $1 96,000 from the NEEDS pro
gram. A major reason for declining the 
grant was that it would not be proper for 
a church t.o accept public funds for an 
essentially private project. As well the 
congregation was concerned about the 
integrity of its witness in the communi
ty. The money would have created 363 
work-weeks and 40 jobs in the con
struction of a new $460,000 sanctuary 
that was to have begun this fall. The 
building project has been postponed 
indefinitely . A spokesman for the con
gregation said the successful applica
tion and its subsequent rejection had 
the effect of clarifying members' think
ing, but a government administrator 
said he had never heard of an organiza
tion turning down a grant. 

Wayne Defehr of Winkler, began a 
one-year term in India as a recreation 
director under Mennonite Central Com
mittee's SALT International program. 
SALT stands for Serve and Learn To
gether and is a short-te'rm MCC assign
ment for young people ages 18 to 22. 
Defehr last worked as a landscaper in 
Winkler. He has attended University of 
Manitoba in Winnipeg, and he received 
a diploma from Winkler Bible Institute. 
He is a member of Winkler Mennonite 
Brethren Church . His parents, Eldon 
and Vivian Defehr, live in Winkler. 

The committee on ministerial leader
ship of the Conference of Mennonites in 
Canada is planning a study conference 
on the issue of authority and leadership 
in the Church. The conference will be 
held January 29-31 , 1984 at The Cana
dian Mennonite Bible College. 

Len and Olive Siemens, members of 
the Fort Garry Mennonite Brethren 
Church, have moved to Ottawa, where 
Len is serving as a consultant with the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency on third world development 
projects . Len has taken a one-year leave 
from his position as associate dean in 
the Faculty of Agriculture, University of 
Manitoba. 

Hugo and Connie Reimer are serving 
as interim pastoral couple for the Leaf 
Rapids Christian Fellowship Group. 
Hugo graduated from MBBC and the 
University of Winnipeg last spring. 

MCC BOARD OK'S 
NEW PROGRAMS 

A community chaplaincy program 
for ex-offenders in Moncton, New 
Brunswick, and a group home in Port 
Hardy, B.C., received approval at the 
September 30-0ctober 1 Mennonite 
Central Committee Canada Executive 
Committee meetings held in Winnipeg. 

The two new voluntary service pro
grams were among agenda items that 
included discussion about a new build
ing for MCC Canada and MCC Man
itoba, the announcement of a special 
food drive and budgetary concerns . 

The chaplaincy program in Moncton 
will help ex-offenders to adjust to life 
outside of prison by providing them 
with a pastoral support couple. Native 
and non-native children who require 
short-term foster care will find a home 
in the northern Vancouver Island com
munity of Port Hardy. 

Executive committee members also 
agreed that MCC Canada should join 
MCC Manitoba in a search for better 
office facilities. The present building is 
inaccessible for physically handi
capped people . MCC Canada will join 
the project pending approval by the 
MCC Manitoba constituency and by 
delegates to the MCC Canada annual 
meeting. 

The overseas department of MCC 
Canada announced a special food drive 
for 1983-84. The food drive will high
light needs in Kampuchea, where 
severe drought has created food short
ages, and in Lebanon and Guatemala, 
where war has disrupted food produc
tion. Executive Committee members 
also heard that while giving is 4.1 per
cent ahead of money received at this 
time last year, income is still slightly 
behind budget. The modest increase is 
almost entirely the result of a successful 
bi-annual relief sale in Alberta, which 
generated over $120,000 for Mennonite 
Central Committee overseas projects. 

MCC Canada Voluntary Services was 
also authorized to place volunteers with 
the United Church Health Services, a 
northern Canada service agency, and 
with the Saskatoon, Saskatchewan Me
diation Services program. 

A new 200 seat dining hall was of
ficially opened October 16 at th e 
Winkler Bible Institute. The single
storey brick dining hall, kitchen and 
foyer connects the ladies' dormitory 
with the main classroom and admin
istration building. The Institute hopes 
that the new dining room will help in
crease the use of their faci I ities by the 
general public. 

Dr. Henry Fast of Hamilton, Ontario, 
will be joining the staff of Eden Mental 
Health Centre in Winkler. 

The combined Mennonite Brethren 
Bible College/Canadian Mennonite Bi
ble College oratorio choirs directed by 
George Wiebe will perform with the 
Winnipeg Symphony on their Master
work series. The choir and orchestra, 
under the' direction of Kazuhiro 
Koizumi, will be performing Bee
thoven's 9th Symphony on December 9 
and 10 at the Centennial Concert Hall . 
The combined oratorio choirs, accom
panied by the Winnipeg Symphony, I , 

will conclude their season on April 1, 
1984, with a performance of Hayden's 
Creation at the Centennial Concert 
Hall. 

Tim and Karen Froese of the Portage 
Avenue Mennonite Brethren Church 
will serve in youth ministry at the Pato 
Blanc MB Church after language study 
in Brazil. 

Glen and Beverley Miller of the Por
tage Avenue Mennonite Brethren 
Church are leaving for Panama where 
they will work as community health 
workers. 

PLAY WRITING 
COMPETITION 
Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre an

nounces a play-writing contest with a 
prize of $500 for an acceptable origi
nal play on a Mennonite theme in 
either German or English, preferably 
written by a Mennonite. Deadline for 
submission: June 1, 1984. 

The successful play will be pro
duced by WMT in its 1985 season. 

For further information contact: Dr. 
David H. Riesen, 422 Kingston Cres
cent, telephone 247-6268 or Mr. Al
fred Wiebe, 73 Smithfield Avenue, 
telephone 338-7263. 
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The annual fall seminar of the Man
itoba Mennonite Historical Society was 
held in Steinbach on O ctober 29 , 1983, 
at the Steinbach Bible College. The 
theme were "Mennonite Publishing" 
and " M ennonite Businesses" of the 
Steinbach area . Abe Warkentin spoke 
on Die M ennonitsche Post and local 
printing and publishing endeavors; Eu
gene Derksen described the history of 
his family in the publishing and printing 
business in Steinbach and AI Reimer 
presented the works of Steinbach au
thor Arnold Oyck. Roy Vogt chaired a 
panel di scussion, consisting of A. D. 
Penner, George Loewen, local busi
nessmen, and pastor Arden Thiessen. In 
the afternoon a bus tour of the "East 
Rese rve" was conducted by Royden 
Loewen, a historian who resides in 
Blumenort. 
At the meeting, Eugene Derksen was 
awarded an honorary membership of 

. the society for his contribution to Man
itoba Mennonite life and to the Society. 
He has been director of the Mennonite 
Vill age Museum, has promoted and 
publi shed Arnold Dyck works and the 
history of Steinach Reflections on our 
Heritage, and most recently has do
nated the printing costs for the MMHS 
publication Causes and History of the 
Emigration of the Mennonites from Rus
sia to America (1987). The president of 
the society, Delbert Plett, presented 
Derksen with the certificate "in appre
ciation of your outstanding contribu
tions to the publication of Mennonite 
historical works and literature and in 
appreciation of your patronage and sup
port of our Society" . 
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The London Mennonite Fellowship, 
the first Mennonite Congregation to be 
establ ished in England , recently 
opened a resource center specializing 
in AnabaptistJMennonite Theology and 
history. The 32 members of the fellow
ship support the ongoing costs of the 
center, and report a growing interest 
among Christians in the United King
dom in the Anabaptist tradition . 

Helmut Klassen has resigned as ex
ecutive secretary ofThe Canadian Men
nonite Health Assembly. The position 
will remain vacant until the next annual 
meeting in May, 1984. Klassen will con
tinue his primary responsibilities as ad
ministrator of Donwood Manor, a home 
for the aged operated by Mennonite 
Brethren churches. 

An inter-Mennonite group of wid
owed people is forming a new ministry 
to the widowed to be known as HELP 
(Healing and Edifying Lonely People). 
More information is available from Mar
garet Peters - 889-2834 or Justina 
Baerg - 339-5974. 

Bill Hildebrandt was o rdained as 
bishop of the Chortitzer Mennonite 
Conference at a special service held in 
Steinbach on October 9. He replaced 
H . K. Schellenberg, who had held that 
position for the previous 21 years . 

Eugene Derksen of Steinbach was hon
ored with an honorary membership at 
the annual meeting of the Mennonite 
Historical Society. Delbert Plett, presi
dent, presents the honor. 

Art and Marge Hildebrand of Crystal 
City, began assignments of two yea rs 
and eight months with Mennonite Cen
tral Committee in Jerusalem and the 
West Bank as assoc iate country repre
sentatives. Art last worked as a farmer in 
Crystal City. He received his bachelo r's 
in history at University of M ani toba, 

where Marge studied education . She re-· 
ceived her bachelor's in math at Univer
sity of Winnipeg. Art received hi s 
master's degree in peace studies at As
sociated Mennonite Biblical Seminari es 
in Elkhart, Ind. The Hildebrands are 
members of Crystal City Mennonite 
Church. His parents, Peter and M ary 
Hildebrand, live in Crystal City ; hers, 
John and Dorothy Reimer, live in Pilot 
Mound, Man. They have three c hil
dren: Myron, Jeremy and Jonathan. 
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Phil and Diane Unruh of Morden and 
Winnipeg, will work for the next three 
years in agriculture, nutrition and 
health development in Bolivia with 
Mennonite Central Committee. Phil last 
worked as a farm laborer in Winkler, 
and Diane was a child care worker in 
Winnipeg. Both of them received their 
bachelor's degrees at University of 
Manitoba in Winnipeg; his was in plant 
science and hers in nutrition . He is a 
member of Morden (Man.) Mennonite 
Brethren church, and she belongs to 
North Kildonan United Church in Win
nipeg. They have attended Brooklands 
Community Church in Winnipeg. His 
parents, Cornelius and Katy Unruh, live 
in Morden ; hers, Desmond and Sally 
Hill, live in Winnipeg. 



Hans and Barbara Froese of Win
nipeg, have begun three-year assign
ments wi th Mennonite Central Commit
tee in Jamaica. He will teach high 
school ilnd she w i ll be a nurse. Hans 
last managed a bookstore in Winnipeg, 
where Barbara worked as a nurse. He 
previously taught in Sudan , and she 
served as a nurse in Brazil. Both assign
ments were with MCC. Hans received 
his bachelor of science and his bachelor 
of education degrees from the Univer
sity of M anitoba in Winnipeg, where 
Barbara received her bachelor's in nurs
ing. The Froeses are members of North 
Kildonan Mennonite Brethren Church 
of Winnipeg. His parents are Peter and 
Justina Froese of Winnipeg, and hers 
are William and Trudy Harms of Gret
na. They have a daughter, Chri stine. 

FELLOWSHIP (~:\~tives) 
TOUR to the 

SOVIET UNION 
Never Again Price! 

$229900 .. from Winnipeg 

$237500 from Calgary 

April 1 to 20, 1984 

Leningrad 
Moscow 
Karaganda 
Alma Ata 
Yalta 
Zaporozhye 

-3 days 
- 3 days 
-4 days 
- 3 days 
- 2 days 
-3 days 

Escort: Dr. Menno Epp 
Calgary, Alta. 

MENNO TRAVEL SERVICE 
851 Henderson Hwy., 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R2K 2L4 

661-2406 

John and Norma Thiessen of Altona, 
have begun three-year assignments 
with Mennonite Central Committee in 
West Berlin, where they will study and 
do church work in East Germany and be 
hosts at the Mennoheim Guest House. 
john last worked for the Conference of 
Mennonites in Manitoba and taught at 
Elim Bible Institute in Altona. Norma 
was an elementary school teacher in 
Gretna, Manitoba. Both hold bachelor 
of theology degrees from Canadian 
Mennonite Bible College in Winnipeg 
and bachelor of arts degrees from Uni
versity of Manitoba. He also attended 
the Associated Mennonite Bibl ical Sem
inary in Elkhart, Ind . The Thiessens are 
members of Altona Mennonite Church. 
His parents are John and Natalie 
Thiessen of Kelowna, B.C. , and hers are 
Henry and Susan Gerbrandt of Wolfs
burg, West Germany. Their children are 
Laura and ju l ia . 

Eric and Anne Klassen of Winnipeg, 
will be working in Bangladesh for the 
next three years with Mennonite Central 
Committee. Eric will do crop research, 
and Ann will work in the women's pro
gram. Anne last worked as an occupa
tional therapist in Kitchener, Ont. , 
while Eric studed for his master's in crop 
production, which he received from the 
University of Guelph (OnL). He re
ceived his bachelor's in plant science 
from the University of Manitoba in 
1981 . Anne holds a bachelor's in oc
cupational therapy from the University 
of Manitoba. She also attended Colum
bia Bible Institute in Clearbrook, B.C. 
The Klassens are members of Portage 
Avenue Mennonite Brethren Church in 
Winnipeg. His parents are John and 
Mary Klassen, and hers are john and 
Elizabeth Wieler, of Winnipeg. 
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A year-long 
look in 
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Your Gift SubSCriptions 
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separate sheet. 

Subscribe this week and you 
will receive the Mirror each 
month and see more of the 
magazine that tries to take a 
comprehensive look at what 
Mennonites in Manitoba are 
doing. 

The Mirror is published 10 
times each year from Septem-
ber to June. 

The current annual subSCrip-
tion (10 issues) is 
$8.50 for one year 
$15 for two years 

Send your cheque or money 
order, together with the cou-
pon below to: 

Mennonite Mirror 
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Eric and Kathy Fast of Gretna, have 
begun th ree-year terms with Mennonite 
Central Committee in Nigeria where he 
will be teaching in a secondary school. 
Er ic last worked as a teacher in Gretna 
at Mennonite Collegiate Institute, and 
she worked in the Winnipeg office of 
Canadian Tire Co. The Fasts previously 
spent three years in Zambia with MCC, 
where he taught and she was a women's 
clubs librari an. Eric received a bach
elor's degree from the University of 
Winnipeg. He received his teaching 
certifi cate from the University of Man
itoba. The Fasts are members of Altona 
M ennonite Church . His parents are 
Arthur and Helene Fast and hers are , 
Jake and Anne Harms, all of Winnipeg. 
Their children are Reynold and Lori 
Anne. 

Have you ever 
moved and 
forgotten your 
mirrors? 
To change your address simply cut out 
the mailing label which appears on this 
magazine, and affix it to the space be-
low: ' 

and write in your new address: 

Street __________ _ 

CityrTown ________ _ 

Postal Code ________ _ 

and then send it to our office: 

Mennonite Mirror 
203·818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg R3G ON4 
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Bernie and Sharon Loeppky of Plum 
Coulee, have begun two-year voluntary 
service assignments with Mennonite 
Central Committee in Akron . He is an 
assistant secretary in personnel. She 
works at the Akron Day Care Center. 
The Loeppkys taught school in Truro, 
Nova Scotia, from 1981 to 1983 with 
MCC. They attended Pembina Fellow
ship in Winkler, and he has also at
tended Grace Mennonite Church in 
Winkler. His parents are Bernie and 
Helen Loeppky of Winkler; hers are Pe
ter and Agnes Stobbe of Boissevain . 

The Intermenno Trainee Program, a 
one-year exchange program to Europe, 
is now accepting applications from 
North Americans between the ages of 
19-27. Trainees have the opportunity to 
spend a year abroad, working and living 
with European Mennonites. Interested 
persons may contact MCC (Canada) in 
Winnipeg. 

Nineteen young people from across 
Canada gathered in Winnipeg for a 
SALT (Serve And Learn Together) orien
tation August 30 - September 2, 1983. 
Since 1977 the MCC Canada SALT pro
gram has provided excellent oppor
tunity for young persons, aged 17-20, to 
experience a, year in service, in unit 
living, and in church related work and 

COMI NG EVENTS 
December 9: Westgate Christmas Con

cert. 7:30 . Sargent Church . 
December 9 and 10: MBBC/CMBC O r

atorio Choirs perform Beethoven's 
9th Symphony with Winnipeg Sym
phony - Centennial Concert Hall. 

December 12: MBCI Christmas Co n
cert. 7:30. School Auditorium . 

December 14: Winnipeg Elementary 
School Christmas Concert. Schoo l 
Auditorium . 7:00 p.m. 

January 8-27: Mini Bible School -
sponsored by Janz Team Ministries at 
Camp Arnes . 

January 29-31: Study Conference o n 
Authority in the Church. CMBC. 

December 16-18: For the Time Being: a 
Christmas Oratorio, a setti ng of a text 
byW. H. Auden by Chester Duncan; 
University Singers with Henry Eng
brecht conducting; 8 p.m. St. John's 
College chapel, University of Man
itoba, admission $5. 

Advent Vespers by the Mennonite Chil 
dren's Choir, November 27th, at 5:00 
p.m. , at the Winnipeg Art Gallery. Ti ck
ets available from choir members. 

study. All the young people are involved 
in a regular church activity in their host 
church: in Sunday school, boys or girls 
clubs, as typists, etc., besides serving in 
an institutional-type setting such as 
Child Care workers, nurses aides, social 
service 'workers, secretaries, etc., at 
their daily assignment. 
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Ancestral Languages 
focus of conference 

A press conference was held in late 
September in preparation for the CO;l

ference at University of Winnipeg 
organized to form a Manitoba Associa
tion for the Promotion of Ancestral Lan
guages. The greatest resistance to or 
bias against second language instruc
tion in the schools, the media was in
formed, comes from professional edu
cators; teachers and principals who feel 
this might colour the English education. 
Cases were quoted where students have 
had to choose between taking an essen
tial subject like mathematics or the lan
guage of their ancestors. It was pointed 
out that in Canada we have great re
sources, among them the many lan
guages the ch i Idren speak. 

It is important to incorporate lan
guage education at the elementary level 
because a chi Id can learn a language so 
much more easily at this point than at 
University level when it also becomes 
much more expensive. (There are e.g. 
some 8000 children taking instruction 
in German in Manitoba .) Benefits of 
language study would be in interna
tional trade, in training ci \t..iI servants for 
translation services, and in establishing 
better relations with other nations. The 
convention was attended by 300 dele
gates. 

Federal Transport Minister Lloyd Ax
worthy said Ottawa is strongly com
mitted to multi-culturalism and pro
vides some funding for supplementary 
programs but financial assistance for 
this is under provincial jurisdiction. 
Manitoba Association for the Promotion 
of Ancestral Languages (MAPAL) has re
ceived a $25,000 grant from the federal 
government, $4,000 from the Manitoba 
Department of Cultural Affairs and 
$4,000 from the Education Depart
ment. 

Following the MAPAL conference, 
Manitoba Education Minister Maureen 
Hemphill announced a five-point pol
icy for multiculturalism in Manitoba 
schools. Three advisory committees 
will be established to deal with profes
sional development, learning materials 
andto advise on establishment of a mul
ticultural resource centre. Major initia
tives will be undertaken in areas of 
professional development. 

Recommendations are being pre
pared to expand opportunities for for
eign-trained, non-certified teachers to 
be used by the school system. Improved 
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funding will be provided to ensure that 
adequate space and materials are avail
able for the teaching of heritage lan
guages. Finally, multi-cultu ral re
sources will be displayed and shared 
through a centre, associated with the 
Department of Education library, which 
will be accessible to the general public. 

Mrs. Hemphill also announced the 
establishment of "Multicultural Week" 
to be celebrated in March 1984 in 
schools throughout the province. 
Through this, she stated, "students will 
have a chance to learn about their class
mates' heritage, and in doing so they 
will develop an appreciation and re
spect for other cultures. We can help 
our children deal with our shrinking 
world community by teaching them to 
enjoy the diversity of their own class- ' 
room and school." 

Dr. Harry Loewen who is professor of 
Mennonite Studies at the University of 
Winnipeg took part in a symposium on 
Marti n Luther, sponsored by the 
Lutheran Coundl of Canada. Meeting 
on October 31 and November 1, 1983, 
in Waterloo, Ontario, the symposium 
dealt with the significance of the Ger
man Reformer after 500 years. Prof. 
Loewen's paper was entitled: "The Di
vine Comedy of a Reformation Princi
pie: Luther, the Anabaptists and 
Bonhoeffer on justification by Faith ." 
Prof. Loewen argued that in reinterpret
ing Luther, Bonhoeffer came close to 
the Anabaptist-Mennonite understand
ing of justification by faith. On Novem
ber 11, 1983, Prof. Loewen was asked to 
present the same paper at a Luther cele
bration in Winnipeg which was spon
sored by the Winnipeg Lutheran Coun
cil. Note: The Waterloo symposium on 
Luther will be included in the CBC's 
programme " Ideas", aired on Decem
ber 19-23, 1983, at 9 p.m. 

The following won silver medals in 
the Toronto Conservatory examina
tions : Angelique Toews, Grade 8 violin, 
daughter of Art and Lillian Toews, Mor
ris . Michelle Janzen, Grade 4 violin, 
and Michael Janzen, Grade 3 violin, 
both are children of john and Ruth Jan
zen, Steinbach; This is Michelle's third 
medal. Michael Janzen also won a 
scholarship. Valerie Cornelson, Grade 
2 violin, daughter of jake and joyce Cor
nelsen, Rosenort. Valerie also won a 
scholarship. 

The SALT International program of 
MCC offers opportunities for N o rth 
Americans between the ages of 18 and 
22 to spend one year living and w orking 

with Mennonites in Latin Ameri ca, 
Africa or Asia. The purpose of SALT 
is to promote Christian Community, 
strengthen the bonds between interna
tional churches, create good will and 
better international understanding. In
terested persons may contact M CC 
(Canada) before February 28, 1984. 

ADMINISTRATOR 
Mai son lk l' Amitie <.Ie Montreal. a Me n

Iwnit e c ommunit y c e ntre in <.I ow nt ow n 
Montrea l. re4uires an a<.lmini strator for April. 
I'IX4. or thereabo uts . The centre attempt s to be 
a Chri stian presence in a multi -cultural. multi 
lingual communit y. 

The a<.lministrator hears overa ll re spon 
s ibilit y for the va rious pro!! rams of the centre 
an<.l for <.Ie vcioping programs to meet the chang 
ing needs of the impoveri shed and powe rless o f 
the inner c itv. 

The position deman<.ls leade rship and admin
istrative abilities and a generous attitu<.le to vari 
ous express ions of C hri stianit y and re lig ion . 
French is the working language of the ten -mem 
ber sta ff. 

Apply to Harold Reesor. Pres ident . Ma ison 
de I' Amitie de Montreal. 120 est avenue Du
luth . Montreal. Quebec H2W I HI . or call (514) 
474- 2547. 

-WFttllo"o"h il) 
IIIIIIIIIIIII ilooh(e(.nf(tle 

1477 Pembina Hwy., 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2C5 

SUPPLIERS OF CHURCH 

AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL 

- Gift Books 
- Novelties 

Plaques 
Bulletins 
Bibles 

- Music 

- Records 
. - Curriculum 

- Cards 

- Cookbooks 
- Mennonite Literature 

You are invited to come in to 
browse and buy for all your 
personal and church needs: 

Phone in your orders 
(204) 453-4919 
Mail in your orders 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 



Fall Convocations 
University of 
Manitoba 
Master of Arts 
John David Dt·rksen 
Royden Keith Loewen 

Master of Science 
Clarence Frank Froese 
Robert t lenry Neufeld 
Theodore lohn Wiebe 

Master of Education 
Joan Claire Berg 
Eric David Fa~,t 
Gerhard Carl Sommerfeld 

Master of Social Work 
Mary Caroi(, Den ise Klassen 

Master of landscape Architecture 
Ingrid Anna Thiessen 

Master of Physical Education 
Paul Jarob Thiessen 

Bachelor of Arts (Honours) 
Theodorf' lohn Henry Dueck· 

Bachelof of Computer Science 
(Honours) 
Lydia Marie Bartel 
Timothy Wayne Dyck 
Clarence Dale Hildebrandt 

Bachelor of Commerce (Honours) 
Kenndh Brian Friesen 

Bachelor of Arts 
Amanda Barkman 
Wendy Carol Dueck 
Paul Ernest John Enns 
Marshall Van Giesbrecht 
Helen Goossen 
Barry Dale Kehler 
Gerald Reimer 
Joel David Wiebe 

Bachelor of Science 
Geraldine June Harder 
Dianna Evangeline Janzen 
Leslie Lome Wiens 

Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
(Electrical) 
John James Schellenberg 

Bachelor of Medical Rehabilitation 
(Occupational Therapy) 
Marianne Klassen 

Bachelor of Social Work 
Angel ika Katherine Jantz 

Bachelor of Education 
Steven Ray Frey 
Kristine Friesen 
Margaret Groening 
Frederick Gross 
Joanne Gay Peters 
Lori Anne Reimer 

Certificate in Education 
Mark Berger 

University of 
Winnipeg 
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) 
Janet Alexandra Dirks 

Myron Schultz 
Arnold Wall 
Bonne Rae Warkentin 

Bachelor of Arts 
Peter Elwood Enns 
Karen Denise Epp 
Loreen Elizabeth Epp 
Werner Friesen 
Debra Lynn Hildebrand 
Wendy Helen Isaac 
Barry Lawrence Loewen 
Robert Henry Loewen 
Ingrid Wilda Neufeld 
Brenda-Lee Joan Schultz 

Bachelor of Science 
Luanne Nadine Olga Nikkel 

Bachelor of Education 
Kimberly Sue Dyck 
Cheryl Lou Hiebert 
Brenda Mary Unger 

MIDDLE EAST TOUR, Israel, Egypt 
and Greece 

SPECIAL RUSSIA TOUR 
May 11th to June 2, 19B4 

February 21st to March 9th, 1984 
Host: Victor Kliewer 

Price: $2480.00 per person sharing 

1984 Mennonite World Conference Tours 
1. From Rome to Witmarsum 

- Church History Tour: 
June 30-July 21, 1984. 
Host: George Epp 

2. Soviet Union Tour: 
July 1-21, 1984 
Hosts: John Friesen and Abe Dueck 

3. The Church Through the Centuries: 
July 6-23, 1984 
Host: Waldemar Janzen 

4. Exploring the Middle East: 
July 9-23, 1984 
Hosts; David Schroeder and Gerald Gerbrandt 

5. CMC Choir Tour to Europe: 
July 13-August 9, 1984 
Host: Helmut Harder. Music Director: Bernie Neufeld 

6. Eurail Youth Backpacking Tour 
(Details to be announced in Fall.) 

7. Exploring Renaissance and Reformation Centres: 
July 11-August 9, 1984 
Hosts: Henry Krahn and Ken Reddig 

8. Austria, Hungary and the Soviet Union: 
July 29-August 17,1984 
Hosts: All Reimer, John R. Friesen and Roy Vogt 
(Waiting list only.) 

9. Central Europe Tour of Germany and Italy: 
July 30-August 14, 1984 
Host: John Bergen 

For complete details on these tours, please call: 

John Schroeder, Lori Neufeld, Hilda Driedger, Ruth Wiebe 

ASSINIBOINE TRAVEL SERVICE LTD. 
Portage at Broadway 

219-818 Portage Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 

Phone: 775-0271 1-800-262-8893 (Toll-free outside Winnipeg) 
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A Visit of Contrasts to East and West 
by Karen Braun 

T his past June a group of Westgate 
students left Winnipeg for a three week 
study tour of Germany. Our group in
cluded 17 students from grades ten and 
eleven, three teachers; Mr. Rempel, Mr. 
Barmeier and Mr. Bachmeyer, along 
with our chaperone, Kim Rempel. Be
fore we had left, however, the group 

spent many months planning the trip 
and holding various fundraisers. Finally 
the day came for our departure. Our 
group left Winnipeg on June 14 and ar
rived in Amsterdam the next morning. 

Here our group was loaded into two 
rented vans and a car. We then travelled 
through the countryside of Holland and 

Friesen Revises 
Reformation 
The annual Mennonite chair lecture
ship this year featured three well
attended talks by Dr. Abraham Friesen, 
a historian from the University of Cal
ifornia at Santa Barbara. His lectures 
presented a revised view of some of the 
major reformers and their thought, con
centrating on Luther and Muentzer, 
Zwingli and the Swiss Brethren, and 
Menno and the Muensterites. 

Friesen insisted that these figures be 
approached in terms of the framework 
of thought from which each proceeded . 
One should be careful about ascribing 
influences back and forth, as has been 
done, especially if one does not know 
the backgrou nd out of wh ich each 
comes. 

The question as to whether the Swiss 
or the Saxons were the 'first' Anabap
tists is not as important to Friesen as the 
fact that, from different contexts, dif
ferent seekers arrived - at some point, 
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perhaps considerably later - at an Ana
baptist consensus. 

Prof. Friesen spent considerable time 
demonstrating the kind of thought 
which influenced Muentzer, the Swiss 
Brethren and Menno, referring exten
sively to the writings of Eusebius and 
Rothmann in particular. 

A willing audience heard Friesen ad
mit parenthetically that he was a 'cryp
to-Lutheran' and that the Mennonites 
could learn much from that full-blood
ed Reformer about the enjoyment ofa 
more abundant life. But the earnestness 
of his lectures seemed to derive as much 
of their substance from sterner Anabap
tistforefathers as from the lusty Luther. 

One was left with the impression that 
there is much still for us to learn about 
the Reformation and that, at least in 
scholarly circles, the Anabaptist vision 
is alive and well, warts and all. 

-VGD 

made a brief stop at the town of Witmar
sum, where Menno Simons had once 
lived . Following this we crossed over 
the border to West Germany and jour
neyed to the small village of Oersdorf, 
near Hamburg. In this village our lodg
ing was arranged by a German girl who 
had been an exchange student at West
gate. The following morning we drove 
to Hamburg and although the weather 
was cool and rainy we managed to take 
a harbour tour. 

After lunch we setout for West Berlin. 
However, passing the border between 
West and East Germany was quite an 
ordeal. The lines of cars were long and 
there were at least three places where 
we had to stop for questioning. It was 
disheartening to see the sharp-shooters, 
electric fences and watch towers along 
the Eastern border. We reached West 
Berlin late and then drove to the school 
where our billets had been waiting. 
Since Mr. Barmeier had previously 
taught at this school, some of his former 
students and their families were kind 
enough to let us stay with them. While 
in Berlin we visited the Senate and were 
given a talk on the political situation of 
West Berlin. Our group also took a bus 
tour of the city. During our last day in 
West Berlin the group travelled by sub
way to East Berlin. Anyone who entered 
East Berlin was required to exchange 
250M into East German currency. We 
were not allowed to change this back or 
take it out with us. While in East Berlin 
we took a walking tour of the City and 
saw several impressive buildings and 
monuments. 

In addition to the group activities, 
many of us toured Berlin with the fam-



ilies we were staying with. We also 
viewed the Wall around West Berlin. 
M os t of th e German fami lies had 
learned to live within the Wall, but for 
some of us it created uneasy feelings. 
During our five days in Berlin we all 
became well acquainted with the city, 
but more importantly we developed 
worthwhile friendships with the stu
dents living there. 
From Berlin we drove back to West Ger
many. O n the way to Bad Salzdetfurth 
we stopped at the home of Mr. Bar
meier's parents. H is mother had made 
strawberry torte and lemon cake for the 
entire group. We thoroughly enjoyed 
this and thanked the Barmeiers for their 
hospi ta lity. After staying for one night in 
a youth hostel in Bad Salzdetfuth we 
departed for Waldeck, where we spent 
four nights. Our youth hostel in Wal 
deck was located near the Edersee. 
Here we spent several afternoons on the 
Ed ersee beach. Many of us made 
friends with the Germans who also 
stayed at the youth hostel. In the eve
nings our Westgate guys played soccer 
with some of the German boys. In addi
tion to swimming and playing soccer, 
our group had planned activities. Dur
ing our first morning in Waldeck we 
took a boat across the Edersee and then 
hiked to a hydroelectric plant where we 
had a tour. The next day the group 
jouneyed to the city of Kassel and vis
ited the Hercules monument and the 
Wilhelmshbhe castle. We also travelled 
to a shale mine in Willingen and did 
some shopping in the village of Kor
bach. During our last evening at Wal
deck we had a barbeque and sing-song 
with the Germans at our youth hostel. 

The following morning we drove to 
the city of Cologne. The Cologne Cathe
dral was magnificent. Our group 
climbed up to one of the towers of the 
cathedral for a look at the city. The trip 
up and down was over a thousand steps 
and it made one wonder if the effort was 
really worth it. Leaving Cologne we 
traveled along the Rhine River and ar
rived at our youth hostel in Bacharach . 
This hostel was actually an old castle 
which had been restored. We were sor
ry that we stayed only one night here. 
Our group took a boat cruise along the 
Rhine River and found the vineyards 
and villages along the river interesting. 
After the cruise we headed towards En
kenbach . 

In this town our lodging was arranged 
by Hans Wiens, a former Westgate 
teacher. During our five day stay here 
we went to the city of Alzey in the midst 
of the wine-growing area of the Palati
nate forest. Here we were invited to the 

The Westgate Group. 

winery of A. & L. Leoff. Mrs. Leoff gave 
the group a great lunch and thenwe had 
a tour of the wine cellar and packaging 
plant. The Leoffs were very kind and we 
appreciated their hospitality. The next 
morning we visited the Roman ruins in 
the town of Trier. It was impressive to 
see structures which had been built in 
300 A.D. While staying in Enkenbach, 
the group took a long hike in the Palati
nate Forest. The scenery was pretty but 
the steep inclines and the swarms of 
flies were rather unpleasant. We also 
got together with the Mennonite youth 
group in Enkenbach. They had a barbe
que for us along with games and sing
ing. Another one of our excursions 
included a drive to Speyer and a visit of 
the cathedral there. After that we drove 
to Neustadt, Mr. Bachmeyer's home
town. 

The next morning we visited 
Heidelberg and did some shopping 
there. We then travelled through the 
Black Forest, but were unable to see 
much because of the fog. The next day 
we drove to Zurich , Switzerland and 
visited some sites associated with the 
Anabaptist Movement. After spending 
two nights in Schluchsee we made our 
way to Altkirch, France. 

Here we were bill eted out to the 
Mennonites living around the area of 

Al tkirch. Many of these famili es li ved 
on farms. The countryside was rea lly 
beautiful. One of our activities i ncl uded 
a drive back into Switzerland for a look 
at some of the Anabaptist caves . When 
we got into the hills, the group started 
hiking in search of these caves. After 
one hour of trekking through forests and 
cow pastures we realized w e had been 
going in the wrong direction. We did 
some backtrekking and even tua lly 
found the path to the caves. It was a ve ry 
steep and strenuous climb. After much 
effort we eventually made it to the 
caves. Together we sang some songs in 
the cave. It was a moving experience 
not only because we were in the hid ing 
place of some of the early Anabaptists 
but also the strenuous climb be
forehand gave us a greater understand
ing of what the Anabaptists had to go 
through in order to worship. It made us 
appreciate our own churches and the 
freedom of worship we enjoy. Later that 
day we went to a farm where we played 
games and had a meal with the youth 
from the Altkirch area. It was difficult 
talking with some of these young people 
because many of them cou Id on Iy speak 
French. Luckily we had a translator and 
were able to have a question and an
swer session with them. After one more 
night in Altkirch we drove to Duss
eldorf. 

In Mettmann, which is just outside of 
Dusseldorf, our lodging was arranged 
by Mr. Pankratz . He had been teaching 
in Germany for a year as part of an 
exchange program . We were billeted 
out to the families of his students. Most 
of the time, during our two day stay 
here, was spent with the German fam
ilies. However, as a group, we did visit 
an area where surface mining was in 
operation. 

Our last morning we woke up very 
early and drove to Amsterdam. We ar
rived in time for a quick boat tour along 
the canals of the city. After that w e 
found our way to the airport and left for 
Winnipeg at about 2:30 p.m. 

Although we had all enjoyed the trip, 
we were exhausted by the hectic sched
ule and excited about returning home. 
It had been a learning experience living 
with the same group of people for three 
weeks. The weather did cooperate most 
of the time and our group found the 
scenery really beautiful. Staying with 
the German families was one of our 
most valuable experiences. Together 
w ith them, we learned to communicate 
and appeciate each other's culture. 

Karen Braun is a Grade 12 student at 
Westgate. 
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(nrn J reviews 

Singing competently 

into a new season ... 
Winnipeg Mennonie Theatre presents 
an evening of two short operas: Menot
ti's 'The Telephone" and Haydn's "oer 
Apotheker". In the auditorium of the 
Kiwanis Centre of the Deaf, November 
10-12 . 

A review by AI Reimer 
Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre sang its 
way into the new season with a delight
ful pair of one-act comic operas seldom 
if ever seen on local stages either sepa
rately or in tandem. Menotti's The Tele
phone and Haydn's oer Apotheker 
belong to entirely different periods and 
are totally dissimilar in style. No one, 
I'm sure, will ever think of them as the 
"Cav and Pag" of comic opera, but both 
are highly entertaining and offer an in
teresting contrast in sound, shape and 
texture. Especially when presented as 
authentically as they were on this occa
sion. 

This kind of stage repertoire strikes 
me as exactly right for the WMT's an
nual fall program: works with small but 
carefully selected casts, modest but, 
well-designed sets, crisp direction and 
sensitive musical accompaniment. 
Both performances had these necessary 
ingredients, although not in exactly the 
same proportions. A sensible approach. 
By not biting off more than it can chew 
WMT is showing good sense and ensur
ing its own artistic health. 

Gian-Carlo Menotti's The Telephone 
is one of those slight, well-crafted little 
operas in English that have made this 
American-Italian composer world-fa· 
mous. It is full of operatic jeu d'esprit, 
compact in plot, lean and spicy in musi
cal idiom. The comic situation is that of a 
young man trying to propose to a gal 
who is more fixated on her phone and 
the gossip it brings. than she is on her 
beau. As Lucy, the phone addict, 
Geraldine Patterson sang superbly, after 
the initial moment or two of warm-up 
time. She exploited the zany aspects of 
the character with the aplomb of an 
experienced operatic performer. Her 
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boyfriend Ben was equally well sung by 
bass-baritone David Watson, who also 
got the most out of his part vocally and 
visually. Good as Geraldine Patterson 
was, though, I can't help adding that 
this role would have been made to order 
for the talents of Millie Hildebrand, 
who had to forego it due to pending 
maternal commitments. 

Haydn's "Der Apotheker" is an 18th
century work in a rather more complex 
and ornate musical and dramatic style 
than Menotti's modern opera buffa. 
Here we had a younger, less experi
enced cast to cope with the challenging 
score and the comic misunderstandings 
and stylized antics of this period. On 
the whole the four young singers ac
quitted themselves well , if generally 
with less polish and professionalism 
than we got in the Menotti. Erica Parki n, 
the most experienced of the four, was 
also the most secure, at least in her 
acting. The showy aria in which she 
boasts about how she will handle her 
rival Mengone in a duel was most effec
tive, and made even funnier by the fact 
that a female singer was impersonating 
a young man. 

Joanne Dyck and Victor Pankrantz as 
the two young lovers Grilleta and Men
gone were fresh of voice and displayed 
all the frustrated exuberance of young 
lovers being kept forcibly apart. What 
they lacked in acting experience they 
made up for with natural charm and the 
sincerity of their efforts . Pankratz has a 
warm lyric tenor (not always quite se
cure on top yet) and shows promise as 
an actor. Joanna Dyck also sings pleas
antly but she will have to learn how to 
get into her role more convincingly. No 
doubt that will come with more experi
ence. 

As the elderly apothecary, Sem
pronio, a typical "blocking" character 
keeping the lovers apart, Victor Eng
brecht showed that he is developing 
nicely as a singer and stage performer. 
There is no question that this young man 

has a beautiful, well-produced baritone 
voice. What also delighted me was the 
flair he displayed as a character actor. 
He knows how to deliver a line with 
telling pace and inflection· and has that 
indefinable "presence" that all good ac
tors must have. He will, of course, have 
to learn how to stay in character prop
erly when he is not singing or speaking 
himself but listening to others. But 
again, that will come. 

Among the performers there was one 
who stood out in both performances, 
and that was Judy Kehler, the accompa
nist. She is a stylish pianist who injec ts 
her own personality and insights into 
the music and forces the audience to 
pay attention to it. I thought she caught 
the contrasting music al idioms and 
styles of Menotti and Haydn perfectly 
and supported the singers on stage with 
unfailing musicality and rhythmi c 
gusto. She added real lustre to the eve
ning. 

The reversible all-purpose set by 
Arthur Kroeger served quite adequately 
for the two productions and I ighting and 
costumes were also satisfactory. Ed 
Hildebrand successfully took on the 
dual role of musical and artistic director 
for The Telephone. For the longer and 
more complex oer Apotheker Rudy 
Schellenberg served as musical director 
and John Enns as artistic director. 

The near-capacity, opening-night au
dience obviously enjoyed the evening a 
great deal, as well they should. Thi s is 
exactly the kind of lively, well-executed 
stage entertainment the WMT has the 
energy and resources to give us, and 
which we have come to expect from 
them. The long list of individual credits 
in the printed program shows how 
many talented and dedicated persons 
are required behind the scenes to bring 
off such an artistic achievement. We 
owe them all our grateful thanks. And 
may they give us more of the same 
soon, bitte. mm 

**ANNUITIES *DISABILITY 
*LlFE *FIRE 

*TRAVEL 

P. J. THIESSEN 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

1228-1660 Henderson 
Winnipeg R2G 1 H7 

339-7302 



Business and professional directory 

Wiebe Knowles 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Werner E. Wiebe, C.A. 

Suite 200, 301 Nassau St. N., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 2J5 
Tel. (204) 477-0240 Res. (204) 269-1584 

ErwinP. Warkentin 
B.Th., LLB 

Barrister & Solicitor 

Pauls, Pedlar, Johnston & Warkentin 

201-323 Portage Ave . 

Ph. 947-1397 

Winnipeg , Manitoba 
R3B 2C1 

Res. 786-5048 

ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE 

SIMCOE MOTORS LTD. 
Owner: Henry Suderman 

850 Notre Dame Ave. 

786·6506 
"Quality Work at Fair Prices - Over 25 Years" 
Domestic and Foreign Cars and Light Trucks 

Courtesy Car Available 

Telephone: 947-6801 Area Code : 204 

David G. Unruh 
BA, LL.B. 

Christie, De Graves, Mackay 
Barristers & Solicitors 

400-433 Portage Ave., Winnipeg, Man. R3B 3A5 

Anita Quiring 
• the PERMAN ENT 

. - Real Estate Division Canada Permanent Trust Company 

Buying or Selling? Let Me Explain Our Unique 
"21 Day Cycle" To You 

Call Me 

Res.: 667-2162 or Bus.: 339-9171 
Anita Quiring - The Permanent - And You 

' 1\/1 Unbearable Real Estate Combination " 

Clip and Sd\l(' for quick reference 

Henry Kroeger 

North Kildonan Motors & Auto Body Ltd. 

1372 Henderson Highway 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R2G 1 M8 

Telephone: 338-1551 or 334-6156 

Ken Peters 

JOHN FEHR INSURANCE 
1050 Henderson Highway 

Phone: 338-7811 

HOMEOWNERS PACKAGE 
COMMERCIAL· FIRE· LIFE 

AUTHORIZED (AYtoP1¥1 AGENT 

Courteous Professional Service 

___ Call us for a Quotation for all your Insurance needs __ _ 

CUSTOM CRANKSHAFT SERVICE 
& SUPPLY LTD. 

43 Burnett Ave., Winnipeg, Man. R2G 1C2 

Complete Auto Parts and Servicing 

General Machine Shop and Crakshaft Grinding 
Rechrome and Re-Rod Hydraulic Ramshafts 

HARRY NEUFELD Phone 669-3680 ED HIEBERT 

Bus: 1-745-6014~_ ~ 
Res 257-6606 • ~ 

• 

Brookdale Agencies 
Farm and Commercial Property 

PA UL KLASSEN 
Broker 

P.O. Box 478 19 Main Street 
Carman , Manitoba ROG OJO 

Member of W,nnipeg Real Estate Board 

IS YOUR SUBSCRIPTION DUE? 
If you are wondering when your sub
scription expires, check the address 
label. Anything prior to 8311 would in
dicate that your subscription is now 
due, and we would appreciate receiv
ing payment at your convenience. 
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Business and professional directory 

THORNE Offices throughout Canada 

R_ID_ DEIL ___ _ __ .~., 
Charte red Acco u n tants ~ 

Suite 300-386 Broadway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C OA9 
Telephone (204) 957-1770 

International Firm: 
Klynveld Main Goerdeler & Co. 

WINNIPEG WELDING SUPPLIES LTD. 
45 ARCHIBALD STREET, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 

R2J OV7 

PETER W. DOERKSEN Business 233·3434 
Residence 269·3877 

Bernina: A reputation for 
performance, reliability, 

and good service. 

Dorothy Penner 
159 Irving PI. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
334-2702 

FROLAND ENERGY CONTROL 

Large Savings on Commercial Heating 

Overhead, Hot Water; Electric Heating 

Henry Froese 334-1197 
15 Woodcrest Dr., Wpg. R2V 2T1 

Escorted Coach Holidays 
John Fehr 

1050 Henderson Hwy. President 
Winnipeg, Man. R2K 2M5 Phone (204) 338-9389 

Fehr-Way is the Fun-Way 
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Clip and save for quick refenmce 

William Martens 
Barrister and Solicitor 

137 Scott Street 
(Stradbrook and Scott, 1 Block east of 

Osborne) _ 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Telephone R3L OK9 
475-9420 

Garth P. Reimer 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CAMPBELL, MAXWELL, KOZMINSKI , 
JACKIEW & REIMER 

400-208 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1R7 

Telephone 942-3311 Residence 475-5655 

Winnipeg Building & 
Decorating (1968) Ltd. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS ====== 

• A COMPLETE REMODELLING SERVICE • 

DONALD T. MacANGUS - HENRY THIESSEN 

56 Ellen St., Winnipeg, ~an. - 942-6121 

G. K. BRAUN INSURANCE SERVICES LTD. 

CB 
LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

INCLUDING [e,~.9.P-f.'~)l 

For service, phone or come to: 

Box 130. 171 Donald St., Rm . 301 
Winnipeg, Man . R3C 1M4 
Phone 942-6171 

Rosenor!. Man. ROG 1WO 
Phone 1-746-8411 

?1ta~ateHe '4 ,illiiili e§:J 
SeetdH9 S~fte 

1419A Henderson Hwy. in the Boardwalk Mall 339-2023 
Sewing Machine Sales and Service 6il · Zwicky Cotton and Silk Thread 
= il;..J[ • ., • Calicos 

• Quilting Supplies 
~ . - < I • Classes in: tailoring, basic sewing, 

traditional and machine quilting. 



Licht und Schatten 
in der Mennonitischen Dichtung 
Licht und Schatten (1. Tei/) -
Gedichte von Is. P. Klassen 
Steinbach: Derksen Printers, 1981 

Besprochen von Victor Doerksen 
Ein durchaus i nteressanter Band in dem eine bunte Foige an 
Gedichten, Fotos aus alter und neuer Zeit und Randbemer
kungen des Autors vor Augen passiert. Die Gedichte sind 
meistens lohnende Texte, die trotz eines beschrankten, 
pietistisch gefarbten Wortschatzes doch einen eigenen Stil 
kundgeben und sich nicht, wie sonst so haufig dem ge
wohnlichen Jambentrott fUgen. 

Die Gedichte sind chronologisch aufgeteilt in FrOhling, 
Sommer, Herbst und Winter. Man mag sich wundern, war
um der Sommer, der, wie der Autor sagt, "mit viet MOhe, 
Arbeit und Kampf verbunden/l war, mit nur zwei Gedichten 
vertreten sein sollte. DafUr stehen fUr diesselbe Zeit (die 
dreissiger Jahre) neun Bilder aus der Zeitschrift Volk und 
Welt, 1937, die dem Band ein sonderbares Geprage geben. 

Zeitlich gesehen, zieht der Gedichtband einen weiten 
Bogen, von 1919 bis 1981 und man hatte sich bei einem 
solchen Sachverhalt etwas konkretere Gestaltung des Le
bensweges gewOnscht. Leider herrschen abstrakte Themen 
vor, wie man aus dem Register ersehen kann . Fritz Senn hat 
es uns vorgemacht, wie man auch zeitlose Themen durch 
konkrete Motive und Bilder ausdrOcken kann und wie wirk
sam eine solche Kunst ist. Bei Klassen sind auch da und dort 
ergreifende Bilder zu finden, wie ein paar Beispiele zeigen 
sollen: 

Klar leuchtet die Steppe, mit grosser Wonne, 
1m hellen Aufgang der russischen Sonne. 
Die Lerche steht trillernd im Blau, 
Von Gras und Halm tropft perlend der Tau . 
Es blitzt und strahlt und weht, 
Wenn der Sommermorgen in die Steppe geht. 

Am HOhnengrab steht der Ginster wie Sterne 
Und blaulich flimmert und zittert die Ferne. 
Die Sonne sticht, das Weissgras wellt 
Und Erdlaufer auf die Steine schnellt. 
Es gahnt und ruht und wiegt, 
Wenn der Sommermittag in der Steppe liegt. 

(aus: Die Steppe Russlands) 

Die Mahle 
In Russland stand eine MOhle, 
Die griff weitausgebreitet den Wind. 
Sie drehte die FIOgel rastlos und eilig, 
War wie ein frohes und lustiges Kind . 

Es fragt das Dorf und das Land 
Ganz unverwandt: 
"MOiler, was siehst du im Winde? 
MOiler, was lachst in das Spiel du hinein?/I -
Er ruft: "Mir jubelt das Herz vor Freude, 
Wenn rasend die Winde im FIOgelwerk schrei'n: 
Hort aile es, laut und geschwind: 
"lch bin der MOller der MOhle! 
Ich bin der MOller im Wind!" 
Ja, so rief er, einst und allein, 
Und der Wind trug die Freude 
Weit in die Steppe hinein. 

Yom Osten kam schwarz eine Wolke 
Und hOlite alles ganz dunkel ein; 
Es tobt der Sturm, der Donner rollt, 
Und ein Blitz schlagt in die MOhie hinein . 
Schon ruft das Volk so ungeheuer: 
"Es brennt! Es brennt! - Feuer! - Feuer!" -
Und rot in die Glut des Licht's gehOlit 
Der MOller schreit und brOllt: 
"lch bin der MOller . .. ! Halt ein ... ! Halt ein. . ! 
Wer hat meinen Namen genannt? 
Horst du mein Rufen? Horst du mein Schrein? 
Ich bin verbrannt!" -
Ja, so rief er, einst und allein, 
Und der Sturm trug die Asche 
Weit in die Ferne hinein. 

Hoch im Norden, im Auslauf des Ural, 
Liegt Workuta einsam und klein. 
Und nebenbei, dicht am Sibir, 
GefOlit mit Angst und mit Pein 
Irretiert eine Mine grausam und kalt 
Die Sklaven unheimlich mit Not und Gewalt 
1m finstern Kohlenschacht. 
Du fragst wo sie blieben? 
Ich sag es mit Tranen und Schmerz: 
Sie sind in den Tod getrieben! -
Das Herz ist ihnen gebrochen!
Jetzt modern im Nordlicht 
Die Schadel und Knochen!-
Und unter ihnen, frei von Kummer, 
Ruht auch der MOller jetzt 
In tiefem Schlummer. 
Doch sieh: Yom Eismeer kam der gottliche Schein 
Und sein Wind trug die Sklaven 
Sauselnd in das Heiligtum ein. 
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Gnodentola 
en aundre Menschen 
fonn Victor Peters 

Aus elj no Gnodentol kaum blef etj 
doa bloss enn Winta en daut kaum so. 
En Gnodentol wearen measchtens 
Russlaenda. De measchte Kanaedia 
wearen no Mexiko jetrokken, en bloss 
en poa Familjes wearen tridjjeblewen. 
Nue wud jie dentjen de Gnodentola 
wude sich freien daut noch en junga 
Russl aenda dohankaum. Oba so aus 
Aeltesta Happna bie jieda paussende 
lelejenheit saed: "Weit jefehlt, meine 
Lieben!" 

Etj kaum naemlich loota aus de 
aundre. De wearen hia aul sass loa je
wasst, en saeden, nue well de lung hia 
noa Schoal goanen, tolt tjeene Tax, en 
bie ons enne Schoal es it so wie so aul to 
enj. So saeden de Buerris, en bolt 
saeden daut uck enje von eare Tjinja. 
Na goat, docht etj, dann hoal etj dautj 
met de Kanadaea , met Letjemauns 
lunges. En Letjemauns lehaun fetald mi 
uck de leschicht de jie meist nich 
j lewen woaren. 

Wea von juent wud daut jedocht 
haben daut Schrugge-Hiebats lunges 
Lehra Schaefa en Gnodentol uet de 
Schoal joagen wullen, wiels Lehra 

Schaefa enne Schoal jelastat haud? Oba 
so es it. 

Schrugge-Hiebats haude von Gretna 
bat Morden de baste Paed em Stau!. Se 
wohnden en Gnodentol en wann de 
lunges met de Heiretjs derch'm Darp 
foaren daut sach straum. Nich daut vael 
Gnodentola noa de Gaus randen om de 
to betjitjen . Wiels de Hiebats lunges de 
bruckten to Tieden eene Sproak daut de 
Gnodentola witt auftrokken. loa, wann 
de Tjinja op'm Stich bie de Gaus 
spaelden, holden an vaele Muetta nen, 
daut se de schlachte Wead nicht hea
den. Oba Olle Hiebat moak daut 
nuscht. He wea stollt opp siene lunges 
wann de met stiewe Lien derch'm Darp 
prallden. 

Nue vetalld Letjemauns lehaun - en 
Letkemauns wearen goat befrindt met 
Hiebats, wann se uck op'm aundren Enj 
yom Darp wohnden - waut Lehra 
Schaefa em vegoanen loa jedoanen 
haud. He wul een Wihnachtsprograum 
brinjen, met W ihnachtsboam enn En-
jel. . 

Hiebats en Letjemauns jlewden nich 
aum Wihnachtsboam. En Engel, saed 

Senioren 
ond Pensionare 

Schulsteuerhilfe fUr Pensionare, 
die 1978 und 1979 Hausbesitzer waren 

Seniore (senior citizens) und Pensionare' aus den 
lahren 1978 oder 1979 konnen bis zum 31. Dezem
ber 1983 Vergtinstigungen beantragen, im Rahmen 
des Rentner-Hausbesitzer Schulsteuer-hilfspro
gramms fUr 1978179. Summen bis zu $100. sind 
erhaltIich, in Rillen wo Steuem $375. tiberstieg. 

Weitere Informationen sind zu haben beim Man
itoba Tax Assistance Office; Zimmer 309, Norquay 
Building. Anruf (in Winnipeg): 943-3401; aus
serhalb rufe man "0" und verlange Zenith 36400 
(kostenlos). 
*Personen im Alter zwischen 55-64 , die mind
estcns die Halite ihrer Einkommen dllrch 
Relllen erhielten . 
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lehaun, wearen em Himmel, oba nich 
en Gnodento!' 

"Stall di faa," saed lehaun, "de Lehra 
Schaefa wul doa Gnodentolsche M e
jalles aus Engel vetj leden, witt aujetrok
ken en met Flichten. Es daut nich je
spatat?" 

Etj wul mie daut met Letjemauns 
lehaun nich vedoawen, en saecl am 
nich daut etj kratjt so vebiestat wea aus 
Lehra Schaefa, en claut mie Enjel en 
Wihnachtsboam nuscht Nies wea. 

"En Kuehl en laun Friesen," saecl 
lehaun, "de sent Schoaltrustees, oba de 
sent hia jeboaren en sullen billicn baeta 
weten. Oba cle loaten dem Schaefa 
doanen wauta wei!." lehaun wort gauns 
iwrich aus he mie daut vetalld . 

"Nae," hauden Hiebats lunges 
jesacht, "jelastat woat en onse Schoal 
nich." Aum Wihnachtsowent, aus de 
Schoal aul "Stille Nacht" jesungen 
haud, wullen H iebats lunges clem Lehra 
eruethoalen en daut Prograum opbre
tjen. Oba se haude nich met Hendritj 
Kuehl jeretjent. Kuehl haud sich ene 
Dea jestallt - en wann Kuehl sich ene 
Dea stalld dann wea doa besied nich 
vael Ruem - en haud jesacht: "De 
Lehra blift enne Schoal, jie bliewe 
bueten, enn daut Prograum jeit wieda. " 

Hiebats lunges weare sea opjemud
dat, oba so weare se uck nich daut se 
Helje Owent losstjiele wudden. De 
Sach wurde se loata settle, haude se 
jement. Oba eene Schaund wear it, 
haude se jement, enn Letjemaun s 
lehaun stemmd an bie, daut it sowiet 
kome musst, daut enne Gnodentolsche 
Schoal jelastat wort. 

Dissen struggle jewonnt Lehra 
Schaefa. loarelang haud he Wihnachts
boam enn Enjel opm Wihnachtspro
graum. Den aundren struggle jewonnt 
he nich . 

To de Tiet wort en Gnodentol sea mis
sionaet. Bolt docht daut haulwe Darp 
daut meist aulles Suend wea. Ditt moal 
wearen daut nich Kanaedia, nae Russ
laenda. Eenje von an hauden en Russ
launt sogoa noa de Zentrafschoaf je
goanen. 

Aus Schaefa daut naejchste loa enn 
Stetj von Schilla feafearen wul - etj 
jlew daut wea de "Wilhelm Tell", donn 
gauf daut Trubble. "Waut, Buenestetja 
en Gnodentol? Weltliche Sachen? 
Sowaut leaft nich!" Lehra Schaefa 
prowd op de Lied entoraeden, oba bolt 
hauden de woant dofea wearen schis 
fer de woant dojaejen wearen. Enn bolt 
saed meist daut gaunze Darp: "Do daut 
nich Schaefa!" Enn Lehra Schaefa musst 
ennbetjen. 

Daut wea nich emma feicht mank 
onse Lied Lehra to sennen. 

mm 



WeihnachtsDliirchen 
Vor einigen Jahren gab Waldemar Janzen den bebilderten 
Text dieses Marchens wieder heraus. In diesen kristallklaren 
Versen sehen wiretwas von der heileren Weltder russischen 

. Mennoniten vor dem I. Weltkrieg. Zu Weihnachten 
wiinscht man sich - auch heute - den Jubel und die 
Freude des Liedes - auf das in diesem Gedicht mehrmals 
angespielt wurde. Der ganze, schon herausgegebene Text 
ist noch erhaltlich durch CM. B. C Publications, die uns 
freundlicherweise den Abdruck gestatteten. 

Auszug aus: "Das Marchen vom Weihnachtsmann" 
von Johannes Heinrich Janzen. 

's war ein schaner Heil ' ger Abend: 
Tausend gold'ne Sternlein blitzten 
An dem dunkelblauen Himmel , 
Und mitunter klang es leise 
Durch die Luft, als ob die Sterne 
Aile lauteten wie Glackchen . -
- Dicht versammelt um die Mutter 
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Sassen in der warmen Stube 
Freudig aufgeregt die Kinder. 

Und sie sprachen durtheinander 
Ober all' die Weihnachtsfeste, 
Die sie fruher schon erlebten. 
Lauschten dann wie ihre Mutter 
Die Geschichte von dem Nussklaas 
Und dem Tannenbaum erzahlte, 
Sangen auch mit lauter Stimme: 
"Welchen Jubel, welche Freude 
Bringt die liebe Weihnachtszeit!" 
- "Horch, was war das? Aile lauschten. 
Knirscht nicht der Schnee da draussen? 
Klang es nicht, wie gold'ne Glockchen? 
Roch es nicht nach Tannenbaumchen? 
- Mauschenstille ward's im Zimmer. 
Plotzlich rief klein Gretchen: "Schaut mal! 
"Dort am Fenster!" - Ja, dort stand er, 
Gross und weiss mit langem Barte. 
Rasch versteckte sich klein Gretchen 
Hinter ihrer Mutter Kleidern, 
Doch das naseweise Lenchen 
Lief zum Fenster. "Guten Abend!" 
Rief sie laut, - da war er fort. 
Lange schauten noch die Kinder 
Durch das Fenster auf die Strasse, 
Ob sie nicht den grossen Schimmel 
Oder seinen weissen Schlitten 
Irgendwo erblicken konnten. 
Doch yergebens, nur die Sterne 
Blickten freundlich durch die .A.ste, 
Und der Baume dunkle Stamme 
Ragten aus dem weissen Schnee. 
- Fruh sind sie zu Bett gegangen, 
Schwer fiel's ihnen einzuschlafen. 
Doch nach einer halben Stunde 
Horte man sie ruhig schnarchen. 
Nur klein Gretchen konnte lange 
Nicht die klaren .A.uglein schliessen. 
Immer musste sie dran denken, 
Dass der Weihnachtsmann im Gurtel 
Eine grosse Rute trage 
Fur die bosen kleinen Kinder. 
Und klein Gretchen war ja bOse, 
Hatte doch am Heil'gen Abend 
Hanschen in den Arm gekniffen. 
Traurig lag sie da und dachte: 
"Ach, mir bringt er wohl die Rute!" 
Leise dann auf Zehenspitzen 
1st zu Hanschen sie gegangen, 
Und nach langem starkem Rutteln 
Wachte auf der kleine Mann. 
"Liebes Hanschen, ach, verzeih mir! 
"Will gewiss nicht wieder kneifen" ... 
Und sie weinte heisse Tranen. 
Hanschen rieb sich faul die Augen. 
"Liebes Gretchen, ach, du Dumme! 
"Bin ja gar nicht bos gewesen." 
Und dann schlief auch schon der Faulpelz. 
Gretchen stieg zuruck ins Bett. 
Horch, da klangen leise Schritte 
Draussen in dem tiefen Schnee. 
Leise ward die Tur geoffnet, 
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Leise rauscht's im andern Zimmer. 
Jetzt hort Gretchen etwas klappern, 
Und dann raschelt's und dann klingt's
"Ach, jetzt ist er da!" denkt Gretchen, 
.A.ngstlich kriecht sie mit dem Kopfe 
Unter ihre warme Decke. 
"Wenn er nur nicht hierher kame!" 
Denkt sie noch, - dann schlaft sie ein. 

Morgens, noch war alles dunkel, 
Rief Mama mit froher Stimme: 
"Kinder! auf! der Weihnachtsmann 
,,1st des Nachts bei uns gewesen!" 
Aile springen aus den Betten, 
Heute gibt's nicht einen Faulen. 
Selbst das dicke, plumpe Hanschen, 
Das sonst immer als der Letzte 
Aus dem warmen Neste kroch, 
Springt heut hurtig auf die Beine, 
Reibt mit seinen dicken Fausten 
Noch ein paarmal seine Augen, 
Und dann zieht er, halb im Traume, 
Sich verkehrt die Hosen an. 
Aile lachen, - auch er seiber; 
Nur klein Gretchen, still und traurig, 
Hat noch keine Weihnachtsfreude, 
Furchtet immer noch die Rute. -
Doch - da offnet sich die Ture. 
Strahlend glanzt im Schein der Kerzen 
Auf dem Tisch der Weihnachtsbaum; 
Um ihn her auf Tisch und StGhlen 
Liegen Puppen,. Pferdchen, Kuchen, 
Nusse, Schlittschuh, Schokolade. 
Jubelnd springen sie und suchen 
Jeder das, was ihm gehort. 
"Schaut, hier ist ein Brief an Gretchen!" 
Lenchen ruft's, und aile wollen 
Horen, was darin geschrieben. 
"Gretchen kann ihn noch nicht lesen", 
Sagt Mama, "komm her, mein Kind, 
"Hor' mal zu, was dir der liebe 
"Weihnachtsmann hineingeschrieben: 
"Liebes Gretchen, sei nicht traurig, 
"Denn ich lieb' dich, wie die andern. 
"Brauchst dich nicht vor mir zu fUrchten, 
"Denn du liebst ja Hanschen wieder. 
"Meine Rute hab' ich gestern 
"Unterwegs im Wald verloren." 
Aile Kinder mussten lachen, 
Weil der Weihnachtsmann die Rute 
Unterwegs verlieren konnte. 
Doch am meisten lachte Gretchen, 
"Und der dicke Hans schrie lachend: 
"Gut, dass er nur bloss die Rute, 
"Und nicht auch mein pferd verlor!" 
"Und die Puppen!" sagte Lenchen. 
"Und die Kuchen," lachte Gretchen. 
"Kinder, ruhig!" rief die Mutter. 
"Haben ja noch nichts gesungen." 
Und mit schallend lauter Stimme 
Sangen Vater, Mutter, Kinder: 
"Welchen Jubel, welche Freude 
"Bringt die liebe Weihnachtszeit!" 



zur (r1h~ 
diskussion 
Man mag in diesen Tagen, in denen der 
kalte Krieg wieder angeheizt wird und 
in denen die ethisehe und religiose Ori
entierung sieh in einem verwirrenden 
Durehe inander darbietet, -Ieieht dem 
Pessimismus verfallen. Selbst im Men
nonitentum fragt man siehl ob es noeh 
eine klare Linie gibt und Ziele, uber die 
wir uns einigen konnen. fin Leser hat 
nun folgendes, optimistisehe Gedieht 
eingesandt welches wir gerne, zur Dis
kussion, bringen: 

Vnsere Aussicht 

(fingesandt von Peter Kroeger) 

"Das Gottesreich", so sagen Menschen, 
"ist auf dem Weg zum Untergang. 
Was man durch lange Jahre baute, 
das steht gewiss nun nicht mehr lang." 

Wir mustern darauf unsre Reihen, 
zu sehen, wie es um uns steht, 
ob wirklich Jesu Werk auf Erden 
bald schmahlich fallt und untergeht? 

Da sehen wir die alten Bruder 
als der Gemeinde Saulen steh 'n; 
so hoffen wir, trotz allem Spotten: 
Das Werk wird doch nicht untergeh'n. 

Solange solche Bruder wachen 
und nach dem Rechten werden seh'n, 
wird unser Bund, durch Gottes Gnade 
und Hilfe, weiter noch besteh'n. 

Und, Gatt sei Dank, da sind auch welche, 
die in des Mannes Vollkraft steh'n; . 
wir schau'n auf sie mit heil'gem Stolze, 
wenn wir sie bei der Arbeit seh 'n. 

Gott hat sein Volk noch nicht verlassen 
und sorgt fUr dessen Unterhalt. 
Fur Geist und Seele gibt er Speise 
in manigfaltiger Gestalt. 

Auch treten in der Vater Spuren 
noch junge Manner voller Mut; 
sie brennen fur die heil'ge Sache 
und achten nicht auf ird'sches Gut. 

So haben wir denn freud'ges Hoffen 
noch weiter und auf lange Zeit, 
und uberwinden die Bedenken, 
die Satan auf den Weg uns streut, 

Wir sehen lichte Zukunftsbilder 
und hoffen fest auf unsern Gott, 
Die Welt wird durch den Dienst der Bruder 
mit ihrem Hohnen selbst zu S~ott. 

A.P.W. 

(~ the Roet's 
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Herbsdied 
An solchen Tagen, wo das Laub der WeTt 
Auf alles was wir sind, hinunterfallt; 
Wo Tag und Nacht und Wind und Regen -
Die Krafte der Natur nichts mehr vermogen zu bewegen -
An solchen Tagen brauchen Kinder ihre Vater. 

An solchen Tagen wird die Dunkelheit wohl siegen 
Und Trubnis, Schwermut werden uberwiegen, 
Wo Garten, Weiden, verheissungsvolle Boten 
Geweiht sind nun dem stillen Reich der Toten -
An solchen Tagen brauchen Kinder ihre Vater. 

Die Waage der Natur verliert ihr Gleichgewicht, 
Und Hoffnung, Liebe, aile Zuversicht: 
Sie bergen kein versprechend-ahnend Wesen; 
Sie sind zum Sterben auserlesen -
In solchen Nachten brauchen Kinder ihre Vater. 

- von Jack Thiessen 

more Our Word 

far, to very difficult places, to serve more effectively and to 
gain a new perspective on life. We have observed triumphs 
over alcoholism, and an ongoing, courageous struggle with 
the demons that cause it. We have seen people reducing the 
size of their aspirations, in the light of current possibilities 
and against their own natural desires to want more. 

We have been surprised by the thoughtfulness of others. 
When some of our neighbours fought tenaciously - and so 
far successfully - to prevent retarded persons from living 
around them, we were encouraged by the large number of 
individuals, and churches, that actively intervened on be
half of the handicapped. We asked ourselves whether we, 
and our church, would have done the same. 

And the church is often there where it should be. When 
our government caters to our fears by restricting the flow of 
new immigrants, the church is one of the few institutions to 
protest this diminution of compassion. Even in the political 
realm there are those who are able to inspire us with high 
ideals and performance. Douglas Roche of Edmonton de
serves our respect for his dedicated peacemaking, and 
Stanley Knowles is appropriately honoured in Winnipeg for 
using his political office on behalf of others. 

God is clearly not dead. He who revealed Himself to us 
in that most unpromising of all situations - a barn stable in 
Bethlehem - remains with us in the most unpromising 
situations of our own life. The darkness is there, but so is the 
Light, and the darkness has not overcome it. That is the 
promise of Christmas - and because of it I will rejoice once 
again this Christmas, and live life abundantly. 

- Roy Vogt 
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The Promise of Christmas: 
Living Between Hope and Cynicism 

"I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly." 
(John 1O:1O). 

T his is supposed to be the season of joy, but I'm not sure at 
this point that it will be. I have just finished reading Andreas 
Schroeder's Shaking It Rough, a chronicle of prison life, and 
I know that he is right when he affirms again and again that 
much of the quiet desperation, boredom, and fear that one 
encounters in prison is a mere reflection of human life 
outside of prison . We are meant to live life abundantly, but 
few do. 

That melancholy judgment is prompted not only by 
Schroeder's book but by a quick glance over the past years. 
A number 6f things that I have learned about human beings, 
including myself, and about human institutions, seem in
creas ingly to haunt me. At the risk of feed ing your own 
cynic ism let me list a few. I have come to feel that human 
beings are capable of changing only to a limited degree. 
Behavior patterns can be changed; people can stop smok
ing, hitting, drinking, stealing - considerable achieve
ments in themselves - but basic drives like greed, envy, 
ambition, duplicity, and hostility are much more intracta
ble. Religion remains, in my opinion, one of the most potent 
forces for change, but unfortunately it can also be used to 
delude people into thinking that they have changed when 
they haven't. The most fertile ground for change is to be 
found in those who admit that they still have a lot of chang
ing to do. 

I am disturbed further by our tendency to settle for the 
most superficial aspects of the ventures in which we are 
involved . For every student that is motivated by a sincere 
desire to learn, I seem to encounter ten who have reduced 
learning to mark-getting, and mark-getting to a minimum 
use of minimum material. Political parties have found that 
voters are more interested in personalities than in issues. In 
our churches we are always ready to build better edifices for 
our own enjoyment but few efforts are made to immerse the 
church in the world. 

I remain surprised at the number of uses to which re
ligion can be put. Many seem to feel that the purpose of the 
Christian faith is to give them an advantage over others . "I've 
got heaven, you don't- har har har!" Adherence to the faith 
is used as a means to judge others. In some communities 
judging contests are going on all the time . One has the 
impression that people wouldn't know what to do if this 
process were suddenly stopped. It seems almost heretical to 
suggest that the purpose of Jesus was not to give us any 
advantage over others but to reach out in love to others. 
Such love may occasionally involve judgment and rebuke, 
but the recipients of it know whether those seemingly harsh 
aspects are part of a self-glorifying game or a genuine 
expression of concern. 

30 I mennonite mirror I december 1983 

The list of life's disturbing features has become eve n~ 
longer. For most people life does not seem to end very' 
well. I have had numerous occasions to visit nursing homes 
this year. Despite the high quality of care that I have ob
served there, the way in which most people age is pro
foundly disturbing. We have found the means to lengthen 
man's physical life, but there are not enough nutrients left 
for a vital spiritual , personally-satisfying life. I am con
vinced that this is one of the major, unresolved dilemmas of 
our time . 

Finally I am appalled by the very real possibility that we 
will be incapable of preventing the destruction of every
thing that God has enabled us to create. Even the threat of a 
nuclear holocaust cannot, apparently, stop the madness of 
war. We insist on attributing such evil to our opponents that 
war seems necessary. Most of us remain far too gullible to 
the machinations of our own governments. We cannot ad
mit to ourselves that a Reagan may be every bit as dangerous 
to this world as an Andropov. It remains sadly true that if our 
government should decide tomorrow that for its own self
interest it should attack Iceland ten years from now, in less 
than ten years it would be able to convince us that such a 
mission was not only inevitable but righteous. 

Is this image of life too bleak? I don't think so, but it is 
incomplete, and can therefore be quite misleading. We 
should be able to look the harshest realities right in the face 
- but fortunately that is not the only face we encounter in 
this world . I say this not because I want now to escpe those 
realities but because, as I look over the past years, I do 
indeed catch the image of another kind of reality as well. I 
see this partly because I still will to see it. Cynicism is no 
surer guide to life than hope. As a poet has said, "if hopes be 
dupes, fears may be liars ." When I thus will to see another 
side to life I d iscover that it is there . 

I recall here what a friend told me recently. "Each morn
ing I begin the day by asking whether the whole enterprise is 
worthwhile. Is there any point in being a certain kind of 
person, a Mennonite, a Christian? Somehow by the after
noon I have been reminded of enough things to keep me 
going." 

At this season I too am reminded of things that keep me 
going. The music of the church is one of them. The verbal 
assurances of many sermons may awaken more questions 
than they still - though the reading of the Psalms and of 
other biblical passages retains much of its old power - but 
when the choir sings "Heilig, Heilig, Heilig," or " For God 
So Loved the World" the darkness around m~ is suddenly 
overcome. Those sounds tell me more than almost anything 
else that we are not merely a pile of bones and flesh. Even 
the decay of old age will ultimately be transformed by that 
Power. 

Though human beings are slow to change, we have seen 
change in people around us. Several couples have travelled 
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