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Together 
we can get it right. 

Learning a new tune, 
like coming to a new 
country, is not easy. 

It takes time, 
and effort. 

Mistakes 
before success. 

Living in harmony is 
no different, because, 

Understanding, like music, 
comes with learning. 

Together, 
we can get it right. 

Canaaa 



My Mother Breaks Her Leg 
by Hannah Friesen 
My mother was a heavy-set lady. She 
was tall, large-boned, handsome. She 
was a proud woman who didn't like to 
depend on others for help. Self-suffi
ciency was her motto. 

She liked fresh air. Every evening be
fore going to bed she would go outside 
and stand on the steps for some deep
breathing exercises. Like some people 
take their nightcap of brandy, every 
night she took fresh air. She would stand 
up perfectly straight, noisily breathe in 
through her nose, and then breathe out 
through her mouth. She did this maybe 
ten times, every night, winter and sum
mer alike. She said it was much 
healthier to sleep with lungs full of fresh 
air than with lungs full of stale air. She 
always encouraged us, her children, to 
do the same. Sometimes I did but I 
could never make it to the count of ten 
before I got dizzy and had to retreat 
inside the house to sit down. 

My mother loved to go for walks. In 
winter especially. She thought staying 
indoors was a most unhealthy thing to 
do. So in the evenings after supper in the 
winter's early darkness we bundled our
selves up in boots, coats, scarves and 
mitts, and went walking. Sometimes 
there was just her and me, sometimes a 
whole group of us. I was always half
scared in the cold darkness, for we 
could quite clearly hear the coyotes 

howling across the river. When we 
walked I always walked in front - in 
case some unknown creature came 
from behind I would have a chance to 
get away. I never told my mother I was 
scared on these walks. I didn't feel she 
would understand. She expected every
one to hold their own. She was ex
tremely impatient with whineyness. 

My mother was not careful of what 
she wore on her feet- unlike my father, 
who was practically neurotic about his 
footwear. On rainy, or cold, or dry days 
he had exactly the right pair of shoes to 
wear. He kept them in exactly the right 
place, too. Some in his closet, some 
under his bed, some under his desk. 
None in the front hall where everyone 
else left their shoes. If he left them 
there, there was a chance my mother 
would slip a pair on to make a quick trip 
to the kitchen, which was located in the 
centre of our community. Once when 
my cousin stayed with us to help with 
some carpentry in the house my mother 
slipped into his rubbers and went to the 
kitchen . I heard him say to my father, 
"Uncle Joe, I'm sure I left my rubbers in 
the front hall, but I just can't find them." 
Without looking up my father said, 
"Your auntie will be back with them 
shortly." My cousin left it at that, but I 
saw a puzzled look on his face. 

The kitchen was located in the centre 

of the community. Each family had its 
own home but went to eat in a common 
dining room next to the kitchen in the 
centre building. All except little chil
dren up to the age of five, sick people, 
or special visitors. They ate at home. 
Food was brought from the kitchen for 
them. 

On such occasions my mother car
ried the food to our home. Sometimes 
my big sister did, too, but most often it 
was my mother. 

There was a big central bell. When 
meals were almost ready the bell would 
be rung. That was first call. It meant, 
"Wash up, come and get food for 
whoever is at home." When the second 
bell rang it was time to go straight to the 
dining room to eat. 

On this day it was winter, crispy cold. 
There was a patch of ice in front of our 
steps. My mother knew it was there, of 
course, because she· had asked my fa
ther several times to remove it but he 
hadn't gotten around to it. Now she was 
late for dinner. The second bell had 
gone; she was supposed to have her 
food already at home. Hurriedly she 
grabbed a pair of shoes, loafers with 
slippery soles and heels, and ran to the 
kitchen. She filled her dishes with food, 
then returned quickly to her home. 

She was walking fast, concentrating 
on doing her job. Then her slippery 
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shoes met the sl ippery ice. She lurched 
forward, trying to balance the food she 
was holding, regained her balance, 
then fell awkwardly, landing on her 
back, leg twisted underneath her, soup, 
meat, potatoes, and chocolate pudding 
on the ice a II around her. 

She lay there stunned, unable to get 
up. Some men, late for dinner, saw what 
had happened. They carne over, sat her 
up, put her arms around their shoulders, 
and half-ca rried, half-pulled her inside 
the house, where they left her. She mut
tered an embarrassed thank-you as they 
left. In terrible pain she hobbled to her 
bed. 

Soon my father carne home. He 
found my mother groaning on the bed. 
He took off her shoes, gave her a proper 
lecture for wearing such inappropriate 
footwear, and told her to stay in bed. 
"I ' ll go and telephone the chiropractor," 
he sa id. 

The chiropractor was a Hutterite in 
another colony not far away. He was a 
self-taught man who was supposed to 
have a ·natural gift for setting bones. 
People went to him regularly for all 
kinds of aches and pains. He seemed to 
help them, too. 

My mother, however, was not a be
liever in his abilities. She disliked him, 
doubted him. But on this occasion she 
gave in. She needed help. He had 
helped others. Perhaps her doubts were 
ill-founded. 

Mr. Wipf, the chiropractor, came in 
the evening. My mother's knee by now 
was swollen and had a blue bruise by 
her kneeca p. "Whip," as everyone 
called him, looked at the leg, grabbed 
hold of it and yanked it this way, then 
twisted the knee that way. My mother 
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groaned in pain. Tears came to her eyes 
but she did not cry out. "Now you can 
walk," said Whip in his abrupt manner. 
"Get up and walk." My mother was 
doubtful. Hanging onto the bed she 
stepped first on her good leg. Then 
slowly, gingerly, she stepped on the 
other leg. The pain was sharp, weaken
ing. She almost fell again. "Oh, you're 
just exaggerating," said Whip. 

This hurt my mother's pride. Could 
she not take a little pain? Was she exag
gerating? She tried walking again, but 
this time fell to the floor, wincing with 
pain and anger. "Help her to her bed," 
said Whip, "she'll be all right later." This 
was his way of saving face. He left pre
tending he thought everything was all 
right. 

As soon as Wh i P was out of the house 
my mother shouted at my father, "I told 
you he was no good! He made my leg 
worse. I really can't even move it, it 
hurts so much." My father by now was 
worried and told my sisters to help get 
my mother ready to take to the doctor in 
town. 

The doctor took x-rays of the knee. 
"Strange," he said, " the bone has been 
broken, but it's also been pressed out of 
place. I don' t see why the broken bone 
is so spread about." Then my mother 
told him about the chiropractor, Wipf. 
The doctor shook his head in disbelief. 
He sat down across from my mother, 
took her hand in his and said, "This is 
what happened. When you fell you 

broke a bone in your knee. Thi s chi
ropractor pushed the broken pieces 
around, spread them out a bit. We will 
have to operate and try to repair the 
bone. You will have to be in a cast for at 
least six weeks." 

My mother was put in hospita I, had 
her surgery, had the cast put on, and 
returned home to convalesce. 

She was a miserable patient. She felt 
sorry for herself. Her cast was huge. It 
reached from her ankle right up past her 
knee. Sometimes it felt damp and cold, 
sometimes it felt too hot. She com
plained. She sang long, incredibly sad 
songs to cheer herself up. None of us, 
except my oldest sister, could stand the 
gloom. We all disappeared when she 
started to sing; it was as if she wanted to 
push us away. She wanted to be left 
alone in her gloom. She said later that 
she healed herself with those songs. It 
was a kind of making contact with her 
spiritual self, she said. 

Whip's name was not mentioned in 
our house again. All of us children grew 
up with a deep mistrust of any chi
ropractor. And although we often heard 
from others that they went to chiroprac
tors and were helped, we said nothing. 
We knew better. mm 



A vision for the future from an 
understanding of the Past 

by Mary M. Enns 

DUring their years in Russia, Men
nonites made no apparent attempts to 
establish an historical society. Yet when 
their heritage seemed to be threatened 
in their new homeland, it did not take 
much to see such a society established 
to help preserve that heritage and to 
foster interest in their own origins and 
development. 

It was not until the 1930s that the first 
efforts for an historical association were 
felt in Manitoba. They came from a 
youth movement in the Altona area, 
and men like J. J. Siemens, P. J. Schaefer, 
B. Ewert, W. Friesen, and H. Hamm, 
provided the leadership to those early 
initiatives. 

"With the outbreak of World War II in 
1939," says Gerhard Ens, editor of the 
Bote and one of the founders of the 
Society, "the Mennonite church and 
civic leaders were worried about the 
lack of knowledge among the Men
nonite young people with regard to 
what Mennonites and the Mennonite 
Church stood for. An ad hoc committee 
was therefore formed for this specific 
purpose and lessons were prepared for 
use in study groups and clubs in the 
Mennonite communities. P. J. Schaefer 
worked with Inspector Neufeld on this 
and enlarged upon the theme of origins 
and teachings of Mennonite s. 
Schaefer's four booklets Woher, Wohin, 
Mennoniten? were published by the 
Mennonite Agricultural Advisory Com
mittee under the auspices of Oas Histo
rische Kommittee. The first, a sister 
committee to the Aeltesten Rat was to 
advise the Bishops' Council on how to 
deploy the CO's [conscientious objec-

tors] but it was never recognized as such 
and soon became defunct. The church 
leaders per se were not initiators of this 
program of Mennonite education, the 
particular needs and concerns re lated 
to Mennonite identity and witness and 
the concerns of the CO's. Helena Sie
mens, sister of J. J. Siemens, was in
volved in this work and did some 
writing. Schaefer continued to write his 
history series, since he needed material 
for instruction in Mennonite history in 
the Mennonite Collegiate Institute, 
Gretna. Friesen, backed by various 
groups, printed the series and was paid 
as the money from book sales came in." 

. '" , 

, . " :'.'. 

l _ . . . 

One of the many historical monuments erected il1 
Manitoba by the province's historical societies. 

"The Rhineland agricultural involve
ment here," continues Lawrence Klip
penstein, historian and archivist, "was 
explained by the fact that J. J. Siemens 
was a key man in that organ ization and 
at the same time closely involved w ith 
Mennonite concerns in this homoge
neous Mennonite municipality. It was a 
concern less theological than people
oriented-cultura lly, educationally and 
co-operati vel y." 

However, when the war ended, the 
urgency within the committee ended 
with it and interest in the project waned 
for some years. What was it, then, that 
brought about a resurgence of interest 
in a historical society? It seems that P. J. 
Schaefer was strongly influential here. 
"He re-sparked tremendous new inter
est in the immigration of the 1870's by 
his book The Mennonites in Canada 
[Volume II of his series]" states Ens. 

P. J. Schaefer, a Lutheran by birth and 
education, became a Mennonite when 
he married in Russ ia. Not having grown 
up in the Mennonite tradition, he had 
no axe to grind. He had proved himself 
during his many years of teaching and 
his word exerted influence. He was a 
man who had earned the trust of the A lt
Kolonier, the Sommerfelder, the MBs, 
the GCs - in short, the Russlaender
as well as the Kanadier. He had instant 
rapport with people and he acted as a 
catalyst. 

The 75th anniversary of the immigra
tion of the 1870s was celebrated in 1949 
with the building of a cairn at the Post 
Road running from Emerson to Gretna 
and West. This was done under the aus-
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pices of an ad hoc committee, in the 
absence of a historical society. 

By 1958 Schaefer had finished writ
ing hi s se ries on Mennonite History. 
Gerhard Ens felt the time had now come 
to organi ze a society with membership 
fees, with a purpose of backing the sort 
of work Schaefer had done, to plan for 
the Mennonite Centenn ial, to get the 
ball rolling for a Mennonite museum 
and to encourage research and publ ica
tion in M anitoba. The first executive 
was made up of G . Lohrenz, president, 
G. Ens, secretary, P. J. B. Reimer, J. A. 
Toew s, Ted Friesen, J. c. Reimer, J. J. 
Reimer, J. Rempe l and F. Zacharias. 
"We dec ided to publish dissertations," 
says Gerhard Lohrenz, "dealing with 
Mennonite life . We published F. C. Pe
ters' study "A Comparison of Attitudes 
and Values Expressed by Mennonite 
and non-Mennonite College students." 

"The credit for taking the initiative in 
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the museum project," insists Ens, "must 
go to Victor Peters. He presented a pa
per on the need and va lue of such a 
project as well as some concrete sug
gestions on the building of the mu
seum." The trio of Reimers - P. J. B. 
along with J. c. and J. J. Reimer - was 
instrumental in bringing into being the 
vision of the museum. J. c. Reimer was 
the avid collector and antiquarian, J.J. 
the practical, well-connected business
man who got the co-operation of the 
federal and provincial governments. 
Every premier in Manitoba since Duff 
Roblin was on a first name basis with 
him. P. J. B. Reimer was the idealist and 
passionate historian with an accurate 

knowledge of the past and a shining 
vision of his people and what gave them 
significance. He has over the yea rs 
provided not only enthusiasm and ex
pertise but made sizable contributions 
to museum projects such as the pioneer 
school now being refurbished for the 
museum. 
Th~ society got a major boost by plug

ging into the centennial celebrations of 
Canada's birthday in 1967, the M an
itoba Centennial in 1970 and the M en
nonite Centennial in 1974. 

Land had been acquired in 1964 just 
outside of Steinbach for the site of the 
Village Museum, a site chosen because 
historically it was closest to the place 
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where the Mennonites had originally 
settled. Also, it was in Steinbach, that 
the greatest interest for the museum was 
shown and it held the largest con
centration of business people willing to 
contribute substantially. In addition, 
Steinbach's J. C Reimer owned a sizea
ble collection of artifacts inherited from 
his pioneer grandfather Klaas Reimer, 
and was willing to donate it to the pro
posed museum. J. J. Reimer's architect 
son Norman was willing to draw up 
plans for the buildings. In fact, aside 
from later supporting Frank Epp's First 
Volume of The History of the Men
nonites in Canada the Historical So
ciety's interests and resou rces have 
been concentrated chiefly on the mu
seum over the years 

Ens smiles as he recalls those early 
days: "At first we thought we could do it 
with minimum funding; we would buy 
an old farmstead and fill it with Prell 
[junk]. Then we decided we wanted 
something of value. The land was ex
pensive, the artifacts building would be 
expensive, moving buildings 60-100 
miles was costly. However one of the 
most expensive and important projects 
was the windmill. We brought in Dutch 
millwright Jan Medendorp. The Dutch 
government paid for that, partly be
cause of the Mennonite connection but 
also because it was good for interna
tional relations and publicity. Even at 
that the mill cost us about $100,000, 
though the construction crew was made 
up almost entirely of volunteers. All the 
machinery and the grind stones were 
brought in from Europe. Eight 32-foot
long Douglas fir timbers were brought 
in from B. c." The artifacts were do
nated but two steam engines were 
bought, the last one restored, gratis, 
courtesy of the Transcona Shops of the 
CN in recognition of the excellent work 
of the Mennonite Disaster Service and 
as a tribute to the Mennonite people. 

Another project involved the ship
ping from Russia to Canada of two stone 
monuments; the Bartsch memorial in 
1968, with the transportation paid for by 
the Historical Society, and the Hoepp
ner memorial in 1973, the cost of which 
was funded entirely by the large Hoep
pner clan in Canada. 

From 1972 onward the centennial 
committee with Gerhard Lohrenz as its 
chairman worked hard toward the 1974 
Mennonite centennial celebration. The 
principal festivities took place on a Sun
day at the Winnipeg Arena. Premier Ed 
Schreyer and other dignitaries were 
present to add significance to this im
portant day in the history of the Man
itoba Mennonites. A plaque of com-

memmoration was placed on the South 
wall of the Legislative Building. Ens tells 
of an expedition taken at this time. "We 
followed the pathway of the 1873 dele
gates from Russia, starting at Upper Fort 
Garry." The Centennial caused many 
spin-offs such as celebrations in indi
vidual communities and the publication 
of books. 

In 1975 the centennial committee be
came the cultural committee. Four 
years later the Museum Society, along 
with the cultural committee as part of it 
separated from the Manitoba Men-

nonite Historical Society. The latter kept 
its name but prepared a new constitu
tion, a new program and a new execu
tive. Lawrence Klippenstein had been 
involved in the Centennial planning. 
"Now that that was finished the Society 
decided that many of the things they 
had initiated earlier on, such as book 
publications, educational activities and 
developing the cultural side of the mu
seum, should be kept going." Later he 
joined the new MMHS as its secretary. 
At the Heritage Centre he is the histo
rian-archivist and serves as editor of the 
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Mennonite Historian. 
I-Ias there been growth within the so

ciety? Klippenstein feels there has been 
considerable development, notably in 
the fi eld of publication. "Membership 
has grown, the Heritage Centre has de
veloped its constituency, the periodi
cals their readership - all this repre
senting major achievement of the ob
jectives of that small committee of 
1958. The schools are offering a few 
more Mennonite History courses." In
terest in Menn. history is growing at all 
levels. "Recently," says Victor 
Doerksen, the current president of the 
Society, "I had a request for materials 
from our Winnipeg Mennonite Elemen
tary School. We were not able to pro
duce these but were able to direct them 
to some sources." 

Why are there several Mennonite 
Historical Societies across the country? 
Klippenstein explains: "Reasons for this 
include regional and varied interests, 
the geography of Canada and the grow
ing size of the Mennonite community. It 
has kept the thing from becoming un
wieldy and has allowed special inter
ests to develop." 

Will a society like Manitoba's help to 
keep alive and healthy the interest in 
Mennonitism of the Mennonites of the 

future? Klippenstein feels that for long
term preservation and continuity the in
terests and objectives must become 
lodged in agencies like schools and 
churches that have an on-going pro
gram of keeping Mennonite identifica
tion, concerns and distinctiveness alive 
and he hopes the society can be a de
vice and stimulation for that. "Whether 
the young Mennonites of today will be 
part of the Mennonite fact in the next 
decades," says Doerksen, "may depend 
more on the churches and the homes. 
Some of the churches and constituen
cies have tended to neglect their Men
nonite roots. As a result many of our 
young people see no difference be
tween Mennonites and other groups. If 
there is a way of reaching them through 
papers or films, the Society has a role. 
History is everything, and if you're 
negative about that you're negative 
about almost everything." Doerksen al
lows that many of our older generation 
have tremendous problems with histo
ry. They were hounded out of Russia 
and suffered a catastrophic fate and 
consequently have a historical bias, a 
strong but not an open position. They 
want to shut the door on the whole 
thing. Now there is still a rootedness in 
the past because of personal connec-

Are Your Insurance COSTS 
Increasing Yearly? 

George Kasdorf 
Res. 668·9222 

We Offer . ... 
• Year $rice Protection 
• Senior Citizen Discount 
• Smoke Detector Discount 
• Replacement Value Contents 

Enquiries Welcome 
- Homeowners - Business - Contractors Equipment 

- Bonding - Tenants - Boats - RRSP 

~~~~dian ~\';ust 

AUTHORIZED AGENTS FOR 

~ + ~R~,v~~OSS 
2211C McPhillips, Winnipeg, telephone 338 7816 

166B Main Street, 339 9231 

Liberty Insurance AgenCies (1978) Ltd. 
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tions. The professor of Mennonite Stud
ies at the University of Winnipeg -
Harry Loewen - came from Russia; 
George Epp, President of CMBC, came 
from Russia through Germany and Para
guay. 

Where will that personal connection 
be in future? We ought to foster aware
ness of the reality of this problem and 
not get bogged down in abstract argu
ments about ethnicity versus religion. 
We have a complex situation in Man
itoba because we have many different 
kinds of Mennonite groups with dif
ferent interests and endeavours, organi
zations and churches. With our shift 
from rural to urban we have become an 
eclectic group that takes what it wants 
from different aspects of society and 
makes up its own package on an indi
vidual basis. As a result, the connection 
to our past culture and tradition - eth
nic and religious - is becoming more 
problematic. It is the task of the Histor
ical Society to look broadly at what are 
the relevant forms of Mennonite life, 
and at how they are expressed. An ob
vious form of expression is books. In the 
Mennonite world there is an extra-ori
dinary amount of publ ishing going on, a 
lot of it very good. We are looking for 
better ways of distribution, such as a 
Mennonite Book Club and the Histor
ical Society might well be involved in 
that. " 

Objectives for the MMHS? President 
Doerksen sums them up this way: "With 
the reorganization of the society there 
emerged a number of committees deal
ing respectively with the arts, monu
ments, an atlas of Mennonite ceme
teries in Manitoba, various film projects 
and, importantly, publishing. A recent 
MMHS publ i!=ation was Gerhard 
Wiebe's Causes and History of the Emi
gration of the Mennonites from Russia 
to Canada, a book translated from the 
original German by Helen Janzen. We 
are getting under way the multi-volume 
edition of Arnold Dyck's works. In this 
case I believe we will get our major 
funding from a Research Council be
cause that is a work that will be recog
nized as Canadian scholarship. But for 
other projects we're going to have to 
raise money within our constituencies. 
There is a great need for co-ordination 
among colleges, churches and organi
zations. We could effect tremendous 
savings and efficiencies and make what 
we're doing more valuable." 

Though it can look back on a history 
of its own, the Manitoba Mennonite 
Historical Society is presently in a for
mative phase since its recent re
organisation. 



January-February 
·It is a Sunday afternoon in late Janu

ary, and time for our annual con
gregational meeting. We have the 
largest meeting in years, because there 
are two big financial items on the agen
da: a pipe organ, which costs almost 
$200,000, and an education wing esti
mated to cost $300,000. The election of 
a new minister, or the introduction of a 
new Sunday school curriculum, would 
not create as much interest as new 
spending proposals of this kind. Given 
our current unemployment situation, 
and the continuing financial problems 
of church institutions like Westgate and 
our Bible college, I am not surprised or 
dismayed to see both of these proposed 
expenditures defeated. However, a 
negative mood pervades the meeting, 
which is disturbing. Even in difficult 
times the church should be seeking bet
ter ways of serving others - if not 
through new buildings then through 
new forms of assistance. Many of our 
people are suffering financially. They 
need help, but a negative spirit that 
votes against new construction may, un
fortunately, turn a blind eye to their 
needs as well. I hope that we can soon 
improve our service to others, both 
through better musical instruments and 
through concrete assistance to those 
more needy than ourselves. 

• That same meeting produces an 
emotional debate on the question of 
abortion. Some members would like the 
church to send a petition to the govern
ment protesting the opening of an abor-

tion clinic by Dr. Henry Morgenthaler. 
Strong feelings are aroused. The peti
tion is tabled and a further meeting is 
arranged. One of the purposes of the 
next meeting will be to see whether we 
can actually discuss a question like this 
honestly and fairly, without trying to 
brow-beat others with arguments that 
suggest that pro-choicers are in favor of 
murdering children and pro-lifers have 
no sympathy for women carrying an un
wanted child. It would be unfortunate, 
of course, if we succeeded in destroying 
all of the deep feelings that people bring 
to such issues. I remember complaining 
to a non-Mennonite Christian friend of 
mine some years ago that many of our 
congregational meetings were marked 
by emotional, occasionally angry de
bates. He replied, "I wish that we had 
some of that excitement in our meet
ings. It is, after all, a sign that people 
care." Let's hope that's mostly what it is. 

• Part of a Saturday in late January is 
spent at a writer's conference at the 
Canadian Mennonite Bible College. I 
am impressed by the number of people 
who attend the meeting-an indication 
of our strong desire to reflect upon our 
current experience and our past. Both 
are evoked very successfully by AI Rei
mer's readings from his historical novel 
and Clint Toews' recitation of his con
temporary poetry. As usual, a good 
Mennonite dinner rounds out the day
followed the very next day by a deli
cious birthday dinner at the home of 
one of the participants. For obvious rea
sons the battle of the bulge is not going 
well. 

·On the last Friday evening in January 
we attend the MTC production of 
Richard III, one of my favorite perfor
mances this year. Appropriately enough 
it falls right in the middle of the Con
servatives-get-Clark convention. 
Richard III would have felt right at home 
on that blood-letting stage. What is most 
dismaying about almost all modern po
litical conventions is their failure to ad
dress some of the serious problems 
facing this country. The appeal is: "Trust 
my pretty face or smooth manner and 
we will win" - for what? During that 
same week I am invited by another po
litical party, to which I do not belong, to 
discuss economic issues with members 
of the caucus. I feel much more at home 
in this setting than in the hullabaloo of 
the convention down the street. 

• On the way home from Steinbach 
one evening in early February I decide 
to stop for dinner at the Dutch Mill Res
taurant in Blumenort. It is always an 
interesting challenge to see who makes 
the best werenecki and Farmer Sausage 
outside of one's own home. Above the 
serving window in the Dutch Mill is a 
sign announcing "Mother's Kitchen." 
And sure enough, (as Jack Thiessen's 
characters like to say in Low German), 
what Mrs. Margaret Born prepares in 
that kitchen is as close to motherfood as 
you'll find anywhere. The large wooden 
doll houses made by her husband 
George in a back room are equally fas
cinating. With Diane and Prince 
Charles hanging on the wall, a cream
separator flower stand by the door, 
flanked by farm tools on the other walls, 
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one feels both safe and at home in this 
place. We hope we can persuade Mrs. 
Born to share some of her recipes and 
hints with our readers. 

• The graduate students in our depart
ment at the university host a reception 
for faculty members one late Friday af
ternoon. We have a number of excellent 
students from places like Bangladesh, 
Indi a, Holl and, South Africa, and 
Prince Edward Island . Most of them 
speak English very well and have a solid 
training in mathematics and other sci
ences before they get here. Unfor
tunately some of the students from Asia 
encounter prejudice among other stu
dents. One of them assisted me in the 
teaching of a first-year class and though 
his English was more than adequate a 
number of the students walked out of 
the classroom as soon as he began to 
speak. I have seldom been so angry, and 
have rarely come so close to preaching 
a pure fire-and-brimstone sermon as I 
did in the next class when the Asian 
student was absent and the bigots had 
returned . 

• After twenty years of marriage does 
your husband still make you nervous? 
Apparently we have a problem here. I 
decide one afternoon to watch my wife 
curling with her colleagues. The game 
is almost over when I get there. Her skip 
is attempting a difficult draw shot into 
the house and my wife is vigorously 
sweeping. The rock is coming in beau
tifully, my wife catches a glimpse of old 
judgmental hubby behind the window 
and, for the first time in a long and 
illustrious curling career, knocks into 
the rock with her broom. The game 
seems lost. But wait, this is a just world . 
The opposing skip misses the broom by 
a mile on his last shot and nudges a 
guard from my wife's team into the 
house. Her skip puts his final rock into 
the house (hubby has since ducked be
hind the wall) and the game ends vic
toriously with a three ender. We cele
brate with Irish stew at Salisbury House. 

• A Thursday noon luncheon at the 
Fort Garry Hotel brings supporters of 
MEDA together for a discussion about 
industrial chaplaincy. Reimer Express 
Lines employ a full-time chaplain to 
meet some of the personal needs of their 
workers. It appears from the presenta
tion that the chaplain is quite indepen
dent and that many employees have 
been helped by him . I believe it is high
ly appropriate that businesses experi
ment with new ways to help their 
workers and I am not cynical about 
what Reimers are trying to do. While an 
idea of this kind usually begins at the 
initiative of a few people, it might be 
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good to test its long-run validity by ask
ing the workers to support it formally. 
After a few years they should be able to 
perceive their own need for such a ser
vice. 

o Toward the end of February we join a 
number of friends for our annual week
end of cross-country skiing, swimming, 
and reading at Hecla. I have found no 
greater peace than on the quiet trails 
through the tall pines of Hecla. I have 
also seen nothing quite so ridiculous as 
the annual ritual in which a number of 
persons close to me toss aside years of 
British and Canadian civilization in 
order to dash straight from the sauna 
into the snow outside, clad only in their 
bathing suits. I have even stopped pho
tographing it, suspicious that it encour
ages repeat performances. But no, this 
year again certain people must make 
fools of themselves. How great the bur
den for those of us who place a higher 
value on their dignity. 

o High point of the month? The movie 
Gandhi - don't miss it. 

YOUR PERSONAL 
FINAN CIAL ADVISOR 

Art Kroeker 

Let me show you how to put to
gether a comprehensive personal 
plan that will help you: 

• Keep up with inflation 
• Control the tax bite 
• Build up your capital 
• Meet your investment goals 

204 Grant Park Plaza 
Bus: 284-0570 
Res: 269-7467 
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The Execution 
It is better that one man 
die, instead of the people. 

Better to remove the radical 
who rouses crowds and topples 
tables. Sabbath healing 
we can not allow. What power 
bids a madman drive out devils 
if not Beelzebub? We see him speak 
with prostitutes, sup with publicans, 
and stage incendiary parades 
into the City. 
We'll pay the thirty silver pieces, 
save the people, and
ourselves. 

Is it better that One die? Urgent love squan
dered on sullen slaves plaiting thorny 
crowns; scoffing with the smug majority; 
choosing with perverse predictability, Bar
abbas. 

Better that one Man die: a fierce cry 
splits the strangling darkness; crags 
heave and crack like glass; the violated veil 
opens to reveal 

a shattering 
glory. 

by Sarah Klassen 

For all your home-sewing needs 
REMNANTS FABRICS 
By the Pound By the. Metre 

PATTERNS THREADS ZIPPERS 

Wishing all our friends and 
customers a very Happy Easter. 

FROM 

the mocking 
the soldiers hurling taunts 
and spit 
at the lacerated man 
in a scarlet robe 
didn't know him 
in Bethsaida 

using spittle he created 
trees flowers 
light 
and offered them 
to a blind beggar 

and the privilege 
to stand with him 
outside the gate 
sharing his nails 
and nettles. 

by Sarah Klassen 
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MENNONITE LITERARY 
SOCIETY, INC. 
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Vogl, c:. W Wiebe. 
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Jantz, Walter Kampen, Henry Kasper, Arthur 
Kroeker, Bob Matsuo, Harry Neufeld, Paul Neu
staedter, Marge Redekop, Lothar Regehr, D. H. 
Reimer, Nick Riediger, David Riesen, Leona Pen
ner, Vern Penner, Dietrich Peters, Dr. Paul Peters, 
Peter H. Peters, Peter Peters, Mavis Reimer, Garth 
Reimer, Ilerman Rempel, Mrs. K. Rempel, George 
Sawatsky, Frank Sawatsky, Lora Sawatsky, Rudy 
Schulz, Allan Siebert, John J. Siemens, Henry 
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Oratorio 83 
Palm Sunday Presentation 

of Beethoven's 

Christ on the Mount of Olives 

and 

Mass in C Major 

by 

The Mennonite Oratorio Choir 

accompanied by the 

Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra 

Conductor: George Wiebe 

Date: Sunday March 27,3 p.m. 

Place: Centennial Concert Hall 

Tickets: 5.00, 6.50, 7.50, 8.50, 10.00 
Available at ATO, MBBC, 
CMBC 

Sponsors: Canadian Mennonite Bible 
College 

George Wiebe, Conductor 
Mennonite Brethren Bible 
College 

Jake Klassen, Conductor 
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Dr. David Schroeder, Canadian 
Mennonite Bible College, was the ma
jor speaker at the University of Win
nipeg Religion and Life Week at the end 
of january. He is a specialist in New 
Testament studies and during the Re
ligion and Life Week spoke on such top
ics as faith-full living, creating new 
worlds, exercising the power of the 
powerless, and liberating the op
pressed. 

John Wiens, former president of the 
Manitoba Teachers' Society and teacher 
in the River East School Division, was 
appointed vice-chairman of the Univer
sities Grants Commission. 

Bruce Enns, University of Winnipeg 
basketball coach, was named provin
cial director of coaching development 
by Basketball Manitoba. He will be re
sponsible for administration and de
velopment of the coaching develop
ment program. 

~~--------------------------------~~~------~ I" 

TOURMAGINATION INVITES YOU TO 

.21 days from Winnipeg, Manitoba , to Ger
mantown, Pennsylvania, and return 

• includes five days at Bethlehem '83 for all Men
nonites 

.celebrate the 300th anniversary of the first 
permanent Mennonite settlement in North 
America 

• stops en route in Mennonite communities in Ka
lona, Goshen, Archbold, Scottdale, Laurelville, 
Lancaster, Alden, Kltchener/Waterloo 

• hospitality in a wide variety of Mennonite homes 
• a rewarding way to celebrate the 300th year 
• leaders: Leon Stauffer, Helmut and Inna Harder 
• dates: TM 83 GTN, July 22-August 13,1983 

Write for information about this and other tours. 

1210 Loucks Ave. 
Scottdale, PA 15683 

131 Erb St. W. 
Waterloo,ONT N2L 1T7 
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This house is not a home. 
Not that we mind. It's 
a unique Rtshion 
boutique, bringing 
Southern Manitoba 
the latest fashions 
from around the 
world, - at really 
great prices. With 
personal wardrobe 
counselling -
helping you look the 

way you'd love to. At 
our house we can 
make you feel at 

home. 

Grace's Clothes 
Cupboard 

522 Stephen Street, 
Morden, Manitoba 

Call 822-5029 
for a good time. 



It is hard for us to imagine that you are in 
the dead of winter, that the bitter cold 
wind punishes your poor Mennonite 
noses when you walk along the beaten 
snow paths. For, even as we write, a thin 
film of perspi ration settles on our 
bodies. It is eight in the evening, which 
means that it's pitch black. We have the 
windows closed, because there are no 
screens, and we want to avoid mos
quitoes and other assorted six-legged 
nightlife coming in . It's the hot, rainy 
season. Zimbabwe had been plagued 
with its worst drought in 40 years this 
season; shortly after we arrived the rains 
came. Noone here, however, has made 
the obvious connection between the 
two events. 

Biggest Selection 
in 5000 Miles 

- preliminary details 
now available -

on our program of 
21 tours to: 

• Central Europe 
• Soviet Union 
• Middle East 
• Scandinavia 
• England 

in conjunction with the 

MENNONITE WORLD 
CONFERENCE 

July 24-29, 1984 
Strasbourg, France 

Call or write to "The official travel agen
cy for the Mennonite World Conference 
XI assembly" 

MENNO TRAVEL 
SERVICE 

• 851 Henderson Hwy. 
Winnipeg, Man. R2K 2L4 
Ph: (204) 334-4347 

- Your ONE STOP total MWC travel needs center _ 

We are teaching at a rural secondary 
school of about 600 students (most of 
them boarders) about 65 kilometers 
from Harare (Salisbury). There's a staff of 
about 25, of whom all are Zimbabwean 
except us. We' re the only white folks in 
town. The staff is polite but, for reasons 
we haven't yet understood, distant -
the only invitation to dinner has come 
from the headmaster. Maybe they think 
we don't fancy dinner? We're waiting to 
see how things develop; after two 
weeks it's still too early to tell. 

Just as we were told, the students 
here are eager to learn, well disciplined 
and respectful. Their English, in gener
al, isn't very good, probably because 
they speak Shona (their tribal language) 
all the time except in the classroom -
and even then, we suspect that some of 
the teachers teach in Shona some of the 
time. It seems that the key to our under
standing what's going on here, is learn
ing the language. Right now, though, 
we're so occupied with lesson prepara
tion and finding out how to get supplies, 
that we haven't much time for Shona. 

We were very happy to receive the 
Mirror, which the World University Ser
vice of Canada (WUSC) field office for
warded to us. My favorite part of the 
Mirror is "observed along the Way". 
Keep these observations coming, Roy. 

I'd better spend the rest of th i s eve
ning preparing lessons. We have a mini
mum of 40 students in all classes 
(Hannah teaches Form One and Three 
English Language, and I teach Form 
Three and Four Literature and Language 
- she 30 periods of 40 minutes each 
and I 28 a week), and this means loads 
of marking. The whole educational sys
tem here is loaded almost beyond ca
pacity, and there is pressure for the load 
to be made still heavier. "Education For 
All" may turn outto benefit mostly those 
few who are smart and quick enough to 
figure out how to write exams. 
Ralph and Hannah Friesen, 
Zimbabwe, Africa. 
P.S. 
The kids are going to a local primary 
school. It looks like they'll make the 
adjustment successfully. 

SALES PERSON WANTED for Winnipeg 
retail jewellery store. Phone Manager, 
Independent Jewellers, 774-5544. 
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A year-long 
look in 
The Mirror? 
Your Gift SubSCriptions 
may be included on a 
separate sheet. 

Subscribe this week and you 
will receive the Mirror each 
month and see more of the 
magazine that tries to take a 
comprehensive look at what 
Mennonites in Manitoba are 
doing. 

The Mirror is published 10 
times each year from Septem-
ber to June. 

The current annual subscrip-
tion (10 issues) is 
$8 for one year 
$14 for two years 

Send your cheque or money 
order, together with the cou-
pon below to: 

Mennonite Mirror 
203·818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg. Manitoba 
R3GON4 1--------------------

-
name 

address 

city/town 

postal code 

mennonite mirror / march 1983 / 15 



E8 • reviews 
derful serenity was portrayed in 
Winterabend where we saw occasional 
glimpses of a man's inner self in his 
solitary evening at home - the sort of 
evening we all dream of. 

A program of Lieder 
to enHven mid-winter 

Without a doubt, the fine qualities in 
John Martens' voice, his personality -
all are admirably suited to the tone, the 
mood, the colour, the sentiment, the 
lyricism of the Lieder. And if one wished 
one might add to that a wonderful rap
port with the audience. 

What, besides his music study has 
proved of value about his stay in En
gland? "Decidedly the added dimen
sion (Weltanschauung) of such an 
experience. Environment, people!" 
says Martens. mm 

by Mary M. Enns 

WinniPeg Mennonite Theatre 
proudly presented well-known tenor, 
John Martens, in a program of Lieder to 
a near-capacity audience at the Win
nipegArt Gallery. Justthe sort of thing to 
lend a touch of glory to a drab mid
February season. Martens, accom
panied by his wife Hedy, returned to 
Winnipeg briefly from London, England 
and a two year period of study with 
vocal coach, Paul Hamburger: His 
leave of absence from Mennonite 
Brethren Bible College ends this sum
mer and he will be back in Winnipeg 
after his London recital in July. 

There are tenors and then there are 
tenors. If we have come to expect a lot 
of this one in his many performances as 
an operatic singer, and if his interpreta
tions of Oratorio, specifically in the role 
of the Evangel ist, are no less than inspir
ing, both spiritually and culturally, the 
insight he has always given an audience 
into the realm of Lieder is outstanding. 

Accompanied by Irmgard Baerg, who 
supported the artist with her customary 
excellence and sensitivity, Martens 
opened the program with Hugo Wolf's 
tenderly entreating Cebet. Like Shub
ert, this young composer lived in and 
drew inspiration from the idyllic Aus
trian countryside and the city of music, 
Vienna. Singing Auf einer Wanderung 
Mr. Martens took his audience on a 
Wandereise through a quiet town. He 
painted a vivid word picture of streets 
bathed in evening light, of open win
dows and roses. We heard of the chim
ing of a clock, of the chorus of 
nightingales. Muse touched our hearts 
as it had his own. 

If, after that, the artist had been mys
teriously spirited away, we would have 
sighed but said we'd spent our money 
well. Fortunately for us he continued to 
sing, now in an English medium milieu 
setting as given us by Gerald Finzi. This 
composer was inspired by the poetry of 
England and the writings of Thomas 
Hardy. In English as in German Martens' 
enunciation was pure and clear without 
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ever disturbing the finest nuances of 
tone. In The Market Girl I was reminded 
of our walk, years ago, in Thomas 
Hardy countryside; of wild flowers in 
meadows, of trees and rough shrubs, of 
hot sunlight and stones along the way. I 
look into my glass was deeply intro
spective. And when he sang the poi
gnantly lovely" ... her I ittle head 
against my shoulder" in The Sigh we 
couldn't help but feel he was singing it 
as a love song should be sung. 

To add meaning and understanding to 
the beautiful Sonnets of Michelangelo 
by Benjamin Britten, sung in Italian, 
Esther Wiens, head of the English de
partment, MBBC, read the texts of this 
exquisite poetry before each sonnet was 
sung. If we found Britten and Italian 
needed extra concentration, it was not 
difficult to find beauty and understand
ing in this declaration of love. Asked 
afterward how he related to Britten, es
pecially in Italian, Martens said he truly 
enjoys, increasingly so, singing Britten. 
And very much so in Italian. 

Then came the Shubert Lieder, the 
part of the program that we had all 
looked forward to. This must have in
cluded our singer, if one might judge by 
a particularly animated facial expres
sion and a joyful outpouring of sound as 
it can probably be done best in the 
Lieder. The deeply stirring Juengling 
und der Tad expresses a young man's 
Wehmut, his courting of death, his de
sire to part, with the sinking sun. A won-

Explore: 

The Middle East 
Egypt - Cairo, Luxor 

Israel- Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 
Capernaum, Nazareth, Qumran, 
Masada 

MAY 7 to 28 
Tour Hosts: 

Dr. David Schroeder 
New Testament Professor, CMBC 

Dr. Gerald Gerbrandt 
Old Testament Professor, CMBC 

This tour will study the land of 
Israel both as the setting of Jesus 
and the Old Testament, and as a 
land in the midst of conflict. 

For more information contact: 

John Schroeder 

Assiniboine Travel Service 
219-818 Portage Ave. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Telephone: 1-204-775-0271 

Ph. (204) 334-1197 

Froland Energy Control 
Systems Designed Installed 

Commercial Industrial Multi-Residential 
"If you are paying DEMAND charges on your hydro then call us for 

a drastic reduction on your costs". 

Henry Froese 

15 Woodcrest Dr., Winnipeg, Man. R2V 2T1 



(r11nJ mneawnsito~~ of Educat;on s;nce 1974, ;s a 
specialist in educational and vocational 
counselling and has developed coun
sellor training programs for use in 
school and government settings. He is a 
member of the Westgate board of direc
tors, serving in the capacity of vice
chairman in charge of personnel. 

The Council of Boards of the Con
ference of Mennonites in Canada met in 
Winnipeg February 2-5. The boards 
were obliged to cut back their budgets 
by 5 per cent. Hard hit by the cuts was 
the Canadian Mennonite Bible College, 
which has a record enrolment this year. 
Salaries were cut from a projected in
crease of $2,000 to $600. Because of 
current financial restraints, no new pro
grams were envisaged. The resignations 
of George Epp, who has been president 
of CMBC for five years, and Ed Enns, 
executive Secretary of the Con
gregational Resources Board for eight 
years, were accepted with regret. Plans 
were made for the 1983 conference ses
sions, scheduled for Winnipeg next July 
8-12. The theme chosen for the con
ference is "Christ: our authority" . 

J. D. Reimer Dennis Guenther 

J. D. Reimer has stepped down as 
manager of the Steinbach Credit Union 
after 37 years in the position. He has 
been succeeded by former assistant 
manager Dennis Guenther. Guenther 
will be succeeded as assistant manager 
by Gorden Kornelson, loans manager, 
and AI Hamm as office manager. When 
Reimer joined the credit union as man
ager in 1945, it had assets of $60,000 
and 800 members. Presently, the assets 
amount to $134 million, with 15,000 
members. 

The Carman Gospel Light Church, 
the Mennonite Brethren congregation 
in Carman, has called Mark and Sharon 
Johnson to serve the church as pastor 
couple. The Johnsons are currently stu
dents at the Bibl ical Seminary in Fresno, 
Ca., and will be assumingtheirduties in 
Carman in the summer. 

William E. Schulz has been appoint
ed head of the department of educa
tional psychology at the University of 
Manitoba Faculty of Education, effec
tive January 1, 1983. He is a graduate of 
the University of Manitoba and the Uni
versity of Wyoming. He has been in the 

Art and Helen Rempel, members of 
Bethel Mennonite Church, were com
missioned on January 23 for a 3Y2 year 
term of service in Taiwan under the 
General Conferences Commission on 
Overseas Mission. They will be accom
panied by their nine-year old daughter 
Theresa. Art will be mission business 
manager and Helen will be hostess in 
the Mennonite Guest House in Taipei. 

A special celebration was held at 
Charleswood Church on January 16th to, 
honor Helen Janzen on her 75th birth
day. Helen is the only senior citizen in 
the congregation, and much appreci
ated for her active participation in the 
work in the church; in the congregation; 
as a peace-maker through her involve
ment in the local chapter of the UN 
committee; as a member of the Men
nonite Historical Society and many 
other endeavours. 

Provencher MP Jake Epp has urged 
the federal department of national reve
nue to change regulations to allow 
Canadians to receive tax credits for 
money they sent to relatives living be
hind the iron curtain. 

Peter and Margaret Harms of Kil
larney, Manitoba, left for Europe Janu
ary 14 to lead renewal services in nine 
congregations which have umsiedler 
members (persons of German descent 
who have resettled from the U.S.S.R. to 
West Germany since 1970). Harms, 

RELAX IN THE ROCKIES 
This summer, Turtle Tours would like to take you high above the prairies for 13, carefree, 
fun-filled days, 

For just $789 your escorted tour includes: 

• a drive down the Icefields Parkway. between Jasper and Banff. which is considered by 
many to be the most scenic highway in North America, 

• several days exploring the many sights of Yellowstone National Park. 
• a reserved seat for the Black Hills "Passion Play", as well as a tour of the many 

attractions that the Black Hills has to offer. 
• all planned attractions and admissions as well as all the hotel and motel accommodations. 

For more detailed information on the tour, write to 
Turtle Tours, 218-818 Portage Ave., Winnipeg or phone 

Assiniboine Travel Service Ltd. 
Portage at Broadway, 219-818 Portage Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
775-0271 (Toll free outside Winnipeg) 1-800-262-8893 

Your full service home Centre 

• • • 
1126 Henderson Hwy. Phone 668-4470 

Polet Lumber & Supply Ltd. 
Lumber. Hardware. Floor Covering. Drafting and Design 
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who is a member of the ministerial team 
in the Killarney Mennonite Church, 
served as an evangelist in the same 
churches in West Germany in 1979. It 
was the positive response to his ministry 
wh ich led the churches to extend the 
invitation to return. Harms will spend 
2112 months in Europe. 

A new journal, Journal of Mennonite 
Studies is to be founded this year. It will 
carry articles, reviews, and creative lit
erature about aspects of Mennonite life, 
faith, and thought. The journal will be 
published by the chair in Mennonite 
studies at the University of Winnipeg in 
co-operation with CMBC, Mennonite 
Literary Soc iety, and the Man itoba 
Mennonite Historical Society. The edi
torial committee consists of Mennonite 
scholars from the two universities and 
the two Mennonite colleges in Win
nipeg. The advisory board includes 
scholars and writers from Canada, the 
U.S. and Europe. The first issue of the 
journal will carry articles and reviews 
which were presented as papers at a 
symposium on Mennonite studies held 
in june, 1982, at the University of 
Toronto. The issue will also carry an 
extensive review of Frank Epp's second 
volume of Mennonites in Canada: 
1920-1940, published in 1982. The 
journal welcomes scholarly articles and 
original creative literature for possible 
future publication. 

Henry H. Thiessen recently resigned 
as superintendant of the Hanover 
School division, after serving for nine 
years in that capacity. His employment 
with the division began in 1968 when 
he was engaged as principal of Stein
bach Collegiate. 

Manitoba's contingent at the fifth 
Canada Winter Garnes Quebec in

cluded a young table tennnis player from . 
Niverville. Fourteen year old Selma 
Klassen represented the province in the 
under-15 category. 

Provencher MP Jake Epp was national 
chairman of the group opposing a re
view of Clark's leadership at the recent 
Progressive Conservative general meet
ing held in Winnipeg recently. Epp was 
involved in the discussions leading to 
Clark's decision to recommend a lead
ership convention which will be held in 
late Mayor early june. 
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A new $400,000 six-classroom ele
mentary school was opened in Rosen
feld on january 17. A closing program 
for the old school , built in 1937 at a cost 
of $12,500, preceded the official move 
to the new school. Former area school 
inspector, Frank Neufeld , brought 
greetings on behalf of the Han. 
Maureen Hemphill, minister of educa
tion. Current principal of the school is 
jake Hildebrandt. Contractors for the 
project were Alvin and Harvey 
Thiessen; architect was Rudy Friesen of 
Winnipeg, participant in five Rhineland 
building projects. 

A Rosenfeld area school trustee for 26 
years, Peter K. Schellenberg was recog
nized recently for his service as a school 
trustee. At the opening of the new 
school, the Rosenfeld School parent 
council presented Schellenberg, pro
moter and cha irman of the building 
committee, with a plaque in recogni
tion of his service to the village and 
community. He was also recognized 
with a banquet and plaques by the 
Rhineland School division board of 
trustees and admin istrative staff. 

ADD A TOUR TO MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE ~ 
For a little extra, your trip to Mennonite World Conference can Include an Anabaptlstl 
Mennonite tour to the places where historic events happened. See Menno Simons' 
country, castle dungeons, martyr sites, Cave of the Anabaptists, Zurich, Bern, 
Munster, and more. 

Mennonite World Conference, Strasbourg, France, will be held July 24 . 29, 1984. 
Choose a tour before or after conference. We can make your conference lodging and 
registration arrangements. 

TOUR DATES: 

84A, July 4-23 
(20 deYI, from N.V.C.) 

848, July 6-23, with 
Oberammergau 
(18 daYI, from N.V.C.) 

84C, July 7-23 
(17 dayl, from N.V.C.) 

840, July 3().AugUlt14 with 
Oberammergau 
(16 dayl, from Chicago) 

84E, July 3().Augult 14, 
economy tour, youth 
hostell (16deya, from 
N.V.C.) 

Israel 84, July 3().Augult 11, 
Ilrael and Middle E_t 
(13 dayl, from N.V.C.) 

Write for Information 

l';~M;1 

LEADERS 

Jan GleYlteen 
Leon Stauffer 

Wilmer Martin 
John Ruth 

Arnold Crellman 
David HOlteller 

Cal Redekop 
Virgil Regehr 

Alice Roth 
Willard Roth 

Jan Gleysteen 
John Lederach 
Naomi Lederach 

1210 Loucks Ave. 
Scottdale, PA. 15683 
(412) 887-6639 

131 Erb Street W. 
Waterloo, Onl. N2L 1T7 
(519) 886-3570 



A meeting was held in Winnipeg on 
February 5 regarding the proposed in
ter-Mennonite liberal arts college. Rep
resentatives from three Mennonite Bi
ble Colleges, and several academics 
joined the provisional board for the dis
cussion. At the conclusion of the meeting 
a decision was made to postpone the 
plans for the college indefinitely. 

For many children, education is a lux
ury that theirfamilies cannot afford. But 
last year, 1,637 such children were able 
to attend school with help from Men
nonite Central Committee's Child 
Sponsorship Program. The program en
ables North Americans to reach out to 
childr e n and their families in 
Bangladesh, Brazil, Egypt, India, Indo
nesia, Kenya, Paraguay, West Bank and 
Zimbabwe. Through a financial com
mitment of $12 a month, individuals or 
groups can sponsor one child's school
ing. The academic and career skills the 
children learn prepare them to care for 
themselves and theirfamilies when they 
complete their schooling. 

Bertha Klassen 

MCO APPOINTS NEW EXECUTIVE 
The Mennonite Community Orchestra 
has a new executive: Secretary, Peter 
Klassen; Treasurer, Wally Dirks (past 
president); and president, Bertha 
Klassen. Mrs. Klassen (piano teacher 
and oboist) has played in the University 
of Manitoba orchestra for 10 years, 
been librarian for the MCO since 1978 
and conducted the Elmwood MB 
church orchestra for five years. 

The orchestra is planning to raise 
funds through a membership drive lead 
by Ernest Enns (member of orchestra 
board). Also in the future are scholar
ship competitions. The MCO hopes to 
feature the winners at succeeding con
certs. 

The next concert will be at CMBC 
April 28th. An item of interest will be a 
Medelssohn piano concerto played by 
Mauree Epp, A RCT, student at CMBC. 
The young conductor is Frank Klassen, 
orchestra instructor at CMBC. First re-
hearsal is April 6. 

June 4 and 5 the orchestra will assist 
Bernie Neufeld and the Sargent Avenue 
Church choir in two performances of 
Haydn's Oratorio The Creation. 

Jose Alexander Velasco Lugo: Five 
years old. Family lives in rented 
house in barrio. Diet very poor. 
Sickness common. Outlook for the 
future is bleak. 

, life 
hls Joses 

UO~ll\\\C ~ 
~ortb to ~O\\· 

than we might throughout our li ves. 
He's just one small life- wha t 
chance does he have to break free') 
How much is his life worth to you') 
You'd be surprised at how little it 
takes to help. 

In these days of economic uncer-

Your monthly contribution through 
Foster Parents Plan can reach oullo 
a child, family and community. It 
can provide medical care, educa
tion , development proj ects and 
more. It's only a small contribution 
in cash-but it's a very large contri
bution in caring. By now, someone 
is caring for Jose- but so many still 
wait. Please, complete the coupon 
below, or call our toll-free number: 
1-800-268-7 I 74. 

tainty, we all have a taste of what We at Foster Parents Plan are proud 
it's like to live with no guarantees of the handling of our funds. 89.5% of 
for tomorrow. But even if you mag- all contributions goes directly over-
ni(y our hardships ten times over. seas, with 6.2% used for administra-
they don't come close to those of the tion costs, and 4.3% for promotion. 
Third World . For the Third World's We are non-profit, non-sectarian and 
children, like little Jose , those hard- non-political, and we are officially 
ships can become a very battle for registered as a Canadian Charitable 
survival. Jose's too young to go to Organization by the Federal Govern-
school, but he's been educated well ment (Reg. No. 0249896-09-13). 
by the hardships of poverty . In his Complete financial statements are 
five short years he's seen more pain available on request. 

Itldllijt;ljl.DmiI4Iitl 
If;tr) :J r~ ~ II FOSJ~i~e~~foIn~/~Jm~~~~~,2f, ~~~fDA 
.-'-'- - ~ - -. 153ST.CLAIRAVENUEWEST,TORONTO,CANADAM4V1P8 

I want to be a Foster Parent of a boy D girl D age _ _ _ 
country or where the need is greatest D 
I enclose my first payment of $23.00 Monthly D $69.00 Quarterly D 
$138.00 Semi-Annually D $276.00 Annually D 
I can 't become a Foster Parent right now, however I enclose my contribution of 
$ Please send me more information D Tel. No. ______ _ 
MrD Mrs·D MissD ___________ _______ _ 
Address _ ____________________________________________ _ 

City Prov, ___ Code ____ _ 
I wish communication with PLAN to be in English D French D 
PLAN operates in Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, EI Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti , Honduras, 
India, Indonesia , Kenya, Mali , Nicaragua, the Philippines, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, the 
Sudan, Thailand and Upper Volta. Foster Parents Plan of Canada is oHicially registered 
as a Canadian Charitable Organization by the Federal Government. Contributions are 
tax deductible MM1 363003 ----------------------------------------_._._------.-
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GERMAN CITY HONORS POST-WAR MCC PEOPLE 
motto, "In the name of Christ", which 
was attached to every bale of clothing 
and printed on every shipme nt of food 
sent to Krefeld . Dyck continues, "Christ 
commanded to love all people, includ
ing enemies, and to do good to those 
who hate us. It was this concern which 
drove them to help the needy. They be
lieved that to follow Christ meant to 
reject all violence and war, and instead 
build bridges of love and understanding 
among people everywhere. MCC ac
tivities, therefore, stand as a direct ex
tension of the Mennonite convic tion 
that word and deed must be one, that 
love must be visible, and that ethics is a 
part of the gospel ." 

As part of the festivities commemorat
ing the 300th anniversary of the sailing 
of 13 Krefeld families and their estab
li shment o f Ge rmantown, Pennsyl
vania, a reception was held on January 
9 here to formally thank Mennonite 
Central Committee for the food kitch
ens establis hed in the wake of World 
War II. Peter Bartel of Wichita, Kansas, 
and Katheri ne Derksen of Mountain 
Lake, Minnesota, who worked as volun
teers in Krefeld in early 1946, were the 
honored guests. 

During the war, 90,000 of the 150,-
000 inhabitants of Krefeld lost their 
homes a nd thousands were dead. 
Homeless people from the countryside 
crowded into the c ity seeking refuge. 
Gaunt prisoners of war return ing home 
found a ci ty that was hungry, cold, suf
fe ring and bitter. 

In March 1946, less than a year after 
the war, Bartel and Derksen began their 
two years of service at Krefeld. Bartel 
wrote of his reason for going to Ger
many: "1 would like to think that my 
objection to war is more active than 
passive, so I feel that lowe it to society 
and to the ideals that I hold dear to help 
in my small way to eliminate the causes 
of wars as well as the suffering caused 
by war." 

The Mennonite congregation in 
Krefe ld with MCC's help and in co-oper
ation with city officials began a feeding 
program for children and people over 
65 . Soon nearly 30,000 citizens were 
receiving meals. 

Cornelius J. Dyck, who also worked 
in Germany with MCC, wrote: "The 
greatest difficulty encountered by Bar
tel and Derksen in Krefeld was facing 
the many people that they could not 
help because there were not enough 
suppl ies." 

SEWER + 
WATER 

CONCRETE 
BREAKING 

EQUIPMENT RENTALS 

233·8033 
1333 DUGALD RD. 
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During the years of MCC activity in 
Krefeld , Derksen and Bartel were often 
asked why the Mennonites were help
ing and who they were . Actually Men
nonites were not new to Krefeld since 
they first settled there in the early 1600s. 
The city provided refuge for the Ana
baptists who were persecuted by au
thorities in other places in Europe. Dyck 
writes, "In the long sweep of history 
these acts of kindness were now finding 
their reward ." 

Derksen and Bartel answered the 
question of why Mennonites distributed 
material aid by pointing to the MCC 

The Manitoba Parents for German Education would like to 
inform parents in all school divisions about the 

ENGLISH/GERMAN 
BILINGUAL PROGRAM 

which has been implemented in several school divisions in Manitoba. 
The Manitoba Parents for German Education is a provincial organization 

comprised of parents of children enrolled in the English-German bilingual 
program. It was formed to promote German language education. Parents in 
Manitoba have welcomed this program because this program is a more effec
tive way to learn a second language. 

In July 1978, the Government of Manitoba amended the Public Schools 
Act to provide for the use of languages other than English or French as 
languages of instruction in public schools. The program opened in the fall of 
1981 in the River East School Division and in 1982 in the St. Vital School 
Division. The Fort Garry School Division is planning to begin in the fall of 1983. 
At the present time over 190 pupils are enrolled in the program. 

Some points about the program: 
• 50% of each teaching day is in German and 50% in English. 
• Subjects taught in German; social studies, German language arts, 

physical education, music, art. 
• Subjects taught in English: arithmetic, science, English language 

arts. 

The St. Vital parent committee will be having an OPEN HOUSE at the 
Hastings Elementary School (95 Pulberry St.) on Wednesday, March 9th at 
7:30 p.m. The program at the Open House will consist of children singing in 
German; a film on the bilingual program; a display of the children's work; a 
speech by Maureen Hemphill, Minister of Education; a question period; and 
coffee to end the evening. Parents from any division are welcome to attend. 

The River East parent committee is also having an OPEN HOUSE at the 
Princess Margaret School (367 Hawthorne Ave.) on Tuesday, March 15th, at 
7:30 p.m. All parents are welcome. 

tion. 
For more information contact the Manitoba Parents for German Educa-

Fort Garry S.D.: Cynthia Tretiak - 269-3850 
St. Vital S.D.: Tannis Froese - 253-4365 
River East S.D.: Revita Dyck - 668-5694 



Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Giesbrecht of 
Park View Manor, Carman, celebrated 
their 70th weddi ng anniversary on Dec. 
12 at the Carman Mennonite Church. 
They are both 89 years old and sti II 
active for their age. Mr. Giesbrecht still 
drives their car and bowls once a week. 
Mrs. Giesbrecht still sews quilts for 
MCC. 

M ennonite Central Committee is 
sponsoring a peace study tour to the 
Soviet Union May 4 to 23. The purpose 
is to explore ways of transcending cur
rent East/West hostil ities, reports U r
bane Peachey of MCC Peace Section. 
The group will consist of 18 American , 
Canadian and Eu ropean church leaders 
and professional people. There is still 
room for a few additional participants . 
Those interested should send a vitae to 
MCC Europe, langedorfer Str. 29 , 
05450 Neuwied 1, West Germany. 

Coming Events 
March 7-11 : School for pastors and 

church leaders, MBBC. 
March 14, 15: Enns family concert "This 

Golden Land", 8:05 p.m. Kiwanis 
Centre for the Deaf. 

March 17: Talk by Rev. John Neufeld, 
First Mennonite Church, R 213 
Bryce Hall , University of Win
nipeg. 12-1 p.m., sponsored by 
Faculty of Theology. 

March 20: Westgate Open House. 
Grade six day. 

March 27: 3 p.m . Centennial Concert 
Hall. Mennonite Oratorio choir. 
Beethoven's Mass in C and Christ 
on the Mount of Olives. 

April 15: Art Symposium featuring pro
fessional artists from Mennonite 
Community in Canada. 

April 17: Art Festival and Symposium at 
Polo Park. Sponsored by Westgate 
Collegiate . 

April 21-22 : Pastor's Retreat at Camp 
Arnes . Theme : Pastor as Coun
selor. Speaker: Dr. F. C. Peters. 

April 21-23 : Westgate Operetta. 
April 27: Westgate fund raising ban

quet. 
April 28: Westgate annual meeting. 
April 29-30: Moliere's The Imaginary 

Invalid presented by the Win
nipeg Mennonite Theatre at the 
Playhouse Theatre. 

May 7: Manitoba Women in Mission 
conference . First Mennonite 
Church, Winnipeg. 

May 20-22: Leadership congress spon
sored by Canadian MB con
ference Winnipeg. 

Dr. Rhinehart Friesen, whose series 
of stories on Mennonite life in Manitoba 
has been appearing in the Mirror, has 
recently won two awards for writing. 
Dr. Friesen retired this year as associate 
professor of medicine at the University 
of Manitoba. He has taken a creative 
writing course at the University of Man
itoba, and writing has now become his 
second career. He won an award in the 
Seniors Week 1982 Literary Competi
tion in the non-fiction class, published 
in the Manitoba Senior's Journal. He 
was also the grand prize winner in the 
Canadian Doctor 1982 Write to Win 
contest. His prize for this contest con
sists of two first-class airline tickets to 
Greece. 

MANITOBA MENNONITE FES
TIVAL OF ART & MUSIC sponsored 
by the Westgate Women's Commit
tee invites authors and exhibitors 
of painting, photography, sculp
ture, needlework, weaving, pottery 
and other crafts to exhibit at the 
POLO PARK MALL, Winnipeg, Ap
ril 17, 1982. Interested persons 
may contact Mrs. Hilda Neustaed
ter, 122 Willowdale Place, Win
nipeg, R2G OA1, Ph. 338-1429. 
Come and share your art with oth
ers. 

~-..... -........................ ~-....... -... -....... -... . 

MOTORCOACH 
TOURS 
in co·operation with 

CIRCLE TOURS 
LTD. 
GREY GOOSE 
BUS LINES 

1983 GENERAL CONFERENCE 
SESSIONS IN BETHLEHEM, 

PENNSYLVANIA 

TOUR #1 "DELEGATE EXPRESS " DEP. DATE TOUR #3 

15 DAYS 

" HISTORICAL .. DEP. DATE 
July 28183 11 DAYS July 30183 ENGLISH 

• Ret urn Moto rcoach Tra nsporta tion Dr John Frie sen. CMBC 
• 4 Ho tel Overn ighl s En Route • Return Mo to rcoac h Transportat io n 

• 8 Hotel Overnigh ts En Rou te 

Price: $390.00 per pe rson (TW IN) • Tours & Sightsee lr. g 

TOUR #2 

10 DAYS 

" YOUTH BUS" DEP. DATE· 
July 31183 

• Non·Slop Exp ress No Hotel s 

Pr ice: $690.00 per per son (TW IN ) 

" HISTORICAL .. 
GERMAN 

DEP . DATE 
July 28183 

Tour Hos t : Dr. Gerh ard Lohrenz 
TRIP DE7AILS A ND I.IN ERARY SA M E AS TOuR .J AB OvE 

Price : $190.00 per person 
Price : $690.00 per person (TWI N) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS 
CONTACT 

CIRCLE TOURS 
301 Burnell St. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G 2A6 
Phone: (204) 775-8046 
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Childhood Memories 
A review by Barbara C. Smucker 

Reading Elsa Redekopp's small book of 
childhood memoirs of her southern 
Manitoba Mennonite village of Gna
denthal (Valley of Grace) is like opening 
a magic door into an enchanted place. 
Since the story is told in the third person, 
the reader at once identifies with the small 
girl, Lisa, and not with the adult author. 

One is taken by the hand of the gen
tle, little girl into the summerhouse 
where the family has moved for harvest 
time. Lisa places a bowl of fresh lilacs 
on the kitchen table covered with a 
brightly patterned oilcloth. Coffee bub
bles in a bl ue enamelled pot and Mother 
carries another pot of red borscht and 
platters of deep fried rollkuchen to the 
table for the family supper. Over the 
thin clay earthen floor, Lisa has drawn 
pretty patterns to please her father. 

Then during the Saturday night adult 
music hour (Spielstunde), Lisa peeks 
around the bedroom door and is awed 
by the beautiful music of the man
dolins, guitars with red bows, a violin 

and a bass fiddle. The songs "send shiv
ers down her back." 

There is a wedding for sister Margaret 
when Father and the boys sweep the 
floors of the haybarn "and fasten big 
branches along the walls and across the 
wide beams of the high ceiling, trans
forming the old building into a great 
green cathedral." 

Christmas comes with IJspicy brown 
peppernuts" and the reciting of Christ
mas wishes (Weihnachts-Wunsch). The 
family walks to the "little gray church 
magically transformed with a tall ever
green tree reaching right up to the ceil
ing." 

Lisa weeps briefly, for she expects a 
real baby Jesus to be lying in the man
ger. But in the end she is sure "no Christ
mas could ever be as wonderful as this 
one." 

The Manitoba Gnadenthal of Mrs. 
Redekopp's childhood was named and 
modelled after a similar Mennonite vil
lage in south Russia where some of the 
residents once lived. Twice in the 
memoirs there are references to the 
days of soldiers, bandits, killings and 

1984 Mennonite World Conference 

starvation in the war and revolution 
years in Russia. But the references are 
positive, for Father tells his family that 
the disaster of moving turned into the 
blessing of living in Canada. 

The style of writing has a gentle 
rhythm, reflecting perhaps the author's 
musical accomplishments as violinist 
with the Winnipeg Symphony Or
chestra and originator of the Holiday 
String Quartet. 

One is reminded, when reading this 
book, of the popular Little House books 
by Laura Ingalls Wilder, who started her 
childhood memoirs on the Midwest 
prairies and then continued writing se
quels until she grew-up and married. 

The Wilder books, like Wish and 
Wonder, portray a family of trust and 
affection. From her own family, small 
Lisa receives a spiritual strength that for
tifies her when she faces her problems 
of growing up. 

As Dr. AI Reimer writes in the intro
duction of the book, "These sketches 
are in the best sense historical. They 
memorialize Mennonite customs and 
values and a lifestyle that form an au
thentic and vital part of the Manitoba 
story in this century." 

Eisa Redekopp, Wish and Wonder - A 
Mennonite Village Child (Winnipeg: 
Reddell Publishing, 1982); Price: 

Manitoba Departures 
These education tours will include the opportunity to attend the XI 
Assembly of the Mennonite World Conference in picturesque 
Strasbourg, France - July 24-29. 1984. Tours include transportation 
from Winnipeg, travel to Strasbourg at the beginning or conclusion of 
the tour. accommodations and knowledgeable tour hostsilecturers. 

March Break March 26-April 4 
Yucatan, Cozumel 

1. Church History Tour - "From Rome to Witmarsum".Host: Dr. 
George Epp. 

2. The Church Through the Centuries - July 1-24,1984. Host: Dr. 
Waldemar Janzen. 

3. Conference of Mennonites in Canada Choir Tour of Europe. 
Host: Dr. Helmut Harder and Dr. Bernie Neufeld. 

4. Russia Tour - Following World Conference Hosts: Dr. Roy Vogt, 
Dr. AI. Reimer, John R. Friesen. (Sold out) 

5. Central Europe Tour - Includes Oberammergau Passion Play. 
Host: Dr. John Bergen - Western Canada Departure. 

6. Russia Tour - Preceding World Conference. Hosts: Dr. John 
Friesen and Dr. Abe Dyck. 

7. European Study Tour - Exploring Renaissance and Reformation 
Centre in Europe. Hosts: Dr. Henry Krahn and Ken Reddig. 

8. Special Conference Youth Tour - Details to be announced. 
Call John Schroeder for conference departures. 

Host: Dr. and Mrs. David Riesen 

July 2 to July 23 

Russia Tour: 
Host: William Schroeder (his eighth annual tour) 

November 29 - December 17 
Israel, Egypt and Greece 

Host: Dr. F. C. Peters 
Regular Vacation Packages Still Available 
Call: Judy Dilk Lori Neufeld 

Hilda Driedger John Schroeder 
Darlene Kailer Ruth Wiebe 
Bonnie Minnick 

Assiniboine Travel Service Ltd. 
Portage at Broadway, 219-818 Portage Ave, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 

775-0271 
1-800-262-8893 (Toll free outside Winnipeg) 
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(rlln J reviews 

Altona: 
Story of a Prairie Town 
A review by Andre Oberle 
The story of Altona as told by Esther 
Epp-Tiessen is a most welcome add ition 
to the growing number of local history 
books in M anitoba. The author is to be 
highly commended for her ability to 
combine solid scholarship and atten
tion to fine detai I with a lively and read
able narrative style . In her investigation 
she uses countless documents and inter
views with Altona citizens. The book is 
filled with fascinating information and 
the author's findi ngs are well supported 
with scores of statistical tables and 
maps . Yet, this never becomes tire
some, so the book is also profusely illus
trated with a huge collection of well
chosen photographs depicting every as
pectof life in Altona and district over the 
course of 100 years. A glossary of Ger
man terms and a well-organized bibli
ography round out the book. A most 
detailed index and clearly laid out table 
of contents make it easy to use. 

Ms. Epp-Tiessen commences her sto
ry with a brief account of the Mennonite 
migrations to Canada and the settle
ment of the East and West Reserves in 
southern Manitoba . Her investigation 
stresses particularly those events which 
led to the settlement of the Altona area. 
This chapter is invaluable to the general 
reader who is perhaps not all that famil
iar with Mennonite history, but it also 
offers some insights to the initiated. 

The author then traces the settlement 
of the area, the founding of Old Altona 
(1880), as it was later known, and even
tually the found i ng of Altona (1895). In 
her account the author deals in detail 
with the important part played by the 
church in the area and she accom
plished her task with great sensitivity 
and understand i ng. She displays the 
same empathy in her examination of 
Altona's difficult times during the two 
wars and demontrates how community 
action - particularly the co-operative 
movement - alleviated the town's 
plight during the great depression. The 
remaining chapters deal with the tre
mendous growth of Altona since the 

Second World War and show how it
managed to develop local business en
terprises and to attract industry to the 
area to expand with ever increasing 
prosperity. 

Throughout her book Esther Epp
Tiessen focuses on the role played by 
the churches in the lives of Altonians . 
She gives excellent accounts of the re
ligious, social and political life of Al
tona and examines how local business
men contributed to the growth of the 
town . Considerable space is also de
voted to an examination of Altona's re
lations with the various levels of govern
ment and the people in the area. 

The book is certainly a monument to 
the people of Altona. The author 
stresses throughout the important con
tributions made by its citizens . 
However, the book is more than mere 
adulation. It also deals with some of the 
more painful aspects of the town's histo
ry, such as the emigration of the Som
merfelder in the 1920s, the recurring 
disagreements between various 
churches and the different attitudes to
wards the wars, and it does so with an 
unusual and laudable degree of objec
tivity and tact. 

Altona: the Story of a Prairie Town is a 
strikingly beautiful book as well. The 
work is handsomely bound and well 
laid out- the gorgeous dust jacket with 
its nostalgic design deserves special 
mention in this context. The countless 
photographs, tables and maps are 
skilfully incorporated into the text in a 
visually pleasing manner. This book is 
by no means just of local interest. It is to 
be highly recommended to both schol
ars of prairie history and to the general 
reader who wants to find out more 
about our heritage. 

Esther Epp-Tiessen, Altona: the Story of 
a Prairie Town. (Altona; O. W. Friesen, 
1982), 373 pages. Hardcover. $25.00. 

Andre Oberle is assistant professor of 
German at the University of Winnipeg. 

mirror (5;] -
rlln mix-up 

ONATE 

U 110 
SNIRE 

U II 
APECE o IIII 
IMADEN 
1110 

CAGER 
11011 
EASTER IS Mo~E THi"'''' A 

tJEW BONM6T ~D 

A CXXY:X:f:) 

From among the 50 entries to the Febru
ary Mix-Up, Mrs. A. Bergmann of Sardis, 
B.C., was selected the winner. A cash prize 
is on its way. 

Answers to the February contest were 
stop, yield, intent, choose, virtue, and dis
solution. 

Now turn your attention to this month's 
puzzle. 

The letters are to be re-arranged and 
written in the squares to form words. Let
ters which fall into the squares with circles 
are to be arranged to complete the answer 
at the bottom of the puzzle; the drawing to 
the right provides a clue. 

A winner will be drawn from among the 
contest entries and the prize awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror office 
by March 22, 1983. 

Name 

Address 

City/Town 

Postal Code 

Send Entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203-818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
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Max ond Moritz 
auch in Plattdeutsch 
a review by Harry Loewen 
Wilhelm Busch, Max und Moritz -
Ein e Bubengeschichte in sieben 
Streichen. In deutschen Dialekten, Mit
telhoc hdeutsch und jiddisch. Her
ausgegeben, eingeleitet und mit einer 
Bibliographie versehen von Manfred 
Carlaeh (Hamburg: Helmut Buske Ver
lag, 1982),178 Seiten. 

Das Jahr 1982 ist nicht nur das 150. 
jubil aum von johann Wolfgang 
Goethes Tod, sondern auch das 150. 
Geburtsjahr des bekannten deutschen 
Humoristen und Schriftstellers Wilhelm 
Busch (geboren am 15. April 1832). 

Das in diesem jahr von Manfred 
Gdri ach herausgegebene Max und 
Moritz-Buch in deutschen Dialekten, 
Mittelhochdeutsch und jiddisch ist ein 
wurdiger Beitrag zu Ehren des geliebten 
Volksdi c hters. In seiner Einleitung 
schreibt Professor Garlach mit Recht: 
"Wenn hier eine Reihe von Ubersetzern 
den Max und Moritz in der Sprache 
ihres Herzens nacherzahlt, hatte dieser 
Versuch jedenfalls .. . Busch Ver
gnugen gemacht" (S.12). 

Fur Wilhelm Busch waren 
Ho c hdeutsch und Plattdeutsch 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION MAY BE DUE 

Herzenssprachen. 1m Jahre 1875 
schrieb er in einem Brief: "Um eine 
Sprache von Herzen sein eigen zu nen
nen, muss man, glaub ich, etwas drin 
erlebt haben, etwas sehr Wichtiges -
namlich die Kindheit. In diesem Sinn 
hab' ich zwei Sprachen: Hochdeutsch 
und Plattdeutsch." 

Hatte Busch seinen Max und Moritz 
in plattdeutscher Sprache geschrieben, 
die Geschichte hatte wohl nicht zu 
seinen Lebzeiten das Licht der Welt 
erblickt. Es war schwierig genug fUr die 
hochdeutsche Fassung einen Verleger 
zu finden . 

jetzt aber haben wir nicht nur einen 
plattdeutschen Max und Moritz, son
dern die Geschichte ist hier nun zum 
ersten Mal in vielen oberdeutschen Di
alekten zu lesen. 

1m ersten Teil des Buches erscheinen 
die hochdeutsche Originalfassung mit 
den Zeichnungen und daneben die 
Ubertragung ins Plattdeutsche von Paul 
Hennings. Dann folgen acht Para
Ileiversionen der Max und Moritz
Geschichte: Kalsch, Badisch-Pfalzisch, 
Eisassisch, Zurituutsch, Schwabisch, 
Bairisch, Frankisch, und Schlesisch. 

The Mennonite Mirror depends on paid-up subscriptions for support. At the 
same time, it has decided because of rising postal charges to not send notices 
of subscriptions due. This will be your reminder. . . 

Please check the expiry date of your address label. The number indicates 
year and month of expiry. For example 8303 means your subscripti<:)fl expired 
March 1983. The number 9912 indicates that you are a pensioner and 
therefore there is no charge. The absence of any figure means you have never 
paid . Names of those who do not pay will be deleted. 

Subscriptions cost $8 for one year, $14 for two years; send your address 
label along with a cheque payable to Mennonite Mirror, 203 -818 Portage 
Avenue, Winnipeg, R3G ON4. 

TELL OUR ADVERTISERS 
YOU SAW THEM 
WHEN YOU LOOKED IN 
THE Mirror 

(It's a reflection 
on us, of course.) 

In einem weiteren Te il f o l gen 
Ubertragungen i ns Penn sylvania 
Dutsch, Oberbsterreichi sc h, Mit
telhochdeutsch (13. jahrhundert), und 
jiddisch. Zuletzt hat der Herausgeber 
Raum halber nur Auszug e a us 
folgenden Dialekten sozusagen als Pro
be beboten: Wiedensahler Platt, Sie
benburgisch-Sachsisch, Moselfran
kisch, Holsteiner Platt, Mennoniti sch 
Platt, Letzebuergesch, und Eber
gbtzener Platt. 

Es ist von Bedeutung, dass man in 
einer Ubersetzung immer etwas von der 
Originalfassung verliert, dann aber in 
der Ubertragung das VolkstUmliche, 
das in der neuen Sprache erscheint, 
gewinnt. Zum Beispiel, die ersten Verse 
des Vorworts lauten in der O rig
inalfassung: 

Ach, was muss man oft von bbsen 
Kindern hbren oder lesen!! 
Wie zum Beispiel hier von diesen, 
Welche Max und Moritz hiessen . 

In der Pennsylvania Dutch -
Ubertragung werden Max und Moritz in 
jake un johnny umgetauft und die Verse 
lauten : 

Ach, was muss mer oftmools lese 
Von dem schlechte Kinnerwese! 
Wie die zwee Nichsnutz do hinn, 
jake un johnny, dick un dinn. 
Es ist schade, dass nur ein Max und 

Moritz-Streich im mennonitischen Platt 
in diesem Buch erscheint (S.158) . 
Meines Erachtens, ist es Professor jack 
Thiessen, den viele Leser dieser 
Zeitschrift kennen , hbchst gelungen 
diese humorvolle Geschichte ins 
Plautdietsch zu ubertragen. Die sieben 
Streiche in Thiessens Ubertragung sind 
noch fast humorvoller als in der 
hochdeutschen Fassung. Uns ere 
Zeitschrift Mennonite Mirror bringt zur 
Zeit in jeder Nummer einen Max und 
Moritz-Streich im mennonitischen 
Plattdeutsch. 

Wir sind Professor Garlach und den 
vielen Ubersetzern - auch jack 
Thiessen - der Max und Moritz
Geschichte zu herzlichem Dank ver
pflichtet. Dieses neue Buch ist hbchst 
zu empfehlen. mm 

JOHN FEHR INSURANCE 
1110 Henderson Highway 
Phone: 338-7811 

HOMEOWNERS PACKAGE 

COMMERCIAL· FIRE· LIFE 

AUTHORIZED ~ AGENT 

Courteous Professional Service 

Call us for a Quotation for all your Insurance needs -
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THORNE Offices throughout Canada 

R~ID=-=D-=E-=L_T J ______ ,:~" 
Chartered Accounla nts ~ 

Suite 300-386 Broadway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C OA9 
Telephone (204) 957-1770 

Intern ational Firm: 
Klynveld Main Goerdeler & Co, 

~:~ 
WINNIPEG WELDING SUPPLIES LTD. 

45 ARCHIBALD STREET, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 
R2J OV7 

PETER W, DOERKSEN Business 233-3434 
Residence 269-3877 

Bergen's Photo Studio 
Family Groups, Weddings, Children's Portraits 

COLOR WEDDING ALBUMS OUR SPECIALTY 
Reproduction of your old B & W photos 

Reasonable Rates - By appointment only 

PHONE TILL 9 Pvt - 775-2858 

719 Goulding St. Winnipeg Man, R3G 2S5 

G. K. BRAUN INSURANCE SERVICES LTD. 

LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

G3 INCLUDING 

Fo r serv ice, phone o r co me to : 

171 Donald St" Rm . 301 
Winnipeg. Man . R3C 1M4 
Phone 942-6171 

Box 130. 
Rosenort, Man . ROG 1WO 

Phone 1-746-8411 

[WJ BLOCK BROS. 
NATIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICE 

Victor Kliever 
Bus. 339-1911 Res. 668-2970 

Call me for your Real Estate Needs 
Wir bedienen auch in Platt and Hochdeutsch 

1382 Henderson Hwy. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R2G 1M8 

William Martens 
Barrister and Solicitor 

137 Scott Street 
(Stradbrook and Scott, 1 Block east of 

Osborne) 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Telephone R3L OK9 
475-9420 

Garth P. Reimer 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CAMPBELL, MAXWELL, KOZMINSKI , 
JACKIEW & REIMER 

400-208 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg , Manitoba R3C 1R7 

Telephone 942-3311 Residence 475-5655 

Winnipeg Building & 
Decorating (1968) Ltd. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS ====== 

• A COMPLETE REMODELLING SERVICE • 

DONALD T. MacANGUS - HENRY THIESSEN 

56 Ellen St., Winnipeg, Man. - 942-6121 

Bus: 1-745-6014~~_ .: ~~. 
Res: 257-6606 • _ 

.. iiiiiiij;;;;'" 

Brookdale Agencies 
Farm and Commercial Property 

PAUL KLASSEN 
Broker 

P.O~ Box 478 19 Main Street 
Carman, Manitoba ROG OJO 

Member of Winnipeg Real Estate Board 

?1ta9fLatette ' d, '''ii'''' e§:l 
Seud"9 S~fte 
1419A Henderson Hwy. in th e Boardwalk Mal l 339·2023 
Sewi ng Machine Sales and Serv ice . PASSAP Knitting Machines 6rl · Zwicky Thread 

=~:;;J ! •• J • ca.'.iCO. s . ' •. Knitting Yarns • QUilt ing Suppl ies 
~. I • F"sh lon Fab ro cs 

& . • Classes on: QUIlting. 
TaIlo ring & Bi shop Sewing Method 
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Max und Moritz 

Latzta Schowanack 

Max enn Moritz, nu's febie! 
Mett jun Domms, daut weete wie! 

Motte see aun aule Siede 
Lajcha enn dee Satj uck schniede? -

- Kjitjt, doa drajcht dee Bua Matj 
Eent von siene groote Satj. -

.- ~-,, '. 

~:'~~'~"-""e!!!I!l!!L. 
( I I ( \ ( L..,-\ __ ;'"'-~_ 

Haft den Sack opp Ridjes-Medde 
Fangt dee Joascht aun uttooschedde. 
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by Wilhelm Busch 
Translated from the German by lack Thiessen 

.' .. ~ 
_, I . 

:,~~·_~-~\;r.: .: ::.~ 
/ - I ' _ _! I '" q --, ~ - , ; ~. 

/ I I - . - -

Woat nu doll , "Wauts ditt aul wada? 
Dissa Sack woat emma ladja!" 

______ • ________ -- --.- _____ • _ _ _ __ • ___ 0 ____ -

Ha, doa sitt hee folia Freid 
Max enn Moritz emm Jetraajd. 

---- ~-

Rabs!! - enn sienen grooten Sack 
Scheffelt hee daut Lumpepack. 



Max enn Moritz jintj'et schwal 
Wiels nu jeit'et enn'e Mal. -

"Meiste( Mala, etj doaf bedde, 
Schwind ditt enn'e Mohl too schedde!" -

- "Haa doamett!" - enn enn'em Trejchta 
Nu feropp mett dee Jesejchta. 

Enn dee Mal molt kjlien enn fein 

Maxtje enn daut Moritzlein. 

Enn dee Ente frate opp 

Dee Junges nu enn ahre Kropp_ 

Aus emm Darp dee Lied nu heade, 
Fon groote Trua, kjeene Weada. -
- Dee Boltsche sad, "Na, heat etj saj, 
Jo, 500 jeit'et soone Balj!" -
- "JO, jo, jo!" - sad Meista Botj, -
"Dommheit ess kjeen Lawenszwatj!" 
- Dann sad nu uck Lehra Laumpel: 
"Sitzt, daut ess uck een Exaumpel!" -
- "Woaromm uck!" - sad Onkel Batja, 
"Ess dee Mensch soon Zockaletja?" -
- Sad dee good a Onkel Fritz, 
"Daut's 'et Enj von domme Witz!" -
- Doch dee staumja Buaschmaun 
Docht "Waut jeit soon Domms mie aun?"
- Kort, emm gaunzen Darp jeit omm 
Een fedeelet Dankjebromm: 
"Gott sei Dank! Wajch ess daut Pack 
Enn febie dee Schowanack!!" 
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Ich hab' aus dem Brunnen der Steppe getrunken 
Wo keiner trank 

Wenn die Abendsonne im Westen gesunken 
Und der Grillen Reigen erklang ... 

Fritz Senn at 90 Years 

by Victor G. Doerksen 

Wh en I visited him last summer, 
Gerhard Friesen (Fritz Senn) was him
self little more than a gentle, careworn 
reminder of a world which seems very 
distant to most of us today. Blind, and 
removed from immediate contact with 
the bustling, present-day Mennonite 
world, Fritz Senn himself no longer can 
remember what he so vividly captured 
in the best German verse written by a 
Mennonite poet: the sights, sounds and 
smells of the steppe, the flavor of a 
world long departed, of a simpler, stur
dilyordered world that seems very un
real to us now. 

Today we live in another world, both 
physically and spiritually: many Men
nonites have become modern with a 
vengeance. Hard work and relatively 
clean living have propelled us to a 
prominent position in a complex demo
cratic society. At the same time we join 
with others in a search for roots, for an 
orientation in terms of a past that is 
meaningful to us - and this is where 
the achievement of Fritz Senn (like that 
of Arnold Dyck and others) becomes 
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A Living Mennonite Memory 

one of practical value. For he has cap
tured the sense of that world, its simple 
rhythms, its haunting sounds, sights and 
smells, in verse which is truly Men
nonite. Its images are the stuff of that 
rural way of life made into patterns 
which show the working of the Men
nonite mind. 

Most of all, Fritz Senn embodies the 
homesickness of the displaced person, 
that architypal Mennonite who finds 
himself constantly on the move, up
rooted from any and all territories and 
not really knowing why, since his love 
of the land is well demonstrated. And 
nls poems always show variations of the 
puzzlement at this fate, the wondering 
about guilt and punishment and the un
certainty about these 'Ieadings' as for 
example the lines: 

Zwischen Menschen und 
Damonen 
Wollten wir nicht langer wohnen, 
Zogen aus, und sind zerstreut . .. 
Manche haben es bereut . . . 

This kind of doubt is not very evident 
among the North American Mennonites 
of today. We are glad to have escaped. 
But when we see our brothers and sis
ters in the Soviet Union, we are gripped 
by the sadness of the great separation 
which has changed so many lives and 
our history. 

Fritz Senn can help us to appreciate 
something of what has been lost; his 
imagination takes us where his heart 
has always been : 

Rings Weizen wogen, Thymian
duff, 
Und Duff von Minze, Lauch und 
Dill und Teer, 
Dort komm ich her. -

The poem "Heimkehr" represents an 
imaginary return to the old world and to 
the poet's childhood and youth. On his 
90th birthday we cannot use the con
ventional greetings, but we want to 
honour a poet whose memories can 
give us many happy and wistful returns. 



Heimkehr 
Wenn der Wanderbursche hat die Welt gesehn, 
Will er doch zuletzt nachhause gehn, 
Will zuletzt doch bringen einen Gruss 
Scinem alten Dorf am Fluss! 
Summend geht die Strasse er entlang ... 
Oa ... in einem Hof ertont Gesang, 
Spielen, Tanzen, Ringelreihn, 
Nachtigallen, Fliederduft und Mondenschein, 
Und die Holde, die er sich erkor, 
KOsste, herzte und durch Tod im Krieg verlor, 
Lange steht er sinnend vor dem Tor . .. 

Weiter schreitet er voraus 
Und kommt nun zu seinem Vaterhaus, 
Stall und Scheune stehn nicht mehr, 
Und das Haus ist ohne Oach und leer, 
Ttiren, Fenstern, aile Mobel 
Hat verschleppt der Pobel! 
Auf der Beischlagsstufe sieht er sich als Kind, 
Neben sich den lieben Sausewind, 
Sausewind, der liebste Hund 
Auf dem ganzen Erdenrund, 
Oer am besten ihn verstand, 
Und oft zartlich leckte seine Hand. 
Sommers, in der Beischlagsecke, 
Ruhten sie auf einer Decke 
In der heissen Mittagszeit, 
Oh, wie ist das alles weit!. .. 

Barfuss, mit zerrissnen Hosenknien, 
Sieht er sich ein Wagelchen ziehn, 
Voligeladen mit Kawunen und Melonen, 
Obendrauf ein Korb mit grOnen Bohnen, 
Sausewind lauft nebenher, 
Rastet oft und atmet schwer, 

Edelweis serves those who want quality and care enough to 
send the best. 

GERMAN SPOKEN 

Edelweis Florist 
1110 Henderson Hwy. 

Phone 339-5515 

"The Small Shop with the Personal Touch" 

Eleanor Nickel 

For Complete 
Real Estate Service 
Call 339-1911 Office 

339-0264 Res. 
Ich spreche auch Deutsch und Plattdeutsch 

1832 Henderson Highway 

t!ll BLOCK BROS. 
NATIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICE 

- von Fritz Senn 

Froh, dass es nachhause geht, 
Oiesmal wird das Mittag spat! 
Auch im Wald sind sie gewesen, 
Haben Beeren dort gelesen, 
Er ist hoch auf einen Baum geklettert, 
Plotzlich brach ein Ast, beim RutschenmOssen 
Sind die Hosenknien zerrissen! 
Seine alte Mutter wettert, 
Abends sitzt sein MOtterchen gebOckt, 
Wahrend sie die Hosenknien flickt! 
Vater schilt und schmust dabei! 
Oh, die liebe Kletterei! .. . 
Plotzlich nimmt er seinen Wanderstab, 
Und geht zu der Liebsten Grab, 
Auf dem Kirchhof, frOher wohlgepflegt, 
Jetzt kein Grab, das eine Inschrift tragt! 
Oenkt an Friedrich ROckerts Spruch, den er einst las: 
"Uber aile Graber wachst zuletzt das Gras!" 

... Wenn ein Wanderbursch nun wieder wandern geht, 
Schliesst ihn ein in euer Nachtgebet! 
Denn wer weiss von seiner Schritte Ziel? 
Und die Welt hat dunkler Wege viel! 
Einer sucht den Garten seiner Kindheit lang, 
Und den Brunnen mit der alten Bank, 
Wo die Nachtigall im Sommer sang! 
Einer war zu lang auf Wanderfahrt, 
Auf derselben sind ergraut ihm Haar und Bart! 

Einem blieb von allem Hab und Gut, 
Nur der Wanderstab und Wanderhut! 
Einer sucht in Herbst und Nebelnacht 
Ein vergrastes Grab fOr seine Lebensfracht! 
Wandernd musste er von Hause gehn, 
Wege, die im fremden Land verwehn!' 

- WAY u". 
Escorted Coach Holidays 

John Fehr 
1110 Henderson Hwy. President 
Winnipeg. Man. R2G 1L1 Phone (204) 338-9389 

Fehr-Way is the Fun-Way 

-..... 
~lloW8h ip lJook('entel' 

BOOKS, RECORDS, BIBLES, 
GIFTS AND CARDS 

FOR THE WHOLE FAMI LY ! 

1477 PEMBINA HWY., WINNIPEG (204) 453-4919 

3111 PORTAGE AVE., WINNIPEG (204) 885-7085 
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Abortion: 
What shoald our attitude be? 
For several years now the various conferences within the Men
nonite community have been discussing the question of abor
tion and seeking to come to some consensus on their attitutde to 
this controversial and difficult subject. Currently in Winnipeg, 
with the attempt of Dr. Henry Morgenthaler to establish his 
clinic, the question is of major concern. Notes have appeared in 
the Sunday morning bulletins of most of our churches, urging 
members to write letters opposing Morgenthaler. At least one 
congregaton proposed at its annual meeting that such a letter be 
sent to the provincial government. After an emotional discus
sion, the proposal was dropped, and a decision made to set 
aside an eveni ng for a more thorough discussion of the factors 
involved. 

Few current issues seem to arouse such strong feelings as this 
one: the "pro-choice" versus "pro-life". The pro-choice propo
nents argue that pregnancy is the result of a chance joining 
together of sperm and egg; that what happens to a woman's body 
is between her and her doctor; that the state has no right to 
interfere or to tell her what she should or should not do in the 
case of a pregnancy. The pro-I ife people argue that, from the 
moment of conception, the foetus is an individual human being 
and that to destroy this human being this creation of God, is to 
commit murder. There are committed Christians supporting 
both sides of this argument. 

What should our attitude be? In 1981 there were over 65,000 
abortions in Canada. The current law states that therapeutic 
abortions may be performed if the health of the mother. is endan
gered and a panel of three doctors agrees that it is warranted. It is 
well-known that "health of the mother" can be interpreted 
loosely. Most (not all) Christians appear to agree that, when the 
life of a mother is threatened, an abortion should be performed. 
This immediately indicates that we do, in fact, place a high value 
on a human life that already possesses social significance over 
one which does not. What about instances of pregnancies which 
result from rape or incest, particularly where the victims are 
relatively young? Should these victims be doubly punished for 
the weaknesses of society? Modern medical advances, such as 
the use of amniocentesis, can now create agonizing decisions 
for pregnant women - should they carry to term a pregnancy 
when they know the embryo is genetically defective? My hus
band and I recently received a distressed phone call from a 
couple, the parents of two small children, who were faced with 
exactly this dilemma. They desperately wanted advice and sup
port on a decision which had to be made without delay. As with 
many moral issues, there are grey areas in the abortion question. 
There is no doubt that a Christian must recognize the values of 
human life and must seek to honour God and His creation. But 
there are times when one must choose between two lives - the 
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quality of life of an individual who is often responsible for 
others; and that of an unborn infant whose life is still inextricably 
tied to that of its mother. 

A statement adopted in 1980 by the General Conference 
Mennonite Church says that "the majority of us believe that most 
abortions cannot be justified on moral grounds, although we are 
unwilling to say that abortion is never justified. We do not agree 
what circumstances justify abortion." In 1982 the Peace and 
Social Concerns Committee of MCC (Canada) stated "We be
lieve that abortion is wrong because it violates the sanctity and 
value of human life . We urge our members and institutions to 
offer alternatives to abortion, such as counselling resources, 
adoption and economic assistance ... " 

This latter approach is the one which we, as Christians 
concerned about the quality of life, should take. It is not enough 
to oppose abortion. If we are "pro-life", we must be prepared to 
be supportive of those who keep the babies they might otherwise 
have aborted. It simply is not an adequate Christian response to 
write letters opposing Morgenthaler. I find it ironic that many of 
the most vociferous opponents of abortion are also opposed to 
family-life and sex education in the schools, and are also in 
favour of capital punishment. 

MCC (Canada) in a new pamphlet on the subject, proposes a 
"service response" - giving help to women who might not have 
abortions if they knew they could obtain the help that they need. 
This might include advice on medical care, clothing, financial 
aid and on-going friendship and support. In Winnipeg, Pregnan
cy Distress Service gives such help, and is always in need of 
financial and volunteer assistance. 

If we are to take a basically pro-life stand, then we must be 
sure that our attitudes towards those, particularly unmarried 
pregnant women, who might otherwise seek abortions, are 
accepting and loving, and not judgmental and hard-hearted. 
We must also actively seek to foster in our children responsible 
and thoughtful attitudes towards others, and towards their own 
sexuality. All too often a cloak of silence and secrecy is wrapped 
around this significant area of our lives. 

It seems that with this issue, as with many others, if we 
seriously wish to follow our Lord, we do not take inflexible 
positions, establishing hard and fast rules. 

Christians obviously must have convictions, but on issues 
like this when convictions harden into into inflexible positions, 
the spirit of the original concern can be completely destroyed. 
'~ .. when the devil wishes to play on our lack of character; he 
calls it tolerance, and when he wants to stifle our first attempts to 
learn tolerance, he calls it lack of character. " 

Oag Hammarskjold in Markings 
- by Ruth Vogt 
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See, from :His head, :His hands, :His feet, 
Sorrow and wve flow mingled down; 
'Did e'er such wve and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
'That were a present far too smaLL; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
'Demands mysoul, my life, my aLL. 

'Edward :Miller 1790 


