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INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 

Night 
Train 

from 

Moscow 

FORESTGREEN PRODUCTIONS 

A Canadian film company, working with 
Mennonite consultants and with th h Ip of 
seed-money from Mennonit investors, has 

produced a first -draft scr en pi y for an 
epic motion picture on th xp riance of 
the Mennonites in the Russian revolution 

and their subsequent migration to Canada. 

Subject to the raising of approximat IY nine 
million dollars for the production and 

distribution budgets, the company will 
proceed with the filming of N I~ ht Train 

from Moscow (tentative title) in the 
l Winnipeg area in the summer of 1981. 

The company welcqmes investment by 
Mennonites and with this public 

announcement is giving them the first 
opportunity. 

Thanks to Canadian tax laws, which 
encourage Canadian film development, 

such investments qualify for 100 percent 
tax write-off, though the company fully 

expects· the motion picture to stand out not 
only as a superior screen production and 

as the conveyor of a profound message for · 
our time, but also as a wise business 

investment. 

If you are seriously interested, send your 
name, address, and telephone number in 

confidence to: 

3089 Bathurst Street, Suite 310, Toronto, Ontario M6A 2A4 

I '1' 

Bible 
Chapel 

There are many good reasons for consider ing st udy at 

CANADIAN IVENNONITE BIBLE COLLEGE 600 Shaftesbury Blvd. Winnipeg, Man. R3P 0M4 (204) 888 - 6781 
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IMMEDIATE JOB OPENING 
General maintenance 
year- round employment 
North Ki Idonan area 
Duties include painting and 
minor repairs 

for details call: 
Vega Investments Ltd. 668-5610 
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•• .Your Kin'd of 
Lifestyle ••• 

Whatever your idea of the perfect 
lifestyle, chances are a credit 
union personal loan wi ll make 
it more satisfying. 

Personal loans at interest 
, rates that are lower than those 

charged by most department 
stores, credit cards , and other 
retail credit companies ... are 
available at the Credit Union. 

You can arrange for a repay
ment schedule your budget can 
handle .. . You can payoff your 
loan in full . -.. or in part. . . any 
time .. . without penalty. 

Loans are available for many 
worthwhile purposes - furniture 
. .. major appliances . . . new 
car .. . truck . . . or even for 
combining several retail loans 
into one convenient, lower-cost 
credit union loan. 

We're easy to talk to . .. and 
willing to help . . . whenever we 
can . When yO!J need a personal 
loan, think of your credit union 
- for your kind of lif~style. 

Serving the Mennonite People of Manitoba. 

CROSSTOWN CREDIT UNION LTD. 
1250 Portage Avenue - 783-7081 

1200 Henderson Highway - 338-0365 
171 Donald Street - 947-1243 
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mix-up 
There are two winners to announce this 

issue. 
Rudolf Dyck, of Kildonan Drive, Win

nipeg, wa'S the winner of the January contest. 
A; Sawatzky of Winkler, was the winner 

of the February puzzle. 
The reason for announcing two winners 

this issue is because there was not . enough 
time for entries to reach the office by the 
deadline. 

Answers for January are scope, trade, un
ion, parity, charter, and prosperity. 

Answers for February are post, rate, dare, 
cheat, grate, trace, and correct. These are the 
"official" answers, however it became ap
parent from entries received that there were 
equally valid alternative answers and a deci
sion was made to award the prize 011 that 
basis. In fact, no one sent in the official 
answers . 

.. RALEN 

If? @ tl I pI L I-~~~~ o~;t.e 
T HAC E 1>"''1'5 '- ' _ • 
teE £1 f711] 
RATIN 

£1l g[{J) I I Nl 
SWOM 10 

THISING 

A GrATE W~'{ 1'0 
Goo [) El:lv <;1\1" I ON • 

IE Co H '1 A- r;:r;;;XXX:tXJ 
, The letters are to be re-arranged and 

written in the squares to form words. Letters 
which fall into the squares with circles are to 
be arranged to complete the answer atl~e 

. bottom of the puzzle; the drawing to tthe 
right provides a clue. ~ {i 

A winner will be drawn at random fforn 
among the contest entries and the prize 
awarded. 

Entries, must be sent to the Mirror office 
by March 20, 1981. 

Name ----------:---'c-~ 

Address 

City/Town 

Postal Code __________ _ 

Send Entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203 - 818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
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FUND RAISER 
" 

AUTUMN tmUSE, a senior citizen ' 
apartment project, and registered 
charity, requires the services of 
an experienced fund raiser. 
Duties to include the organiza- , 
tion' of a fund-raising campaign " 
and solicitation by telephone and 
in person. Salary is negotiable " 
and the assignment would be for . 
a six to twelve month period. 

Klassen Funeral Chapel Ltd. • 
Interested and qualified 
individuals please contact: Spacious Chapel 

Personal Service 

1897 Henderson Hwy. 
WINNIPEG, MAN. RZG 1P4 

Phone 338-0331 

Reasonable PricE's 
Easy Access 

Ample Parking 
Robert Friesen 942·2171 

business and professional directo'ry 

Denny's Meat Market 
333 Wilton St. 

452-9792 

DENNIS DUECK 
PROPRIETOR 

Winnipeg Building & 
Decorating (1968) Ltd. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS ====== 

• A COMPLETE REMODELLING SERVICE • 

, 

DONALD T. MacANGUS - HENRY THIESSEN, 

56 Ellen St., Winnipeg, Man. - 942·6121 

At 

St. James Volkswag,on Ltd. 
----AUDI FOX & AUDI 5000 

See us 

305 Madison at Ness 

888-0260 
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For any occasion where flowers say it best, let EDELWEIS 
say it for you. ' 

GERMAN SPOKEN 

Edelweis Florist 
1110 Henderson Hwy. 

Phone 339-5515 

"The Small Shop with the Personal Touch" 

PEMBINA 
INSURANCE SERVICES 

284 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 2P5 

Bus. 452-4913 Res. 256-5181 

~ OSCAR EPP 

Fire, Life, Commercial, Residential, Auto & Bonding 

PHONE (204) 339-0226 
(204) 334-2656 

1U~..!.lumbing & Heating ltd. 

JOHN WINTER 
MANAGER 

MEC HANICAL CONTRACTO RS 

2141·A HENDERSON HWY, 
WINNIPEG. MANITOBA 

R2G 'I P8 



JIM MCSWEENEY 
"Morning Minstrel'; 

7:00 to 9:30 a.m. 

JIM MCSWEENEY joins you for that first cup of 
coffee with light-hearted conversation ... 
bright, cheerful music ... up-to-the-minut~ 
News, Weather and Sports information,. Patll 
Harvey is a special guest with hisN~ws and 
Comment, bringing you International News oh . 
a personal level. 

Better breakfasts begin with 
Jim McSweeney . 

on "Morning Mins.trel"! 

CFAII • CHSII 
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Emmy 
By David Bergen 

You understand, don't you? It's just 
that the body gets old and the skin 
waxes a birch leaf in late fall, and the 
bones and joints become unoiled and I'm 
tired, really t ired these days. The life of 
an octogenarian isn't easy. I always told 
Emmy, when I can't walk three flights 
of stairs without pain shooting through 
my legs, then it's time to go. Time to go. 
That's one of my handy euphemisms 
which helps to cloud the realism I am 
forced to acknowledge. Right now it's a 
question of "who's first?", Emmy or 
myself? Emmy's been bedridden these 
past weeks and a month ago the doctor 
decided it was t ime for her to be in the 
hospital. That pretentious jester. I've 
cared for Emmy for 57 years and that'll 
be the day when I stop. So, I moved into 
the hospital. Packed my bags, caught a 
taxi, and forced my way onto this sick 
persons'ward, where the antiseptic walls 
meet the waxy white tiles of the floor 
like two captured doves in the eternal fu
sion of sterile mating. At first they 
wouldn't allow a healthy specimen like 
me onto the ward but I convinced them. 
It was probably my lonely looking face. 

I'm next door to Etnmy and it's 
almost like our own home. We don't get 
to sleep together though and I miss 
that. Sure, I admit the desires aren't 
what they used to be but I long to reach 
across the clean, warm sheets to touch 
the woman I've made love to, helped 
bear children, cried with and laughed 
with. When we slept together I did not 
notice her wrinkled skin, the varicose 
veins and the bruises which appeared 
from nowhere, floating on her body like 

. huge water lilies, and she never mention
ed my chapped, knobby knees or my 
eyes: two' chocolate wafers which made 
me preposterously nocturnal. When you 
grow old together you don't notice the 
physical beauty disappearing. When we 
were young it was so necessary, so vital 
to our personal beings, a time when no 
recognition is given to the decay which 
begins, not surprisingly, when a baby ex-
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A fiction special 

changes its sweet smell for that which is 
sour and ugly, like bad breath. 

Emmy was beautiful on our wedding 
day. She carried herself proudly, each 
subsequent step down the aisle drawing 
her closer to the body she would lovingly 
gauge flesh and sweat and marrow with. 
We left the church in my Dad's beat up 
black Ford. Later there were times of 
great loving and many arguments, yet 
when 1 look back it seems the loving 
always overshadowed the fights. I recall 
those first years and 1 smile now . .. say 
no more. Just smile. 

As we grew older we acted out those 
interminable roles of wife and husband, 
mother and father, grandma and grand
pa, ' friends, ruts and roots. Emmy claims 
those were the best years. 

1 asked her yesterday what she liked 
about them and of course she said the 
children. Her favourite was the 
youngest, Abe. Abe had the way of a 
woman and maybe that's why Emmy 
doted over him. 1 tried to train him to be 
a man but he didn't want to learn how to . 
wield a hammer or toughen his muscles. 
Secretly 1 admired Abe and 1 loved him 
deeply. I'm sorry now that I never show
ed or told him how much I loved him, 
because Abe died when he was sixteen. 
Abe's lungs coughed up blood and water 
on that cold February night. The doctor 
was in the room along with the smell of 
vicks and sweat and death, and the om
nipotence of medicine vanished with 
each rattle that rose from Abe's swollen 
chest. I remember Emmy bending over 
Abe, sending up her prayers . . . so 
strong, so very strong. Abe looked at 
Emmy and smiled just before he died 
and Emmy held him all night, rocking 
back and forth, her tears washing his 
hollow, lifeless form. I kissed Abe, "then 
Emmy, and stepped outside and began 
to walk. 1 walked through the night and 
the stars watched me and I remember 
looking up and I didn't question, I just 
cried. 

A few years later the children were off 
on their own and Emmy and 1 were alone 

again. It waS 1 n I ilt first but we had 
each other, and wh \ u've had that for 
so long it doesn't hurt as bad when you 
begin the dance of I lution. 

I shuffled into EI.llrny'B room the other 
day and blessed h r with what we 
mutually call our cultured love: pOetry. 
Paul Zweig may not have written his 
poem for Emmy and I, bu t does it mat
ter? E:mmy can you hear mo? Listen. 

"A fly skating on water walks on 
nothing, 
On tension: something abstract 
As I I prayer, or as love." 

"I lov~1 you, Emmy." 
"Me too, you." 

My ;)One8 hurt in an awful way today 
and I'm tired of this white starchy 
hospital with nurses running around 
shoving thermometers into my mouth 
and a(~tually helping me eat. You'd think 
I was an invalid. But I'm determined to 
hibernate here until Emmy's ready togo 
home. The doctor told me 'yesterday, like 
he's told me for a couple of weeks, that 
Emmy isn't next door and that she's 
been dead for a month. 1 wish he 
wouldn't say things like that, it might 
scare · Emmy and 1 don't want Emmy 
hurt. 

I wish I could walk in the night and 
look at the stars ... I wouldn't even 
question . . . I'd just cry. mill 

ASSINIBOINE TRAVEL 
SERVICE 

1981 Tour to the 
Soviet Union 

Berlin ....... . . ... . . ....... 1 day 
Gdansk (Danzig) . .. . . .. .. . . . . 2 days 
Warsaw . . . ... . .. . ... ... . .. . 1 day 
Leningrad .... . .......... . . . 3 days 
Moscow ... .. . .... .. . . .. ... 3 days 
Kiew ........ . . .. ... .. . . . . . 2 days 
Saporoschje ...... . ....... . . 3 days 
Karaganda ... ..... . . .. . . . .. 3 days 
Alma Ata .... . .... . . .. . . .. . . 3 days 

Departure from Winnipeg 
July 2,1981 

Cost: $2,750 (Canadian) 

Tour Leaders: 
William Schroeder, Winnipeg 

Dr. John Friesen, CMBC, Winnipeg 

Address all inquiries to: 
Assin iboine Travel Service 

219-818 Portage Avenue 
.Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 

Ph. 1·204·775-0271 or 
1-800·262·8893 (Toll free for 

residents outside of YVinnipeg) 



An examination 
of where and how 
Winnipeg Mennonites 
earn their living 
'First of a series 
by EHrieda Rempel 

In the 'Netherlands, the Mennonites 
were , generally educated merchants, 
businessmen, shippers, weavers and 
even whalers. In Prussia, they drained 
the swamps and became . basically an 
agricultural community after settling in 
Russia and again after resettling in 
Canada. In Russia they were able to 
establish . their own schools and ' this 
tradition is still carried on today here in 
Winnipeg by such schools ' as Westgate 
Collegiate, Mennonite Brethren Col
legiate Institute and by our. Mennonite 
colleges. 
, After resettling in Canada Mennonites 
gradually found themselves moving to 
the cities ' and . those who emigrated to 
Canada after the Second Word War 
settled in the cities. Today Mennonites 
fi nd that they constitute a substantial 

,-- sector of the urban pouplation ,.-' par
, ticularly in Winnipeg. Where in the spec

trum ,of occupations do we Mennonites 
find ourselves ' employed? Are the ma
jority of us craftsmen, teachers or 
nurses? On the farm, the husband and 
wife worked side by ' side. In our urban 
setting what is the role of the Mennonite 
woman today? What emphasis have we 
put on education? Do we find higher 
education necessary? To answer these 
questions, the Mennonite Mirror con
ducted a survey of Mennonites in Win
nipeg. 

The population (i.e. people) considered 
in this survey were members of Men
nonitechurches in Winnipeg and they 
lived andlor worked in Winnipeg. The 
population included churches from the 
General Conference, Mennonite 
Brethren Conference, Evangelical ,Men
nonite Conference and the Evangelical 
Mennonite Mission conference. Of the 
34 churches in Winnipeg, 27 par
ticipated in the survey, and 818 people 
were randomly selected out of 6,531 
church members. In other words, one 

out of every eight people was telephoned 
and asked to answer a questionnaire. In 
some cases the pastors were contacted 
and they obtained the information from 
their church members. 

The questioIlI1aire consisted of the 
following questions: 1) What ' is your 
marital status? 2) How much ' formal 
schooling have you had? 3, What is 
your present chief occupation? 4, What 
is your present employment status? Are 
you employed full time, part-time or 
retired? 5) Are you self-employed? 6) If 
you are a housewife do you have any pre
school age (five-year olds and young) 
children? 

,Part I of this series will deal with a 
general description of the findings. Cor
relations and comparisons of the t'esults 
will be, presented in more det8il in for
thcoming articles. 

Men · and women were almost equally 
represented in the survey. The General 
Conference church members made up 
more than half of the people in the sam
ple. About 40 per cent of the people were 
from the Mennonite Brethren Con
ference, and about 4.6 per cent were 
from the Eval1-gelical Mennonite and 
Evangelical Mennonite . Mission Con
ference. Of the people s«rveyed, 72.7 per 
cent were married, 17.9 per cent were 
single, 8.1 per cent. were Widowed, and 
0.8 per cent were divorced. 

In answer to the question "How much 
formal schooling have you had?" most 
people stated that they had completed 
eight grades or less,or that they were 
high school or trade school graduates. 
31.6 per cent of the people surveyed 
stated that they had completed eight 
grades or less, 12.4 per cent completed 
high school and 26.3 per cent were high 
school graduates. 29.4 per cent had some 
college or were college graduates or had 
completed some or all of a professional 
degree. Clearly most Mennonites were 
able at least to obtain some portion of a 
secondary school education. 

In determining the major occupations 
of Mennonites in Winnipeg, it was found 
that one fifth (20 per cent) of the people 
were retired and another fifth (20 per 
cent) were housewives. Another 7 per 
cent were students. Of those people who 
were gainfully employed, i.e. in the 
working force, about one-sixth (16.5 per 
cent, were professionals such as 
teachers, doctors, nurses, accountants 
and one tenth (10 per cent' were pro
prietors, businessmen or managers. 
Another 7 per cent were clerical workers 
such as secretaries, bookkeepers and 
receptionists. The rest (17.7 per cent) 
were salesworkers, machine operators, 
craftsmen (carpenters, plumbers, 
mechaics, etc.) and laborers. From this 
information it is clear that the majority 
of church members were housewives and 
retired people. Those who were 
employed were usually professionals or 
businessmen. 

What do we mean when we label pe0-
ple as pr,ofessionals? The list of profes
sionals included school teachers, pro-
fessors, school administrators, 
ministers, nurses, physicians, 
technologists, engineers, accountants, 
social workers, lawyers, art~sts and 
pharmacists. It was found that Men
nonites were involved in all these profes
sions to some extent .. However, as one 
would expect most Mennoniteprofes
sionals (32.3 percent' were school 
teachers. This is to be expected . since 
Mennonites when able have usually em
phasized . the importance of education 
and taken on the responsibility of 
educating ,others. The next largest 
group of professionals were the 
technologists who made up 14.6 percent 
and then nurses who made up 12.3 per 
cent of the . sample professionals. One 
tenth or 9.2 percent of the professionals 
were accountants and 7 percent were 
social workers. 

Of the small percentage (7.6 percent' 
of the people who were employed as 
craftsmen or laborers, it was interesting 
to note that a little more than half,Le 
53.6 . percent of them work in the ,con
struction industry as carpenters, 
plumbers, electricians, painters, etc .. The 
reason · for this could be that after the 
war, (and the baby boom' more housing 
was required and so jobs on construction 
were readily available. A large percen
tage(33.9 percent) were also involved in 
fabricating, assembling and repamng 
such things as garments, furniture, and 
automobiles. After the Second World 
War many of the women found employ
ment in sewing factories and many have 
remained lilt this occupation. 

In examining the employment status, 
it was found that half of the people 
surveyed were employed full time and a 
small percentage (8.6 percent) were 
employed part-time. The reason that on-
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ly 50 percent of the people were 
employed full-time was that such a large 
proportion of Mennonite church 
members were retired or were 
housewives. 

A closer look at the category labelled 
"housewives" indicates that approx
imately one quarter of the housewives 
were employed full-time outside the 
home and one quarter were employed 
part-time outside the home. The remain
ing half were full-time housewives. The 
large percentage of women in the Men
nonite community who are employed, 
parallels the trend towards more women 
being employed outside the home in the 
rest of society. 

There has also been a general trend in 
the business world toward fewer and 
fewer people setting up their own 
businesses and companies. That is, 
fewer people were self-employed. 
Nonetheless, a substantial number (15,7 
percent) were self-employed. 

From the information obtained 
through the survey, one can conclude 
that a large majority of the church 
members were retired or were 
housewives. Of those members who were 
gainfully employed most were profes
sionals, particularly proprietors and 
businessmen. However, there was a 
substantial portion of craftsmen, 
laborers. and machine operators. Many 
of the housewives were employed out
side the home. Also a small portion of 
Mennonites were self-employed. More 
importantly, the survey has shown that 
it is difficult to describe a "typical" 
Mennonite, since we are such a diverse 
people. 
MM 

Elfrieda Rempel is a graduate of the 
Mennonite Brethren Collegiate In
stitute. She is presently a first-year stu
dent in the Faculty of Medicine at the 
University of Manitoba. She is the 
daughter of Mr. Dan Rempel and a 
member of the McIvor Avenue Men
nonite Brethren Church. 

Sun Valley's 
• new vOIce 

Manitoba • In 
by Peter Paetkau 

Manitoba's newest radio station, aris
ing in the mind of Jack Duncan, a 
Morden lawyer, had its origin in the spr
ing of 1972 while Duncan was curling in 
the national Elks finals at Medicine Hat, 
Alberta. Previously interested in radio 
and now stranded in the city for a few 
days due to a severe snowstorm, he 
found himself discussing radio at some 
length with some people from a Saskat
chewanradio station there to broadcast 
the final draws. 

With interest in radio renewed, Dun
can returned home, and casually noted 
to his partner, Ken Hanssen, that the 
Pembina Valley could use a radio sta
tion. Over the next three years 
(1972-1975) the two talked of the 
possibility of a second station from time 
to time but did little else to make it a 
reality. However, by 1975 the men 

KRAHN'S TV LTD.!!!!!!!!! 
SALES - SERVICE - RENTALS 

I 
COLOR TV 

I 
RCA - HITACHI - ELECTR·OHOME 

STEREO EQUIPMENT 
I _ 

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES 
I 

MICROWAVE OVENS 

~ Phone 338·0319 
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1143 Henderson Hwy. , 

agreed to investigate the matter more 
seriously. 

From a study c f.trri(~d out in 1977 by a 
British Columbia consultant, George C. 
Davies, it became cleaf that there was 
market for a second radio outlet without 
adversely affecting an existing broad
caster (CFAM) serving the region. As a 
result of the survey Duncan and 
Hanssen proceeded to enlist the par
ticipation of Henry F. Wiebe and Philipp 
R. Ens, two businessmen from Winkler. 

In the summer of 1978 was a time for 
serious action. They now required 
research before putting an application 
together, but since the entire matter was 
still a secret, they could not advertise. 
However, Jim Wiebe. the son of Henry 
F. Wiebe, at the time an unemployed 
university student with some research 
background and a fascination for the 
media, especially radio, was approached. 
Wiebe jumped at the opportunity, and 
did SOme of the initial survey work after 
plans for a new radio station were ann
ounced. 

To assure the success of their plans 
these men were required to involve an 
experienced broadcaster in the corpora
tion, who could advise the CRTC as to 
what kind of a station theirs would be. 
They were most fortunate in obtaining 
the right kind of person in John Fallows. 
After having spent most ofthe 70's with 
CJOB and CJUM-FM Fallows recogniz
ed the opportunity to institute his own 
system on a new station. 

A new radio station proposal must 
present an application to the CRTC, the 
government body regulating radio and 
television broadcasting in Canada. 
Licenses are granted on the basis of 
special guidelines and standards. A new 
radio station must be an economically 
balanced operation, affect existing sta
tions in the area in a positive way and 
maintain the interest and support of the 
community and its business segment. 

A "Promise of Performance", outlin
ing what a station would like to do, must 
be completed to assure the CRTC, as 
well as the people of the region, what 
categories of music it intends to play or 
what type of current affairs program it 
proposes. When a license comes up for 
renewal ,any citizen or group can again 
make a case as to whether or not a sta
tion has adhered to its "Promise or Per
formance". 

Recently the CRTC has come up very 
strongly in its opposition to American 
"canned" broadcasting. Consequently 
Sun Valley Radio stated in its applica
tion that they would not use any syn
dicated American programming like 
Back to the Bible Broadcast or Paul 
Harvey. On the other hand, the CRTC is 
quite aggressive in its promotion of 
Canadian content in flll areas of broad· 
casting . 



The board of sun Valley Radio foresaw 
the great potential of the radio station in 
bringing the 'various communities of 
southern Manitoba together. In fact, the 
conception of the role of a radio station 
in this area seems to be much greater 
than elsewhere in Manitoba. What has 
been CISV's distinctive contribution 
during its first six months of operation 
is its worthy emphasis on · communica
tion between the people of the com
munities within its broadcast scope. -

As a result of an initial lack of 
religious content it may appear that this 
radio station is at odds with the con
siderable religious character of the vast 
majority of the people to whom its 
broadcasting seeks to cater. That 
however is not the case. Sunday morn
ing has not developed quite as the board 
felt it should for a variety of reasons, one 
of which is that their commitment is 
toward local programming. 

The choice of music presents another 
critical area -in matters of what CISV is 
trying to achieve. Nonetheless, the point 
of the issue is tliat the two most popular 
forms of music are the middle of the road 
and country music according to a survey 
of the area. Therefore, in seeking to 
please the majority of the people in the 
Pembina Valley, CISV is attempting a 
judicious mixture · of these kinds of 
music. Here again there exists a con
sideration of providing an alternative to 
the music aired on the CBC or CF AM. 

Is CISV a "Mennonite" broadcasting 
station? "The first thing I was going to 
throw· back at you was the interesting 
discussion the Mirror had in respect to 
what was 'Mennonite' and what was 
not", replied Jim Wiebe, anticipating 
this kind of question. He added, "No, we 
are not a broadcasting arm of the Men
nonite Central Committee communica
tions people! Radio is simply a medium 
of communication which the Mennonites 
are using, as are the Anglicans, the 
Catholics and everybody else. It is 'Men
nonite' in terms of its involvement, and 
some of the people who shaped its 
philosophy are active members of the 
Mennonite church. That makes it a 
'Mennonite' business in the same sense 
as one might consider Reimer Express 
or Grey Goose Bus Lines as being a 
'Mennonite' company". 

Much else could be said about other 
aspects of this innovative broadcasting 
station. No mention has been made of its 
most aggressive weather forecasting or 
its extensive daily sports coverage in 
southern Manitoba. What is left to say 
but that its voice may be heard readily is 
such centers as Portage la Prairie, Win
nipeg or Steinbach. Tune in tonight to 
CISV - "the station that is close to the 
people", packed with the ultimate in 
"Community Information in Sunshine 
Valley". 

The 

Shortly before his recent death, Dr. 
Hampton, an occasional contributor to these 
pages, submitted thefollowing sketch. We in
clude it in this issue in remembrance of an 
interesting writer who knew . how to preserve 
and transmit memories of his early life in 
Russia in a way that was appreciated by our 
readers. 

Trojan horse scheme 
by Peter Hampton 

The Good Lord gave the Mennonites 
in Russia a breathing spell after the 
revolution and the civil war, and before 
Stalin decided to collectivize the farms. 
Our family took advantage of this 
breathing spell and moved to the city of 
Ekaterinoslav, now known as 
Dnepropetrovsk, where Dad secured 
employment with the government as a 
civil service worker. He also opened a 
hostel, where farmers from nearby Men
nonite villages could find accomodations 
while they did their business in the city. 

Mother was a good cook and prepared 
delicious meals for our guests; the sleep
ing quarters were also quite adequate; 
and the horses were well taken care of in 
our bam. But the Mennonite farmers 
were restless when they came to the ci
ty. They wanted to get their business 
done quickly and then drive back home. 
This was not always possible, however, 
because the Russian officials they had 
business with were in no hurry to 
oblige - unless the farmers came with 
gifts. -Otherwise the standard response 
to a farmer's request for an appointment 
was: "Come tomorrow." 

The' giving of "presents" to get things 
done was a common practice in Russia, 
and it was around this practice that my 
Dad built a scheme of action that was 
guaranteed to expedite a farmer's 
business in the city, and to his advan
tage. He . called it the Trojan Horse 
Scheme. 
Each farmer staying at our hostel had to 
bring with him from home two. gift 
packages for every official he expected 
to deal with in the city. The first 
package, with the farmer's name written 
on it in bold letters, consisted of a pound 
of butter, a dozen pastries - usually 
schnetje - a small smoked pork 
sausage, and occasionally a chunk of 
cheese. The package would then be 

delivered by one of Dad's information 
runners to the official to be seen, and 
this before an appointment was actually 
made with the official. When the runner 
arrived at the office he would hand the 
gift package to the office secretary or 
the official himself. While in the office 
the runner quickly spied out the office 
environment - persons present, fur
nishings, pictures on the walls, and 
anything else that could be used later on 
by the farmer in his ,Conversation with 
the government official whose favor he 
was seeking. The second gift package, 
consisting of similar delicacies as the 
first, but more substantal, was carried 
to the meeting by the farmer himself. 

The object of the first present was to 
initiate a "yes" response from the of
ficial toward the farmer. The assump
tion here was that once the official had 
said "yes" to something that served his 
primary needs - in this case sumptious 
food - it would be rather difficult for him 
to say "no" to the farmer who had serv
ed this need and who wanted a favorable 
decision from him concerning some legal 
matter. My Dad was a psychologist 
from way back, having read the works of 
Tolstoy, Turgeniev, and Dostoyevski, as 
well as the writings of Pavlov and 
Bechterev. He knew that if you want 
people to do something for you, you 
must first of all elicit a "yes" response 
from them by doing something for them, 
especially something that will satisfy 
their primary needs. The most urgent 
primary needs in those days were the 
needs for food and drink, and so my Dad 
worked out his scheme using food and 
drink as bait. 

An example will illustrate the Trojan 
horse technique of persuasion in action. 
On one occasion a farmer by the name of 
John Thiessen from one of the Yazykovo 
villages stayed at our hostel. He came to 
ask an official at the agricultural depart-
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ment of the district to permit him to re
tain more seed grain that the requisition 
quotas allowed. Mr. Thiessen had addi
tional acres that he wanted to seed with 
winter wheat, but the grain requisitions 
of the government did not leave him 
enough seed wheat to plant his field. 

I was chosen as the info runner to 
deliver Mr. Thiessen's initial gift 
package to the official, a Mr. Dom
browsky. When I arrived at Mr. Dom
browsky's office, about twenty minutes 
from where we lived, and opened his of
fice door, he was speaking with another 
official. I turned to the girl at the desk 
and said in a loud voice: "I have a gift 
package for Mr. Dombrowsky, some 
butter and sausages from Mr. Thiessen 
who would like to see him." As the girl 
reached out for the package, Mr. Dom
browsky, who had overheard me, in
terceded and said: "I'll take the 
package." 

At this moment I added: "I believe 
that Mr. Thiessen also has some fruit 
and pastries for you which he wants to 
deliver to you personally. When can you 
see him?" Mr. Dombrowsky leaned over 
the secretary's desk and asked her when 
he could see Mr. Thiessen. then he turn
ed to me and said: "How about this 
afternoon?" 

"All right," I said, "I'll let Mr. 
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Thiessen know." Thereupon Mr. Dom
browsky excused himself from the other 
official and retired to his office, where no 
doubt, he immediately sampled the 
delicious Mennonite smoked pork 
susage. While all of this was going on, 
my eyes had danced around the room to 
spy out whatever information I might 
glean that would be useful to Mr. 
Thiessen when he had his talk with Mr. 
Dombrowsky. Two things above all 
others that I noticed in Mr. Dom
browsky's outer office, that I knew Mr. 
Thiessen could use to good advantage 
later that afternoon in leading the con
versation with Mr. Dombrowsky, were a 
Tolstoi button in Mr. Dombrowsky's 
coat lapel and a copy of Tolstoy's Anna 
Karenina on the secretary's desk. 

When I got back home and reported to 
Mr. Thiessen that Mr. Dombrowsky 
would see him that afternoon, and that 
he must hurriedly study up on Tolstoy 
in our library, so that he could use the in
formation so gleaned in his conversation 
with Mr. Dombrowsky, Mr. Thiessen 
was delighted and immediately went in-

to the library to bone up on Tolstoy. 
Later, when Mr. Thiessen came back 

from his talk with Mr. Dombrowsky, he 
was exuberant. Mr. Dombrowsky had 
promised him that he would see to it 
that his grain requisition by the govern
ment would be reduced so that he would 
have enough seed wheat left to plant his 
additional acreage in winter wheat. Mr. 
Thiessen's presents, plus his favorable 
mention of Tolstoy in his conversation 
with Mr. Dombrowsky, triggered the 
,satisfaction of two basic interests in Mr. 
Dombrowsky's life, his interest in food 
and his interest in the writer Tolstoy, 
and this led to the kind of reciprocity of 
action that made it possible to grant Mr. 
Thiessen's wishes. 

Dad also used his info runners to alert 
our family when anything unusual hap
pened at a barbed wire prisoner 
enclosure that the Russian secret police, 
the Cheka, now known as the NKVD, 
had put up only 6 blocks from where we 
lived. The info runners took turns wat-

ching the prisoner enclosure from the 
4th floor of a burned out girl's school 
which was used by neighborhood 
children as a play ground, and so arous
ed no suspicion from the authorities. 

About 10 o'clock every week-day mOr
ning a prisoner van appeared at the 
barbed wire prisoner enclosure deliver
ing new prisoners and also taking away 
other prisoners for interrogation at the 
main Cheka prison near the Dnieper 
down town. PI isoners who were taken 
down town for interrogation had little 
hope of being freed again. Those who 
stayed for interrogation at the tem
porary prisonH enclosure near our 
home, and at similar temporary prisoner 
enclosures throughout the city, had a 
good chance of being freed. 

From time to time prisoners who were 
taken down town tried to escape. Some 
of them succeeded. Then there was a 
house-to-house search in the ' surroun
ding area. This dragnet generally 
resulted in the arresting of a number of 
innocent people, sometimes including 
strangers in ,the city who could not give 
a ready account of themselves. To make 
sure that none of the farmers staying at 
our hostel would be caught in such a 
search dragnet, it was the info runner's 
job to alert our parents when an escape 
was in progress and the search for the 
escaped prisoner was on. 

The info runner on duty at the burned
out girls' school would release a carrier 
pigeon with a note on one of its legs in
forming our people that a prisoner 
search was on. As soon as the pigeon ar
rived at our home and our parents learn
ed of the search, all of the farmers stay
ing at our hostel quickly packed up and 
left with their wagons in the opposite 
direction from the prison enclosure on 
their way back to the village from which 
they had come. Those who were detained 
in the city were informed by one of our 
info runners to stay put and not come 
back to our hostel until the heat was off. 

One of our guests, a George Neufeld, 
did not heed our warning, and so was 
caught in one of the prisoner search 
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dragnets. He was taken down town for 
interrogation, and we did not hear from 
him for 10 days. We thought for sure 
th8;t we would never see him again. But 
after 10 days he came back to our hostel, 
looking disheveled, pale, and hungry. 
The Cheka had let him go when they 
realized that their suspicions of him 
were not warranted. When Mr. Neufeld 
arrived at the Cheka two jailers ques
tioned him for three hours without let
.up.'fbey wanted him to admit that he 
was an accomplice of one of the 
prisoners who had managed to escape 
from the prison van while he was being 
transported from the barbed-wire prison 
enclosure in our neighborhood to the 
main jail near the Dnieper. ' They had 
caught Mr. Neufeld severaI blocks from 
the prisoner ' enclosure while he was 
walking back to our hostel from an ap
pointment with a government official 
down town. -

His was a horrible experience. When 
they were finished with his interroga
tion, they ushered him out Of the inter
rogation room into a dark corridor. They 
asked Mr. Neufeld to continue to 'Walk 
along the corridor. Then, all of a sudden, 
the floor beneath his feet gave way and 
he fell, catapUlting him down a chute in
to a dank, dark cellar-like enclosure. and 
here is where he had to stay for ten solid 
days and nights in the dark, with only a 
loaf of bread for food and the trickle of 
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water from the walls for drink. When 
Mr. Neufeld waS finally released from 
his dungeon, there were no expressions 
of regret from his jailers. Obviously Mr. 
Neufeld was lucky to get away with his 
life. Others were not so fortunate . . They 
disappeared and were never heard from 
again. 

The pigeons we used as information 
carriers were my responsibility. I loved 
pigeons, and do so to this day. I raised 
them, trained them, and looked after 
them. Sunday afternoons would often 
find me at the city's pigeon mart - to 
sell andlor buy pigeons. Some of the 
pigeons we used as info carriers were 
lost, not because they did not find their 
way back home when we released them 
with information from somewhere in the 
city, but because they would occasional
ly be enticed by other pigeon fanciers to 
join their pigeons overhead in the sky 
and than land with them on the roofs of 
unfamiliar pigeon lofts where they were 
caught as they followed their new-found 
friends into the pigeon feeding station. 
Once in the feeding station a trap door 
was sprung and the pigeons that we us
ed to keep our good farmer friends out of 
prison, ended up as prisoners ' them
selves. 

The pigeon mart was a wonderful 
place to be. Pigeon lovers from all over 
the city assembled here to swap tales 
and bargain for new pigeon acquisitions. 
One of the most exciting events of the 
mart was tpe pigeon lottery. For 25 
cents you could buy a chance to win a 
valuable trained pigeon. Sacks of 
pigeons were brought to the mart. Each 
sack held ten pigeons. One or two of the 
pigeons in each sack were valuable train
ed pigeons. the others were less valuable 
untrained pigeons. For twenty-five cents 
you could dip your arm into the sack and 
with your hand , retrieve one of the 
pigeons. Occasionally you were lucky 
and ended up with a valuable trained 
pigeon. 

My mother was not enthusiastic about 
our pigeon ventures. She was afraid that 
I might fall from one of the barn rafters 
as I climbed around looking after my 
pigeons. She forbade me to take risks. 
One afternoon while I was in my pigeon 
10ft, disobeying my mother, my brother 
Jack saw her coming toward the barn 
and quickly whistled a warning to me. It 
was too late for me to climb down and so 
I jumped down landing on all fours -
my hands and feet. My right hand land
ed on a piece of rusty tin and punctured 
my palm. Since there was not much . 
bleeding, I paid little attention to the 
wound - to my later regret. Soon the 
hand began to pain and fester and I con
tracted blood poisoning and had to be 
taken . to the hospital for an operation. 
while recuperating at home from my 
blood poisoning, I continued looking 

, after my pigeons, but there was no more 
climbing of barn rafters. 

Our days of info runners were exciting 
days. The years that we lived in 
Ekaterinoslav from 1920 to 1923 were 
transition years in Russia. On the face of 
things it appeared that we had done 
with most of the tragedies we so recent
ly experienced during the Civil War and 
the cataclysmic periods 9f the typhoid 
epidemic and the famine. There was food 
again; the land was being tilled once 
more; there were jobs to be had in the 
cities to help with the problems of tran
sition from a state of relative lawless
ness to a tenuous state of law and order. 

In spite of these and similar signs of 
promise for the future, howeve,r, my Dad 
could not be lulled into acceptance. He 
became convinced that life under a com
munist regime would never really be a 
satisfying life. He had read Karl Marx, 
and he was afraid of the future in 
Russia. And so, with mother's consent, 
we sold our hostel and emigrated to 
Ganada. Dad was right. Those of our 
relatives who did not come with us to 
Canada in the early 1920's, or managed 
to escape to South America when the 
Germans withdrew from Russia during 
the Second World War. eventually had 
to conclude their earthly lives in the 
snow forests of Siberia. mm 

-
CANCER TOOK A SISTER 
Mother wakes 
in the dream 
of a sisters' broken eyes 
cold compresses 
each glance 

- a shortened sentence 
granted mercy 
dead at last 
she'll not be left 
wanting anymore. 
She had her hair 
done one last time 
she said:make it good 
and I'll take it to the grave. I ~. 
i'll not be coming back again. 
The poplars sang requeim 
as the wind began to rise 
my mother and her sister 
in black 
the fall 
harvest prairie sky. 
by Victor Enns _' 
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.what to do? - ,;.' 
how to do it? 
Shut up heart 
and do it - do it! 
By Grace Warkentin 
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ment of the district to permit him to re
tain more seed grain that the requisition 
quotas allowed. Mr. Thiessen had addi
tional acres that he wanted to seed with 
winter wheat, but the grain requisitions 
of the government did not leave him 
enough seed wheat to plant his field. 

I was chosen as the info runner to 
deliver Mr. Thiessen's initial gift 
package to the official, a Mr. Dom
browsky. When I arrived at Mr. Dom
browsky's office, about twenty minutes 
from where we lived, and opened his of
fice door, he was speaking with another 
official. I turned to the girl at the desk 
and said in a loud voice: "I have a gift 
package for Mr. Dombrowsky, some 
butter and sausages from Mr. Thiessen 
who would like to see him. " As the girl 
reached out for the package, Mr. Dom
browsky, who had overheard me, in
terceded and said: "I'll take the 
package." 

At this moment I added: "I believe 
that Mr. Thiessen also has some fruit 
and pastries for you which he wants to 
deliver to you personally. When can you 
see him?" Mr. Dombrowsky leaned over 
the secretary's desk and asked her when 
he could see Mr. Thiessen. then he turn
ed to me and said: " How about this 
afternoon?" 

"All right," I said, " I'll let Mr. 

10 / mennonitt! mirror I march 1981 

Thiessen know." Thereupon Mr. Dom
browsky excused himself from the o~her 
official and retired to his office, where no 
doubt, he immediately sampled the 
delicious Mennonite smoked pork 
susage. While all of this was going on, 
my eyes had danced around the room to 
spy out whatever information I might 
glean that would be useful to Mr. 
Thiessen when he had his talk with Mr. 
Dombrowsky. Two things above all 
others that I noticed in Mr. Dom
browsky's outer office, that I knew Mr. 
Thiessen could use to good advantage 
later that afternoon in leading the con
versation with Mr. Dombrowsky, were a 
Tolstoi button in Mr. Dombrowsky's 
coat lapel and a copy of Tolstoy's Anna 
Karenina on the secretary's desk. 

When I got back home and reported to 
Mr. Thiessen that Mr. Dombrowsky 
would see him that afternoon, and that 
he must hurriedly study up on Tolstoy 
in our library, so that he could use the in
formation so gleaned in his conversation 
with Mr. Dombrowsky, Mr. Thiessen 
was delighted and immediately went in-

to the library to bone up on Tolstoy. 
Later, when Mr. Thiessen came back . 

from his talk with Mr. Dombrowsky, he 
was exuberant. Mr. Dombrowsky had 
promised him that he would see to it 
that his grain requisition by the govern
ment would be reduced so that he would 
have enough seed wheat left to plant his 
additional acreage in winter wheat. Mr. 
Thiessen's presents, plus his favorable 
mention of Tolstoy in his conversation 
with Mr. Dombrowsky, triggered the 
.satisfaction of two basic interests in Mr. 
Dombrowsky's life, his interest in food 
and his interest in the writer Tolstoy, 
and this led to the kind of reciprocity of 
action that made it possible to grant Mr. 
Thiessen's wishes. 

Dad also used his info runners to alert 
our family when anything unusual hap
pened at a barbed wire prisoner 
enclosure that the Russian secret police, 
the Cheka, now knowri as the NKVD, 
had put up only 6 blocks from where we 
lived. The info runners took turns wat-

ching the prison r enclosure from the 
4th floor of a burmld out girl's school 
which was used by neighborhood 
children as a play ground, and so arous
ed no suspicion from the authorities. 

About 10 o'clock every week-day mor
ning a prisoner van appeared at the 
barbed wire prisoner nclosure deliver
ing new prisoners and also taking away 
other prisoners for interrogation at the 
main Cheka prison near the Dnieper 
down town. PI isoners who were taken 
down town for interrogation had little 
hope of being freed again. Those who 
stayed for interrogation at the tem
porary prisonH enclosure near · our 
home, and at similar temporary prisoner 
enclosures throughout the city, had ' a 
good chance of being freed. 

From time to time prisoners who were 
taken down town tried to escape. Some 
of them succeeded. Then there . was a 
house-to-house search in the ' surroUn
ding area. This dragnet generally 
resulted in the arresting of a number of 
innocent people, sometimes including 
strangers in ,the city who could not give 
a ready account of themselves. To make 
sure that none of the farmers staying at 
our hostel would be caught in such a 
search dragnet, it was the info runner's 
job to alert our parents when an escape 
was in progress and the search for the 
escaped prisoner was on. 

The info runner on duty at the burned
out girls' school would release a carrier 
pigeon with a note on one of its legs in
forming our people that a prisoner 
search was on. As soon as the pigeon ar
rived at our home and our parents learn
ed of the search, all of the farmers stay
ing at our hostel quickly packed up and 
left with their wagons in the opposite 
direction from the prison enc~osure on 
their way back to the village from which 
they had come. Those who were detained 
in the city were informed by one of our 
info runners to stay put and not come 
back to our hostel until the heat was off. 

One of our guests, a George Neufeld, 
did not heed our warning, and so was 
caught in one of the prisoner search 
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dragnets. He was taken down town for 
interrogation, and we did not hear from 
him for 10 days. We thought for sure 
thl\t we would never see him again. But 
after 10 days he came back to our hostel, 
looking disheveled, pale, and hungry. 
The Cheka had let him go when they 
realized that their suspicions of him 
were not warranted. When Mr. Neufeld 
arrived at the Cheka two jailers ques
tioned him for three hours without let
.up. 1'hey wanted him to admit that he 
was an accomplice of one of the 
prisoners who had managed to escape 
from the prison van while he was being 
transported from the barbed-wire prison 
enclosure in . our neighborhood to the 
main jail near the Dnieper. ' They had 
caught Mr. Neufeld sever81 blocks from 
the prisoner enclosure while he was 
walking back ' to our hostel from an ap
pointment with a government official 
down town. -

His was a horrible experience. When 
they were finished with his interroga
tion, they ushered him out of the inter
rogation room into a dark corridor. They 
asked Mr. Neufeld to continue to 'walk 
along the corridor. Then, all of a sudden, 
the floor beneath his feet gave way and 
he fell, catapulting him down a chute in
to a dank, dark cellar-like enclosure. and 
here is where he had to stay for ten solid 
days and nights in the dark, with only a 
loaf of bread for food and the trickle of 
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water from the walls for drink. When 
Mr. Neufeld was finally released from 
his dungeon, there were no expressions 
of regret from hisjailers. Obviously Mr. 
Neufeld was lucky to get away with his 
life. Others were not so fortunate . . They 
disappeared and were never heard from 
again. 

The pigeons we used as information 
carriers were my responsibility. I loved 
pigeons, and do so to this day. I raised 
them, trained them, and looked after 
them. Sunday afternoons would often 
find me at the city's pigeon mart- to 
sell and/or buy pigeons. Some of the 
pigeons we used as info carriers were 
lost, not because they did not find their 
way back home when we released them 
with information from somewhere in the 
city, but because they would occasional
ly be enticed by other pigeon fanciers to 
join their pigeons overhead in the sky 
and than land with them on the roofs of 
unfamiliar pigeon lofts where they were 
caught as they followed their new-found 
friends into the pigeon feeding station. 
Once in the feeding station a trap door 
was sprung and the pigeons that we us
ed to keep our good farmer friends out of 
prison, ended up as prisoners ' them
selves. 

The pigeon mart was a wonderful 
place to be. Pigeon lovers from all over 
the city assembled here to swap tales 
and bargain for new pigeon acquisitions. 
One of the most exciting events of the 
mart was the pigeon lottery. For 25 
cents you could buy a chance to win ' a 
valuable trained pigeon. Sacks of 
pigeons were brought to the mart. Each 
sack held ten pigeons. One or two of th,e 
pigeons in each sack were valuable train
ed pigeons. the others were less valuable 
untrained pigeons. For twenty-five cents 
you could dip your arm into the sack and 
with your hand retrieve one of the 
pigeons. Occasionally you were lucky 
and ended up with a valuable trained 
pigeon. 

My mother was not enthusiastic about 
our pigeon ventures. She was afraid that 
I might fall from one of the barn rafters 
as I climbed around looking after my 
pigeons. She forbade me to take risks. 
One afternoon while I was in my pigeon 
loft, disobeying my mother, my brother 
Jack saw her coming toward the barn 
and quickly whistled a warning to me. It 
was too late for me to climb down and so 
I jumped down landing on all fours -
my hands and feet. My right hand land
ed on a piece of rusty tin and punctured 
my palm. Since there was not much 
bleeding, I paid little attention to the 
wound - to my later . regret. Soon the 
hand began to pain and fester and I con
tracted blood poisoning and had to be 
taken . to the hospital for an operation. 
while recuperating at home from my 
blood poisoning, I continued looking 

. after my pigeons, but there was no more 
climbing of barn rafters. 

Our days of info runners were exciting 
days. The years that we lived in 
Ekaterinoslav from 1920 to 1923 were 
transition years in Russia. On the face of 
things it appeared that we had done 
with most of the tragedies we so recent
ly experienced during the Civil War and 
the cataclysmic periods 9f the typhoid 
epidemic and the famine. There was food 
again; the land was being tilled once 
more; there were jobs to be had in the 
cities to help with the problems of tran
sition from a state of relative lawless
ness to a tenuous state of law and order. 

In spite of these and similar signs of 
promise for the future, however, my Dad 
could not be lulled into acceptance. He 
became convinced that life under a com
munist regime would never rCany be a 
satisfying life. He had read Karl Marx, 
and he was afraid of the future in 
Russia. And so, with mother's consent, 
we sold our hostel and emigrated to 
C:;anada. Dad was right. Those of our 
relatives who did not come with us to 
Canada in the early 1920's, or managed 
to escape to South America when the 
Germans withdrew from Russia during 
the Second World War, eventually had 
to conclude their earthly lives in the 
snow forests of Siberia. mm 

-
CANCER TOOK A SISTER 
Mother wakes 
in the dream 
of a sisters' broken eyes 
cold compresses 
each glance 

, a shortened sentence 
granted mercy 
dead at last 

I 

she'll not be left 
wanting anymore. 

- I ' 

She had her hair 
done one last time 
she said:make it good 
and I'll take it to the grave. 
i'll not be coming back again. 
The poplars sang requeim 
as the wind began to rise 
my mother and her sister 
in black 
the fall 

. 

harvest prairie sky. 
by Victor Enns 

" 

~--------------------------~ ' 

what to do? 
how to do it? 
Shut up heart 
and do it - do it! 
By Grace Warkentin 
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A visit to the edge of town 
to Northdale Mennonite 

The Northdale Mennonite Fellowship 
meets in a small church at the corner of 
Edelweiss and Springfield in East 
Kildonan. The congregation itself is 
small; perhaps 30 people attended on the 
morning I did, although I was told that 
there usually are more than that. There 
is no choir and children attend the 11 
a.m. worship hour as well as a · Sunday 
school which takes place earlier. 

On February 15, a sunny Sunday, I 
visted the Northdale church. I have 
especially enjoyed visiting small chur
ches, and I soon discovered that this 
church had all the advantages I 
associate with them. My companion and 
I arrived fairly early and, as obvious 
strangers, we attracted quite a bit of at
tention in the pews. The minister and his 
wife and several members of the con
gregation came over to where we were 
sitting and struck up a friendly conver
sation. At a few minutes past 11 the 
minister glanced at his watch, conferred 
with a member, remarked that every
body was here now and decided to begin 
the service. 

This casual approach was evident in 
the service as well. Nobody seeme<! ner
vous and there was a constant friendly 
exchange between those who were con
ducting the service and the congrega
tion. The member who led us in singing 
called upon the congregation for selec
tions and, after they had been sung, 
discussed the · meanings of the hymns 
with the members that chose them. 
Before the sermon the minister's wife 
gathered the children at the front for a 
story. 

The unifying theme of the sermon was 
the theme of faith. No overriding 
message was contained in the sermon, 
and I don't think that there was meant 
to be one. Rather, the minister covered a 
wiae · area, distributing many Bible 
rea.dings, short anecdotes, and quota
tions as food for thought. His style was 
different and I enjoyed it. 

The minister discussed the relation of 
common and scientific knowledge to 
faith, resolving that the two modes of 
discovery were compatible, even com
plimentary. He discussed also the 
tendency of people to hide behind faith 
or to use a faith as a weapon. citing the 
late Rev. Fosdick's observation that 
nothing, not even faith in God, is safe 
from the "tendency to burlesque" in our 
society, he warned members not to lose 
their faith in faith just because some 
people cheapen its expression. The 
minister talked about the faith of Old 
Testament characters and the faith of 
characters in recent movies. The scope 
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of his sermon was broad, but strong con
clusions to the many discussions begun 
and thought processes initiated were left 
for the members of the congregation 
themselves to provide. . 

The Northdale Mennonite Fellowship 
has been meeting in the church on 
Springfield for more than a year now. 
Most of the members are young, and 
many have small children. I am sure it 
must be difficult for a small congrega
tion to manage the upkeep of a church 
building. Yet there is' something to be 
found in such small churches which is 
altogether lost I when congregations 
become large and unwieldly. The relaxed 
atmosphere, the easy .banter between 
the congregation and .those leading it, 
the flattering attention given to visiting 
strangers - all these desirable things 
are easily granted in churches like 
Northdale. I wish them success in at
tracting new members, but only limited 
success. 

-by a younger observer 

Melting temperatures on this S\lnday 
morning made driving a messy business 
as we looked for Edelweiss Street in 
North Kildonan. It was finally located 
far down Springfield Drive and there at 
the corner was a modest church building 
with a sign leaning against it: Northdale 
Men!l?nite Fe!lows~ipJ Jt looked ~ike .a 
traditional Mennomte <hturch, which IS 

more than can be said for many of the 
newer architectural masterpieces. 

There weren't too many cars in the 
parking lot and not too many people in
side, but it was almost 11 a.m., so we 
realized that this was it. We found out 
later that the young people were 
somewhere else on this Sunday so that 
the congregation was smaller than 
usual. 

We walked to our seats and were im
mediately greeted by all those sitting 
near us. It was an informal atmosphere 
and we certainly felt at home. 

This congregation has been meeting 
regularly for eight years, meeting first in 
the River East School for the first six . 

When the new church was built two 
years ago it was only after much prayer. 
hard work, and sacrificial pledges. 

The service began with congregational 
singing, which was enthusiastic, but 
could have been better if we had all been 
sitting in the first five pews instead of 
scattered throughout the entire church. 

Scripture reading was next from 
Isaiah, then another congegational song. 
followed by a children's story about 
"Greyland" where only the Maker could 
make the right colors to make the grey 
go away. 

The minister of the church, Rev .. Abe 
Rempel, then read Hebrews chapter 1, 
verses 1-3 and other scripture passages 
on faith. Faith without worKs is dead. 
that is without action there is no faith 
and this action is love. This is a time of 
agnosticism. he said, of people saying" I 
don't want to know, I want to believe." 
He told us there need be no conflict be
tween faith and knowledge, that believ
ing gives you the "why." Our 
forefathers were people of faith and the 
key word . in their lives was "trust" 
which is what it should be in our lives 
too. 

After . the sermon ended and another 
song was sung, the benediction was pro
nounced and the service was over. 

If anyone knows of a new comer to the 
. city who has not found a church to join, 

tell them about Northdale Mennol,lite. 
The welcome they receive will be what 
they need. -by an older observer 

BRAHMS 
Ein Deutsches Requiem 

IVES 
The Celestial Country 

THE MENNONITE 
ORATORIO CHOIR 

with CBC Winnipeg 
Orchestra 

Conductor - George Wiebe 

Soloists: 

Soprano - Henriette Schellenberg 
Alto - Sylvia Dyck 
Tenor - John Martens 
Baritone - Mel Braun 

Saturday, March 14, 1981; 8 p.m. 

Centennial Concert Hall 

Tickets: $4, $5, $6, $7 

Sponsors: 

Canadian Mennonite Bible College 
George Wiebe, conductor 

Mennonite Brethren Bible College 
William Baerg, conductor 

CBC Radio 



\SChOOI days ... I 
. . .. at MCI 

will be here. For many, it won't be too 
soon, and many have been counting the 
days since Christmas break. But 
generally, spirits are high, and no one 
really minds having to be in school. 

. "-:by Robyn Warkentin 

• . atMBCI M.C.I. has once again resumed its 
busy schedule of activities after a brief • 
respite due to exams, ending the first 
term. Everyong is now involved in 
preparation for the events of the second 
term. 

On August 6th, I left Hong Kong and 
came to Canada. Although it was not my 
first time here, I was excited because 
this was the first time to go so far by 
myself. I was also worried that I would 
miss my parents and my friends during 
the first weeks. But all of this didn't 
happen. I met some I).ew friends and 
they were friendly. I wasn't lonely 
because I lived with my sister . and 
brother-in-law. I want to thank. G.od for 
he has prepared aU of these for me .. ". . 

February 11-13 will witness a change 
for the school;· Explosive 81 will hit us! 
A committee of staff and students has 
worked hard, organizing various tours -
Triple E, Htitterite colony, a Winnipeg 
trip (swimming), skiing - and inviting 
various speakers to come and further 
eduCate us in matters of mechanics, 
university education, cooking,hair
dressing; "'" halldicrafts, and numerous 
other activities. It promises to be quite 
an exciting time. 

The chamber choir is once . again 
rehearsing for its church visitations. 
These visitations usually involve a long 
bus trip on Sunday morning, a brief one
minute warm-up and then the service. It 
is a great way to serve God, and to get to 
know peOple better. 

The concert choir is now also busy 
preparing two cantatas for an Easter 
concert, planned sometime in March: 
Practises are intensive, but it is worth 
the experience. 

The Christian life committee has plan
ned a fun-filled retreat on March 13-15. 
It will be held at Camp Ames, and Mor
ris Hatten, an energetic evangelist from 
the southern U.S. will be the guest 
speaker. Enthusiasm is higp, and many 
are looking forward to a weekend packed 
full of activities. 

Two weeks after this, mid-term break 

I " want to tell " you something fl.bout 
Hong Kong because I come from.t.bere. 
Hong Kong is a British Colony. It is a 
small place, but there are 4,500,00 peo
ple in this small place. So when you go 
out, everywhere you look it is crowded 
with people. Hong Kong is w~m too. 
We have a long ." summer " and short 
winter. So this is the fIrst year that I can 
really enjoy a White Christmas. That is 
impossible in HOI).g kong. 

The biggest festival in Hong Kong is 
The Chinese New Year. " Everybody 
dresses in new clothes and new shoes. 
Almost everything is new at home. Also, 
if you are not married, peOple will give 
you a red-pocket with some mQney in it. 
Then you can use this money to do the 
thing you want. In addi.tion, we wilL cook 
a lot of delicious food to celebrate the 
new year. Christmas and Chinese new 
year are my two favourite festivals. 
June Cheng . 
Grade XI 

IITEACHERS" 
Westgate Mennonite CollegIate 

invites applications 

from dedicated Christian Teachers 
for positions in 

- TYPING - JUNIOR HIGH MUSIC 
- RELIGION - LANGUAGE ARTS 
- DRAMA - LIBRARY 

Please direct all inquiries to: 
D. Leonard Wiebe (principal) 

86 West Gate \ 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba R3C 2El 

Phone (204) 775-7111 

• • . at Westgate 
Westgate put on the operetta No No 

Nanette at the Tec Voc school in early 
February. Most of us were skeptical at 
rehearsal . Thursday night because we 
felt that we were not ready for a perfor
mance yet. But the show went fairly 
smoothly despite such reservations. 

Rehearsals were fun for most of us. 
The barbershop style of the male chorus 
took a while to get right, but wall a lot of 
fun to listen to once they got their har
monizingstraight. Unfortunately, th~re 
was not a great deal for the female 
chorus members to do, . but the ' male 
chorus had fun learning numerous 
dances and actions. The choreographer 
was. excellent. She had patience, which 
she needed in abundance to work with 
such unco-ordinatetl students. Once the 
dances had been taught, however, 
almost everyone looked forward to doing 
them again. In the end, I think there wlis 
a lot of hidden " talent in Westgate. Con
sidering most of us had not any previous 
training, the leads caught on amazingly 
quickly, and the chorus members .did 
well though there were problems eo
ordinating them with each other. 
The m(lke-up was interesting to . learn 
because a lot of students were not · 
familiar with stage make-up. We were 
made up to look like we came from the 
1920's. The costumes looked rather 
good. It was surprising, but the junk. up 
tn the Westgate costume room actually 
had stuff in the right styles. But was a 
test of ingenuity for the costume crew. 

Unexpected relief came when a donor 
gave us a bunch of 1920 bathing suits 
for the guys. The bathing suits were 
really cute (and so were the guys in 
them). 'The only problem was that they 
did not put the bathing suits on during 
rehearsal so that when the first perfor
mance rolled around we found them as 
funny as the audience. 

Waiting for curtain time is alwlliYS 
nerve wracking, but the make-up crew 
didn't have time to be nervous because 
they were busy. Some leads experienced 
the butterflies, only to find their con
fidence restored when the curtain went 
up. In fact they forgot themselves and 

. became the characters of the musical -,. 
the leads, the chorus, and everything 
came alive in spite of our unpromising 
rehearsals. 

The conclusion we reached was tha~ 
next year Westgate would put on an 
opera! Just Kidding! 
-By Ramona Loewen, grade 12 
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Atheistic pressure 
fails to stop 
Mennonites in Russia 

Pentecostals in Russia, the Mennonites 
are not only holding their own as a con
fessional group but actually growing. 
After a period of decline in the sixties, in 
the seventies there were more males in 
Mennonite congregations as well as 
more young people. Mennonite con
gregations in the Soviet Union are also 
becoming more urban and more educa
ted. But according to Dr. Sawatsky, the , 
eighties will be a critical decade for both 
believing and f,thnic Mennonites. Young 
Mennonites are becoming more 
Russified, and. therefore more open to 
state propagal da. 

Dr. Sawatsky went on to say that 
North American Mennonites are forging 
more and stronger links to their Russian 
brethren all the time. But these closer 
ties are also bringing with them conflic
ting obligations. On the one hand, we 
American and Canadian Mennonites feel 
a strong obligation to support ethnic 
Mennonitism in the Soviet Union. On 
the other hand, as Anabaptist Chris
tians we have an even stronger obliga
tion to help sow the seeds of radical 
Anabaptism among our Russian 
brethren. Can we in fact do both' at the 
same time? That was the challenging 
question Dr. Sawatsky left with his 
capacity audience. 

On February 2, the chair in Mennonite 
studies (Dr. Harry Loewen) at the 
University of Winnipeg presented 
another in its series of public lectures on 
Mennonite topics. Dr. Walter Sawatsky 
of the MCC (European Office) delivered 
a thought-provoking talk on Russian 
Mennonites and Atheism. Dr. Sawat
sky,a native of Winkler, has in recent 
years become an expert on Russian Men
nonites as they exist in the Soviet Union 
today. Not only has he interviewed 
many of the Umsiedler in Germany, but 
has travelled widely in the Soviet Union 
itself and talked to Mennonites there. 

In his talk, Dr. Sawatsky described 
the background of religious persecution 
in the Soviet state and gave a graphic 
account of the systematic Soviet at
tempts to "convert" Christian groups 
such as the Mennonites to atheism. The 
official Soviet line is that the Men
nonites in Russia constitute an isola
tionist sect that must be eliminated 
because it is "backward" and out of step 
with Communist society. In fact, in 
Soviet times the Mennonites were not 
even recognized officially as a religious 
sect until after 1956. Of the roughly 
10,000 Mennonites in the Soviet Union 
today, according to Sawatsky's 
estimate, about half are "believing" 
Mennonites, while the other half are 
merely ethnic Mennonites. 

Sawatsky said that in their heyday 
before the Revolution, Russian Men
nonites became an affluent, privileged 
group of bourgeois citizens. However, 
during the twenties and thirties, the 
period of enforced collectivization and 
"enkulakization", the Mennonite col
onies in European Russia were 
systematically destroyed and Men
nonite leaders and ministers killed or 
sent into exile. The result was that the 
Mennonite past was so effectively 
obliterated and surviving Mennonites so 
thoroughly lobotomized in a cultural 
and religious sense, that to this day Rus-
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sian Mennonites have little sense of 
their own history and no true sense of 
who they are. 

It is possible, Sawatsky argued, that 
the Mennonites in Russia are no longer 
even Anabaptists. Technically they 
have remained pacifists, but they are 
rarely permitted to be so in actual prac
tise. However, they have clung with sur
prising tenacity to their "Germanness", 
and use it effectively to foster faith both 
at family and church levels. A current 
"specialist" on the Mennonites, Ipatov, 
believes the Mennonites should be dealt 
with as an "ethno-confessional society." 
His suggested methods for changing 
Mennonites into atheists, said Dr. 
Sawatsky, include such sophisticated 
techniques as gathering more accurate 
information about the sect before work
ing on them, requiring that teachers of 
atheism speak German (including Low 
German), and carefully emphasizing the 
doctrine of Soviet "humanity" to Men
nonites. 

And yet, for all their determined ef
forts to destroy the Mennonites as a peo
ple, the Soviets are meeting with only 
limited success. Like the Baptists and 

As an afterthought he expressed the 
hope that the Mennonite community of 
Winnipeg with its Mennonite institu
tions of higher learning would exercise 
pressure to gain access to Mennonite 
historical materials stored away in 
Soviet archives. 

This was ail important and pro
vocative lecture from a' young Men
nonite scholar who is working in an in
creasingly important area of Mennonite 
studies. The lively question and answer 
period certainly attested to the interest 
that this lecture generated among the 
audience. 

The next event to be sponsored by the 
Mennonite chair will be a reading of his 
works by Manitoba Mennonite poet Pat 
Friesen. AI Reimer 

Woodland Supply & Mfg. Co. 

G. Bock 

861 Mcleod Avenue, 
Winnipeg 

Telephone 668-0079 W. Regehr 

,.. . , Experts in millwork, stairwork, cabinets, 
and finishing supplies. 

r.·.·
OOd

.
Io

' supplll • Suppliers of hardwood, door casings, 
mouldings, and hardware. 



Listening to the gift 
of poetry with Pat Friesen 

An Afternoon with Manitoba Poet Pat 
Friesen, . at Westgate Mennonite Col
legiate, Sunday, February 8. 

A Review by Al Reimer 

Granted Mennonite cultural events 
are not an that rare any more. We have 
choir festivals at the Concert Hall, 
theatrical productions at the Playhouse, 
and even an elaborate Mennonite 
Festival of the Arts at Polo Park every 
spring. But a Mennonite poetry 
reading? Yes, even that. A Manitoba 
Mennonite poet . reading his new nar
rative poem about Manitoba Men
nonites, a kind of poetic backwoods saga 
probing the darkest corners of the Men
nonitepsyche. 

The poet was Pa't Friesen, a native of 
Steinbach whose poetic gifts will some 
day, I predic~, become as widely known 
as the fleet of Reimer Express. The 
small hut select audience consisted of in
terested parents of Westgate Collegiate 
students ' and other interested people -
some ' of ' them simply interested in the 
poetry of Pat Friesen. 

In addition to being one of the most 
exciting young poets in these parts, Pat 
Friesen is also a fine performer with a 
relaxed, comfortable reading style and 
an understated but shrewdly realized 
sense of occasion. In the first half of his 
program he read selections from his 
brilliant new work The Shunning, as well 
as poems from his two earlier published 
collections the lands i am and Bluebot
tle. For the second half he was joined by 
half a dozen Westgate students who 
assisted him by reading the different 
narrative voices of The Shunning. 

It turned out to be a moving, intensely 
personal experience for most of us. Pat 
Friesen is as good a poet as the Men
nonites have produced here or anywhere 
else. The Shunning is a stark; powerful 
poem about two brothers - Peter and 
Johann - one of whom is unable to 
make the kind of subservient com
promises the Church demands, while the 
other is the sympathetic bystander who 
uffers on his brother's behalf but is 

powerless to intervene or help to avert 
the grisly . tragedy that befalls the 
brother he loves. 

The Shunning is an interesting 
amalgam of vivid lyric poems and spare 
prose narrative. Even as read by mild 
and untrained student voices, the work 
f II on the ears of the audience like 

dramatic hammer blows. for the most 
part. Friesen himself is a sensitive, 
dramatically attuned reader who knows 
how to draw out the poetic nuances and 
linguistic cadences of his material. 

There are one or two interesting 
parallels to be drawn between Pat 
Friesen and Arnold Dyck, the 
quintessential Low German Mennonite 
author - unlikely as such a comparison 
would appear to be on the surface. In 
The Shunning Friesen is dealing with 
:'bush farmers" near Steinbach just as 
Dyck does in the Koop enn bua series. 
More importantly, Friesen maintains 
the same consistent control of ironic 
tone as Dyck does. With Dyck the ironic 
tone is mainly used for comic effect with 
an occasional darkening into something 
more serious. Friesen, on the other hand, 
uses his ironic tone for more dramatic, 
even tragic effects, but allows it here 
and there to relax into gentle satire or 
compassionate humor. 

What a revelation it is to have a ge
nuine poetic vision of our very own hum
ble, prosaic, taken-for-granted Men
nonite world! Even more than most 
Canadians we Mennonites tend to 
associate real literature with worlds and 
types of experience more exotic than our 
own. An import to be admired rather 
than a possession to he prized. Well, Pat 
Friesen is in the process of changing all 
that. He is revealing our own world to'us 
in all its muted colors and dark illusions, 
a world that is as real and significant 

. and worthy of being projected into the 
timeless forms of imaginative literature 
as any other. Through an artist like Pat 
Friesen we can at last begin to discover 
what we truly are as Mennonites. 

Yes, it was a true Mennonite event -
even to the gently snoring gentleman in 
the row behind me. After all, attending 
'poetry readings is not yet an ingrained 
habit for all of us. 

If you are one of the approximately 
20,000 Winnipeg Mennonites who miss
ed ·· this important and satisfying Men
nonite cultural event, you can do 
penance in one of two ways - or 
preferably both: you can attend one of 
the other readings Pat Friesen is 
scheduled to give around town, and lor 
you can buy a ;copy of The Shunning 
(and read it). . 

Pat Friesen's poem may not make you 
a better Mennonite,but it should make 
you a more aware one. mm 

J 

Discover 
a New World 

in '81 
Blblelands including Greece - May 
4·18. Escort: John Kaiser. 
Scandinavia plus Germany . and 
Holland - May 29·June 18. Escort: C.J. 
Rempel. . 

, Heart of Europe· July 26-AuguSt 16. 
Escort: Carol Giesbrecht (Rempel) 
Russia 
Poland 
August 
Wiebe. 

including Karaganda plus 
and Europe (Umsiedler) 
1-22. Escort: Dr. Bernie 

South Africa - Departure October 14 
for 2 weeks. See Kruger Wild Life 
Park plus Durban, Capetown and 
Johannesburg-optional extensions 
possible. 

For full details: 

Menno Travel Service 
851 Henderson Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
334-4347 

Kerr 
owned and 

managed since 
.1887 

KERR'S 
FUNERAL 
CHAPEL 

120 ADELAIDE STREET 
WINNIPEG 2, MANITOBA 
CHAPEL OFFICE 943-6688 
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Westgate Mennonite Collegiate 
Teaching a Way of Life 

Dreaming the dream 
and building the reality 

Mennonites seem to possess the deter
mination to bring their drea~s and vi
sions to reality. One of many such realiz
ed dreams is that of the present 
Westgate facilities - the combined 
results of the workers and dreamers of 
excellence in education. The dream will 
not die as long as there are parents, 
grandparents and friends with the vi
sion of their forefathers; and children 
with the quest for knowledge. 

My dream, as present chairman of 
Westgate, is mainly about the purpose 
of the school. The paramount reasons for 
planning, building and supporting 
Westgate are to give our young people a 
better Christian education, an apprecia
tion of their history, as well as a sense of 
values that are a part of their Mennonite 
heritage. To children attending of dif
ferent religious faiths, it is hoped that 
the values, morals and ethics taught will 
guide them as they seek direction for 
their lives. The dream then is for 
children - the entire complex was built 
and is maintained for young people. 

My wish for the student of today and 
for those future generations is that they 
will have a foundation so sturdy and un
shakeable that they will know who they 
are and where they are going. The direc
tion of an entire lifetime can hinge upon 
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the decisions made during the years 
when there are questions to be pondered, 
lifestyles to be considered, friends and 
alliances to be made, habits to be formed 
and broken, careers to be decided upon, 
and reputations to be lost and made. 
Can anyone express surprise when we 
want these years to be positive - when 
we strive for excellence? Students giv
ing of their best in whatever they do -
academics, music, sports, drama, 
socializing and behaviour patterns -
can become the thinkers, workers and 
leaders of the community. They become 
capable of handling the future because 
they have learned to expend their 
energies wisely, have gained confidence 
in their own abilities and have 
acknowledged God &8 their never ending 
source of strength. 

One of Westgate's assets must 
undeniably be the location and the struc
ture. The nostalgic old building enhanc
ed by a modem new addition is situated 
ona quiet tree-lined street bordering 
the Assiniboine River with its variety of 
overhanging foliage and stately oaks, 
elms and maples. A mood of serenity is 
created by lazy water flowing by in sum
mer and the whiteness of undisturbed 
snow during the winter. It is a setting 
that would be envied by many of those 

attempting similar work in an imper
sonal structure of halls and desks sur
rounded by the noises of a busy city. 
This ideal location must surely enhance 
the dream. 

A large part of the dream coming true 
depends upon the vision, dedication and 
enthusiasm of the staff. Teachers with 
the willingness to rise above mundane 
problems, making their primary objec
tive one of service, can help young peo
ple develop a foundation that will not 
crumble with the first strong winds of 
opposition, defeat or unhappiness. 
Teachers that serve alternately as 
guidance counsellors, tutors, friends and 
examples are the professionals that find 
sufficient reward in knowing that they 
have helped a person gain a positive im
age, accomplish a new concept or sort 
out their values. 

For the administration, the board, the 
auxiliary, the churches, the parents and 
friends. there are practical ways of try
ing to keep the dream alive. They may 
include hours of time, extra driving, add
ed tuition costs, involvement in 
creative fund raising projects and 
sacrificial financial giving. 

These combined efforts of many in
terested persons are their involvement 
in making Westgate Mennonite Col
legiate a better school and the students 
a mature group of Christian I}.dults. 
Together we are building the future by 
fostering a dream for our youth in the 
present. The future belongs to these 
young people! 
-by John R. Lohrenz Chairman 
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Reinforcing Mennonite Values 
in a private school setting 
By Helen Reisen 

"If we are interested in the direction 
our young people take, and if we are con
cerned for the continuation of our identi
ty as Mennonites in today's society, we 
must consider the vital role the Men- ' 
nonite private school has to play," says 
Heimo Bachmeyer, German and history 
teacher at Westgate Mennonite Col
legiate. He goes on to explain very con
vincingly how the values we as Men
nonites hold are reinforced at a school 
like Westgate. In the first place, these 
values are taught directly through 
scheduled classes in religion including 
Bible study, Mennonite history, doc
trine, and ethics. Secondly, they are in
formally presented because teachers 
tend to reflect their own values in 
the day-to-day interaction with 
students. And finally, the students find 
themselves in a social milieu where the 
Christian perspective is the norm 
amongst their peers. 

Mennmiite history is an important 
subject in this context. We badly need 
some historical understanding of our 
faith. We must realize that "Men
nonitism" exists apart from an ethnic 
identity. One of Mr. Bachmeyer's aims 
is to develop in his students some con
cept of the diversity of culture and pat
tern of belief among Mennonites. In so 
doing, he emphasizes the underlying 
biblical unity which all accept. he strives 
to help his students appreciate this uni
ty while at the same time understanding 
and respecting the obvious differences. 
To this end Mr. Bachmeyer is organizing 
a trip for his Mennonite History 
students to visit Amish and Old Men-

Heimo Bachmeyer 

nonite settlements in Ontario and Penn
sylvania during spring break. He hopes 
to generate in his students an apprecia
tion of and an enthusiasm for Mennonite 
studies and the church. "If we want to 
survive as a group," he says, "we must 
recognize the centricity of faith in Men
nonitism, for our ethnic identity is rapid
ly being eroded in our Present society. 

As vice-president of the German 
chapter of the Manitoba Modem 
Languages Association (MMLA), and as 
a member of the German junior high cur-

riculum committee, Mr. Bachmeyer is 
intensely interested in the promotion of ' 
German and the improvement of lan
guage instruction. He has been in
strumental in developing a first rate pro
gram at Westgate. We may note in this . 
connection that for the past five years 
Westgate students have consistently 
placed among the top three junior and 
senior competitions in the provincial 
German language contest. 

Mr. Bachmeyer presents German as a 
vital, living language, and enriches his .· 
teaching with anecdotes from Germany, '.<: . 
with films, slides, music, and with many •. 
dynamic accounts of personal ex
periences from which he can draw 
because of his background. His aims in 
teaching junior high German include 
getting students to speak German 
fluently, and showing that the language 
is a useful tool because through it 
students may be exposed to a different 
culture. "In our society," he says, "we 
must learn .to accept differences among 
people and to appreciate them. As our 
world . shrinks, tolerance among men 
becomes more· and more essential to our 
survival." 

When asked to elaborate on the Ger
man program at Westgate, Mr. 
Bachmeyer notes the great advantage pf 
teaching German every day. Cur

ricuhim course guidelines are followed, 
but the program is tailored to the 
students in a number of ways. For exam
ple, m&DY students attending Westgate 
do have some knowledge of German. 
This year, however, 12 new students at 
different grade levels were enrolled who 
had no background in the language at 
all. They have been dealt with in
dividually and work independently with 
audio equipment. As well, they are 
tutored by advanced students. As soon 
as they are able, they fit into the prO'
gram at their level. 

Initially the emphasis is on conversa-
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tional German. For every unit, a core 
vocabulary must be learned. Then the 
words are used in conversation. Al
though he does not teach grammar for
mally at first, "I sneak it in as we pro
ceed:" By the second or third year, 
'depending on the competence of the 
students, grammar is taught in a more 
structured way. 

Mr Bachmeyer feels Westgate is a 
viable iilstitution. Obviously, the 
smaller class size is of benefit to both 
students and teachers. For example, the 
junior high, the largest class this year 
has 25 students. Equally important is 
the fact that a very large percentage of the 
students come from stable homes. 
Parents and teachers are in close contact 
and cooperate in an effort to meet the 
needs of individual students., "I like to 
believe that the education we offer is 
people-centered," Mr. Bachmeyer con
cludes. 

Perhaps most important is the reac
tion of the students as they comment on 
the unique flavour" of Mr. Bachmeyer 
and his classes: 

"He's an excellent teacher. He knows 
his subject matter inside out." 

"He's really strict. You don't dare 
come to class with your homework un
done." 

"I learned more in three years with 
Mr. Bachmeyer than in six years of 
French instruction." 

"At first he seems intimidating. Once 
you get to know him, it no longer mat
ters. He's so entertaining and ,in
teresting, and you learn so much." 

"He's excited about his subjects and 
he infects each class with his own en
thusiasm .... " 

The message is clear. Forceful, inspir
ing, and utterly committed to teaching 
and subjects he loves, Heimo 
Bachmeyer has earned the respect and 
appreciation of his students. 

A graduate of the Berufsschule in Ger
many, Heimo Bachmeyer graduated 
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with his B. Th. from MBBC in 1973, BA 
Hons. (German ) from the University of 
Winnipeg in 1974, M.A. (German) from 
Pennsylvania State University in 1975. 
He received his teaching certificate in 
1978 from the University of Manitoba 
and is currently teaching Mennonite 
History 305, German 8, 9, 100, and 
Shops 8, 9. He is married to the former 
Joan Risser and has one son, Trevor. 

Cari-ng about 
their children's 
school 

Give and go are words familiar to 
members of the Women's Auxiliary. 
Because they care deeply about 
Westgate Collegiate many women have, 
over the years, given generously of their 
time, talents and effort. Difficulties 
sometimes seemed formidable, but there 
was no thought of giving up. They work
ed and preserved - these mothers of 
students, relatives and friends of the 
school. Still active are a few pioneer 
organizers of the Women's Auxiliary 
Committee of the Mennonite Educa
tional Society, as it is officially known. 

Although an executive and several 
committees design the program, the car-

rying out of the projects is dependent on 
the active involvement of all members. 
Fund raising is a prime aim, but this 
does not preclude other endeavors such 
as volunteer library work. 

Staging a banquet during the first 
school year was the very first fund
raising project. Now there are three an
nual events. In late September a 
smorgasboard provides opportunity for 
families to dine out while also suppor
ting the school. The Spring Banquet 
traditionally features a German 
language speech. Now known as the 
Hundred and Fifty Dollar Banquet the 
third annual affair, with a guest speaker 
invited by the board, is usually a sell
out, too. 

Ten years ago the Women's Auxiliary 
planned its first Art and Music FestivaI. 
Spawned from the concern that Men
nonite writers, artists and artisans need
ed more exposure or recognition, this 
creative idea has proved to be highly 
successful. Polo Park Shopping Centre 
houses this event. 

A more recent involvement for the 
Auxiliary has been Folklorama. The 
Mennonite Collegiate Institute in Gret
na and Westgate Collegiate share the 
'planning and work responsibilities 
whereby all committees have represen
tatives from both schools. 

Since 1965 an around-the-calendar 
project has been the Thrift Shop, now 
located at 571 Selkirk Avenue. With the 
exception of statutory holidays, the 
shop is open six days a week from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Two volunteers manage 
the store each day. One volunteer per 
month assumes responsibility for staff
ing the shop. A manageress organizes in
coming articles - all donated. Good 
housekeeping practices are maintained 
by a cleaning committee. Financial 
benefits not withstanding, the Thrift 
Shop also serves the surrounding com
munity. In ecological terms it is a useful 
recycling agent. 
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Looking back on a good 
experience teaching our youth 
by Karl Fast 

lteflecting back on my direct. and in
direct connections with Westgate Men
nonite Collegiate brings to my mind 
manY pleasant and most valuable 
memories. Maybe this is because I still 
am a teacher at heart and this means 
that I ' am concerned, as so many other 
coll~gues, about the most precious part 
of our society - our children, our young 
people a~d their education. Exactly this 
is what causes me to write this article. I 
really: wish to pass on a mission we have, 
to our younger parents, so that they will 
carry on where we left off. 

In looking back at the year 1957, I 
see a gathering of older men like Rev. J. 
Schulz, Rev. V. Schroeder, Rev. 1. 
Klassen, Rev. J. H. Enns and Mr. A. A. 
Vogt who had the vision to begin the 
fouI)ding of a new sch~l within Win
nipeg. These men were too old to do the 
wo,k such an organization requires. And 
so; Dr. John Peters became the driving 
force behind the ideas these men had for 
the Mennonite Educational Institute -
the first official name of Westgate. 

From the first day of Westgate's ex
istence it was obvious that the new 
school would be the object of constant 
and . ever-increasing worries and concerns. 
I still remember vividly Mr. Ernst Enns 
saying: Westgate survives because of 
the faith and prayers of its friends. " 
And so it is even now after 23 years: it is 
the grace of God that keeps and pre
serves the school in spite of the many 
difficulties it had to overcome. 

To my mind comes an evening in late 
August 1958, the beginning of the first 
school year of MEL The executive of the 

board was meeting hastily at the 
restaurant on the corner of William 
Avenue and Isabel Street. Mr. Frank 
Neufeld, the first principal of the new 
school, reported that the school's enroll
ment demanded the hiring of another 
teacher. Will the board find the finances 
to cover this major expense? It was a 
risky decision. . However, Mrs. Anne 
Penner was hired and the school started 
with two teachers. People were willing to 
take up the challenge then and this at
titude is .prevailing today. We; 'as the 
Mennonite · Society, must not forget 
those who were willing to bring a 
sacrifice for the "sake of preserving the 
faith of our fathers, which in the final 
analysis, was .the real purpose, and still 
is, for the establishment of Westgate. , 

As one lets the years go by, one sees 
the students come .. At the beginning 
some of us thought . the Mennonite 

. Educational Institute would be a school 
for the children of the elite. That's what 
Westgate Mennonite Collegiate never 
intended to be and never was. The 
students came from all walks of life. 
Most of them came because they wanted 
to receive an education that would meet 
their ethnic and religious needs, so that. 
they would fit better into the churches, 
into the immediate community and thus 
become worthy citizens of the country 
their parents selected as their chosen 
homeland. What a noble and ideal objec
tive for obtaining an education! 

Another flash from the past is the sup
port that came from individuals, chur
ches, groups of people, the Westgate 
Women's Society. These contributions 
were both an encouragement and a 

financial help alike. Many helping hands 
remodelled the old church building on 
Edison into a school; they painted and ' 
decorated the building on 86 Westgate, ; 
they fed people at suppers and ban- : 
quets, they sold countless items of, 
clothing at the Thrift Shop. All these 0 

contributions helped to keep Westgate . 
above the waters. 

Gradually, Westgate became a reality, 
a reality that found its way into the 
Mennonite churches of our city. The . 
drama presentations, the musical perfor- . 
mances and the sports activities left a ; 
lasting mark in the years that went by. 
Westgate Mennonite Collegiate is a ; 
name known well in Winnipeg and _ 
Manitoba at large. ~ 
. The first graduation of students from _ 

Westgate was an event everybody had . 
been waiting for with great expecta- . 
tions. And these young people went on . 
to pursue their studies at colleges and : 
universities. Today you meet them prac
tically in all occupations and trades. You : 
find them in schools as teachers, at · 
universities as professors, medical doc
tors, in law offices and research centres, 
in stores and shops and as ministers in 
our churches and as missionaries in 
foreign lands, in Sunday schools and :. . 
church councils, and not to forget: as :' 
mothers and fathers of our families 
where they carryon the faith of their ' 
parents and where they ' pass on what 
they were able to learn at Westgate. 

The fruits of Westgate become visible , 
once the students have left the school .' 
and when they have to prove that all the ' 
manifold efforts were not in vain. Not 
always was it so simple to detect the o' 
fruits, but this becomes more and more ' 
easy as the fruits mature. Looking at the 
many fine young men and women that . ' 
identify with Westgate I must say that .' 
they are ready to take their place in our . 
families, churches and in the Canadian .' 
society, if they have not done so already. 

Eleven teaching years at Westgate ,' 
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plus another four years as a member of 
the Board of the Mennonite Educational 
Society have been a wonderful oppor
tunity for me to do my part of service to 
our community, to share a knowledge 
and experience with our young people 
and to learn with them to appreciate 
what we are and carry on our faith and 
tradition into the years to come. 

One final comment I wish to make: at 
~he beginning Westgate was supported 
by three churches only. Today, we have a 
large number of churches that identify 
themselves with Westgate and united 
they feel responsible for the school as a 
centre of Christian education as a means 
of preserving and maintaining our Men
nonite heritage. This in itself is cause 
enough to continue to work and to pray 
for Westgate Mennonite Collegiate. 

Highlights 
1980/81 
• Record advanced registration of 235 

students. Actual enrollment of 230, an 
all time record high. 

• Senior retreat at Camp Assiniboia. 
New relationships were fostered and a 
spiritual emphasis week followed up 
at school. 

• All volleyball teams did well in league 
play and finals. The varsity boys and 
girls both won the Senior "B"champ
ionships for the province and went to 
the Senior "A" championships losing 
out in close matches in the finals and 
semi-finals respectively. Westgate is 
very proud of these athletes and their 
high calibre of sportsmanship. 

• A spine-tingling performance on stage 
by the seniors of No, No Nanette 
shows the high calibre of musical 
talent developed by our homes and our 
school. 
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Through the years with 
a graduate from each class 

What are Westgate graduates doing? 
What role have they played in our com
munity? What do the former graduates 
remember about their school days? 
What are their views of Westgate? 

To answer some of these questions an 
attempt has been made to interview at 
least one student from the various 
graduating classes since Westgate open
ed its doors. The. following students 
have given their reflections of Westgate: 

Henry Dyck is a member of the first 
graduating class of 1957. Since gradua
tion Henry has attended the University 
of Winnipeg and has become a commis
sioned land surveyor and is presently 
working for the City of Winnipeg. Henry 
is married and has two children aged 10 
and 13. He and his family attend the 
Charleswood Mennonite Church where 
he is on the church council. Henry feels 
Westgate is important in furthering the 
Mennonite faith. He hopes his son will 
attend Westgate next year. 

Dr. Arne) Jansen graduated in 1963. 
After graduating he attended Red River 
Community College and enrolled at the 
University of Montreal where he receiv
ed his BA,MA, and PhD. In 1975 he did 
his further graduate work in Bristol, 
England. At the present time he is doing 
some teaching but mostly research on 
the control of breathing of fetus and 
newborn children. Arno married a 
classmate Betty Rempel and has two 
boys aged 7 and 10. He and his family 
attend the North KiIdonan Mennonite 
Church where they have been active in 
teaching Sunday School and presently 
he is on the church board and on the Ger-

man School board. Arno says he has 
fond memories of Westgate and is happy 
that Westgate is growing. He wants to 
send his chiIdrEln to Westgate. 

Victor Kliewer graduated in 1963 and 
since then has received a BA and MA in 
German from the U of M, attended 
CMBC and seminary at Elhkart. He 
taught at Westgate and Elim Bible 
School. Presently Vic is associate 
minister at First Mennonite Church. Vic 
is married and has twin girls. He is im
pressed how Westgate brings together 
people from other churches. 

Adina Peters (Neufeld) graduated. in 
1966. She worked in the bank for seven 
years. She is married and has two 
children aged 7 and 10. Her family at
tends the North Kildonan Mennonite 
Church where she is involved with choir, 
music committee and is president of the 
Willing Helpers Club. Adina enjoyed 
Westgate because it was a small group 
but she did not establish a lasting 
friendship because many of her 
classmates were from the country. She 
wishes she could establish a relationship 
with them again. She will let her children 
decide if they wish to attend Westgate 
or a public school. 

Kurt Enns graduated in 1967 and was 
the school president that year. Since 
graduation he has received his ESc and 
pre-Masters at the U of M, taught one 
year and worked at Assiniboine Travel. 
For the last five years he has worked for 
Grey Goose Bus Lines where he is vice
president and general manager of Circle 
Tours. Kurt has fond memories of 
·Westgate and is a contributor to the 



school. He is married to the former Gail 
Hunter. 

Ruth Dyck (Becker) graduated in 
1967.Sh~ completed her BA at the U of 
M and ta.ught51/2 years at Ness Junior 
High in St. James. She has two children 
aged1 and 4. Ruth is presently taking a 
computer scien~e course at the U of M. 
Her family attends Charleswood Men-

. nonite Church where she is chairperson 
for the fclIowship ' committee. She has 
also taught many years of Sunday 
School. Ruth remembers Westgate for 
the fine teachers. She says she will 
"never forget Mr. Karl Fast and Mrs. E. 
Peters'" for their intelligence and fine 
character. She said that she.felt "they 
loved me." She wants to send her 
children' to Westgate because of the 
religious and education influence and 
the ~'input" she would have in her 
child's education. 

Peter Letkeman graduated in 1968. 
Since graduation he obtained his 
Bachelor of Music, studied two'years in 
Gerinany, received his MA at the 
Biblical ' Seminary ' at Elkhart and has 
taught at CMBC for thepa.st six years. 
His family attends the North Kildonan 
Mepnonite Church where he has been 
the choir diector and is presently the ' 
church organist. He is married and has 
two children aged 3 years and 4 months. 
Peter has fond memories of Westgate. 
He says Mr. Karl Fast who taught him 
German and religion was "one of the 
best teachers I ever had". He 
remembers him for his good teaching 
methods and concern for the students. 
He also remembers Mr. Bill Krueger 
who stimulated him to think in broader 
terms in the fields of history and 
religion. 

Marlene Pauls Laucht graduated in 
1969. Since ' Grade XII she received a 
BSc from the U of M, taught for 
Yamaha, taught school for six years and 
is presently on a leave of absence. She 
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and her husband attend the First Men
nonite Church where she is the organist. 
Marlene is presently helping with the 
operetta at Westgate and says she ap
preciates the beautiful new gym and 
says Westgate has changed. She en
joyed the spirit and comradship that 
does not exist in a public school. She ap
preciated Mr. Karl Fast who could make 
Mennonite history "come alive". She 
also recalled how Mrs. E. Peters put 
such inspiration into the folk songs she 
taught. Westgate showed a personal in
terest and helped many students get a 
new start. 

Walter Kampen graduated in J970. 
Since graduation he has attended the U 
of W where he obtained a BA and at
tended theU of M for one year of educa
tion. He taught school in Germany for 
one year, taught German for five years 
in Niverville Collegiate and is now 
teaching German in Grades 4 to 6 in 
Elmdale School in Steinbach. Walter 
and his wife Dorothea attend the 
Douglas Mennonite Church where. he is 
part of a team of the Sunday School 
Superintendency. He has also par
ticipated in young peoples programs and 
choir. Walter says Westgate was a 
"great experience" and these years laid 
the foundation for his education and life 
in general. It was his, teachers at 
Westgate that motivated him to study 
Germanand History at the university. 

Karin Kasforf (Klassen) graduated in 
1972. Since graduation she hastravelled 
in Europe, completed her BA at the U of 
W, and has taught primary grades at 
Sherwood School in East Kildonan for 
three years. She and her husband Robert 
attended the Douglas Mennonite 
Church. Karin has been very involved in 
the church music and Sunday School 
program. She remembers with great ex
citement the musicals and choir tours at 
Westgate. She can also recall when her 
teacher, Mr. Rudy Friesen, took her 

class to the inner city to visit senior 
citizens which was a "great experience" 
for teenagers! 

Ken Epp attended Westgate' for six 
years and graduated in 1974. Since 
graduation Ken attended Red River' 
Community College and. is presently 
financial planning consultant with Cor
porate Planning Associates. Ken mar
ried a former graduate' of Westgate, Bev 
Neufeld, and has a two year old girl. Ken 
and his family attend the North 
Kildonan Mennonite Church where he 
speaks about once a ,month on Sunday 
morning. He feels that Westgate is a 
great asset to the Mennonite communi
ty. 

Werner Kroeker graduated in 1975. 
Since then he has received his BSc from' 
the U of W, worked in a laboratory and 
is presently enrolled at Red River Com
munity College. He attends the First 
Mennonite Church. He says that he en
joyed Westgate and did not want to 
leave when he graduated. Werner en
joyed the science program and the very 
good teachers at Westgate. He can still 
recall Mr. A. Klassen's interesting 
science lessons. 

Ingrid Froese graduated in 1976. 
Since Grade XII Ingrid has worked for 
MCC, worked for Great-West Life, at
tended the U of M for four years and is 
presently certifying to be a teacher. In· 
grid attends the Charleswood Men
nonite Church where she participates in 
the choir and in teaching Sunday School. 
She enjoyed the choir tours and the 
sports activities. the volleyball team 
was her greatest joy. She wishes the new 
gym had been there when she attended 
Westgate. "Westgate was great!" 

Maureen Dyck graduated in 1977 and 
is presently enrolled in the nursing pro
gram at the U of M. All her brothers and 
sisters have attended Westgate. 
Maureen attends the Portage Avenue 
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Mennonite Brethren Church where she 
teaches Sunday School and is on the ex
ecutive of College and Career. She en
joyed very much the choir 'tour to Kan
sas, Colorado and B.C. as well as the 
Choir Festival which began in 1977. She 
enjoyed Westgate because you knew 
everyone there. 

Karl Krahn graduated in 1978 and at
tends the North Kildonan Mennonite 
Church where he teaches Sunday 
School. He says the school has changed 
and is much larger now. He always en
joyed and looked forward to going to 
school each day. He "will never forget 
the years at Westgate". He remembers 
the volleyball team that won the C and B 
provincials and came fourth in the A 
provincials. 

Linda Peters graduated in 1979 and 
since then has gone to Red River Com
munity College and is presently working 
for the Department of Natural 
Resources. She attends the North 
Kildonan Mennonite Church where she 
participates in the choir and the Sunday 
School young adults group. She enjoyed 
the close group of friends from all the 
Mennonite churches and the good rela
tionship between students and teachers. 

Corny Woelk is a graduate of the 1980 
class that is attending the U of W.Corny 
attends First Mennonite Church and 
participates in the youth choir.. He loved 
Westgate. The great attitude at 
Westgate helped his years there. He 
says he had "excellent teachers"! 

--------------------.------------.------..... --.......... --------..... --.......... --..... --
What does it mean 
to teach religion? 
------.---------------------------------------------------

Religion? What is it, really, in a 
classroom of junior-high students with 
their bursting awareness of life and their 
own growing opinions about how to live 
that life? 

Religion grade eight, curriculum title, 
"Survey of the New Testament": what 
does it mean to put such an explosive 
text-book into the hands of 14-year-olds, 

. allowing them to experience their first 
unhindered march through its pages? 

For the teacher it means exposure to 
their confusions: How can Jesus die at 
the end of Matthew, preach again in 
Mark, and get born all over again in 
Luke? And it means exposure to their in
sights; did you know that the point far
thest away from God is Materialism? 

For the student it means work: 
reading through the Gospels of the New 
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Testament while keeping a diary of first 
impressions, studying intertestamental 
history and the history surrounding the 
time of Jesus, watching slides and films 
of the geography of Palestine, and pre
senting descriptions and models of 
Herod's temple, of the synagogue and 
the synagogue school, and of the houses, 
tools, fashions, foods,- and musical in
struments common in Jesus' day. 

It means devastation, when the word, 
"boring" - favorite junior-high insult -
caps the end of a supposedly well
prepared class; and it means satisfac
tioh, when someone writes at the end of 
a notebook in June, " I will never forget 
the good times we had in these Religion 
classes." (Thanks; we teachers need our 
moments of sensing appreciation, too.) 

It means an impossible number of an-

xious hands offering to supply opinions 
for every conceivable problem, from 
" When should we begin dating?" to 
" How·do we know that God is good?" 

It means encouraging students to 
question honestly, not because of their 
doubt but because of their faith, and 
teaching them that unity of spirit is 
possible in spite of divergent interpreta
tions - if they have humbleness of 
mind. 

Sometimes it _ means mere discipline ... 
and apologies ... and forgiveness ... and 
improved participation. 

And it means struggling with the 
needs of some student and discovering 
that we are not alone; we have powerf'ul 
allies, not only in God and his angels, 
and in our colleagues, but also in a 
parent, concerned and supportive. I 
wonder if parents know how significant 
that support becomes to the results of 
our efforts in the classroom. 

It means sit ting in a circle in some 
generous parent's basement experienc
ing firs t-hand the ritual of the Passover, 
tasting lamb and unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs dipped in salt that sym
bolizes the tears of centuries of Jewish 
suffering, as well as the celebration of 
that ancient deliverance from Egypt. It 
also means discovering that not orily J 
Mennonites can walk the Christian 
second-mile; a Jewish Librarian can 
enter into the enthusiasm of two resear
ching students and supply them with 
matzoah, Matzoah-ball soup, and 
enough personally-baked passover 
cookies for the entire class. We won't 
easily forget that! 

It means discussing what Menno 
Simons would do if he were alive today, 
and in the process exploring the mean
ing of, "if your enemy strikes you on one 
cheek, turn to him the other also", when 
the enemy is 15 and lives on your street. 

It means small groups of friends, shar
ing something deeper than last night's 
television show. 



The bycycles 
of Westgate 

This year marks the 9th annual 
cyclathon that Westgate plans to run. 
What is the "Westgate 1001160"? This 
cyclathon is one of Westgate's ways of 
raising money. Cyclists from age 9 to 99 
are welcome to come and join. The at· 
mosphere is like a spring picnic, but the 
motivation is serious. We aim for · a new 
high of $30,000 to be raised by this 
event this year. 
' This event , annually brings together 
m~y people who love physical ac
tivities, but more important, love 
Westgate and wish to help along. It 
demonstrates how many people doing a 
little can accomplish a lot. If you spon
sor a student, you are encouraging him 
or her and at the same time you are 
donating to a good cause. 

STUDENTS 
Where will you spend 1981-821 Call us 

at Westgate, 775-7111, or write us at 
Westgate Mennonite Collegiate, 86 
Westgate, Winnipeg, R3J Ifl4 for fur-
ther information. " 

1 

Special section: a Westgate mirror ; 

A cost 
that is 
worth it 

The cost of educating one student at 
Westgate is about $2,200. The tuition 
for next year has been adjusted by the 
board to $730 for a junior high student 
and $880 for a senior high student. 

Westgate is grateful for government 
grants of $425 per student and the chur
ches provide an additional amount of 
about, $400 per student. 

'fhis means that the school must rely 
heavily on parents and friends for fur- , 
ther donations of $500 to $600 per stu
dent to make ends meet. 

The costs are high but the returns are 
unlimited. Recent comments by alumni 
attest to the great worth attached to 
their Westgate student days. 

Visiting 
churches 

The aims and objectives of this school 
include the church. "The school shall 
seek to assist students to respond with 
deep loyalty to Jesus Christ, to become a 
part of the workship and work of the 
church, and to order their lives accor
ding to Holy Scripture." With this in 
mind, we feel that a contact with the 
churches should be maintained by actual 
visits by the choirs for the purpose of 

service to that church. 
A further purpose for these visits is 

that of publicity for the school, This . 
shcool is proud of its Mennonite and ' 
Christian nature. To fullfill our purpose, ., 
we hope to attract the majority of our ' 
students form Christian Mennonite ' 
homes. To do otherwise would result ina :.' 
definite change in the nature of the stu- :. 
dent body and thus the school. 

Thes.e visits to the churches also serve . 
as a performance goal for both the senior ' 
and junior choirs. Their study of sacred < 
music has a tangible purpose - to serve '. 
the churches. .; 

The choirs are looking forward to serv- ' . 
ing you. They cannot visit every church . 
this year but the hope is to make up for ' 
it next year. 
• Highlights - Choirs visit Churches 

March 1 ~ First Mennonite - Senior 
March 8 Bethel Mennonite 
Senior 
March 15 - Sargent Mennonite -'
Junior 
April 5 - North Kildonan Mennonite 
- 'Senior 
April 12 - Charleswood Mennonite 
- Junior 
May 10 - Gospel Mennonite 
Ensemble 

• Grade sixers day at Westgate - . 
March 22. 

• Fund raising banquets - March 3 and · 
April 22. 

• Pennsylvania tour 
• Junior and Senior contests in · 

Mathematics and in German. We
expect another high performance in· 
academic excellence. 

• Cyclathon: The Westgate 1001160 
- May 2181 (start pedalling) 

• Festival of Art and Music - May' 
24181 

• Spring Concert - May 28181 
• Junior Camping Trips (we hope) 
• Graduation: always a highlight. 

mennonite mirror / march 1981 / 23 



mani,toba news 

The board of directors of CSP Foods 
Ltd. has announced the appointment of 
John Enns to the position of chief ex
ecutive officer effective March 1, 1981. 
CSP Foods was formed in 1975 as the 
food man:ufacturing and marketing arm 
of the Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Wheat Pools. The company operates 
oilseed crushing facilities at Altona, and 
at Nipawin and ' Saskatoon, Saskat
chewan. 

Angelique Toews Michelle Janzen 

Leanne Friesen 

Three Manitoba students of violin 
have won silver medals in the Toronto 
Conservatory examinations. Leanne 
Friesen, daughter of John and Dorothy 
Friesen of Winnipeg, received the 
highest mark in grade six. Two years 
ago she won the medal in grade four. 
Angelique Toews, daughter of Art and 
Lillian Toews of Morris, earned the 
highest mark in grade five. Michelle 
Janzen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
A. Janzen of Steinbach, received the 
highest mark in grade one. All three are 
students of Emmanuel Horch. 

Colleen Braun, daughter of Ernie and 
Anne Braun of Winnipeg, won ' a silver 
medal in Grade 8 voice from the Toronto 
Conservatory of Music. Her instructor 
was Irma Harder. Colleen is currently in 
first-year music at Canadian Mennonite 
Bible College. 
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A holdup man escaped with a small 
amount of cash after robbing the Land
mark Credit Union January 14. A lone 
man armed with a rifle entered the credit 
union about 11 a.m. demanding cash 
from the teller. After the teller put some 
cash in a plastic bag provided by the 
gunman, he left the building and raced 
off toward Winnipeg. 

The annual meeting of the Steinbach 
Credit Union January 27 was told that 
assets for the bank grew 7.3 percent to 
$109 million in 1980. In the previous 
year assets totalled $102 million. 

The Mennonite Historical Society of 
Canada held its , annual meeting in 
December at the Mennonite Bretheren 
bible College in Winnipeg. Reports from 
the provinces reflected ongoing ac
tivities in all societies. Ted Friesen, 
reporting for the Manitoba society, an
nounced its recent reorganization with a 
13-member board, and plans for the 
publication of an English translation of 
Gerhard Wieb's Ursachen und 
Geschichte der Auswanderung der Men
noniten aus Russland nach Amerika. 
The membership in now just over 100. 

Heimat fUr Heimatlose and 50 Jahre 
Fernheim will make their English 
language premieres in the Playhouse 
Theatre on April 11 and 12, at 8:30 p.m.; 
as well a re-showing of the German 
language versions will be held at 3 p.m. 
on April 12. Both films explore the 
settlement of the Mennonites in the 
Fernheim Colony of Paraguay and were 
produced by Dave Dueck of Winnipeg. 

MILESTONES 

J.J. Reimer of Winnipeg, former 
Steinbach businessman and chief pro
motor of the Mennonite Village Museum 
for many years, died in a Winnipeg 
hospital January 26 at age 80. Mr. 
Reimer, son of Steinbach pioneer mer
chant Klass Reimer, spent many years 
in the insurance busi ess. In 1963, he 
was elected to head the Manitoba Men
nonite Historical SoCiety which owned 
and operated the Mennonite Village 
Museum. He became its principal pro
moter and fund-raiser. 

Rev. David and Susan Klassen,of Car
man, celebrated their 60th wedding an
niversary in late 1980. All 15 members 
of the family returned home' for the com
memoration. 

Reg Toews, a native of Steinbach, has 
been appointed executive secretary of the 
MCC for a two-year term. 

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOLS 
George Shillington and Isaac Block, 

both of Ontario have been appointed to 
the faculty of Mennonite Brethren Bible 
College. The appointments were made 
by the Board of Higher Education on 
the occasion of the M.B. Council of 
Board meetings held in Winnipeg late 
January. Shillington who will teach in 
the biblical studies and theology depart
ment, leaves a similar position at , Em
manuel College to come to MBBC. Or
dained to the ministry in the Kitchener 
M.B. Church, Shillington is currently , a 
member of the M.B. Board of Christian 
Education. He has graduate . degrees 
from both Central Baptist Seminary and 
Wilfred Laurier University and is ~ur
rently involved in doctoral studies· at 
McMaster University. 

Block, pastor of Vineland M.B. since 
1973, will teach in the department of. 
contemporary ministries, with par
ticular emphasis in the area of congrega
tional ministries. Block has been active 
in conference work including several 
terms as moderator of the Ontario M.B. 
Conference and currently is a member of 
the Canadian Board of Spiritual and 
Social Concerns. In 1980, he graduated 
from McMaster University with a 
M.Div. Previous to becoming a pastor, 
Block spent 13 years as chaplain and 
director of rehabilitation at Bethesda 
Home. 

Dr. Marlin Jeschke, professor of 
religion and philosophy at Goshen Col
lege, Indiana, was the featured resource 
person at a special Church Leaders' 
Seminar on "Meaningful Church 
Membership" sponsored by Elim Bible 
Institute, Altona, on January ·24. 

More than 230 choral leaders, singers, 
and music students met for a weekend of 
music-making in Winnipeg January 
23-25. An additional 100 local singers 
and musicians joined in the choral per
formance. Sponsored jointly by the two 
Mennonite colleges in Winnipeg, the 
seminar concluded with a performance 
in the Winnipeg Elmwood Mennonite 
Brethren Church Sunday afternoon. 
The seminar was organized by Bill 
Baerg of MBBC and George Wiebe of 
CMBC. The guest conductors for the 
workshop were Dr. Howard Swan 
former professor of music at Occidental 
College, , Los Angles. and California 
State University, and Michael Kemp, 
minister of music at the ' First 
Presbyterian Church, Arlington, Texas. 

MCCNEWS 

Mennonite Central Committee and the 
Baptist World Alliance are cooperating 
to produce major Bible study books in 
the Russian language. William 
Barclay's commentary on the New 



Testament will be translated in 17 
volumes. The schedule for the project is 
to have all volumes translated and 
printed by 1984, the year of the first 
centennial of the Baptist Church in 
Russia. 

The role of nuclear reactors as a sup
plier of . energy for our society was 
debated by participants at a workshop 
at the Bethel Mennonite Church, Win
nipeg, January 31. Sponsored by the 
Peace and Social Concerns Committee of 
MCC , (Manitoba), the session brought 
together students and professionals 
with nuclear research personnel. Major 
iriputwas provided by Tony Sawatzky, 
speaking on energy needs of our society; 
Dr. Don MacLean, discussing waste 
disposal projections; Dr. Abe Petkau, 
working with medical issues; and Dr. 
Dave Schroeder, probing ethical and 
theological issues. Sawatzky, Petkau, 
and MacLean work at the Whiteshell ' 
Nuclear ResearchStation. Dr. Schroeder 
is with the Canadian Mennonite Bible 
College. 

P , 

Sandi Janzen of Steinbach has begun 
!l two-year MCC assignment in New 
Brunswick. She is working in a group 
home with mentally retarded adults. She 
was recently employed as a secretary in 
Steinbach. Her parents ,are George and 
Elsie Janzen of Steinbach. She is a 
member of Steinbach Mennonite 
Church. 

Leona Reimer of Ste. Anne will be ser
vingwith MCC in Germany for a 
30-month terin. She will be the secretary 
to the MCC Europe director. She attend
ed Steinbach Bible College and Red 
River Community College. She is the 
daughter of Ben and Justina Reimer of 
Ste. Anne and a member of the 
Evangelical Mennonite Church in 
Blumenort. 

MCC is looking for a person with in
itiative and selling ability to work as a 
staff person at Choice Resources in Win
nipeg. Call for a Voluntary Service ap
plication form at 475-3550. 

The appointment of Frank and Imui 
Isaak as self-help crafts directors for 
MCC (Manitoba) was announced by the 
MCC aoard at its January 10 meeting. 
Henrietta Schulz, present director, will 
retain responsibility for the Global Gift 
Shop, major sales outlet for Self-Help 
Crafts in Manitoba. 

Jim and Margo Penner of Winnipeg 
have begun a one-year term of service 
with MCC in Dominica. Jim will be 
working as a construction supervisor 
and Margo will be working in communi
ty services. Jim served previously with 
MCC in Alaska in 1964 and in Dominica 
in 1980. They are members of Bethel 
Mennonite Church in Winnipeg. They 
are the parents of eight children. 

COMING EVENTS 

A committee has been formed to study 
the feasibility of establishing a Men
nonite elementary school in Winnipeg, 
teaching grades one to six. The study 
will attempt to determine the interest 
and support base for such a school; the 
kind of educational emphasis that such a 
school should have; the value of such an 
education to the home, the student, and 
the Mennonite church; and the long 
term financial feasibility of such a 
school. Funds from private sources have 
been offered to underwrite any shortfall 
in funds for the first five years. Commit
tee members Helmut Harder, John J. 
Enns and David J. Epp would ap
preciate receiving any recommenda
tions, ideas, or suggestions relating to 
the project. Presentation can also be 
made verbally or in writing at special 
hearings to be held March 8, 7 p.m., at 
Fort Garry Mennonite Brethren Church, 
and march 15, 7 p.m.; at Springfield 
Heights Mennonite Church. 

Canadian Mennonite Bible College 
and Mennonite Brethren Bible College 
are inviting applications for participa
tion in a study tour to the Middle East, 
including Egypt and Israel. Applicants 
have to qualify for achpission to one of 

! 

the colleges, but need not have been 
enrolled previously. There is no age 
limit, but the. number of applicants ad
mitted will be limited to 30. Study em
phasis will be on Biblical geography and 
archaeology, but attention will also be 
given to the contemporary Middle East 
situation. Some preparatory reading is 
expected. One semester of college credit 
can be earned. University credit is 
available through the University of Win
nipeg. The tour is tentatively scheduled 
for May 7-27; approximate cost is 
$2,000. Tour leaders will be Dr. Allen 
Guenthe'l and Dr. Waldemar Janzen. 
For application forms and further infor
mation contact either MBBC, 
667- 9560, or CMBC, 888- 6781. 

The Mennonite Educational Society of 
Manitoba is again holding its annual 
fund raising banquet in support of 
Westgate Mennonite Collegiate. The 
banquetis to be held Tuesday, March 3, 
at 7:00 p.m. at First Mennonite Church, 

" the corner of Alverstone and Notre 
Dame. This year's theme will be, 
"Transmitting Faith in a Materialistic 
Age." Mr. Cal Redekop of Conrad 
Grebel College, Waterloo, Ontario will 
be guest speaker. Banquet tickets cost 
$150 for two persons. Tax deductible 
receipts will be issued. Tickets are 
available at Westgate Collegiate (phone 

Make 
arrangements 
for our 
flowers 
to add beauty 
at your 
wedding. 

for your 
personalized 
service 

call 

VAL UNRAU 

at 

Pembina Florists 
1118 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, M.anitoba 
R3T 2A2 
Telephone : 474-2311 or 474-2312 

mennonite mirror 1 march 1981 125 



775-7111) or one of the supporting 
church representatives. For further in
formation phone Frank Dyck ' at 
233-6213 or 474-2334. 

The Mennonite Ontario Choir, under 
. the direction of George Wiebe, will pre
sent a program on March 13th at 8:00 
p.m. at the Centennial Concert Hall. 
Charles I ves The Celestial Country, will 
be sung jointly by MBBC A Capella 
,Choir and CMBC Singers, Brahms Ein 
Deutches Requiem is the second piece of 
music on the program. 
, The solists in this work are Henrietta 
. Schellenberg, soprano, Sylvia Dyck, 
mezzo-soprano, John Martens, tenor, 
Mel Braun, baritone. Both works will be 
accompanied by musicians of the Win
nipeg Symphony Orchestra. this choir is 
made up of the MBBC Oratorio choir, 

.bill Baerg conductor, and CMBC 
Oratorio Choir, George Wiebe conduc
tor. 

ALTONA HISTORY 

For some years now work has been go
ing on to publish a book on the town of 
Altona. Elizabeth Bergen spent 
countless hours researching and gather
ing materials for this project. Hundreds 
of photographs were found as well. 

More recently Esther Epp-Tiessen, 
formerly of Altona, and now of Win

, nipeg, has agreed to finish the project. 
: She will be spending a major block of 
, time this year and in 1982 to complete 
, the research and prepare a manuscript 
for publication. An advisory committee 
has been set up to assist in the work, and 
Lawrence Klippenstein is a conSUltant 
for the project at the Mennonite 
Heritage Centre whl'lre the author also 
has her office. 

Some sections of the book still require 
additional information and photos as 
welL 

If you have good information relating 
to the founding years and the years 
before 1900, please call the Mennonite 
Heritage Centre in Winnipeg (888-6781) 
as soon as possible. Ask for Esther Epp
Tiessen or Lawrence Klippenstein. In
terviews can be arranged to get the in

,formation. If anyone has old diaries, 
photos, letters, etc. that come from 
these early years (1880-1900), please call. 

Zur Erinnerung an Arnold Dyck 

von Hedwig Knoop, geb .. Dyck wachsener und drei halbwlichsige 'Enkel 
erwarteten bei unserer Ankunft in 
Darlaten den GroBvater, dazu ein 

eingesandt von Dr. Cornelius Krahn Schwiegersohn, der ihm ein eigenes 
Mit einer Stunde Verspatung traf das Zimmer im Nebengebiiude ausgebllUt 

Dusenflugzeug der Lufthansa in hatte, in das wir ihnsogleich geleiteten. 
Frankfurt ein, das unseren Vater ende Er priifte die Aussicht vom Fenster: 
Oktober 1968 aus Kanada nach Deutsch- Auch gut, wenngleich begrenzt dutch 
land brachte. Es war Vaters erster Flug, den unseren Hof einschlieBenden 
und ich war sehr gespannt zu horen, wie Mischwald. Und weiter: ain Kleider- und 
er ihm bekommen sein mochte. Uberhaupt .ein Bucherschrank und sein Schreib
war ich voller Erwartung, ihn wieder- tisch. Ja, das reiche aus, das sei gut so. 
zusehen, und mir lag daran, ihn Spartanisch einfach hat mein Vater seine', 
moglichst friihzeitig unter den nun ein- Lebtage gewohnt. 
treffenden Fluggiisten zu entdecken, um . Gleich 'am ersten Tag inspizierte Vater 
ihm das Gepiick abnehmen zu konnen, sein Fahrrad, das vom letzten . Aufen
denn inzwischen war er 76 Jahre alt thalt bei uns aufbewahrt worden war. 
geworden. Das wollen wir sogleich instandsetzen 

Da erblickte ich ihn auch schon unter lassen", ' sagte er, "damit ich den Herbst 
den ersten zollamtlich abgefertigten An noch ausnutzen kann." 
kommlingen. Er war gottlob ohne be- Ja, es wurde nun das tagliche Ereignis 
sondere Anzeichen von Miidigkeit. Bei auf unserem Hof im Moor unweit von 
seinem ersten Rundblick iiber die an der Hannover, Vater in seinl'lm I'ligens 
Sperre Wartenden erkannte er mich sogleich, angeschafften Parkamantel, versehen , 
und es erschien ein erleichtertes "Gott mit einer kleinen grunlichen 
sei Dank, ' du bist da" auf seinem Reisetasche, sein Rad besteigen and 
Gesicht. I seine Tagesfahrt antreten zu sehen. In 

die Moorlandschaft, in die Dorfer der 
Wir begaben Ilns unverziiglich ins naheren und welteren Umgebung zog es 

wartendll Auto, und als wir deIIl Gewirr ihn geradezu unwiderstehlich, an 
des gigantischen Parkplatzes entkom- Feldern und Hainen, an stattlichen oder 
men und auf die Autobahn kleineren, vertriiumten GehOften vorbei. 
eingeschwenkt waren, da lehnte Vater I Die Urwiichsigkeit und Kraftder 
~ich wohlig im Sitz zuruck ~nd ~~gte: niedersachsischen Bauetnhiiuser aus 
.So, und nun, fahr ~~ngsam, Ich mochte tiefrotem Klinkerstein mit ihren 

die Fahrt gem~ssen .. - Das Wetter. war ~ gewaltigen, gelegentlich noch 
strahlend schon. DIe Lust a~ ReIsen, strohgedeckten Dachern. ihre 
am Fah~en, am Schauen wahrend .. der ..:, gepflegten, blumenreichen Vorgarten, 
Fahrt 1st V. ate~ ~s ungetrubte schlieBlich auch das Spiel der Kinder vor 
Lebensfreude . bls III die l~tzten T.age dem Haus oder an den Wegen und die 
erhalten geblieben. Sogar dIe Fart ms harte Arbeit der Eltern auf den Ackern 
Krankenhaus; die seine letzte sein soUte, _ an alledem konnte Vater sich wie es 
trat "er mit einem ~nf1ug von ~eiselu~; ,.. schien, nicht satt sehen. Um' immer 
a~. Fahre la~gsa~ , sa~e er .w1eder, neuen Augeschmaus zu entdecken, 
eme Fahrt 1st fur m1ch dIe beste suchte er taglich neue Strecken. die ihn 
Medizin." so manchesmal auf auslaufende 

Eine erwachsene Enkelin, ein er- Feldwege fuhrten, so daB er umkehren 

ALLMAR DISTRIBUTORS LTD. 
WINNIPEG • REGINA • SASKATOON • EDMONTON • VANCOUVER 

"distributors of wholesale building materials & architechtural hardware" 
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muBte, wenn er nicht - was er auch 
wiederholt getan hat - sein Rad iiber 
Graben heben oder unter Zaunen hindur
chschieben wollte. Miide, ja oftmals er
schOpft, khrte er nach drei, vier, fiinf 
Stun den und nach Fahrten von 30 und 
40 und manchmal noch mehr Kilometern 
heim. Mit einem tiefen aber befriedigten 
Seufzer lieB er sich dann bei mir in der 
Kiiche auf den Stuhl fallen und war 
dankbar, wenn ihm nun sein Mit
tagessen gereicht wurde. Sein Rekord 
war eine Tagesleistung von 170 km, die 
er als Siebzigjahriger erreichte, und 
zwar bereits nach seinem 
Schenkelhasbruch. 

Nach dem Mittagessen begab Vater 
sich in sein Zimmer uind legte sich zum 
Mittagschlaf nieder. "Nun, hast du 
schon geschlafen?" fragte ich danach 
immer wieder hoffnungsvoll. Aber. die 
Antwort war fast immer negativ, denn 
die Wohltat tiefen Schlafes war ihm sehr 
selten vergonnt. Er erklarte mir 
wiederholt mit groBer Sachlichkeit, wie 
er es anstelle, urn sich ein klein wenig 
Schlaf zu erschleichen: Er zahle langsam 
vor- und riickwarts bis hundert, und 
dann sage er sich Gedichte auf, deutsche 
und russiche, die er in der Kindheit 
auswendig gelernt habe. Bei solcher 
Geleghenheit versaumte er selten, 
Kritik an der modernen reimfeindlichen 
Dichtkunst anzubingen, wei! diese nicht 
"auswendig zu lernen sei und daher fur 
'die Grossvater , der Zukunft ohne solchen 
praktischen Nutzen bleiben miisse. 

Nach seiner Mittagspause kam er 
wieder zu uns heriiber zu einer 
gemiitlichen Kaffeestunde. Meistens 
waren es nur er und ich, die nun zusam
mensaBen und ' iiber Vergangenes, 
Gegenwartiges und Zukiinftiges, iiber 
Richtiges und Unrichtiges zu sprechen 
hatten. Von der Weltpolitik bis zu 
Familienangelegenheiten reich ten 
unsere Gesprachsthemen,. darunter 
waren es immer wieder die Mennoniten, 
ihre Leistengen und ihr Schicksal, die 
uns beschaftigten. 

Nach dem Kaffeestiindchen war das 
Lesen an der Reihe. Der spate Nachmit-
tag und der Abend blieben 
hauptsachlich dieser Tatigkeit 
gewidmet, selten noch dem Schreiben; 
und wenn, dann waren es Briefe, die er 
schrieb. Gern hiitte or den Auf trag, fUr 
das Manitoba Sunflower Festival in 
Altona. ein Biihnenstiick zu schreiben, 
erfiilt. Wiihrend er bereits den Entwurf 
dazu fertig hatte, fand er doch nicht 
mehr die Kraft,diesen auszuarbeiten 
und zu Papier zu bringen. Das 
Briefeschreiben war hingegen eine 
Aufgabe, die er bis zuletzt erfUllte; denn 
die Verbindung mit seinen langjiihrigen 
Freunden und Gleichgesinnten in 
Ubersee war es, die seinem sonst allzu 
einsamen Dasein Tiefe und Warme gab. 

Sein Abendessen nahm ,er piinktlich 

ein und bereitete es selbst. 
(Piinktlichkeit war ein wesentliches Ken
nzeichen seines Tagesprogramms. Nur 
durch die Aufforderung zu einer 
Autofahrt lieB er sich bereitwilligst zum 
Ausscharen aus seiner strengen 
Tagesordnung verleiten.) FUr seine 
Tiitigkeiten in der Kiiche, die er sich dur
chaus mcht abnehmen lieB, bedurfte es 
in erster Linie der Ruhe. Unsere wilden 
J ungen muBten also bereits dort 
ausgezogen 'und der Raum moglichst 
auch sonst entvolkert sein. Er bereitete 
sich abends und auch morgens ein 
Gericht ohne Namen, das aus 
Haferflokken, Honig, Ei und Milch bes
tand. Dieses siittigte ihn, ernahrte ihn, 
gewiihrleistete ein gleichbleibendes 
Korpergewicht und - verdarb ihm den 
Appetit. Ja, keine noch so gute Sache ist 
ganz ohne Schattenseite. 

Eine Reihe seiner Abende gestalteten 
wir alsgemeinsame Leseabende. Das 
heisst, auf meine Bitte las Vater mir sein 
letztes, noch unverOffentlichtes Buch, 
"Das Steppendorf im Biirgerkrieg", vor. 
Was ich iiber die Auflosung und das 'bit
tere Ende der mennonitischen Siedlungen 
in Russland aus miindlicher Darstellung 
wuBte und vieles mehr, rollte nun in 
geordneter, dichterisch bewiiltigter 
Form vor mir abo Weder klagen noch 
anklagen will diese authentische Schrift, 
sondern schildern: sachlich und iiberaus 

anschaulich. Dieses Buch 1st das 
SchluBkapitel der Serie " Verloren in der 
Steppe" und darf als sein Abschied
sgruB an seine Leser gelten. 

Zu den Hohepunkten seiner letzten 
Lebensphase gehorte der Besuch seiner 
Freunde, Victor und Elisabeth Peters, 
die sich zu der Zeit fUr ein J ahr in Got
tingen aufhielten. Mehrere Male haben 
sie ihn zu seiner groBen Freude wahrend 
dieser Zeit aufgesucht: zu Weihnachten, 
zu seinem ' 80. Geburtstag und 
schlieBlich noch einmal mit dem 
Eheparr Dr. Kauenhoven, urn ihn ab
zuholen zu einem Besuch Gottingens, 
von dem er nur belebt, ja begeistert 
heimkehrte. Das plotzliche Auftauchen 
seines jungen Freundes Prof. Jack 
Thiessen aus Winnipeg mit dem 
Ehepaar Schuster aus Leer, das 
gegenwartig eine Arnold Dyck-
Schallplate herstellt, war fUr ihn 
ausserordentlich anregend war, und 
schlieBlich freute er sich auf den 
angekiindigten Besuch der Familie 
Heinrich Dyck aus Mansfield, U.S.A. 
Prof. Dyck arbeitet gegenwartig an der 
Ubersetzung von "Verloren in der 
Steppe" ins Englische und wollte sich 
aus dieserri Anlass mit Vater beraten. 
Leider aber erfolgte dieser Besuch erst, 
als Vater bereits in der Klinik lag, so daB 
er sich nur noch durch mich dariiber 
berichten lassen konnte. Solche 

Announcing the 10th annual 

MENNONITE ART 
AND 

MUSIC FESTIVAL 
sponsored by the Westgate Ladies Auxiliary at 

Polo Park Mall 

May 24, from 2 to 6 p.m. 

Admission is $3 for adults and 50(: for children 

The art and music festival committee invites a ll Mennoite artists and artisans 
to display their arts at this festival. Children's art is also desired. Telephone 
Anne Peters for information at 669-1734. 

• 
The committee also invites choirs and musical groups to perform at the choir 
concert. For information call Irma Harder. 
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Besuche zeigten ' ihm, daO er seiner 
Alterseinsamkeit nicht verges sen, daO 
vielmehr iiber seine Biicher der Kontakt 
mit seinen Mennoniten lebendig 
geblieben war. Von besonderer 

your word 
Bedeutung war fur Vater auch ein SUBSCRIBER WRITES 
Besuch bei dem Ehepaar Gerhard Dear Sirs: 
Friesen in Wilhelmshaven. Gerhard Enclosed find a ' one year's subscrip
Friesen, als Fritz Senn weithin bekannt tion to the MM. Although this was due 
geworden, wurde von Vater uberaus sometime ago, 1 didn't get around to 
geschatzt als groOter deutschsprachiger mailing it. What prompted me to mail in 
Dichter der Mennoniten. my cheque was 1 was afraid 1 would miss 

1m letzten halben Jahr seines Lebens Roy Vogt's articles on Russia, which 1 
, 'begann Vater uber Mudigkeit und zuneh- find very interesting. View from the Pew 

mendes k6rpcrliehes Unbehagen zu is also very interesting and something 1 
klagen. Die Freude an seinen don't want to miss. Jack Thiessen's low 
Wanderungen und Fahrten wurde vor German articles I can do without. 
allem dadurch stark beeintrachtigt, daO John K. Schellenberg 
ihm seine alte Beinverletzung groOere Steinbach 
Beschwerden zu verursachen begann, ja, DER MENNONITE MIRROR 
die Radfahrten mussten sehliesslieh v611ig EINE GUTE ZEITSCHRIFT 
eingesteI1t" " werden, und aus den 
FuOwanderungen wurdEm miihselige 
Spaziergange um den Hofraum. Dieser 
Mangel an der gewohnten Bewegung 

, 'verursaehte neue Unannehmliehkeiten, 
die Vater ' zwar unbeirrt dureh Kneipp
sche. oder vielmehr, wie er betonte, 
Miillersche Wasseranwendungen 
behandelte. Seit seiner Jugend 
prakt.izierte Vater konsequent das 
Mullersche System, und in der Tat hat 
et", zuhause meines Wissens nicht einen 
eihzigen Tag im Bett verbracht. 

Nun aber sehien das bewahrte Mittel 
nicht mehr zu genugen, und Vater begab 
sich in ambulante arztliche Behandlung. 
Ais er uber Schmerzen in der Brust zu 
klagen begann, nahm sein Arzt ihn zu 
sich in die Privatklinik und stellte dort 
cine Lungenentzundung fest. Nachdem 
sich auch noch eine Nierenentziindung 
einstellte, war Vaters Schicksal 
besiegelt : Naeh seehs sehweren Tagen 
and Nachten in der Klinik schloO er am 
10. Juli fur immer seine guten, blauen 
Augen. 

Die gelbe Karte liegt noeh immer auf 
meinem Sehreibtiseh und erheiseht eine 
Antwort. Heute soll sie jedoeh 
versehwinden. Der Mennonite Mirror 
gefiillt mir sehr und ieh hab ihn auch 
bis '75 bezahlt wo ich schon zwei Jahre 
auf Rente war, aber bei einem 
angemessenen Einkommen muss einer 
reeht rats am umgehen und weil Sie so 
grosszugig waren und die Zeitsehrift 
den Rentnern unentgeltlieh anboten, so 
habe ieh mir das gefallen lassen und 
nehme ihn (den Mirror) aueh ferner mit 
grossem Dank , entgegen, wenn es Ihnen 
recht ist. leh lege das Heft selten zur 
Seile bis es ganz gelesen ist. DasPlatt
deutsche Hest sich leider nieht so leicht, 

"wie dus von Arnold Dyek, iiberhaupt 
Prof. Thiessens ist nieht so ganz einfach, 
aber dennoch gut. 

Hochaetungsvoll, 
J. Penner 

Winnipeg. 
ZU: RELIGIONSFREIHEIT 
IN DER SOW JETUNION 

In der Kapelle in Darlaten fand im Bei- Der Artikel, ohne durch die Blume 
sein ' aueh seines aus Ottawa gesprochen. ist etwas rosarot, was ja 
herbeigeeilten Sohnes eine schlichte aueh heute Mode ist! Die Mennoniten 
Trauerfeier statt, und eine kleine wie auch andere mussen sieh mit der 
Trauergemeinde aus den ihm wohlgesin- Religionsfreiheit und den 
nten Dorfbewohnern geleitete Vater ans Menschenrechten schon abfinden, 
Grab. gewohnt werden, und die Klappe halten. 

Ais der Sarg in die Erde gesenkt : : Man sagt, der Oxe wird das 
wurde. brach plotzlieh an diesem bis r7 Halsabsehneiden langsam gewohnt, und 
dahim regnerisehen Tag die Sonne aus ' zuletzt tobt er uberhaupt nieht mehr 
den Wolken hervol' und verwandelte den und wird ganz ruhigj 
Friedhof in eine freundliehe Landschaft Herr Peter Dyek meint, dass die 
aus farbigen Blumen und funkelnden Christen im Westen so manehes von den 
Lebensbaumen. In ' so natiirlieher, Briidern und Sehwestern in Russland 
schlichter SehOnheit verabschiedete sich lernen konnen. Ich will die lieben Russen 
die Welt, in der er gelebt. von einem nicht beleidigen, das sei ferne von mir. 
Manne, der selbst gerade das Aber die Landwirtschaft und 
Natiirliehe, das Sehliehte und das Religionsfreiheit. -glaube ich, braueht 
Schone' sein Lebtag gesucht hatte. man da nieht zu studieren. Wenn man es 

Ein Findling und einige Busche und wollte. wtirde man bestimmt Hungers 
Blumen zieren seine Grabstatte auf dem sterben. und so ' ist es auch mit der 
kleinen. anheimelnden Friedhof im Religion in dem Lande. Wo die Gott 
Darlatener Moor . mm lose viel werden. da seufzt die Erde! 

Aus "Der Bote" 
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J. Siemens 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

An den Mennonite Mirror: 
Lesen den MM sehrgerne, freuenuns 

immer wEmn er kommt. Mein mann' kann 
nicht mehr lesen. Die Augen werden 
dunkel, aber ich lese ihm daraUsvor. 
Uns gefiel das Gedicht "Tuesz es 
Tuesz". Uns gefallen audf ' die 
platdeutsehen Geschiehten. Dankefur 
ein interessantes Blatt. 

A. and K. Pauls 
Demaine, SHsk. 

DR. WALTER QUIRING ERWIDERT: . 

Natiirlieh ist Hedi Knoop im Recht 
(J anuary 1981/ 3): Auch eine faehmanniseh 
redigierte moderne menno-deutsche Zeitung 
hlitte heute in Canada keine Zukunft mehr. 
Tempi passati. 

Gleichwohl wurde sich die Herausgabe 
einer solchen Zeitung sehr wohl lohnen, und 
zwar nicht etwa fUr die schrumpfende 
plattdeutsehe Gruppe. wohl aber fUr die 
vielen Leser in Paraguay , Brasilien, 
Uruguay, Argentinien, Bolivien, British Hon, 
duras, Mexico und nieht zuletzt fUr die 
Tausende in , Deutschland Iebenden 
Ruekwanderer aus der Sowjetunion. 

DieVersuche, in puncto Zeitungen , Ver~ 
saumtes naehzuholen, sind mir nieht ' un
bekannt geblieben. Es waren fast heroische 
Anlaufe. die sieh verartdernde Zeiteill,f 
zuholen und endlieh Tritt zu fassen. Das . 
aussichstreichste Unterfangen dieser Art war 
ohne Zweifel das von Arnold Dyek. Seine 
"Warte" hatte Niveau und verspraeh mehr 
flir die Zuk.unft. Der Sehriftleiter
Schriftsteller sah sein Ziel klar vor sich. Was 
ihm zum Dauererfolg fehlte, waren 
qualifizierte Mitarbeiter und eine 
anspruchsvollere Leserschaft. (Ob ich die 
"Warte" gekannt habe? In ihr ersehien 
seinerzeit mein langerer Fluehtbericht 
"Unser Weg zuruck"). 

Die ausserlieh so anmutig aufgemachte 
"Mennonitischen Welt" von Victor Peters 
gehorte meine Sympathie von der ersten 
Ausgabe an. Spater habe ieh seIber sie 
zutode redigiert. Was ihr fehlte. war ein klar 
erkanntes. genau definiertes und eindeutig 
anvisiertes Ziel. erwachsen aus den Notwen
digkeiten der veranderten Lage - Russland, 
Canada. 

.. U nzureichender Informationsstand", 
meint Hedi Knoop. Inkompetent? 
1. Meine Bibliothek in Canada zahlte rund 

280 mennonitica. 
2, In Russland lebte ich un ter ausschliesslich 

Mennoniten. und zwar 28 Jahre lang. 
3, Fast drei Jahre land (zwei Reisen) ging 

ich Forschungearbeiten in Paraguay und 
Brasilien nacho 

4. Achl Jahre lang war ich fUr den Boten" 
verantwortIich. 

5, Es gibt kein Land. in dem Mennoniten 
leben. das ieh nieht fUr Woe hen oder 
Monate besueht hatte, 

6 . Meine seehs Bucher behandeln 
aussehliesslieh mennonitisehe Themen, 

7. Scit Jahren beziehe ieh vier mennonitische 
Blatter, Walter Quiring 



Warum wohnen Sie hier? 

Vielleicht sind Sie hier geboren, vielleicht auch nicht . . 
Sie wohnen aber hier, weil Sie oder Ihre Ahnen erkannten was 
Kanada jedermann zu bieten hat und entschlossen sich aus 
dies em Grunde in Kanada anzusiedeln. Kanada ist ein Land in, 
dem Freiheit herrscht sowie auch ein Land der unbegrenzten 
Moglichkeiten. Kanada ist eine Nation,~ die aIle Menschen, 
gleich welcher Rasse, Religion oder Kultut: respektiert und 
wiIlkommen heisst. Deshalb sind wir Kanadier. 

Multiculturalism .+. Honourable Jim FIt:!1lH1Y L hOflour 3ble Jim Flemmg 
Minis ter of State MUl l5fr e d Etal 

, Multrcul!ural lsm Multlcul !urall sme 1+1 

a 
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our word 
RENAISSANCE, CANADA: 
THE VOICE OF CANADA'S MODERATE MAJORITY? 

In "Our Word" last month Ed Unrau pointed out the 
mistakes that arise from the philosophy and actions of the 
"moral majority" groups in the United States. The present 
editorial is in part a response to a full-page ad placed by 
Renaissance Canada in the Winnipeg Free Press (Jan. 31, 
1981) entitled "Trudeau's Constitution Denies 'Supremacy 
of God'." 

The Renaissance ad must be taken seriously by Men
nonites and other Christians because it mixes motherhood 
statements, Christian sentiments and biblical passages with 
misrepresentations and misleading assumptions. This mix
ture of truth and error is all the more dangerous because it 
has a certain appeal for well-meaning Christians. 

In fairness to Renaissance Canada, the ad expresses con
cerns with regard to the proposed Canadian constitution and 
the kind of country all of us wish to see emerge, concerns 
which many Canadians and Christians share. We all, in
cluding the political parties of Canada, desire individual and 
group freedom. We would all like to see a constitution which 
guarantees human rights and a system and institutions 
which promote all that is good, just, and humane. As Chris
tians we also desire the promotion and encouragement of 
values which reflect the Judeo-Christian tradition. And as 
Mennonites we would be delighted if the new constitution 
would enshrine such Anabaptist principles as pacifism, 
Christian community and discipleship, and guarantees for 
universal social justice and equality! 

1) The Renaissance ad seems to assume that Canada is a 
Christian nation, founded by the Fathers of Confederation on 
Judeo-Christian principles and bases. It is doubtful that 
Canada is any more Christian than any other western coun-. 
try. There are, to be sure, individual Christians and Christian 
churches in Canada, but neither the governments nor the 

,political parties of this country can be called "Christian." 
: Christians and churches l:an and must urge governments to 
: act responsibly, justly and humanely, but they cannot de
' mand and expect non-Christian governments, which are 
; elected by the majority of people to behave like Christians. 
: 2) Does the" Judeo-Christian value system and world view 
: provide the best philosophic guarantee for the rights of 
: everyone, regardless of race, sex, religion or irreligion," as 
: the ad asserts? It might be pointed out that even in Old 
:Testament Israel there was often a lack of justice for the poor 
: and powerless. Numerous passages could be cited to show 
: how often the prophets criticized and opposed oppression 

and wickedness in high places. And the hIstory of the Middle 
Ages from Emperor Constantine on is filled with instances of 
persecution, discrimination, exile, and death against those 
who believed and acted contrary to the "moral majority" in 
power. The Jews, the heretics, the so-called witches, the 
Anabaptists, including Mennonites, were imprisoned and 
martyred in the name of Judeo-Christian principles. 

3) The Renaissance ad purports to be "the voice of 
Canada's moderate majority." This almost sounds as if 
Renaissance Canada is another political party, backed by a 
certain majority of Canada's population. Has Renaissance 
conducted a poll which indicates that it has the "moderate 
majority" on its side and which gives the group authority to 
speak for it? Or does Renaissance simply assume that it has 
a mandate to speak for all "moderate" Christians? If the 
answer is yes to these questions, we need some evidence to 
this effect. 

4) Renaissance is being neither Christian nor fair - but its 
taste is questionable - when it refers to Mr. Trudeau's per
sonal and family affairs ("The Canadian people is no wide
eyed flowerchild ready to submit to a seducer 's ego-tripping 
plans for a July First 'Constitution-al Baby' to compliment 
the 'Christmas Day babies' at home!" (sic). This is stooping 
low, to say the least. 

5) The "five principles of freedom," which Renaissance 
wishes to see enshrined in the new constitution, are ,not 
without problems. On the surface it might appear to be 
desirable to enshrine such things as, "moral accountability" 
and the state's mandate to reward "well-doing" and punish 
"evil." But who is to decide what is moral, good and evil? 
What may be moral, good and evil for one, might not be so 
for another. It might be asked whether all Christians would 
agree to the Renaissance definition of moral, good and evil. 

6) The Renaissance group is committing a major error in 
trying to impose its beliefs and values on the rest of Cana
dians. It claims to have the answers to the questions of what 
is right and wrong, of what is Judeo-Christian and'of what is 
good and bad for the rest of us. It forgets that Christian prin
ciples cannot be imposed upon individuals or states. If our 
views and beliefs are to be tolerated by others, we should be 
prepared to extend tolerance and freedom to believe or not to 
believe to our fellow human beings. The gospel of Christ 
must be free and freely accepted by those who wish to live by 
it. Coercion, pressure, and all manner of force and violence 
(including verbal) is un-Christian and certainly against Men
nonite beliefs as well Harry Loewen 

Your full service home Centre 

• • • 
1126 Henderson Hwy. Phone 668-4470 

POlET lUMBER & SUPPLY lTD. 
LUMBER • HARDWARE • FLOOR COVERING • DRAFTING AND DESIGN 
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business and professional directory 

.G. K. BRAUN INSURANCE SERVICES-LTD·~-'-I 
LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

CB INCLUDING AUtOPAC "'''C'''''' .... , ..... _ , ........ 

For service. phone or come to; 

. Box 130. 171 Donald 51.. R rn . 301 
Winnipeg. Man, R3C IM4 
Phone: 942-6171 

Rosenor! . Man , ROG 1 WO 
Phone 1-746-8411 

Thorne 
Riddell 

• 

Chartered Accountants 
3011-380 8roadwlY 

Wlnlllp.lI. M~I'I~ 
R3C OA9 

relephon. 957·1710 

OFFICES IN 
ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES IN CANADA 

._--------------------------

BUS . 745·6014 
RES. 745·3698 

BROOKDALE AGENCIES 
SPECIALIZING IN FARM PROPERTY 

PAUL 
KLASSEN 

Broker 
• 

35 ist St. S.W. 
CARMAN. MANITOBA 

Member of the W!mipeg Real Estate Board ROG OJO 

RESIDENTIAL e COMMERCIAL' INDUSTRIAL 

CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD. 
" CRUSADER" CHAIN LINK FENCE " PARIS PLAYGROUND EQUIP, 

GALVANIZED VINYL COATED TENNIS COURT FENCES 
BASEBALL BACK STOPS - NETS & POSTS 

381 8 WILKES AVE. WPG. R3S 1A9 

GSORGE THIESSEN 895·0202 

?lta9flaklte '4 (ilhhii~ 
Seetlt~9 S~pe 

in the Boardwalk Mall 339·2023 

• Zwicky Thread 
• Calicos 
• Quilting Supplies 
• Fashion Fabrics 
• Classes in: Quilting, 

Tailoring & Bishop Sewing Method 
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Garth P. Reimer 
Barri$ter, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CAMFIB -LL, MAXWELL, KOZMINSKI & JACKIEW 
400·208 Edmonton Street 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1 R7 

Telephone 942·3~{1 1 Residence 475-5655 

WILLIAM MARTENS 

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR 

801·330 Portage Avenue 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R3e OC4 

Telephone 943-4427 

----------------- .... - .. . - .. -~--

Rutledge· Unger. Jenion 
Barristers & Solicitors 

Phone 888·3204 
214·2281 PORTAGE AVE. R3J OM1 

Mr, Fred Rutledge 
Mr, Abe Unger 
Mr. Robert Jenlon 

L.L.B. 
L.L.B. 
L.L.B. 

JOHN FEHR INSURANCE 
1110 Hend rson Highway 
Phon : 338·7811 

HOM OWN RS PACKAGE 

OMM RCIAL • FIRE · LIFE 

- Call us for a Quotation for all your Insurance needs -

~~ c 
/ 

WJNNIPEG WELDING SUPPLIES LTD. 
45 ARCHIBALD STREET. WIN~r~EGt MANITOBA 

R2J OV7 

PETER W. DOERKSEN 
Business 233·3434 
Residence 269·3877 
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c 
and you welcomed me 
Anythi ng you did for one of my brothers here, 
however humble, you did for me. (Matt. 25:40) 

The Chri st -- born In a strange 
town in a borrowed stable. 
His pa rents, refugees from 
persecut ion, fled with the infant 
to the foreign land of Egypt. As an 
adult He had no place to lay His head. 

To celebrate HiS binh thi s season 
let us also assis t strangers. 
As we receive strangers 
we welcome Chi·ist. 

Mennon ite Central Commi ttee 
2 ' Sou '.h 12111 St reet 
Akron. Penn sylvania. i 7501 
or 
MCC (Canada) 
20 1·1 483 PemiJl na Hr9hway 
Winnipeg Man':oba R3T 203 

., Temporary ShejterslQ Afric.a) 


	MM10-07a.PDF.pdf
	MM10-07b

