


Anything you did for one of my brothers here, 
however humble, you did for me. (Matt. 25:40) 

When the monsoon rains come to Bangladesh 
the rice fields stretch green and fertile 
and hands are busy 
planting and transplanting the precious rice. 
In other years drought or floods prevent a harvest. 

Since 1970 Mennonites have worked 
side by side with the resourceful 
people of Bangladesh, sharing ideas for 
ways to grow more food-
planting nutritious winter crops, 
seeking improved vari~ties of rice seed. 

In a land where growing population and 
limited food production leave many malnourished, 
the opportunity to produce food 
is the gift of food to the hungry. 

Mennonite Central Committee 
21 South 12th Street 
Akron, Pennsylvania 17501 
or 
201 -1 483 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2C8 
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A Recording by 
Sargent Avenue Mennonite Church Choir 

Conductor, Bernie Neufeld 

A vailable from 
Faith & Life Communications 

1483 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2C9 

Price: $7.98 (includes postage and handling) 

BLOCK BROS. REAL TV 
We can help you reach your goal! . We have th;l 
necessary tools needed to help you do just that. I 

• Top notch training program, • Referral service . 
• Unique catalogue service. • Incentive commission schedule . 

• Computer network. 

Experienced and inexperienced, please call: 

BLOCK BROS. REALTY LTD. 339-1911 
1382 Henderson Highway John Schroeder, Manager 
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From among the several dozen entries 
to the September puzzle. K. Derksen of 
Morris was selected the winner. 

A cash prize has been sent. 
The answers to the October Mix-Up 

are glean, grain. yield. gather. vintage. 
and giving. 

The letters are to be re-arranged and 
written in the squares to form words. 
Letters which fall into the squares with 
circles are to be arranged to complete 
the answer at the bottom of the puzzle; 
the drawing to the right provides a clue. 

A winner will be drawn at random from 
among the contest entries and the prize 
awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror of
fice by November 24, 1980. 

Name 

Address 

Town/City 

Postal Code 

Send Entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203 - 818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg. Manitoba R3G ON4 
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THEOLOGY PROG 

1980-81 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

The Bachelor of Theology Program 

Theology is for every Christian. CMBC's three-year 
theology program, leading to the B.Th. degree, provides 
a good background for working through day-to-day 
eth ical al')d vocational decisions. It also provides a good 
base for a liberal arts degree and for further theological 
training. 

In keeping with the Anabaptist/Mennonite tradition, the 
core of CMBC's theology program consists of biblical 
studies. The experiences of the church in the past, and 
tbe reflections of Christian thinkers, past and present, 
are also emphasized. Church history (including Menno
nite studies), theology (contemporary and systematic), 
and ethics form an integral 'part of the program of 
studies. Each graduate is also required to engage in some 
area of practical theology. 

A selection of arts courses forms a setting and back
ground for the study of theology: Anthropology, Econo
mics, English, German, Greek, History, Music, Philoso
phy, Psychology. Sociology. 

CMBC is an approved teaching centre of the University 
of Manitoba. This arrangement makes it possible to earn 
up to two years credit towards a university degree while 
working towards a B.Th. degree at CMBC. 

CANADIAN MENNONITE BIBLE COLLEGE 
600 Shilftesbury Blvd. Winnipeg Can. R3P OM4 (204)888·6781 
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UNLIMITED LOVE 
PEANUT TlDRST 

"Some men thirst after money, others 
after fame, but what do all men thirst 
after?" asked the speaker, pausing dra
matically. 

~!2r.lonite · · r T llrror A .girl who had several boyfriends 
was asked by each of them: "Do you love 
me?" and she answered "Yes" to every 
one. 

This went on for many a year, but she 
died an old maid. 

"Salted peanuts," shouted Terry from ' ~=============:: the back of the hall. ~ 

Moral: Don't love everybody. Specialize. 

WHATEVER AMOUNT 
YOU SAVE, 
SAVE IT AT 
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One man's sons: 
the Enns brothers look back 
at the father who shaped 
their lives 
by Mary M. Enns 
Mary Enns, a Mirror staff writer,inter
views the five male members of the re
markable J.H. Enns family. 

For a few years, back in the 1930s, 
when Mennonite clergy were paid more 
with ·love than with money, (and not 
always with love), Bishop John H. Enns 
may have · wondered how he would pro
vide shoes for all his five sons. However, 
somehow he managed, and today those 
shoes are filled by men who are making 
their mark in the world. Bishop Enns, 
like any good parent, tried to point each 
pair of shoes in a certain direction, but 
the path actually taken was ultimately 
decided by the sons themselves, for he 
encouraged each to make his own choice 
in life. 

Preachers kids they were, all their 
lives; first Ernie, then Sig, Thelma, 
Marlies, John, Harry and Henri. And 
because their preacher father became 
responsible for the spiritual care of some 
30 widely separated congregations in 
Manitoba, to which he had to travel with 

\ horse and buggy, or train, the kids 
didn't get to play ball with their father 
often. 
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Those were lean, . very lean years. 
"Somehow we never felt deprived 
though. Many people were in our posi
tion. Ours were very happy childhoods. 
The formative years of adolescence in 
the very core of t4e city, the slums of 
Alexander and Pacific A venues, could 
have been devastating. But we were a 
happy family. Even though our father 
was away a great deal we always felt his 
love. Most of our experiences were 
within the family. We were our own com
munity club." 

Could their strong personal drive, and 
the creative, artistic instinct in all seven 
of them have its roots in the early pover
ty which they experienced? Did the 
drive begin as a form of escape, and then 
continue as the means to new dis
coveries? Regardless of the drive's 
. origins, all the members of this family 
have become deeply involved in music 
and theatre and in the sOcial and 
political life of Manitoba. 

They learned to sing as small children 
on their father's arm. Mother played the 
piano, father the violin. Both mother 
and father encouraged poetry and the 
reciting (aufsagen) of it at home and in 
church. Their mother was a strong 

figure in the family. A teacher in her 
own right, she was not afraid to 
challenge her husband when she thought 
it was necessary. "But I don't remember 
friction between our parents," says Sig. 

I i "However, the many unexpected guests 
were hard for mother to cope with. She 
was a modest women. For example, 
when our father went to Ottawa to 
receive the Order of Canada in 1970 she 
preferred not to accompany him, saying: 
"I would have to wear a long gown. And 
my English is too poor". 

Was their father the gentle, loving per
son that he seemed to be in public? "He 
found it hard to discipline us." says 
John, "He would return from his 30 Ort
schaften, a bit of candy or chocolate in 
his pockets for us, and mother would tell 
him of this misdemeanour or that. And 
then, three or four days after the wrong
doing, the culprit would be taken into 
his study. "Oh my, yes, the walloping 
followed." (Ernie agrees here with a 
strange heartiness.) "But we didn't 
seem to resent him for this." 

When they would go somewhere in the 
evening, father would often say to the 
children. "Remember who you are!" 
How did they interpret this advice? Sig 



The Enns brothers: John (at piano), Sig, Ernie, Harry, and Henri 

replies: "There was no snobbery in this 
remark. He didn't mean this because we 
were his sons, or even preacher's kids, 
but rather in terms of our own self
worth." 

Bishop Enns was considered a unique 
man. It must have had something to do 
with his deep sense of service. "Father's 
unrelenting sense of accountability and 
service to the church, and to human be-
ings, was our best example in how to fill 
out our spare time in activities beyond 
those that earn our bread and butter." 
Besides the 30 congregations in which 
he took turns preaching and counselling, 
Rev. Enns organized Sunday school, a 
Saturday German school arid a Bible 
training class which closed only after 
the Canadian Mennonite Bible College 
opened. Together with Rev. Abram 
Peters, a staunch Mennonite Brethren, 
he taught, in total harmony, a weekly Bi
ble class for nurses and staff of the old 
Concordia Hospital. 

In an article written after the death of 
Rev. Enns, Roy Vogt, who worked with 
Rev. Enns for several years, observed: 
"He was the guiding spirit of the First 
Mennonite Church of Winnipeg for more 
than three decades during ,which time 

the membership of this congregation in
creased from less than 100 to 1,300, 
making it one of the largest congr-e
gations in the 'world Mennonite brother
hood ... It was his positive and , yet 
powerful vision of the Christian faith 
which more than anything else prompt
ed me and hundreds of others to, commit 
ourselves to a life of Christian 
discipleship." This in spite of the fact 
that they were not always in total agree
ment. 

Rev. Enns' sense of tolerance was 
another part of his uniqueness. When 
each of his sons (most probably his 
daughters as well) married he would say 
"If you have chosen her, we choose her 
too". And when that choice included a 
non-Mennonite. as it did in Henri's case, 
he lovingly advised Henri to join 
Marie's church, even though .she had 
bravely joined the choir and was learn
ing to sing the German songs of the 
First Mennonite church. "Mennonites 
aren't the only ones who will get, to 
heaven," he said. 

His weakness? His sons agree he w~s 
a stubborn man. Having thought a Illat
ter through tarefully, he was convi9~ed 
he was right. Were there some cases 

when father and sons disagreed on prin
ciples and issues? "No, not clashes," 
says Henri, "there was always too great 
a distance for that; distance created by 
his busyness. He wasn't the television 
father. We weren't physically that close. 
There were differences of opinion, but 
these did not become great conflicts. 

"One of Dad's disappointments in his 
.five sons would have been that none 
(ollowed him into the ministry."Twice 
Ernie was approved by churchrepresen
tatives and twice he decided against it. · 

. aarry also considered it. Then came the 
.time in 1966 when he was appointed 
Manitoba's Minister of Agriculture. 

, "Dad," he called, "Dad, I've finally 
made it. I'm a minister." Not without 
humour and a touch of pride came the 
answer: "No; son, that wasn't the kind of 
ministry 1 had in mind." 

Harry reflects: "i don't remember a 
I great deal of counselling from our father. 
. He, ecouraged us to make our own 
choices. 

,. And what were their choices? Today 
Ernie is Executive Vice-President, of 
Monarch Industries, USA. In addition to 3S 
years of service with this compaDy, he 
has been extremely active for 40 years in 
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the choir of First Mennonite Church, be- and I very much doubt if I would have 
ing its director for 20 years. He also had been attracted to politics if I'd been in 
major responsibilities with the Win- the city." Any aspirations to a federal 
nipeg Philharmonic Choir, the Winnipeg cabinet post? "No," he smiles, "The 
Symphony, as well as with the Men's chances there are considerably slimmer. 
Musical Club. He has been chairman of Besides I very much enjoy exactly what 
the Crosstown Credit Union and is cur- I'm ' doing here." Ernie likes to explain 
rently the chairman of Eden Mental the reason for Harry's success in his 
Health Centre. He was also a city alder- first nomination. Sitting among the con
man for a number of years. Siegfried stituents, big brother overheard two old 
(Sig) is executive director, Concordia gentlemen, farmers, seated in front of 
Hospital, and chairman of the Manitoba him, discussing the three candidates, 
Hu~an Rights Commission. During the Mitchell, Castle and Enns; "Hey Joe, do 
Diefenbaker years he was a member of you spell Mitchell with a double L?" 
Parliament. He has been involved in "Oh I don't know, Fred. But is Castle 
choir, church council and as Sunday spelled with a K or a C?" Head scratch
school superintendent. John is a pro- ing. Then, "Aw heck, let's vote for 
vincial court judge. Extra curricularly Enns." 
he is the president of Winnipeg Menno- Harry found himself in an unac
nite Thtlatre, and has been active in customed quandry. "In their campaign 
choir and church council. Harry; speeches the other chaps were making 
Minister of Government Services, Auto- lengthy references to their military 
pac, Telephone, and Public Insurance, backgrounds. I racked my brain sear
was also active in the First Mennonite ching for evidence of military service 
Church in choir and youth organization. within our own family. My difficulty in
He owns and lives at the Double H creased when the only person I could 
Ranch in Woodlands. Henri is principal refer to was my brother-in-law Horst, 
at River Heights Junior High and choir and he had fought for the other side." 
director for the past 16 years at A close-knit family they make a point 
Rosedale United Church. He is past- of never intruding upon each others 
president of ACTRA and musical direc- private lives. Do they support each 
tor of Hollow Mug Productions. other in their professions?" Yes, fully." 

In our interview we return to the in- Has Conservative political involvement 
fIuence of their father upon his sons. been advantageous to the rest?" "No," 
What was his particular strength? "One Sig maintains, "I don't know of one in
of his strongest characteristics was his stance in which the influence of one of us 
humility. He was the most committed has been to the betterment of the 
Christian that we as a family have others." 
known. Yet he launched out boldly, Harry is disturbed with the next ques
holding firmly to something he was con- tion: With your Anabaptist background 
vinced about. An extremely avid reader, how do you reconcile your involvement 
he felt compelled as a teacher and with Conservative politics? "When", he 
preacher to continue to acquire knowl- asks, "will we recognize that a great 
edge. His keen mind and curiosity also many of the finer things that the radi
led him to question things that were cals have fought for over the years in 
happening. This made him unpopular for this country have been achieved in 
a decade. Still, he encouraged questions. terms of freedoms, and the rights that 
This meant rocking the boat in troubled we enjoy, and the social conscience we 
waters, because it was considered 'taboo r, endorse? I believe in the preservation of 
and unchristian' to ask questions." \! the sort of climate thai allows the in-

"But our father was an optomist" one dividual to develop and congregations to 
of his sons continued. He had a strong maintain themselves. I see in the left, 
sense of belief in the goodness of man as the Socialist side, if you like, a far 
a creation of God. Things can tempo- greater danger, threatening the values 
rarily go sour, but basically there's that we with our Anabaptist roots con
something in each of us that makes us sider important. I consider my support 
want to become good." And what would~ of a conservative philosophy as being 
he have felt, we asked, if his sons had extremely important to the survival of 
grown into pompus individuals, running our particular Mennonite values. We've 
to self-importance? "He would have been here a little too long. We take too 
been quiet about it, hoping that some- much for granted. We- forget why our 
one, something in life would set that in- families moved here from Russia, to 
dividual straight." regain and preserve some degree of in-

Today four of the brothers are totally dividual freedom." 
urbanized but proud of their rural roots. Should Mennonites participate in 
Arriving in Canada from Russia with on- politics and in legal contestations? Sig 
ly Ernie and Sig, the Enns family settled says: "participation in politics I would 
in St. Elizabeth-where-the other siblings say, if you want good men to stay out of 
were born, except for Henri who was politics there are plenty of others who 
born in Winnipeg. "My rural roots have will move in. We should encourage 
stood me in good stead, "says Harry," rather than discourage participation." 
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"I think," says John, "that traditions 
from Menno Simons time onward, for 
Mennonites to be 'die Stillen im Lande', 
stem from the very different political 
and legal conditions which existed in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries in 
Europe. The courts were not nearly as 
open and accessible to the average liti~ 
gent. The expense and legal fees were 
prohibitive and it discouraged people 
from going to court." 

They have obviously thought about 
what they are doing. As they pose bYli 
grand piano, with Judge Enns providing 
the accompaniment, one is impressed by 
the verve and style with which these five 
men imbue every undertaking. They are 
serious, and conscious of their dignity; 
but one also senses that behind that 
recital-stance there are five slightly 
mischievous souls l/lughing quietly at 
themselves. mm 

People who 
move, 
shouldn't 
break 

• mirrors. • • 

... tell us when you 
move so that you're 
subscription won't be 
broken 

To change your address simply cut 
out the mailing label which appears 
on this magazine, and affix it to the 
space below: 

Aryd write in your new a?dress: 

Street __________ _ 

City/town ________ _ 

Postal code ___ _ ____ _ 

And send it to our office: 

Mennonite Mirror 
203 - 818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg R3G ON4 



John Martens 

Genes in the bank are an investlllent 
to protect the world's cereal crops 
by Ed Unrau 

Survival and danger are two words 
few people would use to describe the 
work of a plant scientist. After all, 
breeding new plants is a matter of pains
taking attention to detail and infinite pa
tience involving years of work in the 
greenhouse; if there is excitement it 
comes from breeding a better plant. 

The "raw material" of the plant scien
tist's work are genes, and new plant 
types are bred by manipulating the 
selection of genes so that the new plant 
has improved characteristics of disease 
resistance, yield, nutritional quality, etc. 

But the genes the plant breeder uses 
can be collected, and it is here where the 
plant scientist's work becomes adven
turous and dangerous. 

In order to get the genetic material he 
needs, the plant scientist searches the 
areas of the world where the species 
originated. This requires botanical or 
plant collecting expeditions. Because 

the benefits of breeding programs are so 
obvious it would appear that foreign 
countries would welcome a collection ex
pedition and that such a trip would be no 
more strenuous than an extended holi-
day. . 

Dr. John W. Martens, a plant patholo
gist at the Canada Agriculture research 
station in Winnipeg, has participated in 
five plant collecting expeditions m the 
past decade and will tell anyone that 
such expeditions are not for the faint
hearted. 

"A day in the life of a gene collecting 
expedition is always loaded with antici
pation: what will the collection be like to
day? will we find a super-gene? where 
will we eat and sleep? what will we 
drink? will the tires blow again? will 
local government officials, police and ar
my be co-operative? what will we do if 
local residents are hostile? 

"Perhaps my most frightening ex
perience was the time in Syria when a 

colleague and I were detained by securi
ty forces while they checked to make 
sure we were not spies or subversives." 

"You are often in danger of being 
robbed by local bandits, because our 
clothes, equipment and activity clearly 
mark us as outsiders who may have 
something valuable." 

Another aspect of such expeditions is 
unscrambling government red tape not 
only in the countries to be visited but 
also in Canada, to make sure that pass
ports, visas, and travel arrangements 
are in order. 

Dr. Martens said that requests to 
enter foreign countries for plant collec
ting expeditions are increasingly being 
met with suspicion. For example, some 
nationals have complained that the ad
vanced nations are going into their coun
tries and taking away valuable genetic 
information without paying for it and 
then using the material to breed new 
crops which will then be sold back to the 
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countries which supplied the genetic 
material in the first place. Although the 
majority of these countries don't have 
facilities for sophisticated plant 

) breeding programs, they nevertheless 
understand the value of their genetic 
resources and are beginning to control 
access to it. 

If the problems are so great, why 
bother? 

Dr. Martens can give many examples 
to illustrate, but one will serve as an ex
ample in this article. Older Mennonite 
farmers will remember the years when 
wheat rust was an ever-present danger 
- a major infestation could wipe out the 
whole crop_ 

Plant science discovered that rust 
resistance is something that can be bred 
into a plant and careful breeding has 
resulted in the development of wheats 
like Selkirk and Neepawa that have 
maintained their rust-resistance for 
almost three-decades. 

At the same time Dr. Martens points 
out that these vast fields of rust
resistant wheat are such a tempting 
target for the negative forces in nature, 
that plant scientists must assume that 
the organisms which cause rust will 
eventually crack the resistance protec
tion. 

Although part of plant science's task 
is to monitor the rust resistance of this 
type of wheat for signs that the resist
ance is breaking down, another part of 
the task is to build up genetic infor
mation banks that can be used to breed 
new strains. 

Dr. Martens said plant scientists are 
in a continuing battle with the negative 
side of nature and in order to fight back 
the scientist has to identify suitable 
genetic material to keep just one step 
ahead of nature. 

The grain crops currently grown in 
Canada and the developed countries are 
for the most part imported from the" old 
world" of Europe and the Mediterranean 
region. They are first the product of six 
to seven thousands of years of natural 
selection as well as products of recent 
plant science breeding programs. Thus 
the genetic information the current 
grain types contain is not "originaL" 

According to Dr. Martens "it's neces
sary to go back to Genesis in both the 
biblical and the biological sense - for 
that original genetic information. The 
regions around the Mediterranean are 
generally thought to be where the 
domestication of cereal crops began. So 
it is natural that it is around the 
Mediterranean where we should look for 
plants containing 'original' genetic 
material. 

"When we bring back seeds from 
those ancient plants, we are back at 
Genesis in a biological sense because we 
tben have plants with a great diversity 
of r Iiltlwly unmodified genes that are 
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the result of thousands of years of natu
ral selection. We grow these plants and 
start identifying and classifying those 
characteristics which contribute to 
disease resistance, yield, hardiness, and 
so on. By finding what genes control 
these desired characteristics we can 
then start planning to build them into 
our modern strains. 

"Here is another way that we go back 
to Genesis in the biological sense: we use 
original genetic information and com
bine it with ancient and modern plant 
material to end up with a new strain, one 
that did not exist before." 

One of the most important compo
nents of a plant scientist's program is 
the genetic material he has to work with. 
The major grain growing countries all 
maintain banks of this material and to 
some extent share the information with 
each other. The research station in Win
nipeg has one of Canada's plant gene 
storage facilities. It's basically a 

. refrigerated, humidity-controlled room 

. full of boxes and bags of seeds. Dr. 
Martens opened one of the boxes, pulled 
out one of the envelopes inside, and 
dropped several seeds into his hand. The 
seeds were from a grass plant and col
lected during one of his expeditions. 
"This kind of seed can be worth millions 
When we need its genetic information to 
improve a crop." 

Leaving the storage room he later said 
"although there is a high level of risk in 
a gene collecting expedition, the poten
tial benefit is equally high. The big 
motivator is that something really good 
will come - a gene we've needed, the 
assembly of enough rust-resistant genes 
to hold the disease at bay - the trouble 
is you don't know where you will find it. 

"So the excitement and the suspense 
- the flow of adrenalin if you like -can 
be sustained because the answer might 
be in the next collection. It's a little like 
looking for gold nuggets: you know they 
are in the gravel along the stream, but 
the question is which stream?" 

Dr. Martens said that collecting 
plants for their genetic information has 
taken on a sense of urgency. In many of 
the developing countries around the 
Mediterranean, modern agriculture is 
continuing to make inroads and as far
mer's fields get larger and traditional 
crops are replaced by scienctifically-bred 
varieties, naturally occurring stands of 
genetically valuable plants are rapidly 
disappearing. 

One of the things which has kept Dr. 
Martens interested in his work is his 
farm background. He sees many of the 
plants science problems in terms of what 
they mean to the person who tills the 
soil and who earns his living from it. 

Dr. Martens grew up on a farm some
where between Kleefeld and St. Pierre. 
When he stopped going to school 
Without finishing high school he con-

tinued to work the land. The end of 
public school did not mean the end of his 
formal education: he enrolled in the argi
culture diploma course at the University 
of Manitoba, finishing in 1954. A year 
later he landed a job as a research techni
cian at the Canadian Agriculture 
research station to work on a project 
relating to sunflower diseases. This was 
the beginning of his research career. 

Between the years 1955 and 1962 Dr. 
Martens completed his high school and 
his bachelor's degree along with his 
work at the research station and the 
farm. At the end of this period his super
visor encouraged him to enter a 
graduate studies program, which he did. 
For two years and eight months Dr. 
Martens said he worked harder than he 
had ever worked before to earn his doc
toral degree in plant pathology from the 
University of Wisconsin. In 1965 he 
landed his present job. 

Although he has reluctantly given up 
most of his farming activity and was 
unable to fulfill a desire to accept an 
MCC assignment, Dr. Martens des
cribes his career as "unusually rich." He 
has accepted assignments in developing 
countries with the Canadian Interna
tional Development Agency, has partici
pated in five gene collecting expeditions, 
and has felt the excitement of finding 
ways to stop disease from ravaging the 
plants we depend on for food. mm 
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Canadian H utterites 
visit their Japanese brethren 

~y Hilda Matsuo 

Three Canadian Hutterites visited 
their brethren in far away Japan last 
February. Situated in the heart of 
Japan's vacation country, some 140 km. 
north of Tokyo, is "Owa" Hutterite col
ony. Colony members' original contact 
with Christianity came from Menno
nites. In the course of time some of the 
original members at "Owa" began to see 
Christianity as a communal faith and in 
fact practised it. They shared their feel
ing with a Mennonite missionary. He in 
tum placed them in contact with Hut
terites from his home around Coaldale, 
Alberta, and before long "Owa" came to 
be established. 

The idea of having a rural colony came 
from Hutterites in Canada. They felt 
that Christian communal life couldn't 
survive in an urban setting. The 
Japanese felt that their land prices were 
too high, but then financial assistance 
was offered and accepted. Some twelve 
to fifteen acres of land now support a 
small group of just over twenty .Japan
ese Hutterites. 

Joshua Hofer from Elie's James Val
ley colony in Manitoba and Albertans 
Mike Stahl and Samuel Waldner, both 
ministers, made their inspection tour of 
the sister colony last spring; Until then 
there had been less direct contact, 
although individuals from Japan had 
visited Canada to learn about the every
day functioning of a Hutterite colony. 

Joshua Hofer was keen about the in
dustry of the Japanese Hutterites. They 
had cleared a jungle of growth to raise 
food while other necessities came from 
the sale of eggs and chickens. Hofer 
found himself less than enthusiastic, 
however, about the tea they drank. "I'm 
telling you," he says, " it was so clear 
you could read a newspaper through it!" 
Like other westerners he thought that 
tea was dark brown. Like the rest of us 
he didn't know that unfermented leaves 
provide a light-coloured brew only. Mike 
Stahl had another problem. At seventy 
years of age he was rather accustomed 

to wearing shoes around the house and 
continued to do so in Japan, until a sign 
hastily drawn up in German strongly 
pointed out that the wearing of shoes in
doors was forbidden! 

What did the Japanese think of their 
visitors? A twenty-four-page booklet 
describing the visit of the Canadians 
gives a graphic account. A prayer by a 
grade five student is a sample of how the 
tall, bearded strangers struck members 
of the Japanese colony. Further impres
sions by other colony members follow, 
but here is HajimeKikuta's prayer . . 

"O-ha-yo (hello) is the hearty greeting 
of brother Joshua. 
Brother Mike greets us as well. 
Brother Samuel greets us in German. 
'Guten Morgen' 
The three greet us most cordially. 
Brother Joshua and brother Mike 
tousle my hair. 
In Canada this is considered a 
loving act. 
Listening to the prayer of Brother 
Samuel before and after dinner leaves 
me with a warm feeling. 
I, too, would like to pray like him." 
Isomi Iseki, a scholarly old man, 

writes of his impressions. After ten 
years, on February 27, Tokyo's Narita 
Airport sees the arrival of the Canadian 
Hutterites.-"We wondered with great 
interest what kind of men they would be 
and in what kind of attire they would 
come. Samuel Waldner, at 84, seemed a 
natural choice," says Iseki. "He was 
chosen from among 300 colonies. For 
more than ten years Waldner has been 
sending sermons, letters and literature 
to Japan on a weekly basis. Mike, he 
says, "is a gentle yet dignified man. 
Once during their three-week stay in 
Japan Mike Stahl called his wife and she 
said, 'You sound so happy-did you just 
get married?' " 

The third man, he says, was Joshua 
Hofer-the man who made the break
through possible, a man of influence. 
When Iseki visited the colony in Elie he 
remembered being amazed at the 
unusual sight of people who looked like 

cabinet ministers of a country appearing 
one after another. 

Iseki goes on. "It's Sunday morning 
and I feel again the charming spiritual
ity of Christian worship. Even now I can 
hear the bells of St. Peter's Cathedral in 
Rome reverberate in the early dawn. In 
front of the wide plaza buses and street 
cars stop suddenly for people going to 
worship. 

"This morning the worship is a joint 
one with our Hutterite teachers. When 
we W&llted to build our house of worship 
we went out of town, through a village, 
went up and around the east hill and 
then cleared an area by chopping down 
cedars. One group built a road while 
another set about building a log cabin 
with cedar logs. This cabin was named 
our house of worship. How can one for
get the richness of their voices when the 
three preachers sang together-The 
sound drifting into .the air like smoke. 
Our souls, enchanted by the singing, 
now attend the pentecost worship. The 
Reverend Waldner, far from his native 
land, preaches earnestly as if above the 
clouds and protected by angels." 

Iseki then describes the drawing of 
lots. 

"Thrift and diligence which form the 
traditional Hutterite way of life, we 
understand, but there is one thing that 
is difficult to comprehend-'the drawing 
of lots', as written in Acts 1:21-26. In it 
the disciples of the Lord Jesus draw lots 
to fill the vacancy of the 12th apostle. 
Here in our age we still follow the prac
tice-in this age of electronic computers. 

"However, at the worship service on 
March 9, it was unexpectedly suggested 
that 'This morning we shall select an 
assistant to the Reverend Iseki, a second 
minister for Owa Colony'. 

"My understanding of 'drawing lots' 
was simply drawing straws out oh hat, 
but in reality, all women are asked to 
leave the place of worship; only baptized 
men remain, read from the Bible, and 
earnestly pray to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for selection. Needless to say, it is 
neither democratic nor superstitious. 
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Everyone carries out the Lord's work in 
earnest and in so doing we have a tradi
tion both beautiful and pious. 

"The lot at last was drawn and the 
choice was FumioKikuta. Here at Owa 
colony we have neither a new religion 
nor a new church, but the following of a 
tradition of 450 years as we formally 
select a minister. 

"The 82-year-old Kikuta went to 
Canada four years ago and was confirm
ed. He was entrusted with the great task 
of gospel teaching in Japan." 

Then comes the new minister's assess
ment of the situation. Fumio Kikuta 
speaks: 

"The Lord said, 'Prophets are re
spected everywhere outside their home
land and their home.' Now in the Hutter
ite communal body, those kindred 
spirits who grew up together, sometimes 
with running noses, are gathered at this 
serious worship service. Once elected as 
a minister, he is a representative of the 
body, valued as a person who inherits 
the spirit of the prophet, and acts posi
tively. 

"The reverend Samuel Waldner who 
at 84 is an imposing figure was elected 
because he was meant to be elected. 
Then he felt that he was an instrument 
of God and never lost the feeling. 

"When I think of that time when I was 
elected, and was almost overwhelmed 
with my inadequacies I realize my fears 
were unfounded and am filled with grati
tude." 

Nobu Aiswa's recollections of the visit 
are taken from her dairy. 

"On February 28, at 6:00 p.m., the 
visitors arrived at Owa. Everyone 
gathered round and shook hands, deeply 
moved by the meeting, and expressed 
their joy in loud voices and with tears. 
Adults and children hugged the visitors. 

"March 9, after the worship service, 
the second minister was elected. This 
joyful news was transmitted by interna
tional telephone to the brothers and 
sisters in all the colonies in Canada. Mr 
Joshua who made the call had tears of 
joy." 

Toshi Tabuchi gives another feminine 
impression. 

"Changing from chairs to Tatami 
mats, from a western style bath to a 
Japanese style 'furo', having to take off 

ones shoes before entering a room, I'm 
sure caused difficulties a number of 
times. We ordered special size quilts(2.2 
metres) and they were as happy as child
ren when they were laid on the tatami 
(flooring). They said that the home-made 
bread and cakes were tastier than those 
in Canada. For just about everything we 
had to gesticulate, at times with our 
feet. 

"In this way, being able to understand 
all of their concerns or anxieties gave us 
the greatest pleasure and we were very 
happy." 

Another woman, Masako Watabe, 
who visited Canada, writes of her 
impressions. She had hoped for a visit 
from Canada and at last her dreams 
were realized. 

As a matter of fact we really welcomed 
the three guests from Canada. This was 
a great event. In Canada I learned two 
or three German dialects but felt 
somewhat helpless in translating and 
was continually in a cold sweat. The ex
change of words mixed with the swelling 
of one's spirit resulted in an inexpress
ible joy. I overcame that because the 
tenderness of the hearts of these men 
helped me in the unravelling of my mind. 
But one point in my belief stands out 
like steel-'God's chosen people'-a 
point which, whether I wanted to or not, 
I had to acknowledge." 

The "Martha" of the Japanese en
counter also has her say. She is Sachiko 
Iseki, likely one of the reverend minister 
Iseki's four daughters. 

"With the interpreter Mr. Tomura. 
and the young and old men and women, 
we numbered 26 at table.-Mr. K., as if 
moved by God, sent food items from 
Takuyama. Among the delicacies were 
grasshoppers in soy sauce paste (grass
hopper tsukudani). I well remember Mr. 
Joshua eating this saying, 'Just like 
John the Baptist.' 'For the rendering of 
this service not only supplies the wants 
of the saints but also overflows in many 
thanksgiving to God' (2 Corinthians 
10:12)" 

Mr. Joshua Hofer, the hearty colourful 
individual who administers the ship
shape affiars of James Valley Colony in 
Elie came in for a few remarks in Nobuo 
Hashimoto's conclusions on the Cana
dians' visit. 

On his return to Canada, Hofer des-' 
cribed vividly his own frustration with 
the way in which the plans for setting 
the colony up in beekeeping went astray. 
There just aren't that many plants 
flowering in Japan. Multiple crops and 
small fields are the order of the day. Cou
ple that with the lack of plants like road
side clover to maintain honey yield 
through the season and you get a low 
yield. 

Nobuo Hashimoto's version runs this 
way-Mr. Joshua and Mr. Mike visited a 
farmer nearby who kept bees. Mr. 
Joshua, always quick and to the point 
had no sooner settled his feet into a 
"kotatsu" (foot warmer dug into the 
floor space under the table), to warm 
himself against the February chill of the 
room when he began to fire questions on 
beekeeping. He and the farmer seemed 
to disagree on the number of supers 
(boxes full of honey-combs) which bees 
should be able to fill. Mr. Kobayashi, the 
farmer, felt that one would do, while Mr. 
Joshua insisted in his experience that 
five were about right. 

Nobuo Hashimoto sums up the visit 
this way. 

"To have them observe the actual 
state of the Japanese farmer in detail 
and thus to understand Japan was most 
gratifying to me." 

As in beekeeping, there is hope that 
potential problems facing Hutterites in 
Japan will be better understood. As 
Tanaka, who writes an article in the 
Canadian Geographic says, Hutterites 
in Japan have met with one pre-condi
tion for sucessful communal life. That is, 
they spent 15 years together as searcher 
of the truth to places as far away as the 
Israeli kibbutz and lived in community 
as well, before they embraced the Hut
terite way of life as outlined in Prof. 
Sakakibara's books, written in Japan
ese, on anabaptism. Sakakibara's books 
were read in 1970 and by 1972 Owa Hut
terite colony was founded. 

What sort of future Owa will have, 
however, after the two elder leaders are 
gone, is open to question. Will Hutter
ites in Canada understand all variations 
of a "made in Japan" blend of Hutterite 
culture? Such a culture must uncon~ 
sciously reflect in small ways the domi
nant religions of Japan, the capital 'B' 
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Buddhism of its past fourteen hundred 
and thirty years and the small 'c' christ
ianity as practiced by the West which 
'conquered' Japan with Commodore 
Perry in 1854 and again with General 
MacArthur in 1945. 

To illustrate how the Japanese mind 
has found it easy to adapt and incor
porate the highlights of a faith, read a 
quotation from The Priest and his 
Disciples, a play by Hyakuzo, written in 
1918. In it Shinran, founder of the 
popular Shin sect of Buddhism says, 

"The mercy of Buddha wili forgive you, 
deep in sin as you are. -And believe in' 
the Buddha who forgives his children 
heavily burdened with sin, and with the 
same heart, please love your neigh
bours. " Orthodox Christians and 
followers of Shinran (1173-1262), no 
doubt shuddered at the liberties taken 
by the author in stealing Christ's words. 
However, thousands of Japanese 
readers found the words helpful. In 
short the play illustrates a condition 
which students of the Japanese mind 
have noted, namely, the ability to incor
porate into their lives seemingly widely 
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different philosophies and tenets of 
faith. 

Considering the above, and consider
ing the span of 450 years between Hut
ter and "Owa" coupled with the distance 
of. · 6000 miles between Japan and 
Canada, it is interesting to speculate as 
to what the future will hold. mm 
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Ethnic editors 
hear 
Axworthy 

; $~~aking to the Etlinic Press Associa- . 
tionat the International Centre on 
SatUrday, October 25 was Lloyd Axwor
thy, ;Minister of Employment and Immi
gratiqn. 

Axworthy gave a succinct version of 
the federal government's position on the 
current topic of the Canadian constitu
tiqn and voiced his distaste for the unru
lyatmosphere which pervaded Parlia
ment Hill during the past week. 

At 11. press conference which followed, 
Mr. Axworthy answered questions on 
i~migration and urged the questioners 
to address their concerns to Mr. David 
Matas in this city. Matas is currently 
drawing up recommendations on a wide 
variety of questions concerning immi-
gration. . 

The question as to whether or not the 
government is prepared to assist with 
language instruction other then French 
and. English was posed by a spokesman 
of' the Ukrainian press, Dr. Isadore 
Hlynka. He asked whether Canadians of 
the future would have the right as 
Shevchenko said of the U.S.S.R., "to 
keep silent each in their own language." 
In plain words, would there be in the 
proposed constitution recognition of 
multiculturalism in Canada? 

Mr. Axworthy replied that in a pre
amble to the proposed constitution the 
idea of having separate language rights 
for the multicultural groups was turned 
down by the provinces as infringing on 
their provincial rights. Therefore, 
groups wanting support in language 
training of their choice must address 
themselves to the province. Witp 
respect to the availability of funds. Ax
worthy mentioned that a third of total . 
federal funds goes to the provinces. Of 
Manitoba's share, some $600,000,000, a 
substantial amount . must go toward ' 
education. Further, although the 
government in its ' Immigration Act of 
1976 officially recognized that Canada is 
a multicultural nation, direct federal 
government aid for multicultural mat
ters at this time can only be channeled 
towarnother cultural activities. mm 
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JGroup of six' arrives 
for a very personal 
tour of Soviet Union 
(Roy Vogt spent several weeks this past 
summer in the Soviet Union as part of a 
group of six, led by Al Reimer, Mirror 
editor, visiting the former Mennonite 
colonies in the Ukraine and a few of the 
larger cities like Kiev, Moscow, Lenin
grad, and Zaporozhye. Several members 
of the group had been to the Soviet 
Union before but not, with the exception 
of Al Reimer, to the Mennonite colonies. 
This was Reimer's third visit to the 
former Mennonite areas. In addition to 
Reimer and Vogt the group consisted of 
John R. Friesen, minister of the Home 
Street Mennonite Church in Winnipeg, 
Arkie Wiens, a Winnipell chartered ac
countant, Louisa Loeb, a Brandon Un
iversity professor fluent in both Russian 
and Ukrainian, and Edgar Penner, a St. 
Catharines psychiatrist. The group was , 
thus uniquely prepared to meet its spir
itua~ business, linguistic, and emotional 
needs. This is the first of a series of ar
ticles on their experiences.). 

Left to right: Louisa Loeb, Edgar Penner, 
Olga (our guide), AI Reimer, Arkie Wiens, 
John R. Friesen. 

by Roy Vogt 
It is mid-afternoon and cloudy when 

our plane touches down on Soviet soil in 
the Ukrainian capital of Kiev. We left 
early in the morning from the beautiful 
Yugoslavian city of D,ubrovnik, where 
we had spent a few very relaxing days. 
After flying from Dubrovnik to Bel
grade we changed to a Soviet Aeroflot 
jet, which took us directly to Kiev. 

We have been told that it could take a 
few hours to pass through customs in 
Kiev. While we are waiting for our bag
gage in the customs room, a man ap
proaches and asks whether we are the 
group from Canada. Having been as
sured that we are, he, informs us that 
two guides from Intourist, the official 
Soviet travel agency, will greet us in the 
passenger lounge after we have cleared 
customs. We are not sure how to inter
pret this news. Two guides seem a little 
top-heavy for our small group. In Yugo
slavia we sometimes felt that our hosts 

did not show enough awareness of our 
existence. Here this is obviously not 
going to be a problem. 

Our fears about clearing customs 
prove groundless. We are held up for on
ly fifteen minutes, largely because of the 
books and magazines we are carrying. 
Several officials take turns paging care
fully through our American magazines, 
in which there are a few articles critical 
of the Soviet Union. They also pick up a 
few of the Bibles that we are carrying 
(we aren't trying to smuggle in a whole 
lot). However, after a brief inspection all 
the material is given back to us and we 
are allowed to proceed to the passenger 
lounge. 

A young man, Volodya, and a young 
woman, Olga, greet us courteously. 
V olodya lives in Kiev and will be our 
guide for the few days that we are in his 
city. Olga has come from Zaporozhye, 
several hundred miles south of Kiev, and 
will accompany us everywhere in the 
Soviet Union. She has guided several 
other Mennonite groups through the 
former colonies around Zaporozhye, but 
this is the first time that she has been 
entrusted with a group during its entire 
stay in the Soviet Union. 

Volodya is suave and confident and 
speaks English fluently, with a trace of 
an American accent. Olga is pretty and 
nervous and speaks English more hesi
tantly, but accurately. One of the real 
pleasures of the trip will be to see her 
relax during her two weeks with us, 
using her native wit to counter our fre
quent provocative comments. She tells 
us later that she was a last-minute re
placement for another female guide who, 
when she discovered that there were five 
males in our group, including several 
professors and a psychiatrist, begged off 
in terror. Olga later admits to us that 
she too was afraid of our apparent leam
ing, but after much joking around she 
began to wonder whether some of us 
really were professors. Finally she 
forgot all about it and enjoyed the time 
immensely. At least that is what she 
said. 

A large bus, reserved just for us, is at 
the Kiev airport to take us to our hotel. 
As the bus is about to leave a strange 
man gets on and takes a seat near the 
back. Our guides tell us that he is an 
Australian, but he speaks English with 
a marked slavic accent. Our paranoia 
begins. Will this be our "tail" during our 
stay in Kiev? He checks into the hotel 
with us but we see him only a few more 
times and we soon forget all about him. 
Were our suspicions based on justifiable 
fears or did they originate in our need to 
feel important? That question will haunt 
us many times on this trip. 

Kiev is a truly beautiful city. We have 
come here largely because it lies on the 
route to Zaporozhye and the former 
Mennonite colonies, but its green hills 
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and numerous wooded parks and wide 
boulevards, to say nothing of the ma
jestic Dnieper River which we see for the 
first time in this city, make us feel glad 
that we came. 

We are given very spacious and com
fortable rooms in the Dnipro Hotel, 
which lies at one end of the main shop
ping street, Kreschatik Boulevard, over
looking Kalinin Square. Immediately 
after dinner we set out without our 
guides to do some window shopping. 
Several shops are still open, including 
the city's largest department store. The 
goods, generally, do not impress us, and 
the interior of the store resembles 
Eaton's basement about thirty years 
ago. The average Soviet citizen earns 
about 160 rubles per month, and rather 
shoddy coats are selling for 80 rubles 
and more. The stores are quite well 
stocked, except for meat shops where 
the pickings are pretty lean at the end of 
the day. Since man lives by bread, such 
factors are important in evaluating the 
quality of a civilization. But I keep 
reminding myself that we, who come 
from a consumer-oriented society, un
doubtedly place too much importance on 
such things. I hope that we'll remain 
open on this trip to evidence that the 
Russian people live on more than bread 
-and not only because they have to. 

As we are walking back to our hotel a 
young man hurries across our path and 
bumps into us. We excuse ourselves in 
English and to our surprise he apolo
gizes in English. We surmise later that 
he had heard us speaking English and 
stumbled into us in order to speak to us. 
We do have a brief, intense conversation 
with him. He is studying English at 
Kiev University and hopes to become a 
diplomat. We are impressed by his grasp 
of the language and his interest in 
English literature. As we are getting 
ready to leave him an older man, appar
ently drunk, joins us and wants to take 
part in the conversation. We are rather 
startled by what is happening. We have 
been in Kiev for only a few hours and al
ready two strangers have, so to speak, 
introduced themselves. The young stu
dent is embarrassed by the older man's 
intrusion and we hurriedly say goodbye. 
A few hundred yards down the 
boulevard, however, the student sur
faces again in front of us, wanting to 
know more about Canada and the west. 
We begin to weary of such attention and 
as politely as possible we excuse our
selves and head back to our hotel and to 
bed. 

We spend the next few days as ordi
nary tourists in Kiev. But there · is 
nothing ordinary about the city itself. I 
have found on other trips that there is 
usually one place or city that surprises 
you with its vitality and beauty. Kievis 
like that. We are astonished, for exam
ple, by the Byzantine style, and the 
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sumptuous interior, of St. Sophia's 
Cathedral, built in 1037 by Prince Yaro
slav. A marble sarcophagus weighing 
ten tons contains his remains. The 13 
gold-painted cupolas remind one of the 
features in Christianity that apparently 
attracted the early rulers of Kiev. 
Legend has it that Prince Vladimir 
adopted Christianity as his official reli
gion in 988 A.D. because he was told by 
scholars of world religion that Christian
ity, as practised by the Greek Orthodox 
Church in Byzantium, had resulted in 
the creation of edifices which were more 
splendid than the edifices of any other 
religion. They reported to him: "The 
Greeks led us to the edifices where they 
worship their God; and we knew not 
whether we were in heaven or on earth. 
We only know that God dwells there 
among men, and their service is fairer 
than the ceremonies of other nations." 
Vladimir was so impressed that he forc
ed the whole city to be baptized in the 
Dnieper. His statue still stands on the 
highest bank of the river as the sentinel 
of the city and a symbol of its Christian 
roots. 

The people of Kiev found their God 
not only in majestic cathedrals but in 
the depths of eery catacombs which can 
still be visited today. We spend an after
noon in the Monastery of the Caves 
(Pecherskaya Lavra), undoubtedly one 
of the most famous, and incredible, mon
asteries in the Russian Orthodox 
Church. You enter the monastery 
through the gate of the Trinity Church, 
built in 1108. You can then go down 
several hundred steps into the under-

Our guides in Kiev, Olga and V olodyn, inside 
the entrance to the Monastery of the Caves. 

ground caves in which hundreds of 
monks over the centuries lived out a ' 
dark, fanatical existence. Many of these 
hermit-monks dug holes in the wall and 
barricaded themselves into the holes, . 
leaving only a small slit through which a 
little food and water could be passed to 
them. There they died, and there their 
mummified bodies can be seen today, a 
grim reminder of what was seen in the 
past as an act of sainthood. Over the 
centuries hundreds of thousands of wor
shippers have filed past those wasted re
mains to pay homage. Our guides go 
through the caves with us, and we are all 
appalled, but also fascinated, by what 
we see. I think the journey into the 
cav~s is worthwhile, because they are 
redolent of a religious tradition which 
has both attracted and repelled a large 
section of the human race. I t is difficult 
for us to understand, however, how a 
Russian poet could say that "the dark
ness of the silent caves is lovelier than 
the royal halls." I tell Olga that when I 
see such representations of Christianity 
I am not surprised that people with a 
more materialistic vision were able to. 
throw over the old order. She agrees, but 
later in Moscow, when we visit Lenin's ' 
tomb together, I will be reminded that 
the worship of dead saints i& comIilon. to 
all kinds of civilizations. 

Kiev also has many simple delights. 
The food in the hotel is superb, including 
the best Chicken Kiev (naturally) that I 
have ever tasted, and Wereneki that 
rank only slightly below those made by 
cooks in our family. An evening of· Uk
rainian folk dancing is also extremely 
enjoyable. I would definitely like to go 
back to Kiev again. 

But Sunday afternoon, August 17 ar
rives, and it is time to leave Kiev for 
Zaporozhye, the birthplace of my father 
and the city that I am most longing to 
see. We say goodbye to V olodya, and 
Olga helps us through a rather unruly 
crowd at the Kiev airport to begin our 
journey to Zaporozhye and into the Men
nonite past. 

Next Month: A Journey to the Home
land or, Retracing our 
Russian Steppes. 

CRASHWORYY 
After taking his friend through some 

hair-raising loops and turns, the daring 
pilot said: "No doubt half the people ' 
down there thought we were going to 
crash." 

His passenger quavered: "Half the 
people up here thought so, too." 
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Toe~s 
explores 
Mennonite 
pacifisDl 

"The Mennonites of Russia had a 
broad commitment to positive action in 
the midst of suffering, but they did not 
develop what might be called a theology 
of pacifism or nonresistance." This was 
one of the core ideas expressed by Prof. 
John B. Toews of the University of 
Calgary in a series of three lectures on 
Russian Mennonites and Pacifism pre
sented at the University of Winnipeg 
October 24 and 25. The lectures were 
sponsored by the Chair of Mennonite 
Studies, which is headed by Prof. Harry 
Loewen. 

In his first lecture Toews discussed 
the Russian Mennonite concept of non
resistance. He noted that before the 
1870's there appeared to be little reason 
to examine or to emphasize this doc
trine. The threat of military service in 
the 1870's forced the Mennonite com
munity to take a position. Some left 
Russia. The majority worked out an ac
commodation with the state by estab
lishing and maintaining-at great ex
pense-a ' forestry service which was 
accepted as an alternative to military 
service. With that the problem seemed 
once again to be settled, because 
forestry service was seen as an adequate 
expression of nonresistance. 

In the early part of the 20th century 
other forms of service were developed, 
inspired by a " Good Samaritan" empha
sis among Russian Mennonites. Institu
tions for the mentally retarded, the aged 
and feeble, and the Qeaf and dumb, were 
created. Mennonite doctors and nurses 
extended their services to non-Menno
nites in time of crisis. 

When the First World War broke out, 
the Mennonite community mobilized 
thousands of young people to care for 
the sick and wounded, in hospitals as 
well as on the battle-front. In his second 
lecture, dealing with the war years, 
Toews documented the deep-seated 
loyalty of the Mennonites to their Rus
sian homeland. There were strong cultu
ral ties to Germany, but Germany was 
now the enemy and the Mennonites 
showed no political loyalty towards Ger
many. B.H. Unruh, who was later, in 

Germany, to express support for the 
German Reich, then spoke enthusiasti
cally in favor of supporting the Russian 
fatherland. Mennonites accepted alter
native service in the medical corps, even 
though it meant helping soldiers who 

Good Vie~s 

might fight again. They insisted on look
ing at soldiers as fellow human beings 
who also needed food, warm clothing, 
and the healing of their wounds. 

Despite their efforts to demonstrate 
loyalty to Russia, the Mennonites re
mained "German" in the eyes of many 
Russians. During the war, laws were 
passed restricting their rights and 
threatening the Mennonites with land 
expropriation. This undoubtedly retard
ed the growth of genuine pro-Russian 
feelings. 

In his third lecture Toews described 
the controversial way in which Menno
nites responded to the breakdown of 
authority in Russia in 1917, and the in
vasion of German troops in 1918. The 
Mennonites repsonded enthusiastically 
to the Germans, not, according to 

continued page 19 

as stranger visits 
McIvor Avenue 

The first thing that strikes you as you 
approach the McIvor Mennonite Breth
ren Church, driving along Mel vor A ve
nue from Henderson Highway, is the 
unique design of the church building. A 
large pyramid-like structure rises out of 
the square base of the church. Once in
side, the visitor is left to guess at the ef
fect intended by the architect. The 
stained-wood roof swoops low over the 
congregation and soars toward heaven 
above the pUlpit and choir. 

On September 28 I visited the McIvor 
Church. I took my seat in the church 10 
minutes before the 10:30 service and, al
though most of the congregation had 
already arrived, I was almost alone in 
the pews. It seems that many members 
had arrived early in order to visit out
side, and it wasn't until three of four 
minutes before the service that the pews 
began to fill. 

When the congregation did arrive, it 
proved to be a good mix of young, old, 
and in-between members. During the 
service two new members (a young stu
dent and his working wife) told us about 
their lives, and how and when they had 
been saved. 

The sermon' was thoughtful and well
delivered. Entitled "The Church Needs a 
Vision," it dealt with the need for an 
underlying community of values to sup
port the work of the Church. These 
values, the minister told us, are derived 
directly from the vision which God im-

parts to Church members when they 
pray and meditate. The vision becomes 
the goal of the community and, in this 
way, supports its values and gives it 
vitality. 

The minister presented his ideas well, 
using revelent examples from the Bible 
and his own experience. These latter ex
amples brought out the conservative 
concerns which seemed to have promp
ted the sermon. I use the word "conser
vative" not to describe the central 
theme of the sermon (liberals have a vi
sion and values too), but only the con
cerns which were emphasized to draw 
this them out: concerns about the 
breakup of the family and the rise of the 
occult rather than concerns about 
materialism or militarism. 

The choir was not large but it sang 
well. The harmonies were perfect and it 
was evident that the singers had been 
well drilled. My only complaint is that 
the songs which were selected were all of 
the same type-elegant modern arrange
ments with tight harmonies. I think that 
there could have been more variety. The· 
congregation sang well but, given the 
number of young lungs in the congrega
tion, the singing could have been even 
stronger. 

All things considered, it was the ex
cellent sermon which left me with the 
strongest positive impression of my 
visit to t~e Mel vor Church. 
- by a younger observer 
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J e~ish revie~er find~ 
Epp's book ~orth~hile 
Frank H. Epp, THE ISRAELIS,' POR
TRAIT OF A PEOPLE IN CONFLICT, 
McClelland and Stewart, Toronto, 1980, 
205 pp., photographs by John Goddard, 
$15.95. 

A Review by B. Sokoloff 

Frank Epp dedicated The Israelis to 
"the Jewish people: those of the past 
who suffered and died unheard by the 
world and those of the present still long
ing to be more deeply understood." With 
this statement Epp shows his sensitiv
ity to the history of Jewish suffering 
through two millenia and the horror of 
the Nazi Holocaust still very much with 
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us; three hundred thousand survivors of 
the Holocaust came to Palestine/Israel 
in the years immediately following 1945. 
With this statement Epp remembers the 
Struma with its 800 souls-men, women, 
and children-Jewish souls that no 
country would admit in 1943 when they 
fled the demonic fires of Europe, only to 
perish in the sea. 

The Israelis is a sequel and companion 
volume to The Pale,stinians, published 
by McClelland and Stewart in 1976 (also 
by Frank Epp). These two books are in
tended to give voice to both peoples 
caught in a double bind; the double bind 
consists of the fact that both peoples 
have rights which should be respected 
by the other. But all too often, each ig
nores the other's basic humanity. 

The Israelis consists of ninety-six 
carefully edited tapes of interviews with 
Israelis of widely varying origins and be
liefs; the book is divided into a preface, 
ten chapters, an epilogue, a short select
ed bibliography, and two appendices 
summarizing selected information about 
the interviews. For each chapter Epp 
writes a brief expository headnote. 

Since each person expresses his or her 
beliefs , and opinions on a number of 
topics, it is impossible to summarize the 
book's content in a focused manner. I 
found the chapters on "Minorities," 
"Critics," and "Activists" the most in
teresting and valuable. This choice 
reflects the fact that I am a Diaspora 
Jew born in the Twenties, given to dis
sent and admiration for the great Jewish 
Prophetic Tradition and figures like the 
hero Pastor Andre Trocme whose war
time career was reviewed in these pages 
by Ruth Vogt not long ago. 

Among the most valuable statements 
are those by Jack Cohen (Hillel Founda
tion, Hebrew University, Mt. Scopus): 
"I'm very self-critical, and I'm critical 
with my own people, and my problem 
frequently as a Jew is to catch myself, 
and be as sympathetic with my fellow 
Jews as I am with the Arabs."; David 
Hartman; David Shaham, editor of New 
Outlook, the very important Israeli jour
nal (in English) for peace and reconcilia
tion with the Arabs/Palestinians; with 

Al-Fajr (the Palestinian newspaper, in 
English, published in East Jerusalem) it 
is co-sponsoring a symposium on peace 
in the Middle East, set for late ' this 
November; Kobi Hass (only 21), "When 
I look at a Palestinian I say, "'rhere 'is a 
man. I would like him to be happy." 
(This reminds me of the tale told by a 
young Israeli student in Winnipeg who 
was taken prisoner by the Egyptians 
during the Yom Kippur War. He ,,{as , 
kept blindfolded constantly but once ' 
while being escorted to an interrogation, 
by a wounded Egyptian soJdier,because ' 
his escort let lift him his blindfold, ' he 
carried him down a flight of stairs!);ls- ; 
rael Shahak, Professor of Che~stry; 
Hebrew University, Jerusalem, "I ~ill 
never forget that iIi Poland 3 , milljon 
Jews arid 3 million Polish , people wer~ 
killed (murdered). I do not forget the2Q 
million Russians who were killed. I do 
not forget that in Bergen-Belsen, wh~re 
I saw so very many Jews suffering, I 
saw hundreds of thousands Qf prison~rs 
of war of all nationalities being slow~y' 
exterminated." " , 

Lack of space does not permit furtiu~r 
quotations, so I will just mention a, few, 
more names: Kahman Yarori, Joseph, 
Abileah (makes a completely fascinating 
statement!), ,Reuven Moskovitz ' (a' 
worker in the peace movement), Rachel 
Rosenzweig (very unusual background), 
Felicia Langer (a lawyer dealing With 
civil and human rights cases), and 'Lea 
Zemmel (a Jewish lawyer who has a 
large Arab clientele in Jerusalem). 

While others make worthwhile pre
sentations, one reservation I have is ~ 
that too many of those interviewed (it , 
was by intention not a scientific or plan- , 
ned sample~ are simply not ' 
knowledgeable and speak purely out of 
emotion and unsupported opinion. My 
second reservation is that Epp's head
notes might have been longer, although 
I differ with him on some points. 

It is too bad that these interviews: 
were conducted before the origin of the 
"Peace Now" movement in Spring of 
1978. This is a very iInportant develop
ment supported by some 200,000 Israel~ 
is and by outstanding academics, intell
ectuals, and other, Diaspora Jews in 
Europe, North America, and elsewhere. 
In fact, there is a "Winnipeg Friends of 

.'Peace Now' " which will shortly invite 
Frank Epp to speak here. 

To summarize, Epp has edited a very 
good and important book which is now 
part of the peace dialogue; it should be 
read by everyone vitally concerned 
about peace in the Middle East. There is 
a wish, a hope, a prayer that goes with 
these books, The Israelis and The 
Palestinians: "and they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares." Shalom. 
Ben Sokoloff is a professor of English at 
the University of Manitoba. 



Toews, because of long-standing pro
German sentiments but because of the 
breakdown of order in the months 
preceding the German intervention and 
because their position in Russia had 
become extremely precarious. The warm 
welcome given the Germans was, 
however, a serious tactical mistake. 
When the German troops gave way 
before the Red Army, the Mennonites 
found themselves isolated aliens in an 
extremely hostile environment. They 
sought to protect themselves by creat
ing a self-defence corps, the famous 
Selbst-Schutz. 

Toews showed considerable sympathy 
for the conditions which led to the crea
tion of the Selbst-Schutz. He noted that 
Mennonites have often participated in 
war but there was something unique 
about conditions in Russia in late 1918 
and early 1919: there was no state, and 
the Mennonites felt they had to create 
their own, including a military-defence 
apparatus, in order to survive. This was 
clearly a violation of their pacifist posi
tion but Toews, upon questioning after 
his lecture, declined to be judgmental. 
He cited a few persons who firmly op
posed the creation of military units, but 
his main concern was to illuminate the 
conditions which resulted in this contro
versial move. -by Roy Vogt 
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manitoba news 

, Vic Janzen 

Called to the Manitoba bar at a special 
sitting of the Court of Queen's Bench on 
June 26, 1980 were Victor Janzen, 
Ronald Klassen, and Garth Reimer. Mr. 
Janzen graduated with a B.A from the 
University of Winnipeg in 1975, winning 
gold medals in both Economics and Ur
ban Studies. He received the LL.B. from 
the University of Manitoba in 1979. Mr. 
Janzen is associated with the Winnipeg 
firm Newman, Maclean. He is married to 
the former Marlene Fast and is the son 
of Gerhard and Helene Janzen of Win
nipeg. Mr. Klassen graduated from the 
Canadian Mennonite Bible College in 
1968 with a Bachelor of Christian 
Education and from the UM with a B.A 
(Honours) in 1972 and an LL.B. in 1979. 
Mr. Klassen is practising at the Main 
Street office of Legal Aid Manitoba. He 
is married to the former Judy Schulz 
and is the son of John and Urstla 
Klassen of Winnipeg. 

Lloyd Siemens, English department 
University of Winnipeg, has recently 
been appointed Foreign Correspondent 
(Canada) for English Literature in Tran
sition, a professional journal specializing 
in British literature. He has accepted an 

invitation to join a committee of editors 
in the preparation of a two-volume 
Reference Guide to British Magazines. 

Wilmer Penner has resigned from the 
staff of the Collegiate, University of 
Winnipeg, in order to put his hand to the 
plough and return to the land. 

Winkler town council declared Sep
tember 1980 as library month for the 
town. A fund-raising drive was held to 
furnish their new library which will be 
situated in the town's new civic office 
complex. 

M.C.C. (Akron, Pa.) announces that 
students interested in pursuing a career 
in mental health services are invited to 
apply by March 1, 1981 for scholarships 
(4) sponsored by Mennonite Mental 
Health Services. 

MBBC hosted the annual Missions 
Conference on October 31-November 2 
with James and Anna Juhnke as fea
tured resource persons. MBBC A Cap
pella and Oratorio Choirs will be pre
senting a festival of Christmas Carols on 
November 29. Two evenings of one act 
plays under the direction of Esther 
Wiens will be presented on November 
13,14. They are: Some of my best friends 
are Smiths by David Campton and Cry 
Dawn in Dark Babylon by Phillip 
Turner. MBBC student enrollment is 
220. Of these 150 are from Manitoba, the 
remainder from the five western provin
ces, Nova Scotia and 5 other countries. 

Peter Dyck won first prize at the 
Canadian Carpenters contest held re
cently in Winnipeg. He was presented 
with an engraved saw and trophy and an 
all-expense paid trip to the International 
Contest in Cleveland in October where 
he competed against top carpenters in 
the U.S.A. where he placed among the 
top 10. Peter and his wife Eleonore are 
members of the North Kildonan Men
nonite Church. 

------------~-----------------------------------------------
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The Mennonite Village Museum in -
Steinbach officially closed for the season 
September 30th. Manager Peter Goert
zen indicated that 40,000 people from 29 
countries had visited the museum over 
the spring and summer months. 

Eric and Laura Unger, Gretna, have 
begun a three year term with M.C.C. in 
Nigeria where Eric will be teaching. He 
was recently employed as a physics 
teacher at MCI, Gretna. Laura was em
ployed as a physiotherapist at the 
Altona Hospital. They are members of 
the Altona Mennonite Church ar1d have 
one son, Kurtis. 

MENNONITE 
LITERARY SOCIETY, INC. 

Benefactors: Eugene Derksen , Dr. David 
Friesen, Monarch Industries Ltd., A.J. 
Thiessen, Triple E. Mfg. 

Patrons: Dr. CW. Wiebe 

Sustaining members: Rudy W. Dyck, D.H. 
Epp, Dr. B.B. Fast, ow. Friesen and Sons 
Ltd., Loewen Millwork, HW. Redekopp, 
R.H. Vogt, A.J. Wiens, Dr. Peter Vogl. 

Donors: Dennis Bartel , City Press, J.H. 
Dyck, Peter Dyck, John J. Enns, Werner 
Fieguth, David G. Friesen, Ed J. Friesen, 
Dr. Peter Friesen, Dr. Rhinehart Friesen, 
Frank Giesbrecht, Helen Janzen, Walter 
Kampen, Henry Kasper, Dr. William 
Klassen, Henry Kroeger, Madelaine and 
Walter Kroeker, Kroeker Seeds, Lother 
Regehr, D.H. Reimer, P.J. Reimer, P.J.B. 
Reimer, Henry Riediger, Nick Riediger, 
Helene Riesen, Dr. David G. Rempel , 
Dietrich Peters, Dr. Paul Peters, Peter H. 
Peters, John J. Siemens, Jack Thiessen, 
Ulrich Woelke, Kay Winter. 

Benefactors $1000 or more annually; 
patrons $500 to $999 annually; sustaining 
members of $100 to $499 annually; donors 
$25 to $99 annually. 

The Lichtenauer Church of St. Eliza
beth celebrated its jubilee on August 3, 
1980. Coming to celebrate the 50th anni
versary were the pioneers who were in
strumental in building the church: 
Johann Friesen, N.H. Unruh, Franz 
Hildebrandt, and Jakob Friesen from 
Winnipeg; Johann Friesen, Cornelius 
Derksen, Nick Braun, and Gerhard 
Friesen from Morris; J.J. Janzen and 
Rev. Johann Poetker from Arnaud; and 
David Friesen and Peter Peters from St. 
Elizabeth. 

Participating in the League for Life 
Walkathon in Winnipeg on Saturday, 
October 4, was a considerable Menno
nite contingent from Landmark, Mani
toba. 

Camp Assiniboine was the location of 
a reunion September 20 and 21 for the 
conscientious objectors who worked at 
C.O. Camp 1 at Wasagaming, Clear Lake 
during World War II. Twenty-one men 
and their wives were present at the 
weekend event. Sixty men served at the 
camp during the war. The next reunion 
is being planned for 1983. 

The Canadian Mennonite Bible Col
lege Singers, a 40-voice choir under the 
direction of Dr. George Wiebe, was 
recently chosen to be Manitoba's repre
sentative at the Canada Night concert 
for the Canadian Music Educators' na
tional Convention in May 1981. The 
selection was made by the audition team 
on the basis of a taped performance. 
Membership in the CMBC Singers is by 
audition. The choir performs regularly in 
Winnipeg and Manitoba and each year 
goes on a two week tour that takes it to 
various Mennonite congregations and 
schools in different parts of Canada. 

More than 220 students registered at 
the Mennonite Brethren Bible College in 
September of this year. Manitoba stu-
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dents accounted for 115 of the total 
registration. 

At the Steinbach Bible College, 84 
students have registered in college 
classes and 116 in high school classes. 
Campus improvements completed for 
this year include the construction of 
temporary high school classrooms, the 
renovation of dormitories and the ad
ministration building, and the installa
tion of new kitchen equipment. 

Three young Steinbach pianists were 
recipients of Western Board of Music 
awards for outstanding achievement 
during the recent examination session. 
Bonnie Friesen received the bronze 
medal for the highest mark in the pro
vince in grade two. Kim Bestvater re
ceived the bronze medel in grade six, as 
well as two scholarship totalling $155. 
Colleen Schellenberg received $100 for 
her promising work in grade nine piano. 

A family was reunited for the first 
time in 56 years in Steinbach. Justina 
(Poetker) Neufeld, who remained in 
Russia when the rest of her family emi
grated, settled in West Germany three 
years ago. She visited Canada with her 
daughter this year and was able to see 
the four brothers and two sisters she 
had last seen in 1924. 

Bob and Netha Kroeker and daughter 
Oria of Steinbach spent the summer in 
France under Teen Missions. Heading a 
group of 32 other young people, they 
renovated an orphanage donated to 
Youth with Mission. They are the child
ren of Mrs. Anna Kroeker and Rev. and 
Mrs. Henry P. Dyck, all of Steinbach. 

Leona Thiessen has been appointed 
administrator of Tabor Home in Mor
den. She has been with the home for 
several years, but is new to the job of ad
ministrator. Among her responsibilities 
is the preparation of a comprehensive 
plan for future developments at Tabor. 

Marge Koop has been appointed 
music director of the Treble Teens 
following the resignation last year of 
founder and long-time director Shirley 
Penner. Mrs. Koop, daughter of Klaas 
and Katherine Penner of Steinbach, 
began her own music training in the Tre
ble Teens program and has since com
pleted an ARCT in singing and a Bache
lor of Music degree. She continues as 
musical director at the Fort Garry 
United Church and as head of the vocal 
department of Canadian Nazarene Col
lege. Mrs. Koop will be assisted by Joy 
Barkman, Tricia Penner, and Diane 
Bairstow in the leadership of the choir. 

Parents and Teachers: In our Christmas 
issue, we wish to publish stories or com
ments about Christmas written by children 
(elementary and Jr. High). All submissions 
will be considered and prizes will be awarded 
those published. Please submit to the 
"Mirror" by November 20th. 



A leading Mennonite church worker in 
Japan, Dr. Gan Sakakibira has trans
lated nl'larly a dozen English Anabaptist 
books into Japanese. Books published to 
date include Anabaptist Heritage of 
Conscientious Objectors; Matydom and 
Exodus! 450 Years of Hutterites; and 
Theology of the Anabaptists. 

Tim and Janet Kroeker of Winnipeg 
are beginning a two-year term of service 
with Mennonite Central Committee in 
communIty development in Port Hardy, 
RC .. ,Janet received a home economics 
degt:ee at the University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg: and worked as a n),ltritionist; 
Tim was a teacher in Winnipeg. Tim, son 
of Arthur and Romelda Kroeker, Winni
peg, and Janet, daughter of Hugo and 
Katharine Jantz, Winnipeg, . are mem
bers of the Fort Garry Mennonite Breth
ren Church in Winnipeg. 

Dr. Bernie Wiebe of Winnipeg was in
vited to serve as this year's Staley Dis
tinguished Christian Scholar at Bethel 
College in . Kansas. The editor of the 
General Conference's The Mennonite 
and frequent conference speaker, Dr. 
Wiebe took as the theme of his four lec
tures "Toward Getting' it Together: 
Lifestyle for the '80's." . 

The. Kanadier Mennonite Colonization 
Committee ofMCC (Canada), whose ma
jor . role is to strengthen ties between 
Camidian Mennonite and; Mennonites in 
Mexico, annourtted that circulation of 
Die Mennonitische Post has reached 
5,400. During this year the publication 
efforts were expanded to include a book 
ministry. About $10,000 worth of books 
have been distributed ! and sold to 
regular subscribers. d 

Ray Ham has been apRointed director 
of Peace and SOCial Concerns by the 
MCC (Canada) ' Executive Committee. 
He has been serving as assistant direct
or in that department since September 
1, 1979. Mr. Hammis available to the 
churches as a resource person on peace 
and social concerns issues, and can · be 
contacted at th~ Winnipeg. office. 

Walter Sawatsky of Winnipeg, who 
has served with the MeC in Europe 
since 1973, is new MCe secretary for 
Europe. He will be based in Neuwied, 
Germany. Sawatsky will be responsible 
for administering such programs as 
Mennonites studying in Eastern Euro
pean countries and reconciliation con
cerns in Ireland. Eastern Mennonite 
Board of Missions and Charities has also 
asked Sawatsky to provide support ser
vices for its East Europe workers. 
Sawatsky will continue his East-West 
research, research begun at Keston Col
lege in 1973. He has recently written a 
history of the church in the Soviet 
Union. He is married to the former 
Margaret Warkentin of Morris. 

The Carillon, published by Derksen 
Printers in Steinbach, received seven 
provincial newspaper awards at the an
nual convention of the Manitoba Com
unity Newspapers Association held in ' 
Portage Ur PrairIe. Among the awards 
were first-place overall.i·standing for 
newspapers with a circulation of 4,000 
and more, first p~ace for be,st front page, 
as well as first place for best editorial 
page. 

Construction was set to begin in mid
September on a renovation project in ex
cess of $350,000 at Winkler's Eden Men
tal Health Centre, a member of Men
nonite Mental Health Services. The 
provincially-funded improvements in
clude upgrading smoke detectors and 
fire alarm system, additional exits for 
fire safety, and two wheelchair ramps. 

The Fellowship Book Center, owned 
and op.eratedas a joint venture by the 
Mennonite Brethren Canadian Confer
ence and the General Conference Menno
nite Church since 1971, was sold to Mr. 
Jake Rempel of Winnipeg on September 
15, 1980. Mr. Rempel, a local business
man and former bookstore owner, has 
purchased the name, the store's inven
tory and the fixtures. Plans are to con
tinue to operate at 302 Kennedy Street. 
until October 1,1980 when the store will ' 
be relocated to 1477 Pembina Highway, 
just north of the MCC Building, 

Eric and Laura Unger of Gretna have 
begun a three-year term of service in 
Nigeria where Eric will be teaching. He 
served previously with Eastern Menno
nite Board of Missions and Charities in 
Washington, D.C. He received a B.A. in 
math from Brandon University and a 
te.aching certificate from University of 
British Columbia. Laura received her 
diploma in physiotherapy at University 
of Manitoba. They are the children of 
Peter and Margaret Unger of Chilli
wack, B.C. and Jacob and Mary Wiens 
of GlenIea, Manitoba. 

Brian and Mary Anne Hildebrand of 
Winkler are beginning a three-year ser
vice term in Zambia with MCC, where 
they will both be teaching. Brian attend
ed, Canadian Mennonite Bible College 
and reveived a B.A. and teaching certi
ficate at University of Manitoba. Mary 
Anne received a teaching certificate at 
University of ~anitoba. They are the 
children of John and Sara Hildebrand of 
Selkirk and John L. and Anne Friesen of 
Altona. 
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Awards were presented to Helen 
(Plett) Falk and Ruth Froese at the 
graduation June 27, 1980 of the School 
of Nursing at the Grace General Hospi
tal. Mrs. Falk, who received the theory 
award for the highest overall grade 
average, is nursing at the Bethesda 
Hospital in Steinbach. She is married to 
'Ron Falk and is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Abe Plett of Steinbach. Miss 
Froese, who received a proficiency 
award for personal and professional 
qualities, is presently working in Clear
brook, B.C. She is the daughter of John 
and Jessie Froese of Elm Creek. 

Also graduating from the Grace 
General Hospital programme were 
Louise Doerksen, Darlene Dueck, Elda 
Dueck, Betty Friesen, Esther Heier, 
Colleen Klassen, Erica Krahn, Rita 
Neufeld, Cheryl Penner, Eunice Plett, 
Judi Reimer, Medora Siemens, Lucille 
Toews, and Linda Wiens. 

Graduating from the School of Nurs
ing at the Health Sciences Centre on 
June 25, 1980 were Karen Evelyn Braun 
and Maria Toews. 

The film God is not a Fish Inspector, 
based on a short story by W.D. Valgard
son, won the top prize at the annual 
Northwest Film Festival held in Seattle, 
Washington. Director of the film was 
Allan Kroeker. The film also won an 
award of excellence at the annual confer- ' 
ence of the Association for Media and 
Technology in Education in Canada. 

Ruth Neufeld of Tourond, has begun ~ 
two-year voluntary service assignment 
with Mennonite Central Committee in 
Winnipeg,-working with handicapped 
and retarded children in a respite home. 
She was previously employed as a 
nurse's aid at Conquist Nursing Home 
in Winnipeg. Neufeld attended Winkler 
Bible Institute and is a member of the 
Niverville Mennonite Brethren Church. 
Her parents are John J. at.d Regina 
Neufeld, Tourond, Man. 

Edith Wiens, Winnipeg, began a two 
year term as secretary in the MCC 
(Canada) office on September 1. She is a 
graduate of the Mennonite Brethren Bi
ble College and in 1963 received her A.B. 
degree from Tabor College. At the MCC 
(Canada) office she is serving as secre
tary in the MEDA, Fook Bank, and 
Peace and Social Concerns offices. 
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Elaine Peters of NIverville has left for 
two years' service with the MCC in Port 
Hardy, B.C. 

Robert and Sally Nickel of Altona are 
beginning a two-year assignment in 
Winnipeg with Mennonite Central Com
mittee. Robert will be working in infor
mation Services and will be working as a 
secretary in overseas services at the 
Canadian head office. They both attend
ed Elim Bible Institute, in Altona. 
Robert was working as a radio broad
caster in Altona. They are members of 
the Altona Berthaler Mennonite Church 
and the children of J acob und Tina 
Nickel, Steinbach, and George and Mary 
Born of Winnipeg. 

Lynette Plett, daughter of Jake and 
Marie Plett of Steinbach, is working at 
Ausable Springs Ranch in Ontario. An 
MCC project, the ranch is used as a 
school for boys from group homes in the 
surrounding area. 

The Canadian Mennonite Bible Col
lege Oratorio Choir is preparing to per
form two major works in the 1980-81 
season. The fall performance, December 
5, 8:00 p.m., at the Winnipeg Arena, will 
feature G.F. Handel's Messiah. It will be 
performed as a mass production with the 
Winnipeg Philharmonic Choir, the 
Mennonite B rethren Bible College 
Oratorio Choir, and various other well 
known Manitoba choirs. The massed 
choirs will be accompanied by the Win
nipeg Symphony Orchestra, and 
directed by Boris Brott, conductor of the 
Hamilton Symphony Orchestra and the 
CBC Orchestra. 

The MCC's Choice Books Banquet for 
all the Manitoba volunteers takes place 
at the Home Street Mennonite Church 
in Winnipeg on November 7, 1980. 

The Manitoba Mennonite Youth 
Organization held a week-long retreat at 
Camp Moose Lake from the 24th to 29th 
of August. The theme for the week, " Re
creation or Wreck-reation," was develop
ed by special speaker Ozzie Goering of 
Kansas and augmented by workshops 
on various sports and crafts. 
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Mr. John Friesen, long·time administrator 
aDd board member of Bethania. 

Our apologies to Mr. John Friesen" 
whose picture appeared without identi·' 
fication in the article on Bethania in the' 
October issue of the Mirror. Mr. Friesen 
has served on the Board of the home 
since its founding in 1945, and was ad· 
ministrator from 1958 until 1972. 

Annual Meeting 
The Mennonite Literary Society Inc. 
will hold its annual meeting at the West
gate Mennonite Collegiate at 86 West
gate on Saturday, November 15, at 
10 a.m. 

Anyone who is interested in attending 
or becoming a member of the society 
may call 786-2289 for information. 
Membership is open to anyone contrib
uting $25 or more to the society. 

Wonld the foll"wb!g please send us their 
address: 

Maria Warkentin 
Mrs. George Rempel 

from Westgate 
JUST A NOTE TO SAY ... 
School has started again! It isn't a 

foreign idea to those of us who have 
entertained the thought of meeting new 
friends or greeting old ones, or dreaded 
the loss of freedom . that school repre- , 
sents. 

It took a while for the older students 
of Westgate to get adjusted to the new 
time schedule. The younger students, 
especially those attending Westgate for 

, the first time, are still struggling to find 
best friends and a way to cope with the 
heavy work load. Those of us in our 6th 
year are still trying to find a way to cope 
with school and life at the same time. 

The school spirit at Westgatge has 
great potential this year. Spirit in the 
form of fellowship was greatly encourag
ed by the "Senior retreat" at Camp 
Assiniboia on Sept. 18·19. The retreat 
was a time set aside for students in 
grades 10, 11 and 12 to get to know each 
other personally instead of going 
through the year thinking of each other 
as just another pretty face. Students 
and teachers (yes, even teachers!) par· 
ticipated in such activities as horseback 
riding, volleyball, fooling around on 
jungle ropes, washing dishes, indoor 
games, and singsongs. (in which some of 

. the students got a little carried away). 
Also, a film was shown and passages of . 
the Bible were discussed and acted out 
by groups in which everyone was involv
ed. These two exciting days were fol
lowed by "Faith and Life" week during 
which the school had a speaker in each 
day to talk about a type of relationship, 
and in one case, parents participated. 
Some areas that were discussed were 
relationships between teenagers and 
parents, between teenagers and teen
agers (boy-girl), between teenagers and 

God, and the Christian attitude in rela
tion to sports. This week succeeded in 
forming more of a unity within the 
senior student body. 

Other recent Westgate activities were 
the Opening Program and Workday. 
The Westgate Opening Program on 
Sept. 28th went as well as to be expected 
under the circumstances. Many choir 
members and Mr. Froese (Westgate's 
choir conductor) were suffering from 
colds. This prevented them from singing 
the material, that we had learned rapidly 
in two weeks, to their full pot/ilntial. The 
results of Westgate's Workday are as 
yet unknown, but on Friday, the 3rd of 
Oct. , almost every student was working 
somewhere other than at his desk. The 
money received from sponsors and 
employers on that day will be used by 
the school for the students in such pro
grams as music and sports. 

This year promises to bring a lot of op
portunities, and it is hoped that the 
students at Westgate have the courage 
to take advantage of those opportu
nities. 

by Ramona Loewen Gr. 12. 

from MBCI 
On Monday, September 26, MBCI 

held it's official opening for the 80-81 
school year at Portage A venue Menno
nite Brethren Church. Three choirs and 
the concert Band performed for a full 
house of about 750. 

Among those present were parents, 
students, teachers and members of the 
MBCI Executive Board. They enjoyed 
an evening of music as well as speeches 
from Mr. Froese, Mrs. Reddig, Mrs. 
Friesen, the student president Richard 
Olfert, our principal P.H. Peters, and 
Miss Irmgard Epp, the chair person of 
the MBCI Executive Board. . 

Thus far, the student body is pleased 
with the efforts of our various commit
tees. The student presidents Richard 
Olfert and Herb Rempel have put forth 
great efforts to satisfy the students. 
Projects already proposed in student 
council have been a possible student 
newspaper, school jackets as well as 
equipment for the kitchen. 

As we are once again involved with 
'inter-school competition, we find school 
spirit aroused. With track finished for 
the 1980 year, our athletes can concen
trate on the volleyball season, which we 
are well into already. So far in the stan
dings, our Varsity boys have a record of 
3-1. The Varsity girls are 1-3. Freshmen , 
boys are leading with 4-0, and Freshmen 
girls, 0-4. 

Maria Wickstrom 
Pat Reimer 
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WMT play 
looks at 
Galileo 

Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre is back 
in the swing of things with a major play 
in German-Berthold Brecht's powerful, 
,brooding study of the great Renaissance 
genius Galileo. The mainstage produc
tion of Leben des Galilei (The Life of 
Galileo), with Gerhard Wiebe hi the title 
role, is 'scheduled for the Playhouse 
Theatre on November 14-15th. 

This stark drama about the famous 
seventeenth-century, Italian astronomer 
and physicist is considered one of the 
truly great plays of the contemporary 
German theatre. Galileo's fatal struggle 
with the Catholic Church arose over his 
courageous support of the theory that 
the planets revolve around the sun. 
Faced with the threat of torture by the 
Inquisition, Galileo finally recanted. In 
one of the most memorable scenes in the 
drama· of our time, the broken old man 
tries to justify himself to his young pro
tege Andrea, who has accused him of 
cowardice. The play is worth seeing for 
this final scene alone. 

The production is now in full rehearsal 
and promises to be an exciting one. The 
¢ast of close to 50 is one of the largest
if not the largest- ever assembled by 
WMT. Besides Gerhard Wiebe (you will 
remember him from Die Glasmenagerie) 

Gert Neuendorff directing 
Gerhard Wiebe a& Galileo 
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as Galileo, the cast includes such well
known Mennonite stage veterans as 
Dave Riesen, Horst Friesen and Fred 
Janzen. The director is Gert Neuendorff, 
another veteran of the stage who has 
given generously of his abundant and 
versatile talents over the years. The 
three and. four-a-week rehearsals are re
ported to be going well. 

Designer Ted Korol has constructed a 
basic set which can be divided into 
several subsets. The Company is excited 
about the authentic costumes it has 
secured from the Toronto Arts produc
tion of the play. The producer is John 
Enns and the business manager George 
Wall. 

Tickets may be obtained from mem
bers of the cast, from Haddon Hall on 
Kennedy Street, or from Box Office 
Nianager Paul Neustaedter (phone 
489-5237). 

Leben des Galilei is one of the most 
ambitious productions ever undertaken 
by the Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre. All 
lovers of German theatre-and they still 
number in,the thousands in this city
owe it to themselves to attend this im
portant theatrical event. 

And the WMT has even morein store 
for the season. In February, the popular 

, tenor Arthur Janzen will give a recital of 
'. lieder, and sometime in May the Com

pany will sponsor an evening of one-act 
plays. -A.R. 

Walter Quiring 
schreibt 
Sehr geehrter Herr Redakteur: 

Gestern hatten wir Besuch aus Win
nipeg - Prof. Heinrich Wiebe mit Frau; 
Sie brachten in ihrem Gepack die Sep
tembernummer Ihres "Mirror" mit. Bis 
dahin hatte ich erst eineeinzige Aus
gabe von ihm zu sehen bekommen. 
Schade, daJ3 ich keine . Gelegenheit 
gehabt habe, vor zehn J ahren die erste 
Ausgabe des "Spiegel" zu lesen. In ihr 
werden Sie ohne Zweifel programma
tisch dargelegt haben, was Sie mit Ihrer 
neuen Zeitung zu erstreben und zu et" 
reichen vorhaten. 

Erstaunllcherweise haben wir MennO' 
niten in unserer bald halbtausendjiihri
gen uberaus bewegten und an H()hen 
und Tiefen so reichen Geschichte noch 
nicht ein einziges Mal eine geistig 
anspruchsvolle Zeitung gehabt. Eine 
Zeitung, die nicht nur schlecht und recht 
informierte, sondern die auch anleitete 
und richtungsweisend war, kurz eine 
Zeitung von hOherem geistigen Niveau. 

"Der Botschafter" und "Die Friedens
stimme" in Russland ent~rachen unse
rem kulturellen Niveau -und den 
Anspr11chen unserer damaligen Gesell
schaft. Dort konnte man die Zahl 
unserer Akademiker an den Fingem 

Take a moment to reflect 
look in the Mirror 
Ten times each year the Mennonite Mirror publishes a variety of news, feature 
articles , reviews , and creative writing that relate to Mennonites. It's a magazine 
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There's no charge for those on pension. 
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City/Town _--'--_______ Postal Code 

Enclosed find $7 for one year 0 $12 for two years 0 

------------~------~---______ ' 



einer Hand abzahlen. Die gebildetste 
Sehicht waren die V olksschullehrer mit 
oft nicht mehr als Zentralschulbildung. 

Das alles hat sich in Nordamerika in 
der zweiten Halfte dieses J ahrhunderts 
.von Grund auf geiindert. Tausende 
junger Mennoniten-haben in den letzten 
Jahren Hochschulen, Colleges und Uni
versitiiten beendigt. Besonders in den 
Stadtgemeinden haben sich geistiges 
Niveau und geistige Anspriiche auBeror
dentlich gehoben. Das Niveau aber unse
er deutschen Zeitungen ist sich in all den 
Jahren vollig gleich geblieben. Kein 
Wunder daher, daB unsere jungen Men
schen koimm Wert darauf legen, sich mit 
den prituitiven geistigen Erzeugnissen 
zu befassen. 

Lassen Sit) mich hier einige Griinde fiir 
diese booauerliche Erscheinung an
fiihren: 

1. Die meisten deutschen Zeitungen 
sind.l!~igetltum einer Konferenz. 

2. Da$ bedeutet, daB die Redakteure 
in ihrur Art."leit nicht freie Hand haben. 

3. T)i(! "Boards" der Zeitungen sind 
nieht t.t,WfI Redaktionsriite, die dem 
Redakt u.r au die Hand gehen, sondern 
Kontrolliel'cr, mit der Aufgabe, den 
Schriftleiter zu beaufsichtigen. 

4. K ine der deutschen Zeitungen hat 
emen facblich ausgebildeten Redakteur. 
Aucb i1rln alter Ruhestandslehrer oder 
Farm r kilonen bei uns als Schriftleiter 
fungi r n. 

5. UU/9(~r() deutschen Zeitungen gehen 
unser n eigtmtlichen und vordringlichen 
Probl m n ii.ngstlich und vorsichtig aus 
dem W . Sic fiirchten anzustoBen, auf
zufall n oder anzuecken. 

6. Am; dlt)sen Griinden bleiben unsere 
deuts h n Z.eitungen so farblos und so 
substanzloa. Sie haben kein ausgeprag
tes (} i ht, weder nach auBen, noch 
nach i.tln.0I1. 

7. Un r deutschen Zeitungen waren 
niemaJ oomiiht um einen sachkundigen 
Mitarb itcrstab. Sie leben aus der Hand 
in den Muud. Sie drucken wahllos so 
ziemlich ~tlIes, was Ihnen der Wind 
zufAUig nuf den Tisch weht. 

W 88 wir heute daher brauchen, drin-
gend fl~ bruuchen, ist eine deutsche 
Zeitung. cine· eigene Meinung hat 
und diese auch vertritt. Die nicht Angst 
hat, einer Konferenz oder irgendeiner 
Berufsachicht auf die Zehen zu treten. 
Wir brau(!hen eine Zeitung, die mutig, 
sachverstiindig und verantwortungs
bewuBt such die Schadstellen unserer 
Gemeinschaft offen darlegt, die Anre
gungen vermittelt und Moglichkeiten 
aufzeigt zu ihrer Behebung. Unsere so 
erfreulich breite Intelligenzschieht ware 
sehr wohl imstande, eine fiihrende 
deutsehe Zeitung zu schaffen undsie 
auch gegen aIle Widerstande der Opposi
tion zu erhalten. 
Mit freundlichen GriiBen 
Dr. Walter Quiring 

Eine La""enje 
AlarDlclock ouda 
de Kutaschsan enn 
daut Madchenheint 
Von Jack Thiessen 

Wann Jie Mensche doa irgendwoa enn 
Wienepetj ouda Gopherville, Musdarp 
ouda Jnodefeld nich weete-ouda jleewe 
welle-daut'et" mol ein Miidchenheim enne 
Stautgauf; jo, enn wann Jie Mensche 
nich weete ouda jleewe daut'et hiea 
dichtbie mol einen achten Kutaschsan 
Nomens Waldemar von Wiela gauf, 
dann rod etj Junt eint von twee Dinja 
toudoune: Moakt dise Zeitung tou enn 
schiimt Junt ouda foaht noh Joakob 
alias Jeap, alias T.V. Faah enn Treherne 
enn loat Junt beleahre. Joh, enn wann 
Jie weete welle waut Kutaschsan Walde
mar von Wiela mettet Machenheim tou
doune haft, dann lacht mol june Schund
literatua von Merry Lewis wach enn 
dann foat Mechel, dam Boll, auhm 
7JOagei enn tjitjt de Sach mau jlitj enne 
Oage nenn! Enn behould mau, daut-et 
lang nich emma sou wea aus nu enn daut 
de mensehliche J eschicht nich mett Die 
enn mie aunjefoange haft. Na, na. Von
doag ess daut doch so, daut fe jieden 
tjlienen Schietareiha, waut nich lase enn 
schriewe kaun eine niee Sehoul gebut 
woat doamett he beleib jeaccomodate 
woat enn he sien eajnet Telephone haft 
doamett he uck daeh enn nacht enn 
Touch bliewe kaun. Enn wann daut nich 
toureatjt, dan send wie dam makelchen 
tjlienen Onkel uck noeh einen V8 schul
dig enn ein Drithike enn ein Snowmobile 
too boot enn toum Steewel. Enn wiels 
daut dentje uck eine jrasselje Sind 
jeworde ess, haft jieda Homo Sapiens 
Representative mett lange Lempe enn 
lange Hoah dann uck noch ein poa 
T.V.'s. Jo, enn nu excuse mie, pleez, 
wiels etj nohm Fouhn mott wiels etj mie 
aul wada tou seha vemult hab enn Merry 
Lewis mie siene dolle Gang oppem 
Hauls schetje well. Se welle ons den 
"Advertising -Hohn" aufdreihe, saje se, 
wann etj nich noch jescheida woa aus etj 
aul sie. 

Enne Tweschentiet oba ess Waldemar 
mett sienem Flitzepee Enj Mal unjaajes. 
Oppem Kelenda steeht 1936. Enne Staut 
ess ein Madchenheim unjre Fuehtel von 

Thiessens Jreeta enn dise Jreeta haft 
~?-n Dietschlaundnoch ein poa groute 
Atlapels voU preische Zuch enn Ord
nung jeschluckt-daut ess de Sehweaja
sche von onsem oulen Friend Jascha de 
uck enne Dartjajoahre SOgOR siena 
Jackies mett Swastikas utneie deed. 

N atierlieh mott enn soun Madchen
heim eine forsche Fuchtel gefe.at woara 
wiels de Ladies doabenne habe gout so 
veel gravity aus dartig kleefeldsche 
Beehives fe einen utjehungaden Kromm
pout, Mr. Bruin jenannt. Jo, enn aul dit 
wisst ons Frind Waldemar aus he 'rus 
tiedig oppstunt enn eine groute Kordon
dous Nohmens "Jewels Sealers" nauhm 
enn doah ein Loch von 2 112 Zoll Derch
mata nennjnieweld enn doah einen 
grouten rouden Hohn von Pappe siene 
Heenajemeind nennstoppd enn daut 
Klotje mett einem Binjabaund tou
dronzeld. Enn donn bung he de Baggage 
faust enn foah los. Schlips, Schildmetz, 
jewichtste Schouh-saut he von Aunfong 
steil enn awabresstig, nohaa kromm enn 
utjepowered. opp sienem Gummesel enn 
roudeld Miel no Miel wahrend de Hoho 
sienen krusen Kopp ut daut Loch schouf 
enn "Fruh morgens wenn die Hahne 
krahen" sung. 

Waldemar wea ein batje kurrig wiels 
Thiesses Jreeta haud ahm daut venje 
Mol enn daut Heim nennjelote wiels he 
Kutaschsan wea, oba daut neachste Mol 
"brinjst waut toum Ate mett ouda de 
Dah blift tou!" sad se. Aulso haud he 
ohne Pape tou froage einen Hohn enje
packt enn de twee Partners, beid mett 
einem jeschwollenen Kaum, weare nu 
onjaweajes oppem C.C.M. double bar 
mett einem tjIienen Tjlinja unjrem 
rachten Dume. Enn tweschen Horizont 
enn Waldemar saut nu emm Jewels
Klotje,de V.I.P. Ambassador waut ahm 
dan Wajch ein bat enn daut Machen
heim nennpawe sullo Dree Stund wea 
Waldemar unjawaajes. "nit haud mie 
Tus enn RuBland bie Pappa oppem I{uta 
nichjedreemed, daut etj noch mol mie 
hiea tou Sehaund enn schiemig oakre 
mott enn disem schatajen Laund, bious 
wiels hiea tou seha de Demokratie utje-
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broake ess, enn wiels de heiwtansche 
oultkoniesche Kluck Thiesses Jreeta 
einem doa nijch nennlat wann eine nich 
sounen lawenjen Sandwitch mett lange 
DolIkleiwe ennen spetzen Schnowel der
chen Red River Valley schlapt!", sada 
enn steach auf wiels ahm de Been nu aus 
Blied weare enn ahm daut gaunze Poat 
Lief tweschen Ridje enn Tjneies enje
schlope woo. Noch mol opp de Stang 
nopp enn nu roundeld he wieda bott he 
de Inventasch ' vonnem Raud enn vom 
Gumm enn von Hohns enn von Kanada 
vewenscht enn veflucht haud. Oba donn, 
donn wearet doch sowiet .... doa wea 
dem Jud sien Stoua enn doah , bung 
Waldemar sienen Reifekunta aum 
Wollm aun enn doah 'wea uck de Striet
koah mett dam grouten blanken Tjlinja 
enn mett daut schnorrje Jereisch enn 
mett dem jniesajen Veteran Conductor, 
tou dam Waldemar uck noch seha fein 
senne musst, wiels' a sonst toup mett 
Hohn enn daut Loch (Waldemar haud 
doa fe den Baording-procedure ein 
roudet Schneppeldoak nennjeprommeld) 
enn mett de Jewels - Canning Dous 
noch rut - enn raufjesajelt wea. 

Jo, doa setta nul Doa sett Waldemar 
von Wiela mett dem tienpundchen Hohn 
enn Dous oppe Schout enn mett daut 
Loch no dam Kutaschsiin jedreit. Enn 
doah statjt dann nu 'uck de Hohn mett 
siene kruse Huw ut daut Loch den Kopp 
rut enn 'lajcht den Koppt ein bat oppe 
Sied enn beoagt sienen ' Chauffeur enn 
dann pickt he ahm auhne Perlmutt
Tjneep. Enn einmol aus de Condocta 
roupt, "Portage ann Main, the center of 
Canada", dann tjreid de Hohn uck noch 
morschig lous! Oba noch tien Minute 
wieda enn donn wea Waldemar mett 
siene lawenje Alarmclock enne wackelje 
Dous aum' Martha-Street-Madchenheim 
aunjekohme. Jo, enn he wea uck mau 
jrods been aus Jreeta enn de Ladies nu 
von aule Siede aunkoume enn Waldemar 
ve lauta Excitement daut Parcel derch~ 
jleppt enn wajchvoll enn de Hohn .siene 
Flichte enn Bewajung satt enn romm
fluach enn doah eine schratelje Revolu
tion mett . Rommouah enn Heideldeih 
enn J eschrech sous enn bille. eine 
Judeschoul veusacht ....... Jreeta 
nauhm nu foats den Bassem enn satt 
doamett den Hohn opp Neutral enn jreip 
den koaschen "son of a clock" (sou sad 
Faah) enn hild ahm aune Flichte mett de 
lintje Haund faust wahrend se Walde
mar von Wieler mett de rachte Haund 
aules enn eine Bewajung tou de Daah 
rutfiestad. Donn tjei~eld Waldemar 
vonne Trapp enn aus he oppstund 
wescht he sich Schweet, Stoff, enn Fadre 
auf ...... enn donn wescht he sich noch 
eemol de kutawohnsche Kutamaneere 
auf enn sad, "Hioo mott eina doch aun' 
dre Seide opplaje! " enn donn sat he 
siene Metz trajcht enn nauhm de 
Strietkoa tridj. mm 
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Religionsfreiheit in 
der So\Vjetunion 

In der M.C.C. - Zeitschrift "Peace 
Section Newsletter" (Vol. X No.4 July
September, 1980) schreibt Peter Dyck, 
Sekretar fur ost·westliche Angelegen' 
heiten des Mennonitischen Zentralkomi· 
tees, uber das Kirchenwesen in der So
wjetunion, worin er besonders hervor
hebt, daB der Begriff von Religionsfr.ei
heit in der Sowjetunion ein anderer 1st 
als im Westen. 

Wenn fuhrende Kirchenmanner aus 
der Sowjetunion von Religionsfreiheit in 
ihrem Lande sprechen, ist es fur uns im 
Westen schwer zu verstehen, was darun
ter gemeint 1st. Nach westlichen Begrif
fen von Religionsfreiheit, gibt es in So
wjetruBland uberhaupt keine Freiheit. 
Doch sollte man nach Peter Dyck 
folgendes in Betracht ziehen, wel!n man 
unsere Briider und Schwestern hinter 
clem" eisernen V orhang" verstehen will. 

Erstens, sowjetische ' Besucher im 
Westen sind hOchst vorsichtig, wenn sie 
tiber religiose Verhaltnisse und Zustiin
de in ihl'em Lande berichten. Besonders 
vorsichtig sind sie im Wahlen del' Worte 
und Ausdrucksweise, wenn sie die 
sowjetische Konstitution in Verbindung 
mit Religionsfreiheit zitieren. Nach der 
sowjetischen Verfassung haben aIle BUr· 
ger des Landes die volle Freiheit, ihren 
personlichen Glauben und ihre Reli~on 
zu pflegen und zu praktizieren. Auch ist 
in der Verfassung kein Wort, das irgend 
jemand das Recht gibt, die Gliiubigen zu 
verfolgen. Doch die Wirklichkeit sieht 
oft anders aus. Auch heute noch werden 
einzelne und religiose Gruppen in del' 
Ausubung ihres geistlichen Lebens 
behindert. Wie Peter Dyck bemerkt, 
"das auf Papier geschriebene Gesetz 
und die eigentliche Praxis und Anwen
dung desselben sind zwei verschiedene 
Dinge.' , 

Zweitens, wenn im Westen von Reli
gionsfreiheit gesprochen wird, denkt 
man dabei an etwas anderes, als was 
man im Osten darunter versteht. Unter 
Religionsfreiheit versteht man in west
lichen Liindern nicht nul" die Freiheit, 
anzubeten und den Glauben zu pflegen, 
wie man will, sondern auch die Freiheit, 
christliche Literatur zu verbreiten, 
Schulen und verschiedene konfessionelle 
Anstalten zu bauen, und seinen religio
sen Glauben durch Missionstiitigkeit zu 
fordern. 

In del' Sowjetunion gibt es diese Art 
von Religionsfreiheit nicht. In Sowjet
ruJ3land wird Religion auf den person· 
lichen und inwendigen Glauben be· 
schrankt und muB zwischen den vier 
Wiinden der Kirche oder des Versamm-

lungshauses bleiben. Der religiose 
Glaube des einzelnen oder der religiosen 
Gruppe darf nicht auf das soziale oder 
politische Leben des Landes angewandt 
werden. Somit ist der Priester oder 
Prediger in der Sowjetunion nicht der 
geistliche Fuhrer und Berater der reli· 
giosen Gemeinschaft, sondem nur eine 
Art Funktionar im sonntaglichen Got
tesdienst. 

Drittens, . die Kirchen und religiosen 
Gemeinschaften in der Sowjetunion 
scheinen mit der politischen Wirklich
keit ein gewisses Abkommen oder Ver
haltnis zu entwickeln. Die Glaubigen 
sind froh und dankbar, daB sie nach 
Stalin und Kruschtchew nicht mehr so 
sehr als vorher verfolgt werden, daB sie 
eine gewisse Religionsfreiheit genieJ3en 
durfen, und daB sie ihres Glaubens in 
aller Stille und Zuriickgezogenheit leben 
konnen. Sie haben sich damit abgefun
den, daU sie ihre Regierung nicht kriti
sieren durfen. Auch scheinen sie nicht 
die Tatsache zu bedauem, daB sie keine 
religiosen Institutionen und Anstalten 
bauen durfen. Hat die Bibel, zum Bei
spiel, irgend etwas uber die Notwendig
keit von Sonntagsschulen und Alten
heimen zu sagen? Die sowjetischen 
Glaubige dienen Gott in ihrem Herzen 
und haben Gelegenheit, das Heil ihren 
Freunden und N achbam mundlich und 
personlich zu verkundigen. Auch bewei
nen sie nicht die Tatsache, daB sie ihre 
Kinder und J ugend nicht zu den christ
lichen Versammlungen mitnehmen dur
fen. Sie behaupten, daB sie die Hande 
voll haben, ihren Kindem das Wort Got· 
tes und ihren Glauben zu Hause zu br
ingen. Eine mennonitische Mutter in 
Kirgisien driickte sich etwa so aus: 

Wir konnen nicht unsere Kinder mit 
uns zur Kirche nehmen, aber das ist 
auch Gottes Wille. Wir sollen sie zu 
Hause belehren, und dadurch will 
Gott, daB unser christliches Familien
leben gefordert wird. Denn wie kann 
ich meinem Kinde den Glauben bei
bringen, wenn ich ihn selbst nicht 
besitze? 
Peter Dyck bemerkt dazu, daB diese 

mennonitische Frau recht habe, und daB 
Christen im Westen so manches von 
ihren Briidern und Schwestem in So
wjetruJ3land lemen konnen. Eines was 
sie lemen konnten ist, ihre Glaubens
giiter ihren Kindem nahezubringen, 
ohne sich dabei auf Sonntagsschule und 
Jugendarbeit zu verlassen: Das andere 
ware, bereit zu sein fur den Glauben zu 
leiden, B.L. 



Mennonites 
in Folklorama 

,At the urging of some of the Mirror 
staff and because of the deep feeling I 
have about the importance of the sub
ject, I would like to carry the discussion 
of the implications of a Mennonite pavi
lion in Folklorama a little further. In 
particular, I would like to respond to 
managing editor Ed Unrau's original 
report on the Mennonite pavilion in the 
September Mirror and his later reply to 
a Mennonite B rethren Herald editorial 
on the same subject. 

It may not have struck him at the 
time, but he managed to write his entire 
first account of the Mennonite pavilion, 
in the September Mirror, without once 
speaking about Christ , even though he 
asked the question, what does it mean to 
be a Mennonite? In fact, he concluded 
that if the pavilion had any fault at all, it 
might be that the religious was 
"played" up too much. "The organizers 
could have played down the religious 
side of Mennonitism more than was 
the case," he wrote. 

It 's hard to imagine how this might 
have been the case, since the first ac
count indicated that there were three 
main aspects at the pavilion and none of 
these read as though they were particu
larly "religious": (1) displays of spin
ning, quilting, crocheting, books, etc. , (2) 
entertainment .. : a mix of classical, 
religious, bluegrass and novel, (3) hold
ing both aspects together . .. food. 

In any case, when it came to respond
ing to my editorial, in which I offered my 
concern that a Mennonite pavilion in the 
midst of an ethnic folk festival confuses 
our Christian witness, Unrau appeared 
to be quite persuaded that the pavilion 
was appropriate and conveyed a good 
witness (with some reservations) for us 
as Mennonites. I wonder, and very little 
of what he has written persuades me 
that he has understood my concerns. 

Part of his problem is that he reveals 
so lit tle understanding of how faith 
relates to culture. I have no difficulty in 
conceding that the Mennonites of Man
itoba have many of the characteristics of 
an thnic group. For the most part, they 
shar a common history, carry many of 
th Same family names, come from a fair
ly narrowly defined place of origin, 
man speak a common German dialect, 
and practice many of the same customs. 
But , b cause that is the case, we would 
sur ly not want to freeze the meaning of 
M nn nite in that ethnic-cultural mold. 
Nel h r would we want to put these 
ethn . characteristics forward and say 
to t l world, "There, that is what it 
rn a " to he a Mennonite. " 

If w wish to speak about faith and 
cultu • and radical Christianity within 

a cultural context, surely that would 
mean placing our culture and all its 
values before the supreme test of alle
giance to Christ. Does it not mean to res
pond in Christianly relevant terms to 
the culture that surrounds us? To reject 
the definition of being a Mennonite that 
I attempted to articulate and then to 
suggest that the Mennonite pavilion as 
the Mirror has described is an expres
sion of the radical Christianity which 
Anabaptism espouses, is really to tri
vialize the whole meaning of being a 
Mennonite. I simply could not see how 
the pavilion spoke a clear, Christian 
word to the cultural milieu of our day. 

There is another element to Christian 
faith that . the Mirror editorial seems 
unable to grasp. If the Jewish communi
ty wishes to enclose their experience 
within a single ethnic community, I can 
understand it, because they have said 
essentially that no one can be a Jew but 
the one born a Jew. But we have said 
that anyone can be a Mennonite who 
joins us in a common confession of 
Christ. Even if we, because of the cir
cumstances of our history, now convey 
some ethnic traits, our stance must 
always be that the faith we confess is 
universal. What we confess about the 
Christian faith and what it means to live 
as a Mennonite is for people of Portu
guese or Indian or Zairian or- Native 
background as much as it is for people 
who came from some spot in central 
Europe. Moreover, all ought to be 
welcome in our fellowships and families. 

I must be honest and say, further
more, that if the writer wishes to make a 
strong separation between homself and 
evangelical Christians he can, but I 
cannot. I cannot see how anyone who 
wishes to identify with what it means to 
be Anabaptist can. If we confess Christ, 
WB won't start (or end) by saying, "A 

Mennonite Christian stands apart not 
only from the world, but also from the 
mainstream of Christianity, including 
fundamental evangelical Christianity." 
I may stand apart from the world, but I 
won't stand apart from fellow Chris
tians. We 

. will want to stand together with other 
Christians, even when we don't agree on 
some things. .We have a long 
history in the province. Many people 
know us mainly or perhaps even only as 
an ethnic group. To convey the meaning 
of the faith core which nourishes our 
lives as Christians places an enormous 
responsibility upon us. We cannot un
thinkingly put forward handcrafts. Low 
German plays, foods and other displays, 
and feel we have added our part to our 
society. All these may have a place. But 
if we are concerned about bringing into 
our society a witness for Christ and the 
gospel-and coming out on the side of 
justice, love and peace-we must test 
carefully what we say and do. By almost 
any serious test, the Mennonite pavilion 
would have failed badly, I am convinced. 

Cordially yours, 
Harold Jantz, Editor 

Mennonite Brethren Herald 

It is not quite accurate to say that the 
Mirror staff "urged" Mr. Jantz to respond. 
Because his views were cited in our editorial 
we suggested that he might wish to reply. We 
had hoped that this would result in a calm, 
objective discussion of the issues, without 
aspersions cast on the Christian commitment 
of the participants. We regret the attack on 
the Christian integrity of our managing 
editor contained in this letter. Readers are 
encouraged to read the original editorial to 
see for themselves how many quotations are 
used out of context in the above letter. (The 
Mirror) 
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your word 
PAVILION SAYS THANKS 

Dear Sir: 
The first Mennonite Pavilion, at Folk

lorama 1980, is history. In numerous 
respects it was a success- a spirit of co
operation developed and prevailed 
among the people who worked at the 
Pavilion, the attendance was good with 
an estimated average of 2000 visitors 
per night, and net proceeds of $11,500 
were realized. These net proceeds have 
been shared equally between the West
gate Mennonite Collegiate and the Men
nonite Collegiate Institute. 

On behalf of the planning and organiz
ing committee I want to thank the hun
dres of volunteers who helped with this 
Pavilion. Without your help in preparing 
the food before and during the Folklo
rama week, in organizing displays, in ar
ranging for the entertainment and in 
working at the Pavilion we could not 
have carried out this event. We sincerely 
appreciate the assistance we have re
ceived. 

We also express our thanks to the 
groups that provided entertainment at 
the Pavilion. 
Thank you all! , 
On behalf of the Planning Committee 
John Friesen 

REPLY TO SOCIALIST VIEW 

Dear Sir: 
After reading Mr. Rene Siemens' arti

cle on "Crushing Capitalism Makes 
Strikes Necessary" in your September 
issue, I came across the following state
ment: 

You cannot bring about prosperity 
by discouraging thrift. 

You cannot help the weak, by 
weakening the strong. 

You cannot establish sound secur
ity on borrowed money. 

You cannot help the wage earner 
by pulling down the wage payer. 

You cannot keep out of trouble by 
spending more than you earn. 

You cannot help men permanently 
by doing for them what they 
could and should do for them
selves. 

Would you kindly publish it in refer
ence to the above article, but kindly do 
withhold my name. 
Thank you, I am 
Yours sincerely, 
name withheld 

~------~-----------------------~-----~----~----~~ 

Woodlands Supply & Mfg. Co. 
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and finishing supplies. 
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COURAGE IS NOTEWORTHY 
BUT LOGIC IS FAULTY 

Dear Sir: 
Ed Unrau's courage in prescribing 

what ought to constitute a Mennonite 
pavillion in Folklorama is noteworthy. 
To define the nature of a Mennonite 
presence in a "secular event" intended 
to be "entertaining and informative" 
seems to be a rather tricky business. But 
Unrau's prescription for our pavillion is 
confusing, to say the least. 

The confusion lies not in the recom
mendation that there might have been 
"an appropriately scripted variety 
show," nor in the suggestion that 
"family-life" be emphasized, nor in the 
notion tht Mennonitism's growth in 
non-Western cultures be illustrated. 
Those points seem logical enough. 

The confusion lies elsewhere, in con
cepts rather than in specific sugges
tions. The assertion that "Mennonites 
find it hard to separate religion and 
culture" seems to be the source of the 
problem. One wonders, as an aside, 
whether Mennonites alone have that dif
ficulty. Jesus himself had a sirnilarpro
blem (if it is, indeed, a "problem") when 
he chose footwashing, a cultural pheno
menon, as a symbol of religious signifi
cance. It seems that culture and religion 
always intrude on one another, and dis
entanglement of the two may well be im
possible. In fact, we very much take for 
granted the cultural ingredients of our 
religion, even at the most fundamental 
level. Consider, for example, our conster
nation at the cultural incongruity of hav
ing every church steeple topped not by a 
cross but by an electric chair. That 
would be culture shock indeed. 

In any case, Unrau attempts to separ
ate religion and culture, and argues for 
more culture, less religion. He recom
mends about religion "only to work it 
in" to show that being Mennonite "also 
has its religious side." (Emphasis mine.) 

This elevation of the cultural element 
appears inconsistent with Unrau's earl
ier lament that "None of the com
ponents of the Mennonite paVillion were 
uniquely Mennonite." Just whose pavil
lion was it, then, if everything in it was 
borrowed? If Unrau is referring to cul
tural components only, as his examples 

I (:JI ALLMAR DISTRIBUTORS LTD. 

WINNIPEG • REGINA • SASKATOON • EDMONTON • VANCOUVER 
"di stributors of wholesale buildi'ng materials & architechtural hardware" 

I _ _________________ ~ 
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of crokinole and knacksoate would in
dicate, then his Position still leaves the 
possibility that within the religious 
sphere, at least, even if not in the 
cultural, there is something uniquely 
Mennonite to be found. Why then down
play the religious aspect? Why diminish 
the focus on that which may be unique 
merely to highlight the borrowed and 
the adapted? 

Mr. Unrau feels that he has indeed 
found the "one thing" that is truly, dis
tinctively Mennonite. While other pavil
lions are merely "trying to maintain ... 
a folk way of life that the people have 
left behind," a Mennonite pavillion 
could show the world that "being Men
nonite is a way of life, an attitude, that 
one chooses." (Emphasis mine.) In the 
capability for choice, says Unrau, lies 
the unique Mennonite feature we should 
show the world. 

Let us examine that. Just what is the 
choice we have that others do not? 
Unrau seems to suggest an either-or pro
position: one either "remains and main
tains" Mennonitism or one does not. But 
such a capability for choice surely is not 
unique to Mennonites. Surely the Italian 
family, for example, chooses whether to 
maintain Italian cooking, or whether to 
continue speaking Italian in the home. 
Surely the Hebrew youth makes some 
choices about the extent of his ortho
doxy. And, vice versa, surely Mr. 
Kolbinski remains Slavic, despite his 
"choice" to the contrary, to the same 
degree that Mr. Friesen, despite his 

"choice" to the contrary, remains Men
nonite. The degree of choice we actually 
have is a moot point. One does not very 
easily "choose" to connect, disconnect, 
or reconnect ones cultural/religious 
roots. Such a choice is often limited, the 
choice is often gradual, the choice is to a 
degree illusory, and above all, whatever 
the choice is, it is not unique to Men
nonites. 

Even if it were, there is always the em
barrassing possibility that in choosing 
to be Mennonite one is merely choosing 
"the influence of another culture." How 
difficult it is to prescribe "an honest 
Mennonite pavillion"! 

Yorkshire pudding and pacifism do 
not mix nearly as well as plume moos 
and non-resistance. 
Sincerely, 
Arnold Reimer 
Winnipeg 

DESERVES DISCUSSION 
Dear Sir: 

I write to commend you for giving us 
Harry Loewen's excellent statement, 
"Who is a Mennonite?" in the last issue 
of the MM It has literary class, theolo
gical and historical integrity, and ad
dresses itself squarely to the issues 
which face us. It deserves wide discus-
sion. 

Bill Klassen 
Winnipeg 

MENNONITE KINGDOM 
Dear Sir: 

We enjoy reading your magazine and 
always enjoy settling down to an even
ing of "What's new?" in the Mennonite 
kingdom. We appreciated the report on 
graduates from the various universities, 
?tc. which you presented in your June 
Issue. 

Your puzzles are fun to unscramble, 
and we get a challenge out of trying to 
do some justice to our heritage by at
tempting to decipher the Low German 
articles. 

We enjoyed your "View from the 
Pew" and would like to see some rural 
churches covered as well. Also, a sugges
tion for future issues-we really would 
like to meet the authors a little more
especially female authors-for example 
-spouse's name if married, place of 
residence, career, etc. It makes the ar
ticles more personal and we may even 
find we distantly know them. 
W Peters 
Randolph, Man. 

HERE'S MY MONEY 
Dear Sirs: 

Please accept a cheque for a continued 
subscription. We have thoroughly en
joyed the Mirror and would like to con
tinue enjoying it. 
Agnes Peters 
Saskatoon. 
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our word 

10 YEARS OF HOMESPUN COMMENT 
HELPS KEEP THE MIRROR YOUNGI 

Readers will have noticed from our recent front covers 
that the Mirror is in its tenth year of publication. A 
decade of survival may not seem like any big deal, but it is 
much more than a lifetime for many journalistic enter
prises such as ours. Most journals and magazines, like 
most babies in more primitive times, do not even survive 
infancy. Not that we are unique even among Mennonite 
papers. The nationally distributed bi-weekly Mennonite 
Reporter is also celeorating its. tenth birthday. The coin
cidence is interesting. When the old Winnipeg-based 
Canadian Mennonite ceased publication about ten years 
ago, Roy Vogt decided to fill the vacuum with a local mon
thly magazine, and so the Mirror was born about the same 
time here as the Canadian Mennonite's bi-weekly suc
cessor the Reporter was born in the East. 

From the beginning the Mirror has been an indepen
dent, self-supporting publication neither subsidized nor 
supported by any Mennonite conference, church or other 
outside organization. We rely entirely on advertising 
revenue, SUbscription fees, and a few individual and cor
porate donations. Most years-although not always-we 
manage by a slim margin to operate in the black. Our 
financial independence makes it possible, of course, for us 
to be independent in other ways. We can afford to com
ment freely on Mennonite issues which church papers 
may avoid discreetly or neatly straddle. We can even dare 
to take a controversial stand occasionally, although doing 
so has landed us in hot water more than once with our 
readers. However, we do try to exercise restraint and a 
sense of responsibility in handling sensitive subjects and 
issues. While the Mirror can and does speak for a wider 
spectrum of Mennonites than do Mennonite church 
papers, we do not want to abuse that privilege. While we 
occasionally allow Mennonite dissidents to voice their opi
nions in our pages, we are emphatically not an organ of 
Mennonite dissept. Criticising from the outside is easy 
and costs nothing; criticising from the inside takes guts 
and a mature sense of compassion. We would hope that 
one of the Mirror's valuable functions is to draw 
peripheral Mennonites gradually into that orbit of mature 
commitment. 

Another thing to note about the Mirror~ is its deliber
ately maintained spirit of rugged amateurism, its air of 
having been put together by guess and by God. Some of 
our readers regard that as one of our main shortcomings. 
We do not. In all its years the Mirror has had only one pro
fessional journalist on its staff, our managing editor Ed 
Unrau, who does a highly competent job of layout-in his 
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spare time. Our entire staff, including editors and writers, 
are part-time volunteers. There are no professional 
jealousies or tensions on our staff. Rather, there is an 
easy-going sense of comaraderie which we think carries 
over into our pages. Not for us the gloss and slickness of 
high-powered magazines (we couldn't afford them any
way). We strive for an unassuming, even homespun, sense 
of honesty and integrity in our pieces, and let the adjec
tives fall where they may! 

Over the years, the Mirror has changed very little in 
terms of physical format and content. We still run a more 
or less evenly balanced mixture (depending on submis
sions) of feature articles, news items, think pieces, 
reviews, and short fiction in three languages. Again, some 
readers criticize us for what they consider a mish-mash of 
content and urge us to adopt a more unified or specialized 
content. We cheerfully resist, believing as we dol that 
most of our readers like our homely Mennonite stew and 
would not like to see us experimenting with a more 
sophisticated literary cuisine. 

Our format has not changed much either. Our issues 
have usually alternated between 24 and 32 pages, depend
ing on the amount of advertising we manage to sell for a 
given issue. For the first several years we were able to ~se 
a quality white paper which our readers liked, but for the 
past few years publishing costs have risen so ste&ply 
that we are forced to resort to cheaper, greyer paper-
even for our covets. However, during this anniversary 
year we are trying for a better quality cover at least. 

We on the staff look forward to the Mirror's second 
decade, and take modest pride not only in its . longevity 
but also in its by now acknowledged role as a cultural 
organ for the Mennonites of this area. We still have some 
of the Mirror's origiDal editors and writers on .our staff to 
provide continuity, but we are also excited by the fact 
that we are attracting more and more young Mennonite 
writers with a new approach and fresh talent as regular 
contributors. Our readers can look forward to some 
challenging, well-executed articles and series of articles in 
upcoming issues. 

Far from feeling old and tired, the Mirror is just beginn
ing to come into its full strength and vigor. We will keep 
publishing as long as we feel our readers want us. We 
welcome your letters, suggestions and criticism. As long 
as the debate doesn't become too personal or strident we 
will be happy to carry it in our pages. 

Here's to many more years of reflections in a Mennonite 
Mirror! . -A.R. 



'business and professional directory 

G. K. BRAUN INSURANCE SERVICES LTD. 

CB 
LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

INCLUDING [[e~.~f.:tg 

For service. phone or come to: 

Box 130. 171 Donald St. , Rm. 301 
Winnipeg. Man. R3C 1M4 
Phone: 942-6171 

Rosenort. Man. ROG 1WO 
Phone 1-746-8411 

Thorne 
Riddell 

Chartered Accountants 
1200-220 Portage Avenue 

Winnipeg . Manitoba 
R3C OM 

Telephone 957-1770 

• 
OFFICES IN 

ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES IN CANADA 

BUS. 745-6014 
RES . 745-3698 

BROOKDALE AGENCIES 
. SPECIALIZING IN FARM PROPERTY 

PAUL 
KLASSEN 

Broker 

• 
35 ist St. S.W. 

CARMAN, MANITOBA 
Member of the W!mipeg Real Estate Board ROG OJO 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL ; 

S~'4,. t:ONSTRUCTION CO. LTD. ' 
" CRUSADER " CHAIN LINK FENCE " PARIS PLAYGROUND EQUIP. 

GALVANIZED VINYL COATED TENNIS COURT FENCES 
BASEBALL BACK STOPS - NETS & POSTS 

3818 WILKES AVE. WPG. R3S 1A9 

GEORGE THIESSEN 895-0202 . 

DR. A. JOHN J. WIENS 
Ch i ropractor 

Klldonan Chiropratlc Centre 
232 Henderson Hwy. 
Winnipeg, Man. R2L 1 L9 
Ph: 668-0542 

136 Main Street N. 
Sl. Jean Bapt iste. Man. 

Ph : 758-3833 

Garth P. Reimer 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CAMPBELL, MAXWELL, KOZMINSKI & JACKIEW 
400-208 Edmonton Street 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1 R7 

Telephone 942-3311 Residence 475·5655 

WILLIAM MARTENS 

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR 

703 Somerset Place 
294 Portage Avenue 

WINNIPEG 1, MANITOBA 
Telephone 942-7247 

----------------------~------------_I 

Rutledge· Unger. Jenlon 
Barristers & Solicitors 

Phone 888·3204 
214-2281 PORTAGE AVE. R3J OM1 

Mr. Fred Rutledge 
Mr. Abe Unger 
Mr. Robert Jenlon 

We're 

L.L.B. 
L.L.B. 
L.L.B. 

just a punt north 
of the Winnipeg Football Stadium ... 

STADIUM fORD i 
Empress at Sl. MaHhews 786-3851 

~~ 
WINNIPEG WELDING SUPPLIES LTD. 

45 ARCHIBALD STREET, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 
R2J OV7 

PETER W. DOERKSEN 
Business 233-3434 
Residence 269-3877 
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cpAir's 

"We're out-,.(o be JOur airline!' 

CP and [ . are registered trademarks oi Canadi an Pacific limited 

Only CP Air offers you regularly 
scheduled service over the shorter Polar 
Route from Winnipeg to Amsterdam with 
connections to Germany. 

What's more, you can take advantage 
of our low-cost fares. And you can easily bring 
your family and friends to Canada with our 
convenient prepaid ticket service. 

(Either way we promise friendly, 
multilingual flight attendants. ) 

But CP Air has a lot more going 
for you. 

Our beautiful orange jets fly between 
fi ve continents and because we're one of 
Canada's biggest airlines we can jet you to just 
about every major Canadian dty. 

Then there's our budget-minded 
Canadian vacation packages so you can 
stretch your holiday dollar from coast to 

Speaking of affordable 
vacation packages, CP Air also 
offers economical tours to the 
Orient , Australia, New Zealand, 
Fiji, Hawaii , South America, 
Mexico, California and Europe . 

And no matter where in 
the world you fly with us we'll offer 
you our famous international 
cuisine, real china and silver, 
European wines and liqueurs and 
warm, inflight hospitality. 

So come on along. Call 
your travel agent today for details. 
Or talk to CP Air. 

CPAir 


