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Westgate:is 

. . . retreat time. ; . 

foil 
even is 

November 17 
8:00 p.m. 
Crescent-Ft_ Rouge United Church 
(Wardlaw at Nassau) 

November 23-25 
CMBC Rehearsal Hall 
Registration : $ '0.00 

December 8 
7:30 p.m. 
CMBC Gymnasium 

December 9 
7:30p.m. 
Whitewater Mennonite Church 
Boissevain 

.. . parents/teachers ... 

CMBC ORATORIO CHOIR 
George Wiebe, conductor 
Music by Bernstein, 
Mendelssohn, Rachmaninoff 

CHRISTIAN WRITERS WORKSHOP 
Writing for children 
Writing 'for youth 
Writing devotional material 
News writing 
Fe ture writing 
Photography 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

600 Shaftesbury Blvd. Winnipeg Manitoba R3P OM4 TELEPHONE: 888-6781 
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SPECIAL 
CHRISTMAS GIFT OFFER 

"MENNONITE 
of the " MIRROR 

Help someone who isn't receiving the Mirror 
to become acquainted with this popular 
magazine. 

Subscribers to the MM can order gift subscriptions fot' Christmas at a 
special one-half price by using the coupon below. The usual rate for 
one year is $6 and for two years it's $11 . 
When you use the coupon you can order a one year :subscription for 
$3 and a two-year subscription for $5.50. This reduction applies to 
each subscription that you order. This offer is good only for paid-up 
subscribers and senior citizens. 
If you are not a paid-up subscriber or senior citizen, enclose a 
subscription payment for yourself at the regular rate and use the 
coupon to order gift subscriptions at the special rate. 
A card will be sent to each person for whom you order a gift 
subscription to inform them of your gift. 

Act now at this unusual rate 
I -----....--> -----.----_. - ----------

SPECIAL RATE COUPON 
worth $3 off each $6 gift subscription and $5.50 off each $11 gift subscription. 
Please enclose this coupon with order. 

Yourname ~ ________ ~ _________________________ _ 

Address ------~.-----______ ____________ _ 

City/ town ____________________ Postal Code ___ _ _ 

Please send a gift subscription to: 

Name-------------------------------

Address _ __________________________________ _ 

City/ town _ __________ _ __ ------ Postal Code ___ _ 

Name - ----------------------------------------

Address _ _____ _______________ -,-________________ _ 

City/ town ______ _ ---------------- Postal Code ---__ _ 

I am a current subscriber or senior citizen ___________ _ 
I enclose $6 (for one year) or 11 (for two years) for my own subscrip
tion 

( Mirror mix-up) 

You give but little when 
you give of your possess. 
ions. It is when you 
give of yourself that you 
truly give. Gibran. . 

Letts. all do our 

Here's an apology for the mix-up in 
last month's Mix-up. A mere 15 people 
braved the problem and entered, with I 

the result that Frieda Loewen of Morris . 
was picked the winner. 

The answers to the October puzzle are 
hush, jelly, fruit, grain, produce, and 
jack frost. . 

The problem with the puzzle was that 
the wrong two letters in the word grain 
were circled for use in the answer at the 
bottom of the artwork. 

The letters are to be re-arranged and 
written in the squares to form words. 
Letters which fall into the squares with 
circles within them are to be arranged to 
complete the answer at the bottom . of 
the puzzle. 

A winner will be drawn at random 
from among the correct entries and a 
prize will be awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror of
fice by November 16, 1979. 

Name 
Address 
Town/City 
Postal .Code _________ _ 

Send entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203 - 818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba · R3G ON4 
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A REVIEW: 
, No Strangers 
in Exile 

German version, and I am a bit confused 
when Reimer tells us in his introduction 
that he "re-wrote" the novel, that he 
"tried to realize (the author's) intentions . 
more fully" by softening "overt didacti
.cism" and "de-emphasizing" pro
German . propaganda. Though good 
books age, surely they do not'mied to be 
rewritten every generation. 

NO STRANGERS IN EXILE, a novel Having said that, I realize of course 
by Ha,!-s Harder. that an author can do what he pleases 

with his work; he may even choose not to 
Reviewed by Rudy Wiebe respect his own youthful vision which 

Here's the perfect Christmas gift for created it in the first place. I don't like 
the Mennonite who has everything. Also that, but it maY be important for a 
for those who have quite a lot-which (writer to show he has changed his mind 
'means all the rest of us. . about the world and the people in it, 

'. I am not trying to be smart. This book r\ From the introduction it would seem 
is not long, but it tells a story which we 'that Harder agrees ,with Reimer's 1979 
descendents of the generation that ex- "re-writing" of his first novel, and I cer
perienced the Russian Revolution must tainly am happy that the book exists as 
hear again. I read it through in one even- it now does in English: It is very attrac
ing: it is a Mennonite version of One Day tively designed (it will add grace to any 
in the Life of Ivan Deni80vich and coffee-table or bookshelf and it should be 
though Hans Harder is no Solzhenitsyn, read in thousands of homes this Christ
the story itself is so moving that a great mas. 
writer seems hardly needed. Logging If that happens, perhaps a few more of 
Camp Number 513 in the Vologda us can begin to understand what Alex
Forest east of Archangel is the setting, ander Harms means when he looks 
1930, and in it exiled Mennonite men ahead into his endless Imprisonment and 
and women and children try to survive says to himself: ' 
under unbelievable conditions through "For nothingness triumphant, let us 
the terrible Russian winter. Some sur- pray in peace to God. " mm 
vive as animals, and the reader can only 
say: yes, in such Ii world it is impossible 
that it be otherwise; but others go be
yond that and discover at last what it is 
to be essentially, ' quintessentially 
hUman. The status of money, rank, 
achievement, race, family, blood, posses
sions, every thing a human being can 
have is relentlessly leeched out of these 
characters until only their raw humanity 
is left. 

BIBLE 
LANDS 

PROPHETIC 
PILGRIMAGE 

15 Wonderful days. 

March 3-17, 1980 

Cost: $1595 

Visiting: Jordan and Israel. 

For full particulars write: 
Rev. Elvin Ensign 
Box 216, Station C 
Winnipeg, Manitoba . 
R3M 3S7 

PHONE - 668-1613 

And what is that? It seems to me that 
in the end this novel achieves the sheer 
transparency of the finest Russian 
stories: I think of Tolstoi's "The Three 
Hermits" (also set in the Archangel 
district), a · particular kind of Russian 
spirituality which Mennonites, if left to 
their own devices, nev~r ac~eve.They i ~ 
don't even want to achieve it; they are \' 
too busy dragging things together . for I ' 
the good of themselves and their 
children and their image. It seems to me 
that towards the end of the novel the 
narrator, Alexander Harms, is begin
ning to attain that willed Gelassenheit 
which only the greatest, and the least, of 
Russian saints ever finds. It is a remark
able portrait of a Mennonite hero; the 
more so in that it was first published in 
1934. 

Education today is a lot more than simple book learning. The crunch seems to be: What can I 

A problem arises, however. It is hard 
to say how much of this fine achieve
ment in writing belongs to Hans Harder 
and how much to Al Reimer, the Univer
sity of Winnipeg English professor who 
" translated, edited, and expanded" the 
original work. I have not read the 1934 
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do with it? . 
WBC has developed several distinctive vocational alternatives built upon a solid Biblical foun
dation: 
A. A three-year pre-vocational B.A. - for professional development. Pre-seminary , or Pre

education . 
B. A three-year General B.A in Biblical Studies . 
C . A four-year vocational B. A in Biblical Ed.e.tloa with tracks in Bible/ Theology. 

Pastoral Studies. Chrl.tl.a Mlal.trl •• with tracks in Christian Ed ., 
Communications, Educational Leadership , Counselling, Camping, Youth Ministries . 
M •• le. HI.tory 

D. A four-year integrative vocational B.A. in 
B •• la ••• Ad_lal.u.tloa. Child Car •• Cr_tlv. Co .... a a le.tloo •• 
Nar.loB_ (These are offered in conjunction with Red River Community College.) 

Then there's the four-year Bachelor of Church Music and the one-year Certificate of 
Biblical Studies. 

Write for full information: Henry B. Esau , Registrar , 

Winnipeg Bible College Otterburne , Manitoba 
ROA IGO 



The following are supporters of the Men
nonite Literary Society Inc., the non
profit organization which publishes the 
Mennonite Mirror. 

Donors: 

Rudolf W. Dyck, Kroeker Seeds, P.J. 
Reimer, City Press. Dr. Peter Vogt and 
Mrs. Gerhard Wiens. 

Sustaining members: 

H.W. Redekopp, D.H. Epp, Loewen 
Millwork, Dr. B.B. Fast, A.J. Wiens, and 
R.H. Vogt. 

Patrons: 

Dr. C.W. Wiebe 

Benefactors: 

A.J. Thiessen. Dr. David Friesen, 
Monarch Industries Ltd., Triple E Mfg., 
and Walter Loewen. 

The cover: The picture is one of 
the illustrations by Arlene Osen in 
the just-published book, No 
Strangers In Exile. A review of the 
book appears in this issue. 

To Our Readers 
From The Publisher 

The Mennonite Literary Society, Inc. invites you to become a 
voting member of the society. The Mennonite Literary Society, 
Inc. publishes the Mennonite Mirror as well as books like the 
two volumes of Russian Mennonite history edited and 
translated by Dr. AI Reimer. The society is a non-profit 
organization and is recognized by the federal government for 
purposes ot issuing income tax deductible receipts. You are 
encouraged to become a member ot this society. Such 
membership requires a minimum annual payment of $25 which 
will Officially make you a donor to the society. This will also 
make you a voting member and enable you to participate in the 
annual meeting in an active way. The next annual meeting will 
take place on November 17th. Please act promptly. Mail your 
contribution with the enclosed form, as soon as possible so 
that you can become an active member. 

~ ......................................... . ...................... 

Name ______________________________________ __ 

Address ________________ Postal Code ___ __ 

Telephone No. _______ _ 

Donors $25 to $99 annually • Patrons $500 to $999 annually 

Sustaining members $100 to $499 annually. Benefactors $1000 or more 
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The view from the 
pew: (I) 
when a stranger 
comes to worship 

One of the purposes of the Ch,istian church is to witness effectively both to its 
own members and to the "Stra{lger in the Gate n. The Mennonite Mirror has decided 
to test how well this is being done by having two of its writers evaluating a church 
service in our Winnipeg Mennonite congregations. 

For this purpose we have asked a M ennonite housewife and a young Mennonite 
male university s tudent to visit Winnipeg M ennonite congregations and to report on 
their experience. . .-" 

With this issue we begin the first of a series of articles dealing with their "View 
from the Pew ". Each month wOe will examine a different Mennonite church in Win
nipeg. I t is our opinion that our churches can benefit from such evaluation. We 
would be interested to kno w whether ourreaders share this opinion. 

AT BETHEL: HOME TO A CLOSE KNIT CONGREGATION 

On Sunday, September 23rd, I visited 
the Bethel Mennonite Church on Staf
ford St. and part icipated in a service 
conducted by the regular minister and 
featuring the church's senior choir. The 
following is an account of some personal 
observations. 

The interior of the Bethel church is 
well-lit and cheerful. Large pot ted plants 
situated near the front of the church 
were a surprise to me but added a nice 
touch. The church is home to what 
seems to be a large yet close-knit con
gregation which occupied every avail
able seat on this particular Sunday. 
Before the service, the minister bid us 
stand and introduce ourselves to our 
neighbors in the pews. 

The text of the sermon "The Un
wanted Ministry" was t aken from John 
13:2·17, in which the apostle Peter 
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reprimands Jesus for washing his feet. 
This story formed the basis for a dis
cussion of the habitual reluctance of 
Christians to have their needs (spiritual 
and otherwise) ministered to by others 
or, specifically, by the Church. The ser
mon was well planned and researched 
but seemed unbalanced. In particular, a 
thorough tracing of the tradition of foot 
cleansing through history seemed, at 
times, to obscure the central purpose. I 
felt that the minister left himself too 
little time to deal with the theological 
problem he had encountered, which was 
the Christian notions of superiority and 
inferiority associated with the service of 
the ministry. Christians certainly find it 
easy to confess their deficiencies and 
beg guidance before God, but asking 
such favors of another man presents 
difficulties. Perhaps a change of attitude 

is in order. 
Although these issues were touched 

upon, I did not feel they constituted the 
proper focal point of the sermon. The 
sermon was delivered well, however, and 
the service as a whole was conducted in 
what I felt was a warm and friendly way. 

The musical program seemed ade
quate. A rather dull selection of older 
hymns was highlighted by the inclusion 
of one of my personal favorites, Kum.
baya, sung in a spirited way by the 
senior choir . The choir seemed ambitious 
enough but was perhaps a little small for 
the congregation it represented. The 
minister appealed for new members, and 
there did seem to be a number of strong 
voices in the congregation. 

As I mentioned previously, the con
gregation was fairly large. It also 
featured good representation from all 



age groups, although the younger set 
gave evidence of their presence a little 
too often during the service. A small 
library, a missionary activity map, and a 
large number of "event" notices in the 
program gave evidence of a congrega
tion which was on the move. 

- A young person. 

ANOTHER VIEW 
OF SUNDAY 
AT BETHEL 

Situated on the corner of Carter 
A venue and Stafford Street, this large 
and beautifuly plain church is very 
much in keeping with the simplicity our 
Mennonite . forefathers revered. This 
autumn Sunday morning the sun strikes 
the wood on the wall making it seem bur
nished. 

The choir, small considering the size of 
the congregation, was ably and en
thusiasticaly led by a lady choir direc
tor. I would have liked to see her enthu
siasm transmitted more to the choir, but 
they sang well and I enjoyed the songs. 
I would also have liked to see the direc
tor's name mentioned in the bulletin, as 
well as perhaps that of the youth direc
tor and Sunday School supervisor. 

In the announcements, there were 
many, many activities outlined for 
groups of all ages for the coming week, 

making it apparant that this was an ac
tive, growing church. There were Bible 
study groups, choir practices for the 
three choirs, a Pioneer Girl's Club 
meeting, several youth group meetings 
as well as those that are the backbone of 
every church, council and missions 
meetings. 

"Bethel Family Notes" in the an
nouncements gives the feeling that this 
is really a family church, therefore close
knit. 

Rev. J. Pauls' message, "The Un
wanted Ministry," dealt with the ability 
to allow others to minister to ourselves, 
of necessity a humbling experience but 
essential to allow us to feel caring from a 
fellow Christian and to receive the bless
ings that follow such interaction. Foot 
washing, still practiced in some Menno
nite churches, was the analogy he used in 
arguing the need for the ministery of 
service." 

The congregation was slightly restless 
and I realized that if the youngsters had 
been in Sunday School at 9:45 a.m., it 
would be hard to sit still for over two 
hours; so their restlessness wasn't sur
prising. 

Perhaps with such a large congrega
tion, the singing could have been hear
tier, but I enjoyed the last song especial
ly, "Cast Thy Burden Upon the Lord." 
On leaving the church, so many people 
encouraged us to return that I would 
certainly recommend Bethel Mennonite 
to anyone looking for a friendly Menno
nite church. 

- A housewife 

Cambrian 
Excavators 

1333 Dugald Road 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Telephone 233-8033 

Frank Hornung 
Manager 

AN ARTIST QUALITY PIANO FOR YOUR HOME 

YAMAHA 
The same qualities that make Yamaha Grand 

Pianos the choice of professional musicians 
. ' 

conservatories, concert halls and universities the 
world over - Yamaha's brilliant tone, flawless 
resonance, crisp action, extended retention of 
perfect tune and outstanding durability - make 
it an ideal choice for the home. . 

Yamaha's ten-year guarantee is further proof 
of quality. "If any defect in workmanship or 
materials causes customer dissatisfaction, Yamaha 
will correct the fault to the owner's approval or 
replace the entire piano." 

Compare quality. Compare price. You'll see that 
Yamaha is the outstanding piano value, a superb 
instrument for the home as well as the concert hall . 

• YAMAHA 

~ .. , ........................................ 1.3.3.0.p.o.rt.ag.e.A.v.e ..... 78.6.-2.4.6.1...... J 6th Floor, The Bay - 772-4861 J 
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Hans Harder 
says he's never at ease 
with the establishm~nt 
by Mary M. Enns 

Our taxi winds its way through the 
lovely West German countryside. The 
young woman. who drives it as though 
we were on the Auto-Bahn instead of a 
rural roadway, needs no specific address 
from us. "Yes, we have known Professor 
Harder for a long time." 

And there he stands on this side of his 
garden gate. The picture is charming. 
Behind him a surprisingly large, ramb
ling, low country home built into a forest 
of trees. Flower beds, suggesting an 
English country garden, lend colour to 
this idyllic setting. But most delightful 
is the man of small stature who stret
ches out both hands to greet us. Says 
Harry Loewen, who visited the Harders 
in May and has prepared this busy man 
for our interview " ... a veritable Moses 
image." Snowy white hair, sharp, bright 
eyes in a round face glowing with 
warmth and excitement. Like Moses he 
has been, for many years, a leader of peo
ple. Like Moses he has been angered by 
human behaviour. Unlike the patriarch 
of old, who in all likelihood, wore the 
long flowing garments and sandals of 
his day, Hans Harder's dark blue velvet 
I van Rebroff (Tolstoy?) shirt seems 
quite in character. 

Friedel Harder, his wife of almost 50 
years, arrives upon the scene in the man
ner of a true German gentlewoman. 
With easy grace she invites us into her 
husband's study and reception room. It 
is a large room with a low table and soft, 
comfortable settees and chairs in the 
visiting area. A massive desk and walls 
lined with bookshelves are the living, 
breathing, and working area of this pro
lific author. 

Tall windows .allow sunlight and the 
green forest to invade the rooms. How 
could we imagine that some four or five 
hours later we would leave this beautiful 
acre and these two people of God with 
fond and almost painful regret! 
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Friedel and Hans Harder 

A theologian and preacher, historian, 
author of many books and papers, one
time professor of sociology at the 
University of Wupperthal, Harder must 
schedule his visitors. There are many 
who seek an "audience" with him. That 
is why the cabbies all know him and 
smile when they speak of him. 

Preaching on a regular basis in Frank
furt is a labour of devotion to him. He is 
dedicated to a philosophy of his own: 
"The important thing is, have you ex- ' 
perienced what you affirm?" 

Hans Harder was born in a village in 
Alexandcrtal. Russia, in 1903. By his 
own admission he was an overly sen
sitive child, given to melancholy and 
many tears. It was only in the last few 
decades "that I came to myself. I have 
become a man who is never at ease with 
the establishment". One of his books, 

Gegen den Strom, (Against the Stream) 
bears witness to this theory of "He who 
wants to reach the source must swim 
against stream". Now he is prepared to 
say, "Our loving God has humour". 

Leo Tolstoy 's writings made a deep 
impression on him to the point where he 
considers him the greatest author who 
has ever lived. (Harder was well ac
quainted with Tolstoy 's last secretary.) 
He expresses his own faith as follows: 
"We are all sons and daughters of God 
and beloved by Him. If I have received 
forgiveness of my sins J must also 
forgive anyone and everyone. I may sit 
in judgment of no one. And if we believe 
that in the Christian way of life Christ 
has, in love, broken down all walls and 
barriers between peoples, this very 
knowledge gives us marvelous freedom 
to overcome the barriers." 



Asked what his greatest desire or hope 
at this point is, he reflects and answers: 
"I would like to proclaim my faith far 
and wide. I wish that the Mennonites 
would acknowledge that the Kingdom of 

. God is greater than all the denomina
tions or any particular religious group. 
We are His outposts." 

A literary "war-lord", Harder's pen 
has been his weapon. The welfare of 
human beings, in many instances Men· 
nonites, has been his cause. His earliest 
work, In Wolgdas. Weissen Waeldem, a 
book recently translated into English by 
Dr. Al Reimer and called No Strangers 
In Exile is now on Canadian book
shelves. Harder says of the book: "'It 
was written to give people in Western 
Europe an idea of what really happened 
to the Mennonites in Stalin's time." Al 
Reimer, in his introduction to the book 
says: "Like millions of their countrymen 
these Mennonite settlers from the Volga 
fell victim to Stalin's savage campaign 
of dekulakization . .. . The courage and 
staunch faith shown by these decent, 
peaceful Mennonites as they make the 
best of their bleak circumstances il
luminate the pages of Harder's novel 
from .first to last.... I realized that 
some changes would be necessary to 
give it the right appeal for a new genera
tion of English readers far removed in 
time and place from the historical period 
and cultural traditions in which the book 
was rooted. . . . A story of such tragic 
import as this one should not be allowed 
to die. " 

Today Harder says: "We are not real 
Mennonites anymore. We adapt 
ourselves to society. We follow the prin
ciple of least resistance. . 

Hans and Friedel Harder differ 
drastically from each other though one 
compliments the other. He is what we in 
Canada would refer to as a dynamo. He 
likes to laugh and say "vulkanisch". 
However, he surprises us by telling us 
that his fondest diversion is a rather 
sedate one-fishing for carp and trout. 
Besides German he speaks an excellent 
Russian, some English, French, and 
Latin. While he is explosive and vibrant, 
his Westfallen-J;>orn wife is of a tranquil 
and quiet temperament. Once a private 
tutor, she is now the gracious chatelaine 
in their . home, where much is required of 
her. She smiles ruefully when she tells 
the story of their courtship, a fast 
tempestuous one. "Hans, who had come 
to my.father, an optician, to be fitted for 
glasses, met me, knew very soon what it 
was he wanted, and wouldn't take no for 
an answer. We thought very much alike 
in theological, if not political, maU,:rs. 
Within a week he announced our engage
ment. It has been an interesting life. Not 
a second of it has been boring. In all of 
our years together we have always b~en 
led by God." 

All of their five children are on their 
own. Theodore is a professor of 
mathematics in Bielefeld. Hans-Bernd a 
professor of Slavic studies in Marburg, 
Rosvita is a teacher in an Internats
schule in Odenwald. Marie-Louise is a 
high school teacher in Hanover. 
Friedegard, a teacher, is married to a 
farmer in Westfallen. Nine grandchil
dren lay claim to the Harder heritage. 

We wondered what had originally 
helped to shape the destiny of this man. 
It is clear there is very distinct purpose 
in his life, whether it be in his writings or 
in his preaching:-the promotion of the· 
Kingdom of God, which he says began 
with the Sermon .on the Mount. In his . 
earlier years the impetus of a book he 
read by Christoph Blumhardt created in 
him a love for humanity and a desire to 
become a missionary. He gathered the 
orphans of the district and taught them 
in the Bruderhof where he worked. He 
taught for a period of time in Hamburg 
where his father was the director of a 

1/ .. "" If" I~, .. 

large city mission. Here he decided on 
the Bildende, Bekennende Kirche (The 
Confessing Church). Men like Dietrich 
Bonhoefer belonged to this church. He 
was the only Mennonite in it and became 
its travelling secretary in 1937. In Karls
ruhe he grew to know and respect Dr. 
Benjamin Unruh. Of him Harder says: 
"One of the most impressive Menno
nites and a man with a good sense of 
humour. I called him 'Ohm Beni' ". 

In retirement Hans Harder continties 
his life ofrigourous mental activity and 
service to a world of humans he loves 

, simierely. «lam not afraJd of death •. but 
there is nothing heroic about that. After 
all we are just going from one room into 

'"another:' . 
Bidding him farewell at his golden 

gate, white hair flowing behind him in 
the wind, eyes sparkling with love and 
kindness, we sat in the cab, looked back, 
and could only say, what a highlight for 
us; what a beautiful human being! mm 

NEW RELEASE! 

'NO STRANGERS IN EXILE' 

By Hans Harder 

A novel, freely translated from the German, 
edited and expanded by AI Reimer. 
Events characterized here take place in 
Soviet RusSia during the 1930's, a period 
when Joseph Stalin was entangling one· 
sixth of the world in barbed wire. 

. It focuses on German Mennonite farmers 
who seftled in Russia during the reign of 
Alexandet " in the 19th century. Now, in the 
1930's they are exiled to a camp in the 
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No easy answers to 
how to educate children: 
What is the best school? 

Why should you be forced to support 
the bigoted religion of materialistic 
humanism . .. this well laid plan is dia
bolically paving the way to socialism
communism. As it is you have no 
choice but to subject your children to 
the fanatic religion of monolithic secu
larism which is militant atheism. 
(Mary Ellen Doyle, Public Relations, 
Renaissance Manitoba. Winnipeg 
Tribune, Letters, May 3, 1977) 

by Judith Dick 
. Complaints about the public school 
system such as the one above are ap
pearing more frequently. The public 
school system is being attacked from all 
sides. The increasing number of com
plaints, the escalating numbers of 
private schools and the formation of 
political and religious pressure groups 
all indicate that there is tension. Why 
are our public schools being battered so 
persistently? How can a concerned 
Christian parent react positively? Is the 
public school system as rotten as many 
ofthe complaints make it out to be? Are 
private schools the answer? What fac
tors should parents consider when 
evaluating the suitability of specific 
schools for their children? This discus
sion will hopefully help to focus some of 
the issues surrounding these ques
tions-questions which have no nice, 
neat, pat answers. 

Why are public schools being battered so 
consistently? 

In the first half of the nineteenth cen
tury, health and moral teaching was a 
main feature of the school curriculum. 
Bible reading, the Lord's Prayer, 
religious instruction were incl~ded in 
the school day with little objection. Fre
quently, this instruction was backed up 
by the home. Certainly the church, 
which was attended by a large percen-
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tage of Canadians, reinforced a Chris
tian philosophy. Since then, the decade 
of flower children, the sexual revolution, 
the inSIstence on intellectual freedom, 
the emergence of various religious sects 
and other factors have gradually eaten 
away at one tie which seemed to bind 
Canadians together. It cannot be retied! 
Philosophically and religiously, Cana
dians are extremely diverse. The inhibi
tions which once kept those of "different 
persuasions" silent, have now been 
removed. Christianity is no longer the 
basis of the lifestyles of many Cana
dians. It no longer exerts the pressure to 
conform that it once did. 

Changes in family living also have had 
their effect. Urbanization, increased 
mobility, women's lib, media images, 
higher percentages ' of single parent 
families and other factors have often 
hindered the development of · a strong 
family unit where discipline and moral 
expectations were clearly defined. 

These changes in society and the fami
ly have had their impact on the educa
tional system. How can a teacher, for ex
ample, request a class consisting of 
Jews, followers of eastern religious, 
atheists and others, to participate in 
Christian religious exercises? Should 
she also request them to follow some of 
the practices of other religions? The 
solution to this dilemma is usually to 
remove the formal vestiges of Christiani
ty. 

Secondly, the complaint that there is 
no discipline any more is frequently rais
ed. How can the school be expected to 
maintain the same levels of discipline it 
once did when those same levels are not 
maintained in many homes? 

Thirdly, these factors have acted 
together to put children in the position 
of having no guidelines for decision mak
ing. Where does this leave the school? It 
cannot teach the guidelines of any par
ticular minority group, Christian or not, 

without offending another. 
One solution has been to come up with 

various non-religious models of decision 
making. Most of these models aim to 
build strong self concepts, help children 
think for themselves, and avoid black 
and white "pat" answers. Programs 
such as "Building the Pieces" and 
"Values Clarification" fit this category 
and have a definite humanist ring. 
Humanistic values are common to many 
of the religious sects in our pluralistic 
society and definitely have much in com
mon with Christianity. 
. A. second approach has been to expose 

children to some of the realities of life 
and allow them to think through these 
realities before they are thrown 
headlong into a crisis situation. Thus 
sex education programs and controver
sial books find their way into the school 
curriculum. These developments con
cern some parents who feel their train
ing is being undermined. The result may 
be an extreme and unfounded complaint 
such as t~e opening one. 
How can a concerned parent react posi
tively? 

1) Judge for yourself. Don't rely on the 
opinions of others. If it is a questionable 
book, read it yourself-the whole book, 
not just snippets. ' 

2) Be open. Talk to the teacher. 
Assume he had a reason for teaching 
what you consider to be questionable. 
Try and understand the teacher's posi
tion. 

3) Stay rational. An emotional, angry, 
hostile parent will have the effect of 
pushing the teacher into a defensive 
stance where to change means to lose 
face. Honest, rational concerns may 
assist the teacher in re-evaluating his 
position. 

4) Get involved. Go along on field 
trips; help in the library; be active in the 
PTA; organize religion classes which 



most provincial departments allow for 
(attenqance is voluntary); donate books 
presenting a Christian stance. 

5) Be positive. Support the positive 
things the school is doing. 

6) Most importantly, discuss the ques
tionable material with your child. Center 
the discussion on the material itself
not the teacher. Explore together the 
relationship between Christianity and 
the questionable material. It may lead to 
an interesting dialogue and strengthen 
the relationship between you and your 
child. Further, it may deepen the per
sonal commitment to Christ because it 
has been honestly tested. 

7) Finally, if there is something which, 
after an honest evaluation, and an open 
discussion cannot be resolved, present a 
formal, well-thought out complaint, in 
writing, to the school and school board. 

Is the public school system as rotten as 
many recent statements make it out to 
be? 

There is a. rotten apple in every barrel. 
Certainly, there are poor teachers, ad
ministrators, and schools. Yet, generally 
speaking, teachers are concerned, 
dedicated people. Many Christians are 
teachers. Surely their influence is not 
unfelt. Further, public schools often of
fer many options to students (lan
guages, fine arts, home ec. etc.), try to 
meet special needs (eg. slow learners), 
have good facilities (eg . . large libraries, 
gyms), and supply desirable equipment 
(sports, science labs, industrial arts etc.). 
However, parents sending children to a 
public school must accept the fact that a 
Christian world view will not be taught, 
that the home and church must take 
responsibility for the moral and religious 
training of children and that their 
children will be exposed to a broad cross
section of people and ideas. 
Are private schools the answers? 

For some who, after a careful analysis 
of public school alternatives, find them 
unacceptable, private schools are the 
choice. A Christian world view may be 
taught; mandatory Bible classes' will 
probably be included; children might not 
run into drug and alcohol problems; the 
curriculum may favor the bright univer
sity bound student, with a heavy em
phasis on academic subjects; whether 
desirable or not, students will probably 
be mostly white, middle or upper class 
and teachers will be mostly white, mid
dle class, hopefully Christian and likely 
conservative. 

Private schools do have a tendency to 
create "Christian ghettos". Will 
students be able to relate well with peo
ple who are economically, philosophi
cally, and culturally different from them 
when their school experience has been 
basically with people of similar back-

ground? If they do venture out of the 
safety of a Christian community, will 
their Christian commitment be able to 
take the harsh realities and tough ques
tionings of a world not committed to 
Christ, when they have not been expos
ed to it while still enjoying the support 
of a Christian home? Whether public or 
private, schools should be compared and 
evaluated to find the one that best suits 
a particular child or family. 
What factors should parents consider 
when evaluating specific schools for 
their children? 

1) Facilities. Which facilities are im
portant to your child? For the sports 
lover, a well-equipped science lab may · 
make little difference, but for the poten
tial chemist, pharmacist etc., it is impor
tant. 

2) Program. What options are avail
able? Which ones are more appealing to 
your child? Can your child's special 
needs be met? For the potential electri
cian, a course in German may not be ap
pealing or necessary but a strong in
dustrial arts program is significant. 

3) Standards. Is the school govern~ 
ment approved? Are the courses carefu
lly thought out? Is the grade 12 certificate 
recognized by universities and colleges? 
Are the teachers fully qualified? Will the 
student graduate with a well balanced 
education and a realistic understanding 
of the world in which he lives? 

Atmosphere. Is the emphasis in the 
school child-centered? Does it have a 
warm, encouraging atmosphere? Are 
there good, positive relationships bet
ween teacher and student? Are parents 
welcomed into the classrooms? Is the 
pupil teacher ratio low enough to allow 
for good pupil-teacher interaction? Is 
the school spirit good? 

5) Other factors such as cost, location, 
practicality must also be considered. 

In the final analysis, it is parents who 
are responsible, not only for choosing 
the school their child will attend, but 
also for imparting to them, personally, 
an example of what Christ can do in 
their lives, how they can share this with 
the world, and finally how to deal with 
the realities of our increasingly complex 
world. Today's educational circles need 
the influence of positive, dynamic vital 
Christians. If at all possible, let us stay 
involved in the public school system; let 
us not be afraid of its secular approach; 
let us help our children to work through 
the difficult questions of life while we 
can still influence them, and finally let 
us leave in imprint on the school of the 
power of Christ in our lives and in the 
lives of our children. 

Judith Dick is a mother of two, a former 
teacher and currently a g raduate stu· 
dent in education. 
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dohnHoward Yoder 
is not a man for those 
~ho prefer complacency 

by Mary M. Enns 
John Howard Yoder-distinguished 

historian, . lecturer, author, . theologian 
and specialist in Anabaptist issues and 
history. Besides this, he is a linguist, 
fluent in English, German, Frencp. and 
Spanish. He smiles, "but no Platt
deutsch or Russian." 

!If he is as someone put it "W ortkarg" 
in private conversation, it would have to 
be because he has other things to think 
about. Certainly, when he stands behind 
the lectern, a tall, serious, unpretentious 
figure, there is nu.question of a scarcity 
of words. If you're not feeling up. to 
snuff that day you'd best forget it be
cause he'll wait for no man. As it is, in 
the best of circumstances, you find your
self watching those sharp eyes behind 
the heavy glasses in order to keep up 
with the mental and psychological 
challenge~ he places before you. During 
the first half hour you think, am I going 
mad, slowly and stIrely, or am I just out 
of my depth here? That means he's got 
your attention. Now you are understand
ing more and better and you're intensely 
interested in the topic. Lastly, you're 
convinced this man, if anyone, is right 
on top of his subject matter. 

That's what the chap found out who 
challenged Yoder, after one of his lec
tures with regard to a statement he'd 
made as being "nonsense". "Yes," said 
Yoder, "it would be nonsense if I had 
said that. I hear you, but I'm afraid you 
don't hear me." 

Dr. Yoder may be about 50 years old, . 
but he looks younger, because he wears 
his dark hair long and has this uncon
cerned, relaxed look about him. So you 
feel at ease. So does he, because he 
knows why he's here and he's prepared 
to deliver. I judge his age, too, by the 
age of his six children: 26 right down to 
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10. How does he spend his leisure hours? 
"Well," says Yoder, "since our 10 year 
old is the only one at home with us, I 
play chess when he feels like it or watch 
football if that's what he wants to do." 

Ann-Marie, his wife, is a French Men
nonite, who was employed with MCC in 
a Children's Home in Alsace, France 
when he met her. Yoder was then put
ting in a stint with MCC in France. 
French has always been the family lan
guage though the children, says their 
father, are answering more and more in 
English now. They live in Elkhart, In
diana, where Prof. Yoder teaches 
courses with some concentration of 
Peace Studies at Associated Mennonite 
Seminaries. He also lectures in church 
and ethics at Notre Dame University at 
South Bend, Indiana. Asked recently to 
write an article on "The Future of Chris
tianity" for an encyclopedia, Yoder feels 
he must refuse to do it. "It's just too 
broad a subject. I don't think I would 
know how to do it." 

Twice he and his family have gone 
back to France, the second time on a 
scholarly sabbatical, researching Ana
baptist history for his dissertation. Then 
they spent a year in Jerusalem, partly 
for MCC and again on sabbatical, re
searching early and contemporary Chris
tianity. As a family they are involved in 
the Prairie Street Mennonite Church 
(OM). It is the oldest Mennonite church 
in town. 

"Have you enough time to read?", we 
asked. Yoder sighs: "Certainly not 
enough to keep up academically or for 
recreational reading because I have to 
read so much for my teaching require
ments." He does take time to do some 
book reviews. 

Just one more question. Dr. Yoder, 
please: What would you really like to do 

with your time if you had a year given to 
you? Very brusque answer: "That 's too 
broad a question, just like the encyclo
pedia peoples'. In any case I would cer
tainly continue to do exactly what I'm 
doing right now." "In other words, 
you're a contented man, happy with the 
status quo?" "I didn't say that, no. I 
said I would continue with my present 
work." 

A man like this will never be satisfied 
with the status quo. He will always 
strive for improvement: for liberation,
not for himself but for others. This feel
ing came out distinctly in the three sym
posia he presented at the University of 
Winnipeg on September 21, 22. Spon
sored by the chair of Mennonite studies, 
Dr. Yoder was formally welcomed by Dr. 
H. Duckworth, president of the univer
sity. The latter paid tribute to the chair 
and it's founders saying: "The Chair in 
Mennonite Studies is the microcosm of 
what the university does. " He clarified 
its functions as being those of teaching, 
of publication, and of the presentation of 
distinguished speakers. This speaker 
must have been to the president's liking 
because time and again his, face carried 
the broadest smile of understanding 
when yet another sharp witticism came 
across. He himself quipped, when he felt 
his welcome speech had over-stepped 
time boundaries: "I'm sorry I've spoken 
so long. It seems that what a professor 



4kes to do is talk in someone else's 
sleep." 

i Dr. Harry Loewen, Chairman of the 
leCture series, in introducing his friend, 
our honoured guest, said: "He does not 
belong to Die Stillen im Lande, nor to 
the 'invisible ivory-tower scholars." This 
summer they shared in an organiza
tional meeting for the formation of the 
French Mennonite Historical Society in 
de Salm, France. Response to the invita
tion to these lectures was gratifying. 
First one lecture hall was filled to capa
city and the entire company moved to a 
larger hall and filled every seat and the 
aisl~s. On the last day the hall was so 
packed that the floor space was hardly 
adequate to accommodate the squatters. 

The question periods were well utiliz
ed. Here the speaker answered ques
tions, some four-part, with remarkable 
understanding, speed and lucidity. He 
also quipped liberally when it suited his 
purpose. Questions like; "Are Men
nonites immature in politics?" were 
answered with "I don't know who is im
mature, but, yes, that's true." Or 
"Would Jesus be a Mennonite if he were 
here today?" He flung out: "Well, one 
thing for sure, he wouldn't have had a 
Russian-born grandfather." A remark 
that created surprise in a few people. , 
"The Jews were Mennonites long before 
the Mennonites because of their attitude 
in persecution and suffering." 

The subjeCt of the first evening was 
An Anabaptist View of Political Power. 
Enlarging upon this theme, Dr. Yoder 
emphasized that much would depend 
upon the meaning we place on the word 
"power". To the question "Can a Chris
tian be active in government?" someone 
has said: "The answer is neither yes nor 
no but "not long". If you are willing to 
jeopardize your continuity in power, you 
can indeed be a Christian in politics. 
"The idea of Mennonite Pacifism is 
apolitical" , says Yoder, " They have 
avoided the civil realm and kept 
themselves clean that way (in an aside: 
also, they couldn 't read English.)". How 
can we know our action is wrong if we re-

main uninvolved? The question is not 
whether to become involved, but how. 
Instead of seeing politics as a means of 
getting somewhere, look at it as an op
portunity to witness. Aggressiveness 
can be good if it is not based on violence 
in any of its forms. Having spoken of the 
power of the state and the power of the 
church he asked: "Have oppressed peoc 
pIe power too? Not state power, but 
they've proved they have power to sur
vive, as Solzhenitsyn has shown." 

In the Mennonite Political Conser
vatism: Paradox or Contradiction" 
Yoder felt that participation in the 
economy, rather than the political is the 
involvement of most Mennonites in Win
nipeg. Caesar's world and Christ's world 
are not two compartments. Involved 
disciples of Christ will encourage 
Caesar's world to do the best they can. 
They will make their own family values 
and theiF contribution to world struc
tures. Their pessimism with world 
changes makes them look conservative. 
Their prejudice for other faith-oriented 
people makes them radic~ls. Twentieth 
century Mennonites may well be proud 
of their forefathers because the truths 
they foresaw have come about. Will the 
Mennonites stay true to their fore
fathers' philosophy of promise-keeping 
and being more generous to world need? 
"What will the Mennonites of Manitoba 
and the Fraser Valley conserve and what 
will they create," he challenged. "Will 
they conserve the values made by the 
Indian tribes, our oldest residents, or 
will they pave over and subdivide the 
lands? Will we help to define new laws in 
defense of our privileges or to the 
defense of everybody even at our own 
cost?" 

"Paul made use of Rome and that 
legal system in the direction of humaniz
ing. for the best of the people. We take 
our signals from the Gospel rather than 
from Caesar. Men like William Penn. 
Ghandi. Martin Luther King made an 
impact in their world by doing some
thing like Jesus did." Yoder pointed out 
that we best challenge people by using 
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their language. that which they are will
ing to be identified with. 

In An Anabaptist View of the Libera
tion Theology the speaker developed the 
thought that this theology appeals to 
the Bible. has reforming and renewing 
appeal. focusing upon our world a 
biblical message. The church is called to 
involvement. Liberation is not only the 
theme of the Bible. it is the great dream 
of modern humanity. The meaning of 
humanity is that we get freer. There can 
be no Anabaptist Theology other than 
that of liberation. The mistake is in our 
thinking that we must be the liberators. 

Dr. Yoder was the speaker at both the 
German .and the English services on 
September 23 at Sargent Avenue Men
nonite Church. Though the German is 
not his native tongue he was totally at · 
ease with it and confirmed an excellence 
even here. Drawing his text from 
Revelations 5 he spoke of the versiegelte 
Buchrolle. this being symbolic of univer
sal history. None knew God's secret and 
only He had the power to open the seals. 
The message of the Book-the recon
ciliation of all the peoples of the world in 
a multi-lingual praise to God, 

Today we are to be bringing about a 
reconciliation between all peoples. "But 
we can 't unless we have a,vision." mm 
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Creative 
process 
explored 

MENNONITE IDENTITY AND 
LITERARY ART. By John L. Ruth. 
Focal Pamphlet 29: Herald Press, 1978. 
pp. 72. Available at Fellowship Book 
Center. $1.10. 

Reviewed by AI Reimer 
By any standards this is an im

pressive little book about the role of the 
creative imagination. By Mennonite 
standards it is unique. Never has a Men
nonite writer probed so deeply the need 
of the collective Mennonite psyche to 
seek identity through the memory of the 
past as communicated by the literary 
story-teller. Ruth's booklet provides an 
illuminating theoretical basis for the 
growing body of creative writing that is 
being produced by Mennonite writers on 
this continent. Dr. Ruth is an American 
Mennonite minister and English profes
sor who delivered the contents of this 
book as lectures at Bethel College in 
1976. They were first printed in the 
March, 1977, issue of Mennonite Life. 

Traditionally, Ruth argues, Men
nonites have not done a good job of 
preserving and passing on their "story" 
through memory. Instead, they have 
shown a deep seated mistrust of "im-· 
ages" and of the image-making function 
of the literary artist. The Mennonite 
"sensibility" has been inhibited by fear 
of idolatry-"substituting the creature 
for the Creator" -mistrust of "worldly 
sophistication", shunning of individual
ism, renunciation of sensual pleasures 
and by aversion to art and artifice. Men
nonite tradition has sanctioned the prac
tical and the "edifying", but has dis
approved of pure pleasure, entertain
ment, and aesthetic "adornment". 

And yet, Ruth shows convincingly 
that it is possible for a responsible Men
nonite artist to work within the tradi
tion of Mennonite scruples against art. 
There is no need for him either to turn 
his back on his Mennonite experience in 
favor of the main culture, or to shrink 
back into his Mennonite community and 
produce art that is so "safe" and uncriti
cal that it will satisfy even the most con
servative Mennonites. All that is re- ' 
quired is a vital, committed but fearless 
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imagination on the part of the artist. 
The true Mennonite artist will find 

much to criticize, but he will disdain to 
take the fashionable negative stance, the 
condescending attitude towards Men
nonite life and culture taken by "socially 
and professionally upward-mobile Men
nonites who find the peculiarities of 
their tradition embarrassing." What 
Ruth advocates is a Christian art that 
will be both tough-minded and sensitive, 

PAUL 
HARVEY 

committed but very much aware of the 
world. 

An important and timely book this. 
My only fear is that Ruth's needlessly 
jargon~ridden style in places will prevent 
this book from being as widely read as it 
deserves to be. A pity that, because 
Ruth at his best shows a gift for the 
pungent phrase, the vivid image, the 
kind of style that can be appreciated by 
any type of reader. mm 

EARL 
NIGHTINGALE 

PAUL HARVEY NEWS 
8:35 A.M . and 12:30 P.M . Daily 
5:50 P.M. - Saturdays 

Paul Harvey is the unmatched master of 
radio commentary. He presents the news 
. .. and says it like it is! Whether you agree 
or disagree with Paul Harvey - you 'll enjoy 
his unique style and presentation. 

EARL NIGHTINGALE 
5:25 P.M. Daily 

Earl Nightingale's daily insight into "Our 
Changing World" is both interesting and 
thought provoking. His daily comments are 
laced with generous helpings of "common 
sense". 

l 

I 
J 
I 
~ 

I , 
1 

i 
.1 

I 
'x 

--------------.. ----------------------~-----------------------------------------------------=~~======~.-



c _____ ~---~-a-n-'-·to-b-a~n-e-w--s---------) 

Jolul Derksen. Winnipeg, begins a 
two-year service term in Cairo. Egypt, 
where he will teach English. Derksen at
tended MBBC. the University of Winni
peg. where he ' received a bachelor's 
degree in historyjRegent College, Van
couver and ruller Theological Seminary, 
Pasadena, California. He has taught at 
the MBCI in Winnipeg. A member of the 
Elmwood Mennonite, he is the son of 
Henry and Helen Derksen. 

Bert and Evelyn Reimer of Morden are 
beginning a three-year term of service in 
Maseru, Lesotho, as country representa
tives. They have seen previous service 
with MCC in the Nigerian Teachers 
Abroad Program. During a second term 
from 1970-1973 Bert was country 
representative in Jamaica and Evelyn 
assisted with a guest house. More , 
recently Bert was the administrator at 
Tabor Home in Morden. Bert has a B.A. 
and B.Ed. degree from the University of 
Manitoba and a bachelor of religious 
education from MBBC. Evelyn has a 
teacher's certificate from the Teachers 
College. Winnipeg. 

There was a meeting, in mid August, 
between MCC representatives and 
Robert Stanfield, recently appointed by 
Joe Clark as Canadian special represen
tative to study Canada's relationship 
with countries of the Middle East. The 
former leader of the PC party was ~ven 
the task following the sharp criticism 
the Clark government encountered when · 
it announced its intention to move 
Canada's embassy in Israel from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem. J.M. Klassen, Frank 
Epp, Urbane Peachy, William Janzen 
and Bob Koop's main concern was that 
Canada's intention to move its embassy 
would almost certainly have the effect of 
intensifying the Middle East conflict 
and jeopardizing the ongoing peacel 
negotiations. Not only would it threaten 
what little serenity the Palestinians had 
left, but the security of Israel as well. 
They said that in the MCC's experience 
not all Palestinians were terrorists and 
that many Israelis are opposed to their 
government's territorial expansion. The 
Canadian government. they felt, should 
seek out such people for an attempt to 
bring their voices into peace negotia
tions. This, major powers such as the 
U.S. have been unable to do. Who these 
people should be they couldn't clearly 
say. Whether Mr. Stanfield interpreted 
this to be simply ignorance on the part 
of the MCC or an indication that MCC 
has learned something of the complexity 
of the Mid East problems is not clear. 

MCC announces the following 
appointments: John and Norman Dueck, 
Morris, for three years in Gindiri, 
Nigeria. John will teach at a boy's 
school. Jim and Marilyn Heindrichs, 
Steinbach, for three years as a technical 
assistant and music teacher in Manzini, 
Swaiziland. Jacob and Tina Letkeman, 
Winnipeg. for three years in Mandeville, 
Jamaica, teaching at a church teachers 
college. John and Patricia Pankratz, 
Winkler, for three years in Linvingstone 
Teacher Training College, Zambia, 
where John will be teaching. Peter and 

Helen Plett, Steinback, for two years in 
Bauchi, Nigeria teaching and assisting 
in the church. They served with MCC in 
Miango, Nigeria from 1974-78. George 
and Olga Reimer, Winnipeg, for two . 
years in Berlin, Germany serving as 
Unit Leaders and Hospital workers. 
Lothar and Irene Schmidt, Morden, for 
three years in Victoria. Grenada, where 
Lothar is to teach school. Grace Dueck, 
Springstein, for two years as secretary 
in Information Services in Akron. Penn. 
Randy Enns, Morden for a six month 
period as construction leader in the 
Jackson, Miss. flood recovery project. 
Ray and Marilyn Houser Hamm, 
Altona. with MCC in Winnipeg where he 
is assistant director of Peace and Social 
concerns. Both have had previous social 
service terms. Erna Petkau, Morden, for 
two yeats as a housemother in a respite 
horne for the retarded and handicapped. 
This home (the old Ross residence on 
Henderson Highway was acquired by a 
group of concerned citizens, renovated, 
and is now used for SPIKE (Special Peo
ple in Kildonan East. It accommodates 
eight .... residents. Kathleen Hull, Nova 
Scotia, another MCC VSer is also a 
houseparent here. Judith Rempel, St. 
Anne, for two years as a graphic artist in 
Akron, Penn. Norman and Emilie 
Rempel, Kola, for two years in Akron, 
Penn. as maintenance supervisor and as 
kitchen staff. Richard Krahn, Niverville, 
for three years in Agricultural Exten
sion in Recife, Brazil. Brian and Lillian 
Peters, Altona for three years in Recife, 
Brazil, he is in the Agriculture Program, 
his wife in Health Education. 

Celebration is a series of religious pro
grams (music, drama, etc. to be broad
cast on Sundays at 10:05 p.m. on CBC 
Stereo. Beginning on Nov. 11 there are 
the comparitive religious themes. of Hin
duism, the ' Virgin, Islam, Lutheran 
liturgical texts and music and Advent in 
folk-music from Austria. 

Buildi~g materials at very, competitive prices 

• • • 
1126 Henderson Hwy. Phone 668-4470 

YOUR BUILDING SUPPLY CENTRE POlET lUMBER & SUPPLY lTD. 
FORMERLY R'EDEKOPP LUMBER & SUPPLY LTD .. 
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Frank Enns who has been with 
Westgate's sports program since 1972 is 
now responsible for the volleyball pro
gram at the University of Winnipeg. 
New staff at Westgate along with the 
new principal Leonard Wiebe are Ozzie 
Rempel who teaches physical education, 
German, biology and science; Allen 
Friesen teaching physical education and 
ethics; Ruth Klippenstein, responsible 
for language arts and library and Helen 
Reisen, who since the second semester of 
last year, has taught religion and 
mathematics. 

Jacob Wiebe, retired from the 
ministry at First Mennonite, is being 
honoured by the church this November 
18, at 2:30 p.m. The occasion will mark 
the fiftieth year of his ordination into 
the ministry. He was first elected and or
dained in the community of McAuley. 
There is to be a special program and 
time will be made available for greetings 
from other ministers in the conference. 
Coffee and fellowship will follow. 

John Friesen, chairman of the cultural 
committee of the Mennonite Village 
Museum, presented plaques to John C. 
Reimer and Gerhard Lohrenz at the an
nual meeting of the Mennonite Village 
Museum on September 28. Mr. Reimer's 
plaque reads: "Given in gratitude to 
John C. Reimer for faithfully teaching 
our heritage in Mennonite schools. for 
generously helping to build Mennonite 

community, for enthusiastically promot
ing and supporting the Mennonite 
Village Museum." The plaque presented 
to Mr. Lohrenz reads: "Given in 
gratitude to Rev. Gerhard Lohrenz for 
enthusiastically promoting an apprecia
tion for our Mennonite heritage, for 
faithfully serving on the board of the 
Manitoba Mennonite Historical Society, 
for generously providing inspired leader
ship as chairman of the Centennial Com
mittee 1973-77." Because the annual 
meeting was held so late in the year, the 
entire board was re-elected. 

School enrolment: School doors are 
open once more at Mennonite institutes. 
For a general education students can 
now choose from MBCI with an enrol
ment of 443 this year, up from around 
425 last year or Westgate with an enrol
ment of 196, up from 188 last year. ,At 
country points east and west, Steinbach 
Bible School's collegiate department has 
130 students, up from 106 last year 
while Gretna's MCI has an even 222 
students, about the same as last year at 
this time, 228. City colleges carry a good 
student load with CMBC staying at 
about 130, the same number as last year. 
MBBC's figure of 221 for this year in
cludes both full and part time students, 
up by 13 from the previous year. Small 
towns like Steinbach enrol in their Bible 
college a day-time student body of 
around 68, the same as last year. This 

does not include music or evening 
students. Winnipeg Bible College, at Ot
terburne, has 278 students, three down 
from last year, but 88, thirty more than 
last year in its seminary. And last of all, 
there are the smaller Bible institutes like 
the one at Winkler which has 75 full time 
students, a slightly larger number than 
last year while Elim has 59, up by five 
from last year. 

Celia Enns, Winnipeg, joined the staff 
of MCC (Canada) in August as secretary 
for Food Bank and Native Concerns. She 
served for a year on a VS assignment 
with the GC church in Pennsylvania. 

The Canadian Geographic magazine 
devoted four pages of an August! 
September issue to the story of the Men
nonites of Manitoba. The article is well 
illustrated by a selection of photographs 
and has a good map of the East and 
West reserve settlements with their rela
tive position in relation to cities, towns, 
rivers and railroads. In conclusion the 
author Edward Brado notes that, "Men
nonites have made many valuable con
tributions to Manitoba and Canada, and 
the prosperous and neat communities in 
southern Manitoba are fitting testa
ments to their resourcefulness, en
durance and faith." 

THE BEST 
WAY 

TO MAKE 
PAYMENTS 

Is with a Crosstown personal chequing 
account. It's much safer than carrying cash, 
and you have a permanent record too. 

Combining your chequing account with a 
Crosstown Line Of Credit is like having a 
credit card without the high cost and 
BESIDES AT YOUR REQUEST - - -

WE'LL MAKE TRANSFER TO OR.FROM THIS 
ACCOUNT - - - TO TOP IT OFF - - - No service 
charge on the first ten cheques - - - and more 
- - - YOUR VERY OWN PERSONALIZED 
CHEQUES ARE FREE. 

CURRENT ACCOUNTS are just one of the 
many services that make CROSSTOWN your 
one stop Financial Centre. 

CROSSTOWN CREDIT UNION LTD. 
SERVING THE MENNONITE PEOPLE IN MANITOBA 

WiH' three branches to serve you at 

1250 Portage ' Ave. 
171 Donald St. 
1110 Henderson Hwy. 

783-7041 
947-1243 
338-0365 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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The Mennonite Male Voice choir 
rehearses every Monday 8:00 p.m. at the 
Sargent A venue Mennonite Church. 
New members are welcome. 

About 75 MCC Alumni and their 
children met at' Camp Assiniboia on 
September 29th, 30, in order to see how 
the churches' program might be inter
preted abroad and to share their various 
experiences. At present there are 120 
Manitobans serving with MCC. 

AHred J.J. (Arkie) Wiens has become a 
partner of Thorne Riddell & Co., 
Chartered Accountants. Mr. Wiehs is a 
member of the Mennonite Mirror staff. 

Dave Epp has been appointed 'presi
dent and chief executive officer of 
Prasco Super Seeder Ltd. This company 
manufactures and distributes the Super 
Seeder and other agricultural equipment 
in Canada and the United States. Mr. 
Epp is well known as a minister in the 
North Kildonan Mennonite Church, and 
has served for several years as Chairman 
of Westgate Mennonite Collegiate. 

John and Velma Braun of Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan assumed on August 12, 
the interim pastorship of Grace Menno
nite church, Steinbach. They are to stay 
for a period of eleven months. The 
pastor, Peter G. Sawatsky, who is leav
ing for that period of time, presided at 
the installation service. Following this, 
Howard Habeggar, executive secretary 
of the Commission on Overseas Mis
sions presided over a commissioning ser
vice for Peter and Marge Sawatsky. The 
couple was to leave on the following day 
for Botswana, Africa where they were to 
replace the Harry Dy cks, presently on 
furlough. The new minister at Grace, 
John Braun, is a native of Leamington, 
Ontario. He attended CMBC, graduated 
from the University of Waterloo and 
worked as a pastoral apprentice at First 
Mennonite, Saskatoon, after a year of 
studies at the Lutheran Theological 
SeI)linary. Mrs. Braun, a native of 
Saskatoon, is a teacher by profession. 

William Klassen, head of the depart
ment of religion at the University of 
Manitoba since 1971, has resigned from 
that position effective September 1st, 
1980. Klassen, who Came to Manitoba 

from the Associated Mennonite 
Seminaries in Elkhart, as the second 
member of the department, asked to be 
relieved of his responsibilities one year 
before the end of his regular term. He 
cited his desire to return to full-time 
teaching and writing 'as the reason\ for 
his early resignation as well as the opi
nion that the department, with 10 staff 
members, is well 'on its way and has an 

, abundance of people who could take over 
the administrative task. During the cur
rent year the department has enrolled 
more i than 500 students in 
undergraduate courses in religion and 50 
students are enrolled as graduate 
students. 

Walk Humbly With Your God by 
William Janzen (Winnipeg: CMBC 
Publications, 1979) $5.00. This is a col
lection of sermons and meditations first 
preached in the Ottawa Mennonite 
Church. William Janzen, former' 
minister of Ottawa Mennonite, has serv
ed as director of the Ottawa office of 
MCC (Canada) since 1975. His academic 
and vocational pursuits have taken him 
from rural Saskatchewan to studies in 
religion and political science, as well as a 
term of service with MCC in Africa. In 
this collection Janzen sensitively 
reflects on the Christian's personal 
pilgrimage while addressing himself as 
well, to the wider concerns of the church. 

Canticles and Psalms by Esther 
Wiebe (Winnipeg: CMBC Publications, 
1979) ¢3.50. Those familiar with Esther 
Wiebe's Fill My House, will welcome 
this book. It is a "very practical collec
tion of choral music for any church 
choir" (foreword). Esther Wiebe is an 
associate professor of Music at CMBC. 
Her compositions have been widely used 
across Canada and the U.S. Some of her 
best known works are the folk opera The 
Bridge, commissioned by MCC for cele
brations in 1974, and Thy Kingdom 
Come, performed at the Mennonite 
World Conference in 1978. Both publica
tions are available at: CMBC Bookstore, 
600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, Man. 
R3POM4. 

Sally 'Schroeder, formerly of Stein
bach, was home on furlough from her job 
with HCJB or Voice of the Andes, in 

Ecuador. Sa:lly is busy as ever with 
evangelical work in , the German 
language, a task in which she receives 
support from the MB Missions Board. 
Though her stay was extended Sally 
found herself very busy with meeting 
the requests of churches and church 
groups who wished to hear her speak 
about the work at HCJ B. T he station 
currently broadcasts in some 14 
languages and has had a· good response 
from Indians in Ecuador who enjoy 
listening to broadcasts in the local 
language. Other outreach from the sta
tion includes its Bible institute of the air 
and its two hospitals. 

Join In the 

,50th Ann iversary 
K%nie Fernheim Chaco 

Celebrations 
July 4/5 , '80 
with 

Menno Travel Service 
2 WAYS TO GO!! 

• join our 3 week tour June 26 to Ju ly 
17 - visiting Brazil, Paraguay, Ar
.gentina, Peru (Machu Picchu) ana 
Columbia. Escort: Martin Durksen 

Get your name on our list to receive a 
brochure available very soon. Tour ar· 
ranged by MTS, Win nipeg. 

• join one of our SPECIAL GROUP 
FLIGHTS with Air Parag uay from 
Miami 

Departure dates: 

Leave June 24 . Retu rn anytime 
Leave June 28 . Return anyt ime 
Leave July 1 . Return anytime 

Addi t ional services available in 
Asuncion on request. 

• 
SPECIAL LOW PR ICES 

ON THESE FLIGHTS 
• 

Register NOW with the closest 

• 
MENNO TRAVEL office 

Clearbrook,. Winnipeg, St. Catharines 
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Chicken Sale: Granny's Poultry Co
operative at Blumenort and Friendly 
Family Farms, Steinbach, in close co
operation with Manitoba's poultry 
marketing boards have arranged for the 
sale of 160 tons of Manitoba poultry at a 
value of $370,000 to a Japanese firm. 
This doubles the total value of Canada's 
exports to Japan last year. The Mani
toba Department of Agriculture and its 
marketing branch supported trial ship
ments to Tokyo and the northern island 
of Hokkaido and assited in establishing 
'Cold Country' brand chicken and 
turkey in the Japanese market. A 
Japanese group also toured Manitoba 
for a first hand look at the province's 
supply capability. 

Group 19 of Amnesty International, 
Winnipeg, marked Prisoners of Con
science week, Oct. 15-19 by showing a 
film "Minds Behind Bars" at the 
Planetarium auditorium. Prisoners of 
conscience are people who have been ar
rested because of religious or political 
beliefs, color, sex, ethnic origin or 
language. None has used or advocated 
violence. Their detention constitutes a 
violation of the UN Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights. Since its foun
ding in 1961 Amnesty International has 

,gained world-wide recognition ' 'for its 
defence of human rights. 

A CBC Radio series Open Circuit is 
heard for one hour' on Sunday nights 
from Oct. 7 to Mar. 30 at 9:05. A sub
series Our Future Selves marks the In
ternational Year of the Child. Partici
pants include authorities in the fields of 
religion, child welfare, etc. The New 
Canadian Child is aired on Nov. 11. It 
discusses the role of a child moving into 
another cultural society. Subsequent 
programs deal with The Native Child, 
The Handicapped Child, school and 
finally, options open to children and 
others in life. A reading list is available 
from: Our Future Selves, clo Doug Mac
Donald, CBC Box 500, Station A, Toron
to, Ont., M5W lE6. 

Brian and Lillian Peters of Altona, 
Man., are spending three years with 
MCC in Recife, Brazil, he in agricultural 
extension and she in health education. 
Lillian has her LPN from Red River 
Community College and Brian a diploma 
in agriculture from the University of 
Man. and has been a farm foreman in 
Fannystelle. Their parents are the Frank 
H. Penners and Peter A. Peters of 
Altona. The couple has one child, Brian. 
They are members of the Morrow Gospel 
church in Winnipeg and also are af
filiated with the Evangelical Mennonite 
Mission Conference church. 

Klassen Funeral Chapel Ltd. 
Spacious Chapel 
Personal 'Service 

1897 Henderson Hwy. 
WINNIPEG, MAN. R2G IP4 

Phone 338-0331 
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Reasonable PricE'S 
Easy Access 

Ample Parking 

Employment Opportunity 
Falk,Thiessen, Warkentin require a legal 
secretary, experience preferred. Short
hand, dictaphone and typing skills re
quired. Please apply in writing to: 
200 - 1695 Henderson Highway, Winni
peg, Man., R2G 1 P1 

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 

WANTED: 
TWO SALESPERSONS 
ONE WAREHOUSEPERSON 

Please apply to Mr. J. Tlelmann, 
independent JeweUer., 
493 NOire Dame Avenue, 
Winnipeg, Telephone 774-5544 

'~~#J Fellowship 
,~ .... '" Bookcenter 

302 Kennedy Street Winnipeg, Manitoba 
---------- R3B 2M6 

Anna from the Caucasus to Canada -
by Anna Reimer Dyck 

Anna's sojourn mirrors the struggle 
of many Mennonites during the 
first half of the 20th Century when 
war, revolution and famine ravaged 
their Russian homeland. $8.95 

Living in Christian Community -
by Arthur G. Gish 

This book is a description of what 
the church ought to be, an attempt 
to deal with the concrete issues of 
what it really means to be a Chris
tian community, the body of Christ. 
$10.40 

A People of Mission -
by James Juhnke 

A History of General Conference 
Mennonite Overseas Mission. 
$6.95 

That There Be Peace -
edited by Lawrence Klippenstein 

Written and illustrated about Men
nonites in Canada and World War 
II. $6.00 , 

Let's Discuss ~ by Irene Brauzor 
How to gain insight, develop ideas, 
and solve problems through dis
cussion. $5.75 

You and the Alcoholic In Your Home-
by Duane Mehl 

How you can recognize symptoms 
and understand.yoyrself in relation 
to the alcoholic in your family. ' 
$4.95 -

I If you enclose this ad with 
your mail order, we will pay the 
shipping charges. I 



For something special 
or unique, try 

• 
featuring 

Mennonite 

artistry 

Studio 17 - 222 Osborne, 

at McMillan, Winnipeg 
284-0203 

Parking in Courtyard 

( __ ~_o_u_r_w_o_rd_) 

Dear Sir: 
I blew my mind, 

an answer to find! 
Seems to me, there's 

an extra "G", 
I need the" A" 

in order to say 
"Jack Frost" surely 

is here to stay! 
M. Rogalsky 
Winnipeg 

Dear Sir: 
Please cancel our subscription to tlie 

Mirror. There is much that I have en
joyed in the Mirror but there are also 
some aspects which disappoint me, par
ticularly the attitude I feel there is 
regarding charismatics. 
Yours truly 
R. Grove 
Union, Mich. 

Werte Herren! 
Ich schaetze es sehr, dass Sie mir pro

beweise den Mennonite Mirror geschickt 
haben. Die Zeitschrift is sehr gut. Die 
englischen, hochdeutschen und platt
deutschen Stuecke sind ausgezeichnet! 
Isbrandt E. Friesen 
Winnipeg 

Dear Sir: 
Enclosed please find a cheque for a 

subscription to your magazine. I enjoy 
reading your magazine from cover to 
cover, but am very disappointed when 
there is no article by Dr. Jack Thiessen. I 
certainly can't agree that these are a 
disgrace to the Mennonite faith. I find his 
articles highly amusing and really down 
to earth. He writes the way it was, and in 
many instances still is. To those who find 
fault with Dr. Thiessen's articles may I 
ask-"Are you trying to hide your head 
in the sand?" or "what are you afraid of?" 
Surely we must all face the fact that no 
one, not even the Mennonites, are perfect. 
So please, more articles from Jack! 
Yours truly, 
Helen Peters, 
Morris 

. :~{;~:::::: H. SCHMIDT & SONS LTD . 6·:··:····· 
..... )?-.; ' (FORMERLY H. SCHMIDT & ASSOCIATES LTD.) 

Now located 

In new 

MciVOR MALL 
1795 Henderson Highway 

• TELEPHONE NUMBER REMAINS 339-2048 

I WE PROVIDE A COMPLETE INSURANCE SERVICE I 

Note: We also own and operate W.J. Long & Company, an 
insurance agency, located at 177 Henderson Highway. 
Richard Schmidt is Manager. 
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DATES 
November 10: 8:00 p.m. Playhouse 

Theatre, The 'Mennonite Manner Chor' 
(Male Choir), conductor, Bernie Neufeld. 

November 17: Camp Ames annual 
Follow·up Banquet at the Winnipeg 
Convention Centre. Speaker: Don 
Bartlett. 

November 18: Sunday, 11:00 a.m. ser
vice, Bethel Mennonite. Neil and Ethel 
Von Gunten from Riverton speaking 
about Native Ministries. 

November 22: 6:00 p.m. at Bethel 
Mennonite, through tickets purchased 
ahead of time, a native-white fellowship 
over dinner. 

November 24: All-day session. 
Registration at 8:45, MCC (Manitoba) 
annual meeting. 

November 23-25: At CMBC, Christian 
Writers Workshop, designed primarily 
for beginning writers. Opens on Friday 
night. Details from Canadian Mennonite 
Bible College. 

-, 
The German poem, Ulysses beiCaIypso 
in the October edition was written by 
Harry Loewen. 

, ROSE BOWL PARADE 
17 DAYS 

DEPT. DEC. ~ ONLY 
Entry fee for Grand

stand seats at Rose Bowl 
Parade only. VI_It Pasadena, 
Disneyland, Beverley Hilla, 
Hollywood, La_ Vegas. San 
Diego Zoo. Sea World . 
Phoen ix plus Colorado 
Springs. ...... . .• • ~ ....••... ~ 

TRANSPORTATION VIA 
LUXURIOUS MOTOR 
COACH FOR ENTIRE 
SIGHTSEEING TOUR, 

PROFESSIONAL TOUR 
DRIVERS AND 

HOSTESSES; FIRST 
CLASS HOTELS, BELL 

BOYS PLUS INTERESTING 
SIDE TOURS 

•...••..... . .. ... . .......• 
DON'T DELAY RESERVE 

TODAY 

FOR INFORM A nON 

PH. 775-8046 
MAIL IN ABOVE COUPON OR 

CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 
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Risch, das Rehkind 

von Hedi Knoop 
Eine Ricke hatte ein Rehkaelb

chen zur Welt gebracht. Ais sie zum 
erstenmal fortging, urn zu essen, 
fand sie bei ihrer Rueckkunft neben 
dem Kaelbchen ein winziges, hell
haeutiges, kreischendes, zappelndes 
Menschenwesen. Ihre Mutterliebe 
nahm es an, und sie zog es mit dem 
Rehlein auf, als waer' s seine Schwe
ster. Es wurde schlank und scheu 
. und wild wie die Pflegemutter und 
wurde flinkfuessig und behend. 

Ais es herangewachsen war, da 
wurde es von J aegern ueberlistet 
und gefangen und als eine Seltenheit 
in einem Kaefig zum Landgrafen 
gebracht. Da hockte es zitternd in 
der Ecke seines Kastens und seine 
braunweissen Augen such ten erregt 
nach einem A usweg. 

Der junge Landgraf war ein ruhi
ger und kluger Mann. Er sprach zu 
dem wilden Rehkind und nannte es 
Rehlein oder Risch. Er brachte ihm 
sein Essen und reichte es behutsam 
in den Kaefig hinein. Doch Risch 
ass nicht, sondern wartete in seiner 
Angst, bis der Mensch fortging, 
und wartete noch laenger, bis sein 
Hunger unertraeglich war. Dann 
erst wagte es sich vorsichtig, mit 
laut klopfendem Herzen an sein 
Mahl. Am naechsten Tag war der 
ruhige Mann wieder da und sprach 
wieder mit ihm, auch am ueber
naechsten, und so immer fort. 

Einmal nahm Risch das Essen 
aus seiner Hand lind sprang ge
schwinde zurueck in seine Ecke. 
Einmal fasste er es bei den Haenden, 
hob es aus dem Kasten und richtete 
es auf zu seiner vollen menschlichen 
Groesse. Dann brachte er ihm ein 
Kleid und streifte es ueber seine 

schlanken Schultern. Er sagte irn
mer wieder: Risch, komm her, setz 
dich zu mir. U nd schliesslich ver
stand Risch, was er sagte. Sie ass 
zuletzt mit ihm am Tische und wich 
nicht mehr von seiner Seite. 

J edoch eines N achts erwachte 
Risch und fuhr empor aus den 
Kissen. Die Stimmen des Waldes 
drangen laut wie nie zuvor in fur 
Zimmer, ja der ganze Raum war 
erfuellt vom Rauschen der Kronen 
und vom Ruf der wilden Geschwi
stern in den Dickichten. Risch warf' 
die B ettdecke zurueck, stahl sich 
aus dem Raum und aus dem Schloss,
huschte lautlos druchs Tor, sah sich 
urn und zoegerte. D ann aber riss sie 
sich ihr N achtkleid vom Leib, setzte 
ueber den Hof und ueber das Feld 
und sprang in den Wald, und es 
jauchzte in ihrer Brust. 

Der Landgraf blieb allein. Es 
gelang ihm nicht, Risch wiederzufin
den, und nach einer Zeit vermaehlte 
er sich gemaess seinem Stande. 

A ber Risch, das Rehkind, kam 
zurueck. Es trat vorsichtig aus dem 
Waide. Die Sterne schienen hell. E s 
lief ueber die Wiese und spaehte und 
horchte. Das Schloss stand dunkel 
-in der N acht. E s kauerte vor dem 
Tor, und sein Herz klopfte und 
wollte vor Erwartung zerspringen. 
Es stieg vorsichtig die Treppe hin
auf und oeffnete die Kammertuer .. 

Ach, da war das Zimmer voll von 
D ingen einer F remden, und es schlief 
eine Fremde in ihrem Bett. 

Da schrie das Rehkind auf, rannte 
hinaus in die N acht, rang die Haen
de und weinte wie ein Mensch. 

D ann aber sprang es auf und 
davon wie ein Reh, und niemand hat 
es wieder gesehen. mm 

r 
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BANG! BANG! YOU'RE DEAD! 

Next Christmas, Swedish children 
must play without pretending to kill one 
another, reports Inger Bentzrud in the 
liberal Oslo daily Dagbladet (Mav 21. the 
Swedish government and toy industry 
have agreed as of Dec. 1 to stop all sales 
of war toys. Similar action is being 
discussed in Norway, where a poll shows 
that 87 per cent of the people want to 
ban all or some war toys. 

Recognizing . that "children will play 
war games no matter what," Wallborg 
Krosshaug of the Norwegian Consum~rs 
Bureau says, "War is a serious thing, 
nota game. It is right not to shield 
children from the fact that war happens, 
but they should not be encouraged to 
consider it a natural occurrence. When 
war becomes a part of their garnes, its 
c,langer is removed ... .If children must 
get rid of their aggression through a 
game, then they should be stimulated to 
do it in other ways instead of being of
fered copies of tanks and bomb
launchers." 

Nobody is threatening to take away 
"war toys" from adults. 
-J. Robert Moskin in the Atlas World 
Press Review. 

Kerr 
owned and 

managed since 
1887 

KERR'S 
FUNERAL 
CHAPEL 

120 ADELAIDE STREET 
WINNIPEG 2, MANITOBA 
CHAPEL OFFICE 943-6688 

TV-Fehr 
en Aundre Menschen 
von Victor Peters 

"Daut's . schlemm ern Tjrich," saed 
Doft App "wann ena tjene Flint haft. " 
App wea de basta Schachspaela en 
Winkla, en daut vom Tjrich saed he 
wann ena siene Queen checken ded. 

Waerhend dem Tjrich gauf it uck aula
haund Opraejnis. De Edgarsche en 
Winkla musst sich so oajren wann Lied 
dietsch reden. De measchte Lied en 
Winkla wearen je dietsche Menschen, 
oba daut gauf uck poa aundre. De Agent 
aum Bohnhof en de Bankea wearen 
jewoehnlich Enjlaenda. De Edgarsche 
wea dem Banker siene Frue. 

Nue jintj se met de Dokta- Wiebsche 
laengst de Gaus en head wo de Junges 
ope Gaus dietsch reden. 

"Daut es doch tom oajren," mehnd se, 
op enjlisch, "wohnt ena hia ern enjli
schen Laund en de Menschen reden 
dietsch. De -sulle se tridjschetjen von 
woa se jekoamen sent." 

Domet komme se bat de Bunch 
Junges. Daut es aul diesta, en ena 
schricht noach eware Gaus, "Noa 
Unkast koam etj noa juent." 

De Edgarsche es doll, jeit noam 
Luedhauls en haud am bolt ent fere 
Oaren jeknault, aus se sitt, daut es je ae 
Bob. Bob Edgar red plautdietsch krajt 
so aus aule aundre en Winkla. 

Ene Noabastaudt, en Morden, doa 
gauf daut mea Enjlaenda, en de wearen 
uck sea "patriotic," aus TY-Fehr saed. 
Fehr selwst kaum von Haskett. Daut es 
ene tjlene Staudt bie Winkla, dicht aune 
staetsche J-renz. Doa gauf it meist 
sovael Fehren aus Sonnenblomen. En 
Morden, bloss om de Lied to oajren, 
brocht he dann ern J ered daut en 
dietschet Submarine ern Pembina 
rornkruesd. De Pembina Riwa wea mau 
fea Schoh deap, oba wann de Sub
marines aul aulawejen wearen, woarom 
nich uck sueden von Haskett? 

Den Noamen TY-Fehr treajch he oha 
eascht loata. En Winnipeg. Fehr wea 
ojemein jeschetjt met TY s. 

Eamoal haud etj mtlt mien TV truhhel. 
Etj foned Fehr. " Schmiet den ollen 
Kausten wajch," mehnd he. Oba de wea 
rnie to scho,ad dotoa_ 

"Etj kaun sowieso nich koamen," saed 
Fehr_ "Riedja foned aul eascht, en doa 
mott etj han. Due hast doch twe TYs?" 

"Nae," saed etj , "etj hab hloss ent ." 
"Na Riedja haft twe. Etj woa am sajen 

he saul em Rekreation Ruem goanen, 
doa haft he uck ent," mehnd Fehr. 
"Riedja hruckt je uck nich emma krajt 
enegroate Stoaw op'm Polstamoebel 
setten." 

Met Riedja wull etj rnie daut uck nich 
vedoawen, en etj wull noch waut sajen, 
oba Fehr saed he wud foats hie rnie sen
nen. 

En he wea. Satt sich hinjarem TY han 
en puelld daut Zeich eruet. En doabie red 
he en ene stoak: "Woarom hast Du nich 
en Color-TV? Etj ha ent. Daut Bild sitt 
schmock aus en Waundkalenda. Say, 
Tjannst Du Hendricks, de met de rode 
Naes? Dem siene Naes wud etj wellen 
ern Color-TV sehnen." 

En donn haud he daut opjefixed. 
"Waut sie etj schuldig?" froag etj. 
Fehr: "Yon Riedja wud etj 10 Dolla 

nehmen, oha Due moakst nich sovael 
Jeld aus de." Etj stunt daut wellig to. 
"Na en von Isaak Faust wud etj 5 Dola 
nehmen, oha Due moakst mea aus de." 
Etj gauf am wada racht. " Nadann 7 
Dolla." 

'Fehr," saed etj, "Du best fair," en 
gauf am den Fiwa. 

& 
Aus Fehr wajch wea docht etj aun aule 

Lied wont etj tjannd en vael reden, en 
donnaun . de wont weinig reden. En 
doabie foll mie dann de Jeschicht vone 
Peta Toewsche en. Ae eajna Groatsehn, 
dem etj ene Schoal haud, vetalld me de. 

Daut wea aus de Sommafeldsche Je
ment sich deld, en eane gaunse Grupp 
von an worden Rudnaweida. Toewsen 
blewen Sommafelda, oba Toews sien 
Broada wort Rudnaweida. En he red met 
Peta Toews bat de schliesslig noagauf en 
saed he wud uck wagoanen. 

Aus he daut tues to siene Frue sead, 
donn mehnd de, Peta, wann Due 
ewatratst, .etj woa nich. En von de Tiet 
aun red etj nich en Woat to die. 

Peta Toews docht so schlemm wud 
siene Frue daut woll nich jement haben. 
He leat sich ewaschriewen. En fere 
naechste twintich Joa red de Toewsche 
nichean Woat to aeren Maun. Uck aus 
se storf naum se nich Aufsched von 
aenmMaun. Se hilt nich op Son han en 
hea. 
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HIDING THE LIGHT OF CHRISTIANITY IN 
CHRISTIAN SEPARATE SCHOOLS 

Those who argue in favor of Christian or Christ-centred 
education are quite correct in their assertion that education 
is more than learning the skills of reading, writing, and 
mathematics. They correctly insist that the school exper
ience must also instill the value of ethical living and provide a 
forum for the practise of those ethics. Some parents argue 
that the only forum for this kind of dimension in education is 
in a Christian separate school. 

But those who argue this way are wrong. 
What our public school system desperately needs (indeed, 

society in general) is the shining example of parents and 
students practising their Christian way of life. 

To do anything less is to hide the light of the Christian 
witness under a bushel basket. 

Those who argue that Christian parents should take their 
children out of the public school system and place them in 
separate so-called Christian schools are guilty of hiding their 
light under a bushel. 

A distinction is made between the private school, such as 
MBCI and Westgate for example, and the separate Christian 
school. The latter according to the available evidence at
tempts to isolate the child from all contact with the world, 
even to the extent of establishing a separate curriculum. The 
usual type of private school, while it does take the children 
out of the public school system, doesn't isolate them and, in 
fact, maintains a wide range of interactions with the secular 
system. Further, participating parents are often of diverse 
Christian background. 

The question that the proponents of the separate Christian 
school never answer clearly is this: will the child educated in 
their school survive when, on graduation, he is transplanted 
into a secular society? 

The application of Proverbs 22:6 "train up a child in the 
way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it" to this question completely ignores reality. It ignores 
reality in that while the separate Christian school does in
deed train a child in the way he should go, it doesn't train 
him to find his way in a secular world. After graduation 
the young person must live in a secular world, and to thrust 
such a graduate of an all-Christian separate education into 
the secular world is akin to teaching swimming by throwing 
the non-swimmer (who has been instructed how to swim) into 
the deep end of the pool. A few people do learn to swim this 
way, but most will drown. Surely, to "train up a child in the 
way he should go" means that it is necessary to teach him to 
live his life in a secular world in a gradual process, supervised 
by concerned parents, friends, and Christian teachers. The 
public school as well as the traditional private school can 
become the living laboratory! 

The proponents of separate Christian schools also overlook 
at least three alternatives (in addition to the examples they 
set by their own lives) of imparting the Christian ethic. All of 
them are less expensive than a separate school. The first is 
simply to improve the Sunday school program most chur
ches already have. A rather modest reworking of this weekly 
hour could provide an important place of instruction for 
children and young people to learn about applying their 
Christian ethic in their daily life. 

A second solution is to take a page from the practise of 
some other religious groups by establishing instruction 
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classes in churches after regular school. By employing 
professionally-trained teachers, churches could provide an 
important service, Many parents already send (or take) their 
children to sports or music lessons, so that the commitment 
of time to this type of instruction should not come as too 
large a sacrifice. 

The third idea is for Mennonite churches to make use of the 
legislation which already allows religious instruction to take 
place in the public schools. Again it would be necessary to 
employ qualified teachers (or assign it to pastors) to provide 
the needed depth to this instruction. If this were to be taken 
up, one could speculate that there would be a significant 
number of non-Mennonite parents who would be willing to 
send their children to these sessions. 

The whole point of the three preceding ideas is to keep the 
children, and their parents, within the secular school context 
so that their Christian example shines in a world, and in a 
place, where it is so desperately needed. The light, then, is no 
longer hidden under a bushel. 

The proponents of separate Christian schools will also say 
that they are combining truth with faith in their programs. 
This, of course, means that any interference with truth is im
moral, because the Christian has nothing to fear from fact, or 
conversely from non-fact. Yet many Christians draw limits 
to what "facts" or "truths" their children will be exposed to. 
The elimination of "bad words" and so-called "sex scenes" 
from literature courses is a peripheral issue here. For exam
ple, there are people who want their children to learn the true 
story of creation, but who do not want their children exposed 
to the untrue theory of evolution. There are parents who 
want their children's understanding of God enhanced but 
who do not want to lead their children into an examination of 
the basic question: Is there a God? Such parents limit their 
faith because they are afraid their children will reject the Bi
ble as truth or become atheists. They never realize that this 
kind of examination can lead to a much deeper understand
ing of the truths involved and to a more strongly held faith. 

The Christian who limits the kinds of facts his children en
counter in school not only admits there are limits to his faith, 
but also destroys the very nature of that faith, which is a pro
gressive revelation of truth. The value of truth is enhanced 
by its contrast with untruth. The book of Ecclesiastes is an 
account of a man who contrasts God's way with the world's 
way only to conclude that God's way is the only way that 
provided ultimate answers. Ecclessiastes, then, is the story 
of a person who, in his search for truth, was not afraid to look 
at all the "facts" regardless of their source, and to set the 
alternatives side-by-side. 

Christians who are concerned about instilling Christian 
values in their children must "prime the pump" so to speak 
by providing an example to their children and by providing 
some good instruction of Christian values. With this kind of 
support coming from the home and the church, the child can 

. then continue his education in school using it as the 
laboratory to learn how to find his or her way in a secular en
vironment. 

Christians must not take away from the secular world (i.e. 
by withdrawing their children to separate schools), but they 
must add to the secular world by showing that Godly values 
provide a meaningful way to live. ELU 
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business and professional directory 

G. K. BRAUN 'INSURANCE SERVICES LTD. 

G3 
LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

" . 
INCLUDING [~-~)l 
'For service, phone or come to: 

171 Donald 5t., Rm. 301 Box 130, ' 
Winnipeg, Man. R3C IM4 Rosenort, Man . ROG lWO 
Phone: 942-6171 Phone 1-746-8411 

Thorne Chartered Accountants 

Riddell 1200-220 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg. Manitoba 

A3e OAII 
Telephone 957· 1770 

• 
OFFICES IN 

All PRINCIPAL CITIES IN CANADA 

·om BLOCK BROS. 
REAL ESTATE SALES OFFICES 

1436 Corydon Ave. 453-8619 
3092 Portage Ave. 888-4801 
1382 Henderson Hwy. 339-1911 
1473 Pembina Hwy. 475-8700 

Garden City Branch - Opening Soon 

YOUR "BEST SELLERS" 

" 

At 

St. James Volkswagon Ltd. 
AUOI FOX & AUOI 5000 

# 
See us 

305 Madison at Ness ~ 888-0260 

REAL EST A TE SPECIALISTS 
BUYING & SELLING 

Contact 

CLIFF PENNER 
PHONE 338-0301 
102 - 1695 Hendenon Highway 

Complete Real Estate Services R2G IPI 

DELBRO REAL ESTATE 

, 

JOHN FEHR INSUR ANCE 
1110 Henderson Hwy. Ph: 338-7811 

IRE· LIFE HOMEOWNERS PACKAGE. COMMERCIAL • F 

AUTHORIZED ~ AGENT 

CALL US FOR A QUOTATION FOR ALL YOUR INSURA 

COURTEOUS PROFESSIONAL §ERVIC 

WILLIAM MARTENS 

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR 

703 Somerset Place 
294 Portage Avenue 

WINNIPEG 1, MANITOBA 
Telephone 942-7247 

NCE NEEDS 

E---

BUS. 745·6014 
745-3698 

BROOKDALE AGENCIES 
SPECIALIZING IN FARM PROPERTY 

~ES. 

K 
PAUL 

LASSEN 
Broker 

• 
35 Is 

CARMAN , M 
t St . S.W. 
ANITOBA 

ROG OJO Member of the Wimlpeg Real Estate Board 

Manacc 
Accounting 
Services Ltd. 
206 - 3074 PORTAGE AVENUE 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R3K OY 2 

888-0851 

H.H. Driedger R.I.A. S. "Butc h" Isaak 

50th Anniversary of Cb/onia Fern 
Chaco, Paraguay, July 4 and 5, 1 

• GROUP DEPARTURES 
BEING PLANNED. 

Register now with 

KLASSEN TRA VEL SERVICE, 
1107A Henderson Hwy., Wpg. 

Tel. 339·1991 

heim, 
980. 
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Light a 
noliday candle 

"The light shines rn the darkness, and the darkne88 has,not overcome it." John 1:5 

You can bring light into an
other's life this Thanksgiving 
and Christmas season with 
a gift through MCC. Families 
and Sunday schools and 
churches are encouraged to 
choose a project for holiday 
giving. Gifts can be sent 
through conference offices 
or directly to MCC. Be sure 
to mark your contribution 
clearly for MCC and note the 
particular country and pro
ject you chose. 

/' 

Mennonite Central Committee 
21 South 12th Street 
Akron, PA 17501 or 
201-1483 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2CB 

ProvincialolJices 
337B-41 Ave. N.E., Calgary. Alla ., T2E 2N4 
Box 2038. Clearbrook, B.C. V2T 3T8 
10 1-1483 Pembina Hwy .. Winnipeg. Man , R3T 2C8 
50 Kent Ave .. Kitchener, Ont .. N2G 3Rl 
2206 Speers Ave., Saskatoon, Sask, S7N 1 Cl 
Regional offices: 
106 W. 24th St ., N. Newton, Ken ,.67117 
1108 G St., Reedley, Calif. 93654 

. 
~ 

!.~ r~~ . Nc tn. }'::1.mc r , 
22 6 Olive St . , 
Winni nc r , ~ nn . R3J 2X4 


