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ASSINIBOINE TRAVEL 
219-818 Portage Ave., 
Winnipeg, Man. 1. Columbia 

tour December 23rd to January 2nd 

2. Middle East 
tour with Winnipeg Bible College 
February 26 - 2112 weeks 

3. Madeira 
tour March 24th to April 2nd 

4. Mexico 
tour March 24th to April 1 st 

5. Egypt 
Mid-term break tour March 24th to April 1 st 

6. Russia 
tour May - 21 days 

7. Orient 
tour July 7th - 21 days 

[Phone 775-0271 
8. South America 

tour July 4th 

• 

7:05 - 9:30 a.m. 
11:05 - 12 Noon 
5:05 - 7:00 p.m. 
2:10 - 3:00 p.m. 

The Joyous 
Spirit of 
Christmas 

- CHRISTMAS WITH JIM McSWEENEY 
- CHRISTMAS IN THE OLD WORLD 
- CHRISTMAS MUSICALE 
- CHRISTMAS SERENADE 

Special programs have been scheduled for December 24, 25 and 26. 

for a complete Christmas Program Listing - write for a copy of the RADIO 
SOUTHERN MANITOBA PROGRAM GUIDE -- Box 950, Altona ROG OBO. 

CFAII eNSM 
seso 12!50 

Your Christmas Stations. 
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Westgate Mennonite Collegiate 
• 

STUDENTS IN ACTION AND REACTION 

Weekly council meetings provide many opportunities for students to share 
ideas and opinions, and to participate in a group decision making process. 
Senior and junior student council executives discuss issues and prepare 
recommendations which are voted on by the entfre senior or junior student 
body. 

Dec. 15, 8:00 p.m. 
Feb. 2 & 3 

COMING EVENTS: 
Christmas Concert, Home Street Mennonite Church 
Senior Operetta 

The New International 
Version Bi~ double 

column editions. 
Since 1611 A.D. the Authorized King James Version of the Bible has 
remained the traditional, accepted choice. 

But now there's the New International Version. A modern English 
translation so elegantly stated, so faithfully accurate, that it ushers in a new 
era of Scriptural clarity for Christians around the world. 

NJV Double Column Editions feature ---------~ 
unique subject headings, brief clarifying notes, 
easy·to·read Palatino type and 16 pages of 4· 
color maps-all printed on quality Zonderlite 
Bible Paper. Get your copy now in Dark Brown 
Skivertex® cover with gold stamp· 
ing, only $16.95. Also avail· 
able in Black, Burgundy 
Tan Leather with gold 
edges and stamping, 
$49.95. 

The 
of a new 
tradition. 

The 7Iu1t PUBLIMI[,lfJ. 
300 Edmonlon so. . W,"n,peg . Md"'lOUa A3B 2U - 12041 Y41 Uti!! 

I em 
BRUCHE 
[] J I I 

From among the 63 entries to the 
November Mix-up, Wanda Keller
man, 996 Garfield Street, Winnipeg, 
was selected winner. A cash prize is 
on its way. 

The answers to the November con
test were fever, party, carry, rough, 
tackle, and Grey Cup. 

The letters ,are to be ' re-arranged 
and written in the squares to form 
words. Letters which fall into the 
squares with circles are to be arrang
ed to complete the answer at the bot
tom of the puzzle. 

A winner will be drawn at random 
from among the current entries and 
the prize awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror 
office by December 22, i 978. 

N arne ___ ~_--:--.---,-,_-,-_ 

Address ____ ~-----

Town/City ---,.,...-__ .,.-_---,_ 

Postal Code _----:---,-,-----,. ___ _ 

Send entries to: 
Mix-up Contest 

Mennonite Mirror 
203 - 818 Portage Avenue 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
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Compliments of 

MBS CONSTRUCTION 

(1977 'Ltd.) 

• 
301 - 1695 
Henderson Highway 

Tel. 339-2067 

FACULTY: 

George K. Epp, B.A, M.A.. Ph.D. (President) 
HISTORY, GERMAN. 

Adolf Ens, B.Sc. (Hons.), M.Sc., BD, Ph.D. (Cand.) 
HISTORY, THEOLOGY. 

Peter Fast, B.A., B.Ed., B.D., Th.M, ThD. (Cand.) 
NEW TESTAMENT, GREEK. 

John Friesen, B.Chr.Ed., A.B., B.D., Ph.D. 
HISTORY, THEOLOGY. 

Helmut Harder, B.A., B.D., M.Th., Tfi .D. 
THEOLOGY, CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 

Harry Huebner, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (Cand.) 
PHILOSOPHY, THEOLOGY. 

Waldemar Janzen, B.A., B.D., M.A., Th.M., Ph.D. 
OLD TESTAMENT, GERMAN. 

David Schroeder, AB, B.D., M.A., D.Th. 
NEW TESTAMENT, PHILOSOPHY. 

The Bachelor of Theology Program 

Theology is for every Christian. CMBC's three-year 
theology program, lead ingto the B. Th. degree, provides 
a good background for working through day-to-day 
eth ical and vocational decisions. It also provides a good 
base fo r a liberal arts degree and for further theological 
training. 

In keeping with the Anabapt ist/Mennonite tradition, the 
core of CMBC's theology program consists of biblical 
studies. The experiences of the church in the past, and 
the reflecti ons of Christ ian thinkers, past and present, 
are also emphasi zed. Church history (including Menno
nite studies), theology (contemporary and systematic), 
and ethics form an integral part of the program of 
studies. Each graduate is also required to engage in some 
area of practical theology. 

A selection of arts courses forms a setting and back
ground for the study of theology Anthropology, Econo
mics, English, German, Greek, History, Music, Philoso
phy, Psychology, Sociology. 

CMBC is an approved teaching centre of the University 
of Manitoba. This arrangement makes it poss ible to earn 
up to two years credit towards a university degree while 
working towards a B.Th. degree at CMBC 

CANADIAN MENNONITE BIBLE COLLEGE 
600 Shaftesbury Blvd. Winnipeg Can. R3P OM4 (204)888-6781 
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MENNO TRAVEL SERVICE 
851 HENDERSON HIGHWAY 

WINNIPEG MANITOBA - .334-4347 

Special Tours 

• Haiti -'- International ,Childcare sponsored - Missionary Vision
ary-vacation for 1 week - six departures in March and April. 

• Farmers & Ranchers Tour - "Down-Under" including Australia, 

r 

r 

~. ..... .e.!2 n .. r:llonite --rT llrror 

inside 
volume8/number 4 
november 1978 

Mirror mix-up / 9 
Each generatiOn must re-work 
Anabaptist values / 9 
A look at what makes a "Menrwnite 
chair" / 10 

.. 50 years of urban life / 11 
Fe/k)wship and praise at concert / 12 
Agony and ecstasy of yuletide 
giving / 19 
Joy of choosing to do with less / 16 . 
Manitoba news / 17, 18, 19, 20 ' 
German couple finds Hutterites prefer 
marriage /21 
Winkler voters reject alcohol / 22 
Your word / 25 
Ourword/26 

New Zealand, Fiji and Hawaii - Jan. 19 to Feb. 17- 30 days. \.. 
~---------------------• Biblelands - Feb. 18 to 28 - Egypt, Jordan and Israel. 

• Easter in the Holyland - March 30 to April 20 - 21 days visiting: 
Holland, Cyprus, Egypt, Jordan, Israel and Greece. Sponsored 
byC.B.M.C. Canada. 

• Springtime in Europe - April 10 to May 2 - 23 days visiting six 
countries. 

• Russia - Student Study Tour - May 2 - 23. 
• China plus Japan and Hong Kong - July and September depar- ' 

tures - 24 days each. 

• Russia - Sept. 16 to Oct. 7 including Switzerland and Sweden -
21 days. Also tentatively a tour planned for August. 

• Orient - Oct. 13 to Nov. 2 - Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan, 
Thailand and Singapore - 21 days. 

• In 1980 ' - Heart of Europe including Oberammergau Passion 
Play - May 26 to June 17. 

Some tours filling up! 

Colourful brochures available on most. . 

Ask for your copy today! 

PHONE: 334-4347 

Mennonl1e Mirror 

Publisher, Roy Vogt 
Editor, AI Reimer 

Managing Editor,Edward Unrau 
Associate Editor, Ruth Vogt 
Associate Editor (German), 

Elisabeth Schlichting 

. Editorial committee: Betty Dyck, Mary Enns, 
Hilda Matsuo, Rudy Schulz, Peter Paetkau, 
Betty Unrau, arid Wilmer Penner. 
Business committee: Bob Friesen, Rudy Frie
sen, John Schroeder, Jack Thiessen, and 
Leona Penner. 

Mtnnonlte Literary Society Inc. 
PreSident, Roy Vogt 

Vice-President, Edward Unrau 
Treasurer, Arkie Wiens 
Secretary, David Unruh 

Office Manager, Frieda Unruh 

Board of directors: Rudy Friesen, Mary Enns, 
and Wilmer Penner. 
The Mennonite Mirror is normally published 10 
times each year from October to July for the 
Mennonite community of Manitoba by the. 
Mennonite Literary Society Inc. 

All business and editorial correspondence 
should ' be addressed to 203-818 Portage 
Avenue, Winnipeg, R3G ON4, telephone 
786-2289. The Mennonite Mirror observes the 
following part-time office hours: Tuesday 9 
a.m. to 4 p,m.; Thursday 1 to 4 p.m.; 
Subscriptions $6 for one year, S10for two years . 
ISSN0315-8101 

Second class mall registration 2658 
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Heidi Quiring: 
The little sparrow spreads 
her wings 

by Elisabeth Schlichting 

A few months ago, Heidi Quiring was 
just another young, woman-rather on 
the pretty . side and ambitious, yet not 
known to many people. Then as a chal
lenge, to promote herself and a future 
career, she tried for the Miss Manitoba 
title and won, but was still known to 
relatively few people. Then suddenly she 
made headlines all across the country. 
Yes, the slim dark-haired young lady 
from Winnipeg was crowned Miss Canada 
1979 from amongst 30 other contestants. 

After phoning a number of Mennonite 
people to see how they reacted to the 
news that a girl from amongst them had 
been chosen to represent the country as a 
sort of Goodwill Ambassador ,-1 ended up 
with a really mixed bag of reactions and 
the feeling that these people would like to 
know more about Heidi Quiring. 
. Most people I phoned were extremely 

happy for her and ~shed her all the best 
for the future. Here is just a small 
sampling of remarks 1 received: "Miss 
Quiring deserves congratulations ... " "I 
could not care less . . .", "It certainly will 
help her career . . .", "Oh, 1 am terribly 
excited, and that is putting it mildly . . .", 
"Does nQt affect me one way or 
another ... ", "I am sure she will be a 
tribute to the Mennonites ... ", "Are we 
as Mennonites not going over our 
bounds? ... " etc. etc. And her mother, 
even though confident and supporting, 
could not hide that little wish: "We called 
her our little Heidi-at least she used to 
be-and we hope when all this is over she 
will still be our little Heidi." 

Well, Heidi is the youngest of four 
children; she turned 20 last August. Next 
in line is her brother, Reg; he and Aiden, 
the former Miss Kacinec, were married 
this past summer; Another sister, Vivian 
a former gold medalist in pharmacy at 
the University of Manitoba, lived in Halifax 
for four years and lectured at Dalhousie. 
A couple of months ago she moved to 
Toronto, not knowing at the time that 
her youngest sister would be joining her 
shortly. Last but not least is Elfrieda who 

is married . to Lothar Schroeder. The 
couple resides in Winnipeg and they have 
four children. Let's not forget Dad; I 
have not been able to talk to him, but he 
must be a good father as Heidi speaks 
very affectionately about him with a 
tender smile on her face. He will be 
retiring at the end of the year. 

That leaves me with Mrs. Quiringwho 
two days before Heidi's homecoming from 
Toronto granted me a frank . and open 
interview. A charming, proud and grate
ful mother, who did not only talk about 
loving and caring for her youngest daugh
ter but about all her children. A few days 
later I was invited back to verify my 
notes with Heidi. I did not know what to 
expect. The last time I had seen her was 
at church choir just before she left for 
Toronto. But where practically nothing 
happened to me during that time, a whole 
year changed for Heidi. , . 

Heidi just got . home from a meeting 
with her former classmates. Soon they 
would be arriving for an open house in 
her honor. Heidi tried to force down a 
piece of what' looked like meat loaf and a 
baked apple. Her stomach was obviously 
not yet used to all that rushing around 
and a bit upset. But there she was sitting 
just as 1 saw her last, wearing a plain 
jumper and printed blouse, but absolutely 
no make-up. 
M.M: "Well, let's get started. How did 
Heidi grQW up Mrs. Quiring?" 
Mrs. Q: "She was born in Norwood at 
the Concordia Hospital. She was a tiny 
baby. She was also very quiet with big 
brown eyes. Later on she was always 
sitting and observing things. 1 don't know 
what she thought, whether she was a 
deep thinker or not, but she was always 
very quiet, even when she grew older." 
M.M: "But, Mrs . . Quiring, there 'must 
have been a point in her life, when she 
was starting to come out of her shell to 
become that out-going perSon Heidi is 
now." 
Mrs. Q: "Yes, 1 have been thinking about 
that too, especially during the last couple 
of months. 1 still remember junior high. 
She was sort of a tall and slim girl, taller 

than Ii' lot of girls age and being so 
tall and slim she ' used to ' get teased a 
lot-being so lanky was sometimes a 
little offending and I remember how I 
used to console her . Well, 1 suppose 
somewhere along the way when she grew 
uP. maybe she visua&ed ' turning intO 
some fairy queen somewhere." 

Asking Heidi whether she agreed, that 
in the past she had been more of an intro-. 
verted girl, she replied: "lam almost 
amazed at myselfsometimes when I think 
about it, because I was always very, very 
quiet in school. I had a few select friends, 
but I think really what I was in the past ' 
has brought me to what J am riow, and I 
am pleased with what lam n6w~I feel 
that I have my head on fairlyst:r;aight!" 
There it was that familiar deep; throaty 
laugh that I was waiting for while sl)e 
continues: "Well. there have been times 
when I was a bit younger that I was a. 
little more self-pitying. and not quite as 
confident as I am now, but my fam,ily has 
really helped me to come out and stand 
on my own two feet and learn, to like 
myself. I think, · the Mennonite religion 
has helped me there too,: I . am more' 
mature now, I am beginning to realize 
that." . . 
M.M: "Mrs. Quiring, a girl like Heidi 
must have had some outside interests. 
Which were those interests, would you 
mind telling us about them?" . 
Mrs. Q: "Well, she had been taking violin 
lessons with Mary Ediger, who claims 
Heidi has ' a very sensitive hearing. Heidt 
was always a bit sensitive toward learn
ing. And then of course she loved to sing. 
She was a member of the Kelvin Grad 
Choir as well as the First Mennonite 
Church Choir. There always seemed to be 
room for both." Heidi interrupts explain" 
ing: "There is · something spiritually so 
exhilarating about singing in the church 
choir, that cannot be expressed in 
words .... " I think we all know what she' 
means. , 

Mrs. Quiring goes on: "As Heidi s~t 
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and studied a lot, she went swimming at 
the YWCA once in a while and then for 
the exercise she took up Jazz dancing." 

"Yes" said Heidi: "Jazz dancing is one 
of the most enjoyable form of dance and 
besides 1 love the stage. I was in all the 
Kelvin High School musicals. 1 loved it,. 1 
loved the excitement, 1 loved the lights'" 

Mrs. Quiring continues: "When she 
was in grade 12 she found a job as a clerk 
at Holt Renfrew; when asked if she would 
model their Laura Ashley collection, she 
came home and said: 'Mom, 1 am going to 
try it.' She was so natural at it, that even 
the co-ordinator could not believe that 
Heidi had never done it before. 1 suppose 
that is where her dance and rhythm 
came in handy." 
M.M: "Mrs. Quiring, is there anything 
outstanding that you remember about 
her school years?" 
Mrs. Q: "Y~s, in fact Heidi always used 
to do an awful lot of reading. Go)ng back 
to grade 3, one of her teachers told me 
she had never had a student in grade 3 
who read as well as Heidi did and she had 
been teaching for years. Also I remember 
when we moved in from St. James, she 
was attending grade 6 at Queenston 
school. The teacher had asked the children 
to write a story. He was so excited about 
the way she put it together and her 
punctuation that the school typed it up 
for the nursery. And going still further 
back, running into some of her teachers 
from Norwood, they thought Heidi might 
write a book some day." Here Heidi 
breaks out.in laughter: "That's right, the 
memoirs of Miss Canada'" 
M.M: "Mrs. Quiring, as far as I .know 
Heidi took French at the University of 
Winnipeg, is that correct?" 
Mrs. Q: "Yes, she studied French but 
also took German for a year." 
M.M: "Do you think that being such a 
good reader, she deve!oped a ~pecial ear for 
languages in her?" 
Mrs. Q: "Yes, 1 believe that is true. She 
probably also knew that it would help her 
reach other people, and 1 think she is also 
what you would call abridge-builder. 1 
felt that all the time when 1 communicated 
with her. She was able to reach me, help 
build bridges." 

When I was reading this to Heidi, she 
nearly choked up and fondly remembered 
those many evenings when she would sit 
on the floor, leaning against the wall, 
watching her mother paint and the two of 
them would talk way into the small 
hours of the morning. 

Mrs. Quiring continues: "When 1 think 
back now, I think you might be right in 
assuming that Heidi had a little plan 
stuck away somewhere up in her little 
head. In fact, I remember she alwavs 
wanted to travel and 1 said: 'You have to 
wait your time and get your education 
first, because then the doors will open for 
you and maybe she felt if she knew 
several languages, her chances would be 
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better. 
M.M: "Do· you think that entering the 
Miss Manitoba contest was just another 
stepping stone, a step closer to a career 
as an interpreter or a broadcaster, or did 
Heidi do it for the challenge of it?" 
Heidi: "It was definitely a challenge, and 
1 love challenges. 1 really do! Being some
what of a ;competitivel nature and some
what of an independent and strong willed 
ambitious person, 1 realized that 1 can do 
something like this if I really went out 
and tried it. And one saying 1 believe in 
very much is :nothing ventured, IlQthing 
gained' ." Apparently mother must have 
thought more of a future for· her daughter 
than a challenge when she explains: "1 
think it is the open doors that she is 
thinking of, that would open for her, sort 
of promoting herself. 1 don't think she is 
in there for the glory of the whole thing. 
She is inthere for career opportunities. 
M.M: "It is part and parcel for Miss 
Manitoba to go to the . Miss Canada 
Pageant as a representative of the Prov
ince. Did you find the competition hard 
on you?" 
Heidi: "I didn't really look at it as a 
competition, I called it a Pageant all the 
way through. People kept reminding us 
that: 'O.K., you are contestants and you 
are competing' but I didn't look at it that 
way. I felt the girls were all there for the 
learning experience, we were all winners 
and one was chosen. If you are all put 
together in the same hotel floor for a 
week, going through the same thing, you 
are apt to form some pretty good friend
ships. I am a compet itive person, more 
with myself than with other people. I set 
standards for myself that are very high. 
M.M: "Were there many applicants for 
the Miss Manitoba title and how were 
they chosen?" 
Heidi: "There were 42 applicants; they 
weeded them down to 15 semi-finalists 
and then to 10 finalists. They were 
selected by personality, appearance and 
presentation." Mrs. Quiring adds: "Very 
important are also poise, grace, talent 
and thorough knowledge of Canada. lIeidi 
is so. fortunate that Lothar and Elfrieda 
took her all across the country frQm 
Halifax to Louiville, to B.C. and up north 
to Lynn Lake on their camping trips. 

Lothar is such a good teacher." 
M.M: "How many girls competed. for the 
Miss Canada crown?" 
Heidi: "We were 30 girls altogether. 
Again those were weeded down to 8 
semi-finalists and then to 4 finalists. This 
is all done right in the show. 
M.M: "What were your feelings during 

continued page 21 

UFA: The Mennonite Settlements, 1894-
1938, is a 178 page book which explores 
the establishment, development, and 
end of this prosperous settlement near 
the Ural Mountains. Maps and pictures 
are included. The book is an English 
translation of the German book edited 
by Gerhard Hein. It will be of special 
interest to the children and grand
children of the former settlers and to 
those interested in Mennonite history. 

The book may be ordered at a cost of 
$7 from Mrs. H.F. Klassen, 54 Noble 
Avenue, Winnipeg, R3l OJ4. Proceeds 
of the sale are going to MCC. 

1. South-Eastern ManItoba - 80 acres 
of land, 2 miles from town. 
Price $10,000.00 

2. 9V2 acres of land - choice location 
house and garage ...... close to town. 
Price $24,500.00 

3. Store South Eastern Manitoba. Living 
quarters - party retiring. Must be 
sold. Price $14,000.00 

For Information call: 

iiiiiiiiiiiii~ M. Sokolyk Brokers 
Dominion City, Man. 
Ph. 1-427-2762 

MCC PERSONNEL NEEDS 
MCC urgently needs two secretaries: 
- Stenographer and Office Manager 

for Project North in Toronto. 

- Secretary I receptionist at the 
Warden Woods Community Cen
ter in Toronto. 

These are Voluntary Service posi
tions. 

Apply to: Waldo Neufeld, MCC 
(Canada), Director, Personnel & Ad
ministrative Services, 201-1483 Pem
binaHwy., Winnipeg, Man. R3T 2C8 

• NO ADVERTISING THIS MONTH 
• NEWLYRENOVATEDSTORE 

• GREAT INCREASE IN STOCK 

• MANY SPECIALS AVAILABLE 
• COME AND SEE - COME AND BUY 

II 
FELLOWSHIP BOOKCENTER 

II 
302 Kennedy St., Winnipeg, Manitoba Tel.: 943-1521 

II 



Each generation must 
re-work . its understanding 
of Anabaptist values 

by Ed Uorau 

Mennonites today are the product of 
centuries of development, to such an 
extent that if Menno Simons visited 
Winnipeg today he would recognize Men
nonites with great difficulty, said Harry 
Loewen, the first holder of the chair of 
Mennonite studies at the University of 
Winnipeg in a recent interview. -

At the same time, however, Dr. Loewen 
believes that to have resisted change in 
order to maintain a kind of pure version 
of 16th century Anabaptism would have 
been a contradiction of Anabaptism itself, 
which implied a need for renewal and re
interpretation froin generation to genera
tion. 

The 16th century Anabaptist Menno
nites were established under conditions 
of persecution that prevented them from 
any meaningful participation in society. 
Accordingly, the concept of suffering for 
one's faith, suffering for Christ, became a 
basic theme in their view of life. In the 
20th century, Mennonites are not, of 
course, persecuted, but are subject to the 
materialistic influences of an affluent 
society, a society in which they participate 
and help maintain. Thus the 20th century 
Mennonite must re-interpret biblical and 
Anabaptist principles to fit the new 
circumstances. 

Dr. Loewen thinks that Mennonites of 
our day should be as disconcerting an 
example to society as our early fore
fathers; just as the 16th century Menno
nites made people uncomfortable with 
their personal relationship with God (one 
that did not depend on membership · in a 
state church), so Mennonites of today 
should develop an example that makes ma
terialistic society uncomfortable. Menno
nites may have all the good things of life in 
North America, but they must also be 
seen to be practitioners of compassion, 
brotherliness, generosity, and other 
principles which have their basis in 
scripture or in the best of Anabaptist 
traditions. 

Wrestling ~th an interpretation of 
Anabaptist principles in an affluent society 
is one example of change. Another is the 
struggle of Mennonite churches to come 

to terms with divorce, alcohol, and even 
the use of the term "Mennonite." 

The fragmentation of the ' Mennonites 
into so many groups is evidence that 
change does not come easily, and at the 
very least the fragmentation is a demon
stration of the variety of interpretation -
that can be given to the same basic idea. 
To some extent Dr. Loewen agrees that 
the spectrum of Mennonitism from the 
very conservative to the liberal can be 
seen as expressions of the same concept. 

Having . said this, he is quick to point 
out that the strength of each position is 
matched by ' an area of weakness. For 
example, the conservative groups have 
best kept the 16th century traditions of 
the simple life, but in so doing have lost 
the missionary and outreach zeal which 
was a hallmark of the original Anabaptists. 
Other Mennonite groups have kept the 
evangelistic zeal but have a lot to learn 
about the simple lifestyle. In fact, Dr. 
Loewen said that these two expressions 
of Mennonitism could adopt the best of 
each other's traditions, something he 
thinks would be the benefit of both. 

There is also the tension between the 
cultural aspect of heiDg Mennonite and 

the religious aspect. Dr. Loewen said he 
does not see how the two can be separated 
in the present context of Mennonite life. 
On the one hand it is true that Mennonites 
become Mennonites on the basis of a 
confession of faith within a church congre
gation; on the other hand it is equally 
true that Mennonites immigrated to 
Canada in groups for the better part of a 
century, their ethnic identity a product of 
having shared in varying degrees .1l 
common experience. Where does one 
make the .separation? 

The Jews are a people whose culture 
and religion are similarly inseparable and 
Dr. Loewen said that the comparison 
with Jews could be extended in anather 
way: Jewishness runs through a spectrum 
from the conservative orthodox to the 
liberal non-practising type. The latter 
may not observe Jewish religiousprae
tices, but he is nevertheless proud of his 
Jewish heritage, just as there are people 
who are proud of their Mennonite back
ground who no longer attend a Mennonite 
church. 

Although the religious and cultural 
aspects of being Mennonite are at the 
present time inextricably intertwined, 
Dr. Loewen does not think that this will 
continue to be the case; · in fact. a 
-diminishment of the cultural/ethnic com
ponent is inevitable. The cultural identity 
which could be said to have been· estab
lished by the coming of the Russi&n 
Mennonites, in 1874, and then sustAined 
by succeeding groups of Russian and 
European immigrants since, cannot '.' sur
vive. First it is a fact of life that those 
who come from the Russian/European 
tradition will be an ever-decreasing corn
ponent of the Mennonite mosaic. Thus 
the cultural, aspect , will change as Menno
nites indigenous to North America develop 
their own ways. 

Further, the current easy accept.nce 
of Mennonite and non-Mennonite mar
riages and the evangelistic outreach 
attempts to North American non-Menno
nites will dilute many things that were 
distinctively Mennonite cultural features. 

With this cultural assimilation, the 
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rElligious aspect will survive because new 
Mennonites will be those who make a 
confession of faith consistent with the 
principles of a Mennonite church. It is in 
this way that the Mennonite people will 
find their existence continued, Dr. Loewen 
said, but perhaps not in ways they will 
continue to recognize. 

Dr. Loewen is not happy with those 
who argUe that the word "Mennonite" is 
a liability because it carries with it too 
much "cultural baggage." Quite apart 
from the fact that a name change without 
"Mennonite" would be a rejection of a 
400-year heritage, he said it also rejects 
the process and tradition of change. 
Menno Simon's band were not the same 
Mennonites as those who lived for 100 
years in Russia; and the Mennonites who 
are alive today are not Mennonite in the 
same way as their grandparents who 
came to North America in 1874. Dr. 
Loewen feels that it is more appropriate 
to develop contemporary interpretations 
of scripture and the Anabaptist heritage 
than it is to change the name. 

Dr. Loewen is generally optimistic 
about the future prospects of the Menno
nites, recognizing that the process of 
change will continue and that he himself 
may not recognize Mennonites of future 
generations. Because Mennonites have 
had ahistory of "straying"from biblical 
and Anabaptist principles, and then re
turning, finding renewal in this cyclical 
process, he is confident that it will 
continue; there will always be those who 
will want to keep the Anabaptist tradition 
alive. . 

He said that Mennonites of all ages can 
be genuinely proud of the achievements 
of their contemporaries in all fields of 
endeavor in North American society (even 
winning beauty pageants) not only be
cause it is a measure of success using the 
"world's" measures, but also because it 
shows that Mennonites are not limiting 
their participation in society to a narrow 
view. 

Perhaps the most dramatic illustration 
of the change Mennonites have gone 
through is to contrast the image of the 
hunted and persecuted 16th century 
Mennonites with the establishment in the 
20th century of a chair of Mennonite 
studies in a university. The latter is not 
simplY an illustration that Mennonites 
have become "respectable" but a recogni
tion that their way of life is something of 
substantive meaning. mm 

Domestic Help Wanted 
Top wages for live-in Cookl House
keeper. . Private, furnished, living 
quarters for mature experienced per
son, capable of laking charge of all 
household duties in adult home. 
Please call collect: (204) 453-4949 or 
(204) 474-1007 
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A detailed look at what 
makes a "Mennonite chair" 

The pniversity of Winnipeg has estab
lished the chair in Mennonite studies for 
the purpose of teaching courses in Menno
nite history, culture and literature, pro
moting research . and writing in Menno
nite studies, and developing a centre 
where students and scholars can meet to 
discuss subjects related to the Anabaptists 
and Mennonites. The chair is the first of 
its kind anywhere. 

The coming into existence of such a 
program at a university attests to the 
fact that a non-Mennonite community and 
institution of higher learning recognize 
the contributions the Mennonites have 
made and are making 'in the various 
branches of social, economic, cultural 
and religious endeavors. It is also a 
recognition that Mennonite scholarship 
must seek to preserve the ideals that the 
Mennonite people have inherited from 
their fathers and fought for · throughout 
centuries of persecution. 

The development and successful growth 
of the chair will depend largely on the 
kind of niche it will carve out for itself in 
the academic community. The chair must 
in time be seen by the University of 
Winnipeg and the academic communities 
in Manitoba and elsewhere as making a 
distinct contribution to Mennonite studies. 
It must therefore be stressed that the 
new program was not established to 
compete with or dUplicate existing pro
grams in Mennonite studies at the two 
Mennonite colleges in Winnipeg. The 
chair was created to fill an apparent 
academic gap in the area of Mennonite 
studies at the university level. 

Mennonite colleges and other institu-
'tions have developed certain teaching 
and research areas, among which Menno
nite history and theology stand at the top 
of the list. While the chair in Mennonite 
studies cannot altogether bypass the 
study of Mennonite history and theology, 
it must obviously avoid as much as 
possible concentrating in these fields. 
There is, however, one specific area 
which has not received the concentrated 
attention of Mennonite scholarship, name
ly the wide and rich field of Mennonite 
culture and literature. There is apparently 
no institution in North America which 
stresses primarily the cultural, literary 
and artistic achievements and activities 
of the Mennonite people in an atmosphere 

, of academic inquiry. The chair in Menno
nite studies will seek to fill this important 
gap in Mennonite scholarship. . 

To fulfill its stated purpose the chair in 
Mennonite studies is developing a program 
consisting of several areas of activity. 
Such courses as The Mennonite Heritage, 
The Image of the Mennonites in World 

Literature, Mennonite Authors, The 
Mennonite View and Experience of Life 
and others are being developed. Seminars 
and symposia dealing with Mennonite 
themes are planned, and it is hoped that 
in the not too distant future a series of 
guest lectureships will be established and 
possibly a guest professorship introduced. 
In addition, research is being done in 
selected areas and source materials and 
books are collected and placed in the 
university library. Within a year students 
should be able to enroll in a major in 
Mennonite studies. It is also hoped that 
in time the chair in Mennonite studies 
will tie in with the graduate program of 
the University of Manitoba to enable 
students to acquire a graduate degree in 
Mennonite studies. 

While the growth of an academic pro
gram depends in part on the nature of its 
activities and emphases, it also requires 
interested and eager students and the 
moral support of the various communi
ties. The ,chair in Mennonite studies grew 
out of a belief on the part of theadminis
tration of the university ' and leading 
Mennonite scholars and professional men 
that students of both Mennonite and non
Mennonite background should and would 
be drawn to such a program at the 
university. It was believed that there are 
some young people who will welcome an 
academic program which not only offers 
them the required university credits but 
which also helps them to come to meaning
ful terms with their Mennonite past and 
present. Not only will the program . offer 
students a context in which I they can 
wrestle with their tradition, but also, 
because of the chair's emphasis on Menno
nite culture and literature, assist and en
courage talented young writers and artists 
to give expression to their struggles, 
doubts, faith and aspirations. It is there
fore hoped that . educators and leading 
persons in the Mennonite community will 
encourage young people to seriously con
sider the newly-established program at 
the University of Winnipeg. 

Beginning in January, 1979, the chair 
in mennonite studies will offer a half
course, The Mennonite Image in World 
Literature, emphasizing especially the 
treatment of the Anabaptists and Menno
nites in German literature. After an 
introduction to the origin and .develop
ment of Anabaptism, such authors and 
works as Gottfrid Keller's Ursttln., Theo
dor Fontane's Quitt, Friedrich Duerren
matt's Die Wiedertaeufer, and Martin 
Walser's Das Sauspiel will be studied. mm 

by Harry Loewen 



50 years of 
Urban ·life 
e ixplored 
by Mary M.Enns 

The chair in Mennonite Studies at the 
University of Winnipeg is the first of its 
kind on this continent. Prof. of Mennonite 
Studies Dr. Harry Loewen chaired a 
seminar on October 31 at the university. 
This first .. of a series of seminars was 
attended by a fairly sizable group of 
Mennonite academics, scholars and 
"keeners on the subject of·Mennonitism." 
A paper by the chairman outlined the 
nature and objectives of the chair in 
Mennonite Studies. 

Guest lecturer, Dr. Leo Driedger, pro
fessor of sociology at the University of 
Manitoba and author of several books and 
papers of note in Mennonite studies and 
sociology presented a paper 'Fifty Years 
of Mennonite Identity· in Winnipeg'. He 
discussed this in the context of both 
sacred canopy and changing laboratory. 
The sacred canopy was Dr. Driedger's 
symbol of the overall Mennonite culture · 
erected during the Reformation, the Ana
baptist period. The laboratory was his 
symbol for the changes occuring under 
that canopy. He spoke of the Heritage 
Centre on the campus at CMBC and the 
Cairn erected recently in North Kildonan 
as well as the new Mennonite chair in the 
very heart of downtown Winnipeg. Pre
senting the book Fiftieth Anniversary of 
the Mennonite Settlement in North Kil
donan Dr. Driedger submitted the excel
lence of such a celebration and such a 
book, but felt it should have included not 
just the peripheral N9rth Kildonan but 
Winnipeg. "I didn't even know about it." 
He discussed the Anabaptist identity: the 
construction of a new reality; the Prairie 
identity: reconstruction of a Mennonite 
rellllty; the search for identity in the 
Winnipeg laboratory; and a call for further 
research. 

Discussion followed with questions 
posed on the various points of the paper 
such as: Is affluence necessarily one of 
the plagues of the Mennonite community 
as Dr. Driedger contends, along with 
such obvious plagues as war, poverty and 
depression; and, could the search for 
identity be a possibility in the broadening 
of our spectrum; and, can one separate 
religion from the Mennonite canopy; and, 
how sacred is this canopy? 

The second seminar on November 23 
will feature . Ingrid Rimland, author of 
The Wanderers, a controversial novel 
which is being discussed widely in Menno
nite circles today.mm 

SPECIAL 
CHRISTMAS GIFT OFFER 

f h"'- MENNON.ITE 
o t e "'- MIRROR 

Help someone who isn't currently receiving the 
Mirror to become acquainted with this popular 
magazine. 

Subscribers to the MM can order gift subscriptions for Christmas at a 
special one-half price by using the coupon below. The usual rate for 
one year is $6 and for two years it's $11. 
When you use the coupon you can order a one year subscription for 
$3 and a two-year subscription for $5 .50. This reduction applies to 
each subscription that you order. This offer is good only for paid-up 
subscribers and senior citizens. 
If you are hot a paid-up subscriber or senior citizen, enclose a 
subscription payment for yourself at the regular rate and use the 
coupon to order gift subscriptions at the special rate . 
A . card will be sent to each person for whom you order a gift 
subscription to inform them of your gift . . 

Act now at this unusual rate 
-----_. --------------_._--_ .. ~ 

SPECIAL RATECOVPON 
Worth $3 off each $6 gi(t subscription and $5.50 off each $11 gift subscription. 
Please enclose this coupon with order. 

yourname ______________________________ ~ _____________ __ 

Address -----------------______ ~ __________ ~ ____ ~~---

City/town ------_____________________ Postal Code ______ __ 

Please send a gift subscription to: 

Name -------------------------------------------------

Address _________ ~--------------------------~ 

City/town _________ __ ------- ----- Postal Code ----

Name 

Address ____________________________________________ _ 

City/ town ______________________________ Postal Code ______ _ 

I am a current subscriber or senior citizen _____ ~ ___ _ 
I enclose $6 (for one year) or 11 (for two years) for my own sub$crip
tion ----------
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Fellowship 
and praise 
combine 
at concert 
A review by Peter Letkemann 

Within our ,Mennonite tradition, music 
has had two main functions. It has served 
as a vehicle of praise to God, our Creator; 
and it has served to'bring people together 
and involve them in a shared, community 
experience. The Fall Concert of the 
Mennonite Community Orchestra, held at 
the MBCI auditorium on October 28 and 
29, fulfilled both of these functions. It 
brought together 180 singers and instru
mentalists and an audience of over 1,000 
people: people of all ages, from all walks 
of life, from the city and the country, 
from the various Mennonite denomina
tional backgrounds. This coming together 
of the Mennonite Community combined 
with the high calibre of the musical 
performance made it a truly memorable 
event. 

The guest conductor for this occasion 
was William Janzen, formerly of Winkler 
and presently residing in Waterloo, On-

tario. The first part of the program 
involved the combined intermediate and 
senior orchestra in 5 short compositions 
by Telemann, Mozart, Reinecke and 
Ward. The orchestral tone was full, rich 
and pleasing to listen to. Mr. Janzen 
deserves credit for the strong, confident 
and disciplined playing he was able to 
evoke from the 85 players, who range in 
age from 8 to 80. It was thrilling to see 
young and old, professional and amateur 
alike performing together in this way. 

After the intermission, the senior or
chestra of 50 players performed works by 
Gluck, Weber, Schubert and Beethoven. 
The conductor achieved a fine balance 
between the string, woodwind and brass 
sections of the orchestra. The strings 
especially exhibited beautiful, clean, sen
sitive playing in the Gluck Overture. The 
Concertino for Clarinet and Orchestra by 
Weber featured guest artist Margaret 
Isaacs of Winnipeg. Her playing was 
technically disciplined, refined and 
musically sensitive. The last two works of 
this section, Schubert's Incidental Music 
to "Rosamunde" and Beethoven's Sym
phony No. 1 (1st mov't only) were the 
longest and most difficult of the program. 
Both the orchestra and the audience 
seemed to tire during the course of these 
works, and it probably would have been 
better to leave out one or the other of 
them. 

The highlight of the afternoon was the 
performance of Esther Wiebe's "Thy 
Kingdom Come", a short work for Bari
tone, Children's Choir, Mixed Choir and 
Orchestra. The composition was commis
sioned for the 10th Mennonite World 
Conference in Wichita this past summer 
and received its first performance there 
during the communion service. For , this 
performance the orchestra was joined by 
Baritone soloist Len Ratzlaff, the Menno
nite Children's Choir (Helen Litz, director) 
and the Mennonite Brethren Bible College 
Choir (Len Ratzlaff, director). The work 
mirrors the diversity of the Mennonite 
Community, from the very sophisticated 
to the very simple, which finds unity in 
its desire to realize the Kingdom of God 
here on earth. Sophisticated orchestral 
writing alternated with the familiar hymn 
"Holy God, We Praise Thy Name" and 
the simple folk hymn "Come Holy Ghost." 
Esther Wiebe synthesized these diverse 
elements into a dramatic and moving 
expression of our common prayer: "Thy 
Kingdom Come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven", ending with a 
hymn of praise to God the Father, Son 
and Hply Spirit. This work more than any 
other fulfilled the two aims of music in 
our Mennonite tradition, as mentioned 
above. 

Mr. Letkeman teaches at CMBC. 

The grass withers, 
the flowers fade, 

Biblically oriented 
Educationally excellent 

Evangelically committed 
lnterdenominationally concerned 

Vocationally directed 
SOCially aware 

Evangelistically enthused 

but the Word of our God 
endures for evermore. 

Isaiah 40:8 

Winnipeg Seminary is dedicated to the only two things 
which last forever: people and the Word of God. 
Everything else isprog..ammed for destruction. 

We believe 

'. "It's especially appropriate 
that scholars be involved 
in helping fulfill 
Jesus' Commission." 

Winnipeg Theological Seminary ' 
Otterburne, Manitoba ROA IGO 
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The agony and ecstasy 
of Yuletide gift-giving 
by Betty Dyek 

Michelangelo did not have any corner 
on agony and ecstasy. They are with us 
each year as Christmas approaches and 
gift.giving time reaches a peak. 

Last summer a friend of our teenage 
son's sighed, "Thank goodness it's 11 
months till my mother's birthday. Of 
course there is Christmas in between." 

Then he told me a tale of woe. His 
mother informed the family she would 
not tolerate anything for the house as a 
gift; she does not wear jewellery or use 
perfume, and she buys all her own 
writing supplies. An agonizing situation 
for the boy, because he sincerely wishes 
to give her something she will appreciate. 
Possibly the mother is trying to encourage 
him to stifle his spending. 

We have allowed society to foist norms 
onus that are not normal at all. Pressure 
put on people to give a gift is heightened 
not only by commercial outlets, but.some· 
times by family traditions and peer 
comparisons. 

. My husband came from a family where 
Chris~mas was primarily a religious cele· 
bration and gifts were secondary. On the 
other hand, with my grandfather owning 
a store,. Christmas for me as a child was a 
~nanza. Birthdays brought presents, 
too. 

In our early married life, I was dis· 
appointed when birthdays and anniver· 
saries sometimes passed unmarked. Yet 
John often comes home with arose or my 
favorite peppermint patties, just for the 
fun of it. I am fortunate. When I checked 
the dictionary definition for gift, it read: 
"something the property of which is 
transferred to another without the ex· 
pectation or receipt of an equivalent." . , 

I love receiving presents. Most people 
do. Christmas can be a time of surprises 

and wish·fulfillments if we retain our 
sense of perspective. Possibly a little 
tunnel vision would help us ignore the 
advertisements. 

When you study the proliferation of 
seasonal fliers, you begin to believe there 
is no tomorrow. Besides the' perennial 
offerings of socks, shirts and ties, today 
there are gifts for golfers, hunters, scuba 
divers; also special ones for motorists, 
smokers, bird watchers and plant lovers. 

We have witnessed the growth of a 
new business. Remember when there 
were no ptant huts? Now there is one in 
every corner shopping center. John asks, 
"How do they make a living selling 
plants?" One wonders, yet such stores 
have consciously created a consumer 
market for macrame plant hangers and 
ceramic pots. 

We have been hoodwinked into the 
agony of overspending. Imagine-give a 
dishwasher, a microwave oven, a piano, a 
boat, a car. Even to the average. famUy 
such gifts would throw a wrench into the 
budget. To the poor, the suggestions are 
ludicrous. The time is out of joint. It is up 
to us as consumers to put it right. 

I remember the ecstasies of Christmas 
when the children were small. The look of 
delight on our daughter's face as she un· 
wrapped a beautifully illustrated book
smooth to the touch, exciting to the .eye 
and opening new horizons. Or the boys' 
pleasure when they discovered their ~xes 
cont~ined dinky toy cars and trucks; 

This year our teenage son, who has a 
part·time - job at a superm.arket, is 
buying himself a pool table. How. do you 
top that? Thank goodness our want lists 
are posted on the kitchen bulletin board. 
This practice evolved because dinner 
hours are haphazard. Each family member 
has a different schedule, which leaves 
little time to pick up cues. 

Today, Christmas celebrations have 
acqUired a wide secular and social signifi
cance, exPressed especially in the ex
change of gifts. Some people are gradually 
returning to traditional gifts of homemade 
fruit cake or jam. Others are delivering a 
rose or a bottle of vintage wine. 

Make it a Merry Christmas as you 
celebrate the birth of Christ. The Wise 
Men brought gold, fra:~incense and 
myrrh, gifts fit for a king. We .are 
ordinary people. 

You can take the agony O\1t of giving 
by replacing it with th~ ecstaSy of finding 
something, no matter how insignificant, 
that suits the person you wisl1. tople&!l6' I 
know I will receive another. porcelain pie 
plate. and I will smile. DUD 

CHAPLAIN 
Enquiries are invited from qualified 
Mennonite ministers with demon
strated organizational ability and-an 
interest in pastoral counselling in 
an institutional setting, to take 
charge of developing a chaplaincy 
program involving the Concordia 
Hospital and the Bethania Mennonite 
Personal Care Home. 

Since this will be a new project, 
terms of reference, starting date, 
salary, etc. are all negotiable. 

Interested persons should contact: 
Mr. Helmut Epp, Administrator, 
Bethania Mennonite Personal Care 
Home, 1045 Concordia Hospital, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2K 357; be
fore December 31,1978. 
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IR& MOBI OB LISS CAITADIAIT 
In our country, a Canadian is a Canadian, 
regardless ot'his or her background ... . 
regardless of whether they were born in 
Canada or immigrated here. 
In Canada, we respect each person as an in
dividual. We respect the individual's race, 
cultural roots, religious and spiritual values. 
Each Canadian benefits from sharing every 
other Canadian's talents, skills and con
tributions to Canadian life. That's what 
helps to make Canada a great country! 
Your Canadian Government, through its per
manent policy on Multiculturalism, creates 
and administers a wide variety of programs 
to encourage all Canadians to maintain 
their culture ... and share it, proudly, with 
all other Canadians. 

One of the roles of your Minister of Multicul
turalism is to ensure equal opportunity, 
equal rights, for all Canadians, regardless of 
ethnicity or cultural background. Your 
Minister of Multiculturalism also helps en
sure that the multicultural policy is carried 
out in all your Canadian Government's acti
vities and programs, too. This makes 
Canada truly multicultural. 
These continuing Canadian Government 
Multicultural programs champion the diver
sity of all CanadianS' and their equality. All 
Canadians are equal. There is no such thing 
as being more or less Canadian ... thanks 
to our policy on Multiculturalism. 

Multiculturalism 
unity through human understanding 
, ' , Minister 01 State Ministre d'Etat I +" I Honourable Norman Calik L' honorable Norman Calik 

Mult icultura lism Multiculturalisme 
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neighbours about newer types of farm 
equipment. Neighbours in Randolph and 
Kleefeld are of the sturdy 'Chortitza' 
Mennonite and 'Kleine Gemeinde' or 
'Holdeman' types who for every day com
mvnication resort to a well-turned low
German phrase and who still know that 
meadowlarks on fenceposts trill an 'un
finished symphony' of "Fritz, Fraunz, 
Tjielke Supp" or "Fred, Frank, noodle 
soup." Fortunately also, when a man 
needs the latest 'info' on the care of a 
farrowing venture of 75 sows, people at 
Niverville , Feed have been more than 
kind. 

Neighbourliness, coupled with the work 
ethic, certainly sweetens life in more 
ways than one. Addison must use that 
special brand of magic, work, in his 
piggery, for there is no need to wear 
clothes pins when the prevailing wester
lies blow . 

The joy of choosing 
to do with much less 

• The Klassen's immediate family is com
prised of six children, of whom three are 
chosen. Of the older three, one is at home 
while the other two are at the MBCI and 
Bethany Bible Institute respectively. 
Three younger children are still at schools 

by Hilda Matsuo 

The farm is a place of nostalgia for 
many. But today's farm is very different 
from that of former years, when life was 
simple, and farmers could not afford the 
big cars, the snowmobiles and the fancy 
weddings that are part of modern farm 
life. 

Why, then, would anyone looking for a 
simpler life style return to the farm? 
Addison Klassen, who recently left the 
teaching profession to make just this 
move, has many reasons for his decision. 

He and his wife, Gerda, both have farm 
backgrounds, and so they both had a 
basic "training" for their new calling, 
even though they have not lived on a farm 
since their youth. Both feel that they 
could not have survived thus far without 
this previous farm experience. 

The Klassens at first combined life on 
the farm with Addison's teaching job in 
the city. 

Starting in September of 1973, Addison 
began his daily drive of 40 miles from 
Chortitz or Randolph, to the MBCI in 
Winnipeg. One can only imagine the 
staggering mvestment: All savings went 
toward the purchase of 196 acres, a 
piggery and machines. By June of 1976, 
he left the classroom and the cushioning 
security of regular pay cheques behind. A 
moment of truth? Perhaps. The market 
and t,he weather don't always agree with 
one's dreams. 

The simpler life in the country however, 
was good. Friends in the city were not 
far away and there were new-found 
friends in the country by now. Students 
and colleagues lost a daily contact with 
Klassen though. They missed his good 
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in 'Bothwell' and Steinbach. Number 
seven is a dear little foster child who has 

humor and open frankness. Fortunately simply blossomed under the care of his 
he never really acquired the studied , caring family, although experiences of 
facade of the city dweller. Students the past have taught him to be fearful. 
missed a no-nonsense approach to life Last year, another foster child joined the 
which was mixed with a sense of com- family on weekdays so that special educa
passion. tional facilities for the handicapped in 

One wonders though, why Klassen left Steinbach might be available to her. 
the teaching of geography and Bible after The Klassens hope to encourage in 
10 years. Perhaps a robust personality their children a feeling that differences in 
like his needs a challenge. Goodness genetic origins do not matter as much as 
knows his educational process wasn't our larger society likes to think. They . 
easy or conventional. Grades 9 and 10 also hope to instill in the children a 
were taken by correspondence and then, strong work ethic which they feel is more 
as a mature student, he attended MBBC easily stressed on a farm. So there they 
full-time while carrying two night courses. are, their kids of native racial origin 
He had planned to enter social work after accepting their kids of European racial 
graduating from Waterloo Lutheran but origin and learning to work side by side 
J .M. Thiessen, then principal at MBCI, as a family. 
asked him whether he wanted to teach Reg, the oldest son, at one point made 
and somehow he stayed. himself responsible for building a shed for 

Farm challenges vary. Initially Klassen the artesian well and a workshop. Rick 
was finishing hogs for market on con- when at. home considers all welding his 
tract, but when the supply of weanlings responsibility. There are barn chores for 
dried up new methods of attacking the the younger boys and gardening and 
problem had to be tried. The wet summer canning for all available hands during the 
of 1977 brought other concerns. By as summer. 
late as October 29th, forty acres still Dreams for Gerda, the mother, encom
weren't combined and even then grain pass plans for a roomier home and more 
would be too wet to store after months of children in need of care. In the meantime, 
lying in a swathe. Fortunately, he was red-checkered gingham brightenl,l the 
able to sell the grain for more immediate windows and happy faces gladden the old 
use but there was still the concern of home. Neighbours call the old place the 
doing better than breaking even. Rempel or Banman home. Both parents 

It is challenging also to be able to feel that there must be a way to create an 
repair ones own equipment. This is image of neither a Rempel or Klassen 
where kids can learn useful skills. A John home but rather a home where the heart 
Deere tractor, under the joint ministra- is, with room for children, and pets, and 
tions of the local mechanic, dad and the love and meadowlarks in springtime. In
boys, eventually is repaired. Beside the deed, with Reg assuming more of the 
advan~age - ofhaving · intera~tionwith - farm work this year, 'Ad' feels that he 
your kids at this level, there is the has time to consolidate plans for such a 
advantage of being able to learn from home. mm 

It 
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WESTGATE OPENING PROGRAM 
AND DEDICATION SERVICE 

Over 500 parents and friends joined the 
staff and students at Westgate Mennonite 
Collegiate to officially open the 1978-79 
schOPI year, and to dedicate the new 
facilities as an instrument to be used in 
serving God and the Mennonite church. 
Rev. David Epp, chairman of the board, 
chaired the program which included songs 
by the senior -concert choir, and the 
school chorus, under the direction of 
Garry Froese; a transfer of keys cere
mony; a prayer of dedication spoken by 
Dr. David Schroeder; Greetings from 
Frank Neufeld, the school's first principal; 
and from Gerhard Ens, former principal 
of M.C.I., currently editor of DeT Bote; 
the introduction of the staff by principal, 
John Enns; and a benediction spoken by 
Rev. Jakob Wiebe of North Kildonan. 

The transfer of keys ceremony was a 
highlight of the service. The key was 
transferred from the builq.er, Henry 
Rattai of Kraft Construction, to the 
architect, Rudy P. Friesen, to the building 
committee chairman, Rudy A. Regehr, to 
John Bergen, vice-president of the Menno
nite Educational Society, to the principal, 
John Enns. Mr. Enns then called on a 
student from each of the Winnipeg Gen
eral Conference Mennonite churches and 
presented each one with an engraved 
key. The students in turn presented 
these keys to representatives of their 
churches, many of whom were parents of 
present students. 

The addition and renovations were 
completed in October at a cost of $830,000. 
The addition, totalling 18,500 sq. ft ., 
includes a gymnasium, lunch room, shops 

room, multi-purpose room, student 
lounge, general office, staff room, and 
library. The existing classroom wing has 
been renovated with new heating and 
electrical services, new windows, and a 
biology lab. 

The focal point of the new addition is 
the pit lounge, located immediately beyond 
the main entrance. From its tiered seating 
there is a view of the gymnasium below 
and the sky above. It is also possible to 
catch an occasional glimpse of the secre
tary or principal in the general office 
area, whose windows look down into the 
lounge and out over the gymnasium roof. 

The service was followed by a tour of 
the building and coffee in the multi-pur
pose room. With over $600,000 pledged 
towards the building fund, and a record 
enrollment of 192 students, the school is 
looking forward to the second 20 years of 
its history with great enthusiasm. 

FILM CAPTURES 
WORLD CONFERENCE 

Wichita '78, an eleven·minute film, 
documenting the spirit of this past sum
mer's Mennonite World Conference in 
Wichita, Kansas, is now available for 
rental or purchase. 

The film unfolds, in a small amount of 
time, the experience and atmosphere of 
the Tenth Assembly. "We couldn't hope 
to record all that was said or done, so we 
tried to catch the spirit of the event, the 
feeling of what it was like to be there," 
explained executive producer, Merle 
Good. "To have attempted to document 
all speeches, for example, would have 
been grossly incomplete. We'd have 
missed all the interchange and fellowship 
that happened. So we opted to try to 
capture an impression of what actually 
went on," Good commented. 

Wichita '78 is available for rental or 
purchase from Film Division, The People's 
Place, Main Street, Intercourse, Pennsyl
vania 17534, or in Canada from Dueck 
Film Productions, Ltd., 295 Wallace Aye., 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2E b1. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

December 17: 7:00 p.m., Sargent Men
nonite - church . "Amah I and the Night 
Visitors," operetta, conducted by Bernie 
Neufeld, Minister of Music. 

December 24: 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
at First Mennonite church. Traditional 
Candlelight Service with First Mennonite 
choirs. 

Jan. 8 - Feb. 1: Elim Bible Institute. 
Intersemester:Religious Drama, Apoca
lyptic Writings, Psalms and Wisdom 
Literature, and Christian Lifestyles, 
register early. 

Judy and Fred Goertzen are leaving 
Winnipeg on November 22 for what they 
hope will be a very interesting stay in 
Saudi-Arabia Fred, an electrical engineer 
with the MTS, will take the two years 
from his job here to work on the Bell 
Canada Saudi-Arabia Automatic Tele
phone project. Work at the project of 
$1.1 billion began last December, and is a 
joint effort of Bell Canada, Philips of the 
Netherlands and Ericsson of Sweden. 

In order t~ equip themselves for the 
stay, Judy and Fred recently spent a 
week in Toronto where they were in
structed on 'dos and don'ts' in Saudi
Arabia. The particular branch of Islam in 
that country tends to be more conserva
tive than that of most other Arabic 
countries and Canadians are anxious not 
to offend the people there. 

The Goertzens will be staying in a fully 
furnished town house and after a year 
will be free to come home for a month's 
visit. Although Riyadh, the capital city in 
which they will live, has a population of 
750,000, there is little entertainment of 
the western type available, so people are 
encouraged to join hobby clubs and in 
other ways look for good old-fashioned 
amusement. Women are asked to bring 
plenty of dress patterns and clothes for 
themselves and the children as this type 
of consumer goods is scarce. Further
more, dresses meant for down-town shop
ping must be long because this is how the 
Saudi-Arabian woman would appear in 
public. Danny and Jill, now three and 
five, will have to wait to get into a class
room because all available classroom 
space is taken by children of people 
already there. 

Dece~ber 8: 8:00 p.m., Friday, at 
Altona Bergthaler church, Elim Christmas 
Choral Program. 

December 9: 8:00 p.m., Saturday, at 
MBCI auditorium, 173 Talbot, CMBC 
Oratorio Choir with orchestra presents 
J.S. Bach's "Weihnacht's Oratorium"parts 
IV, V & VI. Conductor, George Wiebe; 
harpsichord, Esther Wiebe; soprano, Lynn 
Derksen Braun and Henriette Cornies; 
alto, Jane Friesen; tenor, John Martens; 
bass, Mel Braun. 

December 15: 8:00 p.m., Westgate 
Christmas Concert. Location to be 
announced. 
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Hermao and Elfrieda OHert and their 
three sons, Winkler, Manitoba, begin a 
two-year assignment with MCC working 
with delinquent boys at the Youth Orien
tation Units in Warburg, Alberta. 

Murry Guenther, Snowflake, Manitoba, 
begins a two-year term of service in 
Akron, Penn. as operator of the portable 
meat canner. He is a 1978 graduate of 
Elim Bible Institute, Altona. 

Ronald and Elaine Braun are serving a 
two year assignment with MCC in Browns
town, Jamaiea~ Members of the Fort 
Garry church, Winnipeg, Braun is teach
ching at St. Hilda's secondary school 
there. 

A course in Development Issues in 
Christian Perspective has drawn about 50 
people to register at CMBC and MBBC. A 
co-operative venture of two colleges with 
MCC (Manitoba) it is offered for the first 
six weeks at CMBC and the last seven at 
MBBC. It draws on the resources of Men
nonite faculty from the universities. 
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School Aid: Among 14 private schools 
in Winnipeg to receive funding through 
The Winnipeg School Division are MBCI 
and Westgate Collegiate. Under Bill 57 
passed this summer, private schools may 
receive up to $435 per student each year 
in provincial grants. It is up to school 
boards to sign separate agreements, how
ever. In actual fact most private schools 
would receive closer to $325. to $350. per 

-student because certain classes like re
ligion are outside . the public school curri
culum and would · not be eligible for the 
grant. Mary Kardash, Winnipeg school 
trustee for ward three, plans to present a 
motion to rescind the Winnipeg school 
board's decision at a meeting on Nov. 14. 
If her action fails, plans to enter into 
revenue-sharing agreements with private 
schools will go ahead and will be retro
active to last July 1. 
Paul Reimer, a Grade 12 student at 

Steinbach Collegiate is an outstanding 
member of the "Sabres" a volleyball team 
from Steinbach. Reimer is regarded among 
his peers as the province's best high 
school volleyball player. Four American 
universities in California, Texas, Kansas 
and Ohio also are convinced of his profi
ciency on the courts for they have spoken 
to him about scholarships for the coming 
season. Whatever happens, Reimer feels 
that his decision must depend on the 
outcome of expected knee surgery. He 
has what is known as bad jumper's knees 
which are marked by tendon stretching 
and ligament damage. 

Frank and Margaret Peters are serving 
for a three year term with MCC as 
teachers in Grenada, West -Indies. They 
are members of the Portage Avenue 
Church, Winnipeg. 

Loewen Millwork of Steinbach has 
begun to implement plans to expand · 
production and warehouse facilities at a 
cost of $1.4 million. Company president 
Mr. Cornie Loewen says that the expan
sion will bring the total floor area of the 
millwork up to a space covering some six 
acres and should create some 50 new jobs 
in the next 18 months. About $400,000 of 
the total amount is to be spent on the 
installation of dust control and air purify
ing and recirculation equipment plus a 
new boiler and related machinery. Loewen 
Millwork presently employs 290 people in 
Steinbach and another 100 at company 
branches in Kitchener, Saskatoon and 
Edmonton. 

Kerr 
owned and 

managed since 
1887 
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Rudy Wiebe, author of The Scorched
Wood People, Peace ShaU Destroy Many 
and The Temptations of Big Bear, says he 
has concluded that most people won't 
read and so has accepted an offer to reach 
the cinema audience. Granicus Film Pro
ductions Ltd., of Saskatoon, will film in 
the 'Rockies' Wiebe's script version of his 
short story, "The Naming of Albert 
Johnson." Granicus hopes that the $3.5 
million drama will become one of Canada's 
more widely distributed films. The story 
recounts Johnson's pursuit by the RCMP 
across the Arctic in the winter of 1931-32 
and ends with the shooting of an officer 
and Johnson's own death. The cast of The 
Mad Trapper, as the film will be called is 
to be Canadian, with the exception of 
Oliver Reed, a British actor in the role of 
Johnson. Len Cariou, winner of the 1977 
ACTRA award for the best actor, takes a 
leading role. Wiebe's TV play Someday 
Soon, based on a dispute over the Garrison 
Dam, has been seen by 2.5 million at a 
first Showing and probably by a number 
close to that when repeated. 

Vic Martens of the Canadian Inter
national Grains Institute was chairman of 
the organizing committee of the Sixth 
International Cereal and Bread Congress 
which was held in Winnipeg at the end of 
September. The meeting in Winnipeg 
was a first for this continent. All other 
meetings have been held in Europe with 
the last one being held in Dresden in 
1970 .. (Plans for the congress had been 
moving along for the past three years.) 
Simultaneous interpretation from and into 
Ji'rench, English, German and Russian 
was provided during plenary and concur
rent sessions. Delegates represented 55 
different countries. Flags representing 
the 55 nations were carried in at an 
impressive opening ceremony which fea
tured Prime Minister Trudeau as one of 
the speakers. Dave Durksen of Continen
tal Grain sang "0 Canada." 

Ferd Ediger, missionary to Japan, 
stopped by in Winnipeg this October 
while on a· two-week leave of absence 
from his position as a teacher of English 
at a Tokyo university. He came to attend 
the funeral of his father. Accompanying 
him was his youngest son, Jim, who. was 
on his way to Toronto. Ediger then left 
for Kansas to visit his two older children 
before returning to Japan. 

Jake and Irene EDIls have left on a 
three year teaching assignment to Grena
da, W lndies. They are members of the 
Evangelical Mennonite Mission, Winkler, 

WE SAW EUROPE TOGETHER 

by Waldemar Janzen 

When the two Mennonite Bible Colleges 
in Winnipeg began to consider a joint 
summer course and tour in Europe a year 
ago, I. was skeptical. Was it really our 
calling to enter the tourist business, I 
asked myself. But deliberations continued 
and turned into reality. Today, after five 
weeks abroad with a study group of 27 
participants, I am completely convinced 
of the personal, educational and Christian 
value of such a venture. 

Our group of 27, under the leadership 
of Dr. Abe Dueck, MBBC, and myself, 
spent its first three weeks on the campus 
of the Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Rueschlikon, just outside of Zurich. The 
beautiful campus overlooking Lake Zurich 
was an ideal "first home" on European 
soil. Instead of rushing from railroad 
station to railroad station and from one 
tourist attraction to another, we could 
come to know at least some of Swiss daily 
life, both in the small town of Rueschlikon 
and in metropolitan Zurich. Regular 
morning devotions, followed by Dr. 
Dueck's lectures on Anabaptist origins, 
gave some routine to our days. After
noons were free, while the evenings 
allowed for a variety of group activities, 
among them a "survival German" course 
for beginners, a talent night, volley ball, 
games, and a very impressive communion 
service. 

The routine, if it was such at all, was 
broken by a number of field trips. Some 
of these related to the Anabaptist origins 
course, takillg us to such places as the 
Anabaptist landmarks in and around 
Zurich, the Bienenberg, the Emmental, 
the "Anabaptist cave" near Baeretswil, 
St. Gallen, etc. In two lectures I at
tempted to introduce our group to 
Schiller's drama Wilhelm TeU, followed 
by a visit to the Tell-country around the 
Vierwaldstaetter See and attendance of 
the grand performance of the Tell-drama 
in the outdoor theatre at Interlaken. 

Then we turned tourists for two weeks. 
Our chartered bus took us south to 
Rome, and north again to Austria and 
Germany, from where we flew home, 

with a day's stopover in Paris. The mind 
requires months to sort out the myriad of 
hastily gathered impressions. Themes 
emerge, sometimes running parallel in 
one's memory, sometimes combatting and 
negating each other. 

Should one feast in one's mind on the 
peaceful Alpine scenes of Switzerland, or 
become depressed over the ever-present 
military installations of this uniquely 
armed neutral state? Will the soul be 
lifted up high by a walk through the 
Umzi Galleries in Florence and a concert 
of Baroque music in Innsbruck's Basilica 
Wilten? Or will a sense of decay and 
decline take over as one observes the 
sinking palaces of Venice and the scarcity 
of children on the streets of Zurich or 
Munich? 

One thing is certain: Whoever is ex
posed to so many monuments to man's 
glory and depravity must ask with a new 
urgency what it is, after all, that is worth 
building and achieving. For the Christian, 
this question leads naturally to a new 
appreciation of the way revealed by the 
Creator and Redeemer. When this hap
pens, a tour like ours can transcend the 
turmoil and business of the tourist trade 
and become a profound experience. I 
believe that this happened to our group. 

nun 

Lorna Morden, is on a two-
year term with MCC in Lethbridge, 
Alberta teaching special education and 
work with community service. Lorna has 
attended CMBC and has a B.Ed. degree 
from the University of Manitoba. She has 
taught school in Berens River, Man. 
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Judy Koop, Landmark, is an RN with· 
work experience in St. Boniface and 
Grace Hospitals, Winnipeg. She has 
studied at· Capernwray Bible School, 
England, and is now to serve for three 
years in Bolivia establishing a public 
health program under MCC. 

MBBC Oratorio Choir under the direc
tion of Len Ratzlaff presented Bach's 
"Magnificat", Mozart's "Creator Father 
and "Laud to the Nativity" by Respighe 
at the Elmwood Church on November 25. 
Soloists were Henrietta Cornies and Heidi 
Geddert, sopranos; Sylvia Dyck, alto; 
John Martens, tenor; Jake Klassen, bass. 
On December 2 the Festival of Choirs 
sung by MBBC A Cappella Choir directed 
by Len Ratzlaff and accompanied by the 
Winnipeg Brass Ensemble featured Wini
fred Sim, organist and John Martens, 
tenor. 

The Northdale Mennonite Fellowship 
celebrated the official opening of their 
sanctuary on Edelweiss Crescent and 
Springfield Road on October 29. 

COUNCIL TO GIVE 
WRITERS COUNSEL 

Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
writers and would-be authors can now 
receive guidance on the submission of 
manuscripts for possible publishing. 

The service has been organized by 
Mennonite Publishing Service (publishers 
of the Mennonite Reporter) with funds 
for the first three years of operation 
provided by MCC (Canada). It is pro
jected that by the fourth year Mennonite 
Book Publishing Service will either be 
self-supporting through fees for service 
or through grants from publishers. The 
grants from MCC will total $3,000. 

The council was begun on the premise 
that there is a significant number of 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ writers 
who are not familiar with publishing 
procedures. 

The members of the council are Daniel 
Zehr, Rudy Regehr, Hugo Jantz, Larry 
Kehler, Al Reimer, Sue Steiner, and Roy 
Vogt. 

Dr. John Giesbrecht, a Morden scientist 
who has been involved with the field corn 
program in Morden for the past 25 years, 
is one of the five Canadian representatives 
who attended the Russia-Canada plant 
breeding symposium in Odessa in October. 
Dr. Giesbrecht also visited corn research 
facilities in Hungary, Yugoslavia, Austria, 
Germany and France. 

Greetings and Best 

The Native Canadian in our midst was 
the focus of workshops sponsored by Fort 
Garry churches and held in the Fort 
Garry MB church, in late October. Re
source people were Dave Young, teacher 
of National Resources, University of 
Manitoba, and Rev. Stan McKay, a Cana
dian Indian and United Church clergyman. 

i\rt. Driedger, Associate Director for 
Overseas Services, MCC (Canada) visited 
Central American countries in October to 
assess conditions there in order to recom
mend response by MCC. Driedger was 
then on a series of visits to Mennonite 
churches in Ontario reporting on the trip 
to Central America. 

Southern Manitoba Concerts began its 
seventh season on November 19 with a 
program by the Hymn Sing group at the 
Winkler MB church. The second program 
in the series will be presented by the 
Prairie Wind Ensemble, members of the 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, on JI!I)
uary 14, 1979 at the Morden Collegiate. 
The February 1979 program will be held 
in the Winkler Elementary School and 
will feature the Graz Chamber Orchestra 
of the Graz Music Academy of Austria, 
one of the oldest music schools in Europe. 
A group of four young artists from 
Toronto's Camerata, will present the final 
concert in March, 1979 in the W.C. Miller 
Collegiate, Altona. 

Wishes 

to our 

Members 

and 

Friends. 

Crosstown Credit Union Limited 
1250 Portage Ave. 

783-7081 Winnipeg 
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More about Quiring 
the week in Toronto prior to the actual 
telecast?" 
Heidi: "I was really prepared for anything 
that could happen. 1 would not have been 
disappointed-I think-if 1 had not be
come Miss Canada. 1 had faith in the 
judges that they woUld choose the right 
girl. So 1 was prepared for whatever 
might happen and then, when it got to 
the end of the actual crowning 1 began 
thinking, well, 1 am getting awfully close 
to here." 
M.M: "Were you then in fact not sur
prised to win the crown?" 
Heidi: "Well, 1 was aware of the possi
bility of becoming Miss Canada. The 
feeling 1 had during the week, once 1 
spoke with the judges, 1 was very honest 
with everyone. 1 was honest with myself 
to begin, with and with the judges and the 
girls. That is when 1 realized how much 
the title could mean for me if 1 became 
Miss Canada. More for the benefits that 1 
would receive from it and the fact that 1 
can do something for the country. 1 was 
quietly confident. 
M.M: "What were some of the things 
that you have been asked; how is a 
finalist actually chosen and what are your 
duties?" 
Heidi: "All eight semi-finalists were asked 
two questions. One question was put to 
them that they had to prepare for. For 
the other question they were completely 
unprepared and the answer had to come 
spontaneously. My question was: 'What 
does a person need to be truly happy?' 
The first thing that came to my mind was . 

.. self-honesty. 1 said something like: 'If you 
are honest with yourself, you are honest 
with others. If you are honest with others 
you like yourself and if you like yourself, 
you can present yourself as a sound 
individual both in mind and body. And 
once this happiness with yourself comes 

out, it radiates to other people and it is 
shared with them and because it is 
shared it radiates right back to the 
source. The question 1 prepared myself 
for was on education. You are asking on 
how the judges select a winner. Beauty, 
fpr one thing is not such a big point as is 
inner beauty. How you feel about yourself 
inside, shows in the way you carry your
self, in the way you present yourself. Did 
you know that the judges count 45 per 
cent for h{lndling, interviews? That is 
almost half the points and People still 
think it is a Beauty Pageant. That is what 
the press doesn't bring out and the public 
has a right to know that. The press never 
stresses this." Mrs. Quiring is waiting to 
say something: "I feel that Heidi is a very 
deserving person; 1 can say that about 
my daughter because she is going to 
enjoy every minute of it. She has worked 
toward it and she is going to be a good 
ambassador. She is going to serve also, 
which is expected. She is representing 
the country. It will also help her mature 
to a certain degree. Maybe she has lived 
a rather protected life at home up to now, 
but she preferred to stay home up to 
now. We have ' been very fortunate that 
way." 
M.M: "How do your parents and your 
friends feel about all this?" 
Heidi: "My family, my friends are all 100 
per cent behind me. My parents realize 
how much it means to me and they are 
not interfering in my plans, they are 
helping me, they are supporting me and 
really 1 couldn't do without it." 

Mother Quring says: "Heidi is a very 
constructive and stable person, she always 
has been and we hope she always will be. 
If anything should happen we will have to 
adjust to it. 
M.M: "Do you at this point intend to go 
on with your studies?" 
Heidi: "Definitely, yes! 1 like to prepare 

myself for everything. And having an 
education is very much part of it. My 
speech that 1 gave on education says it 
all: 'I feel that post-secondary studies 
provide an individual not only with a 
degree but with an education and in 
learning more about the other people an 
individual discovers more about himself 
or herself,. 'A formal education in form 
of university or college allows a person 
set . up and achieve goals which are the 
most important aspects of life in matura
tion' and then I repeated the speech in 
French." 
M.M: "How do you feel about your 
Mennonite background?" 
Heidi: "I am proud, in the healthy sense, 
to be a Mennonite." 
M.M: "If you had something to say to the 
youth of Canada, what would you tell 
them?" . 
Heidi: "Just enjoy life - it's a gift; -life is a 
gift so enjoy it to the fullest. Live each 
day to the fullest. 

Heidi went bac~pstairs to join her 
company, while Mrs. Quiring and I went 
through some of her family albums. She 
came across a picture at the lake with her 
uncle Jake and Heidi. Mrs. Quiring 
started laughing: "Do you know what 
Heidi's nickname is? She was then about 
5 years old. When she came back from 
the lake she told us proudly that she was 
'Oncle Jake's little sparrow'. Going back 
to Sunday school she learned that she 
was God's little lamb. Commg home that, 
Sunday she was all excited and told us: 
'Now 1 am Oncle Jake's little sparrow and 
God's little lamb'. , mm 

? .. ! - ...... ~~~ 

Seasons Greetings ' - • 
and 

Best Wishes for the New Year 

from 

Riediger's Supermarket Ltd. 

188 Isabel St. Winnipeg, Man. Phone 774-2451 .. ~ 
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Winkler voters turn out to 
turn down liquor 
referendum' 

by Peter Paetkau 

According to Free Press reporter Alice 
Krueger, it may well be unbelievable and 
surprising that "there still are communi
t ies where drinking is taboo"; that "there 
still are a few hold-outs left in the 
province", Winkler being among them-"a 
quiet, predominantly Mennonite commu
nity in the heart of southern Manitoba's 
Bible belt where the strongest drink to 
pass most lips is communion wine." 

However it may appear on the surface, 
the real reason for abstinence comes from 
deeper convictions and an awareness that 
the attendant ills of having a liquor outlet 
in the community by far outweigh the 
apparent innocence of an occasional glass 
of wine with meals. At any rate, the 
majority of Winkler's 5,374 citizens re
mained firm and offset the possibility of a 
liquor outlet coming to town by defeating 
a referendum in October. 

The history of referendums in Winkler 
goes back 21 years. In 1957 the proposal 
to legalize the sale of liquor was resound
ingly defeated by 89 per cent of the 
eligible voters. In 1971 it was voted down 
a second time by 70 per cent of the 
voters. A third referendum was held in 
1975. and by this time the percentage in 
favor had grown to 39 per cent. 

Behind the move this fourth time is of 
course the local hotel proprietor, Jim 
Gottfredsen, "who is anxious to improve 
the viability of his business". A public 
relations consultant was hired who. ' as 
part of his campaign, enlisted the support 
of prominent people from neighbouring 
communities. (among them a couple of 
Mennonite ministers) to testify to the 
desirability of legalized drinking, says the 
reporter from the Free Press. 

According to this reporter,Mennonite 
ministers at Carman, Rev. Peter Doerksen 
of the Gospel Light M.B. and Rev. David 
Friesen of the Carman Mennonite. said 
they would prefer no drinking at all, but 
favoured controlled drinking regulations 
in Morden to those of Winkler, where 
young people who want to drink will get 
liquor elsewhere. 

As for Winkler residents themselves, 
the PR consultant is reported to have 
found people reluctant to say that they 
would support the referendum. Mayor 
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Henry F. Wiebe and his council also were 
careful not to irritate anyone by passing 
the bY-law several months ago to facilitate 
the referendum. Passage of the by-law, 
they argue, should not be seen as 
support for legalized drinking. 

Everyone, however, did not remRin 
passive in the face of the up-coming vote. 
Dale Warkentine, youth pastor at the 
Winkler Mennonite Brethren Church ran 
a column in the Pembina Times which 
contained some "Straight Talk on the 
Liquor Referendum." Such questions as: 
"Would the availability of liquor in the 
Town of Winkler make it a better place to 
live?", "Can we expect a change in the 
atmosphere of our family restaraunts if 
they are licensed to sell alcoholic bever
ages?" and "Is it necessary for the 
growth of a successful business to treat 
associates with alcoholic beverages?" were 
asked of local people. 

Dick Giesbrecht, electrician, said among 
other things: "I can't see any change 
coming overnight if it is passed. But it is 
just one thing in a long list of things that 
are changing. Our attitude is changing 
toward permissiveness. We don't want to 
live in an area that is too permissive." 

Paul Matousek, businessman, said: 
"When they have closed up the pub over 
the dinner hour, those who were previous
ly drinking continued to drink in the 
dining room while they ate. The atmos
phere changed. It became noisier. Filthy 
talk filled the air. I feel that this sort of 
behavior is a bad example for our chil
dren." 

Don Kroeker, businessman, said in 
regard to the "necessity" of alcoholic 
beverages: ·"It is never necessary or 
worthwhile to compromise one's con
science in any area for business success 
since any growth arising from such action 
is not success. I would not consider the 
availability of liquor in a Winkler resta
raunt to be a business asset to me." 

Talking about "the common good in the 
community," John Krahn, teacher. asks: 
"Has the greatest common good been 
achieved when statistics tell us that four 
out of every 12 (25 per cent) social 
drinkers have an alcoholic problem within 
10 years, 'not mentioning the family hurt 

caused thereby? Moderation is the ideal, 
but the difficulty of course is that the 
very nature of alcohol weakens the will to 
drink with moderation. From this it 
would seem to me that a profit without 
paying due attention to more lasting 
goals at best is questionable." 

Rev. David D. Klassen, a Mennonite 
minister living in retirement at Carman, 
stated in an interview in The Valley 
Leader; "the Mennonite objection to con
sumption of alcoholic beverages is not a 
specific teaching within the Mennonite 
churches, but is a tradition. 'Many are 
abstainers'. he said. 'and most believe 
that alcohol is not a good thing for the 
individual or society.' " 

In an interview with this writer, Rev. 
Klassen ' further stated that those who 
argue that "liquor may be purchased in 
Morden" simply use the argument to 

. cover up their own passive attitude to the 
issue." 

According to the Valley Leader news 
report, the final figures indicated that 
there were no significant changes in the 
general attitude toward the sale of hard 
liquor in the Town of Winkler which saw 
only 45 per cent of the eligible voters 
turn out to cast their ballot. Those in 
favor numbered 2,333 representing 41 
per cent of the ballots cast, while 3,415 or 
59 per cent voted against. The issue of 
establishing a liquor outlet in Winkler 
cannot be contested for another three 
years. mm 

CHURCH BORED 
After a long, dry sermon, the minis

ter announced that the board would 
hold a brief meeting immediately after 
the benediction. A stranger was the 
first to approach the minister after t he 
service. 

"You must have misunderstood the 
announcement," the pastor said. "I 
said a meeting of the board." 

"So I heard," the stranger said. 
"And if there was anyone here more 
bored than I was, I'd like to meet 
him." 



EinsaDle Weihnacht 

von Helen Reimer Bergmann 
Es war 1937. In den kalten, oeden 

Prairien (Steppen) von Sued Mani
toba, da knusperte der Schnee, da 
befroren die Augenbrauen, da glitten 
die Kufen der Schlitten. Da dampften 
die Pferde. ' 

In der Gruenthal Schule gluehte 
warm der grosse Of en hinten in der 
Ecke den Vater, Jakob H. Reimer 
frueh am Morgen anheizte. Wir Kin
der waren wie bezaubert. Es galt 
Gedichte, Gespraeche und Lieder 
lemen. Alles musste tuechtig einge
uebt und richtig betont werden. Die 
Lieder in beiden Sprachen lemten 
wir auswendig. Wenn wir da am 
Weihnachtsabend wie Sardienchen 
auf den harten Brettem sassen, 
durfte kein Papier rascheln. Es war 
fuer den Lehrer eine drocke Zeit, 
denn die anderen Schularbeiten konn
ten ja auch nicht vernachlaessigt 
werden. 

Aber am Weihnachtsabend, ach, 
da war es schoen! Es nimmt mich 
Heute noch Wunder, wie so viele 
Menschen in die kleine Schule hinein 
konnten. Da kamen Grosseltem, 
Onkel, Tanten, und die Eltem auch 
mit den kleinsteIl Kindem.· Der 
ganze Schul-Distrikt war zugegen. 
AllerKinderAugenschauteIl auf 
den grossen Baum. Von untenaus 
bis obenzu waren neben dem 
Schmuck die funkelnden Lichter. 
Nicht elektrischl 0 nein, BOwas 
kannten wir noch nicht. Es waren 
richtige bunte Weihnachtskerzen. Da 
konnten wir mit Wahrheit singen: 
"Der Christbaum ist der schoenste 

Baum 
den wir auf Erden kennen, 
im Gaertchen klein, im engen Raum, 
wie liebHch blueht der Wunderbaum, 
wenn seine Lichter brennen, ja bren-

nen~ " 
So war es in der Schule. Und wie 
stand es bei uns zu Hause? 

1m vergangenen Sommer da waren 
wir voller Hoffnung gewesen. N ach
dem Mutter drei Jahre lang im Bett 
gelegen hatte, konnte sie nun auf
sitzen. So - nun sollte es doch 

besser gehen. Einen Fahrstuhl woll· 
ten wir besorgen. Wir drei: Vater, 
mein aelterer Bruder, Harry und ich 
fuhren auf den Raedem bis Rosen
feld wo einer zu haben sein soUte. 
Ja, "Bicycles" oder zu Fuss gehen, 
dass war unser Modus der Transport. 
Harry hatte sein eigenes "Bike". 
Vater hatte die Stange auf seinem 
Fahrrad sorgfaeltig mit einer alten 
Decke bewickelt und fest geschnuert. 
Das war mein Sessel. So sind wir 
gefahren - die vier und ein halb 
Meilen Nordost bis Altona oder 
fuenf Mellen Suedost bis Gretna. 1m 
Winter war es doch sehr praktisch, 
wenn Papa seine tropfende N ase auf 
Meiner Muetze abwischen konnte. 
Und wie mir die Fuesse gefroren 
haben! Dass sie noch lange spickten 
wenn sie drinnen allmaehlich auf
waermten. 

Zurueck zum Fahrstuhl. Es gelang 
uns nicht, einen zu bekommen. Der 
Hebe Gott wusste ja auch, dass wir 
ihn .garnicht brauchen wuerden. 
Mutter bekam Lungenentzuendung. 
Noch zwei Wochen lag sie still im 
hohen Fieber im Altona· Hospital. 
Eines Abendssagte Vater, "Kinder, 
gebt Mamaeinen Kuss, bittet um 
Verzeihung und sagt Aufwieder
sehen." . . . In dem Wehen der 
kuehlen September Winde, nach 
einer Feier in der Altona Bergthaler 
Kirche, haben wir die Huelle zur 
Ruhe gebettet. Die Seele war zum 
Herm gegangen. 

* * * 
Kurz vor· Weihnachten kam von 

Coaldale von Papas drei Schwestern 
eine grosse Dose. Was mochte da 
wohl sein? Es waren die allerherr
lichsten Kuchen in verschiedenen 
FigUren. Und noch mit rosanem 
"Icing" bestrichen! Wie wir Kinder 
uns dazu freuten. 

Am Weihnachtsmorgen kam die 
Sonne praechtig vor und machte den 
reinen Schnee funkeln. Vater sagte, 
"Kinder, ich gehe nach Altona zur 
Kirche. Fuer euch ist es zu kalt so 
weit zu gehcn. Ihr koennt hier 
spielen." Es ist nicht zum Wundern, 

wenn Vater nach all dem Geraeusch 
mit einer Klasse von 40 Sehuelern, 
Gr. 1 bis 8, einer Abweehselung be" 
durfte. Wer wuerde sich unter unsern 
Verhaeltnissen nicht naeh Gemein
sehaft mit andem Glaeubigen seh
nen? In Altona war eine kleine 
Gruppe in der Brueder Gemeinde. 
Wieviel Liebe und Waerme haben 
wir da verspuert. Aueh an diesem 
Weihnaehtstage erfreute Vater sieh 
der Gastfreundliehkeit Jieber Ge
schwister. 

Und wie ging es mit meinem 
Bruder und mir? Harry hatte Schlitt· 
schuhe bekommen und wohl aueh 
ein fesselndes Buch. So fesselnd 
dasser vomOfen vergass, bis uns 
die Kaelte paekte. Und ich? Mit 
zehn Jahren ist man doehnoeh Kind 
genug um auf dem . nagelneuen 
Schlittchen neben dem Weihnachts
baum zu sitzen und das Trompetchen 
zu blasen, dass in der Schule mit der 
Tuete kam. "Christmas dinner?" 
Wer hat das noetig? Wir hatten ja 
allerlei Naschwerk! Noch Honigbrot 
und Milch dazu und wir waren 
befriedigt. Waren wir denn wirklieh 
vereinsamt? 
"Gott verlaesst die Seinen nicht, 
moechtest du Ihn nur nicht lassen, 
sondern stets voll Zuversicht, 
betend, liebend ihn umfassen, 
der dir haeIt, was Er verspricht. 
Gott verlaesst die Seinen nichtl 

Gott verlaesst die Seinen nicht. 
In del' Pruefung schwersten Proben 
Ieuchtet sein Verheissungslicht 
ob der dunklen Tiefe droben. 
Seine Treu ist kein Gedicht; 
Gott verlaesst die Seinen nichtl" 

Aus Liederperlen Siebenter Teil #106 
W. Decker Verlag der Gesellsehaft 
"Raduga" Halbstadt, Taurien, 1910. 

ADVENT 

Dehnung 
reizende Duerte 
Lichter -
als ob gemeisselt 
stehn sie da. 
Schneeflocken 
rasch und einzeln -
wir gehn im Daemmern 
Schritte am Fenster -
es kamen die Rirten herab. 

Lieder, im Dunkel 
Chorgesaenge -
Toene fallen (schallen) 
die Stille teilt sich 
sie dr4tgen durch, 
lautlose Nebel 
fuehren sie mit. by Henry Rempel 
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Dan dach dot ech Enwort, 
dot yeft Avahoapt kein 
Naykloass 

se aul laengst haud von T. Eatons 
Mail Order gebrocht en wach ge
packt. 

Lena ded eh schwind den Kop 
kele en toap sbhlapte sie eh no de 
Baenk. Aus se to sich kaum, sad se 
ein bet traeurig dot too vael dech 
ate beem koake bake, wea efach 
nicht got. Peta haud allus top-ge
holt, und top haude se daut uk alIa 
to staed gebrocht. Se wisste je got 
wot jeda eina to Weihnacht wull. Up 
den langen Et-desh in de Eat-~tove 
haude de Kinga eare Dinga up-ge
schtalt fe dem Nay-Klaus. Aus se 
aulus gedoanne haude, ginje se wada 
upen Baenn. 

Miene Geschicht es aul vaele J ohre 
trigg passiert, bie me noch friejoah. 
Ich wort in die dart'je Johre gebore, 
an dann haud vie noch in de Grote 
Schtove ein het-ove. Ick kunn mie 
noch bezide dem het-ove auntracke, 
vels ick noch ein von die Kleene 
wiea. 

Be uns haud wie eine grote Fami
lie. Naturlich muss wie dann uck ein 
grotit Hus habe. Wie haude sun 
grotet fija-countjet Hus, vot sie im 
Joah 1918 beue diede. Dot haud ein 
Veranda aune Nord'ne zied, ein 
doubleda aune Oste kaunt. Viles wie 
too tiede 13 im Gebied wiere, klingad 
en klappad dot manchmal ein baete. 
Die Winta, wann dit lange Doag 
seha kolt wiea, haud wie dot meistens 
drock in die Grote Schtove, bem 
het-ove. 

Die het-ove gefuhl uns Kinga 
sehja. Dot Brenholt knostad so 
schoen en die ove woammed seha 
fein aum binga-viertel, . bem aun
tracke. Yeda Jooah woarde de Trube 
fresh aungepenzelt met blanke 
schwoate foave. Dicht bem Het-ove, 
hinga de Daj hungk Pappe siene 
Fiddel. 

De Fiddel wiea sehja vael weat. 
Pappe haud de all geschpaelt aus He 
mau 4 Joah olt wiea. Wie Kinga 
solIe de .blos aun-kicke, oba nicht 
aun-fote. Pappe kunn sehja schoen
net Schpel, met die Fiddel moake, 
meis so aUS de Engel im Himmel 
dochtech so. . 

Wann se aule am Sinndach no
meddach schlope gegonne wiere, wul 
~h mol de Fiddel ut-prove. Ech 
nahm den Boage trock dem evare 
zede, en erschrock me zehja. Dot 
hied sich goannich schon. Dot hied 
sich so aus wann eina die Koat sehja 
Quale ded. Schwind ded ech deh 
Boage trig haenge en schlaed lang
sam auf. De wot dot gehiet haude, 
mus ech dann be-kepe, se sulle oba 
nicht plauderin. 

Dizze Weihnacht denk me sehja 
kloa. Wie haud uns aule kunt lang 
boade, in de zink-bet bezied Ove, 
inne Kaeck. De Floare wiere aula 
blitz blank ge-putzt, die Plumme
Mousse wea aul read uck de sauer
kraut borscht. Dann noch dot Scbin
ke-fleisch woardt gebakkt. In de 
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Summa kauk wiera Ammasch vol 
cooke und cande, marshmellows, en 
Plotz gefroare. 

Wielz Mamma dot haud sehja 
drock gehabt, en uck noch val wull, 
mus wie alIa to Tiet to bad. Wie 
muste oba noch baede. Fuerchte 
Gott, Liebes Kind, Gott der Herr 
sieht und weiss alleding, Amen. 
Dann schloft se von de Trap roaf me 
eare slipash. Wie kunne eh heare 
singe aus se sich dot noch emma 
drock moackt. Wie kunne oba nicht 
schlope, viels wie vael to up-geraecht 
wiere. De Nay-Klaus wud komme. 

Met einmol wiea doa ein jeklinga 
an ein krach. Peta, de met de laeng
ste bein, wiea dit easchte bie dem 
Vollam en rutscht raul. Lena, de 
weare aul ein bet grata, de ging 
hinga raun. Wie aundre beleive in 
de Bade . . 

Unje moecke se · de Grote-Stove 
dae op, en doa bem Het-Ove lag 
unse Mame. Sie wiea gaunz wiet im 
Gesicht en saed rein nuscht. AIle 
wage lage seschenke an Paks, wot 

Zez:morgenst wiea all allus tiedich 
up. De Het-Ova warmd wadda schon. 
Inne Et-Stove wia de Desh ganz 
voll. Doa wiere Beekja fa de kleene 
Maehjalis tum eare Bilda nenn bak
ke, uk hockey sticks fe de Junges, 
en schrieve Papier fa de grote Maeh
jalis. Allus wot wie uns haude ge
wiinscht. 

Aus ech me dann rum-kicked, 
sach ech Mame doa schtonne, se 
freid sich met met eare Familie. Eah 
wieja nuscht aunto senne von dot 
beschweeme. Dann foIl me wot bie: 
Dot jeft aevahoabt kein Nay-klaus 
nicht, dots bIos Mame, oba dit mol 
wiea det Peta en Lena. 

von Anne Doerksen 
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WALKING A TIGHTROPE, 
A VIEW OF THE MIRROR 

Dear Editor: 
Although it seems like yesterday, it 

was in fact in the late sixties in the 
editor's office of the Canadian Mennonite 
that Roy V ogt shared his vision for a 
Mennonite paper designed to cover stories 
and issues not within the scope of other 
Mennonite papers. This vision led to the 
birth of the Mennonite Mirror. 

During its first seven year cycle, the 
Mennonite Mirror has definitely staked 
out its territory of operations and to me 
is a valuable addition to a half dozen 
other Mennonite periodicals. Much of the 
credit for the success of the Mennonite 
Mirror should go to Ruth and Roy Vogt. 
Not only have Roy's articles been thought
provoking; in style of writing Roy has 
followed my favorite definition-in the 
words of A.N. Whitehead "style is the 
attainment of an aforeseen end, simply 
and without waste." 

Although the tolerance level of the 
paper has been high, a sincere attempt 
has been made by various writers for the 
MM to pursue taut truth. To try to speak 
the truth in love is often as precarious as 
walking a tightrope. In my opinion the 
writers for the Mennonite Mirror have 
walked this tightrope between showing a 
tolerating love, patient and kind, and 
facing issues squarely in truth, rather 
well. 

I .am pleased; Mr. Editor, with your 
intentions to continue to walk this tight
rope. I'll continue · to keep my fingers 
crossed hoping that you and your staff 
will not fall. If, however, an accidental 
fall should take place, I would rather take 
a position helping to hold the net than to 
be a spectator in a contemporary Nero's 
arena. 
With best wishes 
D.D. Duerksen 
Winnipeg 

Tell our advertisers you saw th~m 
when you looked in the MIRRQR. 

LATE PAYMENT 

Dear Sir: 
Some years ago we received your 

magazine as a gift from our parents and 
you have kept on sending it even though 
we have not paid for it. Thank you very 
much. The English articles are read with 
interest but the German not as much. 
Our daughter loves to do the mix-up but 
has stopped sending them in as you 
probably only pick from the paid up 
subscriptions. Forgive me if my presump
tions are incorrect. 

Weare sending $6 for one years sub
scription fee in support of your magazine. 
As we are Mennonites we still like to 
hear about others. 
Sincerely, 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank L. Enns 
Winkler 

LOVE THE MIRROR 

Dear Sir: 
Enclosed is check for two years sub

scription. I enjoy the MM very much and 
wouldn't want to be without it even 
though I don't always agree. The only 
regret is that it isn;t bigger. So keep up 
the good work and God bless you. 
Mrs. Anne Patterson, 
Morden 

RENEWAL DECISION 

Dear Sirs: 
Please renew my subscription to the 

MM for a further two years. My wife and 
I both enjoy the magazine, especially the 
Platt-deutsch. 
Franz W. Sawatzky, 
Winnipeg 

ANOTHER YEAR 

Dear Sirs: 
Please find enclosed subscription for 

another year for the MM: We enjoy it 
very much. 
Henry J. Rempel, 
Winnipeg 

CLIFF PENNER 
MARK ALLEN ~EALTY 

=257-2514= 

BILINGUAL NOTE 

Dear Sir: 
Enclosed is cheque to cover two-year 

subscription. I enjoy reading your paper, 
usually all the articles in the three, 
languages you feature. Sogoa Jasch Ties, 
sen siene J eschicte gefaule mi, uck wan~ 
hie von tiet to tiet een baet prost woat. It 
is good of him to publish stories and get 
people to read them, and that makes us 
all more familiar with a written low-
German. . 

Doawegen shriev mau, Jasch, uck wann 
de Lied die ein baet Maeakle. 

In closing, best wishes to editor and 
staff of the MM. 
Mrs. John Plett, 
Gretna 

COMPLETE REAL ESTATE SERVICES-PERSONAL &: PROFESSIONAL 
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"AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH .... " 

There is something very earthy about the Christmas story. 
We are told-and some of us believe-that God chose a certain 
moment in history and a small child in an obscure little village 
to reveal Himself to mankind in human flesh. The gods whom 
the Greeks worshipped were more cautious than that. They 
spent their time cavorting in the heavens, far removed from 
this world. Only those humans who had special knowledge 
could enter into the secrets of these gods. Surely, the Greeks 
reasoned, no real God would corrupt Himself by taking on 
human flesh, or entrust His wisdom to ordinary human beings. 

But it is precisely this kind of divine "foolishness" that is 
presented to us in the Christmas story. Because God so loved 
the world, He allowed Himself to be born in a barn to poor 
uneducated people. He chose to walk the dusty streets of a 
small conquered nation, touching and kissing the grimy fle'sh 
of working people and the oozing sores of the sick, and 
allowing Himself to be kissed and touched by harlots and 
outcasts. He was, of course, scorned and rejected by those 
who had a more refined view of how He ought to behave. 
Why, some of them asked, could He not be more ascetic like 
His cousin John the Baptist who inhaled the purer air of the 
desert? Why did He have to spend His time in the middle of 
the village squares in the fellowship of ordinary, sinful, human 
beings? 

The Christmas story tells us that God has immersed Himself 
thoroughly in our world. He did so partly because He wants to 
change the world. He wants to get close to us in our weakness 
and rebellion so that He can heal and re-direct us. But He also 
came into this world because it is His. He created it, He loves 
it, and He loves us! Jesus has taught us that to be fully human 
can be synonymous with being fully divine, that our flesh is 
capable of housing the divine. The Gospels also tell us that we 
may miss the signs of God's presence when we try to be more 
refined and less vulnerable than He is. 

God was not afraid of our flesh. We often are. We know, of 
course, if we are sensitive, that there are dark, potentially 
destructive passions in all of us that need to be checked and 
cleansed. There are things in us that we should be afraid of 
and that must be resisted. At the same time, we should not be -
afraid of our basic earthiness and we should be free to release, 
with joy, the creative energies that God has built into His 
creation and into each one of us personally. We Mennonites 
have become a very refined and fearful people. We are so 
afraid of making mistakes. We are so horribly embarrassed 
when our children, in an excess of human affection or youthful 
recklessness step over the bounds that we have set for them. 
We imagine and worship a God who is oh-so-careful, tip-toeing 
through the universe in a sterile white robe, a namby-pamby 
antiseptic figure cautioning us at every turn and whispering 
"naughty, naughty" whenever a passionate thought or a 
colorful word escapes us. We have seemingly lost sight of that 
vibrant, dynamic, striding figure who creates goats and sheep, 
wise men and fools, . who shouts through the universe with 
thunder and lightning, who provides us with both sensuous 
and reflective impulses and exults in both. We have turned 
our back ' on the earthy, Low German language in order to 
speak more "properly" in precise High German; we separate 
religion from culture, as though man's total aspirations to use 
the resources of the divine can be cut up into neat little pieces. 

It is the God revealed in the flesh of Jesus who has granted 
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us all our passions to write, to cook, to make love, to sing, to 
worship, to enjoy each other's fellowship, to use words in all 
~heir variety, and to help each other. It is in the use of all 
these talents that we encounter Him, and by turning our back 
on some of them we miss a part of Him. 

The Word became flesh. It expresses itself through our 
flesh. It exists in us as a vital, liberating force, releasing us 
from our fears and freeing us to' enjoy and recreate the world 
around us. May the God who tnus enters our lives rejuvenate 
us this Christmas! R. V • 

GOOD FOR WINKLER? 
No one will deny that the citizens of a community should 

have an opportunity to decide by a referendum on what is 
good for their community-but is banning licensed dining 
rooms and cocktail lounges good for Winkler? 

The way in which the campaign for the referendum was 
handled is probably a good example of why Christians should 
. be careful about mixing religion and politics. The way in which 
a fundamentalist interpretation of Christian ethics was used to 
provide support for the "dry" vote was a distortion of biblical 
doctrine that did nothing to enhance the credibility of 
Christians and Mennonites. The "dry" position can so easily be 
undermined by scripture itself which does not clearly and 
unequivocally advocate abstinence. 

Further, those who advocated rejection . of the proposal to 
liberalize drinking in Winkler are in the position of those who 
would treat the symptom of a disease rather than the cause. 
For example you do not reduce road injuries by banning cars, 
you try instead to educate drivers to be responsible. Similarly, 
if the residents of Winkler were really convinced that 
abstinence was the order. of the day then no hotel entrepreneur 
would even consider the establishment of an outlet for liquor. 
One wonders whether the proponents of a "dry" Winkler are 
trying to achieve by the political process what they cannot do 
by the example of living the Christian life. ELU 

Have you paid your 
subscription? 

, 

The Mennonite Mirror would like more of its readers to 
become paid· up subscribers. 

If -you have not paid your subSCription please do so 
now. The rate is $6 for one year and $11 for two. 
Please send your cheque to 203·818 Portage Ave., 
Winnipeg, R3G ON4. 
The expiry date is shown on your address label. Any 
date prior to 10· 78 means that you are now in arrears. 
Please remember to enclose your address label when 
submitting payment. 

THANK YOU 



business and professional directory 

G. K. BRAUN INSURANCE SERVICES LTD. 

CB 
LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

INCLUDING [(e'~M9.f~J] 

For service , phone or come to: 

171 Donald St., Rm . 301 
Winnipeg, Man. R3C 1M4 
Phone: 942·6171 

Thorne 
Riddell 
&Co. 

Box 130, 
Rosenort, Man. ROG 1WO 

Phone 1-746-8411 

Chartered Accountants 
1200-220 Portage Avenue 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C OM 

Telephone 957-1770 

• 
OFFICES IN 

ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES IN CANADA 

BELLAN • SCHROEDER • BAKER 
Barristers & Solicitors 

Phone 284-8078 
202 -1135 HENDERSON HWY. R3G 1L4 

Mr. J Bellan a.c. 
Mr. Vic Schroeder LLB 
Mr. Frank Baker LLB • 

By 
Appointment 
only 

~ 
KLASSE~ SERVICE L TO. 

n07-A Henderson Hwy., Winnipeg, Man. R2G 1L4 

HILDA KLASSEN 
Manageress 

Res. Phone 669-1842 
Phone 339-1991 

Altman, Green, Gamble & Co. 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Winnipeg 
343 Portage Ave. 

957-1785 

• 

Winkler 
Credit Union Bldg. 

325-8033 

JOHN FEHR INSURANCE 
1110 Henderson Hwy. - 338-9389 

FIRE' HOMEOWNER' AUTOPAC 

Reg . Hours: Mon . - Fri . · 8:30· 5:.'30 : Sat . · 9:00 - 1:00 

FEBRUARY AUTO PAC MONTH HOURS: 

Mon . · Fri . ·9:00 · 9:00;Sa/ ·900 · 5 :00 

GET YOUR [~fE'J] At John Fehr Agency 

At 

WILLIAM MARTENS 

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR 

703 Somerset Place 
294 Portage Avenue 

WINNIPEG 1, MANITOBA 
Telephone 942·7247 

St. James Volkswagon Ltd. 
----AUDI FOX & AUDI 5000 

See us 

305 Madison at Ness 

888-0260 

DENNY's 
MEAT MARKET --
333 WILTON ST., WINNIPEG, MAN. 

We Specialize In 
Home-Freezer Meats 

THANKS FOR "NO" 

• 

The following letter appeared in the 
Carillon News: 
Dear Sir: 

I would like to thank all the voters who 
did Dot vote for my husband in the 
elections for trustee in the Hanover 
School Division. 

His extra time will be appreciated by 
his family. 

Sincerely 
Mrs. E. Taves 

PHONE 
452-9792 

mennonite mirror 127 



The most blessed 

blessing of them all ... 

Peace In Our Time! Our hearts soar with 

fervent thanks for this blessing and 

the joys of a serene Christmas. 

~ MONARCH INDUSTRIES LIMITED 


