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CP Air offers you 

nonstop service to Amsterdam 
with connections to Germany. 

Come fly with CP Air and let us take you 
to Germany. 

We can whisk you away on one of our 
beautiful orange CP Air jets nonstop to 
Amsterdam and arrange connections to 
Dusseldorf, Hamburg, Munich, Stuttgart, 
Berl in and most other centres in Germany. 

You can also take advantage of our 
low-cost 22 45 day excursion airfares. 
Which means you don't have to reserve 
months ahead. Or put down a deposit. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

CP Air also offers nonstop service from 
Vancouver and Toronto to Lima. From there 
we can take you on to Santiago or Buenos 
Aires. Or arrange convenient connections to 
Brazil, Bolivia, Uruguay, Paraguay and the 
other countries of South America. 

So call your travel agent. Or CP Air. 

"Have a good flight." 

CPAir~ 

business and professional directory 

G. K. BRAUN & ASSOCIATES LTD. 

LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

INCLUDING (~ 
For service, phone or comt to : 

171 DONALD SL RM. 403 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R3C 1M4 
Phone: 942-6171 

Thorne 
Riddell 
& CO. 

Chartered Accountants 
1200-220 Portage Avenue 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C OM 

Telephone 957-1770 

• 
OFFICES IN 

ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES IN CANADA 
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JOHN FEHR INSURANCE 
1110 Henderson Hwy. ------.--~------- 338·9389 

FIRE. HOMEOWNER· AUTOPAC 
Reg. Hours: Mon. - Fri. · 8:30 - 5:30'; Sat. - 9:00 - 1:0'0 

FEBRUARY AUTOPAC MONTH HOURS: 

Mon. - Fri. " 9:00" 9:00; Sat. " 9.00" 5:00 

GET YOUR (e,~~] At John Fehr Agency 

WILLIAM MARTENS 

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR 

703 Somerset Place 
294 Portage Avenue 

WINNIPEG 1, MANITOBA 
Telephone 942-7247 



into summer 
n activities. 

''T' ' ~ 
~ 

If you need clubs to go golfing, a boat to go fishing or a trailer to 
go camping, we'd like to help you get them. 

No matter what your interest , healthy outdoor recreation is a 
worthwhile investment. 
Your Credit Union can help you spread the cost of other 
summer activities, too. From home and yard maintenance to 
that special vacation trip . 
Don't pay an arm and a leg for financing. Use them for summer 
fun . 

CROSSTOWN CREDIT UNION LIMITED 

171 Donald St. 
947-1243 

1250 Portage Ave. 
783-7081 

1110 Henderson Hwy. 
338-0365 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Serving People OJ The Mennonite Faith In Manitoba 

ASSINIBOINE 
Travel Service Ltd . 

219 - 818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3G ON4 
Phone (204) 775·0271 

====SPECIAL DEPARTURES ==== 
Scandinavian Viking lands 
Special Tour - August 6 for 14 days - $1580.00 

• South America Tour $2,150 
22 days fully escorted - July 8-29; Argentina, Paraguay, Brazil , 
Peru , Ecuador, Colombia , Venezuela . Deluxe hotels . 39 meals . All 
transportation . 3rd annual tour. 

• Russia Tour $2,150 
21 days from July 4. Includes Leningrad . Moscow , Kiev , former 
Mennonite villages , Alma Ata , Tashkent and Berlin . 

Orient Tour $2,250 • 
23 days from July 7. Includes Japan , Hong Kong , Bangkok, 
Singapore, Bal i and Penang . 

Join ASSINIBOINE TRAVEL on our tour to Berne, Switzerland, 
March 24, 1979 for the Silver Broom. Ask for information regarding 
side trips and extensions. 

C.T.C. No. 182·279 
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HELPS IN ELECTIONS, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS! 

= 
From among the entries to our May 

contest. M elita Lehn, Winnipeg was 
selected the winner. 

Answers for the May contest were 
choir. artist, player, photos, pancake, and 
Polo Park . 

The letters are to be re-arranged and 
written in the squares to form words. 
Letters which fall into the squares with 
circles are to be arranged to complete the 
answer at the bottom of the puzzle. 

A winner will be drawn at random 
from among the current entries and a 
cash prize will be awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror of
fice by June 26, 1978. 

Name ____________________ ~ ___ 

Address ____________________ __ 

Town/city __________________ _ 

Postal Code _________ _ 

Send entries to: 
Mix-Up contest 
Mennonite MbTor 
203 - 818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba RaG ON4 
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Everything for the home 
Fine Furniture, Accessories that set the scene, Major Appliances that 
are colourful and dependable, useful Small Appliances, Power Garden 
Equipment that is tough and durable, exciting Stereo & TeleVision Sets, 
quality Plumbing & Heating Equipment, etc., all designed for your com
fortable living. Come in and see our fine displays and take advantage 
of our low prices. You'll 0 0 Better at " DeFehr's'" 

( C. A DfC·FEHR FURNIT URE & APPLIANCES ) 

WINN JPF.G, MAN. REGINA, SASK. SASKATOON, SASK. CALGA RY, AL lA. EDM ONTON , ALTA 
78 Pr!f'ces~Sl. 1202 Osler 5t 261 -1s1 Aile . N. 402· 11th Ave. Sf 10970 · 84th St . 

Looking for 
qualzty education? 

Try this handbook ... 
it? II tell Y€JU 

where to go! 

Vl/l i,jNiPEG BIBLE COLLEGE 
ot lerburne, monltooo 

ROA. IGO 

We offer the B.A. in Biblical Studies, Christian 
Ministries , and Humanities , as well as the 
Bachelor of Church Music . 



S. "Butch " Isaak and Helmut H. Driedger 

are pleased to announce 

the new location of their offices. 

Manace Accounting Services Ltd. 

206 - 3074 PORTAGE AVENUE 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 
R3K OY2 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 
888-0851 

Westgate Mennonite Collegiate 
1978-79 PERSONNEL 

Returning: John Enns (Principal), Rudy Friesen, AI Klassen, 
Frank Enns, Jake Pankratz, Will Barmeier, Larry Ens, 
Heimo Bachmeyer, Diana Brandt, Norman Wall (Custodian). 

Garry Froese 
B. Music - Brandon 
M. Music (Choral) - SMU 
M. Music (Education) - SMU 
2 years experience teaching 
music. 

Hedy Martens 
Education Cert. - lJ of M 
B.A. Hons. - U of M 
3 years experience teaching 
LA and Religion . 

David Wiebe 
Education Cert. - U of M 
B. Th. - CMBC 
B.A. - U of M 
2 years experience teaching 
History and Religion. 

ryan Matwichuk 
B.A. - U of M 
teaching Art and Social 
Studies. 

========WESTGATE EVENTS======== 

June 10 - Garage Sale, CMBC 
Jun~ 15 & 16 - "The Pirate 's Daughter" (Junior Operetta) 

Balmoral Hall School 
June 19 - Graduation· 8:00 pm, Home Street Mennonite Church 
September 5 - 78· 79 school year begins 
September 17 - Opening Program . 
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A look at charismatics 
This issue of the Mennonite Mirror carries several 

articles on the charismatic movement, presenting some of 
the people involved and the effect it is having on the 
Mennonite community of Manitoba. 

What is the charismatic movement and what are the 
beliefs of its followers? 

The charismatics are" those Christians who believe in the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit as described by Paul in 1 
Corinthians 12. They believe with R.A. Torrey that 
"Anyone who does not know the Holy Spirit as a person has 
not attained into a complete and well-rounded Christian 
experience .... Baptism with the Holy Spirit is a work of 
the Holy Spirit distinct from and additional to our 
regeneration. It is one thing to be born again and another 
to be baptized with the Spirit." ("I:orrey, "The Holy Spirit", 
1927). 

The charismatics affirm that Jesus is Lord of our 
complete lives and that the kingdom of God is a reality to 
be experienced in the present and not at some future time. 
Jesus may be experienced in worship if a believer yields 
completely to Him and allows the Holy Spirit to make Him 
real. Furthermore, charismatics believe that Jesus can heal 
persons today, just as He did when tie was on earth. 
Healing is ministered through the believing community 
using prayer, touch and anointing. They emphasize the use 
of the Bible and are very strong about morality in the face 
.of our modern seductive culture. One method of protecting 
against this modern culture is the practice of burning the 
records of rock and other popular musical groups. This is 
one ritual performed at the Red Rock Bible camp. 

CLIFF PENNER 
MARK ALLEN REALTY LTD. 

=257-2514= 

New forms of worship are used by the charismatics. 
Their worship service consists of handclapping and hand 
raising, speaking in tongues and singing in the Spirit. 
There is generally more spontaneity in their services than 
is allowed in the more traditional churches. Some of these 
practices make those who are used to more formal services 
feel uncomfortable. Many are suspicious of the emphasis on 
inner experience. Some go as far as to say that speaking in 
tongues is a ploy of the devil. On the other hand, some 
charismatics (not all) feel that only tongues-speaking people 
will go to heaven. 

Churches have responded in different ways to the 
movement. Some leaders have tried to ignore, it, while 
others have tried to suppress it by removing charismatics 
from leadership positions. 

The General Conference Mennonite Church has attempted 
to respond positively to this movement through the 
formation of Mennonite Renewal Services, an arm of the 
commission on Home Ministries, set up to maintain contacts 
with people involved in renewal experiences. 

One of Menno Simons favorite verses was Titus 3:5. "He 
saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, 
but in virtue of his own mercy, by the wasting of 
regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit." " 

It would be interesting to speculate as to whether he 
would be a member of the renewal movement of the 
twentieth century. 

Material from articles in the April 18, 1978 issue of The 
Mennonite has been used in preparation of this article. 

, 

COMPLETE REAL ESTATE SERVICES-PERSONAL & PROFESSIONAL 

building materials at very competitive prices 

1126 Henderson Hwy. Phone 668-4470 

REDEKOPP LUMBER & SUPPLY LTD. 
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It's A New Day brings 
• • praise In a new way 

by Ruth Vogt 

It's a New Day can be. seen on CKND 
television three mornings a week and 
on Sunday evenings. The husband and 
wife team of Willard and Betty (nee 
Kroeker) Thiessen are the originators 
and co-hosts of the program, which has 
been on the air for over a year. 

In a recent interview in their studio 
offices on St. Anne's Rd., Willard and 
Betty explained that the inspiration 
for their program came from various 
Christian renewal groups in the 
U.S.A., particularly the P.T.L. (Praise 
the Lord) Club. They consider them· 
selves a part of the charismatic 
movement, although Willard prefers 
the term "church renewal" to "charis
matic". The program consists of inter
views with people wishing to share 
testimonies of their Christian exper· 
iences, interspersed with gospel music 
from groups and individual perform
ers. Throughout the program, a 
group of counsellors is busy at the 
telephones in the studio, listening to 
testimonies and giving spiritual advice 
and encouragement. According to sur
veys, this is one of the most popular 
Canadian produced programs, and the 
station has requested that t he show be 
aired every weekday morning. The 
show is drawing about 10,000 viewers 
during the week and about twice as 
many on Sunday evenings when a 
composite of tapes from the previous 
week is shown. 

How are they able to finance the 
show? According to Betty, they simply 
asked the Lord for money , and He 
responded. E~penses for the show are 
now about $10,000 a month. The 
program is financed entirely through 

donations, and there is no soliciting for 
funds on the air. It has once been 
necessary to hold a telethon when 
funds ran low, but so far budgetary 
requirements have been looked after. 
Neither Betty nor Willard receives 
money for the work they put into the 
show. 

Who watches the show and who 
calls in to speak with the counsellors? 
About 75 percent to 80 percent of the 
callers are Catholic. This is interesting 
in view of the fact that an estimated 
50 percent of the population of Winni
peg is Catholic. There are many Men
nonites in the viewing audience, pri
marily from the rural areas of Mani
toba. 

Both Willard and Betty are grad
uates of the University of Manitoba, 
Betty with . a degree in Arts and 
Willard in Engineering. Both grew up 
in Mennonite homes and became 
members of the Mennonite Brethren 
Church. Following graduation, they 
lived in Portage La Prairie and were 
active in the small M.B. church, parti
cularly in the outreach program. Later 
they moved to Winnipeg when Willard 
accepted a job with Bristol Aerospace 
Ltd. For a while they attended a 
Mennonite · Brethren church in the 
city, but did not feel at home there. 
The church was larger, more formal 
than the smaller Portage group, and 
the Thiessens felt that there was too 
much emphasis on social status and 
social forms , and not enough emphasis 
on outreach. While they had no basic 
theological differences with the 
church , they felt that they just did not 
fit into the mold. For a while they 

Willard and Belly Thiessen 

attended the Church of the Way, a 
smaller, more informal and more 
evangelical group, which was more 
like the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel
lowship group they had belonged to at 
university. They started a series of 
prayer groups and coffee houses, 
attended primarily by a younger 
group of "Jesus people". These groups 
eventually evolved into the Mount 
Zion Christian Centre. The Thiessens 
met with this church group for two to 
three years, but then withdrew follow
ing differences with the leadership. 

They began to meet for worship in 
their home, together with a few 
friends. Gradually the group grew, 
and eventually outgrew the Thiessen 
residence. The Washington Christian 
Centre, on Washington Avenue in 
East Kildonan, was started with 
Willard as leader. In 1974 he left his 
job with Bristol to become a full time 
pastor with the group. The attendance 
now averages about 150 people at the 
Sunday services and the Wednesday 
evening fellowship meetings. The 
people who attend are from Catholic, 
Mennonite, Lutheran, Pentecostal and 
other backgrounds, and many of them 
retain their membership and contacts 
with their churches. 

They consider themselves part of a 
movement which is present in all 
denominations . - that of Christian re
newal. They believe that those who 
open themselves to the work of the 
Holy Spirit in their lives will exper
ience a second work of grace. The 
fruits of the Spirit - love, joy and 
peace, will be manifested in their lives 
and they will come to know Jesus in a 
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Awakened to things not 
aware of before 

What happens when a new branch 
of the Christian church, in this case · 
the charismatics, attempts to establish 
itself in a small Mennonite community 
where there has always been one main 
church? Is there acceptance or is there 
fear and misunderstanding? It is inevi
table that there would be both. 

Locally this movement began about 
five years ago but as early as 1932 a 
group formed in Blumenort, accepting 
only those who practiced speaking in 
tongues. The local group, thougp 
agreeing to the same doctrines, em
phasized the joy in being baptized in 
the Holy Spirit with the gifts follow
ing. 

When the new converts first began 
speaking enthusiastically about this 
experience, it was a new concept to 
the other members of the community 
and made them rather edgy. Most 

More about ThieS8eDS 

personal way. Some will then receive 
the gifts of the Spirit as described by 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 12; those of 
prophecy, speaking in tongues and 
healing. In the fellowship meetings, 
there is room for spontaneity and the 
expression of the gifts of the Spirit. 
Willard and Betty have seen and 
participated in acts of healing within 
their fellowship , and part of their 
worship service consists of singing in 
the Spirit and speaking in tongues. 

Willard and Betty are both con
vinced that the Holy Spirit has 
wrought changes in their lives and 
that He can do so in the lives of all 
who open themselves to Him. They 
believe that the program, It's a New 
Day, is a means of blessing to many 
people, so they are planning to extend 
the air time to five days a week, and 
to introduce a program for children. 
Willard has resigned as pastor of the 
Washington Christian Centre so that 
he can , devote himself fully to this 
work. mm. 
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took a "wait and see" attitude, feeling 
that if this was from God it would 
show soon enough. 

The new group met in homes and 
continues to do so, but for larger 
meetings they have used the colle
giate. Wes Smith has come to speak 
and he stirred the ire of the commun
ity by telling his listeners they must 
forget what their Mennonite churches 
have taught them thus far because 
their leaders did not have the truth. 
So not only were some who had come 
to the meetings out of curiosity feeling 
ill at ease with the hand clapping and 
shouts of "Praise the Lord" but they 
were also told they believed all the 
wrong things! 

After this the ministers of the 
church met with Mr. Smith as well as 
the leaders of the charismatics and 
through discussion a better feeling 
was reached on both sides as their 
common aims were discovered, instead 
of just their differences. However, the 
leader was told shortly after that they, 
the new converts, were walking in 
rebellion and this could not possibly 
come from God. 

But now, several years have passed 
and many of those who left the church 
to join the charismatic movement have 
come back to the church, not because 
they are disenchanted but because 
they want to work within the frame
work of the church and "stress the 
things we agree on rather than the 
differences." 

The necessity of the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit will perhaps never be 
agreed upon, but for those who believe 
it seems to be a genuiriely satisfying 
experience and fills a deep need. 

What lasting effect has the small 
group of charismatics had on our 
community? One minister sums it up 
this way: "I think it has been a good 
thing. We have been awakened to an 
area of Christianity that we were not 
aware of, the function of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives in terms of gifts and 
power." mm. 

LOTS FOR SALE 

100' by 180' 

• 
In Landmark, a growing 
community 20 miles south 
east of city; close to 
schools, church, arena, 
park, store, and paved road. 

• 
For information call Archie 
Plett, 355-4055 or Arnold 
Reimer, 224-2361 

BY THE LANDMARK 
VENTURES 

Kerr 
owned and 

managed since 
1887 

KERR'S 
FUNERAL 
CHAPEL 

120 ADELAIDE STREET 
WINNIPEG 2, MANITOBA 
CHAPEL OFFICE 943-6688 
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Charismatic experience 
sparks sharp differences 
about validty and 
necessity 
by Peter Paetkau 

At the outset the meaning of "char
isma" needs to be established. Are we 
talking about Pentecostals? Or are we 
talking about what the dictionary de
fines as "charisma":"an extraordinary 
power as of healimr lriven a Christian 
by the Holy Spirit for the good of the 
church"? Perhaps we must talk about 
both as opposite ends of one concept in 
order to arrive at a clearer under
standing. 

Invariably the dictionary meaning is 
in accord with the theological interpre
tation but quite opposed to the mani
festations of the Pentecostal-Charis
matic movement. 

It is clear that charismatics have 
largely been contained within the Pen
tecostal movement until the past two 
decades, but the Christian church, no 
matter what denomination, has also 
been conditioned to accept charisma
tics as a "renewal movement". While 
there is no argument that renewal is 
necessary in the Christian church, the 
charismatics argue that the estab
lished church has failed to stress 
adequately the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit. 

It is common knowledge that. the 
Mennonite church in the Carman
Homewood area has had to contend 
with a fairly strong Pentecostal ele
ment in the past. "And this has had an 
effect on how we look at it today", said 
one observer, adding, "And if we are 
looking for a general comment on the 
charismatic movement: I have started 
to find out that God is working in the 
lives of people in a variety of ways. 
And that is why our definition as the 
dictionary has it fits in with I Cor. 12 
where we are talking about the gifts of 
the Spirit. And we do not all have the 
same gifts, although that may not be 
that clear either. In trying to avoid 
misinterpretations, it is easy to say: 'It 
was for the early church; it is not for 

us today'.For me that is dividing the 
scriptures where we should not. I have 
seen enough evidence where the Spirit 
has been at work in our time in new 
and different ways which is not of the 
Devil". 

But the Devil very often presumes 
to be of the same spirit, "coming as an 
angel of light". That is why there are 
so many problems with the movement. 
why people often are cautious and will 
have nothing to do with the move
ment. It is much like a sharp instru
ment: misused, it can do untold da
mage; used properly, it can be a 
tremendous asset. People are afraid of 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit much like 
they are of a two-edged sword. 

"In criticising the charismatic move
ment", said the same observer, "we 
are identifying it with the Devil rather 
than with God because of our past 
experience, some of which have not 
been positive". 

No church conceives the charismatic 
movement in the same way. Each 
church adds its flavor. The gifts of the 
Spirit are also received in a variety of 
ways. Christ is the head and we are 
the body made up of different mem
bers - within the local church, within 
the conferences. and within Christen
dom. Each has a function to play. In 
that sense we view the gifts of the 
Spirit. The Christian is charismatIc 
when he attains that extraordi
nary personal power or charm through 
the Holy Spirit. Interpreting and iden
tifying the positive and negative as
pects of what is "charismatic" has 
turned up to be a problem leaders of 
the church are grappling with. but 
none are debating the notion that the 
true scriptural charismatic movement 
is an essential part of the Christian 
church. 

The great acts of the Apostles and 
the Holy Spirit continue to play an 
important role in the church of the 

20th century, or at least may if we are 
~ven to it rightly. The observer _ sa!d, 
'And that is where we are still 
making the same mistakes that were 
made in the times of the early church. 
The more we are withdrawing from 
the Word or from fellowship with God, 
the further we are in darkness, and 
the more difficult it is to get back into 
the (true) fellowship; and we make all 
kinds of excuses. This is where the 
Devil has been successful in having 
some of the churches look negatively 
at the charismatic movement, and not 
realizing that this is the movement of 
the Holy Spirit coming into the lives of 
people. and we are criticising it in the 
same way as Jesus and his disciples 
found themselves condemned. Now, 
when I am saying that, I am speaking 
about the charismatic movement 
which is the work of the Holy Spirit. I 
am not speaking of the Devil and his 
movements" . 

To his own word. this spokesman 
adds his word of caution, stating that 
while some make claims to be of the 
Spirit of God but are not. others who 
are criticising the charismatic move
ment are not doing so in the character 
of Christ. "While most would agree 
that the happenings in the Carman 
area earlier bore much fruit and were 
conducive to renewal, the fact remains 
that the spirit of the underworld is 
busiest in areas touched by the spirit 
of God. If the Holy Spirit has been 
working in our midst, then we may be 
certain that our area has been under 
surveillance by the deputies of dark
ness, very much disguised with just so 
much truth as to be convincing." 

It was in the study of Rev. David 
Klassen that I learned about the 
extremely dangerous aspects of the 
movement, particularly as it has been 
manifest in recent years. Rev. 
Klassen, an experienced minister and 
seasoned theologian, exhibits a "holy 
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wrath" ,as he puts it. Very quickly, he 
said, he would demonstrate to me 
"how to receive the baptism with the 
Holy Spirit" as Charles and Francis 
Hunter of Housten, Texas, are doing it 
(with the aid of their tape): "which is 
simply to lift your hands and open 
your mouth as the spirit is conjured to 
enter in, accompanied by unintelligible 
blabber." The Hunters are responsible 
for beginning the current trend in this 
area, and behind such groups as 
"Women Aglow", which have held 
meetings in this area. 

Listening to the complete Hunter 
tape (90 minutes in length) this writer 
is astonished that any person in his 
right mind will permit such material to 
come into his life at all. And women 
attending "Women Aglow" meetings 
have come away with an uneasy feel
ing, saying that the leaders perform in 
the same way as the Hunters do. Yet 
the fact is that there are people all 
over who do not see the great error 
that this system is spreading. 

Rev. Klassen spells out the warning 
in no uncertain terms, and is the only 
person interviewed who permits the 
use of his name with any statements. 
First, he says, people going to the 
meetings are "sincere, searching 
people who want to have deeper life". 
But they are fooled in thinking that 
this is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
They disregard the lessons of history, 
if they are informed with it at all, and 
have made casual contact with those 
who have experienced the so-ealled 
baptism with the Holy Spirit and 
spoken in tongues. They disregard the 
warning which Paul gave to the Corin
thian church (Il,Cor. 11:1-5 and 13-15). 
"It is significant that the Corinthian 
church, which made so much of 
'tongues', was also bitterly divided", 
says Rev. Klassen in one of his papers 
on the subject. 

He also notes that the charismatic 
movement always is associated with 
Pentecostal ministers and teachings. 
'''l'he danger is", he says, "that the 
charismatics really are Pentecostals, 
historical Pentecostals, who originated 
in the year 1900 A.D." 

Finally, the greatest danger of 
people being misled rests in the 
church's failure to properly teach the 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Listening 
to the tape by the Hunters, biblical 
truths are recognizable but "every 
false teaching has truth, and some 
have so much truth it is hard to detect 
them. The more truth they have, the 
more dangerous they are", Rev. 
Klassen emphasized. 

In a very explicit statement in THE 
MENNONITE (January 22, 1974) 
Robert C. Goodnough of Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan (and sometime resident 
of the Carman area) refers to what all 
"charismatic apostates" are guilty of: 

10/mennonite mirror/june 1978 

"Rather than interpreting his exper
ience in the light of the Bible, he is 
interpreting the Bible in the light of 
his experience". Mr. Goodnough con
tinues to say that our mind is made by 
God, and that we should use it in God's 
service and for the study of his Word, 
"rather than using experience as a 
guide for Christian living. The great 
danger I see in the modern charisma
tic movement is that many fine Chris
tians, by refusing to exercise their 
ability to think, are being led to do the 
work of Satan". 

For the final word there is the 
Apostle Paul, who himself spoke in 
tongues. His word to the church at 
Rome still has meaning for today. He 
has been telling the Homans how the 
Spirit permeates the dmrch and how 
they have obtained Christ's sOIlship 
and inheritance. And he goes on to 
say: "But we have not yet attained the 
glory that befalls his children (para
phrased). Weare still groaning with 
all creation; we are still awaiting a 
more complete redemption from eviL 

Meanwhile we have hope. In our 
weakness we do not know how to 
pray, but the Holy Spirit pleads for us 
with unspeakable groanings; he who 
searches his own heart recognizes the 
Spirit and knows what he must pray". 
(Ch. 8:21-27) 

And when Paul speaks of love, as in 
I Cor. 13, he is not talking about 
emotional experiences at all. To live 
by love is to be guided by what is 
constructive and beneficial to others -
no ego trips, nor even holy crusades. 
In effect, Paul is saying that the 
"extraordinary spiritual grace" that 
benefits others is nothing short of 
love. 

The Spirit's ministry in the area of 
gifts is perverted when not comple
mented by the fruits of the Spirit, 
points out John M. Drescher in 
SPIRIT FRUIT. It appears that there 
is a real dividing-line between those 
who love their experience of God and 
those who love God whom they exper
ience that makes all the difference. mm 

Early s wrestled with 
"joyous" trend 

By Ed Uorau 

One of the attractions of the charis
matic movement is that it promises a 
new joy and new freedom to the life of 
the individual and to the way of 
worship, through a new or renewed 
contact with the Holy Spirit. As such 
it is a breaking away from traditional 
Christian expressions of personal in
teraction and worship, which are seen 
as spiritually cold, lacking in warm 
emotion, and perhaps even devoid of 
meaning. 

While one must claim the biblical 
promises of the joyful life as well as 
the promise that the Holy Spirit will 
dwell in us, the Christian must at the 
same time realize that these promises 
must be expressed with discipline. 
That is the Christian must not sup
press genuine expressions of joy or 
the moving of the Spirit, but must 
ensure that the form of his reverence 
is a positive witness to he must 
contain his exuberance to the extent 
that it does not make him a laughing
stock. 

Froehliche Rich tung , the joyous or 
exuberant movement, was a move
ment in the Mennonite Brethren of 
Russia that, according to J .A. Toews, 
was "a painful episode in the early 
history of the Mennonite Brethren 
Church." The movement bears some 
resemblance to the charismatic move
ment of today and is therefore of some 
historical interest. 

In a rather lengthy examination of 
Froehliche Richtung in his book, His
tory . of the Mennonite Brethren 
Church, Dr. Toews says that the 
movement was "marked by an exces
sive emotionalism. Such passages as 
Jeremiah 31:4 'and shall go forth in 
the dance of the merrymakers,' and 
Psalm 47:1, 'Clap your hands, all 
peoples! Shout to God with loud songs 
of joy!' were taken quite literally. 
Musical instruments played an impor
tant part in making a 'joyful noise unto 
the Lord.'" 

An earlier emphasis on Bible study 
and prayer disappeared, and meetings 
became primarily occasions for sharing 



experiences and for "entertainment." 
Dr. Toews says in his book that "those 
who participated in this noisy merry
making considered themselves as the 
'sound and strong' whereas the others, 
who did not go along, were describved 
as 'the weak and sick.'" This observa
tion is equally valid regarding the 
present charismatic movement in that 
the charismatics tend to give an air of 
spiritual superiority over their less 
emotional brethren. 

Froehliche ilichtung adherents put 
leading brethren in the early MB 
church on the "sicklist", yet it is clear 
from the description of the meetings of 
members of the movement, says Dr. 
Toews, that they "lacked the spirit of 
discernment and could not differen
tiate between true Christian joy, 
which is the fruit of the Spirit, and an 

emotional ecstasy which is psychologi
cal or sensual in nature." 

Froehliche Richtung also gave rise 
to a freedom doctrine which, according 
to Toews, taught that in Christ all 
distinctions cease - "there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is neither male nor 
female." This in turn gave rise to a ' 
belief that sexual differences did not 
really exist in a true Christian com
munity and that Christian greetings 
should be expressed in a "holy kiss." 
This stirred considerable controversy 
and not all groups could accept it. That 
caution was in order was demonstra
ted by the fact that at least three 
members of the movement were, ac
cording to Dr. Toews, led "into 
grievous moral sin" because the holy 
kiss had become unholy. 

Dr. Toews goes on to state that still 
another aspect of this joyous move
ment was, in his words, "an incredible 
spiritual despotism." The leaders ex
pressed their religious fanaticism in 
the imposition of rules and a vicious 
application of the "ban." Those who 
disagreed with the leaders were not 
spared the ban, even one leader's 
father was ousted. The leaders even 
called themselves "apostles." 

There were voices of protest from 
the first days of the Frohliche Rich
tung, but it took a kind of coalition of 
intelligent and strong-willed leaders to 
challenge the movement and to finally 
break it down. In 1865 these men 
formally challenged the movement's 
leaders by carefully refuting their 
actions on the basis of scripture. The 
document they wrote made four points 
and the one which deals most specifi
cally with the godly or Christian life 
was summarized by Dr. Toews in his 
book this way: "True godliness does 
not find expression in dancing, leap
ing, and shouting as some teach on the 
basis of certain Old Testament pas
sages. According to the New Testa- ' 
ment, the mark of a true faith is not an 

outward happiness, but a genuine 
love." 

After this challenge Froehliche 
Richtung died its own death and the 
new leaders brought in a series of 
reforms that would protect churches 
and individuals from the arbitrary 
tyranny of those who would claim to 
be the "sound and the strong" but also 
paved the way for a more balanced 
interpretation of scripture. 

A. H. Unruh, MB historian and 
theologian, has written that the early 
MB church learned some valuable 
lessons from this early manifestation 
of charisma. One of these is that a 
renewal or revival movement must 
include systematic Bible instruction; 
without this emotionalism the move-

ment will develop a mindless zeal. 
Unruh goes on to say that the church 
must learn discernment and must look 
beyond a verbalization of faith. Fur
ther, he adds that since then the MB 
church has tended to elect the less 
emotional of its leading brethren to 
leadership office while directing the 
more emotional spokesmen to the 
position of evangelist. 

Finally, the experience taught the 
MB leaders that the worship exper
ience must be one that is meaningful, 
and it appears that this meant an 
application of discipline, not in the 
sense of punishment,but in the search 
for elements of worship that are 
biblical, becoming, and beautiful. mm 
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Some Strange Things 
happened on the way 
to the political arena 

By Roy Vogt 

For those who usually view the 
political process from the outside the 
foUowing personal account of a political 
nominating meeting may be of some 
interest. 

Last December Frank Epp told me, 
on a visit to Winnipeg, that he was 
seeking the liberal nomination in Wa
terloo' Ontario. I thought it was a 
good idea and admitted to him that I 
might attempt to do the same some
time in the future. His nominating 
meeting was scheduled for March, and 
he had already been working hard for 
several months. I wasn't bothered by 
the fact that Frank had changed 
parties-a person should be allowed to 
change his mind at least a few times in 
life-nor by the nature of the arena 
that he was entering. Serving human 
beings through public life can be as 
honorable a service as any other. If it 
is not, that is largely because there 
haven't been enough honorable people 
to take it up. 

After this conversation my own 
political inclinations were placed in 
limbo. A federal election seemed likely 
in early Spring and given my commit
ments at the university there was no 
way that I would be able to prepare 
for it. This was not changed by a call 
which I received in late January, 
asking me to meet with Lloyd Ax
worthy to discuss the Liberal nomina
tion in the Winnipeg riding of Assini
boine. I met with him and some other 
people over lunch one day but after 
they informed me that an April election 
could be expected I declined their 
invitation and put the matter out of 
my mind. 

At the end of February, however, I 
received another call, which informed 
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me that an election would not be called 
before June. Since the university teach
ing year ends in April, and since 
academics are not discouraged from 
devoting some of their research time 
to public life, I saw for the first time 
the possibility of mounting an effort to 
gain the Liberal nomination and to 
become involved in the federal cam
paign. I told them I would think about 
it. In retrospect I thought about it too 
long, or not long enough. If I had 
taken less time to think I would have 
had more time to prepare. If I had 
taken more time I might have said 
"no". 

As it was, I consulted with family, 
friends, and church members. Should I 
win the nomination I would feel com
pelled to forego my preaching in the 
church, not because I think there is 
any basic contradition between service 
in the ministry and service in political 
life, but because in purely human 
terms I had to reckon with the likeli
hood that anything I might say from 
the pulpit would be misinterpreted as 
a political statement. Can you imagine 
what would happen if I encouraged 
people from the pulpit to be "more 
liberal" in their giving? 

By mid March I had decided to give 
it a try. By this time there were 
potential Liberal candidates for several 
ridings, including two for Assiniboine. 
One was a Winnipeg lawyer (not 
Charles Huband) and the other was 
myself. There was a rumor, with some 
substance to it, that city councillor 
Pearl McGonigal might also run in our 
area. Given her popularity, and the 
fact that the nominating meeting was 
scheduled for April 6th, I decided to 
check with her before making my own 

decision. She informed me that she 
would not run. The rest of us had an 
evening with the Secretary of State, 
John Roberts, who presumably sized 
us up as potential candidates on behalf 
of the Prime Minister. We also sized 
each other up. lUter this my potential 
rival. the lawyer, decided to withdraw, 
not, I think, because he feared me, but 
because the Liberal party refused to 
promise him a cabinet position if he 
ran successfully. I am sure that such 
deals are often discussed but I was 
never approached in this way and 
never broached the subject myself. 

It appeared for awhile that I would 
be the sole candidate for Winnipeg
Assiniboine. I was sure that this was 
not because others were afraid of me 
but because any liberal candidate was 
given virtually no chance of defeating 
Dan Mackenzie the Conservative in
cumbent. I deeided to run because I 
was genuinely critical of basic positions 
taken by that member of Parliament 
and because, despite the obvious dan
ger of losing badly, one has to show 
some courage in these things. A person 
who chooses not to run in bad times 
may not he respected when times are 
better. 

Although there seemed, at the end 
of March, to be no obstacles to the Liber
al nominat.ion itself, a number of friends 
and I went to work in the constituency 
gaining support for my candidacy. 
This was clearly an uphill battle. Of 
the approximately 40,000 people who 
voted in the last election, only aoout 
12,000 (or 80%) had voted Liberal. 
The of1icial Liberal membership was 
only 200, and only members can vote 
at nominating meetings. We concluded 
that our most urgent job was to enlist 



new members. This we did by calling 
friends and colleagues in the constit
uency. Since many of our friends
though by no means all-were Menno
nites, we called on them. We were en
couraged by the positive results. How
ever, the process of enlisting such 
support is extremely time consuming. 
Some people.' on the basis of my 
writing and preaching, had concluded 
that I was an N.D.P. supporter ("be
cause you are always talking about 
greater equality") while others were 
convinced that I was a Conservative 
("because you clearly believe in private 
enterprise"). It took some long, though 
extremely interesting conversations, 
to clarify my position and gain their 
trust. Others told me directly that I 
was working for the wrong party. We 
discovered particularly a very strong 
animosity toward the Prime Minister 
and his language policies. 

However, by the end of March we 
had gained at least 100 new supporters. 
Then something strange happened on 
the way to the political forum. I was 
called and told that the nominating 
meeting would have to be postponed a 
week to April 14. Though the reasons 
for this change did not seem particu
larly convincing I agreed, because I 
had no strong reasons to oppose it. 
However, upon further inquiry I dis
covered the real reason for the change: 
Charles Huband, the Liberal leader, 
contrary to everyone's expectations, 
had decided to give up the leadership 
of the party in order to run for the 
federal parliament. He was planning to 
make this announcement at the annual 
meeting of the party, on April 9, and 
wanted at least a week in which to 
prepare for a nominating meeting in 
case he should decide to run in Winni
peg-Assiniboine. It appears that his 
first choice was to run in the Fort 
Garry riding, where he has his own 
residence and which is currently held 
by a Liberal, James Richardson. 

At this point the scheming and 
counter-scheming became extremely 
complex (though no more so than the 
maneuverings I have witnessed at 
church conferences or in academic 
circles.) The problem was that Lloyd 
Axworthy also wanted to run in Fort 
Garry and since Axworthy was a 
member of the legislature he had first 
choice. At this point Axworthy and 
the party leadership began to have 
ambivalent feelings towards my own 
candidacy. I don't think that Axworthy 
and his supporters favored Huband, 
but neither did they want Huband 
breathing down their necks in the Fort 
Garry constituency. It came ,down to 
this: If Huband wants to run he must 
run in Winnipeg-Assiniboine. If he 
runs in Winnipeg-Assiniboine he must 
receive the support of the party execu
tive, since the executive has literally 

pushed him there, This means that the 
party executive cannot support Vogt's 
candidacy, 

Suddenly unusual obstacles were 
placed in' my way, Less than two 
weeks before the nominating meeting 
I was asked the constituency execu-
tive to further postpone-
ment of another week. 
Apparently supporters were 
getting worried the work we had 
done in the constitu('llcy and were 
trying to more time. Since we had 
already to one postponement, 
and all our had gone out for 
the 14th, we refused to budge. This 
resulted in a tremendous argument, 
and in that we were unduly 
int1exible. incredible thing was 
that at that I was the only 
official ~"mdidatl~ and plans were 
being made to :mit vvishes of an 

undeclared candidate. Apparently only 
the intervention of some friends pre
vented the executive from changing the 
date against our wishes. 

We continued to work. On April 9 
Huband declared his candidacy for 
Winnipeg-Assiniboine. We were now 
official rivals. More obstades appeared. 
We had been told over and over again 
by the constituency executive that 
there would be no voting at the 
nominating meeting until after the 
speethes by the candidates, because it 
was important that those present 
should hear the positions of each 
candidate. We with this. 
Suddenly two the meeting 
I was told that the executive might 
permit voting several hours before the 
meeting, since Huband had discovered 
that some of his supporters would be 
going to a .Jets hockey game. This 
resulted in further lengthy arguments. 
What was most irritating was the time 
lost in all of these maneuvers, We 
knew, of course, that Huband was 
much better known and could round 
up hundreds of in a week 
or ten days" The exeeutive finally 
relented, but after a lot of tiring 
debate. 

The nominating itself was, I 
think, quite fascinating to those who 
were there. There was almost no 
hoopla. The meeting was to begin at 
7:45 I would guess that at that 
time were about 300 people in 
the room, and at least half could be 
counted on to me. For some 
reason the was p08tponed for 

that period at 

least 100 new memberships were sold. 
The standing-room crowd at the back 
of the room, filled with Huband sup
porters, grew ominously larger, New 
peopltl were steadily arriving. The 
Winnipeg Free Press reporter over
heard Conservative members who had 
come to the meeting to make certain 
that "Charlie" would win. 

Our speeches came and went. I 
misread the mood of the audience in 
mine, and spent more time on issues 
than I probably should have. For 
almost the first time in my life I 
decided to read from a prepared 
manuscript, which was undoubtedly It 
mistake, Nevertheless, when I finished 
I was deeply moved by those who 
stood in support. Some members of 
the audience misinterpreted this. One 
told me later, "when I saw your 
supporters rise, and found that I knew 
none of them, I concluded that you 
must have ganged up on Huband, so 
out of sympathy I voted for him." The 
opposite view was expressed by a 
leading Manitoba Liberal who later 
wrote to me: "You have earned my 
admiration for the manner in which 
YOll conducted yourself in the face of a 
mindless, self-defeating "gang-up" 
more appropriate for Tamany Hall 
than this part of the world," 

If you can guess from this that I 
lost, you are right. The margin wasn't 
ellen as close as I thought it might be: 
2'75 to 183. All of us involved in this 
brief political campaign have learned a 
lot from it. I am not particularly 
shocked by what happened. More hard 
work and imagination on our part 
could have prevented it. Sincerity is 
obviously not enough in these matters, 
but neither should it be sacrificed. The 
fact is that people in such a large 
constituency have to be given more 
time to become acquainted with you, 
to learn to trust you, if you want them 
to vote for you. Those of us who 
profess to see political life as an 
avenue of service must be willing to 
spend a lot of time among the people if 
we want them to entrust us with their 
vote. I was extremely encouraged by 
the fact that many who knew me 
through other activities were willing 
to support m~. I am not dismayed by 
the realization that it will take hard 
work to enlarge t.hat base considerably. 
Failure duly acknowledged and at 
least partially understood can be a 
blessing without disguise. mm 
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Home Street Church 
minister has 
worldwide experience 
By Clara K. Dyck 

A new minister officially said "Yes" 
to God, and to the congregation of 
Home Street Mennonite church, Win
nipeg, in an installation service this 
past winter. 

To Rev. John R. and wife Marian 
(nee Hildebrand) Friesen it seemed 
almost like a home-coming, since their 
spiritual roots are grounded in the 
Bergthaler church, as are those of 
most members in this congregation, 
and since the Friesens have been in 
Europe the. past 10 years, ministering 
to Mennonites in both East and West 
Berlin. 

Three of the four previous ministers 
of this congregation served, at this 
afternoon celebration; only Rev. Edwin 
Brandt, now a missionary in Mexico, 
was missing. 

Rev. Ernest Wiebe of Springstein, 
pastor of the congregation from its 
beginning in 1957 until 1966, officiated 
at this installation service as he had 
also at Rev. Friesen's ordination in 
Winkler in 1965. His theme, based on 
Phil. 2: 1-11, dealt with Christ's humility 
and greatness. 

John Friesen is a graduate of Cana
dian Mennonite Bible College, Bethel 
College and of the Associated Menno
nite Bible Seminary, Elkhart. 

After two years with the Menno
nite Central Committee as minister 
to PAXmen throughout Europe, and 
one year studying Lutheran theology 
on a World Council of Churches 
(Geneva) scholarship at University of 
Berlin, he responded to a call to 
become the first fun time and salaried 
minister of his home congregation, the 
Bergthaler church in Winkler. 

In 1966 John returned to Berlin, in 
response to a call from the Mennonite 
congregation in West Berlin. Conse
quently, for 10 years, the Friesens 
served as house parents at the Menno
heim, a small Christian hostel and 
church centre where great numbers of 
foreign guests stopped over, and where 
both West and East Berlin Mennonites 

14/mennonite mirror/june 1978 

found open doors and hearts to empa
thize with their problems. Becausethe 
MennQheim was small, East German 
Mennonites came in smaller groups for 
Sunday service, often staying the whole 
week-end. 

Under John's leadership, eight fur
ther Mennonite fellowships emerged 
from this Mother Church in various 
East German cities. 

Church members in West Berlin are 
largely of Danzig and Prussian back
ground dating back to the First World 
War and before, whereas those of East 
Berlin were originally of Danzig and 
Prussian ancestry. since the Second 
World War. 

It is with a note of gratitude and 
satisfaction that John reports: "I had 
always worked in both West and East 
congregations towards independence, 
economic and leadership independence. 
Therefore, when we left, I was able to 
ordain a lay minister from within the 
congregation in West Berlin, and 
another in East Berlin~ So the work of 
the church goes on, independently of 
each other and of outside church 
support." 

While at Winkler John had become 
the speaker on the Froke Botschaft 
radio program. Upon returning to 
Berlin, he continued sending his tapes 
to the Altona radio station so that, for 
five years, he was heard in Manitoba, 
South America and, via HCJB Quito, 
Ecuador, around the world. 

It was during this second term also 
that JOQn resumed his studies at 
Univl;}rsity of Berlin, where he has 
completed requirements for a Doctor 
of Philosophy degree. He is now in the 
process of writing his dissertation, on 
"The Concept of the Lord's Supper in 
Early Anabaptism." 

Tom and Tim Friesen are indepen
dent young men, aged 18 and 20, the 
former working for CN, while the 
latter has finished a "Chefs Course" 
and hopes to practice his skills soon. 

For 12 year-old, Saigon-born Lois, 

attending multi-cultured Mulvey school 
brought less of a culture shock. She 
had already, aged almost five, been 
transplanted from a Vietnamese 
orphanage in which most children died 
very young. Her little figure was 
distorted by the bloating abdomen of 
malnourishment and worms; and she 
had grown no taller than a two-year
old. Her whole body was covered with 
supporting boils that required surgical 
attention, as did both her eardrums 
which were punctured, probably due 
to explosions of war. Lois could hardly 
walk, because her bones lacked the 
calcium to support her and also, no 
dOUbt, for lack of "tender, loving 
care," a child's greatest incentive to
wards achievement. 

"But," exclaims John, his eyes bright, 
"She was such a lovable child. From 
the very first. She still is!" 

Problems of adopting a Vietnamese 
child were multiplied for these parents, 
living in Germany. Even on principle, 
it was difficult to do this via a German 
court. German parents, too, were told 
by the judges that "children should 
grow up in their own surroundings, 
their own country, among their own 
people, in their own culture." 

After writing sheafs of letters to the 
Canadian ambassador in Germany, the 
Friesens visited the immigration office 
in Ottawa, as directed, on a brief 
furlough, only to be referred to the 
Department of Health and Welfare in 
Winnipeg. This, too, was unsuccessful. 

Finally, in desperation, when they 
had returned to Germany, they com
piled another dossier containing all the 
information they had about their little 
girl, and once more sent it off to the 
Canadian ambassador in Bonn. 

What a joyous surprise it was to all 
when, in a very short time, Lois 
received word that she had been 
accepted a Canadian citizen. And at 
the same time, she received her own 
Canadian passport! 

"For Lois this was just a delight," 
her father recalls. "She knew that we 
had Canadian passports. Blue in color. 
Her Vietnamese one was green. And 
whenever we left West Berlin we had 
to show our passports. So she knew 
that she was different. 'Jetzt bin ich 
auch wie ihr seidl' she cried. (Now she 
was one of us.) She needed that. 
Every child needs to identify." 

And what about Marian? For almost 
a decade she had kept the home and 
the Mennoheim functioning, especially 
when John was out in his widely 
separated congregation. She had a 
professional hurdle to make; an aca
demic and practical refresher course 
for Registered Nurses. No major 
problem, however, and now she is a 
busy as before, only this time Marian 
is with the patients on a post-surgical 
ward at Misericordia Hospital. mm 



do you know / weetst uck waut 

John Friesen, Mennonite actor now 
Jiving in Toronto, returned recently 
from the far north where he partici
pated in the CBC filming of a docu
mentary on the life of the explorer 
VUhjalmur Stefansson. The documen
tary is produced for an "Explor~rs" 
series and will be shown on the C.B.C. 
network. 

AUDITIONS 

The Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre in-
vites alI singers interested in participating 
in a planned staging of "The Gypsy 
Baron", an operetta by Johann Strauss, 
to audition for lead parts at auditions to 
be held on Tuesday evening, June 20th, at 
the First Mennonite Church (Lower 
Auditorium). 

For information and audition ap
pointments, place contact Audition 
Registrar Eleanor Isaak at Telephone No. 
489-2446. While auditions for the chorus 
will be held in September, any singers in
terested in this may already indicate their 
interest by calling Mrs. Isaak. 

The Canadian Mennonite Health 
Assembly, an association of Mennonite 
caring ministries, met in Leamington, 
Ontario in April. Some seventy-five 
delegates and guests attended the 
sessions. Main speakers were Dan 
Zehr, director of peace and social 
concerns, MCC (Canada), F. C. Peters 
president of Wilfrid Laurier Univer
sity and C. J. Dyck, lecturer at the 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary. 

The Canadian Counsultative Council 
on Multiculturalism (CCCM), an advi
sory body to the Minister of State for 
Multiculturalism, was created in 1973 
and is presently under the chairman
ship of Senator Peter Bosa. The coun
cil found in its studies on the subject, 
that the cultivation and' the public 
acceptance of cultural pluralism are no 

, simple tasks, and that government 
must take a lead in these tasks. 

For those with relatives hoping to 
immigrate, with the new Immigration 
Act in force there is a shift in empha
sis from 'education to practical training 
and experience in the assessment of 
immigrants according to the point 

: system. For example vocational train
,': ing and job experience now account 
. '. for a maximum of 23 points while the 
,c maximum for education has dropped 

from 20 to 12 points. The Minister Bud 
::Cullen, further points out that mem
(bers of the family class and retirees do 

'"not have to satisfy the detailed criteria 
i. (,"~. 
:' .~.' 

of the point system. Family class 
applicants will, however, still need to 
meet basic standards of health and 
character and will need written state
ments promising the support by their 
Canadian sponsors for as, long as ten 
years. 

Retired persons will be selected 
under general criteria regarding their 
intended destination in Canada, the 
presence of friends and relatives there 
and on personal suitability and finan
cial stability. 

Dan Block, professor of Old Testa
ment at Winnipeg Bible College has 
been awarded a Canada Council Grant 
for doctoral studies during his sabbati
cal year. He will commence his studies 
at the School of Archeology and Orien
tal Studies, University of Liverpool, 
England, in the summer of 1978. Mr. 
Block, now of Steinbach, a native of 
Borden, Saskatchewan, graduated 
from the University of Saskatchewan 
with a B.A. and B.Ed., winning at the 
same time the university prize in arts. 
After a year at Friedrich Alexander 
Universitaet, Erlangen, West Ger
many, Mr. Block attended Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School;' Chicago; 
where he graduated summa cum laude 
with an M.A; in Old Testament. 

Regular citizenship information 
classes are offered at the International 
Centre every Wednesday evening 
from 7:30-9:30. Applicants for citizen
ship who feel the need for information 
on Canadian history, geography and 
system of government will benefit 
from these classes. For information 
contact Alvina Giesbrecht 586-8212. 

Thirty people from local French, 
German Mennonite and other groups 
met on April 20th to share their 
feelings on tensions felt in their com
munities with regard to the Que6ee 
situation. A question of import to 
Mennonites especially was the use of 
force to maintain union. The concern 
has led MCC (Canada) to call for a day 
of prayer ,on Canada Day, July 2nd. 
The evening's session was called by 
Ernie Penner on behalf of the Peace 
and Social Concerns Committee. 

The Manitoba Arts Council awarded 
$15,500 to 14 provincial painters, 
sculptors, printmakers and photo
graphers. In addition, the arts council 
gave project grants totalling $5,200 to 
four Manitoba film-makers. Among 
film-makers receiving $1,500 grants 
each was Alan A. Kroeker while 
sculptor Millie Giesbrecht of Morden 
received $1,000. 

STUDY CONFERENCE ON 
mE BELIEVERS CHURCH 

Baptists and Mennonites were the 
main participants in a Believers Church 
conference held at the Canadian Men
nonite Bible College May 15-18. Even 
though these two groups trace their 
history back to common roots in the 
sixteenth century, they have not had 
much contact with each other in this 
country. 

The study conference was planned 
by a group appointed by the Baptist 
Federation of Canada and the Menno
nite Central Committee (Canada). It 
brought together 150 pastors, theolo
gians, educators, church administra
tors, and others from eight provinces 
and the United States. Of the 11 who 
came from the U.S., the majority had 
Canadian roots. 
, The decision-making process at the 

conclusion of the conference was 
rushed, but the group agreed unani
mously that they would like to meet 
again and do more things together. 
They called for the formation of a task 
force "to continue the interest which 
has been engendered at this study 
conference." 

Future meetings, the conference 
hoped, would include representation 
not only from Baptists and Mennonites, 
but from other Believers Church 
groups as well. The Pentecostal Assem
blies of Canada was singled out for 
future invitation because it fits the 
Believers Church definition and it has 
a membership totalling at least 175,000. 

The total Canadian membership of 
Believers Churches is estimated at 
about 500,000. The Baptists number 
over 200,000, and the Mennonites, 
Brethren in Christ, and Amish together 
have upwards of 80,000 baptized mem
bers, Other groups which belong to 
the Believers Church family are the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
Church of the Nazarene, Free Metho
dists, Christian Church, Church of 
God, Evangelical Church, and Friends. 
Most of these groups had at least one 
representative at the conference. 

By Larry Kebler 

Westgate Mennonite Collegiate invites 
applications for the positions of part-time 
Librarian and part-time typing instructor. 

Apply to: 

Mr. John Enns 
86 Westgate 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C 2EI 
Ph. 775-7111 

mennonite mirror/june 1978/15 

~ 

I 



Orchestra Practices 

MENNONITE ORCHESTRA BEGINS 
REHEARSALS 

Keen anticipation was evident on 
the faces of some 50 string players on 
the evening of May 2 as they met to 
rehearse at the MB Bible College in 
Winnipeg. They had come from all 
parts of Winnipeg and from some of 
the country towns. Many did not know 
the other performers. But all were 
eager to play in the new Mennonite 
Community Orchestra. 

This first rehearsal was for strings 
only. Under the enthusiastic leadership 
of concertmistress Karin Klassen, the 
players were soon exploring Mozart's 
Cavatina and Air, some movements 
from Handel's Water Music Suite and 
other pieces. 

After an hour of concentrated effort 
the intermediate players in the orches
tra were excused and t~~ nucleus 
section remained to continue with such 
challenging works as the first move
ment of Schubert's Unfinished Sym
phony. 

The orchestra was rehearsing in 
preparation for a public concert held 
June 4. The brass and woodwinds 
began rehearsals on May 15 and the 
full orchestra met together for the 
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first time on May 22. 
Principals for the various se~tions of 

the orchestra included Karin Klassen, 
concertmistress; Elsa Redekopp, vio
las; flutes, Albert Horch; clarinets, 
Rick Klassen; oboes, Peter Wiens; 
basson, Walfried Dirks. George Wiebe 
will serve as guest conductor for this 
first concert. · . 

The combined concert choirs of the 
MBCI and Westgate Collegiates (130 
voices altogether) joined the orchestra 
in the performance of Haydn's Te 
Deum in C and Hallelujah, Amen by 
Handel. 

Of special interest was the premier 
performances of several works by 
Mennonite composers-Mosaic of Men
nonite Hymn Tunes by Esther Wiebe, 
and A Brotherly Gavotte by John 
Klassen. 

Herb Giesbrecht, archivist of the 
Canadian conference of. MB churches, 
attended the P.M. Friesen symposium 
which convened on the campus of the 
MB Biblical Seminary in Fresno, Cali
fornia May 4 to 6. On the agenda were 
special lectures on various aspects of 
the times in which P.M. Friesen wrote 
his note able history as well as aspects 

of the author as historian and church 
.statesman. Giesbrecht was personally 
involved in the translation into English 
of Friesen's Die Alt-Evangelische Men
nonitische Bruederschaft in Russland 
(1789-1910). The translation accom
plished in a period of 10 years, (Friesen 
required 25 years to write it) is now 
completed and on sale in various MB 
Book Stores. During June and July 
Giesbrecht will be visiting state ar
chives in Koblenz, Munich and Stutt
gart in search for materials bearing on 
the Mennonite experience in Russia 
during the 19th century. He will then 
briefly pursue Shakesperean studies 
at Oxford University. 

At its recent commencement exer
cises Winkler Bible Institute graduated 
44 students. Commencement address 
was presented by Dr. F .C. Peters, 
president Sir Wilfred Laurier Univer
sity. A special feature on the program 
was the dedication of a Kawai Grand 
Piano, a gift to the school in memory 
of two former students, Peter and 
Lilian Klassen who, with their family 
of six child.ren died in a car accident 
two years ago. This program marked 
the 53 years of continuous instruction 
for the school. 

Dr. Stephen Toni, Altona's medical 
doctor of 40 years, is being honoured 
by a scholarship fund set up in his 
honour at the Altona Credit Union. 

FARM CELEBRATIONS 

On three separate week -ends three 
southern Manitoba Mennonite commu
nities will gather in their separate 
environs to celebrate about a century 
of farming, church life, advances in 
education and excellent progress 
through good days and better times, 
be it in agriculture, education or 
health care. 

On July 9th all former school teachers 
who have served the Haskett district 
until it was absorbed into the Garden 
Valley area are asked to gather on the 
former Haskett school grounds with 
their respective families for a day of 
fellowshipping and reminiscing. 

On July 15and 16 the progressive 
community of Burwalde that has fre
quently operated a two-room school, is 
inviting all former Burwalde-ites to 
gather for a two-day camp-out in the 
shelter of the wooded school grounds 
and the Winkler Bible camp. Facilities 
are promised for campers, trailers; 
grounds for tenting; and for single day 
visitors. 

The village of Blumenfeld will cele
brate the centennial of its founding 
July 22 and 23. Everyone there will 
surely wish that the hard surfaced 
main street promised for some time 
could have become a reality for this 
important occasion. 



Excerpts from the diary of Anna 
Baerg ')1897-1972) , a Kindergarten 
teacher, is to be published in the near 
future in serialized form in Der Bote 
and Die Mennonitische Post. Begun 
when she was 19, her writings were in 
gothic script and on scraps of paper, 
check blanks and milk can labels. They 
have been transcribed by Clara K. 
Dyck under the auspices of MCC 
(Canada). Though she "would much 
rather not have recorded (some) of 
these horrible events" (as the Russian 
Revolution and the Civil War) she did 
so as a contribution to her people, the 
Mennonites. In both her diary and in 
her rich collection of poetry her sensi
tivity and the fine humor shine 
through. 

Winkler Co-op Expands 
A three-phase ex pansion of the 

Winkler Coop presently is underway. 
The Co-op. one of the largest in the 
southern portion of our province had 
total sales in 1977 approaching the $5 Y2 
million mark. 

Music in Southern Manitoba 
Mennonite communi ties in southern 

Manitoba were the scene of two di stinct 
music festivals on the weekend of April 
22nd and 23rd, 1978. On Saturday, April 
22nd. the Southern Mani toba Choral 
Society presented its annual Spring 
Concert of Spirituals, Folksongs and 
Sacred Music under its music director, 
Mr. Henry R. Peters in the W. C. Mill ar 
Collegiate auditorium. The following day, 
Sunday, April 23rd, three musical groups 
in the Winkler· Morden region joined 
vocal force s in the WBI Auditorium to 
present a lengthy concert of Gospel 
Songs and Sacred Music. 

Heritage Centre rises in Tu..udo 

The new Mennonite Heritage 
Centre has begun to take shape on the 
Canadian Mennonite Bible College 
campus. Though started last fall, the 
building had its first precast concrete 
slabs raised in late March. By now the 
roof is nearing completion. Prominent 
in the front facial of the entrance area 
is the clock tower and forming a 
central interest point for the surround
ing area. It is visible in all directions 

above existing builldings on the cam-
pus. ' 

The two-storey stack section will 
house the Conference of Mennonites in 
Canada archives on the main floor, and 
the CMBC library in the area beneath. 
A short tunnel connects the new 
library facility with the classroom 
building of the college. Uniting these 
spaces is the wide open A-framed 
public entrance and display area, toge
ther with a meeting room for special 
gatherings. 

The centre is designed specifically 
to serve the Mennonite community at 
large. Major inter-Mennonite deposits 
presently include the 1964-1970 re
cords of Mennonite Central Committee 
(Canada), and the files of the Canadian 
Mennonite Board of Colonization, for-

merly directed from Rosthern, Saskat
chewan. Mennonite Genealogy, Inc. , of 
Steinbach, Manitoba, plans to move its 
large collection of family study mater
ials to the Centre as soon as it. is 
completed. 

Construction of the Centre hEm been 
made possible by a gift from th~~ P .W. 
Enns Family F'oundation. Inc., of 
Winkler, Manitoba. The archit ect. is 
Siegfried Toews of Vancouver. E.C, 

EHrieda Duerksen was elected pre
sident of Manitoba MB Conference of 
Women at their recent annual meetings 
at the Portage Avenue Church . The 
theme of the- conference was "When 
Women Pray" and t he speaker was 
Mrs. Anne Steinman . 

- '-l 

A happy hoil., a 
'smilng face and savings . = 11~ ••• 
easier t n you think! 

Putting a happy face on your home is easy when you 
visit a Bu ildall Home Improvement Centre . Want to add 
value to your home? Re-shingle your roof. Appl y siding 
to your home. Or, change an alum inum door. Doing it 
yourself is easy if you come to Buildall to learn how. At 
Buildall you'll fi nd products like lumber, exteri or sid
ings, panelling, paint, insulation, even roofing . Do n'~ 
hesitate to ask questions. That's how you learn. Ana 
we're eager to teach everybody to be a do-it-yourselfer . 
Whatever project you have in mind , come to Buildall 
where we make it easy. 

Your Building Supply Headquarters in Niverville 

DYCKA 
ASSOCIATE STORE 

PHONE: 388-4727 NIVERVILLE 
284-0770 WIN NIPEG DIRECT LINE 

DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
STORE MON DAY 10 FRIDAY 8;00 A.M . to 6:00 P.M . 

HOURS: WEDNESDAY TILL 9:00 P.M. 
SATURDAY 8:00 A.M . 10 12:<;0 NOON 

• YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING HEADQUARTERS • 
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Mennonite 
artists have 
sensitive skin 

Over the past seven years the 
Mennonite Mirror has reviewed 
numerous plays, books, concerts, and 
other works by Mennonite artists. We 
decided from the beginning that in 
writing such reviews we would not 
always pat our artists on the back. 
Our Mennonite press has often been 
guilty of this practice. But praise that 
is automatic is not praise at all. The 
only kind of praise from which an 
honest person can derive any real 
pleasure or knowledge comes from 
people who are both able and willing 
to distinguish between good and bad 
work. 

Musicians, actors,'writers, and other 
artists who feel that their work is 
worthy of sharing with the public, and 
who have the courage to charge the 
public for that privilege, should expect 
criticism as well as praise, if they have 
any respect at all for the taste of their 
audience. For this reason people who 
expose themselves in public cannot 
afford to have extremely thin skins. 

But most artists are no different 
from the rest of us. They would like to 
be praised. They would like to think 
that every effort is a success. In a 
small community like ours public criti
cism may be even harder to bear than 
in a larger, more anonymous one. Our 
reviewers themselves are aware of 
this, and sometimes mute their criti
cism for fear of hurting the artist. 

Somehow we must try and develop 
thicker hides, because in the end the 
quality of our work depends very 
much on the quality and honesty of the 
evaluation we receive from others. 

Some artists have thanked us for 
criticisms that we have published, 
though inwardly they may have cring
ed. Others have reacted with great 
anger and have questioned the integrity 
and competence of the reviewer. The 
latter, naturally, is open to debate. In 
choosing reviewers we always try to 
select individuals who are knowlege
able in the field and are not too close 
to the artist himself. Occasionally 
writers have asked us not to send 
their work to a certain person because, 
presumably, they feared a negative 
response. We have not followed such 
advice. Some writers have sent us pre
written reviews for publication, which 
are invariably favourable. We do not 
publish these. We insist on receiving a 
copy of the work which we then send 
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to the person who we think is best 
qualified to review it. When the Men
nite Literary Society, which is the 
publisher of the Mennonite Mirror, 
published the book, The Russian Dance 
of Death, it sent the book to Dr. Frank 
Epp for review. As a very able 
historian, and as the ex-editor of our 
friendly "rival" The Mennonite Re
porter, we felt that this would be the 
least biased and most competent source 
for such a review. We were thankful 
that the review was favorable, but we 

had to face the possibility that it 
wouldn' t be, and we were prepared to 
publish it if that were the case. 

Honest differences of opinio~ will 
always exist and artists may sometimes 
have valid reasons to question the 
judgment of a reviewer. We publish 
letters that question our judgment. In 
general, however, it is in bad taste for 
the artist or for members of the group 
involved to send in the protest. If the 
review is blatantly unfair the chances 
are good tn'at other people will defend 

JIM McSWEENEY 
7:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

Better breakfasts begin with Jim 
McSweeney, Radio Southern Manitoba's 
Morning Minstrel. 

Enjoy Jim McSweeney mornings from 7:00 
to 9:30 - without adding a single calorie. 

You'll like his early morning wake-up music, 
and Jim keeps you posted on the time, 
weather conditions, and adds a liberal 
sprinkling of his own brand of Irish humor. 

Harv Kroeker and Ken Klassen provide the 
latest news and sports scores , and Earl 
Nightingale stops by each morning with 
"Our Changing Wor ld" at 8:25. 

Start your day with "Good Morning " from 
Jim McSweeney. 

CFAlljCHSM 
geo la150 



the artist. 
We should never remove from the 

true artist the danger of failing. Any 
serious artist will try to reach up to, 
and beyond, t he bounds of talent. 
Those who attempt much are bound to 
fail occasionally . To hide their failure 
or fo obscure it with false praise does 
not serve the artist well. As a recent 
case in point we cite the work of the 
Mennonite historian, G. Lohrenz. Dr. 
Lohrenz has done much to popularize 
Mennonite history. However, more 
recently he has attempted to write an 
historical novel. Now, the attempt to 
write a novel is an extremely 
courageous one. It is one of those 
things that a person can never be sure 
about in advance because a good novel 
is a true act of creation. Almost 
anyone with half a brain, thescavaging 
instinct of a pack rat, and some hard 
work, can write a doctoral thesis or 
complete a research project. To write 
j1 novel, however, is to venture into 
the unknown where talent and imagi
nation alone count. 

Dr. Lohrenz tried, and we respect 
the attempt. But our reviewer, and 
some other reviewers in the Menno
nite press, have judged the attempt to 
be a failure. We don't think that this 
should dismay Dr. Lohrenz unduly, 
and we have no evidence that it has. 
But we are amazed at the kind of 
defence that Dr. George Epp has 
launched in a recent issue of Der Bote. 

Epp maintains that those who flaunt 
their literary skills by criticizing Loh
renz on stylistic grounds are missing 
the mark. Apparently since Lohrenz is 
primarily an historian matters of style 
are not important. Further, and more 
seriously, Epp defends Lohrenz's novel 
}jy claiming that it is not a novel at all. 
To quote Epp: "We are dealing here 
not with a novel about Peter Braun 
(the main character) but with his fate; 
it is not with a person's life but with 
the years of fate." How a book of 
"fate" differs from a novel, and how a 
novel that is explicitly introduced as a 
novel and is written in the form of a 
novel suddenly ceases to be a novel is 
not explained very clearly. This con
torted defence of Mr. Lohrenz does 
him no service, and our scholars do the 
Mennonite community no good service 
when they engage in slippery semantics 
and back slapping of this type. 

The gift of scholarship to the Menno
nite Church is that of honest and 
searching inquiry in which literary 
criticism, as well as other forms of 
criticism, are seen as indispensable 
methods for discerning truth. We tar
nish this gift when we allow our 
personal esteem for individual artists 
to affect our judgment of their work. 

By Roy Vogt 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Charleswood. Suitable for 
2 women. Basement suite. 
Piano, garage. $180 per 
mo. available June 1. Ph . 
832-5810. 

corrected date 

The Mary Quiring art show at the 
Mennonite Village Museum in Stein
bach will be held in August, instead of 
July as earlier announced. 

Compliments from 

JANZEN BUILDERS 

(1963 LTD.) 

1221 GATEWAY ROAD. WINNIPEG. 

TEL: 668·5610 

Close your 

windows (and doors) 

on the energy 

problem with 

Canadian made for our Canadian climate. 

STEINBACH SASKATOON EDMONTON KITCHENER 
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Eine Kahnfahrt auf dem Dnjepr 

Von Arthur Kroeger 

Der Schulunterricht hatte vor 
ein paar Tagen begonnen. Es war 
kurz nach acht, und Lehrer Knel
sen war gerade im Begriff die 
Hausaufgaben nachzupruefen als 
es klopfte. Er oeffnete die Tuer, 
und durch den Spalt sah ich 
meinen Vater stehen. Er war 
nicht in seinem gewoehnlichen 
Arbeitsanzug, sondem trug weisse 
Schuhe, eine weisse . Leinwand
hose, ein weisses Hemd und seine 
weisse "Kapitaensmuetze". Das 
war etwas sonderbar; denn diese 
Bekleidung trug er, wenn es zum 
Kahnfahren oder Segeln ging. 

Lehrer Knelsen und mein Vater 
wechselten etliche Wort, dann 
kam der Lehrer zu mir und sagte, 
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ich solIe meine Buecher zusammen 
packen und zu meinem Vater 
gehen. 

Verwundert ging ich hinaus. 
1m Korridor, wo mein Vater und 
auch mein aelterer Bruder stan
den, war sonst niemand. " Also 
los" - sagte Vater. "Das Wetter 
ist schoen. In Nieder-Chortitza 
sind die Arbusen reif. Mein alter 
Schulkamerad, der dort wohnt, 
hat mich schon lange zu sich' 
eingeladen ~ Wir wollen nach Nie
der-Chortitza fahren - mit unse
rem Kahn. " 

Ja, das war etwas fuer mich. 
Das war bestimmt viel lustiger 
als in dem heissen Klassenzimmer 
der Rosenthaler Dorfschule zu 

sitzen und lernen zu muessen. 
Vater hatte sich fuer diesen Tag 
vom Dienst frei gemacht, urn mit 
uns , seinen zwei aeltesten Soeh
nen, etwas zu unternel;1men. "Also 
los" - dachte auch ich, denn bis 
Nieder-Chortitza von Rosenthal 
dem Dnjepr entlang war es eine 
ganz ansehnliche Strecke. Rasch 
ging es zunaechst nach Hause. 
Wir fuhren aIle drei auf Vaters 
"Wanderer" , dem alten deutschen 
Fahrrad. Ja, aIle drei waren wir 
drauf. lch vome auf der Stange, 
Vater natuerlich im Sattel, und 
Peter stand hinten auf der Achsel. 
Vater hatte es so eingerichtet, 
dass zwei lange Muttem an jeder 
Seite des Hinterrades es ermoeg
lichten, dass dort ein "Mitfahrer" 
stehen konnte. Man hielt sich 
dabei am Sattel fest. 

Zu Hause wurde nicht mehr 
viel Federlesens gemacht. Schnell 
packten wir das Mittagessen fuer 
unterwegs ein und zwar in einen 
Tragkorb, den mein Bruder als 
Rucksack auf den Ruecken ge
schnallt bekam, und ab ging es. 
Von Hause aus nach hinten die 
steilen Terrassen hinauf, an der . 
Mehlbeerhecke entlang, die unser 
Grundstueck umgab, ging es erst 
ueber die Wiese, dann durch die 
"Kohlenbrennerei", ein Tal, das 
diesen N amen trug und von wo 
man schon den Dnjepr sehen 
konnte . Darauf ueber einen H:ue
gel und dann durch das Holztal. 
Jetzt folgte wieder ein Huegel 
und danach das "Ziegelscheunen
Tal. " V on hier war der "Bulga
rengarten" und wiederum der 
Dnjepr zu sehen. Das wunderbar 
fruchtbare Stueck Land wurde 
von einer Bulgarenfamilie bear
beitet. Hier wurde das beste Ge
muese der Umgebung gezogen: 
Tomaten , Auberginen (Blaue), 
Gurken , Pfefferschoten, Beeten, 
Moehren, Kraut u. a.m. 

Unweit vom Dnjepr stand ihr 
primitives Haus und die Stallung 



fuer ein paar pferde und etliche 
Stueck V ieh. Dieses war auch der 
Aufbewahrungsort fuer unseren 
Kahnzubehoer. Bei den Bulgaren 
holten wir Ruder, Steuer, Segel 
und Mast abo Eshiess nun nur 
noch ein paar hundert Schritte 
bis zur "Wirwe" zu gehen, wo 
unser Kahn mit einer Kette an 
einem Baum angeschlossen war. 

Rasch gingen wir am grossen 
Wasserrad vorbei, mit dem die 
Bulgaren ihr Land bewaesserten. 
Es war ein grosses Ding aus Holz 
ueber dem an Ketten Schoepf· 
gefaesse hingen . Das Rad wurde 
von Pferden bewegt , die an eine 
Deichsel angespannt immer in die 
Runde gingen. Es war eine Art 
Tretmuehle, wie man sie vielleicht 
auf Bildern von Egypten oder 
Indien sieht. Das Wasserrad inter· 
essierte mich jetzt gar nicht. Wie 
immer, wenn es zum Wasser 
ging, war man etwas freudig 
erregt. Was uebertrifft schon das 
schoene Gefuehl, das man hat, 

DERKSEN 

wenn man lautlos und ohne gros· 
sen Aufwand im Kahn ueber das 
klare Wasser unseres beliebten 
Dnjeprs gleitete! 

Die mitgebrachten Lebensmit· 
tel wurden verstaut, die Ruder 
eingerastet. Der Mast mit dem 
aufgerollten Segel wurde noch 
einstweilen in den Kahn gelegt, 
da er sonst an den ueberhaengen· 
den Aesten der Baeume, die zu 
beiden Seiten der "Wirwe" stan· 
den, anstossen wuerde. Wirwe 
nannte man die Muendung des 
kleinen Fluesschen Chortitza in 
den Dnjepr. Hier pflegte man mit 
den Kaehnen anzulegen. Vater 
sass am Steuer, mein Bruder an 
den Rudern , und ich stiess ab 
und platzierte mich einstweilen 
an der Spitze. 

Etliche Minuten fuhren wir 
durch dieses stille Waesserchen, 
des sen beide U fer, mit wenigen 
Ausnahmen, mit dichten Weiden· 
bueschen und Pappelbaeumen be· 
wachsen waren, deren Aeste sich 
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weit ueber das Ufer ausbreiteten 
und auf einigen Stellen sagar 
Laubueberdachungen bildeten. 
Das Gewaesser wurde breiter, 
und wir kamen zum Dnjepr. 
Rechts stieg hier eine dunkel 
graue, fast schwarze Felsenwand 
empor, etwa siebzig Fuss hoch. 
Links war das flache sandige Ufer 
"de Spetz" genannt (die Spitze). 
Hier, noch im stillen Wasser, 
waren die Mummeln (Teichrosen) 
schon verblueht, und nur die 
Blaetter nickten uns sachte zu, 
wenn sie von den Ruderschlaegen 
durch das kraeuselnde Wasser 
bewegt wurden. Links kam auch 
schon die Ziegeninsel zum Vor· 
schein, und dann die "Kleine 
Kampe", auf der wir im Hoch
sommer schon etliche herrliche 
Wochen verlebt hatten. 

Vater nahm jedes Jahr vier 
Wochen Urlaub: zwei - Ende 
JUli und zwei weitere - Anfangs 
August, wenn es recht heiss war. 
Unter einem der grossen Weiden
buesche hatten wir, wie auch in 
den anderen J ahren, unser Lager 
aufgeschlagen. 

Alles was man brauchte war 
Schatten urn die Mittagszeit des 
Tages und etwas, das nachts den 
Tau von unseren Schlafstellen 
abhielt. Dazu diente das Segel, 
welches fuer die N acht aufge
spannt wurde. An einem Jahr 
hatten wir uns ~Ilerdings eine 
Grashuette gebaut. Das war aber 
nicht so gut ausgegangen. Ais es 
damals in einer N acht regnete, 
stellten wir zu unserem Schrecken 
fest, dass sich im Grasdach Hun
derte von Spinnen, Tausendf..less
lern, ja sagar eine Skorpionen-Art 
einquartiert hatte und friedlich 
mit uns lebte, so lange alles 
trocken war. Ais der Platzregen 
kam, suchten diese Biester Schutz 
undverkrochen sich unter unseren 
Bettdecken. 

So waren wir in diesem Sommer 
wieder zur Segelueberdachung zu
rueckgegangen. Dort auf der 
"Kleinen Kampe" blieb unser 
Kochgeschirr, Teller und Bestecke 
von Jahr zu Jahr auf einer gehei
men Stelle geschickt im Sand 
vergraben, damit man es nicht 
jeden Fruehling und Herbst hin 
und zurueck schleppen brauchte. 
Da hatten wir ruhig und unge
stoert zu dritt eine schoene U r
laubszeit im Freien gehabt. Am 
Morgen war der Tee ueber dem 
Feuer schnell gekocht. Das Mit-
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tagessen brachte, uns unsere 
Agnes, das Dienstmaedchen. Pe
ter und ich holten sie mit dem 
Kahn zur verabredeten Zeit von 
der Spitze ab. Manches mal kam 
auch unsere Mutter mit unserem 
juengsten Bruederchen Harry mit. 
Sie blieben dann bis zum Abend. 

Schwimmen, Segeln, Rudern, 
Sonnen war unsere Freizeitgestal- . 
tung, und natuerlich wurde die 
Umgebung immer wieder aufs 
Neue erforscht. Ais abends die 
Welsfischer bei dem hohen dunk
len Felsufer auf ihren kleinen 
Kaehnen mit dem "Klunker" (ein 
Geraet, mit dem man im Wasser 
"klunkste", das heisst einen Laut 
machte, worauf die WeIse anbis
sen) fischten, fuhren auch wir 
hin, urn dieses zu beobachten. 
Die Fischer waren ueber unsere 
Neugierde nicht sehr begeistert. 
Ein Fischer jedoch, Ohm Thies
sen, hatte nieht~ dagegen, wenn 
wir uns ganz still in der N aehe 
aufhielten. Vater kannte ihn gut, 
er war der Faebermeister in der 
KroegersFabrik. 

Ploetzlich merkten wir, dass 
Ohm Thiessen sich ganz auf sein 
Vorhaben konzentrierte. Der Wels 
hatte angebissen. Ein paar schnel
le Zuege am Handgriff <!er starken 
Leine, damit der Haken auch 
gut einstieht." Dann zog er hastig 
den gefangenen Fisch aus der 
Tiefe hoch. Ah, die Leine zuckte 
hin und her. Trotzdem es schon 
fast dunkel war; konnte man den 
Fisch gut sehen. Fuer etliche 
Momente war er ganz weiss ge
worden. Wenige Sekunden spaeter 
kehrte die natuerliche Farbe des 
gefangenen Fisches wieder zu
rueck: schwarz, schleimig und 
glatt lag er da mit grossemKopf 
und breitem Maul. Von beiden 
Seiten desselben hingen die langen 
Fueler herunter. Der Fisch hatte 
den grossen Haken mit dem 
Muschelfleisch nicht voellig ver
schluckt, sondern er blieb in der 
Oberlippe stecken. 

Mein Vater, der ein grosser 
Liebhaber von gebratenen Welsen 
war, bestellte sich einen guten 
Fisch. 

WeIse von einem Meter Laenge 
waren in den dreissiger J ahren 
schon eine Seltenheit. Frueher 
jedoch soil es WeIse von zwei 
Meter Laenge gegeben haben. 
Man hoerte auch immer wieder 
die Sage, dass man bei den Strom
schnellen (Porogie) stromauf-
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waerts von Einlage einmal einen 
Wels gefangen haette, der auf 
einem Leiterwagen transportiert 
werden musste. Dabei schleppte 
der Schwanz sogar noch nacho Ob 
man heutzutage noch nach Welsen 
fischt? 

So waren meine Gedanken von 
der heutigen Fahrt abgewichen. 
Die Sonne stand mittlerweilen 
schon hoch am Himmel. Es war 
schoen warm und still, und man 
merkte schon, dass der Herbst im 
Anzug war. Wir wollten ja noch 
bis Nieder-Chortitza segeln, und 
dazu brauchten wir Wind. 

Wir kamen beim Rosengarter 
Tal vorbei, wo das Vieh" gerade 
getraenkt wurde. Rechts folgten 
wieder steile Felsen .. Hier hatten 
wir mal einen kranken Habicht 
gefunden. Dann kam die Burwal
der Bruecke. Wir wussten gar 
wohl, was damit verbunden war, 
urn mit dem Kahn unter der 
Bruecke zu passieren. Von tsche
chischen Ingeneueren erbaut, bot 
diese klassische Bogenbruecke ein 
schoenes Bild, wie sie die Felsen
gebilde der beiden Ufer verband, 
das Festland mit der Grossen 
Kampe. Die Bruecke wurde Tag 
und N acht von russischen Mili
taerposten bewacht und durfte 
natuerlich nieht photographiert 
werden. Es gab strenge Vorschrif
ten, wie man sie per Wasser zu 
passieren hatte. Bald hoerten wir 
auch schon die schrille pfiffe des 
wachhabenden Offiziers. Wir wur
den mit dem Fernglas genau beo
bachtet und mussten auf einer 
bestimmten Stelle anlegen. Der 
Offizier und ein bewaffneter Sol
dat untersuchten unseren· Kahn 
und alles was darin war. Vater 
musste seinen Pass vorzeigen. 1m 
Pass hatte Vater schon einen 
5-Rubelschein liegen. Als der Offi
zier den Schein sah, nahm er ihn. 
zu sich und war gleich sehr freund
lich. Wir durften weiter fahren, 
wurden . aber gewarnt, dass es 
nicht erlaubt war die Bruecke bei 
Dunkelheit zu passieren." 

In der Zwischenzeit hatte sich 
ein leiser Nordwind eingesteilt, 
gerade gut zum Segeln. Die Ruder 
wurdeneingezogen, der Mast auf
gestellt und das Segel gehisst.· 
Auf diese Weise ging es schneller 
undleichter, zudem ging es strom
abwaerts. Allmaehlich war es Mit
tag geworden, und der Hunger 
meldete sich. So mundete das 
mitgebrachte Essen grossartig: 

I 
es gab Kartoffelsalat, Schinken i 
und Plumemoos (Pflaumensuppe), I 
die von Sonntag uebergeblieben 
war. Bei den Burwalder Steinen 
erzaehlte uns Vater eine Begeben
heit, die hier vor ein paar Jahren 
stattgefunden hatte. Sein Freund 
Dargel, der in Burwalde wohnte, 
hatte hier eines Tages mit seinem 
7-jaehrigen Sohn von den Steinen 
aus geangelt .. Vorher hatten sie 
weiter stromabwaerts am sandi
gen Ufer einige Grundangeln auf
gestellt. Der Vater liess seinen 
Sohn fuer kurze Zeit allein auf 
dem ueber dem Wasser ragenden ' 
Felsen, urn nach den Grundangeln 
zu sehen. Als er zur Stelle zu
rueek kam, wo er seinen Jungen 
zurueckgelassen hatte, war dieser 
nieht mehr da. Den Vater ergriff 
die Angst. Der Junge konnte ja 
nicht schwimmen. Wo war er? Er 
rief, rief lauter, und hoerte dann 
von weitem die flehende Stimme 
des Jungen. 1m tiefen Wasser, 
eine ziemliche Strecke stromab
waerts trieb der kleine Junge auf 
dem Ruecken, nur Nase, Mund 
und sein Gesieht steckten vor. 
Seine Haende hielten krampfhaft 
die mit Luft gefuellte Bluse ueber 
der Brust zusammen. Er war ins 
Wasser gefallen, wobei sichLuft 
in seiner Bluse verfangen· hatte, 
die ihn nun trug. "Verhalte dich 
ruhig, ieh komme!" - hatte der 
Vater ihm zugerufen. Glueckli
cherweise konnte er schnell einen 
Kahn herbeiholen, - der Junge 
wurde gerettet. Dargel hatte zu 
meinem Vater gesagt: "Da hat 
der liebe Gott mitgeholfen, sonst 
waere mein Junge ertrunken." 

Das Ufer der Grossen Ka:rnpe 
zu unserer Linken verflachte sieh. 
Die Stadt Saporoshje mit den 
vielen Haeusern, Schornsteinen 
und Fabriken kam in Sieht, und 
zur Rechten tauchte das vertraum
te Nieder-Chortitza auf, unser 
Reiseziel. Wir legten am Ufer an 
und sahen uns urn. Aus Einer 
Bude kam ein altes gebeugtes 

"russisches Muetterchen mit run
zeligem Gesicht und blinzelnden 
Augen. Sie sah, dass wir hier 
fremd waren und fragte nach 
unserem Vorhaben. Nachdem Va
ter ihr einen Rubel gegeben hatte, 
wurde uns versichert, dass der 
Kahn mit Zubehoer hier sieher 
und gut aufbewahrl:;, waere. 

Wir gingen ins Dorf. Die gros
sen Akazien auf den Hoefen boten 
angenehmen Schatten. Es ging 



urn die Ecke, und hier befand sich 
auch schon der stattliche Bauern
hof des Freundes meines Vaters . 
Man war gerade beim Vespern. 
Unter dem riesigen Baum stand 
ein grosser Tisch . Die Familie des 
Inhabers und seine Feldarbeiter 
sassen urn den Tisch und assen 
Schnetje mit Arbusen . Die Arbu
senschallen tuermten sich schon 
. berghoch uebereinander. 

Wir waren also in der sagenhaf
ten Wassermelonengegend ange
langt. Es fand eine stuermische 
Begruessung statt. Fuer Vater 
wurde am Tisch Platz gemacht, 
und mehr Arbusen wurden her
beigeholt. Wir Jungens wurden 
eigentlich nicht sehr beachtet. 
Wir bemerkten, dass an einem 
zweiten Tisch Kinder sassen und 
das gleiche assen und gesellten 
uns zu ihnen. Es dauerte nicht 
lange, und wir waren zum Platzen 
voll von den herr lichen suessen 
Fruechten, die wohl nirgends so 
gut gediehen wie gerade hier in 
Nieder-Chortitza. 

N ach dem Essen sassen die 
"Alten" noch lange urn den Tisch. 
Erinnerungen aus ihrer Schulzeit 
wurden ausgetauscht. Wir J un
gens sahen uns auf dem Hof um
her. Wie ueblich zeigten uns die 
Bauernkinder ihre Pferde , die auch 
im Freien futterten. Von jedem 
Pferd wussten die Burschen im
mer gleich eine Geschichte zu 
erzaehlen, die das Pferd mitge
macht hatte, wie alt das Pferd 
sei, ob es bissig oder zahm sei, 
ausschlug und anderes. 

Es hiess dann, es muessten 
noch etliche Fuhren Arbusen von 
dem Baschtan (Arbusenfeld) ab
geholt werden, die morgen frueh 

mit grossen Kaehnen nach Sapo
roshje zum Basar geschafft wer
den soIl ten. Die Pferde wurden 
angespannt, und es ging hinaus 
aufs Feld . Am Ende des Dorfes, 
wo die Frauen Arbusensyrup 
kochten, wurde kurz gehalten. 
Das war ein eigenartiger Betrieb. 
Die kleineren Arbusen wurden 
mit einem grossen Hackmesser 
auf die Haelfte geschnitten, dann 
wurde mit einem eigens dafuer 
gemachten gekruemmten Messer 
das Innere herausgeschnitten und 
in eine Presse geschUttet, mit der 
man den Saft auspresste. Der 
Saft kam in grosse fache Bleche, 
die auf Feuerstellen standen. Sie 
wurden mit Stroh beheizt. Dabei 
verdampfte das Wasser allmaeh
lich, und es bildete sich der dun
kelbraune wunderbar schmecken
de Syrup, den man aufs Brot 
strich und mit dem die Syrups
kuchen und "Syrupspiroschki" ge
backen wurden . Die Frauen boten 
uns Syrup zum kosten an, wir 
wurden aber gewarnt, dass zu 
viel frischer Syrup wie Abfuehr
mittel wirkte. 

Nicht allzuweit vom Dorf be
fand sich das Arbusenfeld. Dort 
war die Bude des Waechters, 
eines alten Russen mit langem 
Bart und roter Nase . Sein Wach
hund klaeffte uns boese an. An 
der Bude lehnte eine alte Schrot
flinte . Mit der, so erzaehlten uns 
die Bauernjungens, schiesst der 
Waechter nachts auf die Diebe. 
Die Flinte waere aber mit Salz 
geladen statt mit Schrot. Wer 
damit angeschossen wurde, dem 
brannte es dann gehoerig. Und 
im Nachbahrdorf haetten die 
Waechter ihre Flinten mit Schwei-
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neborsten geladen, die tief im 
Fleisch sitzen blieben. Wer wollte 
da noch Arbusen stehlen, dachte 
ich mir ohne zu ueberlegen, dass 
ich es seIber noch einmal tun 
wurde. 

Die Pfluecker hatten inzwischen 
die Arbusen schon haufenweise 
aufgestapelt. Darauf wurden sie 
sorgfaeltig in die mit Stroh aus
gelegten Wagen geladen und ins 
Dorf gefahren. 

Ich hoerte meinen Vater sagen, 
wir muessten jetzt nach Hause, 
wir haetten noch eine lange Fahrt 
vor uns. 

Die Hausfrau Iud uns zum 
Abendessen ein, aber wir konnten 
leider nicht bleiben. Wir muessen 
ja vor . Dunkelheit durch die 
Bruecke durch , dachte ich mit 
Schrecken. 

Der Bauer brachte uns mit dem 
Pferdefuhrwerk zur Anlegestelle. 
"Wieviel Arbusen wollt ihr mit
nehmen?" fragte er. "Stuecke 
zehn?" Nein, wir konnten jeder 
nur zwei tragen. "Also nehmt 
sieben." Die alte " Baba" wartete 
schon auf uns und war etwas 
umstaendlich mit dem Herausge
ben unserer Sachen. Erst als 
Vater ihr einen weiteren Rubel 
gab, wurde sie wieder freundlicher 
und sogar sehr redselig. Zuletzt 
holte sie noch ein Buendelchen 
getrockneten Grases aus ihrer 
Bude und gab es umstaendlich 
meinem Vater mit der Erklae
rung, es sei Bueffelgras. Damit 
machte man "Subrowka", indem 
man ein paar Halme davon in 
Wodka steckte. Der Schnaps wur
de dann gelblich, und die so 
entstandene "Subrowka" waere 
sehr gut fuer die Verdauung und 
die Gesundheit im allgemeinen. 
Wir sties sen vom Ufer ab, stellten 
das Segel auf, aber leider war 
kein Wind da. Also hiess es 
rudern, denn es ging stromauf
waerts. Erst ruderte Peter, dann 
wir beide, dann Vater, aber es 
ging nur langsam vorwaerts, und 
die Sonne war schon recht niedrig 
ueber der Grossen Kampe. 

"Wir muessen treiben" - sagte 
Vater. Also wurde das lange Seil 
an der Spitze des Kahnes ange
bunden. Vater und mein Bruder 
gingen an Land und zogen den 
Kahn wie die W olgaschiffer strom
aufwaerts. Ich sollte steuern. Da 
ich aber noch jung und unerfahren 
darin war, mit einem losen Ruder 
zu steuern, gelang das nicht so 
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IJ:nd d.er j{alm blieb dauernd 
~.~;~q?;\JJ dbaenk811 ste(~kfan. Vater 

';II frOc und mir ging 
gnc nicht [>0 5ehr gut. Jetzt 

i)JU';::3te ;Pol;er Hteuern und ich 
nen dahei war ich schon 

(~n Lf::Ut::.cle. 

i\I<) wir endlich zur Bruecke 
k,u'w.r;, ',lfiar f)5 :"chon fast dunkel. 
fk\'~ 'n;,,~ater los. Scheinwer-
fer \!/1p'd;~r: uns gerichtet, es 
\iv·1.~"rd)'"~ schriH g~epfiffen, und wir 

<?Ill, Zwd bewaffnete Solda
ten ,;:t:i)f'n;y;ten auf uns zu. Vater 

dai Pass ,;ofzeigen, aber 
nicht,l'!, Der wachhabende 
1h'OJlt0) nicht runter kom

men. Vater wUlde abgefuehrt, 
ell,1 wil' bIieben mit langen Ge
:,:kh:f-i:(T1 vox, Scheinwerfern be-

W:bif';[ I.mteJ] :~itzen. Es verging 
Zeit bis Vater zu

. "Sio wollen aueh noch 
'\d):!SeH habon, 15 Hubel habe 
lch "d1OB verteilt. Wir gaben zwei 
,\.)h;)sen n.b" rmd dann konnten 
wil' fa h:nsn , Edei.chtert atmeten 

iH.d lmd uns hinter die 
jiu(lf.~r . 

Die Dl.lnkelheit war nun voll-
kOlTir.:;Hi;.·j7 , ruderten wir 

steHte sich 
Mond ein. Wir 

WtiJl:{l i.n (!.<or Wirwe angelangt. 
.:\~n Ufer 'lassen Nacht
[i,:5ckrcr. !\uc:h unser 'Nachbar, ein 
g!.:m:Sio:r haertiger Ukrainer 
t};::"!" (i.~?tb,,~;. E;' fischte mit einer 

rein grosses vier
das von zwei ueber-

\!:rp,IZ zU8amm,.8nengebundenen 
Stangen gespannt wur

DiH\\,; "Spinne" wurde am 
Ende" €mer lacngeren starken 

Das N etz wurde 
gesenkt und 

Zoit wieder hochge
sich ueber dem Netz 

Fische wurden auf 

I,et5'2 unser Kahn ans 
'Nir waren angelangt. Jetzt 

m" die i~ schweren Arbusen 
!.rna d::m r:;inmachglas mit Syrup, 
inzlem ~iUf der I-Hnfahrt das Pflau
memnm,!s drinnen war, nach Hau-
6i:: :';U • Vater hatte je

Die Arbusen 
trar'ii}E j1] Saecke, leh als Jueng
~"t',::1: h'eka,m (!ine auf den Huecken. 
W';i2 <"In gebunden. Er 

PI"tm' uahmen jed'cr zwei. Als 
kamen, um 

di'H uebrige Zube· 
iwcr b8me:rkten wir, 
"hIs.'" diesu bereits schlafen gegan-
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gen waren und ihre Kettenhunde 
schon losgelassen hatten. Die 
grossen Hunde machten einen 
fuerchterlichen Hadau. Wir muss
ten sie mit den Rudern fern 
halten, sonst haetten sie uns ge
bissen. Ungehalten kam einer der 
Bulgaren heraus. Er dachte wohl 
es seien Diebe, die ihr Gemuese 
stehlen wonten. Als er uns sah, 
beschwichtigte er die Hunde. Wir 
legten alles ab und hatten nun 
nur noch den halbstuendigen 
Marsch nach Hause vor uns. 

"Wollen wir durch das Tal 
nach Hause gehen, dann brauchen 
wir nicht immeer bergauf und ·ab 
mit der schweren Arbusenlast zu 
steigen, wenn es auch etwas wei
ter ist," - mein te Peter. "Das 
koennen wir nicht machen, da wir 
bei dem Rosenthaler "Basehtan" 
vorbei kommen. Mit unseren Ar
busen, denkt der Waechter dann 
bestimmt, wir haetten sie ge
stohlen. "Eine Schrotflinte hat er 
aueh, und die ist mit Salz ge
laden," - dachte kh. 

Muede, hungrig und durstig 
kamen wir zu Hause an. Vater 
oeffnete leise die Tuer, doch wegen 
der Kette, die Mutter schon ein
gehackt hatte, konnte sie nur zu 
einem Spalt geoeffnet werden. 
Wie immer, wenn er am Abend 
nach Hause kam, pfiff Vater auch 
jetzt die liebliche uns wohlbe
kannte kurze Melodie durch die 
Ritze. Ein Zeichen, dass alles in 
Ordnung sei und dass Mutter uns 
hinein lassen moechte. Mutter 
hatte wahrscheinlich in del' Bibel 
gelesen, denn diese lag aufge
schlagen auf dem Tisch. Als sie 
sah, dass wir heil und gesund 
waren, war auch sie froh. Das 
Abendbrot stand aufdem Herd. 
Schnell wurde gegessen, und dann 
sank ich todmuede ins Bett. Es 
war einer der schoensten Tage 
meiner Kindheit. mm 

Good reminder 

Dear Sir: 
We got a reminder card for us to 

pay the MM subscription which is 
good of you, hut at this time we would 
just like to have it discontinued. We 
do not seem to find time to read all the 
magazine and papers that enter our 
house. It is a good paper and we have 
enjoyed the Low German stories very 
much. Maybe in later years we will 
reorder. 
Mrs. Stan Toews 

A bone to pick? 

Dear Sir: 
I have really learned to appreciate 

the Mennonite Mirror and look forward 
to each new issue. I especially like the 
Low German articles. Although some 
of the artides take me a little longer 
to read I usually find the article has 
been worth the time. Some articles are 
also more difficult to read and I sense 
that spelling varies a great deal from 
person to person, Dr. Thiessen's dic
tionary should be a fine contribution to 
the Low German vocabulary and should 
also help to alleviate the problem. 

However, I do have a complaint. 
Usually I get a laugh out of Dr. Jack 
Thiessen's stories. But I sense that he 
has a bone to pick with our Mennonite 
religious establishment and I think he 
is overdoing it. For example, some 
time ago he had an article in which the 
term "MCC ruhlpeltz" was used, (spel
ling mine). In the last edition (May 
1978) his caricature of a Mennonite 
minister is, as far as I am concerned, 
in extremely bad taste. I am very 
much aware that sometimes our MCC 
people are all too human. But, generally 
speaking, I feel MCC is a good organi
zation which I support wherever and 
whenever I can. I am also aware that 
our Mennonite ministers are not per
fect. But the majority of our ministers 
are hard-working, honest and sincere 
ind.ividuals. They are not fat, over
pious, profane liars as Dr. Thiessen 
portrays Praeja Krus. His profanity, 
of course, comes out under the provo
cation of wasps. 

I <tlso feel the satire directed at the 
revival period of the "dartja Joahre" is 
mis-directed. Many people experienced 
revival in those days, I am told. For 
most people involved it was a tremen
dous experience. For many it was a 
release from an unfeeling and over
bearing traditionalism. Others found 
release from personal feelings of guilt 
and upon realizing the forgiveness of 
God they found that they could face 
others and relationships were repaired 
within the family circle and in the 
neighbourhood. 

I don't believe that any of our values 
should be exempt from criticism includ
ing the religious establishment and/or 
MCC. However, I would like to believe 
that such criticism is intended to heal 
and to build up. Name calling, sarcasm, 
and caricature don't do that. 

This letter should not be considered 
a personal criticism of Dr. Thiessen. I 
think that editorial discretion should 
also be used where an article or story 
tends to he vindictive rather than 
humorous or realistic. 



... your word 

Courage to speak 

Dear Sir: 
When this writer was recently con

sulting pastors and laymen in the 
Carman area in regards to the charis
matic movement it became clear that 
concerned individuals will have to take 
the courage to speak up, to diagnose 
and prognosticate, and if at all possible 
prescribe a remedy to the many cur
rently arising problems, if they are to 
be solved at all. Now in the course of 
these consultations it became evident 
that people will not necessarily talk 
about the problems besetting our day, 
not even those who admitted concern. 
We ought to find this somewhat dis
turbing; and the question arises: who 
is closing the minds of. men and 
prevents those sensitive to the situa
tion from speaking up and taking a 
responsible stand? Of a dozen individ
uals consulted, only one permitted the 
mention of his name in an article on 
the subject. 

"What is man, that Thou art mindful 
of him?" (Psalm 8:4; RSV). the Psalmist 
cried out. What is man, but a mystery 
in the universe, who has hitherto 
comprehended all else but his own 
being? 

There is but one characteristic of 
man which sets him apart and above 
and radically distinguishes him from 
the beasts of the wild, and that is the 
capacity to think, to choose, and to act 
according to established principles and 
dogmas divided between right and 
wrong as we have been all instructed 
by our elders when we were young 
and responsive to the instruction. 

If man was given a mind, it was 
given precisely to be used in distin
guishing him from the animals and in 
exerting his superiority over them, to 
setting his course straight, and, from 
the aspect of his freedom of choice, to 
differentiate between what is right 
and what is wrong. The neglect of that 
capacity places man on a level lower 
than the beast because he knows 
better. The purpose of all true educa
tion remains, as one writer expressed 
it so beautifully some years ago, is to 
foster the image of God in the heart of 
man, and therefore the knowledge of 
what is of the Spirit of God and what 
is not, what conforms to the standards 
of moral decency and proper conduct 
in every deed, thought and verbal 
expression and what does not. 

The suggestion is being made that 
all manner of human decency has left 
the pretended humor of the Low 
German column (April 1978) and could 

well be placed on the lowest level of a 
writer's achievements. Anything so 
course and abusive in language and 
motive can only be judged as ribaldry 
of the lowest rank. In saying that it 
must also be said that the author has 
at times exhibited a great mastery of 
the language, and has on these occa
sions contributed much to its under-

. standing and usage. However, when 
the usage of a language most of us still 
cherish to our bosom is so incredibly 
misused and subject to such degrada
tion, our sensibilities are more than 
touched. The "cut-out boys" must be 
engaged to delete the smut and inde
cent expression hardly another of us 
would repeat even behind the barn. 
There is enough smut and muck in the 
back-lanes about us without "hiea de 
Drenkj pollute", regardless of how 
many old women supposedly take the 
grime all in. Whatever did happen to 
human decency? 
Peter B. Paetkau 

Pure Anabaptism 

Dear Sir: 
Your discussion about pacifism in 

the 'mirror together with Dan Zehr's 
concerns about it among our Menno
nite people interested and fascinated 
me deeply. I would agree that absolute 
pacifism is, indeed, a very difficult 
doctrine to follow in this wicked world 
full of violence. Our Mennonite bro
therhood has found it particularly 
difficult in times of peace, perhaps to a 
large extent, because they are also a 
capitalistic society. 

However, we must not forget that 
the Kleine Gemeinde, established by 
my greatgrandfather Klaas Reimer 
around 1812-14, tried to follow this 
dream of pure Anabaptism, which 
included the idea of absolute pacifism, 
for over a century.Regarding the ser
mon on the mount as basic Kleine 
Gemeinde doctrine, they made a 
strong attempt to live and not only 
preach, love thine enemies. It was 
absolutely forbidden to have any type 
of gun in the house. I remember how 
my mother, about seventy years ago, 
suddenly discovered that my older 
seventeen year old brother had pur
chased a small .22 calibre rifle and 
hidden it in the sleeping bench. He did 
not belong to the church yet, but there 
was no question, that weapon had to 
be destroyed. 

My father also had a few houses in 
the village of Steinbach. which he 
would rent out to tenants. Sometimes 
these houses were vacant. This temp
ted some of the young people, who did 
not belong to the church yet, to occupy 
them without the landlord's permis
sion, for dancing and drinking parties. 
My father would go and plead with 

them to leave and not damage the 
premises. This was usually of no avail, 
because they knew that the owner 
would never report them to the police. 
You can imagine how angry and frus
trated my father must have felt, being 
mocked and jeered at by young punks, 
and damaging his property. 

Over a century a couple of hundred 
families in the Mennonite brotherhood 
tried desperately to liv~. up to absolute 
pacifism, but for various other reasons 
as well, failed to make much of an 
impact on our Mennonite brotherhood 
as a whole. Of course, it was compara
tively easy even in the 1940's to 
excommunicate one young brother, 
who dared to join the Canadian armed 
forces, and become a soldier. How 
strong is our pacifism today? 

Sincerely, 

P. J. B. Reimer 
Rosenort 

Higher Calibre 

Dear Sirs: 
I am enclosing renewal fees for two 

years. We appreciate the MM especially 
the Our Word editorial, also enjoy 
articles on Mennonites in other coun
tries. 

I was rather disgusted with the Low 
German story in the April issue, I'm 
sure it would be comparatively easy to 
find some of higher calibre. Wishing 
the paper continued success. 
Mrs. Mary Hildebrand 
Austin, Manitoba 

Late money 

Dear Sir: 
Sorry we are late in sending our 

money for another 2 years for the MM. 
We like to read the MM and you and 
your staff do make it interesting. So 
here's the check. Thank you. 
The J.J. Rempels 
Marquette 

Good reading 

Dear Sir: 
A friend of ours gave us the MM for 

a Christmas gift and it has been 
coming here ever since. 'There's a lot 
of good reading material in it. My 
husband is an old age pensioner and 
I'm almost there too. We get so much 
reading material that we can't keep up 
with reading it all. So that explains 
why we haven't renewed our subscrip
tion. 
Sincerely 
George Wiebe 
Lowe Farm 
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our word ... 

MENNONITES AND THE CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT 

Several articles in this issue indicate that many Menno
nites are looking for a more emotional, "spirit-filled", life 
than is to be found in traditional Mennonite congregations. 
How should one evaluate this development? 

One aspect of this movement that does not particularly 
bother us is its emotional character. God knows that there 
is too little joy, and too much fear and caution, in much of 
our Christian living. Several highly respected friends of 
Qurs report that a certain shackled feeling has been 
overcome through their participation in charismatic groups. 
They are now able to express their faith with less restraint 
and with more genuine warmth. Surely there is something 
worthwhile about such growth in freedom. How much of 
our community and church life consists of setting bounds 
around people? Maturing adults will inevitably find some of 
these bounds intolerable. 

We' are also not particularly bothered by seemingly 
"irrational" elements in the charismatic movement, such as 
the speaking in tongues. We have personally never 
witnessed it, and we have no desire to take part in it, but 
we feel intuitively that the human voice was not made 
solely for the expression of so-called rational words. We all 
like to hum occasionally. When we are emotionally charged 
we often utter things that wouldn't bear close rational 
analysis. This may be done in anger but we see no reason 
why it cannot also be done in joy. 

If we have serious reservations about the charismatic 
movement they don't lie in the areas just mentioned. We 
personally find it most natural to express our faith in a 
relatively quiet way, and we have absolutely no interest in 
speaking in tongues, but we know that there are varieties 
of spirits. What bothers us very much is the basic 
orientation of the charismatic movement. How people in it 
seem to understand the purpose of the Christian faith. 

What is the main purpose of the Christian faith? The 
charismatics seem to be saying that the main purpose is to 
experience God inwardly, to be assured that He has 
entered our lives and saved us, so that one can be sure of 
His blessing in this life and in the world to come. 

The troubfe with this way of understanding the Christian 
faith is that it focuses almost all of the Christian's attention 
upon himself, upon the state of his soul and his feelings. It 
encourages Christians to be looking constantly within 
themselves, to cheek whether they are properly in tune 
with God, whether their faith is firm enough to warrant 
G04's blessing. In a subtle but very real way this becomes a 
self-centered kind of faith. There is a restless concern about 
the state of one's soul, a constant search for the blessings of 
God. 
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There is lUlother way of understanding the purpose of 
the Christian faith. In this approach Christians are seen as 
people who are recruited into God's army, to restore the 
world to the kind of holiness which He originally intended. 
This earth is seen as the beginning of God's kingdom, not a 
vale of tears from which one wishes to escape through the 
blessings of God. Those who join this army, and take up the 
healing work of the cross, truly choose the blessed way to 
live, but they are in no sense a privileged people whom God 
blesses more than others. They bleed and experienc~ pain 
just like others. They don't believe that it requires special 
Christian prayers to invoke God's healing. God lets His rain 
fall on both Christians and non-Christians. Questions like 
"am I happy?" or "am I fit to receive God's blessing?" are 
relatively unimportant for Christians of. this persuasion, 
though they may often be surprised by joy. Their basic 
desire is to work with God in the restoration of His 
kingdom. 

This understanding of the Christian's purpose can be 
summarized through a paraphrase of one of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer's poems: 

All men go to God when they are in sorrow. 
All men do, both Christians and heathens. 
God sorrows for all men when they are in trouble, 
And cares for all men, both Christians and heathens. 
Christians are those who stand with God 
In His sorrow and care for all men. 

This is what Paul expressed so well in the 13th chapter of 
1st Corinthians. Faith is not a treasure in our souls which 
must be nurtured so that God can bless us. It is not meant 
to separate us from other people, to make us more 
"blessed" than they. Both faith and hope are meant to make 
us more capable of loving other people. Faith is not a ticket 
which opens the door to increased personal joy, and finally 
to heaven itself, but an instrument whereby God helps us 
to be more righteouS and kind in our relations with others. 
By their fruits of love shall you know Christians, not by the 
degree of their enthusiasm, their ability to speak in 
tongues, or by any other inner manifestation of the Spirit. 
God's Spirit is there to propel us into action on behalf of 
others, not to increase our blessings above those of others. 

It is the inner, self-centered, "blessing seeking" nature of 
the charismatic movement that we find most disturbing. It 
is the otheNiirected, cross-bearing nature of Jesus' message 
that the world has always needed and which it needs today. 
We have been told: they who seek to save their own soul 
are most in danger of losing it. They who lose it in loving 
others are most likely to find it. R.V. 

"i 



Harvesttime in Saskatchewan . • • 

is a time of celebration 
just like it is in Koyom, Chad, 
or any other place around the globe 
where farm families till the soil. 
In Saskatchewan the golden wheat ripples 
as far as the eye can see 
and impressive combines cut wide swaths. 

The Chadian field is small, 
and the rice is threshed by hand. 
The joy at a good harvest 
becomes very special in poor countries 
because the tiny fields 
are so often plagued 
by drought, floods, insects, fungus. 

Your contribution to MCC helps to give poor farmers something to celebrate at harvesttime. 

Mennonite Central Committee 
21 South 12th Street 
Akron, PA 17501 

Mennonite Central Committee (Canada) 
201-1483 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, Man. R3T 2C8 
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First Choice in 
Leisure Living 1978 

Motor Homes and Travel Trailers 
Twenty-two new leisure machines. Ten exciting 
travel trailers with patented Duraflex involute axles. 
for smoother. safer maintenance free trailering . 
Ten luxurious motor homes and two truck campers 
for carefree go-anywhere adventuring . 

Features like full baths. quality appliances. year
round comfort heating and air-conditioning . adult 

~! 

size beds. designer drapes and upholstery. rich 
wood panelling . extra insulation ... and more. 

Designed and comfort engineered . for safe. low 
maintenance enjoyment to make outdoor living a 
reality for you . 

There 's a leisure machine especially for you at one 
of the Triple E dealers across Canada! 

For further information on Triple E leisure 
machines, write to: 

Triple E Canada Ltd., 
P.O. Box 1230, 
Winkler, Manitoba. 


