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COMMUNICATION 
THE SHARING OF KNOWLEDGE . . . OF FEELINGS . .. OF EMOTIONS. 

YAMAHA ELECTONE ORGANS 
YOUR INSTRUMENT OF COMMUNICATION THROUGH MUSIC. 

o YAMAHA 

YAMAHA MAKES IT MUSIC. 

1330 PORTAGE AVENUE 

THE BAY, 6TH FLOOR 

FORT RICHMOND SHOPPING PLAZA 

CP Air offers you 
nonstop service to Amsterdam 
with connections to Germany. 

COlli e fly with CP Air and let us take you 
to Gem1aliY 

We can whisk you away on one of our 
beautiful orange CP Air Jets nonstop to 
Amsterdam and arrange cormectlons to 
Dusseldorf. Hamburg. Munich . Stuttgart. Berlrn 
and most other centres in Germany 

You can also take advantage of our 
low-cost 22/45 day excursion airfares Which 
means you dont have to reserve months ahead 
Or put down a deposit 
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SOUTH AMERICA 
CP Air also offers nonstop service frOll1 

Vancouver and Toronro to Lima From there we 
can take you on to Santiago or Buenos Aires 
Or arrange convenient connections to Brazil. 
Bolivia . Uraguay. Paraguay and the other 
countries of South America 

So call your travel agent. Or CPAlr 
And enJoy an airline with a reputation for 

service you won't soon forget 

Orange is beautiful 

CPAir~ 



COVER 
The cover photo is a woodcut by the late Dietrich Neufeld 
who lived in Manitoba in the 1920's after arriving here from 
Russia, and later taught at Bluffton College and other 
colleges in t he U.S. Mr. Neufeld wrote about his exper 
iences during the revolution in Russia and this will be 
published in English by Hyperion Press and the Mennonite 
Literary Society, Inc. Translated and edited by Al Reimer, 
the writings are an excellent means to understand what 
happened to the Mennonite people in Russia during the 
tragic years from 1919 to 1921. The woodcut shows a 
Russian commander - the kind of person the Mennonites 
encountered in the aftermath of the revolution. Readers 
might consider the purchase of this book as a Christmas 
gift . Further details will appear in our December issue. 
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r-------------------------------------------------------~ 

Westgate 
teaching · 
away 

of life .. 
1977 Graduates And What They Are Doing --------
Wilson Wong U of M Yat Ming Yiu U of M 
Alfred Penner U of M Bonny Chang U of M 
Edward Rempel CMBC Adelheid Pries U of M 
Victor Pankratz working Wilma Friesen working 
Karl Loewen U of W Lenore Enns working 
Toby Chiu U of T Maureen Dyck U of M - CMBC 
Brian Derksen working Heather Neufeld Respiratory Tech. 
Edwin Wong U of M Linda Loewen working 
Ted Warkentin U of W Brenda Peters working 
Jeff Neufeld U of M Brigitta Murovec working 

77-78 Staff -------------------
New personnel are Diana Brandt , 

teaching English, Religion and Art. 
Diana is a graduate MCI, CMBC, U 
of M and U of T. New office staff 
are: Audrey Heinrichs, secretary 
- RRCC, CMBC; Heidi Sprunck, · 
assistant secretary - MCC trainee 
from Uraquay; Marina Moreno, 
teachers assistant - MCC t rainee 
from Bolivia. Returning are: 
Norman Wall, custodian, 8th yr ; 
John Enns, Principal, 9th yr; Rudy 
Friesen, Religion, Science, Math, 

8th yr; AI Klassen, Math, Science, 
7th yr; Frank Enns, Math, Phys. 
Ed., 5th yr; Will Barmeier, German, 
Science, Art, 5th yr; Jake Pankratz, 
English, Geography, Phys. Ed., 4th 
yr.; Heimo Baehmeyer, German, 
Religion, Social Studies, 3rd yr; 
John Harder , Music, History, 3rd 
yr; Larry Ens, Phys. Ed., 3rd yr; 
Elaine Martyn, L.A., Social Studies, 
Art, 2nd yr; Victor Loewen, Music, 
Phys. Ed., 2nd yr; Rose Barg, 
Typing, Art, Social Studies, 2nd yr. 

Westgate Events -----------------------
Nov. 19 

Nov. 23 & 24 

Nov. 28 

Westgate Invitational Volley Ball Tournament - MBCI 
Gymnasium 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Deutscher Varietel Abend - Westgate Chapel - 7:30 pm 

Semi-Annual Meeting - North Kildonan Mennonite 
Church - 8:00 pm 

EVERYONE'S CONCERN 

~ 
From among the 66 entries to our 

October contest, P . Warkentin of Fort 
Whyte was selected the winner. 

Answers for the October contest 
were: elect, voter, public, select, choice 
and politics . 

The letters are to be re-arranged 
and written in the squares to form 
words. Letters which fall into the 
squares with circles are to be 
arranged to complete the answer at 
the bottom of the puzzle. 

A winner will be drawn at random 
from among the current entries and a 
cash prize will be awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror 
office by November 21, 1977. 

Name ___________ __ 

Address _________ _ 

Town/city ________ __ 

Postal code ________ __ 

Send entries to: 
Mix-Up contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203 - 818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba RaG ON4 
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ASSINIBOINE 
TRAVEL SERVICE 

Ruth Wiebe· Darlene KaUer· Lorna Berg· 
John Schroeder · Bonnie Minnick· Ann Ratuski 

------- OUR SPECIAL DEPARTURES -------

Phone 775-0271 
CARTEGENA COLUMBIA CHRISTMAS TOUR DEC. 24 - JAN. 2 

GREECE CHRISTMAS DEPARTURE DEC. 25 - JAN. 2 

LATIN AMERICA TOUR JAN. 28 - FEB. 18 

ISRAEL EUROPE TOUR MAR. 26 - APR . 17 

HAWAII - 3 ISLANDS 3' WEEKS FEB. 11- MAR. 4 

CRUISES - CARIBBEAN - MEXICO - SOUTH AMERICA 

ORIENT TOUR - 21 DAYS DEPARTURES 

RUSSIA TOUR - 23 DAYS 

PORTUGAL AND MADEIRA 

YUGOSLAVIA 
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APRIL - JULY 

MAY-AUGUST 

MARCH 24 - APRIL 2 

MARCH 25 - APRIL 2 

750 .00 

810 .00 

1885.00 

1920.00 

879.00 

2200 .00 

1985.00 

670.00 

I 



HOME 
D ECORAT I NG 
is made beautifully easy at "DeFehr's" 

• Come in and see our fine 
displays and take advantage 
of our low prices. 

• Furniture & Furnishings 
• Major & Small Appliances 
• Stereo & Television Sets 
• Power Garden Equipment 
... Farm & Household Supplies 
• Plumbing & Heating Equipment 

You'll Do Better at "DeFehr's"! 

(C. A. DE-FEHR FURNITUR,E & APPLIANCES) 
WINNIPEG, M.II.N. REGINA, SASK. SASKATOON. SASK. CALGARV, ... LT.... EDMONTON, ALTA. 

78 Prlnc ••• 5t. 1202 Osl.r SI. 261· 1st An. N. 402 . 11th ... ve. SE 10970 · 84th St. 

AUTO 
LOANS 

IT'S NEW CAR TIMEI 

Need to make a change? 

Shop for the best buy in town. 
Then get the best financial 
arrangements through your 
own credit union, where friend
ly prompt service awaits you. 

CROSSTOWN CREDIT UNION LIMITED 

171 Donald St. 
947-1243 

1250 Portage Ave. 
783-7081 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

1110 Henderson Hwy. 
338-9349 

••••••• Servlng the Mennonite people In Manitoba •••••• 

m~n~onite 
- - mirrOr 

inside 
volume 7/number 2 

november 1977 

Mix-up / 3 

Back from Mexico: the quiet life 
In We.tern Ontario / 7 

Memorle. of Summer 
after clo.lng the cottage / 12 

Onkel Prle •• de.erve. hi. title /18 

Otto'. ordeal: how not to eat 
a hot Zwieback / 17 

Jean •• Ind Kapltal I 18 

Da. Interview / 19 

Manitoba new. / 22, 23, 24 

Your word / 25 

Our word I 28 

President and publisher, Roy Vagt; vice
preSident, Edward L. Unrau; associate 
editors, Wilmer Penner, Ruth Vogt; treas
urer, Arkle Wiens; secretary, David Unruh; 
office manager, Frieda Unruh. 
Bu.lne •• commltt .. : Bob Friesen, Rudy 
Friesen, Leona Penner, John Schroeder. 
editorial commltt .. : Betty Dyck, Mary 
Enns, Hilda Matsuo, Ruth Vogt, AI Reimer, 
Elisabeth Schlichting, Rudy Schulz, Peter 
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Subscription Rates: $6 for one year and 
$11 for two years. 
The Mennonite Mirror Is normally pub
lished 10 times each year from October to 
July for the Mennonite community of 
Winnipeg and Manitoba by the Mennonite 
Literary Society, Inc. Address for all 
business and editorial matters is 203-818 
Portage Avenue, Winn ipeg, R3G ON4, 
telephone 786-2289. 
The Mennonite Mirror observes the 
following part-time office hours: Monday, 
1: 00 1'04: 00 p.m.; Tuesday, 9: OO "a.m. to 
4:00 ·p.m.; Thursday, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m.; closed Wednesday and Friday. 
ISSN0315-8101 

Second class 
man registration no. 2658 
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business and professional directory 

G. K. BRAUla ASSOCIATES LTD. WONDERING WHEN YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
IS DUE? 

FOR SERVICE, PHOIE OR COIlE TO: 

The expiry date is shown on your address label. Any date 
prior to 11-77means that you are now in arrears. PLEASE 
REMEMBER to enclose your address label when 
submitting payment. 

171 DONALD ST., RM. 403 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R3C 1M4 

Phone: 942·6171 

Mennonite Mirror 
203·818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3GON4 

Thorne 
Riddell 
& Co. 

WILLIAM MARTENS 
Chartered Accountants 

1200·220 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

A3COA9 
Telephone 957·1770 

OffiCES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES IN CANADA 

Bible Land. Study Tour 

With Dr. K. Hanna 

Greece, Egypt and the Holy Land 

January 10·24,1978, $1435.00· 

incl. air fare, first class hotels, meals and sight seeing tours 

• dou,ble occupancy, from Winnipeg 

For more information please contact: 

Dr. K. Hanna, Winnipeg Bible College, Otterburne, Man . 
or SWISSAIR, 2 Carlton Street, #921, Toronto, ant. 

CONCORDIA HISTORY 

In July of 1928, Concordia first opened 
its doors to serve the Mennonite 
people and later expanded its service 
to the community, The hospital is 
presently having a history written of 
its service over the past 50 years and 

would appreciate if anybody has pic
tures about the hospital to contact A. 
Schroeder, telephone 667-1560. The 
pictures will be placed in the booklet 
being prepared, and then returned to 
the owner. Further announcements of 
the celebration activities to be held in 
1978-79 will be published from time t~ 
time. 
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BARRISTER and SOLICiTOR 

703 So.".,.et PI.ee 
294 Portage Avenue 

WINNIPEG 1, MANITOBA 

Telephone 942·7247 

NOW TWO FLOORS 

I 
TO SERVE YOU 

I B1B 
in Furniture, Appliances, Color 
T .V .• Ar'O Equipment .. . 

On the siot financing 

Same day delivery 

Sales • 

Service • 

Rentals • 

KRAHN'S T.V. LTD. 
Tel. 338·0319 
1143 Henderson Hwy. 
Winnipeg 



Back from Mexico: 
the quiet life 
in western Ontario 

By Mary M. Enns 

The Mennonites who, in a form of 
self-exile, emigrated to Mexico in 
1921-25 from Saskatchewan and Mani
toea, did so for several reasons. 
Chiefly, they sought exemption from 
military service and to escape the 
compulsory aspect of the Provincial 
Schools Act. 

Now the children of many of these 
Mennonites have returned to Canada, 
mainly to Ontario, in order to live as 
they have chosen, according to their 
conscience. The privileges granted to 
them in those early years under 
Mexico's President Alvaro Obregon 
were in accordance with their terms. 
At that time they were granted the 
right to purchase land, but as a colony 
rather than as individuals. For some 
time now the large tracts of land have 
no longer been available to them. 
Mexican squatters in large numbers 
have moved onto the Mennonites lands 
in some areas and cropped the land. 

The Mexican government has made 
it amply clear that they would like to 
see the Mennonites relinquish their 
Canadian citizenship and obtain Mexi
can citizenship with its resulting con
stitutional, instead of special, privi
leges. The Mennonites began to look 
into the possibility of an emigration 
from Mexico to Bolivia. When they 
discovered that there they would not 
receive the desired privileges, a good 
many opted for a return to Canada. 
This was deemed a reasonable destina
tion because the majority had retained 
their Canadian citizenship and their 
children were Canadian citizens under 
the umbrella of their parents, or by 
operation of law . This was valid until 
age 24. Then, too, the journey to 
Canada was a relatively simple one 
when compared to South America or 
British Honduras. . 

To give us some background knowl
edge on the situation we spoke to 

Dietrich Plett of Winnipeg. Mr. Plett 
is the son of Ben Plett of Stratton, 
Ontario, formerly of Chihuahua, Mexi-

. co. He is a student in the diploma 
course in agriculture at the University 

. of Manitoba. His wife, Marianne, a 
psychiatric nurse in the Misericordia 
Hospital, comes from Winkler. Mr. 
Plett was considered a radical and too 
progressive in Mexico, not by his 
parents but by the church, especially 
when he and others wanted to study 
beyond the most elementary "3 Rs". 
This was discouraged because to study 
was considered dangerous because the 
young person might fall away from the 
faith. His hope of studying medicine 
was dashed, though his parents were 
supportive. 

Eventually Mr. Plett made a coura
geous decision. Quite alone, he emi
grated to Canada in 1972 as a born
abroad Canadian citizen. Thinking 
back, he says, there were many good 
things about life in Mexico but the 
opposite was also true. When he was a 
young boy, he dreaded Sundays. Sports 
were taboo. So what did they do for 
recreation? "We worked. That's what 
we did. That was probably the biggest 
drawback there." The church services 

The Plett farm, Strattea, Oatario 

Ben Plett 

mennonite mirror/november 197717 



that were once in high German changed 
over to the low German. There were 
few public prayers, even by the mini
ster, for t hat would be emulating the 
Pharisees. Young people were held 
back in church in case they might try 
to "run it" . All this has changed some
what by now. The spiritual and psy
chological progress that has come to 
colonies like Chauahtemoc in Chihuahua 
can be ascribed, according to Mr. 
Plett, in large measure to the efforts 
of General Conference missionaries at 
work there. 

In August my husband and I spent 
some time with the Mennonites in the 
Stratton and Rainy River area in 
Ontario. We were invited to stay with 
the Ben Plett family in Stratton. 
Within the first half hour Peter, my 
husband, with his fluent low-German 
was "one of the boys", and there were 
many. 

Stratton, a small town tucked in 
between Rainy River and Fort Francis, 
used to be quite a prosperous place. It 
was settled long ago by Scots when 
the railroad first came through. But 
the young people moved away and 
eventually there wasn't much of any
thing doing. That is, until the Menno
nites from Mexico bought up the land, 
the houses and barns and settled 
themselves and their large and grow
ing families firmly into the area, right 
in amongst their English, French and 

BOOK NOW . .... 
to take advantage of 
low fall prices. 

Norwegian neighbours. They built a 
fine church, the Mennonite Christian 
Fellowship Chapel. They established a 
private school in the basement of the 
church. The school is not subsidized by 
the government because there are 
protestant and Catholic schools already 
in existence. There are two classrooms 
for 40 pupils and two teachers. The 
children are required to speak in 
English at their play. 

Just as their houses are void of un
necessary frills, so are the school and 
the church. No choir; no piano; no 
organ. "We have never found it neces
sary." The women and girls in kerchief 
head-coverings sit on the right in the 
sanctuary, the men on the left. Sunday 
school rooms are adequate. Children 
six and under are taught in low
German. The nursery ofthis church is 
really attractive. It occurred to me 
that since there is never a shortage of 
infants or children they ought to have 
a good room! The church seats a 
hundred worshippers. Fifty percent of 
the services are conducted in low
German, some in high-German, with 
more and more English beginning to 
be used. 

The Stratton Mennonites are en
gaged chiefly in grain , beef and dairy 
farming. Some are involved in business 
as well, such as "Reimer and Plett 
Building Supplies". Rev. Reimer is the 
leader of the church and his partner in 

14 night departures from November 5th (every Saturday) 
1, 2, 3 , & 4-island packages available. 

Prices from 

$579 
(based on double occ.) 

Intervac 
ASSINIBOINE TRAVEL SERVICE 

219 - 818 Portage Ave. Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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business is Menno, son of Ben Plett. 
Others have gone into lumber. A year 
ago Ben Plett and five other Menno
nites banded together and with the aid 
of a government grant built an abatoir. 
They work solely with beef and pork. 

Another businessman, Henry Rem
pel, came from Mexico 12 years ago. 
He settled in Pinewood and for the 
past two years has operated the large 
"Highway Superette" and gas station. 
He and Jake Friesen have put out a 
book on the 10 years that the Menno
nites have lived in the Stratton area. 
He sends his children to the church
school because "the first years of a 
young person's life are so important. 
We want them to have a Christ-centred 
education. In Manitoba you have more 
Mennonite settled areas. The teachers 
might be Mennonite and Christians, 
the bus driver a Christian. Here, when 
we release a child and ,he goes with a 
bus driver who is not the best in
fluence, or he hears music that is not a 
good influence, this prevails through
out the whole school day. Instead of 
learning from God's word the child 
might turn against it." 

Why did he leave Mexico? "Well 
that's a loaded question. For one thing 
it was hard for a young couple to make 
a living with land being so scarce. We 
also wanted our children to attend a 
better school than ours in Mexico. 
Then, too, my wife was becoming 

via Wardair747 

Ruth Wiebe 

Anne Ratuski 

Lorna Berg 

Bonnie Minnik 

Darlene Keiler 

775-0271 



quite nervous with all the burglaries 
there. We were affiliated with the Old 
Colony Church then and that was not 
really in our interest, for I felt more 
progressive in my thinking. I would 
have been excommunicated if I had 
put rubber tires on my tractor and 
used government electricity. As soon 
as that happens you and your children 
are excluded from everything - all 
village activities, social, school, church. 
An excommunicated person is not 
supposed to be hired!" 

And this is regarded as eternal 
excommunication? "Yes", says Rempel, 
"they go by scripture where Jesus 
says that he is handing Peter the keys 
to lock or open heaven. My thinking 
was changed mainly because of the 
influence of the General Conference 
church where we attended church and 
Sunday school several times, though 
we were not supposed to. My parents 
were fairly progressive. They had a 
printing shop and a book store with 
lots of good Christian literature. All 
this helped me. My father a Vorsteher 
(leader) in the church, started to have 
daily Bible reading for which he was 
severely criticized as being too evan
gelical. As to going back to Mexico, I 
would go back only in order to help 
the people. I strongly support the new 
mission there." 

Driving onto the yard of the Ben 
Plett farm we noticed an average-sized 
bungalow - that can't be the Plett 
place, because they have nine children 
at home - that makes 11 people -
because there are no motels in the 
area; they had invited us to be their 
guests, something I soon learned that 
was not impossible. It was mid-morn
ing. Three or four girls appeared to be 
occupied in sweeping and tidying the 
house. Another half dozen were sorting 

..... Plett famDy at work 

Young Henry's 10th birthday 

potatoes in the shed beside the kitchen. 
The Pletts have only nine children 

living at home. Six are married and on 
their own. One son died in a truck 
accident in Mexico at age 19. At less 
than 50 years of age they are grand
parents to eight children. They emi
grated to Mexico with Plett's parents 
in 1948 as a young married couple. 
(Mrs. Plett's parents have moved to 
Paraguay.) They bought 50 acres of 

, land in Quellen Colony in Chihuahua. 
They did well here for they were able 
to buy one relative's farm after another 
when these left to go back to Canada. 
They were Klein Gemeinde in Mexico, 
but are now members of the MCF 
Chapel in Straton. 

Plett feels his parents made the 
right decision long ago when they sold 
their belongings and moved to Mexico. 
Their one stumbling block was "the 
worldly school system". Plett explains: 
"The objection to the English language 
was not so strong with my parents. 
But there were those who felt that 
only the German-speaking people were 
the spiritual ones." 

Some 70 families of the Old Colony 
Mennonites in Durango have moved to 
Ontario. Many of these live in Aylmer 
and Kitchener, some in Barwick and 
Rainy River. The former are employed 
chiefly as labourers in the tomato 
fields and canneries. "Weare all 
happy here", says Plett , "and there is 
no talk of going back to Mexico. As for 
the Mennonites still in Mexico, there 
will always be those who, because 
they are doing well, are happy and 
will stay there. They are the progres
sive ones who have big orchards and 
hammermill and box factories. Since 
they don't believe in jewelry, they 
can't go into the manufacture of the 
Mexican silver jewelry. We don't wear 
even a wedding ring because we don't 
need one and it's against our teaching. 
No, our women do not cut their hair or 
wear make-up. " 

Plett did very well in Mexico. He 
and his boys owned a feed mill. He 
worked as a developer, building up a 
more balanced feed for the cattle. 
Then, in 1968, Mexican peasants broke 
into their home, severely attacking 
Mr. Plett. This resulted in a temporary 
health problem which decided their 
move to Canada. Mrs. Plett tells us a 
little of life for women in Mexico. 
Their first five children were born at 
home with the help of MCC nurses. In 
1955 the Mennonites built a seven-bed 
hospital, or clinic, on the colony, 
chiefly for obstetrics. They seldom had 
a doctor's services. Nurses took care 
of the medical problems or they would 
send critical patients to the city. More 
Mexicans than Mennonites came to be 
treated. The church women had sewing 
circles. At Christmas they would distri
bute the garments they had sewed, 
blankets and food , among t he needy 
Mexicans. Both the Pletts taught Sun
day school classes among these people. 

We noticed something in the Plett 
household which impressed us because 
it was in sharp contrast to my own 
girlhood days. Clearly there is a lot of 
cooking done in a home with 11 people 
and two guests in it. Yet never once 
did the mother prompt the girls to get 
busy. They seemed to know instinc
tively when dinner should get started, 
and what to cook. The miracle as I saw 
it was that they also knew the quanti
ties. 

Their day begins early, with the 
entire family at the breakfast table. 
Hymn books are passed around and 
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hearty singing begins the worship 
service. Father then reads from the 
Bible in high-German, then follows a 
low-German prayer . Then, because it 
was Henry's 10th birthday, all sang 
Happy Birthday. At the end of a good 
days work we noticed excitement was 
running high among the teenagers of 
the family. I never saw such bustling 
about. Dishes fairly flew into the 
cupboards, for the young fry were 
going out this evening. "We are on our 
way to our young people's project. All 
of us are digging our plot of potatoes 
and we have to hurry now." Unquali
fied dedication to work. These are the 
sort of people who would be pretty 
wonderful to have near when trouble 
strikes. Are they justified in avoiding 
almost all contact with the world 
outside their own? Their church, their 
school, their family, friends , relatives 
- these supply all their needs. 

There is a group of Rhinelander of 
14 families living in Barwick, 30 miles 
from Rainy River. Their leader is Rev. 
Gerhard Krahn and their name origi
nated with the Rhinelander near 
Winkler. Krahn, originally from Sas
katchewan, was an Old Colony Menno
nite in Mexico and has joined the 
Rhinelanders here. They were doing 
very well on their 200-acre farm in 
Bachfeld, Chihuahua. They returned 
to Canada 20 years ago because of Mr. 
Krahn's health . Theirs was a colony of 
3,000 very conservative Old Colonists. 
At the time there were things that he 
might have wanted to change for 
comfort, but he would, of course, have 
been expelled from the church. He 
now has a very nice, large, comfort
able farm home just outside of Rainy 
River. It is fully equipped with electri
city. They own a car, truck, imple
ments - all with rubber tires, and as 
a bonus, a modern little organ for the 
pleasure of the family. They farm 
1,100 acres, 600 of which are under 
cultivation. This, says Krahn, is just 
enough to provide feed and pasture for 
his herd of 170 head of cattle which 
will increase to 250 by spring. Their 
garden is enormous. It would have to 
be, for besides other vegetables they 
put away about 100 pounds of dried 
white and golden beans every fall. 

Krahn is a quiet, comfortable, un
excited man. His wife seems to have 
patterned herself accordingly. They 
entertain their guests with unhurried 
courtesy while all around them 
daughters see to the duties indoors, 
the sons on the fields. Their truck 
brought in a load of ripe beans from 
the field and we women-folk sat at the 
kitchen table husking these beans (or 
whatever one does when one takes the 
beans from the shrivelled pod). My 
husband, thus charmed with the pic
ture we made sitting at our work, he 
rose to capture for posterity a picture 

of so idyllic a scene. Mr. Krahn lifted 
his hand gently and just as gently 
smiled and said: "No, that will not be 
necessary." And, very definitely, that 
was that. But then, we need no 
picture to remind us of that lovely 
hour around the Fesper Tisch. Slices 
of homemade bread and butter, peanut
butter, syrup and honey, and quite the 
most beautiful raspberry freezer jelly. 
My husband Peter was in his glory; 
"Just like when I was a kid - peanut 
butter and honey." The "I. girls had 

poured Papa's coffee too hot, so he 
poured it into his saucer, lifted it and 
contentedly sipped it that way. It had 
cooled his coffee and warmed my 
heart, for it reminded me of forgotten 
instances and practices far back in my 
childhood. While we husked, we 
talked: 

M.M.: Mrs. Krahn, was it a good 
life for you in Mexico or did you have 
to work too hard , what with such a 
large family? 

MRS. K.: It was good. But we had 

JIM McSWEENEY 
7:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

Better breakfasts begin with Jim 
McSweeney, Radio Southern Manitoba's 
Morning Minstrel. 

Enjoy Jim McSweeney mornings from 7:00 
to 9:30 - without adding a single calorie . 

You'll like his early morning wake-up music, 
and Jim keeps you posted on the time, 
weather conditions, and adds a liberal 
sprinkling of his own brand of Irish humor. 

Harv Kroeker and Ken Klassen provide the 
latest news and sports scores, and Earl 
Nightingale stops by each morning with 
"Our Changing World " at 8:25. 

Start your day with "Good Morning" from 
Jim McSweeney. 
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up to 10 cows to milk by hand. At the 
birth of our children we would fetch a 
midwife. It never bothered me; I was 
never sick, I never had any problems. 

At this the laughter fairly bubbled 
from her. Supportive peals of laughter 
came from the cheering section in the 
bleachers - in this case around the 
kitchen sink where a bevy of modest 
maidens was supposedly busy with. 
their various duties. I laughed in 
sympathy. 

M.M.:But did you not miss the fact 
that you had no electricity? 

MRS. K.: Hab ich kein mal dran 
gedacht. Wir wussten nicht besser 
und waren gluecklich wie es war. 
(Never thought of it. We didn't know 
anything better.) (Another general 
ripple of laughter.) 

M.M.: Did you learn to speak in 
Spanish there? 

MRS. K.: No, I can't learn the 
English here (she spoke only in German 
to me) and never did learn the Spanish 
there. 

Their daughter Katherine, now 30, 
sits pale and extremely fragile-looking 
in her wheelchair. She has had multiple 
sclerosis for quite a number of years. 
She seems a very important and well
loved person in the family circle. 
Conversation with her, in English, is a 
privilege. She reads avidly and would 
like to write. "Won't you write me 
something and send it, Katherine?" I 
asked. She smiles and that's all. She 
was 10 when her family left Mexico for 
Ontario. "They were good years for 
us." She has never felt that the 
restrictions were unreasonable, then 
nor here, now, when they are for
bidden jewelry, make-up, short hair, 
and TV, "It's not a matter of not being 
allowed to; I have no desire to." 

Krahn has been sending his children 
to the private school 30 miles away in 
Barwick for the past six years. He 
takes them down by car in the morn
ing, and returns to fetch them again in 
the late afternoon. A total of 120 miles 
a day, five days a week. He estimates 
it costs him $200 a month for gas. 
Then he pays $60 a month toward the 
teacher's salary. In Mexico in their 
school the children studied no Spanish, 
no English, only German. The Krahns 
remember with longing the warm 
climate there. You could work outdoors 
all the year round. Your cattle were 
always outside. But months like April 
and May were a little too hot. 

They mingled little, if at all, with 
people ouside their faith. "The New 
Testament teaches us this", says 
Krahn, "not that the others aren't just 
as good as we are. But its just like the 
birds; they don't mix with each other." 

M.M.: Are any of your children 
continuing their studies elsewhere? 

K.: Our sons and daughters stay on 
the farm. They can read and write and 

seem satisfied. Sure, we need nurSes 
and lawyers but the world also needs 
farmers and we want to be the oneS to 
feed the world. 

M.M. : Did your church group involve 
itself in any sort of mission work 
among the Mexicans at that time, or 
do you now? 

K.: No. Why should we bother 
them? Each group has their own. 

Mrs. Krahn's brother, David Neu
feld, from British Honduras, was at 
this time visiting these relatives. He 
spoke in low-German and my husband 
conversed with him. Neufeld came 
from a group of Mennonites that 
originated in Saskatchewan, moved to 
Mexico in 1923 and then, along with a 
few thousand other Mennonites, left to 
live in the British Honduras in the late 
1950s. There are three settlements of 
over one thousand Old Colony Menno
nites there now. They are involved in 
cattle-farming, some doing quite well. 
The most conservative of these are 
now making plans to emigrate to 
Bolivia. Apparently the Mennonites 
were not too fortunate in their choice 
of land in British Honduras. The land 
is rocky and heavy with bush. When 
they do get it cleared, it is not as 
productive as it might be. Strenuous 
work and hardship is the result. There 
is dissatisfaction for one reason or 
another among the ranks. That 
accounts for the recent emigrations. 

Krahn's parents left Saskatchewan 

long ago to seek more land. They 
sought military exemption for their 
children. They harboured a strong 
objection to the English language used 
in the schools. Now, after all these 
years, it would seem that the search 
has come to an end.mm 

THE GLASS MENAGERIE 
BY THEATRE GROUP 

The Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre 
announces that rehearsals are now in 
progress for its forthcoming produc
tion, Die Glasmenagerie (The Glass 
Menagerie), which will be presented in 
the German language. 

In this powerful and yet sensitive 
play, Tennessee Williams portrays the 
agony of a mother, whose husband has 
left her, attempting to do the best for 
her children, - a crippled, shy daugh
ter and a despairing son. 

Performances will take place at the. 
Playhouse Theatre on November 25 
and 26. 

Tickets are available from members 
of the Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre, 
the Cast and Crew, as well as:
Independent Furniture, 499 Notre 
Dame Ave.; Redekopp Lumber, 1126 
Henderson Highway; and Loewen 
Pianos, 2630 Portage Ave. 

JOHN FEHR INSURANCE 
1110 Henderson Hwy. 338-9389 

Fire· Homeowner· Autopac 
Reg. Hours : Mon.· Fri.· 8:30 · 5:30: Sat . · 9:00·1:00 

FEBRUARY AUTOPAC MONTH HOURS: 
Mon . . Fri. ·9.'00 · g·OO; Sat. ·9:00·5.'00 

Get Your 

AT JOHN FEHR AGENCY 
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Memories of summer after 
closing the cottage 

By Betty Dyck 

Click. As we clasp the padlock on 
our summer cottage, we bid adieu to 
the timeless existence of lakeside liv
ing. The remembrance of the summer 
sights, sounds, smells and sensations 
will see us through another year and 
cushion the daily pressures of reality. 

On the drive back to the city the 
silence in the car is conducive to day
dreaming. I remember brilliant sunsets 
shimmering on the water in the early 
evening and the last long fingers of 
light reaching skyward, delaying the 

,darkness. When all is black, the 
crescent moon slowly ascends in the 
star-filled sky reflecting a silver path 
across the rippling water. 

In between the countless sunrises 
and. sunsets a world of experiences 
hover expectantly, awaiting recall. 
Some memories are still so strong that 
they simmer close to the surface. I 
relax and let them boil. Most mornings 
I awakened to the clear. pensive 
whistle of the Canada bird (white
throated sparrow) - so called because 
of its song, interpreted as "I love dear 
Canada-Canada-Canada." Often, the 
gentle lapping of the waves on the 
sandy shore lulled me back into a half 
sleep, only to be rudely aroused by 
raucous crow. 

Long before the smell of bacon 
signalled breakfast, John often worked 
on the yard shovelling sand from a 
high spot to a lower one, or improving 
nature by moving a birch tree here 
and a pincherry there. One morning he 
planted an arc of evergreens that will 
give shelter in years to come - maybe 
for our grandchildren. 

After a leisurely breakfast of bacon 
and eggs, topped off with blueberry 
muffins and plenty of time over hot 
coffee, I see us in my mind's eye 
making plans for the day. . . . 

Today looks like a good day for a 
fishing trip to the adjoining lake. This 
means a short portage. We pack 
lightly. The mechanical purr of the 
motor is reassuring as we skim across 
the water to familiar fishing holes. We 
reach the second lake and anchor at 
our fishing spot. Lines go out. Soon 
the pull of a fish as it takes my lure 
adds excitement while Robert holds 
ready the net, and "whoosh" the fish is 

safely in the boat, neatly handled and 
strung on the stringer. Robert (who's 
not as squeamish as I) baits my hook 
with a squirming minnow and I sink 
my line once more. 

The sun shines down on us and we 
break open a cold drink all around. 
The stringer fills up and it is time for 
lunch. We beach the boat on a small 
island and sit under shady spruce 
trees on moss-covered rocks, scratchy 
and musty-smelling. Meanwhile, gulls 
circle anxiously awaiting the filleting 
of the fish so they, too, can have 
dinner. One fearless gull swoops down 
and lands near the boat, shrilly scold
ing us to hurry. 

And we do hurry because while we 
have been lunching, dark clouds have 
begun to climb into the clear sky. 
Filleting the fish is accomplished in 
record time and the remains are 
thrown to the hungry gulls. Thunder
heads spur us to a full scale race to the 
portage, our motor wide open and rain 

NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER: 

This is the seventh year of publica
tion for the Mennonite Mirror. In 
order to improve our rural coverage 
and our editing of the many manu
scripts we receive, several changes 
have been made in the Mennonite 
Mirror organization. Wilmer Penner of 
Landmark, Manitoba, has become an 
associate editor in charge of rural 
coverage and special feature articles. 
Writers from the rural areas of Mani
toba are asked to send their manu
scripts directly to: Wilmer Penner, 
Landmark, Man. Ruth Vogt is in 
charge of editing manuscripts from the 
Winnipeg area and from outside the 
province. Writers in these areas should 
send manuscripts direetly to her at: 
311 Brock St., Winnipeg, Man. Wilmer 
has taken a year's leave of absence 
from the University of Winnipeg in 
order to devote his time to farming 
and the Mennonite Mirror. Ruth has 
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jackets ready. The portage is reached 
and still no rain, so we load the boat 
onto the handy dolly and pull it 
overland to our lake. Quickly we 
launch the boat and speed home 
through the narrows, but the clouds 
let loose. Rain pelts down on the hoods 
of our rain jackets and trickles off our 
rubber pants. We are dry. The rain is 
warm and the lake relatively calm, so 
there is no worry. We arrive home 
with a good catch of pickerel and enjoy 
a fish fry for supper. 

The raised voices of the children in 
the backseat of the car and the sound 
of shuffling cards, momentarily dis
turbs my reverie. 

"What are you playing?" I ask. 
"Rummy." 
Cards, I lapse back into the past. On 

summer evenings when it was too wet 
for a bonfire, we played Canasta or 
Rummy. If the sky cleared we ended 
the day by sitting under the stars and 
tracking a satellite as it spun across 
the sky on its perpetual journey 
through space. And so to bed. 

Maybe tomorrow we would pick 
berries. We know just where· to go 
because at the beginning of summer 
we took exploratory drives down 
gravel roads to scout for blueberry 
patches, raspberry bushes and any
thing else we could use. We found a 
five gallon pail with a wooden handle 
- just what we needed for under the 
kitchen sink. 

Berry picking days are fun - the 
ping of pincherries in an empty pail as 

taught at Westgate Mennonite Colle
giate and Mennonite Brethren Colle
giate Institute for the past 10 years. 
She has taken a sabbatical and is 
devoting part of it to the Mennonite 
Mirror. Ed Unrau continues as general 
editor of the Mirror and is responsible 
as well for the appearance of the 
magazine and final editing. Roy Vogt 
retains primary responsibility for the 
publication and will be devoting some 
of his time to publication of books 
which Al Reimer is currently translat
ing and editing. We hope that these 
changes will result in further improve
ments in the Mirror and we welcome 
letters from readers which will help us 
to respond more fully to your wishes. 

Leona Penner and Bob Friesen have 
joined our business committee to im
prove our handling of advertising 
accounts in Winnipeg and in the rural 
areas. 



the first few berries echo on the 
bottom and then the satisfying plop of 
blueberries in a full pail as I top them 
off with large succulent specimens to 
impress fellow pickers. Later, the 
smell of raspberries bubbling in the 
jam pot plus the pleasure of red-filled 
jars that will be brought out during 
the winter when the tangy taste will 
remind us of the summer sun. 

Some days we worked on the cabin. 
Warm weather did not deter us. The 
lake is 60 feet from the front door and 
when we were too hot, we splashed 
into the cool, refreshing water. After 
relaxing for awhile we were ready to 
resume work. More like fun. Whether 
it be painting the outside of the 
cottage or attaching insulation inside 
before nailing on the plasterboard, 
there is no hurry. What does not get 
done one summer will be worked on 
the next. We are on a holiday, but 
even holidays can get boring if you 
accomplish nothing. 

No one minds doing without facilities 
we take for granted in the city. An 
outdoor biffy is sufficient and we wash 
up outside in cool water, using a 
community towel and basin set up on a 
porcelain-topped table, chipped with 
age. 

Kerr 
owned and 

managed since 

1887 

KERR'S 
FUNERAL 
CHAPEL 

120 ADELAIDE STREET • 
WINNIPEG 2, MANITOBA 
CHAPEl OFFICE 943-6688 

"Hey, dreamer, how about some 
coffee?" John's request brings me back' 
to the present. I see by the landmarks 
along the highway that we are halfway 
home. 

"Yeah, Mom," chime the children 
from the back seat, "crack the lid on 
the lunch box and let's eat. We're 
starved." 

We munch on tuna and celery sand
wiches in the car. I pour steaming 
coffee into the thermos cups and the 
children help themselves to lemonade. 
After lunch, I peel the cellophane off a 
cigar for John, then strike a match and 
hold the flame to the tip for him. It is 
quiet in the car. The smell of smoke 
reminds me of bonfires. I drift back to 
the beach in my thoughts .... 

The boys have carefully constructed 
a fireplace with a ring of solid stones 
and built a wooden teepee of kindling 
to start the fire inside the circle. A 
pile of freshly cut logs stands close by. 
We savor the taste of crunchy, burned 
wieners and sticky marshmallows 
cooked on the tips of sharpened 
branches. Then the children set fire to 
their sticks and wave them around 
writing red messages in the black 
night. John strums his ukulele and we 
sing campfire songs, then sit and, 
watch the dying embers - each har
bouring his own thoughts. A pail of 
water spilled on the fire sends a blue 
cloud of smoke spiralling into the air. 
A final hiss smothers the last coals. It 
is the signal to turn in. As we snuggle 
under our feather-filled comforter 
(made by Gramma), the ululating call 
of a lonely loon echoes over the lake 
and puts the finishing touch on another 
perfect day. 

We wake one morning to the sound 
of rain on the cabin roof. We laugh as 
we gaze up from the bed and see giant 
footprints on the unfinished ceiling 
where someone trod on the boards 
while they still lay outside on the 
ground. Rain does not bother us. Not 
even a summer storm. 

There is something wild and wonder
ful in the fury of nature when you are 
safely sheltered against her anger. 
Another day, the sky darkened, the 
wind whipped up whitecaps and the 
rain rushed across the water like a 
wall, obscuring the lakeshore within 
seconds. The tall spruce and pine trees 
swayed and groaned in the wind, the 
cottage trembled. Hail pelted against 
the plate glass windows. Thunder 
echoed all around us, Then quiet. The 
sun came out and the puddles of water 
quickly disappeared into the sandy 
soil. 

Click-click. Click-click. Drizzling rain 
runs down the windshield, the wipers 
working and the steady sound sum
mons me back to the present. City 
lights shimmering in the distance and 

, heavy traffic are signs that we are 
nearing our journey's end. mm 

URAL MENNONITE COLONY 
SUBJECT OF BOOK 

This book edited by Gerhard Hein 
and compiled by the publishing com
mittee' N.J. Neufeld, MD, Mrs. H.F. 
Klassen and Peter H. Mierau, MD, 
depicts the beginning, the great de
velopment and the final disintegration 
of the Ufa settlement near the Ural 
Mountains. 

The book is divided into two parts. 
The first shows the many facets of life in 
a new settlement in relation to the older 
Mennonite settlements in Russia with 
detailed maps to mark the location. 

There is a well developed treatise 
on the educational facilities that were 
provided, with great detail about the 
school for the poor. 

The growth of the churches through 
the coming of more and more settlers 
is depicted. The educational system is 
illustrated with many photographs of 
teachers and pupils. For professional 
training the students had to leave 
home; there were quite a few who 
were sent out to get their post high 
school training as doctors and teachers. 

The agricultural life of the area was 
of great importance. After the farming 
was well established, the time was 
ripe for business and professional 
people to expand. They were engaged 
also in manufacturing. 

The zeal for the Lord's work was not 
confined to their own people, their 
work spread out to the neighboring 
Russian villages with preaching and 
other programms. 

The revolution led to great changes 
in the settlement. When the doors 
opened a great immigration to Canada 
and Mexico set in. To commemorate 
this event the 50th Anniversary was 
celebrated at Clearbrook in July 1975. 

Because of the great interest in the 
articles read at the reunion· it was 
decided to publish this book in German. 
There is a list of names of former 
residents and their addresses in the 
second part of book. 

Since this is one way of finding 
"roots" for which so many are search
ing, it should be of great interest to 
the descendants and their friends. 

The book has been translated into 
English for the benefit of the younger 
generation and others who do not read 
German. Mrs. Mary Enns' skillful trans
lation contributes greatly to the value 
of the book. The excellent photographs 
profusely illustrating the book add 
interest for everybody, since the dress 
styles, types of architecture and modes 
of tilling the soil are clearly shown. 

The book has 172 pages; the cost is 
$7.00 and can be ordered from Mrs. 
H.F. Klassen, 54 Noble Ave., Winni
peg, Man. R2L OJ4. 
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The Canadian Odyssey ! 
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A new, permanent 
exhibition of the 
National Museum 
of Man, Ottawa 
With "Everyman's Heritage--The Canadian 
Odyssey", the National Museum of Man has 
taken an unusual and exciting approach in 
demonstrating, explain ing and preserving our 
rich Canadian cultural heritage. 

This unique exhibit depicts in fictional 
terms the story of "Everyman" who is so 
typical of so many Canadians. His life, his 
background and experience are depicted in 
the context of him starting. a new life in 
a new land. --

Through the understanding of "Everyman" all 
Canadians should become more acutely aware 

of the rich and diverse cultures which are 
our rightful inheritance. 

The theme of this exhibit underscores 
the central, human and important under
pinnings of human experience which 
should enhance and broaden our apprecia
tion of our diverse and rich heritage. 

The story of "Everyman" continues to 
unfold in each of our lives- we are 
its authors. 

Come to enjoy our cultural diversity 
which is "Everyman's" Heritage
The Canadian Odyssey". 

The National Museum of Man 
The National Museums of Canada 

I + I Hon. Norman Calik L'hon. Norman Calik 
Minister of State Ministre d'Etat 
Multiculturalism Multiculturalisme 

muItic~ 
unity in diversity 
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"Onkel Pries deserves his 
title 

By G.K. Epp 

In days past Mennonites did not 
care much about academic titles, but 
they had titles which they bestowed 
on those that were respected in the 
community. Probably they were not 
even aware of it, but they used titles 
nevertheless. Nobody would normally 
speak about Isaak Dyck or Peter Ens, 
if they held a position in the "Lehr
stand" they were "Aeltester Isaak 
Dyck" and "Prediger Peter Ens". 
There were also other titles which we 
attached to the names of respected 
people in the community. The wise 
men (never young men) whose advice 
the community appreciated, were 
'Ohms', but more commonly addressed 
as 'Onkels' because it was not in good 
taste to address somebody as 'Ohm' if 
you had not yet a ·Schnurrboat'. Yes, 
and those titles were not just cold 
letters attached to somebody's name
'Onkel' was an expression of the 
speaker's respect and love for an older 
brother in the community. 

There are still many Onkels around 
today who deserve our respectful 
treatment and the Mirror has taken it 
upon itself to acquaint us with some of 
these ·Onkels'. Today I would like to 
introduce to you , Onkel Pries. 

Rev. Jakob Pries and his wife, 
Agatha, both were born in Russia, in 
1901. They reside in Winnipeg, Mani
toba, today, and are well known to the 
older generation. Ever since the Pries 
family moved to Canada, in 1962, 
Reverend Pries has made it his busi
ness to visit the sick, the old, and the 
lonely. He is well known to the 
residents of Bethania, where you can 
see him every Friday of the week. He 
preaches in German and Ukranian, 
and although he does not speak 
English, English patients like the 
friendly Mennonite preacher who 
communicates in the God-given lan
guage-love. Jakob and Anna Pries, 
who are they? 

Their story began in Rosenort, 
Russia. For Soviet citizens they were 
leading a fairly normal life, with their 
share of fear and other problems. But 
then came the Second World War. The 
German army overran the Mennonite 
colonies on the Cnieper. Churches 
were again free to open their doors, 
but, there were no preachers, and 
Jakob Pries was nominated for election 
to the ministry. "I d~dn't get much 

J ..... aM Aptha Pries 

sleep that night", Rev. Pries recalls, 
"but then, in the darkness, I heard the 
quiet voice of Agatha: "Remember 
Jonah". And Jakob accepted the call to 
preach the Gospel and to practice 
Christ's way of life. 

What about the family's wartime 
experiences?-Yes, there were many 
unforgettable experiences, but one 
especially will never be forgotten. At 
the end of the war the Pries family 
found itself in Soviet occupied terri
tory. Early in 1946 the threat of 
"repatriation" to the Soviet Union 
became very real~ Thus, Jakob and 
Agatha ; Pries decided to save their 
children by crossing the demarcation 
line to American occupied Bavaria. 
They took the train without the 
necessary permit and trembled. At the 
border checking point they were 
thrown out of the train, but leaving all 
their belongings behind they made 
their way back into the westbound 
train. Did anybody help them? Yes, 
there were several people they will 
never forget. Two German soldiers 
who had just been released risked 
being sent back to the feared PW 
camp when they helped the family to 
save some of their belongings .(one of 
these men was arrested ... ). There 
was also a woman who had been freed 
from one of Hitler's concentration 
camps. She stepped in to help the 
family cross the border to the West. 
And there was "Onkel Otto". Onkel 
Otto?-"Yes, we didn't know any of 
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the people and we had no time to ask 
for their names, but everybody called 
this man 'Onkel Otto'. He was one of 
those who cared about others, and he 
was our saviour that day." When the 
American officer in charge of the 
checkpoint had just given orders to 
take the family back to Soviet con
trolled territory, Onkel Otto inter
vened: "I am responsible for these 
people, they are with me, I am an 
American citizen". They were released 
and when they arrived at the next 
station, Onkel Otto had documents for 
them. He obtained the permits which 
enabled them to continue their journey 
to freedom. "Yes, in times of crises 
God provided for us in a wonderful 
way". 

As soon as the family had found a 
roof, in Burg Weinting, West Germany, 
Jakob Pries volunteered to work for 
"Hilfswerk Christenpflicht". Together 
with another preacher, Kornelius 
Penner, he travelled to find and com
fort scattered sheep of the Mennonite 
flock. 

In 1947 the Pries family was among 
the first refugees to leave war torn 
Europe. On February 1, 1947 they 
boarded an old Dutch liner, The 
Volendam, and headed for an unknown 
future in South America. In September 
1947 they arrived at Mbopicua, an 
unmapped spot on the Paraguay River. 
Soon Mbopicua became the first Men
nonite-owned port and around it de
veloped a new Mennonite settlement, 
Volendam. In December 1947, Rev. 
Jakob Pries and Rev. Hans Epp were 
ordained for the ministry in the new 
colony. This was not an easy task for 
two men. "Yet, God provided us with 
courage and wisdom to do his work". 
When Rev. Hans Epp retired, in 1954, 
Jakob Pries had to take over the 
leadership position in Volendam's 
General Conference church. For seven 
years he carried the heavy burden of 
responsibility. In 1962, Rev. and Mrs. 
Pries decided to follow their children 
to Canada, where they joined the Roch 
Church in Winnipeg. In .. 1963 they 
helped to found the Springfield Heights 
Mennonite Church, where Rev. Pries 
still is an active member of the 
"Lehrstand". Although he has retired 
from regular preaching duties, his 
service to the Church of Christ has 
never been interrupted. Jakob and 
Anna Pries believe that discipleship 
knows of no holidays .mm 

TRUTH IN COURT 
Friend: "How did you make out in 

court?" 
Witness: "I wanted to tell the truth, 

but every time 1 tried some lawyer 
objected." 



Otto's ordeal: how not 
to eat a hot Zwieback 

By Ken Reddig 

Otto Hiebert was raised on the 
, prairies of southern Manitoba. His life, 

an inspiration to many, has become 
the ultimate example to industrious 
people on how to avoid work and still 
have the appearance of being a good 
Mennonite. 

According to his mother, Otto's 
career began at an early age. In a 
recent interview she explained his 
first traumatic encounter with that 
symbol of hard work and industrious
ness, the Zwieback. 

It was a cold. hlustery November 
Saturday. As usual Mrs. Hiebert had 
been up before dawn stoking the fire 
and baking the next weeks supply of 
buns, bread, pies and Zwieback. 

Little Otto was sitting in his home
made high chair next to the kitchen 
table. He was having a wonderful time 
chewing and playing with his Katah 
Teat. Mrs. Hiebert had just taken the 
first pan of Zwieback from the oven, 
The heavenly aroma drifted through 
the air and caused the older children, 
cleaning the living room and bedrooms, 
to lick their lips in aniticipation. The 
steam from the oven added an extra 
layer of frost to the already heavily 
coated windows. 

With quick, deft movements Mrs. 
Hiebert painted the tops of the Zwie
back with light strokes of melted 
butter. For an instant the butter 
would sizzle on the Zwieback tops and 
then gently soak into the crisp crusts. 
Mrs. Hiebert smiled to herself. She 
was proud of her extra touch. The idea 
had been her own and the family 
loyally told her that her Zwieback 
tasted the best - never mind the 
truth. 

Having buttered all the Zwieback 
tops she bent down, and· using the 
corner of her apron as a "hot pad" she 
picked up the pan and carried it to the 
kitchen table. There, on several large 
brown paper bags, carefully cut to 
make wide sheets of paper, she set 
each Zwieback so they could cool. 

All had gone well for her this 
particular morning. She was well ahead 
of schedule. 

But, at that very moment, two 
important things happened. The first, 
thank God, was the arrival of her 
husband from the pig barn. His en
trance into the kitchen mixed a familiar 
outdoors smell with the heady aroma 

of fresh baked Zwieback. The second 
important thing was Otto. 

While Mrs. Hiebert turned her loving 
face towards her husband, Otto had 
his first encounter with a hot Zwie
back. In one of the fastest moves of his 
life he grabbed a hM Zwieback, tore 
off the top bun, and popped that 
smaller portion· into his overly large 
mouth and attempted a quick swallow. 

A hush settled over the kitchen in 
that moment. Mr. Hiebert, used to 
watching pigs, had noted the swift 
movement of his young son. His look 
of horror and sudden lunge towards 
his son caused Mrs. Hiebert to clutch 
her ample bosom. 

At that moment no one realized the 
enormity of the mistake just made, as 
young Otto. In his later life he would 
recall three major feelings, the first 
two being the searing pain in his 
hands and in his mouth from the hot 
Zwieback, the third being the rein
forced lump in his throat which was 
stopping all intake and outflow of air 
from his rotound little chest. 

In a matter of seconds a dark red 
color came to his face. This was soon 
replaced by a deeper purple. Fifty 
heart-rending screams were trying to 
get past the Zwieback but could not. 
At the same time, large gulps of air 
were trying to get back in to make up 
for oxygen being expended by wildly 
thrasing arms and legs. 

Mr. Hiebert, the expert pig farmer, 
took in all the symptoms in a quick 
glance. In three hasty, but unfortu
nately muddy steps he lunged across 
the heavily waxed floor to the side of 
his ailing son. The combination of 
frosty mud on wax did precisely what 
it was suppo~ed to as Mr. Hiebert's 
feet found no traction to carry his 
lunge in the proper direction. His feet 
out of control, his hands helplessly 
spread before him, he dove headlong 
into the high chair. With a resounding 
crack, his forehead met the front leg of 
the chair, sending it and its occupant 
skidding backwards across the kitchen 
floor. Otto's initial fear regarding the 
bun lodged in his throat was now com
pounded by the additional fear of 
further help from his father. 

"Oh, no!" exclaimed Mrs. Hiebert: 
"You've made a mess on my clean 
floor." 

Picking himself up from the floor, 
rubbing his forehead briefly to check 

for blood, Mr. Hiebert scowled at his 
wife. His look brought home to her the 
reality of the situation. 

Redeeming herself quickly she 
screamed as loudly as she dared on 
Saturday morning, "Oh, my baby Otto!" 
and then ran to his side. 

Mr. Hiebert bent over the horrified 
but still silent child. "Open your 
mouth!" he shouted. There was no 
obvious reason for him to have said 
that since his peering eyes were 
staring squarely into the gaping, gag
ging. toothless opening. 

Having no other choice, Otto, con
tinuing to struggle, looked with plead
ing concern into his fathers face. 

"Hit him on the back!" Mrs. Hiebert 
yelled. 

Mr. Hiebert responded with an in
voluntary quick slap on the back. It 
was his usual slap that would have 
sent any insubordinate pig into his 
proper stall. 

But the slap had a reverse reaction 
on Otto. Instead of spitting out the 
Zwieback bun the intense pain in his 
back triggered a reserve of energy in 
the boy to attempt a massive intake of 
air which only sank the bun deeper 
into his throat. 

"Hit him again!" Mrs. Hiebert 
shrieked. 

But from his long experience on the 
farm Mr. Hiebert knew that at certain 
times additional help only complicates 
rather than rectifies a problem. 

"Get me a knife," Mr. Hiebert yelled. 
"No!" Mrs. Hiebert screamed, "You 

can't operate on my baby!" 
"A table knife!" Mr. Hiebert thun

dered at his wife, "One with no sharp 
edge." 

Mrs. Hiebert got up from her knees, 
hurried to the kitchen and brought the 
required implement. 

Mr. Hiebert grabbed his son's head 
firmly in his left arm and with the 
right hand holding the knife he 
attempted to pry the bun out of Otto's 
throat. All was to no avail. However, 
his efforts had one unnoticed conse
quence. With each pry Mr. Hiebert 
opened a small passage, permitting 
enough air to enter allowing Otto to 
continue his vigorous thrashing about. 

Thinking he was acomplishing noth
ing Mr. Hiebert withdrew the knife. 
What should he do? They had very 
little time left to help miserable Otto. 

"The corkscrew," someone whis
pered. Mr. Hiebert turned to see all 
seven of his daughters staring wide
eyed at the scene. 

"Who said that? How did you know 
we have a corkscrew?" Mr. Hiebert 
thundered. The girls all bowed their 
heads, knowing they had mentioned 
the unmentionable. 

"Mom, get the corkscrew," Mr. Hie
bert yelled. She quickly ran to the 
kitchen, moved the bread box from the 
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wall, reached behind and pulled out a 
corkscrew with large imprinted letters, 
"ABLE OIL CO. PH. 32." 

It was a beautiful corkscrew with 
one end being the screw part and the 
other end being a Mennonite "oil can 
opener". 

Mrs. Hiebert handed the corkscrew 
to Mr. Hiebert. 

Now everyone knew one thing about 
Mother's Zwieback. Though the family 
raved about their taste and praised 
her melted butter topping, the Zwie
back had that extra firm quality about 
them that made them a meal in them
selves. This probably was why Otto 
was having such a difficult t ime swal
lowing the top bun. 

Into such Zwieback a corkscrew 
would find firm grip . Holding Otto's 
head firmly with his left arm Mr. 
Hiebert carefully inserted the screw 
into Otto's mouth. Slowly he twisted it 
into the bun. 

No one really knows what happened 
next. Mr. Hiebert claims it was an act 
of God. Mrs. Hiebert says the screw 
tickled Otto's throat. The girls suspect 
that the bits of straw and other earthy 
material on Mr. Hieberts hands tickled 
Otto's nose. 

Whatever the case, in a sudden 
violent movement, Otto half sneezed 
and half coughed in one tremendous 
effort. With a loud "Pop" the bun, 
carrying the corkscrew, shot from Mr. 
Hieberts hand, narrowly missed their 
oldest daughter, and struck dead center 
the left eye of Uncle Henry's picture 
hanging on the other side of the room. 

Mrs. Hiebert gasped, "No, not Uncle 
Henry's picture. Everyone turned and 
looked. Yes, there quivering on the 
wall was the corkscrew, oil-ean-opener 
point first dead center in Uncle Henry's 
left eye. 

Otto, after several long awaited 
gasps for fresh air, began to howl. 
"Mama, Mama, I want Zwieback!" 

Mrs. Hiebert bent over her howling 
little one. "There, there," she soothed, 
"Mama will give you Zwieback, but 
you really scared us." 

Mr. Hiebert breathed a sigp. of relief 
and walked to the picture of Uncle 
Henry. Carefully he extracted the 
corkscrew. With his large dirty fingers 
he tried to smoothe the gaping hole in 
Uncle Henry's left eye. 

From that day on, whenever anyone 
looked at Uncle Henry's picture they 
were reminded ot Ottos' first encounter 
with Zwieback. And Otto grew up , 
feeling guilty about his early youth . 
He later tended to blame his mother's 
Zwieback for his near death. Mr. 
Hiebert, on the other hand, refused to 
allow his children to eat their mother's 
Zwieback without first softening them 
in milk or hot coffee. Tradition tells us 
that this is why, even today, Menno
nites of Southern Manitoba still dunk 
their Zwieback before eating them.mm 

DIE GLASMENAGERIE 

Das Winnipeg Mennonite 
Theatre gibt bekannt, dass 
U ebungen fuer das naechste Bueh
nenstueck, Die Glasmenagerie, 
jetzt im Gange sind. 

In dies em wichtigen, dennoch 
zartfuehligen Drama, zeigt uns 
Tennessee Williams • . 

Die Auffuehrungen werden im 
Playhouse Theatre am 25. und 
26. November stattfinden. 

Eintrittskarten sind vom Nit
gliedern des Winnipeg Mennonite 
Theatre, Mitspielern, sowie fol
genden Firmen zu erhalten:
Independent Furniture, 499 Notre 
Dame; Redekopp Lumber, 1126 
Henderson; und Loewen Pianos, 
2630 Portage. 

THE BIBLE HOUSE 
308 Kennedy St., Wpg. 

942·3949 

Looking for a 
Beautiful Christmas Gift? 

Family Bibles $12.50 
White Padded 

Holman NASB Bible 
Bonded Leather 
#f4125c Black & Red only 
(Regular Price 518.75, 

now $12.75). 
NASB #fR4328-XFC Red and Blue 
(Regular Price 532.95, 

now $21.95 
Christmas Cards 1 box 8ge 

(14 per box) 5 boxes $4.00 

BUHLE PAINTING & DECORATING CO. LTD. 

42 Speers Road 

Winnipeg, Man. 

Commercial - Residential 

New 

Main ten an ce-Free 

Windows -

Manufactured and distributed by 

WIN CO INDUSTRIES LTD. 

851 Lagimodiere Blvd. 

Bay 3 - 6 North, 
Winnipeg, Man. 

For free estimates write or phone 233·8344 
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gleitet, festgehalten werden. Und: 
Billig im Westen erstandene Ru
bel in die Sowjetunion einzufueh
ren ist selbstverstaendlich aufs 
strengste verboten. 

Jeans sind Kapital 

Geschaefte sind offenbar den
noch moeglich und an der Tages
ordnung. Ein Pole beispielsweise, 
der nicht zum erstenmal in der 
Sowjetunion zu Besuch war und 
vorher mehrere Monate in der 
Bundesrepublik gearbeitet hatte, 
erzaehlte an der Bar des Intourist
Hotels Iveria in Tiflis, dass er 
fast seinen gesamten Reisekoffer
inhalt in wenigen Tagen verkauft 
haette. Erloes: ueber 1100 Rubel. 
Auf die Frage, was er denn mit 
dem Russen-Geld anfangen wolle, 
antwortete er so: "Ich kaufe da
fuer Goldschmuck, der ist hier 
billig. " 

Vor Fehlschluessen wird ge
wamt: Wenn in der Sowjetunion 
eine Russin Ihre Jeans anfasst 
und Unverstaendliches dabei mur
melt, will sie nicht, was Sie 
denken. Sie will Ihre Jeans kau
fen. 

Selbst auf dem belebten Rusta
veli Prospekt, einer der Haupt
verkehrsadern der Millionenstadt 
Tiflis im femen Georgien, kennt 
die Begeisterung der Sowjetbuer
ger fuer . westliche Kleidungs
stuecke keine Grenzen. Kapitali
stische Touristen in Jeans werden 
todsicher von meist jungen Geori
giem angesprochen und aufgefor
dert, ihre Hosen zu verkaufen. 
Siebzig Rubel fuer guterhaltene 
Stuecke werden ohne lange Ver
handlungen sofort offeriert, das 
ist immerhin mehr als ein Drittel 
yom durchschnittlichen Monats
lohn. 

Der Grund: Jeans aus West
Produktion, am besten US-made, 
gelten bei jungen Sowjets als 
uniibertroffenes Statussymbol. 
Fuer Jeans-Anzuege werden sogar 
130 Rubel geboten. Allerdings: 
Fuer Verwaschenes, hierzulande 
schon seit langem bedeutend teu
rer als tiefblaue Hosen, muessen 
kraeftige Abschlaege in Kauf ge
nommen werden. Die Russen ha
ben diese Modeentwicklung noch 
nicht mitgekriegt. 

Doch was nuetzen einem Touri
sten aus der Bundesrepublik die 
vielen Rubel? Ausfuehren darf er 
sie nicht, und - es lohnt auch 
gar nicht: Denn nur ganze 68 
Pfennig ist ein russischer Rubel 

nach unseren kapitalistischen Re
geln wert. 

Nach diesem Kurs normalisie
ren sich auch die Strassen-Preise 
fuer Jeans in Tiflis: 70 Rubel sind 
dann weniger als 50 Mark, so viell 
muss man schliesslich auch ; in der 
Hamburger Moenckebergstrasse 
lockermachen. 

In den amtlichen Wechselstu
ben der Sowjets kann man fuer 
einen Rubel immerhin den amt
lichen Kurs von mehr als drei 
Markerzielen. Nur: Man darf 
nicht mehr Rubel zuruecktau
schen, als man zuvor gegen Mark 
eingewechselt hat. AIle offiziellen 
Wechselgeschaefte muessen auf 
einem Formu1ar, das einen von 
der Einreise bis zur Ausreise be-

Seine Drinks an der Bar, wo er 
solche Tips zum besten gab, 
konnte der Pole allerdings nicht 
selbst bezahlen. Denn er sass in 
der "Devisen-Bar", wie es sie 
neben der "Rubel-Bar", in jedem 
Touristen-Hotel der Sowjetunion 
gibt. Westliche Original-Spirituo
sen, woanders gar nicht erhaeltlich 
muessen hier mit harten Devisen 
beglichen werden. Wer keine hat 
und dennoch schottischen Whisky 
trinken will, muss sich einladen 
lassen. 

(Dieser Artikel ist der Wochen
zeitung, Die Zeit, yom 19. Aug. 
1977, entnommen.) 

Das Interview 

Von U. Woelcke 

"Rick - willst du beruehmt 
werden?" 

Die scherzende Stimme unseres 
P.R.* Mannes, Ken, war unver
kennbar auch am Telefon. Nichts
ahnend gehe ich auf den Scherz 
ein: "Ich dachte ich war es schon, 
aber je beruehmter je besser." 
"Gut ... " mir war's als ob der 
Witzbold ein Lachen unterdrueck
te, "du darfst dich am 24.8. urn 
11:45 Uhr bei CKND-T.V. ein
stellen. Die wollen etwas ueber 
unsere Sommerlager wissen und 
werden dich an ihrer "Town 'n 
Country'" Sendung interviewen. 
Ich schicke dir noch die Einzel-

heiten." 
Klick - bevor ich was sagen 

konnte hatte er abgehaengt. Ich 
war mir durchaus nicht klar, dass 
mir so sehr nach Ruhm geluestete 
wie ich es im Scherz dahingesagt 
hatte. Je mehr ich darueber nach
dachte, je zweifelhafter wurde mir 
zumute. 

"Ich vor der Femsehkame
ra. . . ??" das fehlt mir gerade 
noch. Ais ob man bei der Arbeit 
nicht genug zu verkraften hat. 
Sommerlager ... ? Nun, darueber 
wuesste ich ja einigermassen Be
scheid - letzten Endes ist das 
meine Verantwortung, Lager fuer 
Koeperbehinderte im Sommer zu 
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planen und in diH Wage zu leiten. 
Ja, dna waere gar nicht so schlecht 
dem Publikum etwas darueber zu 
erzaehlen ... Publikum - ? Wie
dersank mir das Herz. Publikum!! 
Das heisst Menschen - vielleieht 
hunderte oder gar tausende, die 
auf den Bildschirm starren und 
nur darauf achten, dass ieh mich 
verspreche. Wenn ich nun ver
sage . . . wenn ich nicht weiter 
weiss? Nein, kommt ja gar nicht 
in Frage! 1st ja eigentlich auch 
nicht meine Verantwortung! Das 
ist doch Kens Sache... der 
schmeisst doch den ganzen P.R.
Laden. 

2-5-4 ich waehle Kens Buero
nummer. Seine Sekretaerin be
dauert: "Ken? - 0, der hat 
gerade das Buero verlassen, um 
nach Brandon zu fahren. In zwei 
Tagen ist er wieder zurueck." Ja, 
sie wuesste ueber das Femseh
interview Bescheid und waere ge
rade dabei Kens N otizen fuer 
mich auszuarbeiten. 

Eine knappe Stunde spaeter 
weiss ich, dass mein Interviewer 
Mr. V. sein wird, dass seine 
Fragen sich auf unser diesjaehri
ges Sommerlager beziehen wer
den. Von besonderem Interesse 
duerfte die Lagerperiode sein in 
der koerperbehinderte und taub
stumme Kinder zusammenlebten. 
(Ein Experiment, das uebrigens 
sehr erfolgreich war.) 

Meine Panik legt sich und meine 
Stimmung wird zusehends bessel'. 
Das ist ein Thema ueber das ich 
Bescheid weiss! 

Als Ken von Brandon zurueck
kommt lasse ich ihn von meinen 
frueheren Zweifeln niehts wissen. 
Ich bereite mich VOl' so gut es 
geht. Statistiken, Daten, Budget 
usw. usw. 

Ich hatte schon zweimal Train
ing-Interviews mitgemacht, die 
dazu dienten zukuenftige Inter
viewer auszubilden und war ueber
zeugt, dass es dieses Mal so 
aehnlich zugehen wuerde: vor dem 
eigentlichen Interview unterhaelt 
man sich bei einer Tasse Kaffee 
mit dem Interviewer, um einen 
gewissen Eindruck voneinander 
zu gewinnen, um etwas zu ent
spannen, und um eine ungefaehre 
Idee ueber die Fragen zu erhalten, 
die gestellt werden koennten. 

Am 24.8. bin ich puenktlich um 
11:45 Uhr bei CKND. Eine freun· 
liche Sekretaerin erkundigt sich 
nach meinem N amen und bittet 

mich illr zu folgen. Vor einer 
dicken, wattierten Tuer halten 
wir an. "Studio 1" besagt das 
Zeichen, "Kein Eintritt bei rotem 
Licht". Da uns kein rotes Licht 
leuchtet, treten wir ein. Nun ist 
mir doch etwas komisch zumute. 
Mein Blick faellt auf zwei Arm
sessel, die einen kleinen run den 
Tisch flankieren. Vier oder fuenf 
grelle und heisse Lampen beleuch
ten Tisch und Sessel. Meine Be
gleiterin bietet mir einen Sessel 
an und fragt ob mir nach einer 
Tasse Kaffee waere. Ich nehme 
das Angebot gerne an, denn mein 
Mund ist reichlich trocken ge
worden. Inzwischen wurden die 
Scheinwerfer abgestelIt und ich 
erfreue mich meines Kaffees. 

"Herr V. wird gleich kommen." 
Damit entfernt sich die freund
liche Seele, und ich komme mir 
auf einmal recht verloren vor. 
Zwei Techniker fummeln mit Ka
beln und Fernsehkameras herum 
und sind offentsichtlich damit be
schaeftigt alIes fuer eine Sendung 
am anderen Ende des Studios 
fertigzumachen. Ich versuche ge· 
lassen und sogleich interessiert 
dreinzuschauen und wundere mich 
wo Mr. V. bleibt. 

Ich fange an mich mit den 
Technikern zu unterhalten, die 
sich als sehr freundliche, junge 
Menschen entpuppen. Sie haben 
beide einen zweijaehrigen Kursus 
beirn Red River Community Col
lege hinter sich (Creative Commu
nication), moegen ihre . Arbeit, 
fan den es aber nicht leicht eine 
Anstellung zu erhalten. 

Inzwischen zeigt die Uhr 11 :58 
- die Studiotuer fliegt auf und 
ein forscher, betont maennlich, 
sportlicher Typ stuermt herein 
und auf mich zu. Fester Haende
druck: "'V.' mein Name - tut 
mir schrecklich leid - bin aufge
halten worden." Eilt von mir 
hinweg zur anderen Seite des 
Studios, klemmt sich ein kleines 
Mikrophon an seinen Jacketauf
schlag, wartet auf das Signal des 
einen Technikers und faengt mit 
seiner Sendung an. Sieht so ein
fach aus; so mir nichts - dir 
nichts - wie aus dem Aermel ge· 
schuettelt. 12:15 Uhr ist er mit 
seiner Sendung fertig und waeh
rend die Reklame den Winnipe
gern was vormacht, wirft er sich 
neben mir in den anderen Sessel. 
Will meinen Namen buchstabiert 
haben und will wissen fuer welches 
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t'rogramm ich bei meiner 
"Agency" verantwortlich bill. 
Dann eroeffnet er mir, dass sich 
seine Fragen mit der Arb(~it der 
"Society for Crippled Children" 
befassen werden, mit ihren Zielen, 
dem Budget, den Menschen denen 
geholfen wird usw. usw. Vom 
Sommerlager erwaehnt er nichts. 
Wie er mal Luft holt mache ich 
ihn darauf aufmerksam, dass wir 
uns auch ueber Freizeitgestaltung 
so wie Sommerlager unterhalten 
koennten. Mir ist mittlerweile 
klargeworden dass dieser Bursche 
mir sein Interview diktiert! Der 
ist an einer gemeinsamen Ueber
einstimmung hinsichtlichThemen 
und Fragen nicht interessiert. 

Er springt auf: "Um 12:30 Uhr 
sind wir dran.' , Dann ist er 
wieder verschwunden. Ich sitze 
vor meinem leere Kaffeebecher 
und haette so gerne noch etwas 
getrunken, aber kein Angebot. 

Inzwischen hat ein zweiter An
sager am anderen Ende des Rau
mes Platz genommen, und nach 
weiteren 10 Minuten ist auch die 
Sendung beendet. Nun wird es 
Ernst - fuer mich jedenfalls. Die 
grelIen Lichter gehen wieder an, 
und die Technicker rich ten ihre 
Kameras auf mich und deuten 
mir an das kleine Mikrophon, das 
schon bereitlag, am Jacket zu 
befestigen. Von meinem "Host" 
keine Spur. Ich hoffe bereits, 
dass er wieder "aufgehalten" ist, 
aber wenige Sekunden vor 12:30 
Uhr geht die Studiotuer mit 
Schwung auf, mein Interviewer 
erscheint, setzt sich zurecht, 
strahlt sein Zahnpastelaecheln 
und auf's Signal geht's los .... 

Nach 4 Minuten ist alIes vorbeL 
Ich war nicht steckengeblieben, 
verspuerte keine Panik and durfte 
sogar zwei Fragen ueber's Som
merlager beantworten. Mr. V. 
bedankt sich kurz und zeigt auf 
die Studiotuer: "Sie koennen 
durch die Tuer das Studio wieder 
verlassen." Damit laesst er mich 
stehen und verschwindet. 

An der Studiotuer drehe ich 
mich noch emmal um und winke 
den Technikern ein "Auf Wieder· 
sehen" zu - sie winken freundlich 
zurueck.mm 

* P.R. Englisch fuer "Public Re
lations" - Verantwortlich fuer 
die Beziehungen der "Society 
for Crippled Children and 
Adults" zur Oeffentlichkeit. 



Beantragen Sie zum 
ersten Mal eine 
Soziale 
Versicherungsnummer? 
(Social Insurance 
Number) 

Sollte Ihre Karte 
verloren gegangen 
sein oder hat sich 
Ihre jetzige Anschrift 
veraendert, so 
hoeren Sie nicht 
darauf wie andere 
im vergangenen Jahr 
diese Situation 
gehandhabt haben. 

Zwei Sachen haben 
sich veraendert. 

W 0 Sie eine Soziale Versicherungsnummer 
beantragen koennen und was Sie bei einer 
Bewerbung benoetigen. Wo? Ihr zustaendiges 
Arbeitslosenversicherungsamt (UIC) . Was 
benoetigen Sie? Beweis Ihrer Identitaet. Sind 
Sie ein gebuertiger Kanadier, brauchen Sie 
eine orig!nalurkunde z.B. Geburtsurkunde 
oder den Taufschein von Quebec. 
Eingebuergerte Kanadier benoetigen ihre 

. Einbuergerungsurkunde. Fuer den 
Immigranten genuegen Pass und 
Einwanderungspapiere. Gueltig sind jedoch 
nur Originale oder beglaubigte Kopien. 
Urkunden nicht in englischer oder 
franzoesischer Sprache benoetigen eine 
beglaubigte Uebersetzung. 

Eine weitere Identifikation ist ebenfalls 
notwendig. Ein ofizieller Ausweis mit Ihrem 
Namen wie z.B .. Fuehrerschein oder 
Schulzeugnis genuegen. Photokopien sind 
ausreichend. 

Beantragungsformulare sind auf allen 
Postaemtern, UIC Bueros, Arbeits- (Canada 
Manpower Centres) und Steueraemtern 
(District Taxation Offices) erhaeltlich. Da 
diese wichtigen Papiere erforderlich sind 
moechten wir es vermeiden, dass selbige 
verloren oder verlegt werden. Deshalb bitten 
wir Sie, persoenlich bei Ihrem zustaendigen 
UIC Buero vorzusprechen. Siebeurkunden an 
Ort und Stelle, dass Sie die richtigen Papiere 
vorgewiesen haben. Sie werden Ihnen mit 
Ihrem Antrag behilflich sein und ihn nach 
Ottawa weiterbefoerdern. Sie koennen Ihre 
Papiere vorgewiesen haben. Sie werden Ihnen 
mit Ihrem Antrag behilflich sein und ihn nach 
Ottawa weiterbefoerdern. Sie koennen Ihre 
Papiere gleich wieder mit nach Hause nehmen. 
Ihre Soziale Versicherungsnummer wird Ihnen 
per Post zugeschickt. Das gleiche Verfahren 
trifft zu, wenn Sie eine verloren gegangene 
Soziale Versicherungskarte ersetzt haben 
wollen, ebenso in Faellen eines Namenwechsels 
oder anderen Veraenderungen. 

Koennen Sie nicht Ihr zustaendiges UIC 
Buero erreichen, gehen Sie zum Arbeitsamt. 
Sie koennen Ihr Gesuch auch direkt mit 
Originalurkunde oder beglaubigten 
Dokumenten nach Ottawa schicken. 

Ihre Identitaet zu bestaetigen ist der beste 
Weg sicher zu gehen, dass die Ihnen 
zustehende Soziale Versicherungsnummer bei 
der richtigen Person bleibt. Das ist hoechst 
wichtig, da es Ihre alleinige Nummer ist. 

Ihre Soziale Versicherungsnummer gehoert 
Ihnen und nur Ihnen alleine. 

1+ Government 
of Canada 

Gouvernement 
du Canada 

SOCIAL 
INSURANCE 

NUMBER 

CANADA 

+ 
NUMERO 
D:.<\SSURANCE 
SOCIALE 

123 456 789 
JOHN DOE 
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IHRE SOZIALE 

VERSICHERUNGS -
NUMMER 
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do you know / weetst uck waut 

Lorena Reimer of Steinbach, whose 
study takes in the field of religion and 
art, and Else Barg of Winnipeg, who is 
working on contemporary social ethics 
and Christo logy , were recently 
awarded Manitoba graduate fellow
ships. Both students are enrolled in a 
joint-M.A. program sponsored by the 
universities of Winnipeg and Manitoba, 
which this year has fourteen full-time 
and eleven part-time students. The 
undergraduate enrollment with the 
University of Manitoba department of 
religion increased by 10 percent this 
year to a total of about 610. The 
course "Luther and the Anabaptists" 
was offered for the first time this 
year. 

Ken Loewen, Gretna MCl's new 
principal, and MCI staff met for a 
work session at Moose Lake Mennonite 
Camp August 31 - September 2. Long 
hours were the order of the day as 
discussions relating to general and 
specific issues of the schol program 
took place. New staff members are 
Peter D. Zacharias, Peter Hildebrand 
and Waldo Thiessen - academic; Mi
chael and Annele Robertson - piano, 
music and residence; Margaret Lundin, 
Mary Dick and Mary Burns - cooks. 
Total student enrollment is 220. 

Mennonite Village Museum officials 
will try to obtain a special tax-exempt 
status for the grounds and buildings 
instead of requesting annually a tax 

forgiveness. MLA Bob Banman is to 
be asked to introduce a private mem
ber's bill before the legislature to pro
vide immunity from all future taxation. 

Dr. Kenneth G. Hanna, president of 
the Winnipeg Bible College and Theo
logical Seminary has just launched a 
three-year $1 million fund drive for 
capital development. Hanna says that 
the school needs to expand its facilities 
to accommodate recent growth. Since 
the school relocated in Otterburne the 
student enrollment has increased from 
75 to nearly 400. In addition,. the 
College expanded in 1972 to incorpo
rate Winnipeg Theological Seminary, 
a graduate division which this year 
will have over 75 in its degree pro
grams. Major items included in the 
Opportunity Fund are student resi
dence construction, academic develop
ment, campus development, and dining 
room expansion. Academic develop-

MEET THE SHELTER 
BUILDERS 

CONSTRUCTION - Specializing in construction of commercial and 
institutional projects in Western Canada; Custom Homes, Move Away 
Homes, Planning & Design services available. 

FARM SERVICES - Serving the farming community. Planning and 
erection of farm buildings, and equipment installations. 
"We service what we sell ." 

MATERIALS - Your .one stop shopping center for all your building 
supplies. 

SOUTH EAST FOREST PRODUCTS LTD. - Manufacturers of lumber. 
Our modern dry kiln insures customers the best product on the market. 

BUILD WITH CONFIDENCE 

. with 

A. K. PENNER & SONS LTD. 
Blumenort, Manitoba 

(5 miles North of Steinbach on P.T.H. #12) 

Steinbach 326-3478 PHONES Winnipeg 452-6118 
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ment will include the completion of the 
music centre and lecture theatre, li
brary resource development and in
structional equipment. Interested 
readers will be glad to hear that the 
College runs a six week summer 
course. There have been visiting 
lecturers such as Dr. Howard Marshall 
of the University of Aberdeen, Scot
land and Dr. Warren Benson from the 
Dallas Theological Seminary giving 
lectures during the summer sessions. 

'Prips' and bread for breakfast and 
bread and 'prips' for lunch was how 
pioneer Abram. Isaak, Gruenfeld, de
scribed the menus of 1874. But barley 
tea or cold 'prips' as a staple drink for 
a hot, humid Japanese summer is 
unknown to us. 'Old timers' from the 
war years will find it interesting to 
note that representatives from the 
Japanese Barley Tea Association visit
ed the Canadian Grain Commission 
recently. 'Prips' in Japan is brewed of 
the unground toasted, often shelled 
barley grains, and allowed to steep. It 
is then drunk cold. 

Dr. Henry Friesen, head of the 
department of physiology, University 
of Manitoba, won the Gairdner Inter
national Award for research involving 
a hormone called prolactin. He receives 
the $10,000 award in Toronto in early 
November being only the second Mani
toban to have earned this award for 
outstanding contribution to medical 
science. 

John Wiebe, newly appointed mana
ger of Fellowship Book Centre, 
managed two Mennonite Book Stores 
in Colombia, from 1969-1977. He also 
organized a bookmobile to visit towns 
throughout Colombia. 

MIleI, ,veIl into its new year, reports 
an enrollment of 410 students with a 
staff of 18 teachers. Hank Thiessen, 
formerly of MBCI staff, is spending 
this year in studies at Pacific College 
Seattle. He then begins his term as 
Principal of the Pan American Chris
tian College in Sao Paulo, Brazil . 
MBCI is featuring a Peace and Recon
ciliation Emphasis on Nov. 8, 9, 10. 
The November 10 8pm meeting is 
open to the public. Guest speaker is 
Dr. Frank Epp, president Conrad 
Grebel College, who will give an 
illustrated talk on "The Arab Israel 
Conflict." 



Mrs. Barker of Donwood Manor is 
looking for volunteers to assist the 
residents in handicrafts, baking and 
other adivities. Phone: H68-441O. 

Mclvol'MB Church celebrated its 
first anniversary and Thanksgiving 
Fest ival on October 9. Dr. J .A. Toews 
was the guest speaker , joined by 
Roland Wiens, missionary and church 
planter of Japan. 

Mime began its new year with 121 
full-time students. Additions to the 
faculty are: Carol Weaver who is in a 
doctoral program in music at the 
University of Indiana in Bloomington; 
Richard F}pp who is in a doctoral 
program in Canadian literature at the 
University of Alberta; Hugo Jantz, as 
campus chaplain . and liaison officer; 
and Dan Durksen of Brock University, 
Ontario. Launching the MBBC Recital 
series on September 30 was Carl 
Gerbrandt, of the faculty of Peabody 
Conservatory, Baltimore and minister 
of music at Fourth Presbyterian Church 
of Washington, D.C. He was accom
panied by Carol Weaver. The latter 
will be featured in the next MBBC 
recital on November 20 at 9 pm. 

Dr. P(lter J. Dyck, MCC (Akron) 
was the featured speaker at the after
noon, as well as at t he evening session 
at the "Dankfest del' Fluechtlinge" in 
the Springfield Heights Mennonite 
Church on October 23. "Berlin 
Express" will be shown in the evening. 

MCC Women's Conference takes 
place October 15 at Elmwood MB 
Church. 

Both MeC (Manitoba) probation 
hostels in Winnipeg are once again in 
operation. David and Carol Frechette 
are the new staff members at 900 
Grosvenor. Ernie Toews and Jake 
Friesen were recently appointed to 
the hostel at 123 Lenore. The 
Frechettes are a young couple from La 
Broquerie and have two children, Joel 
and Chantelle. Friesen comes from 

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
ENROLLMENTS 

Elim Bible School, Altona 

CMBC 

Gretna, MCI 
Steinbach Bible Inst. - High School 

Bible School 
Westgate Collegiate Inst. 
Winnipeg Bible College 

Seminary 

MBBC 

MB Collegiate 1st. 
Winkler Bible Inst. 

Mennville, Manitoba and Toews from 
Steinbach. The ten MCC Thrift Shops 
in Manitoba contributed 17 percent of 
the total income of MCC (Manitoba) 
during the past eleven month period 
ending August 31, $99,828. 

For two years now MCC (Canada) 
has been interested in developing 
equipment and skills that assist Native 
people to process and package the wid 
rice they harvest. They built machines 
to parch and hull the rice and first 
tested them at the Grassy Narrows 
Indian Reserve, 60 miles north of 
Kenora, Ontario. It is an annual cereal 
which, in several varieties, grows 
across much of the eastern part of 
North America. 

Martin Durksen, missionary radio 
broadcaster with Mennonite Brethren 
Communications, graduated from the 
University of Winnipeg at its fall 
convocation in October. Rev. Durksen 
started his degree in 1968 and has 
continued as a part-time student since 
then, majoring in German. According 
to his own records, Mr. Durksen has 
taught elementary schools for six 
years, worked as a missionary for 20 
years among South American Indians, 
and is a former instructor at the 
Steinbach Bible Institute. He served 
as director of the MCC in Argentina 
from 1950 to 1954 before coming to 
Canada in 1967. His German-language 
radio program, Familienandacht, is 
broadcast over CF AM. 

Norman Cafic, new minister for 
multiculturalism in the government of 
Canada addressed representatives of 
Manitoba's ethnic communities in 
Winnipeg on October 8. He said that 
one of his goals was to make sure that 
competent members of Canada's var
ious ethnic communities would be 
represented more fully on public 
bodies administered by the govern
ment. 

1977-78 1976·77 
42 full time 45 
10 part time 

111 full time 108 
55 part time 25 

220 186 
108 95 
63 65 

165 164 
250 full time 278 

16 part time 19 
29 full time 22 
36 part time 12 
121 full time 141 
134 part time 111 
410 389 
130 - 140 126 
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BiIcIeprd Tiessen, currently an in

structor in English at Wilfrid Laurier 
University and formerly of Winnipeg, 
has established a new publishing com
pany, Sand Hills Books, Inc. The first 
two publications are based on the 
selected work of two professional 
photographers. The first book explores 
the people of Waterloo county as 
depicted in photographs extending over 
years. The second book are pictures 
from the work of the late Peter 
Rempel, a studio photographer who 
worked both before and after the 
revolution in Russia. 

Westgate Mennonite Collegiate held 
its opening exercises in full Springfield 
Heights Mennonite Church. It is in its 
20th year, and many changes have 
taken place since its first opening. The 
academic, music, fine arts, and athletic 
programs have expanded; the enroll-

Your choice of 3 tours 

• 12 days - Dec. 27 to Jan. 7/78 
escort: Dr. B. Wiebe 

• 10 days - Feb. 26 to Mar. 8 
escort: Mr. C.J. Rempel 

• 17 days - Mar. 26 to Apr. 12 
escort: Dr. G.J. Lohrenz 

More details at: 

MENNO TRAVEL SERVICE 

851 Henderson , Winnipeg 
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ment has increased from 36 to 166; 
and the school is at its third location. 
The faith and commitment of the 
founders has caught on to become the 
faith and commitment of many. This 
commitment is evident not only in the 
enrollment, but also in the school's 
experiences in the Churches, as well 
as in the pledges of $600,000 that have 
been made towards the building pro
gram. The new addition (gymnasium, 
administrative centre, library. lounge. 
multi-purpose room, lunch room, and 
shop) is to be completed by August 
1978. 

TEXAS MENNONITES 
Mennonite immigrants near Semi

nole, Texas threatened with deporta
tion have received four months exten
sion from the U.S. to try to establish 
just cause for remaining there says 
Arthur Driedger, M.C.C. Canada staff 
person working with Kanadier con
cerns. The group of 80 families came 
from Mexico and Canada to grow 
cotton on the 6400 acres of purchased 
land. "Freedoms" desired were: to 
operate their own schools, military 

10 days to the 

Biblelands 
--- visiting -------

• Egypt, 

• Jordan and 
• Israel 

February 26 - March 8, 1978 

Tour leader: C. J. Rempel 

More details at 

Menno Travel Service 
851 Henderson Highway 
Winnipeg 
Phone (204) 334-4347 

exemption and immigration rights. 
The Mennonites from Mexico wanted 
to own land and bring about changes 
in the church. Those from Canada pre
ferred farming to factory work. The 
General Conference Mennonite Church 
has visited the community to give 
moral and spiritual support. The immi
grants are chiefly Old Colony Menno
nites; another group having gone to 
Boley, Oklahoma are of the Klein
gemeinde. 

WAKEHAM REUNION 

"Welcome Back to Wakeham "pro
claimed the banner at the old Wakeham 
Schoolgrounds on August 14, 1977. 
Wakeham is located about 15 miles 
south of Morden, Manitoba. Gathered 
for the reunion were about 500 people: 
present residents as well as former 
residents, students, teachers and 
friends. 

The day began with a worship 
service at 10:30 a.m. Rev. John Peters 
of Wakeham gave the message and 
Adeline and Linda Peters (nee Rempel) 
played their accordians just as they 
had done in the past. After a picnic 
lunch on the grounds, the crowd 
gathered again for the afternoon's 
program. It featured Jake Janzen as 
mc and a long time trustee, Mr. 
George Rempel, reading a history of 
the school. Wakeham S.D. #773 was 
established in 1893. The school was 
closed in 1974. 

The oldest former student present 
was 75 year old Mr. Isaac Penner of 
Winkler. The oldest living resident of 
Wakeham is Mrs. John Giesbrecht of 
Winkler. 

John R, Friesen, of Winnnipeg. former · 
Iy of Berlin. has accepted a call to become 
minister of the Home Street Mennonite 
Church in Winnipeg. He will likely take 
up his position in the New Year. John and 
his wife Marian were in charge of the 
Mennonite centre in West Berlin for 
many years. He is currently working on 
hi s doctoral thesis in theology. 

For al~ your home-sewing needs 
REMNANTS FABRICS 

By the Pound By the Yard 

PATTERNS THREADS ZIPPERS 

ECONOMY TEXTIL'E 
1021 Plclfic 

H.ad OffiCI 786·4081 
714 Wa" 1411 Mlln 
668·9741 582·3312 

11 Reg ... ' PlrI! 
T,"naeonI222·2540 

2011 H ... 
'''·I58S 
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1123 St. Mary'. "d. 
St. Vltat 253-5141 

\ 

Polnl , Oekenwllld 
Ft. Oarry 284-4717 

Coming events: 

Dec. 6, 7: Steinbach Bible Institute 
and community carol festival; at the 
school , at 7:30 p.m. 

Dec. 11: Steinbach Bible Institute 
Christmas concert, 7:30 p.m. 

Dec. 12: Concert with the Bowker 
Brothers, a duo-piano team from 
Edmonton, at 130 p.m. in the school 
gym. 

Nov. 12: 8:00 p.m. at the Winnipeg 
Playhouse Theatre. Mennonite Male 
Chorus of Winnipeg. Program of Ger
man Lieder etc. under direction of 
Bernie Neufeld of CMBC. Tickets at 
Eaton's A.T.O. 

Nov. 12: 10:00 a.m. Gretna MCI 
Annual Meeting. . 

Nov. 15: Five Tuesday evenings. 
People Helping - Eden Mental Health 
Centre, Winkler, Leader - Ernie 
Isaac. 

Nov. 116:30 p.m . at Camp Assini
boia - Elim Bible School Fund Raising 
Banquet with Elim choir singing. 
Tickets at $4.00 available at Confer
ence Mennonite churches and Manitoba 
Conference Offices on Pembina. 
Speaker - Gerhard Ens. 

Nov. 20: CMBC Sunday 4:00 p.m. 
College Chapel. Musical Vesper Serv
ice. Irma Harder - soprano, Esther 
Wiebe - harpsicord/ piano, 



· . . your word 

A HOLDEMAN RESPONDS 
TO THE REVIVAL STORY 
Dear Sir: 

The article about the Holdeman 
revival was timely and well-written. 
May I make some comments: 

I have been raised in the Holdeman 
tradition, and have been around since 
the first part of this century. I had an 
experience of forgiveness of sins at the 
age of about 10. Both my wife and I 
were baptized into the church in our 
youth. We got married in the church 
and reared our family in the same 
way. My wife and 1 have been Sunday 
school teachers or held some other 
position within the'church about every 
year until our retirement. Never in 
our lifetime has the thought occurred 
to us that we would look for a 
"spiritual home" elsewhere. We always 
were happy in the Lord and in the 
church. 

Our congregations are spread out 
from coast-to-coast and about the same 
distance north and south. When we 
speak of the church we would mean all 
the congregations within the confer
ence. It would be very unfair to begin 
to comment on the church as a whole 
and base these facts on what's happen
ing in a congregation or in a given 
area. By far the majority of the 
members of our church are sincere, 
faithful people, who want to be a 
witness for Christ, and to be a friend 
to men. However, in some regions 
people both inside and outside the 
church are beginning to question some 
motives. ' 

John's letters to the churches in 
Asia, as we find them in Revelation 
chapters two and three, gives us a 
good example of the variations in the 
state of the churches. The same would 
hold true today. 

In the first part of this century our 
church had bishops, who were usually 
older men with wide experience in 
church matters. They travelled much 
and kept themselves informed of the 
different problems. The important 
church work was done without their 
presence or consent. This system was 
didssolved in the 30s. Leading minis
ters were then chosen, but basically 
all ministers were on the same level. 
Yearly revival meetings were held, 
and there was an extensive exchange 
of ministers, both east and west and 
north and south, so as to keep the 
work~g of the church on a uniform 
basis~ 

This system worked well for a good 
many years. During this period the 
church witnessed its greatest growth, 
and its farthest mission outreach. If 

problems of general concern arose, a 
general conference was called and the 
d(lcisions were binding. 

Now let us turn to the regional 
level. Some regions took it upon them
selves to have regular staff meetings; 
others did not. A staff would mean the 
ministers and deacons of a given area, 
later their wives were also included. 
As time went on, these meetings 
became more and more the decision
making body of the church. Decisions 
would be made which would effect one 
congregation differently from another. 
Sometimes the congregations would 
be asked to approve them, at other 
times it would only be announced; at 
still other times nothing was said 
officially. Often the news got out 
under-handed, and if one was on the 
inside he would hear everything and 
others, again, nothing. This was the 
beginning of disorder on the regional 
level. As time went on the exchanges 
of revival ministers was curtailed. 
People of course travel and they knew 
very well how the church was run in 
Arizona or in Georgia. This brought 
about disunity. 

The regional staff, instead of waiting 
for a time when a conference could be 
called, took matters into its own 
hands, called a regional meeting and 
decided to take a firm grip upon the 
congregations and bring about the 
desired unity at all costs, thereby 
trying to cover up their own misdeeds. 

The teachings of Jesus regarding 
the functioning of the church, such as 
bearing one another's burden, or pre
ferring one in love, is no longer valid. 
Now, about 40 years after the last 
bishop, we have dictatorship; older 
members who can't say yes to every 
wish of the staff are either silenced or 
put out. This all goes under the named 
of "cleansing." 

Today the image of the "only true 
and visible church" is held extremely 
high; contrary to the belief of what 
Holdeman taught. Holdeman taught 
the "true visible church," which is 
scriptural, but he did not teach the 
"ONLY." 

God has had His people since the 
beginning of time and will keep them 
to the end. To believe that the great 
God who made heaven and earth, will 
now near the end of time become so 
small as to confine Himself to a 
handful of people, is a myth that only 
those who are bigotted and self-con
ceited will believe. 

To arise and teach that only those 
who believe this will be eternally 
saved, and all others will be lost, is 
nothing short of making our great God 
a liar. Because the Bible is full of 
promises, from cover to cover, verifies 
by the words: "that all that will accept 
Jesus and do His will shall be saved." 
The thief on the Cross is a vivid 
example (Luke 23:43). 

When ,Jesus was on trial before 
Pilate, the Jews said "we have a law, 
and by our law He ought to die," (John 
19:7). On what was this law based? 
Was it not fabricated in the minds of 
power and honor hungry men who 
would kill and destroy anything that 
could be a threat to. their position and 
prestige? Would not the same hold 
true today? . 

The author of the book The Holde
man People, C. Hiebert, observed 
some things worthy of mention. To 
bring it out in a few words leL us 
compare the church with our dwelling 
houses. We can examine a house ever 
so closely, yet all we see on the 
outside as well as on the inside is the 
finished part of it. It may look ever so 
nice, yet if there is not a solid 
framework, it will never stand up, yet 
this framework cannot be seen, neither 
does it get much attention from those 
who looked at the house. Does this not 
represent those members who in 
meekness would much rather suffer 
innocently, than have the last word? 
Jesus says in Matthew 6:18, "I will 
build my church." In these few words 
He refers twice to Himself. Are we 
then in truth builders or are we only 
helpers? Are these dedicated "helpers" 
not the framework which keeps the 
building intact? Whether the building 
will stand or fall, will it not depend on 
this group? 

In conclusion, all does not end well 
that begins well; neither does all end 
badly that begins badly. The life of 
Joseph is a case in point. In Acts 17:11 
it speaks of searchng the scriptures 
daily, this is exactly what has happened 
in all walks of life. Looking at it from 
this angle we can see God's hadn 
accomplishing that. whatever his will 
is. 

Mordecai said to Esther, "if thou 
wilt hold thy peace at this time, 
deliverance will come from another 
source, but thou and thy father's 
house will be destroyed." (Esther 
4:14) To all followers of Christ, the 
choice is ours: we can stand idly by 
and let the house be destroyed. The 
result will as we find it in Revelation 
3:17, and we will be standing wretched 
and miserable and poor and blind and 
naked. Or we can take up the chal
lenge, stand for the truth, and like 
many before us, who faced sword and 
fire and perils of every nature. Yet in 
all they proved themselves faithful to 
their Creator, proved to the world 
that they were more than conquerers 
through Christ their Lord, and that is 
all the God requires. 
Name withheld 
by request 
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our word ... 

BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS, 
FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE SONS OF GOD 

The armistice endiJIg the slaughter of the First World 
War was signed at about 5:10 a.m. on November 11, 1918, 
in a forest glade at Compiegne, a town some 30 miles north
west of Paris. 

Some hours later, 'at 11:00 a.m. "the 'cease-fire' was 
sounded on the front, this time for good. Blood had ceased 
to flow." 

The coincidence of the cease-fire at the eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of the eleventh month gave rise to the 
annual holiday on which we are to pay tribute to those who 
died in the wars in which Canadian tropps participated. 

Today the forest glade where the 1918 armistice was 
signed bears little, if any, resemblance to the site where 
the French and German emissaries met to conclude the 
final agreement that cool November morning. Similarly, the 
Remembrance Day we observe today bears little resem
blance to the way the day was commemorated in the years 
immediately after the wars; the day has become a holiday 
rather than a day of solemn commemoration. 

How do you observe the Remembrance Day? Can a 
Mennonite who is non-resistant observe this day with a 
clear conscience? That is, can a Mennonite pay tribute to 
those who died in the war and at the, same time deplore the 
war and its senseless destruction? For a Mennonite to take 
a day off from work or schQOI on November 11, is a very 
subtle compromise of the principle of non-resistance. 

This writer has always been unable to reconcile his 
principle of non-resistance with the November 11 commemo
ration. On the one hand, he felt good about his nation's 
contributions to the Commonwealth, etc., and recognized 
that both wars created incidents which enhanced Canada's 
status as a nation - who can fail to be proud? At the same 
time, there was a contradiction in going to school on 
November 11 to attend a Remembrance Day service, to 
wear a poppy, to listen to someone recite In Flanders 
Fields, and to hear an Anglican or United church minister 
to deliver a little homily about the "glorious dead." 

Perhaps the truly non-resistant Mennonite should con
sider doing something on November 11 which clearly 
demonstrates his non-resistance and his rejection of war as 
a way of settling differences among nations. To insist on 
going back to work or school on that day, for example, 
would be one way of making the point. 

In the American military cemetery in Normandy there is 
a fine sculpture of a male figure standing on the tips of his 
toes and reaching up into the heavens - the inscription at 
the base reads "mine eyes have seen the glory of the Lord." 

What glory? one wonders, looking over the 20,000 white 
crosses marking the graves of men who were struck down 
in the prime of life. What glory? when one considers that 
war is based on the principle that men and women have to 
be killed in order to make peace. . 

It is the peacemaker who will see the glory of the Lord. 
Does anyone remember the peacemakers?mm ELU 
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Amnesty International, a world-wide human rights move
ment has been awarded the 1977 Nobel Peace Prize. This 
group was founded in London in 1961 by a British lawyer 
who was concerned about the large number of people im
prisoned for political or religious reasons throughout the 
world. Amnesty workers, which include thousands of 
volunteers around the world, use letter writing and other 
peaceful techniques to press for the release of such 
prisoners. Only prisoners who have not used or advocated 
violence are helped in this way. Amnesty is particularly 
concerned with the torture of prisoners. It advocates fair 
and speedy trials for all political prisoners. Many victims of 
persecution have obtained their release through the moral 
pressure and publicity exercised by members of this 
organization. 

Local Mennonites interested in expressing their concern 
for freedom and peace through Amnesty should call the 
Winnipeg president, Dr. Ben Sokoloff at 474-8142. 

Christmas Gift Subscription Special Offer 

Gift subscriptions to the Mennonite Mirror can now 
be ordered in time for Christmas. Help someone who 
isn't currently receiving the Mirror to keep in touch 
the gift is intended, the Mennonite Mirror will send a 
Mennonite Mirror as a gift for only $5. for one year. 
This is a special rate for Christmas gifts only. If you 
send us this SUbscription by December 12th and indi
cate the name and address of the person for whom 
the gifl is intended, the Mennonite Mirror will send a 
cardto the person acknowledging your subscription 
and that person will begin receiving the MM with the 
December issue. The subscription will run to 
December 1978. Please send subscriptions to the 
Mennonite Mirror, 203-818 Portage Ave., Winnipeg, 
Man, R3G ON4. 

From: Name . , ................................. . 

Address ...................................... . 

PLEASE SEND GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO: 

Name ......................................... . 

Address ...................................... . 

City ................. " ........................ . 

Pro/State ..................................... . 

Postal Code ............ " ...................... . 

Enclosed find my cheque/money order of $5. 



Bihari children are hungry; 
they have little to eat. 
The clinic at Saidpur 
has many needs to meet. 

----;;;':~ ... <.-' '''' ...... ~ 
High school drop-outs 
in the Appalachian hills 
have an MCC teacher 
to help them learn skills. 

g75 s upports the teacher 
for one week 

From Russia to Germany 
these Mennonites came. 
Now they're free to have Bibles 
to worship God's name. 

~~~~~~ •.• ~~ In Jordan and West Bank 

Floods and tomadoes 
hurt poor of all ages. 
MDS carpenters go 
where disaster rages. 

At Mennonite colleges 
students learn about peace 
through the IPF program. 
May their witness increase! 

Many 111ird World mothers 
need fabric to sew 

the farmers who toil 
need olive tree groves 
to make olive oil. 

clothes for their families 
as their children grow. :525 subsidizes 50 

seedlings 

The Amazon Indians 
need clean water to use. 
They've asked help with wells; 
how can we refuse? 

868 buys one hand pump 

g50 supports a carpen ter 
for one week 

g50 runs the Intercollegiate 
Peace Fellowship for one week 

The Zaire church women 
don't have much wealth, 
but want to teach seminars 
on family life and health. 

The Indians in Canada 
need seed, hoe and plow. g83 buys one month's materials 
They're helped by the farmer 
who shares his know-how. 

875 supports the farmer for one week 

Urgent human needs in rhyme 
For sharing gifts at holiday time. 
All must give as they feel led . . . 
for God loves a cheerfitl giver. . . 
He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; 
lis righteousness endures forever: 

II Corinthians 9: 7, 9 

:--ICC invites sharing from various age levels and groups such as families, Sunday School 
classes and congregations. Mark your contribution clearly for MCC and note the particular 
project you chose. Gifts can be sent through church conference channels or to Mennonite 
Central Committee at one of these addresses: 

Box 20:38, Clearbrook. B. C \'ZT aT8 
~3a7B-41 Ave nue X.E . . Calgary, Alberta T2E 2:,\4-
1009 Broadwav, Su:-;katooll, Saskatchewan S7:'\ leI 
101-1483 Pembina lIiglnvuy. Winnipeg, :-"Iullitoba R3T ZC8 
50 Kent Avenlle. Kitchcnel: Ontario X2G 3RI 
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"Go jump in a lake" 
for only $1 ,888 down (AHOP) 

And that's just what you can do by 
purchasing a Qualico semi
detached home in All Seasons 
Estates, Winnipeg's newest lakeside 
community . Or, you can go fly a 
kite , sail a boat , catch a fish or take 
a bike through 10 acre Lake of All 
Seasons . 

For something completely new, 
there's All Seasons Estates, a 
lakeside community at prices you 
can afford. 

So , go jump in a lake and enjoy the 
good times. 

From $37,766 

Drive north on Henderson 
Hwy., turn right onto McIvor 
to Gateway Rd . then turn 
right to Sun Valley Drive . 

For more information visit the 
Information Centre at 7 Regatta Rd . 

1-9:30 p .m. daily 
12-7 p .m. Sat. 
12-9:30 p .m. Sun. 

669-0757 

SINGLE FAMILY ATTACHED HOMES 
Members of The New Home Certification Program of Manitoba 


