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We need your membership! 
The Mennonite Mennonite Historical So· 
ciety wants you to join them in the 
exciting task of building the Mennonite 
Village Museum located a few miles north 
of Steinbach, Manitoba. 

MEMBERSHIP FEE $5.00 
This entitles you to admission to the 
museum until August I, 1972 and gives 
you a voice in this fascinating, only 
one of its kind, Mennonite project. 
ACT NOW! 
The Society will start on bui Iding its 
Dutch grist mill this fall and your 
membership and donation now will help 
the Society a great deal. It may also be 
the last time a membership will go at 
this price. 

Sign this Application Form 

i - - APPLiCATION - - 1 
, FOR MEMBERSHIP I 

TO THE MANITOBA MENNONITE I HISTORICAL SOCIETY I 
P.O. Box 1136 I Steinbach, Man. I 

I I wish to apply for membership in the I 
Manitoba Mennonite Historical SoCiety. 

I Enclosed is my cheque ( ) Money , 
Order ( ) for $5.00. I Please write or print clearly. I 

I :::s~··.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.............................................. I 
~- ________ .J 

P.S. The Society welcomes any further 
help you can give this project. Tax exempt 
receipts will be issued for any sum over 
$5.00. 
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Assiniboine Travel Service Ltd. 
ANNOUNCES SPECIAL GROUP FLIGHTS 

For 2 Weeks including Flight and Hotel 
and Transfers 

ASK US, WE'VE BEEN THERE 
From $419 to $583 From $261 to - From $389 to $419 From $369 to $500 

Barbados Nassau Hawaii Acaeulco 
TWO WEEKS ONE WEEK TWO WEEKS TWO EEKS 

December 18 December 18 December 19 January 8 
January 1 January 1 December 24 January 22 

January 15 January 15 January 2 February 5 
Every February 19 

January 29 January 29 Sunday March 4 
February 12 February 12 Thereafter March 18 
February 26 February 26 Up To and April 1 

March 11 March 11 Including April 15 

March 25 March 25 
April 2 April 29 

April 8 April 8 
April 22 April 22 

For Bror.hures a.,d Res'lrvati".,. Call n' S"" 

ASSINIBOINE T'RAVEL SERVICE L TO. 

Phone 786·7616 

205 . 818 Portage Avenue 

WINNIPEG 10, MANITOBA 

Phone 786·7616 Phone 786·7616 

Goose Bus Lines 
Serving the people of Manitoba 

• First class passenger service. 

• Bus parcel ~press. 

• Reduced fares - students and senior citizens. 

• Modern lUXUry equipment. 

• Circle Tours - "Carefree" package tours of North America 
- Go South with us this winter. 

ENQUIRE - Grey Goose Bus Depot 
MALL CENTRE - PHONE 786-1427 

Go-Grey Goose - We're Going Places 
A. J. Thiessen B. M. Thiessen Wm. Thiessen J. R. Klassen I. Thiessen G. BRAUN 
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About this issue 

Christmas for nearly all of us is a 
time of rejoicing, family celebra
tion, gift-giving, hectic preparation 
and a concern for the less for
tun ate. In our December issue, 
the Mirror takes a look at some 
of those who are less fortunate. 
Economist Rick Martens takes a 
general look at the poor in our 
country, and asks if we really 
have poor people. What makes 
people poor? laziness or economic 
circumstance? 

In another article, Mrs. Hilda 
Matsuo writes about Christmas 
as experienced by a child who has 
been passed from foster home to 
foster home. What is Christmas 
lik e for th ese children - is it ever 
happy? 

Mr. lore lubosch, who has 
spent Christmas in both Canada 
and Argentina, has written a short 
sketch how different Christ
mas was for two little girls and 
how father came through to make 
it meaningful. 

Avid readers of AI Reimer's 
previous two articles on his 
Russian tour wi II be sorry to know 
that th e current installment is the 
last in the series. In this article 
the group visits Alma Ata for a 
joyous reunion and a moving and 
spontaneous unity during the sing
ing of Nun danket aile Gott. 

This is also the month of the 
Mennonite Mirror's "big push" into 
the countryside. The Mirror will 
be distributed on an introductory 
basis, free, to Mennonite residents 
of the major Mennonite communi
ties. If you are looking into the 
Mirror for the first time, we hope 
you like what you see. 

As you will note from the article 
on page 15, the Mi rror now has 
area representatives who will be 
glad to accept your subscription 
money. 

To all our readers: a joyous 
Christmas season and a proper
ous New Year. 

Second Class Mailing Registration No. 2658 
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editor of the Mirror. 

President and Editor: Roy Vogt 
Vice-President and Managing editor: Edward L. Unrau 
Business Officer and Secretary: Margarete Wieler 
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The Mennonite Mirror is published 10 times each year for the Mennonite Com
munity of Winnipeg and Manitoba by Brock Publishers, Ltd. Business address is 
131 Wordsworth Way, Winnipeg R3K OJ6, phone 889-1?62; editorial addresses 
311 Brock Street, Winnipeg, R3N OJ7, phone 489-2431; and 1044 Corydon Avenue, 
Winnipeg, R3M 0Y7, phone 475-8612. Subscription rate is $2.50 for 10 issues. 

Editorial Committee: lore Lubosch and Hilda Matsuo, two "liberated" housekeepers; 
Ruth Vogt, a teacher; Wally Kroeker, assistant city editor, Winnipeg Tribune; and 
Rick Woelcke, Social Worker. 
Business Committee: John Schroeder, travel agent; Rudy Friesen, architect; and 
David Unruh, lawyer. 

The executive group of Brock Publishers Ltd., serve as members of both the 
editorial and business committees of the Mennonite Mirror. President Roy H. Vogt 
is a member of the department of economics at the University of Manitoba, Vice
President Edward L. Unrau, is an editor with the public relations department of 
the university; the Business Officer, Mrs. Margarete Wieler is a former legal sec re
tary; and Treasurer Rick Martens is an economist. 
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ECONOMY 
TEXTILE 

SUPPLY LTD. 

REMNANTS -
by the pound 

FABRICS by the yard 
STORES AT 

292 Graham 
942·7109 

102 I Pacific 
786·4081 

714 Watt 

338·3570 

19 Regent Park 
Transeona 222.2540 

1417 Main I 123 St. Mary's Rd. 
582·3312 St. Vital 253.4717 

2086 Ness SE Point & Oakenwald 
888· t 565 Ft. Gany 284·4717 

3326 Portage Ave. 

Beautiful 
Bargains 

Season' s Greetings 
to all our Custom ers 

ny:s 
STEAK LOFT 

"FOR THE FINEST" 

• STEAKS - BRANDED and AGED NEW YORK CUT 

• BROILED LOBSTER TAILS 

• BARBECUED RIBS A SPECIALTY 

• "SHISKALlK" TENDERLOIN ON A SKEWER 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM AVAILABLE 

HOME OF THE CHARCOAL BROILER 

STBJ\!\. 
'Weekdays 4:30 to 12:00 I 

Sundays and Holidays 5:00 to 9:00 

HY'S STEAK LOFT 

942-1000 LOFT 
For Guest Paging Please Call 947-0434 

216 KENNEDY 

Take Advantage of our Car Park Service 

EDDIE SHATZ - Manager 

The Joyous 
Spirit of Christmas 

" "-,:;4:*-M* ".;..' 

on 

Radio Southern Manitoba 
7:05 - 9:30 a.m. - CHRISTMAS WITH JIM McSWEENEY 

11 :05 - 12 Noon -- CHRISTMAS IN THE OLD WORLD 
1 :05 - 2:00 p.m. - CHRISTMAS AT HOME 
5:05 - 7:00 p.m. - CHRISTMAS MUSICALE 

Southern Manitoba School Choirs will be scheduled 
December 20, 21, 22 and 23rd - 7:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

Your Christmas Stations! 

.:~ ~ 



Is there real poverty in Canada? 
Are most poor people just lazy and shiftless? 
Why do present welfare programs seem to do so 
I ittle good? 
How can we really help the poor? 
These are some of the questions discussed by 
economist Rick Martens in this article. In this 
season of "giving" we invite our readers to re
flect upon these questions and to send us thei r 
suggestions. 

Is there really poverty in Canada? 

L 
o 
o 
D. 
m 
.r:: 
~ 

by Rick Martens 
Th e noted American economist , John 

Kenneth Galbraith , has sta ted that, 
"poverty-grim, degrading and ineluctabl e 
- is not remarkable in Ind ia. For few 
the fate is otherwise. But in the United 
States (and presumably in Canada) th e 
survival of poverty is remarkabl e. W e 
ignore it because w e share with all 
societi es at all times the capacity for 
not seeing what we do not wi sh to see." 

Whil e many would justifi ably debate th e 
truth of this statement, it would appea r 
true that we have shown less aggress ive 
ness and imagination in so lving th e 
poverty problem than we have in work
ing at other problems facing modern 
society. 

The idea of sharing wealth has been 
a source of controversy for many cen
turies. There are several traditional 
arguments against we lfare schemes and 
greater equa lity of living standards. 
Some critics emphas ize the negative 
effects of income redistribution on the 
incentives of p eople to work. Th ey also 
point to the apparent injustice of taking 
from a man what he ea rn s. It almost 
seems that in order to do justice to the 
poor in society you have to do an injus
tice to th e rich. Some equate th e move
ment toward greater equality with 
communism, and, hence, atheism. Of 
course, as Galbraith points out, the most 
si mple reason has often been neglected ; 

the wea lthy simply do not want to give 
up the enjoyment of wha t th ey have. 

Of the reasons cited , the one most 
frequ en tly expressed is th e negative 
effects welfare schem es have" on indivi
dual incentive~. For exampl e, a Ca na 
dian Chamber of Commerce boo kl e t 
states that "one of th e adverse effects 
of gove rnment w elfare programs is that 
th ey tend to weaken th e ind ividual 's 
responsibility for his own we ll be ing. 
Th e more real income and security a 
p erson gets from sources outside hi s 
own effort, th e less incentive he will 
have to work hard to improve his own 
economic position." On thi s basis a sound 

argument could be d eveloped for 
increasing th e inh eritan ce tax to one 
hundred per cent! Of course this is 
nonsense; it would be cons idered grossly 
unfair to take such act ion . 

Whil e most would admit some o f th e 
negative effects of welfare programs, 
arguments in th ei r favou r are based 
largely on a simpl e criterion of need. 
Those people who, for one reaso n or 
another, are incapable of effective ly par
ticipating in th e economy, deserve som e 
form of assistance. As Pi erre Berton 
stated in The Smug Minority - "We do 
not require of cri pples that th ey should 
run races. Must we make similarly 
outrageous demands of the economica lly 
crippled " . To back up his statement 

continued overleaf 

Are most poor people shiftless? 
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Berton provides a breakdown of welfare 
recipi ents. In 1966 th ere were 970,000 
Canad ians (approximate ly five percent 
of th e total population) receiving wel
fare ass istance, of which 92,000 were 
blind o r di sabled, 40,000 confined to 
institutions, 118,000 w ere old people,and 
20,000 w ere deserted or widowed moth
ers with small children. This leaves 520,-
000 who w ere receiving general assis
tan ce, of which 310,000 were women 
and children and 110,000 mentally or 
physically disabled heads of families. 
Th ese categories then account for almost 
90 percent of the total, hardly substan
tiilting the frequently stated view that 
w e lfare cases are comprised in the ma
jo rity of the lazy and shiftless. While a 
certain portion of the remaining 10 per
cent could certainly be labelled as 
"lazy and shiftless", many are those 
living in the economically depressed 
regions of the nation, unable to relocate 
because of educational, financial , cul
t ural and other barri ers. 

Th e 1961 census revealed that at that 
time there were 1,862,820 Canadians liv
ing in family groups whose income was 
less than $2,000, 530,000 single persons 
with average incomes below $1,000, and 
an additional 500,000 living on farms 
whose average family income was less 
than $600. One Canadian study indicated 
that of those families of four with an 
income of less than $3,500 in 1961 (which 
was th en considered the poverty line) 
only 32 percent of the family heads did 
not work during the year (for Canada as 
a whole 14.7 percent of family heads 
did not work). Thus, while a portion of 
those below the poverty line can be 
accounted for by a higher than average 
percentage being out of work, a substan
tial portion is comprised of the working 
poor - those working but unable, for 
one reason or another, to command a 
wage sufficient to maintain an adequate 
standard of living. (For example, the 
take home pay of a man with a family 

, of four and working for the l1').inimum 
wage would be under $3(000). in recent 
years the poorest 25 percent of the 
Canadian population has received less 
than seven percent of total income, 
while the top 23 percent of the income 
group have been receiving 46 percent of 
total income. This gap between the rich 
and poor has increased slightly since 
World War II. With these statistics as a 
basis , it is (j'ifficult not to conclude 
that there is a need for some kind of 
income redistribution (although one must 
certainly sympathize with the taxpayer 
who must foot the bill, which, in the 
city of Winnipeg increased by 300 per
cent between 1961 and 1970). 

However, there also appears to be a 
need for a restructuring of the welfare 
system. In 1966, 21.2 percent of the 
city of Winnipeg welfare recipients were 
second or third generation cases. Only 
imaginative programs can overcome this 
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situation; day-care centres for working 
mothers, manpower training programs 
for the disabled and unskilled, and better 
educational and community facilities 
for young people in poorer communities. 
Rather than being looked upon as 
"hand-outs" these expenditures should 
be considered as an investment in human 
resources. As one economist stated -
"The bulk of the productive wealth of 
an economy is no longer viewed as being 
in factories and machines, but in the 
knowledge and ski lis stored in men's 
minds". 

Then what about the lazy and shiftless, 
those able to provide for themselves 
and their families, but unwilling to exert 
the effort? Do they really exist, and if 
so, why? From many accounts it ap
pears that they do, and unfortunately in 
some circles are growing in numbers. 
For example, an article in the Winnipeg 
Free Press indicated that 725 employ
able people between the ages of 18 and 
25 were recently added to the city of 
Winnipeg welfare rolls. The administra
tor of special services for the city of 
Winnipeg welfare department attributed 
a part of this trend to changing work 
attitudes in the younger generations. In 
a free society any individual has and 
should have the right to allocate his 
time to different legitimate activities in 
any manner he so desires. However, at 
the same time there is no justification 

for an individual, unwilling to exert the 
effort, to demand a slice of the pie. To 
allow such a situation to develop, if it 
is not already the case, would be to 
admit that welfare is a right and not a 
privilege. Welfare is a privilege for those 
in genuine need. The needy are not 
simply those with wants and d(~s ires, 

for this would include the total popula
tion. It should consist rather, of those 
unable to satisfy their wants because 
of a handicap. 

In conclusion then, it must be ad
mitted that welfare schemes, even for 
the genuinely needy, may destroy a 
certain amount of incentive (for the 
genuinely needy it may destroy the 
incentive to overcome a handicap). On 
the other hand, the approach taken to 
this problem must be one based primarily 
on need, for to act otherwise would be 
grossly inequitable to the many who 
are permanently and totally incapablE' of 
improving their economic position. Of 
course, there is also a very serious cost 
of poverty in terms of underutilized re
sources. But again this should not be 
the primary basis of programs designed 
to eradicate the problem. To think in 
these terms only would again neglect 
the chronically disabled. The cri terion 
is need, and surely in a SOci ety both 
capable and properly motivated, more 
noticeable strides towards solving the 
problem can be made. mm 

See our new motor homes at: 
Century Motors 
Winnipeg 
Phone 942-3331 

Stern Trucks 
Winnipeg 
Phone 786-3831 

Brookdale Pontiac 
Steinbach 
Phone 326-3451 
452-1772 (Wpg.) 

Triple-E Motor Homes Ltd. 
WINKLER, MANITOBA, CANADA 

Telephone: 325-7162. Area Code (204) 



a chllb's chRistmas 
By Hilda Matsuo 

Chri stmas past .... a puzzled small 
boy wonders why his parents no longer 
find room in their immaculate home 
for him, th eir toy. True, a new life is 
growing in th e womb of his adoptive 
mother. An o ther Christmas finds him 
wonde ring why all attempts to please 
ano th er se t of adoptive parents by being 
as tidy and feminine as a young boy can 
be, failed. He couldn't really compete 
with their mo re perfect biological child 
on a boy 's level anyway. 

This child's Christmas now promises 
to be one of greater understanding of 
his own worth. For beginners he is 
making sure that his new adoptive par
ents are seeing his very worst points 
today. In his own way he is discovering 
whether or not they will keep him even 
if he does lie and steal today, tomorrow 
and a week later. 

He will also be able to fling into the 
frosted woods of winter these happy 
words, " It 's fun being a boy! " - words 
that already form the core of a new 
existence, as he helps his father with 
th e task of finding a Chri stmas tree. 
Later there will be gifts and decorations 
to make, not just bought things of which 
he already has all too many, and whose 
monetary value he can tick off at will. 
Perhaps too , he can assist in concocting 
some of the Christmas goodies. For
tunate ly, by this time he no longer feels 
a compulsion to steal and hoard food 
because no one here worries about 
portions or second helpings. I'm sure 
th ere will be a way , sometime, somehow 
of healing th e wound of having one's 
bank account depleted and one's ' piggy 
bank broken when the ti es with the 
other 'family' were severed. 

The boy's sisters, too, are looking 
forward to Christmas. The four-year-old 
who arrived last Christmas has gone a 
long w ay toward gaining mental and 
physical well-being. Long healed at least 
are the marks with which she arrived, 
the marks of a belt-beating. 

Happiest of all is th e gamin-like three
year-old who, it appears, had the worst 
of it. She arrived at her new home later 
than her biological sister. The agency 
was casting about for approximately a 
month and a half tracing her where
abouts. It appears that she spent little 
time with her outwardly charming foster 
parents who handed over the cheque for 
her care to whichever person currently 
was looking after her. 

Somehow, on looking at th is picture 
of potential Christmas joy, one cannot 
help fee ling glad, very glad that the 
young parents of these three children 
decided even before marriage that for 
them , with th eir background of expe
rience with unhappy children, it would 
be bettter to recreate than to procreate 
children. Somehow, too, I am filled with 
a qu iet sense of elation when I reali ze 
that this couple continued to bombard 
their social worker with a requ est for a 
family. Fortunately, the climate of 
change in Winnipeg is such that the 
worker had th e sense to transfer th em 
to a colleagu e who could understand 
their simple request, "We ask for 
children because w e want them". In 
their simple request li es perhaps the 
key to their future succ ess in mending 
the small spirits and lives in th eir 
charge. mm 
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719 ELLICE AVE. 

Phone 783·6837 

Christmas Greetings 

STADIUM fORD; 
1445 ST. MATTHEWS AVE. Phone 786-3851 

- HOMEMADE SOUPS -
- "FRESH PEELED " APPLE PIE -
- WORLD 'S BEST HAMBURGERS -
- MANITOBA CHICKEN DINNERS -

ALL AT FAMILY STYLE PRICES 
. . . AND NO TIPP ING 

KING'S FOOD HOST 
1140 Pembina Highway 

DA YS OF FAMILY 
TOGETH E RN ESS 

OPEN 
EVERY 
NIGHT 
'TILL 

9 P.M. 

Happy times with , , , 

YAMAHA 
Does your child love music? 

Let us develop that love into a sincere desire to ex
press himself in a natural and happy way 

Yamaha Music School 
FOR 4 TO 8 YEAR OLD CHILDREN 

"The finest children 's music education program in 
the world " 

1330 PORTAGE AVENUE PHONE 786-2461 

INSTRUCTION FOR ALL AGES 

A Yamaha Piano House _ 
\V 1330 PORTAGE AVENUE PHONE 786-2461 - -
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By Lore Lubosch 

" It just doesn't feel like Christmas." 
" No . Do you think he won't come this 

year ?" 
"Don't see how he can! In that out

fit he' ll melt!" 
They were two worried little girls, 

Mari and Hanni. Their legs hung limp 
and listless from a branch of the man
darin orange tree. It was siesta time, 
and the city of Buenos Aires lay dozing 
in th e afternoon sun. 

Mari, ve ry consciously the elder, 
held a tatte red Christmas card in her 
hands. She was looking with unseei ng 
eyes, her mind far away, when Hanni 
spoke again : 

"Last year you said he wasn't com
ing, but he came, didn't he? He didn't 
bring much, but at least it was Christ
massy!" 

They thought about that a little, their 
eyes probing the smiling Santa on the 
post card. Was there no hint, no re
assurance? 

"Last year was different. We we re in 
Germany, and there was snow" , Mari 
said pensive ly. " He could travel with a 
slei gh over there. But here! His reindeer 
would collapse from the heat. Anyway, 
look at Santa. He's old! He wouldn ' t 
make it even without his sui t." 

Silence again! th e two little girls, 

n 
~ ., _. 
en 
ct 
3 
DI 
en 
beautiful 

perhaps six and seven years old, were 
completely absorbed in the study of 
thei r post card. It was all that reminded 
them of what day it Was: Christmas 
Eve. 

Hanni persisted: "Maybe he would ... 
I mean, maybe we should write to him." 

"What for , It's too late, anyway." 
Mari was growing impatient with her 
naive little fri e nd . 

"I guess so, but maybe if we had 
written, and if we had asked him to 
wear something lighter ...... ," Hanni 
suggested. 

"What, a bathing suit, maybe?" 
asked Mari scornfully. 

"Well, why not .. . ?" 
"Because it's ridiculous and I'm 

going home." 
Mari slipped off her perch and fell on 

her feet like a cat. Without another 
look or word she left her friend on the 
tree. Calculating every motion of her 
body, so as not to get hotter in the 
blistering sun, she seemed to glide 
away and out of the yard. 

Hanni, now alone, looked at Santa 
and fe lt betrayed, somehow forsaken. 
There was a big lump in her throat. 
"Why can't you say something?" she 
whispered. But he just smiled his 
printed smile and waved his printed 
wave. 

continued overleaf 

and 
white 
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In search of solace Hanni left the 
tree and w ent into the house. It was 
quiet, but no cooler than the yard. 
Everyone was asleep, except the flies, 
bu I. even they were flyi ng with heavier 
wings. The hea t of day was too un
bearable for anyone, except worried 
children, to be awake. So she lay down 
on her bed and cried bitterly until she, 
too, fell asleep. 

When Hanni awoke, it was still hot. 
In a hopeless attempt to cool the air 
Dad had brought large blocks of ice and 
put them into pans in various corners 
of the kitchen-dining-living room. Th ey 
had a cold supper that evening, and 
they were finished quite early. 

Hanni's friend, Betty, came to call: 
Could Hanni go to mass with her? 
There would be a candle-light proces
sion with singing, through the streets, 
soon after dark. Then, after mass, there 
were to be fireworks and wine and 
dancing! Betty was all aglow. 

No, Hanni couldn't go. Dad would not 
let her roam the streets at night. Crest
fallen, Hanni began to whine: "That's 
a fine Christmas! I can't have it like 
it used to be, and you won't let me 
enjoy it the new way, either!" 

"Can she come until we leave for the 
church?", Betty pl eaded for her 
friend. "My mother baked 'churros' 
today, and I want Hanni to try some. 
Can she, please?" 

"Oh, alright" , Dad relented, "but be 
home by eight-thirty, do you hear?" 
The girls were gone so fast their "yes" 
and "thank you!" came like echoes in 
thp distance. 

When Hanni returned home, later on, 
she was in good spirits. Betty's parents 
had treated her royally. She entered 
the house and felt that something was 
different. Then she saw it: A Christmas 
tree on the table in the kitchen. It was 
funny-looking, but it had real candles 
and her old, beloved decorations. Since 
he could not get a real tree, Dad had 
bought an artificial model and tied real 
branches to it. The cheap little tree 
underneath was almost concealed. 

Thoughtful, darling Dad! There he 
sat in his corner, grinning sheepishly. 
Hanni ran up to him for a kiss and a 
hug. Then her eyes caught the gifts 
under the table. Her joy was complete. 
Cold or hot, Santa had come. It was 
Christmas after all! 

Hanni was gazing through her bed
room window at the fresh snow outside. 
How strange it looked! When last she 
saw snow, she was a little girl of five. 
Later, in Bu enos Aires, she knew it 
only from post cards. She had so 
longed to see and feel it again, yet now 
it was just cold. 

Tomorrow was Christmas Eve, but 
she could not feel any excitement. May
be it was because she had written her 
last test at school today; maybe she 
was tired from studying all these past 
weeks. Whatever it was, it seemed all 
wrong. 

There had been no time to make any 
gifts for her parents, as she used to in 
Argentina. Back there , Mari and her 
other friends were basking in the sun, 
swimming and enjoying their summer 
holidays. Meanwhile she , Hanni, would 
have to try and get what gifts she 
could with her meagre two dollars, the 
net total of her savings. 

Someone on the radio was singing: 
"I'm dreaming of a white Christmas 
.... " "Well, I'm not" she said. Her 
dream was of a green Christmas, with 
ripe mandarin oranges on the tree; of 
the sun burning on her skin, and the 
warm earth breathing moisture under 
her bare feet; of large, cool blocks of 
ice in every corner of the room; yes, 
and of the funny little Christmas tree 
with real candles. That was Christmas! 

Shivering she looked out. It was snow
ing again. She had better go before it 
got worse, she thought, as she put on 
her coat. "Bye, Mom, I'm going out for 
a while. I won't be long!" 

As she walked, the snow crunched 
under her boots, and with the vitality 
of her fourteen years, she lengthened 
her stride and enjoyed the effect. Then, 
on impulse, she stuck out her tongue to 
feel the snowflakes light on it. 

Just then a boy, perhaps a little 
older than she, happened along. Their 
eyes met: she with her tongue still 
hanging away out; he with a teasing 
grin on his face. Suddenly all strength 
left her legs and rushed to her head, 
turning it a bright crimson. Somehow 
she got to the drugstore and completed 
her purchase - but her heart wasn't in 
it. 

Next day Hanni was downright de
pressed, but Mom and Dad seemed un
aware. They fussed all day and were 

very secretive. It was irritati ng and 
she fled into her room. There she re
mained all day, writing letters to her 
friends "back home". 

It was dark outside when Mother 
came in and asked Hanni to join them 
in the living room. Reluctantly, she 
complied. When she reached th e door
way she froze: there stood th e most 
beautiful, real pine tree she had ever 
seen! It was ablaze with lights of all 
colours. The radio was on, and a 
beautiful rendition of "Oh holy night . . . " 
filled the room. 

And there, in a corner, sat Dad, just 
as he had in another country, many 
years ago, with that same smile on his 
face. Like the six-year old th en, the 
fourteen-year-old Hanni rushed to 
embrace and kiss him. Suddenly she felt 
warm: she was very happy. It was 
Christmas, and it was white and 
beautiful! 

Join me during 

July 5-26, 1972 

fo r an adventure 
to a land where 
colour is every
where from the 
roaring waters of 
the 19uassu Falls 
to the soarina 
peaks of the 
great Andes. 

mm 

Martin Durksen 

From sophisticated Buenos Aires to Cuzco, 
oldest inhabited city in the western 
hemisphere, 

ONLY $1275.00 U.S. 
from Winnipeg 

Visiting: Bogota, Cachipay. Lima, CUZCO. 
Machu Picchu, Buenos Aires. Montev1deo. 
Filadelfia, Asuncion. Ieuassu Falls. Curio. 
tiba and Rio . 

It's ALL at 

Menno Travel Service 
851 Henderson Hwy 
Winnipeg 15, Man. 

339-5954 

- Clip and mail for details -

Name ____ ____ ___________ ___ _____ - - - -- - ____ __ _ 

Address __ ________ _________________ _____ _____ _ 

REDEKOPP LUMBER & SUPPLY LTD. 
1 126 HENDERSON HWY. 

Equipped for Service - Stocked to Serve! 
ORDER DESK 334·4311 OFFICE 339·1961 
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CMBC PRESENTS OPERA 
The "Merry W ives of Windsor", a 

comic opera by Otto Nicolai, was pre
sented on the evenings of November 26 
and 27 by Canadian M ennonite Bible 
Coll ege students in th e St. Mary's 
Acad emy Auditorium. Produced by 
William Thiessen and directed by Henry 
Engbrecht and Arthur janzen, the per
formance delighted the near-capacity 
audiences. The villain-h ero, Sir John 
Falstaff, was played very w ell by john 
Dalke, wh ile the two put-upon husbands 
were well portrayed by Arthur Dyck 
and Richard Ewert. Though slightly 
nervous on occasion Linda Klassen sang 
the part of Mrs. Page very competently. 
judy Janzen, as Mrs. Ford , proved once 
again that she is without a doubt one of 
the most promising singers to appear on 
the M ennonite "stage" for some time. 
She both acts and sings extremely well 
and w e hope that there will be many 
more opportunities to hear her voice in 
the future. 

The three suitors of Mrs. Page's daugh
ter Ann e formed a delightful trio. The 
two who were destined to lose (Victor 
Loew en and Ed Hildebrand) proved 
detestable enough so that all breathed a 
sigh of reli ef when the other (Ron 
Brown) eventually won out. Lois Goert
zen's attractive voice and bearing con
vinced th e audience that the suitors had 
not been foolish in vying for her hand. 

The performance was rounded out by 
a good choral group and by some of the 
younger members of the Royal Winnipeg 
School of Ballet. The students and facul
ty are to be congratulated for attempting 
such an ambitious program and it is 
entirely to their credit that it was 
thoroughly enjoyable. mm 

THE FIRST STEP 
Compounded of protein, 
Fluid and skin, 
And filled with excitement; 
Hampered by metal, 
Plastic and cloth: 

Unable to move freely, 
He stepped down, 
The world stepping with him, 
Watching, 
Listening, 
While he uttered immortal words, 
"One small step for man, 
One giant leap for mankind." 
And vanquished the beauty 
Forever. 

by Lori Ann Vogt 

Steinbach history 
by Roy Vogt 

REFLECTIONS ON OUR HERITAGE, 
Edited and compiled by Abe Warkentin, 
editor, Carillon News, published by 
Derksen Printers, Steinbach, 1971. 

The editor and publishers of the 
Carillon News in Steinbach, Manitoba, 
have performed a remarkable service 
for the people of southern Manitoba by 
publishing this short history ~f the Stein
bach area. The book is filled with 
pictures of people and institutions, some 
dating back to the 19th century to the 
early years of the Steinbach settlement. 
It is based on earlier researches of such 
scholars as john Warkentin and E. K. 
Francis as well as on many personal 
pioneer diaries, some of which appear 
in print for the first time. 

While the book concentrates on Stein
bach, and on the Mennonite community 
within Steinbach, it also has interesting 
short chapters on other towns like 
Kleefeld and Grunthal and other ethnic 
groups. 

The book is extremely readable. It 

discusses both the successes and failures 
of the past, and makes the failures 
often seem humorous in retrospect. It 
shows that whil e the Mennonites are 
famous for their strong community life 
they have produced a large number of 
remarkable individuals , all of whom 
have left a deep mark on their sur
roundings. Among older people the book 
will awaken many m emories. For young
er people it may be the key to a better 
understanding of their heritage, hope
fully easing the necessary transition to 
a mature acceptance of one's past. 

Do you want to know exactly when 
Steinbach should celebrate its 100th 
anniversary? Would you like to know 
which house in Steinbach was built in 
1880? Do you want to know what ac
counts for the unique pulse and beat of 
the Steinbach community? Then read 
this sensitive, well-written account of 
Steinbach's history. 

The pictures show the tremendous 
change that has occurred in Steinbach 
in the last half centu 

The J. R. Friesen garage in Steinbach around 1919. J. R. Friesen, son of one 
of Steinbach's first businessmen, A. S. Friesen, changed the course of Steinbach 's 
economic history when he puttered onto Steinbach's Main Street around 1912 with 
the first factory-built Ford. 
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Business and Professional Directory 

the Mennonite Mirror encourages you to call one of the names on this list. 

MARTENS & DENNEHY 
B A R RI S TERS AND S OLI CI TORS 

608 Somerset Place 

294 Portage Avenue 

WINNIPEG I, MANITOBA 

Telephone 942-7247 

Qf/7WetftoM. 
SYNDICATE LIMITED 

* GUARANTEED INVESTMENT CERTIFICATES * MUTUAL FUNDS * LIFE INSURANCE * PENSION TRUSTS * ESTATE PLANNING 

HARRY FAST SYD REiMER ART KROEKER 

GRANT PARK PLAZA OFFICE 
284-0570 

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGES 

DON'T TOSS - RING ROSS 

ROSS REALTY LTD. 
1135 HENDERSON HIGHWAY 

WINNIPEG 16, MANITOBA 

LEO KOFLER 

Res. Phone 338·2262 Bus. Phone 338·4681 

OF F IC E PHONE 

9 43· 0 791 

BRIAN C. VOGT 
8 . COMM .• LL.B . 

BARRISTER AND SOLI C ITOR 

NOTARY PUBL I C 

OF 

RES PHO N E 

2 6 9·2944 

McARTHUR , FITCH , M c ART HUR 8: SINCLAIR 

2 ND FLR . NANTON BLD G 

203 PORTAGE AVENUE 
W I N N I PEG 2, MAN I TOBA 

DR. P. ENNS 
DR. P. H. FRIESEN 

DR. H. T. DIRKS 

Phone 589-5306 
440 DeSalaberry, Winnipeg 5, Man. 
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GARSON, GUAY 
& LOEWEN 
Barristers & So licitors 

402 Paris Building 259 Portage Avenue 

WINNIPEG 2, Manitoba 
Telephone 942-6587 

Branch offices at: 
LAC DU BONNET 
LUNDAR WINKLER 

POWERVIEW 
ST, PIERRE 

51. John 's 
Corner Brook 

Riddell, Stead & Co. ~~t~;~a l 
Onawa 
Toronto 

McLINTOCK MAIN LA FRENTZ & CO . London 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS W:~~li~:~ 
804 · 220 PORTAGE AVE. ~~~~~;y 

WINNIPEG I, MAN. Edmonton 
New 
West mi n -; tcl 
Vallcot\\'Cr 

MONTREAL LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

JAC, I. WARKENTIN 
PETER J. THIESSEN, C.L.U. 

604-491 Portage Ave., Winnipeg 2 
Winnipeg - 775-2406 
Steinbach - 326-2055 

ERNEST R. DYCK LL.B. 
BARRISTER , SOLICITOR , 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

Business Ph. 326-3443 
Steinbach, Manitoba 

p, O. Box 1267 

Steinbach, Manitoba 

Residence Ph. 326-6175 
Steinbach, Manitoba 

'l~ 

REALTY 
REAL ESTATE - MORTGAGE LOANS 

AUTOPAC & GENERAL INSURANCE 
232 Sherbrook St. at Broadway 

Winnipeg 
President Harold Dueck, B.Sc., F.R.I. 



(One of the goals of the Mennonite 
Mirror is to acquaint its readers with 
persons in the Mennonite community 
who have been unusually creative in a 
particular field, whether it be in the 
arts, education, business, farming, or 
any other important human endeavour. 
It is our belief that it takes real ,imagi
nation and courage to build up a business 
enterprise. Similar qualities are neces
sary for success in other fields as well. 
There is always a danger that persons 
who have a strong interest in one type 
of activity will look down their noses at 
those who have been creative in another. 
By describing people in various fields 
we hope that our readers will come to 
appreciate the better qualities of the 
many true pioneers that are to be found 
in our midst.) 

By Roy Vogt 
Visitors to Winkler, Manitoba , have 

been struck in recent years by the 
growth of several large industries in the 
northern part of the town. Perhaps the 
fastest growing enterprise has been 
th e Triple E Manufacturing Co., founded 
in 1965 by Mr. Peter W. Enns and his 
two sons-in-law, Phil Ens and Pete 
Elias (hence the triple "E"). 

Mr. Enns founded this thriving 
company after a number of other suc
cessful ventures in business and farm
ing. Born four miles outside of Winkler, 
and with little opportunity to advance 
his schooling, he has done a remarkable 
number of interesting things in his 
life. The Mennonite people have pro
duced a surprising number of mechani
cal geniuses, and Mr. Enns is one of 
the,e. After holding several dealerships 
in Niverville for 10 years (1935-'45) he 
operated a plumbing and heating busi
ness in Winkler, in addition to keeping 
up a strong interest in farming. In the 
midst of these activities he engaged in 
voluntary work for the MCC in such 

Peter W. Enns 

A mechanical genius 
widely separated places as India (where 
he built a unique irrigation pump) and 
Elkhart, Indiana (where he constructed 
the very original lighting features in 
th e seminary chapel, at a considerable 
saving for the seminary). 

In Winkler he has built hydrauliC dump 
trucks and designed and built the eleva
tor in the Winkler Hospital. He enjoyed 
designing and constructing the first 
travel tra i lers built by Triple E. He 
enjoys travelling and his office desk top 
is inlaid with a wood carving from 
China. He expresses a keen desire to 
do more voluntary work in the future 
where his interest in building and orga
nization might be utilized. 

It was during his voluntary work in 
Elkhart that Mr. Enns became interested 
in the travel-trailer business , Elkhart 
being one of the centers for this industry 
in the U.S. From a small beginning in 
1965 he and his partners have built one 
of the most important industrial enter
prises in southern Manitoba. The figures 
in the accompanying table illustrate 
this remarkable growth. 

Growth of Triple E Companies 

Year 1966 1971 

No. of 
Employees 8 70 

No. of 
Units Sold 97 1,065 

Value of 
Sales $ 120,000 $3,450,000 

Employment in the six-year period 
from 1966-1971 has increased almost nine 
times; the number of units sold has 
increased about 11 times, and the value 
of sales has grown almost 30 times 
(reflecting the larger units that are 
being bu ilt). Small wonder that the 
chairman of the Manitoba Development 

Corporation observed in a recent 
speech: " One may cite the example of 
Winkler where . .. several local indus
tries such as Triple E ... have trans
formed the region and created employ
ment opportunities." 

The company has undergone several 
organizational changes during thes e 
years. In August of 1969 Triple E Manu
facturing was purchased by Neonex 
International Ltd. Mr. Enns and his 
partners founded a companion company, 
Triple E Motor Homes. This new com
pany builds self-contained recreational 
vehicles of the type shown in the photo. 
Both companies are managed by Mr. 
Enns and his · partners. 

Mr. Enns is not a man who needs or 
enjoys flattery but in his own right he 
is a remarkable individual whose 
achievements are recognized far beyond 
the bounds of the Mennonite community. 
He thrives on new experiences and 
though he is not so involved in the daily 
operation of the Triple E complex as he 
used to be, he is by no means ready to 
look back. After an interesting tour of 
his factory he was asked whether any 
working principles had proved to be 
important in his career. "Yes," he 
replied immediately. "I have found that 
if you give your time to something you 
will get results." Also , he went on "You 
have got to give your customers 100 
cents of value for every dollar th ey 
spend. You should never take shortcuts 
with yourcustomers orwith your employ-
ees." 

The last thing Mr. Enns said as we 
left was typical of the man. "Go over 
and visit Mr. Jacob Neufeld at Nu 
Steel. The machines that man has 
built are truly remarkable. You must 
see them. " We did , and we ' ll report on 
this in a future issue. However, as we 
left Triple E we felt that Mr. Enns also 
has some new ideas going through his 
mind, and they too will be worth seeing. 

mm 
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A Christmas gift for 
the third world . . . 
$5 will support any 

MeC worker abroad 

for one day 

When you make a 

contribution to MCC, 

only a small percentage 

goes for administration. 

The 1971 figure is 

under 7 percent 

Agriculturists, nurses, 

doctors, lab technicians, 

administrators, mecha'nics, 

home economists, teachers, 

relief workers. 

I nquiries about service opportunities 

and contributions should be directed to 

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
.A Christian resource for meeting human need 

101 ·1483 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg 19 

Phone 284·1402 

14 / mennonite mirror / december 



New Frontiers for the Mirror 

REIMER 
AGENCIES 

I.TD. 
for everything in 

* Insurance 

* Autopac 

* Real Estate 

and now we have 
added a complete 

* Travel Service 

For better service phone: 
Steinbach 326-3425 
Winnipeg 453-5562 

"AT 
YOUR 

SERVICE" 

This iss ue of th e MENNONITE MIR
ROR is being introduced to thou sands 
of new read ers in southern M anitoba. 
W e hope th at th ey will respo nd to it 
with th e same enthusias m th at Winni
peg readers have shown since th e first 
issu e appeared in September. 

To o ur new read ers a word about our 
objectives is in order. Th e purpose of 
th e MENNONITE MIRROR is to keep 
th e M ennonites of M anitoba in touch 
with each other's ideas and ac tivi ties. 
Th ere are about 6,000 M ennonite families 
in Winnipeg a lo ne, and probably more 
th an tha t in rural Manitoba. We are 
already sending th e Mirror in to each 
Winnipeg home, and w e hope to be able 
to do th e same with tho se outside of 
the city. Thi s issue is being distributed 
to more th an 9,000 homes. Th ere is some 
reason to hope th at this magazine will 
he lp to unify th e M ennonite peopl e of 
M anitoba around common asp irati o ns 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 
Frien.ds lln.d Customers 

"Jesus Christ lOllS born. Cl bClbe, 
but H e didn.'t remClin. that WCly, 
Cln.d n.or CCln. we." 

Abram and Mary Ann Braun 
AUTOPAC AGENTS 

BRAUN AGENCI ES 
ALTONA 

Phone 324-5450 

Penner TOYOTA 
Fastest Selling 

Import in Canada 
Steinbach - 326-3436 

PORTABLE TYPEWRITERS 
The ideal gift for every member of the family! 

Smith-Corona, Olivetti, 
Underwood, Royal , 

Prices from $69.95 to $249.95 .":"""I~~L 

Standard, Manual and 
Electric Typewriters, 
Olivetti, Underwood , Royal rebuilt or 
new pri ces from $169.50 up. 
I 

Shop early for Christm as 

O. W. FRIESEN & SONS L TO. 
Phone - Altona 324-6401 Altona 452-5433 Winnipeg 

and a co mmon heritage. 
Th e MENNONITE MIRROR is pub 

li shed monthly, from September to 
june. It is fin ance d entire ly by adver
tisements and subscriptions. If th e ad
verti sem ents for a certain issue exceed 
more th an 40 percent of the space th e 
size of the magazin e is automatica lly 
increased. It is expected that th e size 
will range f rom 24 to 40 pages from 
month to month. 

TO WINNIPEG READERS 
Thi s is probably th e tourth issue o f 

th e Mirror that you are rece iving. Hun
dreds have sent in their subscription of 
$2.50 for one year. If you have not 
done so w e encou rage you to do it now. 
Pl ease use th e form below, or simply 
send your name and subscription to our 
Winnipeg address. Your response will 
he lp to maintain and imp rove th e quali ty 
of thi s magazine. 

TO RURAL READERS 
This may be the first iss ue of th e 

Mirror th at you are receiving (thou gh 
a large num ber have already subscribed 
after hearing about it through fr iends). 
If you get two issues thi s month please 
share one with a fri end. Please accept 
this iss ue as an in troductory offer. W e 
encou rage you to ·subscribe by sending 
$2.00 to our representative in your area 
(or direc tly to our Winnipeg address). 
The $2.00 wi II cover the cost of seven 
monthly issues, from December, 1971 
to june, 1972. A new publication year 
beg ins in September, 1972. 

Area Representatives of th e MENNO
NITE MIRROR are: 

ALTONA: Mrs. John Unrau, Box 643. 
Tel : 324-6664 

GRUNTHAL.: Mr. John Driedger, Tel : 
434-6956 

KLEEFELD : Mrs. Elsie Kliewer, Te l : 
377-4622 

STEINBACH: Mrs. E. A. Friesen, 
Box 627, Tel : 32 6-2552 

WINKLER: Mr. William Schroeder, 
220 Main St., Tel : 325 -7344 

To: Th e MENNONITE MIRROR, 131 
Wordsworth Way, Winnipeg, R3K Oj6 
o r .... .. ......... ... ... (Area Representative). 
I enclose 
$2.50 n (Winnipeg su bscriber) 
$2.00 D (Rural subscriber - with D ec. 

iss ue as 1st iss ue) 
To cover the cost of a su bscription to 
th e M ennonite Mirror to june, 1972. 

NAME ........•.•..........•.•.....•.....•..•••. •• .•.•.•••• .•.... 

ADDRESS .•.•.....••.••.•• ••....... •• .•......••••..•.......... 

CITY or TOWN ........................................ . 

POSTAL CODE .........•..••••.•........•..••••.•.•.••.• 
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"Nlln danket all 
sets tone at Alma Ata re 

BY E. E. (AL) REIMER 
AUGUST 18 (Wednesday): 

The long 2,000 mile, 5 Y2 hour flight 
from Moscow to Alma-Ata turns out to 
be the most uncomfortable one we have 
experienced. Our turbo-jet has a large but 
rather run-down interior. It rolls and 
pitches considerably and several mem
bers of our group (including our In
tourist guide, Nina) get a little airsick. 
Before we leave Moscow we are prom
ised dinner on board - just as we are 
about to buy up all the remaining rolls, 
meat and cheese in the airport cafe. 
We have not eaten since noon and are 
all famished by the time we board our 
plane at 9:00 p.m. Then, for some baff
ling reason, our dinner is not served 
until we have been in the air for three 
hours. After going hungry for 12 hours 
we appreciate even a meal that consists 
of a piece of very tough meat, a few 
peas and shrivelled French fries, a little 
grayish caviar, a hunk of black bread 
and a bun. If this meal were served on 
an Air Canada flight the passengers would 
rise up (perhaps that should read "throw 
up") in revolt. 
AUGUST 19 (THURSDAY): 

Allowing for the three-hour advance 
in time from Moscow to Alma-Ata, we 
arrive in the capital of Kazakhstan at 
5: 30 a.m. As we step into the soft Asian 
dawn, we are elated to see scores of 
Mennonite friends and relatives smiling 
and waving from the waiting area. The 
greetings are marvelous to behold, with 
bouquets of flowers, shouts of joyous 
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recognition and warm embraces swirl
ing together in happy confusion. There 
are bitter disappointments as well, 
when some waiting relatives find that 
their loved ones are not in our group. 
The people who have come to meet Mr. 
William Loewen of Winnipeg are espe
cially disappointed to find that illness 
had forced him to cancel out of the tour 
at the last moment. (NOTE: Mr. Loewen 
passed away shortly after we returned 
to Canada). 

When we arrive at our hotel in down
town Alma-Ata at around 7:00, we are 
greeted by another large contingent of 
around 50 to 75 Mennonites. We are deep
Iy moved to hear this_group break into a 
heartyrendition of the old German hymn 
"Nun danket aile Gott." Mr. Lohrenz 
tells me later that this was a courageous 
but rather unwise gesture for these 
people to make. We all fervently hope 
that there will be no repercussions for 
them. Again, there is a wildly happy 
flurry of greetings and relatives who 
have not seen each other for many years 
- and many never before - stand or 
sit in little groups around the lobby and 
inside the hotel courtyard trying to fill 
in the long years of separation by ex
changing information and family his
tories, etc. The members of our group 
- after a gruelling day and night of 
travelling - forget their fatigue and 
refresh themselves in the warmth of 
fellowship. 

Even though my father and I have 
no relatives to meet, we are quickly 

caught up in the general festivities and 
are introduced to dozens of smiling men, 
women and children whose names we 
cannot possibly hope to retain but whose 
personal greetings make the whole 
ritual of welcome richly meaningful. I 
am once again deeply impressed with 
the ability of these Russian Mennonites, 
who have suffered so much, and have 
been forced to survive largely on their 
own inner resources, to draw us stran
gers from Canada immediately and 
spontaneously into the loving centre of 
their simple natures. Like children, 
most of these people seem to express 
their personalities with a trusting direct
ness that is utterly irresistible. One old 
grandmother, mistaking me for another 
member of our group whom she has 
never seen before, begins to hug and kiss 
me so vigorously that I find myself 
responding in kind. Being told of her 
mistake makes little difference to her. 
She continues to beam upon me with 
the kind of pride that elderly aunts and 
grandmothers reserve for favorite neph
ews or grandsons. 

My brother Syd is busy meeting his 
wife's relatives and it is some time before 
we are finally able to slip up to our 
room for some much needed rest. Break
fast has been announced for 10:00 a.m., 
but we sleep till 11 :30 and wake up 
feeling much refreshed. We are entirely 
free today with no itinerary to follow. 
Downstairs in the courtyard , Syd's uncle, 
Henry Hildebrandt from New Bothwell, 
Manitoba, is still in lively conversation 
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The history of an oppressed 
but irrepressible people 
seems to be written in the 
fnce of this elderly Alma Ata 
Mennonite (top left); Miss 
Virginia Schellenberg of Cal
gary and Mrs. Wiens of the 
Soviet Union exchange ad
dresses (top right); Miss 
Agnes Oyck( seated second from 
right in centre left photo) 
and her relatives in Alma Ata; 
tour guides, Saulji and Lud
milla, with author Reimer in 
foothills near Alma Ata (cen
tre right); the trad itional 
"arbuz and rollkucken" in the i park at Alma Ata. 

~ 

Part III 

,lIe Gott 
• reunIon 

his sister and her granddaughter. 
though brother and sister haven't 
each other for 42 years (he was 16 

she 14 when he left for Canada) , 
• is still an amazing rapport be
n them. They engage in affectionate 

1", hug each other, offer each other 
and candy, and are as radiant in 
o th er's company as two people can 

Ibly be. 
ter lunch today I make a leisurely 
.etion of the big, three-storey de
n (! ~~s t()re across the street from our 
L -' 'Fre is a fairly good supply and 
rpri sing variety of merchandise in 
stot . There are also crowds of 

)I e ei'erywh ere - the store seems to 
I busy as Eaton's or The Bay on 
,al days. And they appear to be 
di ng money too, and not just look
However, 1'm afraid this store would 
argely unpatronized in the West. 
t o f the merchandise looks drab 
cheaply made, aod it is for the 

: part unattractively displayed on 
by looking counters and shelves. 
lerks are slow and indifferent and 

clearly not in the least worried 
It any possi ble competition across the 
it. 
n the ground floor there is a radio
and sports equipment department 
'bich I browse around for a while. 
nsf one wall there is a row of rough 
ing 19 inch T.V. console models 
!d at 434 roubles - more than twice 
monthly sa lary of a factory worker, 
,er or medical doctor. And yet, I 
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reca ll that practically every house and 
apa rtment building w e have seen in this 
cou ntry has a T.V. aeri al. How do th ey 
do it? Nearby th ere is a musical instru
ments departm ent. Th e accordions 
range in pri ce from 50 roubl es to about 
200. On th e third floor I find th e men's 
w ea r department, whi ch reminds me 
immediately in appearance and smell 
of th e second-hand sto res in Winnipeg 
that my mother sometimes shopped in 
during the thirti es. Th ere are long racks 
o f suits, jackets, coats and parkas, but 
th ey are all made of thick, cheap cloth 
and poorly tailored in dark colors mostly. 
Th e price of th e average suit is around 
120 roubl es - a suit that w e wouldn ' t 
pay more than $20 or $30 for at home. 
M en's d ress shirts are priced from 8.50 
roub les to 11 roubl es - a whole day's 
wages fo r th e average Soviet worker. 

But on th e same floor, to my amaze 
ment, I come across an electric light 
fixture d epartment where the clerks are 
just hanging up for display a beautiful 
gi l t and crystal chande lier priced at 
1,000 roubl es! There are several others 
pri ce d at 700 roubl es . Somebody in thi s 
country must have some money. Nearby 
th ere are gorgeous Turkish rugs pri ced 
at several hundred roubles each. This 
country is full of puzz ling contraditions 
even in its department sto res. 

Tonight at our hotel I meet a young 
M ennonite by th e name of Wiebe, who 
is typ ica l o f a new generation of young 
M ennon i tes in this country, young people 
who are, for better or for worse, ob
viously adapting themselves completely 
to Soviet society - as many young 
M ennonites in Canada are doing to our 
society. Wiebe is a handsome, confident 
young m an of about 30 who tells me 
that he works in the mines at Kara
ganda. He says that underground miners 
th ere can make up to 500 and even 600 
ro ubles a month. Wi ebe himself cer 
tainly seems to have a supply of ready 
cash with him and insists on paying 
for everything, as my brother and I 
discover upon further acquaintance. He 
is a great sportsman and seems to know 
more abo ut Canadian game animals and 
game birds than w e do. He says that 
he wouldn 't mind coming to Canada for 
a vi sit and hunting expedition, but he 
claims to be quite content with his lot 
and has no desire to leave th e Soviet 
Union. 

I don ' t know how wid espread this 

new conformist attitude among M en
nonites here is (probably not very wide
spread yet), but I am convinced that 
th ere is an inexorable process of Russi
fication going on among our people in 
this country - just as th ere is a similar 
process of Angliciza tion (or Canadianiza
tion) in our country - and that the 
Mennonites in Russia will someday be 
completely absorbed, unless, .of course, 
th ey are permitted to emigrate. I talk 
to one attractive young M ennoni te ma
tron from Alma-Ata who has three fin e 
looking children with her ranging in age 
from about three to seven. She tell s me 
that her children and other M ennon ite 
children she knows want to speak only 
Russian. Even infants are taken away to 
children's camps for w eeks at a time 
each summer. Th e process of condition
ing and indoctrination by th e state be
gins ea rly in thi s country. Until quite 
recently children w ere prohibited by law 
from attending church, but we are told 
that this law had now been rescinded 
- or at least relaxed, I'm not sure 
which. 

AUGUST 20 (FRIDAY): 
This morning w e get a bus tour of 

th e beautiful mountain city of Alma-Ata. 
Th e guides allow as many of the M en
rlOnite re latives and friends to come 
along as th e two buses will hold. The 
German guide in our bus - Ludmila -
is a slender, good-looking girl who is 
fashionably dressed and possesses a 
striking personality. We are all im
pressed by herfluen t German -especial
ly wh en she tells us that she has only 
been studying th e language for a few 
years and that her German teacher is a 
Mennonite ! Some members of our group 
stay behind at th e hotel to continue their 
visiting. 

After lunch we take a bus rid e up into 
the foothill s. On our way w e stop to 
take a cable car ride to th e top of a sm all 
mountain from which w e can admire th e 
beautiful city spread out below. How
ever, havi ng been taken up th e mountain 
for th e view we are th en prompt ly 
cautioned not to take any pictures o f 
the city below. Curious indeed are th e 
ways of Soviet officialdom! After w e 
have taken th e cable ca r down aga in , 
our underpowered little bus painfu lIy 
crawls up th e mountain road to M edeo, 
where th ere is a gigantic dam and an 
impressive complex of winter ga m es 
facilities under construction . W e stop by 
a little mountain broo k in o rder to 
relax, tak e pictures , and - above all -
to give our bus a chance to ca tch its 
gasping breath . We admire th e coo l, 
rushing waters and take many pictures. 

Tomorrow we are to take a day- lo ng 
excursion into th e higher mountain s. 
Th e plan sounds exciting to some o f us, 
but it presents a de licate problem for o ur 
group when we discove r that Intourist is 
unwilling to put enough buses at our 
disposal to accommodate all th e rela
tives and fri ends who have co m e to see 
us. At dinner tonight we dec id e, af ter 
some discu ss ion , to reject th e proposed 
mountain tour and to ask Intouri st to 
provide us instead with tran sportation 
to a local park where we can all have 
a day-long pi cnic togeth er. 

AUGUST 21 (SA TURDA Y) 
This morning we are informed th at it's 

either the mountain trip or nothing, as 
far as Intourist is concerned. W e are 
all a little di sappointed but are united 
in fee ling that w e have gained at least 
a moral victory. So we have a wh o le 
final day to spend with our relatives and 
fri ends. I make th e acquaintance of a 

LOEWEN MFG. CO. LTD. 

AND BEARING CENTRE 

Good Stock of all size Bearings 

PHONE 324-6645 ALTONA, MANITOBA 

WINNIPEG DIRECT 453-5422 

J. R. Friesen (1964) Ltd. Sales and Service 
Steinbach and Morris 

Tel. 326-3412 Tel. 746-2331 
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most interes tin g Mennonite teacher by 
th e name of Strempler. He com es from 
a town nea r Frunze and has been a 
high schoo l ch emistry teacher in the 
same schoo l for 42 years! He has been 
officially retired for the past six yea rs 
but still teaches on a part-time basis. 
Herr Sirempler is a w ell-educated, 
sophisti cated man and I gain much 
valuable information from him about 
th e Ru ss ian education system. Although 
he still considers himself a M ennonite 
in th e ethnic sense, he makes it plain 
that he is a Russian to the core and 
quite content with his lot. While some 
of us go shopping or just relax, many 
members of our group take th eir rela
tives and friends to a large park for an 
old - fashioned M ennonite "arbusen and 
rollku chen" picnic. Here, as in other 

Kerr 
owned and 

managed since 

1887 

KERR'S 

FUNERAL 

CHAPEL 

120 ADELAIDE STREET 

WINNIPEG 2, MANITOBA 

CHAPEL OFFICE 943-6688 

parts of the world, M ennoni te fellow
ship proves to be a who lesome b lending 
of the spiritual and the social , the sacred 
and th e mundane. 

Tonight in the ho tel dining room w e 
celebrate our farewell dinner as a group, 
for tomorrow we begin the long journey 
home. Mr. Lohrenz makes a gracefu I 
littl e speech of appreciation and presents 
a gilt to our devoted and hard-working 
young Intourist guide, Nina Plutaloda. 
Nina expresses her th anks, and Mr. 
Lohrenz then invites other members of 
th e group to express th eir fe elings about 
th e tour. Th e sentimen ts begin to flow 
free ly and by the time w e break up 
practically everyon e has taken hi s turn , 
and several of us have spoken twice. 
AUGUST 22 (SUNDAY): 

Everyone is up early this morning in 
anticipation of the return journey. A
though many members of our group 
have to undergo a heartrending farew ell 
with relatives and friends whom they 
wi II probably never see again on this 
earth, we are all now anxiously turn
ing our thoughts homeward. 

On the way to th e airport w e discover 
that our bus driver, a relaxed looking 
young man in his mid-twenties, speaks 
Low German - although with some 
difficulty. He tells me that his name is 
Janzen but that he finds it more con
venient to live under a Russian name 
(his wife is Mennonite also). He says 
that he has been driving a city bus in 
Alma-Ata for about six years but that he 
would lose his job if anyone discovered 
that he is German. When we get close 
to the airport he asks me to te ll the 
others in the bus not to say goodbye to 
him in Low German wh en we get there. 
When I ask him if he would like to 
emigrate to America he smiles wanly 
and says that he certainly would , but he 
has been told by the authorities that he 
can leave only when he is "seventy-five 
and can no longer work." When we get 
to the airport I notice that he talks Low 
German to us only behind his hand. I 
find the whole incident rather touching. 
I squeeze his shoulder as we file out of 
the bus and he smiles again -- fleet
ingly and with a sad look in his eyes. In 
this gentle but wary young man , forced 
through no fault of his own to adopt an 
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Hatching quality chicks and started pullets from hatching 
eggs; produced from our newly modernized breeder farm to 
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highest income layer. 

ambiguous identity and to live a life of 
nervou s uncertainty for the sa ke of 
econo mic security, I see another e lo
quent symbol of th e humiliation and 
degradation that our people have suf
fered in thi s great but crue l land. 
AUGUST 23 (MONDAY): 

After enduring th e arbitrary discom 
forts , the inexpli cable delays and spar
tan tourist facilities that plagued us 
during our three-week tour of th e Sovie t 
Union, w e find ourselves positively 
revelling in th e luxury of our KlM jet
liner as it soars across the Atlantic to 
Montreal. Our tour is almost a thing 
of the past, and already I find myself 
pondering the si gnificance of this mo 
mentous experience for the vari o us 
members of our group. Some of th e 
older members of our group are prob
ably returning with more seren e fe elings 
and thoughts than those they left home 
with . They have managed to lay some of 
the old ghosts that they brought to 
Canada yea rs ago from the old "Hei
mat." They have paid their last per
sonal respects to the past and can now 
rest content. 

Some of th e younger members of o ur 
group - those without personal mem
ori es to revive or to set at rest - are 
coming back bewildered by and angry 
at a system that has been and continu es 
to be so harshly repressive, so callo lls 
and brutal towards people whose strength 
has been th eir very docility, whose stub
bornn ess can be measured only in terms 
of th eir loyalty to an ancient and 
honorable tradition of Christian com
munitatis, and whose will to survive as 
individuals and as a collective entity is 
kept alive by a faith that surpasses all 
Communist unders tanding. 

And yet, even as I affirm th e quali
ties that have enabled th e M ennonites 
to surv ive as a coherent group for over 
four centuries, I remind myself that 
they have also generally shown a 
shrewdly reali sti c abil ity to adapt th em
se lves to unfamiliar surroundings and 
new - and sometimes unexpected -
cultural forces. Culturally speaking, th e 
Mennonite people have trad itionally 
travell ed wi th a light pack , but in Russia 
they seem to have been lulled into a 
feeling that th eir travels were over, 
that they had corne to stay. For that 
act of cultural relaxati on they have paid 
a heavy price. And the price is still 
being exacted. It is cl ear that the M en
nonites in the Soviet Union are in a 
state of cultural sh ock from whi ch th ey 
may never recove r as a people. The 
shock often manifes ts itself in the form 
of a blind adh erence to the past - a 
patheti c faith in th e shattered remains 
of a German-oriented culture. Classified 
as "German," many of these people 
seem to accept, with a strange kind of 
fatalism, the cultu ral identity of a na
tion that is still intensely hated in the 
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Soviet Union. Th e only hope for th e 
M enno nites in Russia wou Id seem to 
lie in th eir willingness to disencumber 
th emse'lves of their German cultural 
heritage without surrendering their iden
tity as Mennonites - that is, their 
Anabapti st heritage. 

WESTGATE FEES TO BE 
LOWERED 

The annual meeting of the Mennonite 
Educational Society was held on No
vember 22, 1971. Uppermost in the minds 
of all present was concern about the 
critical financial situation and low en
rollment at Westgate. A proposal con
cerning Westgate as a church school, 
prepared under the leadership of Rudy 
Regehr of CMBC,.and Henry Epp, con
ference education committee, was pre
sented to and accepted by the meeting. 

In order to encourage a larger enroll
ment, fees will be lowered by $100 in 
the 1972-1973 school year, bringing the 

rates to $425 for senior high and $32 5 
for junior high. Furthermore, th e fee 
for th e second student in a family will 
be reduced by $100, and for th e third 
student the reduction will be $1 50. 

A new board, with representatives 
from all supporting churches, was e lected 
for a six month period. Task of thi s 
interim board will be to meet with th e 
supporting congret;ations to discuss 
matters concerning the school. 

It was agreed that an enrollment of 
140 students will be necessary if the 
school is to continue operating next 
year. The administrators will need to 
know definitely by the beginning of 
April, 1972 how many students will be 
attending. mm 

All this, I realizp, is so easy to say 
- especially for a Canadian Mennonite 
who has long since made the transition 
from th e M ennonite society within a 
society to the larger society outside. With 
th e years, my ambivalent feelings to
wards my own Mennonite background 
have, if anything, increased. But I do 
know that I have never stopped think
ing of myself as a Mennonite. I went on 
thi s lour to see if I could find the roots 
of my own identity in the Russian past, 
a past that has haunted me since boy
hood. And I was not disappointed. 
Among the relics and ruins of the Old 
Colony and the Molotschna, among the 
places and the place-names still alive 
in thousands of memories, I did feel a 
strong sense of identification. But these 
former Mennonite settlements are, 
after all, a museum, a cultural graveyard 
in which the present and future are 
buried along with the past. It wasn't 
until I met the scattered fugitives from 
th ose settlements in distant Alma-Ata 
th at I came to understand fully that 
Mennonite history and the Mennonite 
identity are preserved within a living 
people and not within the cultural arti
facts th ey have created. 

And so here we are, flying high above 
the clouds, the first Mennonite genera
tion in history affluent enough and free 
enough to explore our own past in this 
organized and highly personal way. I 
am not sure that anything has been 
resolved for me personally, but I do 
know that I have had an opportunity to 
observe, in concrete form, traces of a 
M ennonite past and present in another 
land, and that the experience has en
riched me both as a Mennonite and as a 
human being. mm 

To all our Friends and Customers: 
a Blessed Christmas Season 

and 
Wishes for Prosperity and Good Health 

for 1972 
David Winter, owner 
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SPELLING PROBLEMS 
IN SCHOOL? 

PARENTS: Dr. Irmgard Thies
sen, Psychologist, is conducting a 
research study on children with 
learning disabilities. If you wish 
your child to take part in this 
study, which may help his read
ing and spelling ability, then 
please Call Dr. Irmgard at the 
following number: 453-5598, be
tween 4-7 P.M. 

Please ca II before December 19 
or after January 3, 1972. 



OFFICE CLERK 
Required for general duties. 
Applicant must have typing and some knowledge of office 
procedures. 
This is a permanent position. 

Apply to: C. A. DeFEHR AND SON 
78 Princess Street 
Winnipeg 
Phone 943-4555 

A PRACTICAL GIFT IS APPRECIATED 
YEAR-ROUND 

THIS CHRISTMAS GIVE A 
"GIFT CERTIFICATE" FROM 

FAMILY SHOE STORE 
STEINBACH 

Boots and shoes for all ages 

The new Dry Cleaning method 

that is truly IIFantastic" 

• NO SHRINKAGE OF SUEDES AND LEATHERS 
• NO CRACKING OF VINYLS AND PLASTICS 
• REGULAR GARMENTS CLEANED BETTER 

OUR GUARANTEE: If you are not satisfied with our 
clean ing the garment will be redone, NO CHARGE. 

OUT OF TOWNERS: Mail your suedes and leathers to 
us for FAST SERVICE. 

STORE HOURS: 
Monday to Friday - 8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Saturday - 8:00 a.m.-6 :00 p.m. 

3380 Portage Ave at Rouge Road 
WINNIPEG 22 PHONE 888-0852 

OWNERS: 

AL GIESBRECHT 
HENRY PENNER 

Mennonite Bookstore 
becomes Cooperative Venture 
"This is a place where we hope to 
supply some answers to life," says 
Harold Petkau in explaining the choice 
of name for a new bookstore which 
has started on Henderson Highway. 

LIFE BOOKS is the name chosen by 
the Mennonite Brethren Conference 
and the Conference of Mennonites in 
Canada, who decided this summer to 
operate a joint literature distribu lion 
facility at the Elmwood location. 

Previously the Conference of Men
nonites operated a bookstore in Ros 
thern, Sask., while the Mennonite 
Brethren operated one in Winnipeg. 

The two conferences together form 
the largest segment of the total Men
nonite community in Canada. The 
Canadian Conference of Mennonites 
have 22,000 members in 140 congre
gations and the Mennonite Brethren 
have 17,500 members in 130 churches. 
The joint bookstore is the only litera
ture distribution facility of the two 
groups in Canada and will supply 
books, Sunday school materials, Bibles 
and music for churches across the 
country. 

To mark the opening of the joint 
venture, the conferences conducted a 
dedication service at the' Christian 
Press building, 159 Henderson High
way, Winnipeg, on Thursday, Decem
ber 2, at 8 p.m. A Winnipeg surgeon, 
Dr. Helmut Huebert, the chairman 
of the Board of Administration of 
Life Books, spoke briefly and the Rev. 
Abe Rempel, the pastor of the North 
Ki Idonan Mennonite Church and a 
representative on the Board of Con
gregational Ministries of the Canadian 
Conference of Mennonites, spoke the 
prayer of consecration. 

The manager of Life Books is a 
native of Morden, Manitoba, Harold 
Petkau, 29. The associate manager 
of Life Books will be Don Kornelson. 
Kornelson's main area of responsi
bility will continue to be with Chris
tian Press which is a printing firm 
serving under the auspices of the 
Mennonite Brethren Conference. 

Mr. Petkau has come to Winnipeg 
from Rosthern, where he managed 
the Mennonite bookstore for the 
past five years. He says he is happy 
for the shift to Winnipeg since it 
means working in a larger center 
and because of the improved possi
bilities to reach a much larger clien
tele, both Mennonnite and non-Men
nonite. 

Earlier Mr. Petkau spent several 
years in British Honduras where he 
was a voluntary service worker with 
the Mennonite Central Committee. 
He is married to the former Dorothy 
Hildebrand, also of southern Manitoba. 
they have one chi Id. 
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Christmas Greetings 
to all the readers of the 

MENNONITE MIRROR 

The Winnipeg 
Symphony Orchestra Ltd. 
PIERO GAMBA, Mus ic Director and Conductor 

NU-STEEL INDUSTRIES LTD. 
WINKLER, MAN. 
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Galvanized Concrete Forms 

U Rib 

Telephone: Jacob Neufeld 
325-7555 

EXTENDING 
OUR SERVICES 

Strong Response to 
Pakistan Refugee Appeal 

The tragedy that the world is wit 
ness ing in the movement of Pakist.ani 
refugees into India is accompanied by 
some of the most intense suffering man 
has ever experi enced. The newspap ers 
and other media have touched the hearts 
of people worldwide. 

The M ennonite Central Committee will 
happily receive any and all gifts that 
M ennonites of North America wi sh to 
make for th e Pakistan emergency, and 
wi II see that these gifts are used w ell. 
It is likely that the goal of $350,000 will 
be m et within th e next month or two. 
Those people who feel the Lord's leading 
to give for East Pakistan purposes should 
not hesitate to do so. 

We would encourage congregations 
that are taking special offerings for 
rel ief between Thanksgiving and Chri st 
mas to consider supporting the regular 
programs as well , in order that th ese 
may not be neglected. There has been 
a slight decrease in contributions to the 
MCC general relief funds, and w e be li eve 
th e strong response for East Pakistan is 
a factor. We would further encourage 
that giving to constituent mission and 
service boards which support th e gen
eral program of MCC not be negl ected 
at this season of the year. 

William T. Snyder 
MCC Executive Secretary-treasurer 

We're at It 
Every Second 

of the Day 

~11'~~ 
. . : ... .. We offer a full range of 

financial services and 
we're constantly working 
to expand and extend the 
many ways we serve you. 
Our complete, depend
able credit union facili 
ties can work to secure 
your future. For all 
financial needs, do rely 
on us. 

THE WINKLER CREDIT UNION LTD. 
Box 1060, Winkler, Man. Phone 325-4351 
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Books are ideal Christmas gifts. When you think of a small present, of 
that extra little present, for your parents, children or grandchildren, choose 
a book. 

Arnold Dyck: De Millionaea von Kosefeld; Wellkoam ope Forstei; Onsi 
Lied; Koop en Bua foari noa Toronto, Part 2. Each $1.00. 

Victor Peters: Nestor Makhno: The Life of an Anarchist (English $3.75, 
in German $4.00); All Things Common, $5.75. 

G. Loewen: Feldblumen (poems for all occasions) $1.50; Echo Books in 
German on Mennonite settlements in Russia: Trakt, $1.00; Terek, $1.00; 
Crimea, $1.25; and In the Holy Land, $1.25. 

Order by telephone (284-1856) or by mail: E. Friesen, 250 Waterloo Street, 
Winnipeg 9. 

For the finest in travel within Canada and throughout the 
world - travel with CP Air is a global affair. For the best buy 
in tours see your travel agent or call CP Air at 957-1060. 

CP 
Air 

Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 

Assiniboine Travel Service Ltd .. 
205·818 Portage Ave. 

Winnipeg 10, Man., Phone 786-7616 

YOUR 
CP AIR 

TRAVEL AGENT 

FOR REFLECTION 

WHAT IS THE MENNONITE CHURCH 
IN THE CITY? 

It is many things. 
It is a church awakening to a viSion, 

still rubbing the sleep from its soul. 
It is a church being lulled into slum

ber, entranced by immersion into the af
fluent society. 

It is hungering and thirsting men and 
women feeding on the Living Bread. 

It is satisfied- people who know not 
that they are starving, zealously guard
ing stale crusts in decorated boxes. 

It is a young church, sometimes 
robust with high ideals and daring 
vision, and sometimes sick with adole'~ 
scent self-centeredness. 

It is a church in middle-age, some
times creatively mature and sometimes 
prematurely senile. 

It is a church of many meetings and 
occasional encounters. 

It is a church exte~ding a hand "in 
the name of Christ" to the brother 
across the sea; and sometimes isolat
ing itself from the brother across the 
street. 

It is a congenial church, offering 
friendship to all who enter its doors, 
and sometimes an exclusive church, 
subtly conscious of who is "our kind." 

It is a church of prodigal sons 
leaving the Father's house, with some 
returning to the Father; and a church 
of older brothers, jealous of the Father's 
prodigal love. 

It is a part of the Church Unive:fial, 
which Christ loves and for which he 
gave His life. 

It is a part of the Church Universal, 
which some love today, and for which 
they are giving their life. 

It is a part of the body of Christ, 
sometimes amputating itself from the 
larger body and sometimes groping to 
work in harmony with the other mem
bers. 

It is a church with prophetic voices 
calling for renewal. 

It is a church with priestly voices 
calling for peace. 

It is a church seeking to hear the 
voice of the Lord above the voices of 
men. 

Adapted from a work of Peter J. 
Ediger in Mennonite Life, January, 
1964. 

Loewen Millwork Canada Ltd. [ 7~oBILT 1 
Steinbach - Edmonton - Kitchener WINDOWS 
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Crossword Puzzle 

DOWN 
1. Initials of author of very well-known 

Christmas story 
2. Pronoun 
3. Hindu epic hero 
4. Cubic (abbrev.) 
5. Christmas message (2 words) 
6 . . " .. to us a son is given; and the 

government will be upon his shoul
der . . . " from -- (abbrev.) 

8. "-- bells" Christmas song 
9. Th e season we are celebrating 

10. A gift of a magus 
11. Consume 
12. Greek letter 
13. Italian river 
14. To whom the angels spoke re birth 
16 That is 
18. Th e body of jewish civil and canoni

cal law 
19. Moth er (Latin) 
21. "who's afraid of Virginia Woolf?" 

author's initials 
22. Every 
25. Not - prefix 
26. Exist 
28. Author of "Silent Night" 
30. "A Child's Christmas in Wales" 

author's initials 

Name 

Street 

Mrs. Mary Funk, of 252 jamison Avenue, 
Winnipeg, is th e winner of the November 
Crossword on M ennonite history. For a prize 
Mrs. Funk receives the Reynold Si emens 
record album plus one additional record of 
her own choice. 

Answers to Las t Month 's 
Crossword Puzzle 

The winner of the December puzz le will 
receive a pai r of concert tickets to hear th e 
opera, Barber of Seville, staged by Opera 
Mani toba, january 26 to 28 in the Centennial 
Concert Hall. Entries should be sent to th e 
Mennonite Mirror, 1044 Corydon Avenue, Win
nipeg, Manitoba R3M OY7. 

Entries should be postmarked no late r than 
january 1, 1972. The winner will be selected 
by a draw from among th e correct entries. 

31. Where (French) 
32. Prophet who foretold dest ructi on in 

Nin eveh 
33. Graduate degree 

ACROSS 
1. Oft heard complaint about Christmas 
6. Identification 
7. Gold (symbol) 
9. "The Night Before Christmas" au

thor's initials 
11. A feast in commemoration of the 

coming of the Magi as the first 
manifestation of Christto the Gentiles 

14. Mariner 
15. Requi escat in pace 
17. Initials of American author; wrote 

"Walden " 
18. Christmas practice associated with 

st. Boniface 
19. "The Anointed One" 
20. Associated with a partridge 
22. Kind of current 
23. Headgea r 
24. Mutter 
27. " God is with us" 
29. Bone 
31. Expression 
33. The gospel which mentions th e Magi 
34. Ancient Roman festival that began 

on Dec. 17. 

I Upcoming Events I 

December 28 to 30: Elmwood MB an
nual Bible conference; German sessions 
during day and English in evening. 
Speakers include : H. H. janzen, Kitche
ner; A. G. Neufeld , Morden; and john 
Regehr, Winnipeg. 

December 12: Mennonite Brethren 
Bible College, oratorio and a cappella 
choir concert, 9:00 p.m., North Kildonan 
MB Church. Program includes Alfred 
Burt, Christmas Carols , Vaughan Wil
liams, Fantasia on a Christmas Carol, 
and Daniel Pinkham's Christmas Can
tata. 

December 19: Choir program, Portage 
Avenue MB Church, 7:00 p.m. 

December 19: Bethel Mennonite choir 
program, 7: 30 p.m. 

December 19: Elmwood MB choi r 
program, 7:00 p.m. 

December 18: Mennonite Children 's 
Choir concert: Share and Hear - Milk 
for Pakistan; Centennial Concert Hall at 
8:30 p.m.; tickets at ATO, Eaton's and 
choir m embers. 

December 24: First Mennonite Church 
candlelight servi ce , reschedul ed from 
December 12. 

City .................................................. Postal Code ..................... . February 12: Th e annual meeting of 
MCC (Manitoba) will be held at the 
Portage Avenue Mennonite Brethren 
Church, 1420 Portage Avenu e. Send entries to: Mennonite Mirror, 1044 Corydon Avenue, 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3M0Y7 
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February 14 to 25: Special course for 
ministers and laymen at the Canadian 
Mennonite Bible College. 
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Der Kriminelle in der 
Wer ist ein Verbrecher? Ein 

Verbrecher oder Krimineller ist 
ein Mensch der fUr schuldig er
klart worden ist ein Verbrechen 
verubt zu haben, das im 
kanadischen Gesetzbuch (Crim
inal Code of Canada) angefUrht 
ist. Einige der mehr bekannten 
Verstosse gegen das Gesetz, 
d ie wir in der .. Criminal Code of 
Canada" aufgezeichnet finden 
sind Diebstahl, Raubdiebstahl , 
Korperverletzung, Totschlag, 
usw. Da ungefahr nur 45% aller 
Kriminalfalle gelost werden, 
konnen wir den Schluss ziehen, 
dass nicht aile Personen, die 
gegen das Gesetz verstossen ha
ben, verhaftet und verurteilt wor
den sind . Dieses bedeutet, dass 
sich in unserer Mitte eine An
zahl Menschen befinden, die 
solche Verbrechen, wie eben 
genannt, verubt haben, die aber 
nicht verurteilt worden sind und 
aus diesem Grunde nicht als 
Kriminelle bezeichnet werden 
konnen. Wenn du einen Mensch
en kennst der gestohlen hat, der 
aber nicht verurteilt worden ist, 
dann darfst du ihn nicht einen 
Dieb nennen, sonst kannst du 
wegen Verleumdung verklagt 
werden . 

Wir klassifizieren Menschen 
sehr oft auf Grund besonderer 
Merkmahle oder allgemeiner 
Charaldereigenschaften, 0 h n e 
dass wir die Person in Betracht 
ziehen. Wir sehen die Menschen 
in solch einer Gruppe nicht als 
individuelle Personlichkeiten. 
Auf der anderen Seite wiederum, 
haben wir die Angewohnheit eine 
ganze Gruppe nach den Eigen
schaften und Eigenarten einer 
Person zu beu rtei len ; manch
mal urteilen wir sogar nur nach 
"Horen-sagen". 

Dies ist gewohnlich der Fall 
mit einem Menschen der gegen 
das Gesetz verstosst. Wenn w ir 
nicht jemanden persohnlich ge
kannt haben bevor oder nach
dem er in verbrecherische Tatig-

von David Rempel 
ubersetzt von Ulrich Woelcke 
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keit verwickelt wurde, dann Kon
nen wir nicht behaupten, dass 
wir Kriminelle kennen. Viele von 
uns sind naWrlich mit Verbrech
ern in Beruhrung gewesen oder 
haben sie naher kennengelernt, 
ohne von ihrer Vergangenheit 
gewusst zu haben. Dieses zeigt 
uns die Gefahr in die wir uns 
begeben wenn wir Menschen 
"uber einen Kamm scheren", 
ganz gleich welche Beschreibung 
wir ihnen geben, gut oder bose. 
1st Veranlagung zum Verbrechen 
erblich? 

Genausowenig wie ein Arzt 
oder ein Geistlicher in ihren 
Beruf hereingeboren werden, ge
nausowenig wird ein Verbrecher 
als Verbrechergeboren. Durch d ie 
Jahre hindurch hat man hin 
und wieder versucht festzustellen 
welche physischen Merkmale 
typisch fUr einen Verbrecher 
sind. Aber man hat keinen Er
folg gehabt. Lombroso, ein itali
enischer Kriminalist des 19. 
Jahrhunderts, untersuchte eine 
volksWmliche Theorie seiner 
Zeit und behauptete, dass man 
einen Kriminellen an seiner 
Kopfform und an se inen Ge
sichtszugen erkennen konnte -
in anderen Worten man brauchte 
einen Menschen nur anzuschau
en, um zu wissen ob er ein Ver
brecher war oder nicht. Jedoch 
nach beachtlichen Nachforschun
gen hat man dan festgestellt, dass 
manche Verbrecher wie Bank
direktoren aussahen und umge
kehrt. Trotzdem haben wir immer 
noch die Angewohnheit einen 
Menschen auf Grund seiner Er
scheinung zu beurteilen. 

Vererbung bestimmt naWrlich 
zu einem gewissen Grad was 
aus uns wird. Ein Mensch kann 
in eine Fami lie hereingeboren 
werden, die sehr intelligent ist 
und er mag diese Eigenschaft 
(die Intelligenz) erben. Wie sich 
aber d iese E:igenschaft entwickelt 
ist eine andere Frage. Es gibt 
zum Beispiel Kinder, die bereits 
in den unteren Schulklassen ver
sagen, obgleich man festgestellt 
hat, dass sie sehr intelligent sind 
und manche von ihnen sind sogar 
von uberragender Intelligenz. 
Dann wiederum gibt es soge
nannte Durchschnittsmenschen 
die in Wissen und Geschiklich-

keit weit uber die "Norm" hin
ausreichen. In ahnlicher Weise 
sind Charaktereigenschaften 
nicht durch Erbgut bestimmt, 
aber eher durch EinflUsse ge
formt denen ein Mensch seit Ge
burt ausgesetzt ist. Gewohnlich 
ubt die Familie den grossten 
Einfluss auf die Entwicklung 
einer Person aus. 

Die Beziehungen, die Men
schen untereinander haben , sind 
in dieser Hinsicht von grosser 
Bedeutung. 1st die Atmosphare 
in einer Familie herzlich und 
innig, haben sie Respekt vorein
ander, dann sind die Chancen 
ausgezeichnet, dass ein Kind ein 
reifer und verantwortungsvoller 
Mensch wird . Gewohnl ich ver
sucht der Sohn seinen Vater nach
zuahmen, da dieser sein Vorbild 
ist, und die Tochter, unter dem 
Einfluss der Mutter, versucht 
es dieser gleichzumachen. In
folge dieser Entwicklung und 
aus dem GefUhl innerer Sicher
heit heraus, sind sie fahig den 
Familienkreis zu verlassen und 
neue menschliche Beziehungen 
aufzunehmen, Beziehungen d ie 
weiterhin zu einem gesunden 
Reifeprozess beitragen und sie 
befahigen anderen behi Iflich zu 
sein. 

Un sere grosse Verantwortung 

Die meisten krim inell veran
lagten Personen haben nie enge 
menschliche Beziehungen ge
habt. Das kann davon herkom
men, dass Zwiespalt zu Hause 
herrschte oder, dass die Eltern 
vor allem materielle Dinge und 
sich selbst zum Mittelpunkt ihrer 
Interessen machten, statt sich 
um Familie und um andere zu 
kummern. Das Verhaltnis 
zwischen den Eltern mag durch 
Zank und Streit getrubt worden 
sein. Zweifelhaftes Benehmen 
(der Eltern) oder andere Grunde 
mogen dazu beitragen, dass 
das Kind nicht die Gelegenheit hat 
positive Beziehungen zu anderen 
Menschen aufzunehmen, so dass 
ein GefUhl innerer Sicherheit 
und Starke sich nicht entwick
eln konnte. In solch einer Um
gebung wird gutes Benehmen 
gewohnlich nicht untersWtzt 
und gefordert, dagegen aber 
wird schlechtes Benehmen durch 



Tadel und harsche und grau
same Strafen noch herausgefor
dert. Wenn jedoch das Kind fUr 
schlechtes Benenmen von je
manden ausserhalb des Famili
enkreises kritisiert wird, dann 
wird es oft unter dem falschen 
Worwand elterlicher Sorge be
schUtzt. Dadurch wird das 
Kind zu asozialem Benehmen er
mutigt, und seine feindselige Ein
stellung gegen seine Eltern wird 
abgelenkt und richtet sich gegen 
seine Umgebung. 
Verlossen sein fuhrl oft zum 
Verbrechen 

Das Benehmen des Menschen 
richtet sich zum grossen Teil 
danach ob Familie, Freunde und 
andere mit denen er verkehrt es 
gutheissen. Dieser gesellschaft
liche Druck ist vielleicht das 
wirksamste Mittel gegen ver
brecherische TiHigkeit. Unser 
Gesetzesbrecher jedoch, hat nie
manden um den er sich kUm
mert oder der sich genUgend 
um ihn kUmmern wUrde, um 
ihn zu beeinflussen. Er lebt in 
einer einsamen Welt, trotzdem 
strebt er nach Anerkennung 
und nach menschlichem Ein
fluss. Um seine~ Hunger nach 
gesellschaftlichen Beziehungen 
zu stillen ist ihm jede Annahe
rung willkommen, ohne dass er 
beurteilt was ihm schaden 
k6nnte und was nicht. 

Die Methoden mit denen un
sere menschliche Gesellschaft 
gegen den Kriminellen vorgeht, 
insbesondere Gefangnishaft, 
sUirken nu r seine asozialen 
GefUhle. 1m Gefangnis ist er 
in einer anormalen Situation, 
aber wir erwarten von ihm, dass 
er hier normales Benehmen 
lernt, so dass er "rehabilitiert" 
in seine Umgebung zurUckgehen 
kann. Aber gerade in dieser 
Umgebung gelang es ihm nicht 
sein Leben erfolgreich zu meis
tern. Wenn er aus dem Gefang
nis entlassen wird, ist er sowie
so gebrandmarkt und ist daher 
weniger denn zuvor dazu ge
neigt sich den positiven Elemen
ten unserer Gesellschaft anzu
schliessen. Er wird jedoch ohne 
weiteres von denen anerkannt, 
mit denen er inhaftiert war, 
und in acht aus zehn Fallen wird 
er wieder das Gesetz brechen. 

Die heutigen GeHingnisse f6r
dern dadurch ihre eigene Exis
tenz. 

Gefangnisstrafe ist nicht so 
effektiv wie man glaubt. Wenn 
irgendeine Strafe wirksam sein 
soil, muss sich der Bestrafte vor 
allen Dingen schuldig fUhlen und 
muss davon Uberzeugt sein, 
dass derjenige, der die Strafe 
austeilt, aufrichtiges Interesse an 
ihm hat. Aus diesem geht hervor, 
dass eine annehmbare pers6n
liche Beziehung zwischen dem 
"Empfanger" und dem "Aus
tei ler" der Strafe bestehen 
muss. In unserem Strafsystem 
ist dieses natUrlich nicht der 
Fall. Es ist sehr unpers6nlich. 
Der Gesetzbrecher ist ein 
"Fall" und im Gefangnis ist 
er eine "Nummer", die Unifor
men sind nUchtern und mono
ton. Es gibt kaum etwas, das 
ihm hilft seine Identitat zu 
wahren. Aus diesem Grunde 
leidet die Vorstellung die er von 
sich selbst hat, und wenn er ent
lassen wird sieht er sich in 
einem sehr schlechten Licht. Er 
Whit, dass er fUr nichts an
deres gut ist als fUr verbrecher
ische Tatigkeit. Aber auch auf 
diesem Gebiet ist er wirklich 
nicht so hervorragend, denn er 
wurde ja erwischt, und h6chst
wahrscheinlich wird er wieder 
geschnappt werden. 
Menschliche Anleilnahme ist 
gefordert! 

Es ist also notwendig, dass 
sich der Kriminelle als ein 
Mensch sieht der etwas wert ist. 
Er muss in der Lage sein in 
einen Spiegel zu schauen, um 
dort Anleitung und Ermutigung 
zu finden. Wir, die wir die 
Normen des Benehmens und die 
gesellschaftlichen Regeln auf
stellen, sind sein Spiegel. Wenn 
wir seine negative Selbstvorstel
lung noch unterstUtzen, dann 
wird er dementspechend rea
gieren; wenn wir jedoch in der 
Lage sind ihm durch unser 
Benehmen zu zeigen, dass er 
eine "Person" ist, dass er das 
Potential fUr eine produktive 
und glUckliche Existenz in sich 
tragt, dann kann sich seine 
Denkweise andern. 

Der Verbrecher ist ein Mit
glied unsere Gesellschaft. Durch 

unsere Polizei, Gerichte, Gefang
nisse und andere Institutionen 
haben wir die Verantwortung 
fUr seine Bestrafung Ubernom
men. (Das gesamte System ist 
wirklich fUr unseren eigenen 
Schutz entworfen obgleich es 
sich nicht sehr wirksam erwiesen 
hat.) Die einzige M6glichkeit 
uns vor dem Verbrecher wirk
lich zu schUtzen liegt darin 
indem wir ihm helfen und er
mutigen einer von uns zu wer
den - ein BUrger der das Ge
setz achtet. Gegenwartig je
doch ist unser ganzes System so 
eingerichtet, dass das Gegenteil 
erreicht wird, indem es den Ge
setzesbrecher abst6sst. Der Er
folg davon ist, dass er ein Ver
brecher bleibt, und das System 
unterminiert sich selbst, indem 
es aile Anstrengungen zunichte 
macht die darauf gerichtet sind 
aus dem Kriminellen ein nutz
liches Glied der mensch lichen 
Gesellschaft zu machen . All 
dieses kostet uns viel Geld und 
gibt uns so gut wie keinen Schutz. 
Es gibt verschiedene Gruppen 
von Menschen u nd "agencies" die 
willig sind zu helfen, aber sie 
sind nur kleine Oasen in unsere 
Gesellschaft. 

Wie konnen wir helfen? 
Wenn wir wirklich an unserem 

Schutz interessiert sind , und 
wenn wir echtes Interesse fUr 
unsere Mitmenschen haben , dann 
mUssen wir uns pers6nlich 
einsetzen; unsere Dollar k6n
nen es nicht tun, auch dann 
nicht, wenn sie fUr Experten auf 
diesem Gebiet verwandt werden. 
Das Beste, das wir erwarten 
k6nnen, isteine schwach besetzte 
Frontlinie der Verteidigung mit 
dem Bewusstsein, dass RUck
schlage unvermeidlich sind -
und die Kriminalitat steigt! 

Unsere Kriminellen, Mitglieder 
unserer Gesellschaft, brauchen 
Freunde, Individuelle und Grup
pen, die bereit sind sich ihrer 
anzunehmen, die bereit sind von 
sich zu geben, den anderen zu 
akzeptieren und sich selbst 
akzeptieren zu lassen in der 
Suche nach besserer Verstandi
gung und wirkungsvoller Hi Ife. 
Dies ist d ie Aufgabe, vor die wir 
gestelltwerden. mm 
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Ein Geigenbauer 
hin, fur meine Kinder aber, die 
ich doch liebte, blieb ke ine Zeit 
- immer ferner ruckten sie 
mir und " nun hab' ich sie ganz 
verloren . .. 

von Frau Helene Janzen 
Es war auf dem "Marine

Tiger" , einem fruheren Armee
schiff, welches nun fluchtig 
fur die Nachkriegsemigranten 
umgebaut worden war. Die Tage 
vorher herrschte Sturm auf dem 
Atlantischen Ozean. Das Schiff 
neigte und hob sich auf den 
schweren Wellen der tobenden 
Flut. Viele Passagiere wurden 
seekrank und blieben in den 
unteren Raumen des Schiffes. 
Zum Abend wurde es still auf 
der See. Nur wenige Menschen 
hatten sich wieder auf Deck 
begeben und beobachteten nun 
die Si lhouette eines entfernt auf
tauchenden Schiffes, dessen Um
risse in der anbrechenden 
Dunkelheit nur durch die elek
trische Beleuchtung erkennbar 
waren und aller Blicke fesselte. 

Die wenigen Menschen, die 
nun aufatmend und entspannt 
in der tiefen Stille dem ent
gleitenden Schiff nachgesehen 
hatten, fingen allmahlich an 
miteinander zu sprechen. 

Neben mi r sass ein stiller 
Mann, der ganz versunken sein
en Gedanken nachzuhangen 
schien . Wer das Gesprach be
gann weiss ich nicht mehr. Viel
leicht hatte ich ihn nach seiner 
Familie gefragt, weil man ihn 
immer so allein sah. Aber dann 
begann er zu sprechen: Ja, er 
hatte zwei heranwachsende 
Kinder gehabt, einen Sohn und 
eine Tochter - begabte, liebe, 
schone Kinder - die er aber 
wahrend des letzten Krieges im 
Kaukasus verloren hatte. Sie 
waren auseinander gekommen 
~nd nun wusste er niphts von 
Ihnen. 

Den Blick in die Ferne gericht
et begann er nun weiter aus 
seinem Leben zu erzahlen . Er 
war Geigenbauer gewesen, ein 
Kunstler darin , hatte im 
Kaukasus eine eigene Werkstatt 
gehabt, die ihm durch den Krieg 
verloren gegangen war. Er 
hatte ganz seiner Kunst gelebt. 

"Und wissen Sie was ich als 
einzige Habe mitmir fUhre?! 
Unten im Schifflager liegen 
meine Kasten mit Holz - auser
lesenes, langjahrig trockenge
lagertes Holz - aus dem Kau
kasus noch und aus Deutschland! 
Das einzig richitge Holz um 
eine gute Geige zu bauen, die 
eine volle feine Resonanz er
klingen lasst. " 

Dann sprach der Geigenbauer 
von den verschiedenen Arten des 
Holzes, von seiner Beschaffen
heit, von seiner Feinheit - so, 
wie eine liebende· Mutter von 
ihren Kindern erzahlt. Man 
bekam das GefUhl, als sahe 
man dieses Holz vor sich -
rotlich, hell und dunkelbraun, 
als streiche die Hand des Geigen
kunstlers liebevoll daruber 
hin; als hore er die Resonanz 
schon jetzt, die eine Geige dieses 
Holzes nach ihrer Vollendung 
hinaussingen wurde! 

"Ja, ich lebte ganz meiner 
Kunst - und" fuhr er traurig 
fort - "habe daruber meine 
Familie verloren . . . Das weiss 
ich erst jetzt, wo ich Zeit zum 
Nachdenken habe. Zu sehr gab 
ich mich meinem Geigenbau 

Er hatte ganz seiner Kunst ge
lebt - jetzt litt er an der verein
samung und dem GefUhl der 
unbewusst versaumten Vater
liebe, die er durch die einseitige 
und vollige Hingabe an seine 
geliebten Geigen, selbst ver
schuldet nun schmerzlich em
pfand. 

Aber der Lebensmut dieses 
Geigenbauers auf dem Emi
grantenschiff des Atlantischen 
Ozeans war nicht gebrochen -
ihn hielt die Hoffnung: Denn 
leise hegte er die Hoffnung, seine 
Kinder doch noch einmal wieder
zufinden. Und im Rumpf des 
Schiffes lag seine einzige Habe, 
das spezifische geliebte Geigen
holz, daraus er im fernen frem
den Kanada wieder Geigen 
bauen wollte. mm 

BLUM EN FUR ALLE GELEGENHEITEN 

Hochzeifen - Beerdigungen 
und sonstige Anlaesse 24-Stunden-Dienst 

After Hours - 339-5686 - 24 Hour Service 

NEUE FLUGPREISE 

Europareisen 
von Jugendlichen oder Studenten! 

Winterurlaub 
in 

HAWAII und MEXICO 
oder anderswo 

Nun auch fOr Sie erschwinglich! 
Fur genaue Informationen bitte rufen Sie 

vertrauensvoll 

774-3578 Abends: 783-5714 Bill Wiebe, Manager 

UNITED TRAVEL SERVICE LTD. 
836 Ellice Ave., Winnipeg 10, Man. 
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Es tont hernieder - weit her, weit her -
Aus der endlosen Zeit eine Wundermar; 
Wie ein Wipfelweh 'n, wie ein Lispeln suss, 
Aus dem alten Garten, dem Paradies : 
Ein Stern ging auf, wie kein Stern je war, 
Da wurde die Nacht wie der Tag so klar. 
Eine Stimme kam aus des Himmels Hohn: 
" Sel ig die Augen, die solches seh 'n! 
Selig das Ohr, dem die Stimme erklingt! 
Selig alles was Odem trinkt!" 
Denn das Wunder der Wunder geschah: 
Gott wurde Mensch; Gott ist euch nah! 

Der sein Kleid sich webt aus dem Sonnengold, 
den der Sternenmantel der Nacht umrollt; 
Er stieg hernieder aus Macht und Gewalt, 
Zog an sich des Menschen Leib und Gestalt 
Um seibe r zu fuhlen in Leib und Geist, 
Was das Menschenleben auf Erden heisst. 
Da wurde suss das bittere Blut, 
Alles was bose, das wurde gut. 
Kein Hochmut war, kein Neid in der Welt, 
Nicht mehr herschte das schl imme Geld. 
Das Herz des Menschen ging liebenden Schlag, 
Der Mensch ward glucklich fur einen Tag. 

Vom Ubel erlost und vom Leid befreit -
Das war Weihnacht, die selige Zeit. -
Weihnacht, du strahlender Weihnachtsbaum! 
Weihnacht, du sehnender Gottestraum! 
Verklungen die Mar - der Stern ist verblasst, 
Wiedergekommen sind Leid und Last. 
Gut ward bose - Liebe entwich, 
Hass und Neid in die Herzen schlich. 
Giftig das Blut in den Adern der Welt 
Rollend geht um das vollende Geld. -

Sehnsucht schleicht an die Tur und weint; 
Blickt und blickt, ob kein Stern erscheint ; 
Horcht und horcht, ob kein Laut sich regt, 
Der die Himmelsbotschaft hernieder tragt. -
Sehnsucht steht schon viel hundert Jahr, 
Wartet und wartet noch immerdar. 
Storet die heilige Sehnsucht nicht, 
Gott versteht, was sie leise spricht. 
Einmal erinnert vielleicht er sich noch 
Seiner Menschen und neigt sich doch; 
Einmal vielieicht noch im Weltenraum , 
U:isst er uns strahlen den Wunderbaum ; 

Sendet vielieicht uns vom Himmel her 
Einmal, noch einmal die Wundermar: 
"Frieden auf Erden! Ende dem Hass! 
Freude den Menschen ohn ' Unterlass! " 
Von euch genommen ist Bosheit und Neid 
Zu euch gekommen: Gluck ohne Leid! 
Seligkeit, Seligke it! 
Weihnacht - Weihnacht, du selige Zeit! -

Ernst von Wildenbruch. 

Weihnacht 
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Reflections from our Readers 
The Mirror regrets that some letters arrived too late for publication in this issue. These, together with other longer 

letters received earlier will be published in forthcoming issues. If you have something to say about anything, write us, and 
the Mirror will try to use it. 

Dear Sir: 
Dislike. Sarcasm. Superiority. Inferi
ority. Not a very pleasant list of 
words. But they describe the gen
eral relationship between Winnipeg's 
two Mennonite private schools; MBCI 
ilnd Westgate Mennonite Collegiate. 

Both schools have various things 
going for them. Both schools have 
young, energetic students attending 
them. Both schools share some re
ligious and historical background, 
and also, basically, the same faith. 
Yl't, for some strange reason, the 
rivalry is sometimes so intense, that 
it frightens me. What is it that is 
keeping us apart, and lowering us 
to the level of insults and conceit? 
Why the competition? Private schools 
have enough trouble existing, never 
mind competing with each other. 

I, myself, a Grade 12 student at 
Westgate, have many friends at 
MBCI, and would like to make many 
more. 

I think the problem lies in the lack 
of knowledge we have of one another. 
Lack of knowledge leads to lack of 
understanding. Where there is lack 
of understanding, there are usually 
hastily formed conclusions, which, 
because they are not fact, are merely 
false presumptions. 

Instead of tearing down, or worse 
yet, ignoring .each other, why don't 
we come out in the open, and discuss 
our hang-ups and prejudices, and, in 
the process, discover new people 'and 
open new lines of communication. 

To the students of Westgate and 
MBCI, I say: Let's come together. 
It's about time. 

Dear Sir: 

Sincerely, 
Karin Klassen, 
Winnipeg 

Keep up the high standard and good 
luck to you. 

MCC (Canada) Eighth 
Annual Board Meeting 

J. H. Janz 

The Mennonite Central Committee (Canada) 
will hold its eighth annual board meetings Janu
ary 14 and 15 in the Steinbach Mennonite Breth· 
ren Church, Lumber and Second Street in Stein
bach. 

Church leaders, youth workers, Sunday school 
teachers are cordially invited to come and ob
serve the annual meeting in session, Friday and 
Saturday, January 14 and 15, from 9:00 a.m, to 
5:00 p.m. 

Everyone is invited to attend a publiC meeting 
in the Evangelical Mennonite Church, on Main 
Street, Fri day Evening, January 14, at 7: 30 r.m. 

Paul Kraybill, former executive secretary 0 the 
Eastern Mennonite Board of Missions will be the 
keynote speaker; his topic is, The New Face of 
Missions. 
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Dear Sir: 
The first three issues certainly have 
been of a very stimulating and in
formative nature. Best wishes to you 
in this endeavour - I do hope the 
venture will continue to be as suc
cessful as the beginning has been. 

Kind regards and good luck. 
Agnes Thiessen 

Dear Sir: 
We in our house enjoyed the first two 
issues of the Mennonite Mirror very 
much. 

We like to congratulate you on 
such a fine venture, and wish you 
much success for the future. 

John J. Epp 

Sehr geehrte Herren: 
Es ist erhebend und sehr ermuti
gend, dass der "Mirror" unsere 
Dichter und Kunstler aufsucht und 
Artikel uber sie ver6ffentlicht! 
Eine Beschreibung uber die Arbeit 
Herrn V. Friesens war hoch an der 
zeit! Dazu hat mich das Gedicht von 
Herrn Gert Neuendorff tief ange
schrocken. 

Fahret fort Kunstler und Dichter! 
- streut Euren Samen! Gott lohne es 
Euch! 

Frau Rudy F. Fast, 
142 Irving Place, 
Winnipeg 

Dear Editors: 
To receive the Mennonite Mirror is 
to welcome friends in my house. Long 
may it reflect. 

Sincerely, 
Selma Enns 

(Note from the editor: "Schemes in
fernal, rhymes internal';' will appear in 
the Mirror before time eternaL) 

Dear Editors: 
Just received your third copy of 
Mennonite Mirror. I am delighted 
with A 'Potpourri of Reading' and 
especially enjoyed the article about 
the very talented artist V. Friesen. 
There is an enormous amount of 
talent among the Mennonite people, 
but very little is written about it. I 
am so glad you care. 

Thank you for including us on your 
mailing list. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Kathy Vogt, 
Fort Garry, Man. 

Dear Sir: 
We really enjoyed the first two copies 
of your paper, partly, perhaps be
cause of our familiarity with the 
contributors. It's great hearing from 
people one has not seen for a long 
time, e.g. Lore, Eric and Ulrich. We're 
looking forward to your futur'e copies. 

Best wishes to all of you. 
Sincerely, 
Werner and Margot Fiegu th, 
Toronto 

Dear Sir: 
Keep up the good work! 

Sincerely, 
Sig and Ruth Toews 

Dear Sir: 
Really enjoyed this October issue! 
And appreciated Wally Kroeker'S 
sensitive handling of the article 
about me. Best wishes! 

Karin Redekopp 

Dear Sir: 
I enjoyed the first two issues, es
pecially the one on the Concordia 
Hospital in the September issue and 
the article by Professor John H. 
Warkentin (his sister and I were 
playmates in Lowe Farm, Man.) Also 
the German articles give me good 
practice on my German which has 
been sad Iy neglected. 

Good luck in your future issues. 
look forward to reading them. 

Yours truly, 
Mrs. Margaret S. Braun 

Sehr geehrter Herr Redakteur, 
Es war fUr mich eine grosse Freude 
und Genugtuung die ersten Nummer 
ihrer werten Zeitschrift zu sehen. Ich 
spreche Ihnen meinen besten Gluck
wunsch fUr weitere Suksesse in der 
Ver6ffentlichung von Mennonite 
~irror. Leider muss ich, als Wissen'
schaftler, Ihre Aufmerksamkeit auf 
eine ungluckliche Unzulanglichkeit 
hinweisen, namlich auf die falsche 
Terminologie: "Russia" fUr "Ukraine" 
im Aufsatz von E. E. (AI) Reimer. 
Chortitz und andere Platze wo einst 
die Mennoniten lebten, liegt in der 
Ukraine (offiziel: Ukrainische So
cialistische Soviet Republik), 
nicht in Russland. Ich hoffe, dass 
dieser lap sur calami leider korrigiert 
werden kann, wenigstens in den 
nachsten Nummern Ihrer werten 
Zeitschrift. 

Dr. J. B. Rudnyckyj, 
University of Manitoba 



Thanlc you to all sponsors 
We would like to thank all the firms listed below for sponsoring our adver
tising program. Why not visit them now for your Christmas gift ideas. The draw 
wi II be made at the Annual Meeting (tentatively set for February 21, 1972). In 
order to qualify, winners will have to answer a skill testing question. 

Loewen Chev-Dlds Ltd., 287 Main Street, 
Steinbach, . Manitoba , are sponsoring a 
beautiful 1971 Vega Hatchback. Stop in to 
see them or phone 453-4623. 

Haddon Hall Limited, exclusive men's 
clothing, shoes and haberdashery store is 
sponsoring a coordinator set. Value $110. 
Call on John or George to show you their 
top quality clothing, 288 Kennedy St., Win
nipeg 2. Phone 942-6892. 

Independent Furniture Limited, house of 
fine furniture , is sponsoring an original 
oil painting. Value $125. See them for all 
your furniture, rugs and appliances at 
499 Notre Dame, Winnipeg 2. Phone 775-
4401. 

Klassen Cabinet Makers Ltd. is sponsoring 
16 feet of beautiful modern elm cabinets. 
Value $500. Modernize your kitchen. Con· 
tact them for all your cabinet needs at 
41 Burnett Ave., Winnipeg 16. Phone 334· 
7139. 

Toews Photo Studio Limited. Professional 
direct color photography speCialists are 
sponsoring three 16x20 self portraits on 
canvas. Value $134 each. See the experts at 
eitlier of two locations. - 766 Arlington 
SI. (774-8484) or 961 Henderson Highway 
(339-2389). 

Independent Jewellers Ltd., 493 Notre 
Dame, Winnipeg 2. The house of fine 
jewellery, is sponsoring three decorator 
clocks. These clocks are solid wood 
Mediterranean style. Value $39.95 each. 
Phone 774-5544. 

Derksen Appliance Sales and Service, 
your RCA appliance centre, sponsors a 
lovely three· temperature selection, two· 
cycle RCA electric clothes dryer; conve
nient top, mounted lint screen is waist 
level. Value $199. See display at 929 
McLeod Ave., Winnipeg 16, or phone 
334-3516. 

Enns TV and Radio Service, 1109 Hender
son Highway, Winnipeg 16, your RCA 
dealer is sponsoring a trim, two-tone 
walnut and fog white, transformer
powered 20-inch portable TV. Value $199. 
For all your TV and radio needs, call 
Enns at 334-4827. 

Enns Brothers Limited, at Highway 3 and 
the Perimeter, are sponsoring a snow
mobile suit (chOice of size and color). 
$40 value . Polaris sales and service. Stop 
in and see many models on display. Phone 
489-3687. 

ANNOUNCING NEW INTEREST RATES 

Personal Loans reduced from 12% to 11 % if your loan is in a current position 
(effective December 1, 1971). 
Real Estate Loans remain at 10%. 
Insured Savings remain at 6%. 
Uninsured Savings now at 6-1/2%. 
Current accounts remain at 4%. 

~trry <tlqristmas aub a 1!;appy NtUt 'tar tn all 

nur ~tmbtrs aub fritubs. 

CROSSTOWN CREDIT UNION 
Serving people of the Mennonite faith in Manitoba 

171 Donald Street 
947-1243 - Winnipeg 

1109 Henderson Highway 
338-9349 - Winnipeg 
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rgfts the joy, light 
and love of this Christmas 
season, radiate their 

blessings upon all, we sincerely 
wish our good friends in 

the community a holiday 
filled with life's 

most treasured gifts. 

MONARCH MACHINERY 
LIMITED 

~----------------------------------~---------------
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