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NEW WRITERS APPOINTED 

FOR 

MENNONITES IN CANADA SERIES 

The Mennonite Historical Society 
f Canada is pleased to announce 

the appointment of Dr. Ted Regehr 
as writer and Marlene Epp as 
writer/researcher for Volume III 
of the series, "Mennonites in 
Canada·" • 

This series was abruptly halted 
in January of this year by the 
untimely death of the writer, Dr. 
Frank H. Epp. Dr. Epp had served 
the Society as historian for this 
project and had completed the 
first two volumes of the series; 
"Mennonites in Canada: The 
history of a Separate People 1786 
- 1920", published in 1974, and 
"Mennonites in Canada: a People's 
Struggle for Survival, 1920 
1940", published in 1982. Dr. 
Epp was working on the third 
volume of the series, covering 
the years 1940 1965, at the 
time of his death. 

c=A t has been no small matter for 
the society to fill the void left 
by Dr. Epp. Several executive 
meetings have been held where 

this matter has comprised a major 
portion of the agenda. However, 
the society has been unanimous in 
its choice of Dr. Ted Regehr of 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan and 
Marlene Epp of Waterloo, Ontario 
to carryon with the completion 
of Volume three of the series. 

Dr. Ted Regehr comes as no 
stranger to this project. He 
chaired the editorial committees 
of the first two volumes of the 
series and has served the society 
as its president for six years. 

Dr. Regehr is professor of 
History at the University of 
Saskatchewan where for a number 
of years he also served as head 
of the department. He is the 
author of several books and 
numerous scholarly articles. His 
major area of expertise has been 
Canadian business history. He is 
perhaps best known as the author 
of "The Canadian Northern 
Railway: Pioneer Road of the 
Northern Prairies", 1895 - 1918, 
published in 1976. 

Working together with him will be 
Marlene Epp. Marlene has been 
heavily involved with volume 
three of "Mennonites in Canada". 
Over the past three years she 
assisted her father, Dr. Frank 
Epp, as researcher/writer of this 



project. She has also completed Q variety of writing projects, 
ost recently co-authoring with 

her father a chapter in "Looking 
into my Sister's Eyes: an 
Exploration in Women's History", 
published by the Multicultural 
History Society of Ontario. 

The Society is confident in the 
appointment of these two writers. 
The Society encourages all 
Mennonite groups, institutions 
and individuals to give them 
their cooperation and support as 
they continue the research and 
writing of the third volume of 
this series. It is the goal of 
the writers and the society that 
volume three will be completed by 
the end of this decade. 

Ken Reddig, 
Society Secretary 
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REWRITINS HISTORV 

w~ all would like to change the 
pages of history, if we only 
could. It would be very pleasant 
if our theories of history, why 
events happen the way they do, 
would coincide with our 
predispositional concept. 

A recent study of Archives in 
North America has found that 
there are people who actually 
work at changing history. What 
is even more appalling is who it 
is that wants to "purge" or 
"change" the historical records. 

he study found that the biggest 
problem is in labour archives, 
with academics, who do not like 
what they find in the record, 
especially where credit is given 
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to another political party other 
than their own. They mark out, 
cross out and on occasion even 
cut out the sections they 
disagree with. 

Lest anyone get any ideas, it is 
hereby noted that th~.Centre for 
M.B. Studies has no · political 
affiliations, it keeps all its 
records intact (without editing>, 
and the Centre strictly forbids 
any and all conference workers 
from altering records once 
deposited in the archives. 

Unfortunately, we cannot ensure 
that records have not been 
altered before they arrive in the 
centre. 

1891 CENSUS RECORDS AVAILABLE 

The Dominion Archivist, Dr. Jean
Pierre Wallot, has announced that 
the individual records of 
Schedule 1 (Nominal Return of the 
Living) of the 1891 census are 
now available for research 
purposes at the Public Archives 
of Canada. 

Covering all regions except 
Newfoundland, 1891 census records 
will supplement those already 
available at the Public Archives, 
namely, · the 1871 and 1881 
censuses of Canada and the 1851, 
1861 and other pre-Confederation 
censuses. 

According to Thomas Hillman, 
archivist responsible for these 
records, "the release of the 1891 
census recognizes the growing 
public interest in genealogical 
research. These records will 
also assist scholars in 
chronicling the rich social and 
economic history of 19th century 
Canada. " 



Copies of the 1891 census on 
icrofilm are available for 

consultation at the Public 
Archives of Canada, 395 
Wellington Street, Ottawa and 
through interlibrary loan at 
public and university libraries. 
Microfilm reels (138 in all) may 
also be purchased from the Public 
Archives. 

WHAT WE SAID 

Ever interested in comparing 
conference resolutions on the 
topics of Peace and Social 
concerns? 

d unique resource will soon be 
vailable. MCC-Canada has funded 

Mr. Bert Friesen to compile a 
nearly exhaustive listing of. all 
Peace and Social Concerns 
Statements of nearly every 
Mennonite group in Canada. 

The resource will consist of an 
extensive index to some 
6,000 microfilmed conference 
resolutions. CMBC Publications 
will be distributing this major 
resource. The complete package 
of Index and microfilms will be 
available in the fall of 1986. 
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MENNONITE MUSIC-MAKING 

PROJECT NEARS COMPLETION 

Doreen Klassen has almost 
completed her study of "Mennonite 
Music-making in Canada". Funded 
by the Secretary of State for 
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Canada Multiculturalism, the 
500 plus page report was handed 
in, in early .May. 

Still to come is a small audio
visual report for use in schools 
and by interested individuals. 
This report will be completed by 
mid July, 1986. 

For those interested, 
the full report may be 
the Centre for M.B. 
Winnipeg. 
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RECENT ACCESSIONS 

Books. Beyond those Mountains 
by Dick Thiessen and The 
Story of the Krimmer M.B. 
Church by C.F. Plett. 

Yearbooks and personal 
of Jacob H. Franz, 

and missionary to 

Books, 
papers 
minister 
Paraguay. 

Diary of Franz W. Martens 
<1869-1934 ) 

Sermons of Johann J. Funk 
. <1838-1978) 

Autobiography of 
Klassen (1903-1935) 

Susie 

6. Sermons of 
Thielman 

Rev. Henry G. 

7. Photograph of Orloff Central 
Schule (1890's) with teacher 
Kornelius Unruh. Also book 
My Father: FeC. Thiessen by 
Katie Klassen. 

8. Approximately 7 linear feet 
of Alberta M.B. Conference 
materials (1970's) 



9. Approximately 1 1/2 linear 
feet of the personal papers 
of missionary Rev. A.A. 
Unruh. 

10. Four Coaldale M.B. Church 
yearbooks. 

11. 55 books (music & Mennonite) 
donated by Mr. Diet Kroeker. 

Drieband 
Antwort 
Huebert. 

and copies of ~ 
donated by Helmut 

-~-

13. Two papers Guided Social 
Change in the Paraguayan 
Chaco: Cooperation in a Loud 
Development . Scheme by 
Indigenous Farmers (1973) and 
Paraguayan Indian Settlement 
Program: 1975 - 1976. Both 
written by Indian Settlement 
Executive Committee and 
donated by Henry Boschman. 

The Newsletter of the Mennonite Brethren Historical Society of Canada 
is published four times a year by the Executive of the Society, at the 
Centre for MB Studies in Canada. All correspondence regarding the 
Society or the Newsletter should be addressed to: NEWSLETTER EDITOR MB 
Historical Society of Canada, 1-169 Riverton Avenue., WINNIPEG, 
Manitoba R2L 2E5. If you know of someone who would be interested in 
becoming a member of the Society please have them send their name and 
address, together with a $5.00 membership fee, to the address 
indicated above. 
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~~Dynamics of Faith and Culture in Mennonite 
Brethren History" 

Program 
SESSION I 

Friday, November 14, 1986 (7:00 p.m.) 

1. "A Religious or Social Elite: The Mennonite Brethren in Imperial Russia" 

DR. JAMES URRY 
Dr. Urry teaches in the Department of Anthropology, Victory University of Wellington, New Zealand. 

2. "Continuity and Change Among Mennonite Brethren" (8:30 p.m.) 

DR. PETER HAMM 
Dr. Hamm serves as the Secretary for Asia, Africa and Europe with the Mennonite Brethren Board of 
Missions and Services, Winnipeg. 

SESSION II 

Saturday, November 15, 1986 (9:00 a.m.) 

1. "German Language and Faith and Culture" 

DR. JACOB LOEWEN 
Dr. Loewen is a translation consultant for the American and United Bible Societies, Abbotsford, B.C. 

2. "Ethics and Culture" (10:30 a.m.) 

DR. DELBERT WIENS 
Dr~ Wiens teaches philosophy at Fresno-Pacific College, Fresno, California. 

SESSION III 

Saturday, November 15, 1986 (1:00 p.m.) 

1. "New Mennonite Brethren and Faith and Culture" 

KATIE FUNK WIEBE 
Mrs. Wiebe teaches in the Department of English, Tabor College, Hillsboro, Kansas. 

2. "Disintegration of Faith and Culture" (2:30 p.m.) 

DR. PAUL TOEWS 
Dr. Toews teaches in the Department of History, Fresno- Pacific College and serves as Director of the 
Centre for Mennonite Brethren Studies, Fresno, California. 

BANQUET 
Saturday, November 15, 1986 

6:00 p.m. 
"A Matter for Diplomacy: The British Government and the Mennonite Migration of the 1870's" 

BANQUET ADDRESS BY DR. JAMES URRY 
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REGISTRATION FORM 

"Dynamics of Faith and Culture in Mennonite Brethren History" 

Name: 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ _ 

__________________________ Postal Code _____________________________ __ 

LODGING: If you require lodging please make your requests know below. Unfortunately, no College 
housing will be available. 

Hotel/Motel 

Local Home: _______________________________________________________ _ 

TRAVEL: If you will require transportation to the MBBC or to your place of lodging, please note the 
following: 

Carrier: 

Terminal: 

Arrival ti me: ----------------------------:-:-_,~~.:......:"'""-"'_":__7_"_--'=-"::_::_;.:._':"_:c__ 

Dare: _______________________________ ~~ __ ~----~_,~_,~~~-

REGISTRATION FEES: 
______ Symposium - including Banquet 
___________ Banquet only 
__________ Lectures only 
_________ Students: Banquet 

Lectures 

Please make your cheque payable to: Centre for MB Studies 
169 Riverton Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R2L 2E5 

$20.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$ 5.00 

NOTE: Registration fee provides each person with a copy of the major papers, and helps defray some of 
the Symposium costs. 
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