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SOCIETY PLANS BEN AND ESTHER HORCH EVENING 

November 13, 1981 has been set as the date of a "Ben and Esther Horch Appreciation 
Evening" to be held in the Mennonite Brethren Bible College auditorium at 8:00 p.m. 

The Horch's are well known to Mennonites of all provinces for their many years of 
involvement in Mennonite Music-making. Serving on many different levels Mr . Horch 
has at one time or another been a voice teacher, conductor, administrator, resource 
person, editor, educator and professional broadcastor. For 12 years he conducted the 
Mennonite Brethren Bible College Oratorio Choir, College A Capella Choir, and the 
Mennonite Community Choir in Winnipeg. He founded and conducted the Mennonite 
Symphony Orchestra, and in summer interims (1943-1950) he was also the leading 
Kurseleiter (music clinitian, resource person, conductor of choral festivals) for 
the Mennonite Brethren Conference in Canada. 

Mrs. Esther Horch has shared in her husbands musical interest. She has taught 
hymnology at both the Mennonite Brethren Bible College and the Canadian Mennonite 
Bible College in Winnipeg. In addition she has been a consultant to the editors of 
the M.B. Gesangbuch. For the last 15 years before her retirement she was profes
sionally involved in social work institutions in Winnipeg. 

The purpose of the'Appreci .ation Evening " is to inaugerate the musical collection 
of the Centre for M.B. Studies, which will be named the "Ben and Esther Horch 
Musical Collection," in honour of their many years of service to the Mennonite 
community. 

Planned for the "Appreciation Evening" is an interview with the Horch's, a brief 
chronology of their many contributions and involvements, with the highlight 
of the evening being Mr. Horch conducting the entire group in the singing of 
selected "Kernlieder," accompanied by an instrumental ensemble. 

The public is invited to attend this event. 
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4. Ken Reddig, Conference Archivist, reported on the present projects of the 
Centre for M.B. Studies. 

4.1 The J.A. Toews book of essays and addresses is now available . 

4.~ Erich Ratzlaff presently is writing the biography of the late D.B. Wiens. 
Publication is expected to be in the fall of 1982 . 

4.3 William Neufeld is researching and writing the history of the Manitoba M.B. 
Conference. This is to be completed in the fall of 1982. 

4.4 Anne Wiebe is writing the Ontario M.B. Conference history. Completion date 
not as yet confirmed. 

4.5 Significant acquisitions in the Centre are l~sted in each issue of the 
Newsletter. Of particular significance are the additions of Church minutes 
and reports. 

4.6 A projected project of studying Mennonite Music-making has been initiated. 
It is hoped that government funding (via Multi-Culturalism) wi 11 be secured 
for the cost of interviewing individuals across Canada who were involved in 
music-making within Mennonite churches, institutions and communities. 

4.7 Microfilming of the Mennonitishe Rundschau is underway. A government grant 
has also been secured for two students to continue the Rundschau indexing 
proj ect. 

5. Histor i cal Society Treasurers Report 

Balance June 1, 1980 
Membership receipts $290.00 
Music research 
News letter 
Heimat Donations $15,127.00 
Heimat Expenses 
Office Expenses 
Winnipeg IIHeimat" Showing $600.00 
Balance June 1, 1981 

$200.00 
$75.28 

$15,127.00 
$44.55 

$310.50 

$880.67 

6. Restructuring of the Historical Committee wi 11 take place after the Canadian 
Conference. Three members of the Society will be represented on this Committee. 

7. Elections of new officers for the Society were conducted. The new officers are: 

Chairman: Helmut Huebert 
Vice-Chairman: Abe Dueck 

Secretary Treasurer: Bill Schroeder (Winnipeg) 
Members-at-large: Harry Loewen and Velma Mierau. 

8. Dave Dueck of Dueck Fi 1m Productions submitted the following proposal: 

That the Canadian Mennonite Brethren Historical Society register its support 
for the proposed film on the Russian Mennonite Experience. 

This motion was accepted. 

A second motion by Dueck Fi I Productions for a grant of $10,000 was postponed 
until it is acted upon by the Executive Committee. 
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9. Ed Boldt report ed on the various activities being planned fo r the ce lebr at i on 
of the 50th anniversary of the Ontario M.B. Confere nce . 

10. Meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ken Redd i g 

D.B. WIENS BIOGRAPHY 

On February 25, 1981 a beloved brother and co-worker, Rev. D.B. Wiens, went to be 
with the Lord. His life , as was evident to a ll who knew him, was one of commitment 
to the reconciliati on and peace made possible through Jesus Ch r i st . Through ,hi s 
mini st ry he touched the lives of many different people. From 194 3-1 95 5 he s e rv ed 
as pastor to Russian-speaking churches around Saskatoon, pa rticul a rly Arele e , Saska t 
chewan. During the years 1957-1981, since its incept ion, he served as spea ke r on 
the Russian Gospel Light (Swe tlyj Lutsch Evange l ija). It was a minis t ry to whic h he 
was deep ly committed and which proved to be very rewarding to him. He saw his t ask 
as being a pastor to those who had no pastor. This is evident in a n article he 
wrote for the Spring, 1981 i ssue of Backgrounder. 

It would seem that one of the priorities in this ty pe of ministry wou ld 
be to create in your listeners, who are cut off from all sp iritu al fellow
ship, a r ea l sense of belonging. They must be made aware of the fact tha t 
eve n thou gh they cannot attend church and see the speaker who ministe rs 
to th em on radio they are part and parcel of a large fami ly, even the 
Church of Jesus Christ--the fami ly of God. 

Because of th e s ignificant impact of his ministry in Saskatchewan, Britis h Col umbi a 
and th e Soviet Uni on , the Historica l Committee of th e Can ad i an Conference of 
Mennonite Brethren Churches be lieves that a biography of Brother Wiens, t ogethe r 
with a selection of his sermons would be ve ry much ap prec iated . The Historica l 
Committ ee has cont acted Erich Ratzlaff, f ormer teacher and more rec en tly edi t or 
of the Mennoniti sche Rund sch au! to prepare this volume. 

Since May Erich Ratzlaff has been hard at work on this volume. Already the biogra phy 
is taking shape with a po rtion of the first draft completed. Publi cat i on is be ing 
planned for th e fall of 1982. 

A volume such as this is not without cos t. Preparation of the manuscript wi II 
require $2,600.00 in financial support . If you are in te r ested in sending a dona
tion for this project pl ease write your chequ e payable to liThe Cen t r- e for M. B. 
Studi es " clearly indica ting that it is for th e D.B. Wien s biography. A tax receipt 
will be issued for all donations. 

Send donations to: The Ce ntre for M.B. Studi es , 77 Henderson Highway , Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, R2L ILl 
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INDEXING THE RUNDSCHAU 

The Centre received another Federal grant this summer enabling it to continue 
indexing the Mennonitishe Rundschau. This grant was received from the Summer 
Student Employment Program of the department of Multicultural ism. 

Employed under the grant were Anna Lee Lepp, formerly from Steinbach, Manitoba 
(an Honours student in German and History) together with Harry Loewen Jr., a 
doctoral student from Winnipeg who wi 11 be completing his studies in Germany 
this fall. 

With the efforts of these students an index has now been prepared for the years 
1920-1931. At the present it is only available for use in th e Centre. However, 
plans are that when the indexing has been completed for the years 1920-1939 t h i s 
material wi 11 be publ ished in book form for use in other libraries and archi ves. 

SYMPOSIUM PAPERS PUBLISHED 

The papers presented at the November 1980 Symposium "Inf1uences on Mennonite 
Brethren Theo1ogy,11 have been published in the July issue of DIRECTION. Due to 
limited space the papers have been edited in order to conform to the format of 
this Journal. 

If you are not a subscriber to DIRECTION and would appreciate a copy of this is s ue, 
the Centre has an additional supply which it is presently selling for $2.50/copy . 
Please send your orders to the Centre--address is the same as that of this Newsl ette r . 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

The following books have been received at the Centre and wi 11 be rev iewed in a 
forthcoming issue of the Newsletter: 

IMMER WElTER NACH OSTEN: SUEDRUSSLAND - CHINA - KANADA, EIN SIEBZEHNJAEHRIGER 
MENNONITISCHER LEIDENSWEG. Abram J. Loewen. Winnipeg, MB: CMBC Publ ications, 1981. 
120.pp; . 

The story of a group of Mennonites who flee the Soviet Union into China, where 
they encounter many difficu1ties--inc1uding the struggle between Tschiang Kai-Sc he k 
and the Revolutionary Army. 

PEOPLE OF THE WAY: SELECTED ESSAYS AND ADDRESSES. John A. Toews (Edited by Abe 
Dueck, Herb Giesbrecht, Allen Guenther). Winnipeg, MB: Historical Committee of t he 
Canadian Conference of M.B. Churches, 1981. 245 pp. 

A book of essays and speeches by the late John A. Toews reflects his churchly 
concerns: The Nature and Life of the Church; the History and Theology of t he Churc h ; 
Peace and Nonresistance; Unity and Faithfulness; Work and Witness. The book includ es 
a brief biography of Toews, written by David Ewert. 

DIE MENNONITEN BRUEDERGEMEINDE IN RUSSLAND 1925-1980. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte von 
Heinrich Woe1k und Gerhard Woelk. Winnipeg, MB: Historical Commission of th e Ge ne ra l 
Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches of North America, 1981. 229 pp. 
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Just released in September this book was written with the encouragement and 
guidance of Dr. J.B. Toews--Fresno. Written by two brethren who lived through 
these traumatis years it is the first account documenting the struggle for survival 
of Mennonite Brethren Church in the Soviet Union between the years 1925-1980. 

SOVIET EVANGELICALS SINCE WORLD ~/AR II. Walter Sawatsky. Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 
1981. 527 pp. 

This volume chronicles and interprets the forty-year experience of bel ievers' 
churches in the Soviet Union since World War I I. Sawatsky probes the history of 
three major groups--Baptists, Mennonites, and Pentecostals--in great depth. He 
provides keen analysis of the Soviet evangelical movement up to the present time. 

PLAIN BUGGIES: AMISH, MENNONITE, AND BRETHREN HORSE-DRAWN TRANSPORTATION. Stephen 
Scott. Lancaster, PA: Good Books, 1981. 96 pp. -

The most interesting, most complete book ever published describing why thousands 
of Amish and Mennonites drive horses and buggies instead of cars has just been 
released. 

Plain Buggies: Amish, Mennonite, and Brethren Horse-Drawn Transportation has been 
published by The People's Place, Intercourse, Pennsylvania as part of their 
educational series. 

The author is Stephen Scott of Lancaster County, PA. Himself a member of the Old 
Order River Brethren, Scott has been researching the 90-some vehicles used by the 
various plain peoples for the past fifteen years. Many of the dozens of photos in 
the book were taken by the author. 

liThe plain people believe that everyday life cannot be separated from religion," 
Scott states. He explains the religious convictions behind the practices _of these 
people. 

Scott has divided the buggies into four main styles among the Amish of North America: 
the Pennsylvania style, the Ohio style, the Indiana style, and the Swiss style. The 
Old Order Mennonites have a variety of open and top buggies also. 

The Pennsylvania Amish style, for instance, may be found in grey, yellow, white, or 
black. The Ohio style is the most popular. 

Scott includes a detailed map of where these various groups live and a "church tree" 
which illustrates their relationship to each other. He also includes a table which 
compares the prices of buggies in various communities. 

Scott claims that an Amish or Mennonite buyer can tell a lot about a horse's 
personality by studying its face. He details how horse-drawn vehicles are governed 
by law and are vulnerable to harassment. 

The second half of this book pictures and describes dozens of the main buggy styles 
used from state to state across this country, as well as in Canada and Mexico. It 
is complete, fascinating, and sympathetic. 

Stephen Scott takes the reader so deeply into the Old Order world that one almost 
wonders why everyone doesn't live that way. It's a book not easily forgotten. 
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RECENT ADCESSIONS 

1. Back issues of the VOICE donated by Peter H. Peters. 

2. Church minutes and reports of the Alexander M.B. Church (Manitoba). Approxi ma tely 
five linear inches of materials. Donated by Peter J. Doerksen and Albert Baerg. 

3. Minutes and financial reports concerning the operation and dissolution of 
Fellowship Bookcenter. Donated by Fellowship Bookcenter. 

4. A 34 page personal account of Herman Jantzen, Netherlands, and his expe riences 
in the Soviet Union. Donated by Mrs. Cathorine Klassen. 

5. Complete Fami ly Tree of Johann Dick (1830-1903). Purchased from Arnie Neufeld. 

6. Personal Diary of Peter Neufeld (1917-1918); The Mennonite Settlement Near 
Vanderhoof in the Nechako Valley, BC; Brief Information on Mennonites; published 
and purchased from Jacob V. Neufeld. 

7. Diary of Mrs. Ida Penner (nee Hiebert) 1925-1933. Donated by Mrs. Ida Penner. 

8. Several hundred books and pamphlets, mostly German and many Mennonite. Donated 
by Mrs. Catherine Klassen. 

9. Yearbook, Spectrum of MBCI, 1949-1961. Donated by Mrs. Bergmann. 

10. Minutes of the Crestwood M:B. Assembly, Medicine Hat, Alberta. Donated by the Church. 

11. Photographic collection of Mr. Jacob Mant1er. Donated by Jacob Mant1er. 

12. Music pamphlets, photos and other materials relating to the Mennonite Symphony 
Orchestra. Donated by Mr. ~i11iam Neufeld. 

This NEWSLETTER of the Mennonite Brethren Historical Society of Canada is published 
four times a year, by the Executive of the Society, at the Center for Mennonite 
Brethren Studies in Canada, Winnipeg. All correspondence regarding the Society or 
the NEWSLETTER should be addressed to: 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
M.B. Historical Society of Canada 
77 Henderson Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R2L 1 L1 

Executive of the Society: Helmut Huebert, Chariman; Abe Dueck, V. Chariman; Wi 11 iam 
Schroeder, Secretary-Treasurer; Velma Mierau and Harry Loewen, Members-at-Large. 
Editor of the NEWSLETTER, Ken Reddig. 

If you know of someone who would be interested in becoming a member of the Society 
and receive the NEWSLETTER please have them fi 11 out the following form: 

NAME: 
STREET ADDRESS: 

CITY: ________ PROV I NCE :~ _______ _ POSTAL CODE: 

Send form together with the yearly membership fee of $5.00 to the Society Secretary 
in care of the above stated address. 


