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Rilling, Wiens and the choirs

‘‘People need to be transported out of
everyday, out of their mundane rou-
tines. At some point singers need an ex-
perience which is bigger than they are,
I think an event like this does it,”" says
organizer Bill Baerg of MB Bible College.

The event was the week-long Church
Music Seminar organized by MBBC and
Canadian Mennonite Bible College. The
seminar, held every two years, has
become a tradition, and every fourth
year the organizers try to make it excep-
tional. This year the organizers asked
Helmuth Rilling to direct the oratorio
choir. One of the world’s leading choral
conductors, West Germany's Rilling is a
true ‘‘church musician'’. Son of a Lu-
theran minister, Rilling studied the-
ology, became a church organist and
founded a church choir which he still
conducts after 35 years.

“Rilling has a tremendous technique
and communicates well with his hands.
He's a scholar and knows how to look at
the words and music and how they re-
late. He’s a tremendous model for our
conductors,”” says Baerg.

Rilling is an authority on J.S. Bach and
has recorded all of Bach's sacred choral
music. The goal of his interpretation is
to make the meaning of Bach's music

1 8 M E N N O N1TE B

Mean |7

Edith Wiens

tangible to people today. The **Christian
dimension’’ of Bach's work is integral to
the music, says Rilling. *‘Bach’s music is
performed also and primarily because it
has something to say above and beyond
that which is simply musical.”

Helmuth Rilling has received many
honours for his work. His particular
contribution to church music is sym-
bolized in the honourary doctorate he
received in 1985 from the University of
Tubingen, not from the faculty of music
but from the Faculty of Protestant
Theology.
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