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CONFESSION OF F AITII. 

We beline with the heart and conf
with the mouth before all men accordini to 
the eontntll of the Holy Scriptures, the Word 
of God (Heb. 11: 6; Rom. 10: 9-10; 2 'l'!m. 
3: 16-17; 2 Pet. 1: 20-21; Gal.1: 8; d. 
ueonclusion". 

I. CONCERNING GOD. 

lf 1. That thet-e is one God, Creator of the 
heavens and the earth apd all visible and in· 
visible thing•; that He is eternal, almighty, 
omniscient, alone wise, holy, just and vera
cion's, infinite and omnipresent, alone good 
and perfect, invisible and incomprehensible, 
a Spirit; that He is love; merciful, patient, 
loii&'·Sufferin&'; that He l• faithful and un
changeable, allsufficlent and bleased; that He 
is the well-sprln&' of life; that He only hath 
immortality, dweliing in the light, which no 
man can approach unto; that He sustains and 
&'Overna and worketh all things; that He is 
mjzhty in council and mighty in deed, a Lord 
of lords and King of kinga. The heaven Is 
His throne, and the earth His footstool. 
Thouaand thousands minister unto Him and 
ten thousand times ten thouaaQd stand be
fore Him. His name is Lord of hosts; the 
Jieavens and all the earth are full of His glo
ry. Deut. 4: 35; Gen. 1: 1; Rom. 1: 19--20; 
Paa. 33: 6; Paa. 90: 2; Rev. 4: 9; Gen. 17: 1; 
Rev.l: 8; Psa.139: 1....,..4; Rom. 16: 27; Jude 
25; Lev. 11: 44; Iaa. 6: 3; Rev. 4: 8; Exo. 9: 
27; Psa. 11:7 ;Psa. 51: 6; Psa. 145: 17; Rev. 
15: 3; Rev. 16: 5; Psa. 139: 7~12; Matt. 5: 
48; Psa. 25: 8; Matt. 19: 17; Exo. 33: 20; 
John 1: 18; Psa. 147: 5; Rom. 11: 33; John 
4: 24; 1. John 4: 9; Gen. 34: 6; Luk. 6: 36; 
Rom. 2: 4; Thess. 3: 3; Exo. 3: 14; Mal. 3: 
6; Jas. 1: 17; Isa. 43: 22-24; 1 Tim. 6: 15; 
Paa. 36: 10; Jer. 2: 13; 1 Tim. 6: 16; Deut. 
10: 17; 1 Tim. 6: 15; Isa. 51: 15; Psa. 19: 2; 
Hab. 3: 3. 

If 2. '1 his one God has revealed Himself as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Isa. 6: 3; Matt. 
3: 16-17; Matt. 28: 19; John 16: 13:-15; 
2 Cor. 13: 13: Num. 6: 24--26. 

lf 3. Concerning God, the Father, we be
lieve and confess, that of Him the whole fam
ily in heaven and earth is named ; that He Is 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort; in particular, that He is the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and all His believ
ers and that He has made all things through 
tb: Son, the Eternal Word, and through the 
breath of His mouth. 1 Cor. 8: 6; Eph. 3: 
16; 2 Cor. 1: 3; Matt. 6: 9; Rom .8: 14-15; 
John 1: 3; Col. 1: 16; Heb. 1: 2; Gen. 1: 2; 
Paa. 33: 6; Job. 33:4. 
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~ 4. Concernina' Chr.lat the Soa ol God, we 
believe and confess, that He is our Lord, Re
deemer and Sa vi or ; tbe eternal living Son 
of God, begotten of the Father from eternity 
in an lnconc&ivable manner; that He is His 
only begotten Son, the true God, ma.gni.fted 
in eternity. Luk. 2: 11 ; Luke 2: 30; John 
.(: 42; Rom. 3: 24; Matt. 1: 21; Mic. 5: 1; 
John 1: 1; John 17: 5 and 24; Heb. 13: 8; 
Psa. 2: 7; Heb.1: 5-10; Isa. 9: 6; Matt. 17: 
5; John 1: 14; John 3: 16 and 18: Rom. 9: 5; 
1 John 5: 20. 

11 5. A-This eternal Son of God. when the 
time was fulfilled, was "sent by the Father 
from heaven into the world, that His pur
pose, which He had before the foundation of 
the world, might be accomplished; namely, to 
redeem us from the eternal curse. John 3: 
13 and 31; 1 Peter 1: 20; John 3: 16 Gal. 3: 
13; Rom. 8: 3; 2 Cor. 5:21. 

B-That He through the wonderful 
power of the Father and working of the Holy 
Spirit (in conception) was made flesh, a man, 
of the highly-favored and among the women 
blessed virgin Mary. was born of her and so 
in all things became like unto us, but without 
sin, and thus is true God and true man, our 
only Savior, Jesus Christ. Gal. 4: 4; Matt. 
1: 18; Luk. 1: 28-35: Luk. 2: 7, II, 21; 
Phil. 2: 6-8; Heb. 2: 17-18; Heb. 4: 15; 1 
John 3: 5; 1 Pet. 2: 22; Col. 1: 3-14; 1 Tim. 
2: &-6. 

1f 6. He bas, after a perfect, holy, and &in
less life, auffered for us under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried for our 
sill8, descended into hell (into the lower re
gion& of the earth, into prison or Hades) and 
upon the third day, for our j ustifieation, was 
raised from tbe dead. ascended into heaven, 
sitteth at the right hand of God, the almi&"hty 
Father and intercedes for us; from whence 
He will come again in glory to judge the liv
ing and the dead, and to establish the king
dom of righteousness and peace. of joy and 
glory, which kingdom shall have no end. • 
Matt. 26 and 27; Mark 14 and 15; Luk. 22 and 
23; John 18 and 19; Matt. 12: 40; Acts 2: 27; 
Eph.4:9;1 Pet.3: 18-.19;Rev.1: 18; 1 Cor. 
15: 15; Hos. 13: 14; Rom. 4: 25: Matt. 28; 
Mark 16; Luk, 24 ; John 20 and 21 ; Actio 1 ; 
Rom. 8: 34; 1 John 2: 1 ; Heb. 1 : 3 ; Psa. 22: 
29; Psa. 96: 10-13; Paa. 99: 4; Luk. 21: 31; 
2 Tim. 4: 1; Rev. 12: 10; Rev. ch. 20-22. 

• Menno Simon;s has writt~n concann1g th~ pet
son of Christ thus: '') t~2ch all plain and simp!~. 
that Jesus Christ, m.agni~l!'d, true God and true man, 
is a son of God and a son of man, conceived of the 
Holy Spirit, born of the pure virgin Mary: a man 
J)OOr and ahle to ~uffer lih unto u! in all things 
('XCepting sin." - Trans!. from "GJb. B~hnntnis der 
M. in Prells?.et'l und Ruszland.) 
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1J 7. Concerning the Holy Spirit. We be
lieve in the Holy Spirit, that gjveth life, the 
Comforter proceeding from the Father, being 
sent by the Father and the Son, through 
whom the Father and the Son work, and that 
He is the Spirit of the Father and the Son, 
one with them in IDs divine being; Him we 
see in the work of creation; He was in the 
prophets that through IDm spoke; He in a 
bodily form as a dove descended upon our 
Lord at His baptism; He was poured out up
on the apostles of the Lord on holy Pentecost 
day; He is in all believers; He is in the 
Church of Christ, teaching, leading, rebuk
ing, comforting, renewing and satisfying; 
and He glorifies Christ.• 2 Cor. 3: 17-18; 
John 6: 63 ; John 14: 26; John 15: 26; 1 Cor. 
2: 10; Matt. 10: 20; Gal. 4: 6; Matt. 28: 19; 
2 Cor. 13: 13; He b. 9: 14; Acts 5: 3, 4, 9; Psa. 
33: 6; Gen. 1: 2; Job. 33: 4; 1 Pet. 1: 11; 
2 Pet. 1: 21; Matt. 3: 16; Acts 2: 1-13; 
Ezek. 36: 26--27; 1 Cor. 3q 16; John 14: 16, 
17, 26, 27; Acts 5: 9-11: Titus 2: 11-12; 
Titus 3: 5; 1 Pet. 1: 2; 1 John 2: 27; John 
16: 14; Rev. 1: 4; Rev. 3: 6; Rev. 22: 17. 

* Menn<> Simonis (vollstaendige Werke, Seite 2'68, 
Tcil II.): '"We confc=ss that tbe Holy Gbo~t is a 
true, tl!'al and personal Spirit, as the Church Fathers 
called Him, and thi! in a divine sense, like as the 
Fath~r is a Teal father and the Son is a real son.'~ 

11 8. We confess the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Si>irit to be one, unseparated and 
unintermingled in their being, willing and ac
tion; worthy and partaking of the same glory 
and worship, in the sense that the Father is 
true eternal God, the Son is true eternal God, 
and the Spirit is true eternal God. And yet 
we believe not in three Gods, but In one etern
al, incomprehensible triune God. • Luk. 3: 
22; Rev.!: 4-5; (Rev. 1: 4; Rev. 3: 6; Acts 
20: 28); John 10: 30; John 14: 16 and 26; 
John 15: 26; John 16: 13--15; Rev. 4: 2-3; 
Rev. 5: 5-6; Rev. 7: 17; Rom. 8: 9; 1 Cor. 
12: 4-6; John 5: 23; Phil. 2: 9-11; Rev. 5: 

*Menno Simonis (page 263 in Vollstar:nd'ige Wer
h): "We believe and confess with the Holy Scrip
ture.! that this one eternal, almighty, unsearchable, 
unspeakable and incomprehensible. God is the etern
al Son and with His eternal, incomprehensible Holy 
Spirit. 'N e confess that the Father is truly God•, 
the Son is truly God and the Holy Spirit is truly 
God - not in a physical and comprehensible, but in 
a spiritual and inconceivable way. - "Menno S. 
quotes in his confession, that the ancients called 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit three persons and 
thereby undc-rstoodl the three beings." (Meus. K. 
Handb. 4,549),- C. H. Spurgeon: "To the one God 
of heaven and of earth be alone honor and· praise 
in the trinity of His holy persons etc. To the gloc
ious Father, as the God of the Covenant of Israel, 
to the gracious Son, the Savior of His people, and 
to the Holy Ghost, the author of holiness, be etern
al praise," etc. (Eng. Predigtsammlung, B& 36, 
Widmung.) 

12-13; 1 Pet. 4: 14; 1 Cor. 6: 12 and 20; 
Eph. 4: 30; Iaa. 48: 16; Iaa. 61: 1; Ezek. 11: 
5; Matt. 10: 20; Matt.12: 18; Acts 8:27 and 
39; Acts 16: 6; Rom. 8: 2; Tit. 3: 5; Eph. 4: 
6; Matt. 6: 9; Isa. 9: 5; Mic. 5: 1; John 1: 
1-14; John 8: 58; John 20: 28; Rom. 9: 5; 
1 John 5: 20; He b. 1: 3-10; Rev. 1: 5-7 and 
17; Heb. 9: 14; Matt. 12: 31--32; Acts 5: 
3--4; Acts 20: 28; 1 Cor. 3: 16-17; 1 Cor. 
12: 11; Rev. 1: 14-2: 7; 2 Cor. 3: 17-18; 
Gen. 1: 26; Isa. 6: 3; Isa. 61: 1; Rev. 4: 8; 
Matt. 28: 19; 2 Cor. 13: 13; Num. 6: 24-26. 

11 9. Unto Him alone we worship and praise 
and honor and glory for ever and ever, Ame11. 

ll. CONCERNING SIN AND REDEMPTION. 

11 10. Concerning sin we believe and con
fess, that God created man in His own image, 
upright and innocent. capable of blessed fel
lowship with Himself. But man, being tempt
ed of satan, sinned, fell away from God, and 
fell into physical and spiritual death with all 
hia descendants, so that man is conceived and 
born In sin as a child of wrath incapable of 
and not inclined toward the divine good, but 
capable of and inclined toward evil. Gen. 1: 27 
and 31 ; Gen. 2: 25; Eccl. 7: 30; Gen. 2: 1"1 ; 
Gen. 3: 1-19;Jas. 1: 3--15; John 3: 6; John 
8: 44; Rom. 5: 12 and 18; Rom. 6: 23; Rom. 
8: 6--7; Psa. 51: 7; Psa. 58: 4; Eph. 2: 1-~; 

Gen. 8:21; Jer. 17: 9; Mark 7: 21-23; Mark 
16: 14; Luk. 24: 25; Rom. 3: 10-18; Rom. 
7: 22-23. 

11 11. Concerning redemption we b~heve, 
that man can be redeemed from the curse of 
eternal death, the wages of sin, and the 
wrath of God, only through the one eternal 
and sufficient redeeming and atoning sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ, the lamb of God; and by His 
grace only are we justified without works, 
and He only is the ground of our choosin;<, 
renewing, and sanctification. John 1 29; 
John 14 6; Heb. 9: 26; Heb. 10: 14 and 26; 
Isa. 53; Heb. 9: 11-15; Gal. 3: 10-13; 2 
Cor. 5: 21; Eph. 1: 7; 1 Pet. 1: 18--19,; 1 
John 1: 7; Rom. 3: 24; Rom. 5: 19; Eph. 1: 
3-6; 1 Pet.1: 3; John 17: 19; 1 r:or.1: 30. 

1! 12. Concerning divine predestination 
and man's wiD we believe, that from eternity 
it has been the free pleasure and the gracious 
purpose of God to redeem sinners to ~he 
praise of IDs glory, wherefore also Christ af
ter the premeditated council was selected of 
Got! before the foundation of the world, that 
through His incarnation, life, teachi .g, death, 
resurrection and ascension He should be the 
Redeemer, as our great Prophet. only High
Priest and eternal King, that all that 0bey 
His Gospel believe in Him shouid not perish 
but have everlasting life. 

11 13. Blessed be the God and Father of our 
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Lord J eons Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual ble8llinp in heavenly places in 
Christ ; according as He hath chosen ua in 
Him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame before 
llim in love: having predestinated us unto 
the adoption of Children by Jesus Chriat to 
Himself, acording to the good pleaaure of 
llis will. Eph. 1: 3--14; Eph. 3: 10-12; Col 
1: 13. Compare "Kingdom"; Rom. 8: 28--
39; John 10: 28--29; 1 Pet. 1: 20; Phil. 2: 7; 
Phil. 2: 7; John 14: 6; John 6: 63; Acts 3: 
22; Heb. 4: 14--16; Psa. 2: 6-12; Rev. 17: 
14; Rom. 1: 5, 10, 13, 16; John 3: 16--21; 
Acts 2: 23. 

11 14. And the Spirit and the bride say, 
Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And who
soever will, let him take the water of life 
freely. - Strive to enter in at the strait 
gate. - Wherefore, the rather, brethern. 
give diligence to make your calling and elec
tion sure; for if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall. Rev. 22: 17; Matt. 11: 28; Matt. 
23: 37--38; Luk. 13: 24; Phil. 2: 12-13; 2 
Pet. 1: 10; Ezek. 33: 11; Isa. 55: 7; Psa. 103: 
1-8; Psa. 22; Psa. 145: 9; Matt. 26: 41. 

1! 15. Concerning c:onversion, renewal or 
the new birth we believe, that through the 
living and powerful Word of God man is 
awakened from sin. John 1: 9. 

11' 16. 1f he now is ebedient and does not 
close his heart against the working of divine 
grace, he receives repentance unto life, to see 
hie sin, repent of It, confess and forsake it; 
and in recognition of the holy and just judg
ment of God through prayer seeks refuge in 
Christ as the only Savior from the guilt of 
sin and the lust thereof and receives through 
faith in IDm forgjveness of sins, justification, 
and the witness and sealing of the Holy Spirit 
that he is a child of God and heir of life etern
al. Heb. 4: 12; Acts 2: 37; Isa. 55: 10-11; 
Rev. 3·: 20; Lk. 24: 47; Actsll: 18; Acts 26: 
18; Lk.15: 18-21; Lk. 18: 13; 1 John 1: 9; 
Psa. 32: 1--5; Psa. 51; 2 Cor. 7: 10; Jas. 5: 
16; Psa. 34: 15; Prov. 28: 13; Isa. 55: 7; Rev. 
16: 7; Matt. 11: 28; John 14: 6 and 13; Acts 
4: 12; Rom. 3: 24--28; Rom. 8: 16--17; Gal. 
4: 6; 1 John 5: 10-11; Eph. 1: 13; Eph. 4: 
30; 1 John 2: 20 and 27; Tit. 3: 5-7. 

11 17. This great change in the heart of 
man is the work of the Holy Spirit who, ac
cording to the gracious will of ·God,, ac
companies the Word with His powerlul work
ing and thus by means of the redemption 
through Christ worketh the new birth and re
newal of the sinner unto a new life of sanc
tification and a joyous hope of eternal life. 
Acts 16: 14; 1 Cor. 2: 4-5; 1 Cor. 6: 11 ; 
1 Cor. 12: 3; John 1: 12-13; John 3: 3, 5, 7; 
1 Pet. 1: 23; Jas. 1: 18; Gal. 6: 15; 1 Thess. 

6: 23; Rom. 12: 12; PhiL 4: 4; 1 Pet. 1: 3--6; 
Acta 2: 41 ; Acts 8: 12; Acta 10: 44-48. 
Compare also IV. 

lf 18. Regarding sanctification we believe 
and confess, that without it no one shall see 
the Lord. Sanctification l.! a fruit and result 
of the saving faith in J"'m• Christ, which 
faith worketh through love; for faith with
out works is dead. Heb. 12: 14; Gal. 5: 6; 
1 Pet. 1: 15-16; Acts 15: 9; Rom. 6: 22; 1 
Cor. 1: 13; Jas. 2: 1~26; Matt. 7: 16-27. 

11 19. After the reign of sin has been over
come in the heart of the regenerated person, 
he will show through the indwelling power of 
the Holy Spirit and partaking of the divine 
nature, all diligence to add to his faith virtue 
and love, to make his calling and election sure 
and to offer soul and body as a living sacri
fice to God in thankfulness and love, remind
ful of the 'words: We love IDm because He 
first loved us. Rom. 6: 6--12; 1 John 3: 3; 
2 Pet. 1. 3-11; Rom. 12: 1 If; I Thess. 5: 
23; I John 4: 19. 

If 20. In such a life of sanctification the re
generate person is still capable of sinning, 
Heb. 12: 1 and Rom. 7: 7-21, if he be not 
watchful and remain not in Christ. 1 John· 
1: 8-10; 1 John 2: 1-2; Matt. 26: 41: John 
15: ~. cf. 1[ 42. 

lf 21. Essence and aim of sanctification is 
implicit love toward God and a hearty broth
erly love and love for the neighbor, which is 
created and nurtured through the Holy Spirit. 
Matt. 7: 12; Matt. 22: 37-40; Gal. 5: 22; 2 
Tim. 1: 7. Through this love the Christian 
becomes the salt of the earth and the light of 
the World. Matt. 5: 13-14; Eph. 5: 8; cf. 
Kingdom. 

lf 22. The purpose of sanctification is the 
glorification of God. Matt. 5: 16; Eph. 2: 
9-10; 1 Pet. 2: 12. 

lf 23. The one perfect example of sanctifi
cation is the Son of Man, Jesus Christ. John 
12: 26; Eph. 4: 12....:.13; Phil. 2: 5; 1 Pet. 2: 
21; 1 Cor. 1: 1; Phil. 3: 17; Heb. 13:7. 

I! 24. The power of sanctification is Christ 
through faith dwelling in the heart of the re. 
generate man. Eph. 3: 16-19; John 14: 23. 
Without this gracious indwelling of Christ 
and God the believer has neither power to 
stand against sin nor power to grow in the 
inner man. John 15: 4--5; Eph. 4: 15; Col. 
1: 11; Col. 2: 19; 2 Pet. 3: 18. 

1125. Sanctification is progressive through
out life and the believers have their perfec
tion only in Christ. Phil. 3: 9-15; 1 Thess. 
4: 1; Matt. 5: 48; Col. 2 10; Col. 3: 14. 
Even in a holy walk the believers need at all 
times the for~tiving, chastening and cleansing 
grace of God through the blood of Christ. • 
Titus2: 11-12; Heb.12: 5-11; Jas. 2: 10; 
1 John 1: 6-10; 1 John 2: 1-2; Dan. 9: 18. 
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t 26. The perceptible means of grace, 
which God hall ordained in bls Word and 
through which the Holy Spirit worketh in 
virtue of the redeeming blood of Christ in the 
work of conversion and II&Dctification are: 
the Word (the preaching) in conversion; the 
Word, holy baptltmt, and the Lord's Supper 
for the converted in the congregation of the 
believers, the Church of Chriat. Mk. 16: 15; 
Lk. 24: 47; Acts 2: 14 etc.; Acts 8: 4 etc. 
and 35. Acts 10: 34---44. Acts 16: 13--32; 
Col. 3: 16; (cf "Close", quotation); Mark 16: 
16; Acts 2: 41; Acts 8: 12 and 38; Acts 10: 
47-48; Acts 16: 38; Acto 2: 42 and 46; Heb. 
10: 25; 1 Cor. ch. 14. 

1f 27. Prayer accompanies all these divine
ly ordained means and all acts of the .Piritual 
life of every Christian and ceaoeth not in the 

• Menno Simonis writes concerning r~generatioo 
and sanctification: '"'What i~ regeneration other than 
the change and renewal of man, which Godl·work
eth through faith in Christ ] e.sns in the power of 
the Holy Spirit; al!o that man is created out of 
God, born out of His sud, ma.dte after His image, 
renewed to know Him, partaking of His divine na
ture and born of His spirit to serve God in holine~ 
and riKhteousme!s in a new nature of the Spirit alJ 
his life! Where this happens and is accomplished 
there i~ the true new birth, there is the new creature 
in Christ Jesus!" (Giauheiuhekenntnls. der Menno~ 
niten in Preuuen und· Ruszland, Berdjan11k. 1874 .. 
- trans!.) 
entire congreption of God, the New Testa
ment priesthood, according to the teachinlr 
and example of the Lord Jesus and Hla 
apostles as we read: Lk. 8: 21; Heb .. 5: 7; 
Matt. 6: 6-18; Matt. 7: 7-11; Lk. 11: 1-
13; Acts 2: 21; 9: 11 ; 22: 16; 1 Thess. 5: 17; 
Acts 2: 42; 3: 1; Mk. 9: 29; Jas. 5: 13-16; 
Lev. 6:6 (13); Isa. 62: 6; Rev. 5: 8; 8:8 and 
4; 1 Tim. 2: 1-4; Lk. 18: 1-8; Acts 1:23-
26; 6: 6; 18: 1-8; 14: 23; 12: 5; Heb. 13: 3; 
Eph.6: 13-19; Dan. 9: 1-22; Gen. 18: 22 
-82; Psa. 50: 14-15; Phil. 4: 6; Rom. 8: 
26-27. 

Ill CONCERNING THE CONGREGATION, 
THE CHURCH OF GOD* OR ASSEM

BLY OF BELIEVERS. 

1f 28. We believe and confess our faith in 
the existence of one holy, lrtlneral Christian, 
apostolic Church, the congregation of oaints.. 

11 29. This congre~ration of the Lord Jesus 
Christ has redeemed through IDs own blood 
and washed them from their oins, and gave 
Himself for the church ; that He might aanc
tify and cleanse It with the washin1r of water 
by the word, that He ml~rht present it to 
Himself a ~rlorious church, not havill&' spot, 

• The ''Church'' is the called-out congregation of 
belicven, assembled, and acting, according to its 
call inK". 

or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that It 
should be holy and without blemish. Acts 
20: 28; Rev. 1: 5; Eph. 5: 26-27. 

1f 30. The Church of Christ is compoaed of 
all that through true faith in Jesus Christ 
and through obedience to the Gospel have 
separated themselves from the world and 
have their fellowship in the Holy Spirit with 
God the Father and Jesus Christ their oniy 
mediator, and have come unto an innumer
able company of angels and unto the spirits 
of just men made perfect, as fellow-citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God; 
and are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner •tone. Eph. 1 : 1 ; 
1 Pet. 1: 1-2; cf. Hcboosing", Hconversion", 
"sanctification"; Rom. 6: 17; 10: 13-17; 
2 Cor. 6: 17; Acts 2: 40-41; John 15: 1-5; 
1 John 1: 3; 1 Tim. 2: 5; 2 Cor. 13: 13; Heb. 
12: 22-24; Eph. 2: 19-22; 1 Cor. 3: 11-15; 
Matt. 6: 16-18; 1 Tim. 3: 15. 

If 31. Although the membel'll of this 
church belong to all nations and ranks 
scattered here and there throughout the 
world and are divided in denominations, yet 
they all are one and among one another breth
ren and members and exist as one body in 
Christ their head, who is the Lord, Chief, 
Shepherd, Prophet, Priest and King of the 
church. Rev. 5: 9; Col. 3: 11; Jas. 1: 1; 
Rev. ch. 2 and 3; John 17: 21; 1 Cor. ch.12; 
Eph. 4: 1-16; 1 Cor. 1: 10-13; 3: 4-7; 
Eph. 1: 22; 4: 15; Col. 1: 18; Matt. 20: 
26-28; 23: S-12; 1 Pet. 2: 17; Rom.12: 10; 
1 Pet. 2: 25; 5: 4; Heb. 13: 20; Acts 3: 22-
23;.Heb. 4: 16; 7: 21; 9: 11-16; Rom. 8: 34; 
1 John 2: 1; John 18: 37; Luk. 1: 33; Heb. 
7: 1-3; Rev. 15: 3; 17: 14.' 

1f 32. The characteristics of the true 
Church are: the fruits of conversion and of 
the right faith in Jesus Christ revealed in a 
life of sanctification according to the teach
ing of Christ and His apootles; the diligent 
searching of the Scriptures and the preach
Ing of the pure Gospel in aU the world; prac
tice of the holy ordinances of Christ which 
are, baptism and the Lord's Supper, the free 
confession of God and Jeous Christ before all 
me-,; fervent brotherly love, fellowship and, 
submiBBion among themselves and love of 
their neighbors; diligence to uphold the unity 
of the spirit throu1rh the bond of peace; tak
ing up the cross in following Jeous; watch
ing with prayer and supplication and thanks
giving for all men, and the prayerful and joy
ful waiting for the coming of the Lord and 
the establishment of His kingdom. 1 John 
4: 1; Matt. 3: S-9; Matt. 6: 10; Acts 1: 
6-7 ;Luk. 21: 31; Heb. 9: 28; 2 Thess. 1: 7 
and 10. 2 Pet. 3: 12-14; (cf. II, "Church" 
and IV. "Prayer" and V.) I 
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1! 33. Tho~ which •how these characteris
tics of true fellowohip with God In their liveo, 
even if accompanied by weakness and imper
fection and yet in uprightness are through 
Christ cleansed and regenerated, true mem
bers of His body and heil:B of eternal life. 
They constitute the spiritual house, the holy 
temple of God, the chosen generation, the 
kingly and holy priesthood of God to otl'er 
spiritual sacrifice well pleasing to God 
through Jesu• Christ. Rom .14: 1; 15: 1; 
Phil. 3: 12, 15, 16; Pro. 2: 7; 2 Tim. 2: 19; 
Rom. 8: 1, 14, 17; Col. 1: 12; Matt. 7: 21; 
2 Tim. 2: 19; (cf, Discipline) ; 1 Cor. 3: 16; 
2 Cor. 3: 16; 1 Pet. 2: 5, 9. 

1f 34. But He, who walketh In the midst of 
the seven golden candlesticks, searcheth the 
reins of the hearts:· and I will give unto every 
one of you according to his works. Rev. 2: 1 
and 23. 

~ 35. This Church of God is upheld by the 
preaching of the holy Gospel and the teach
ing andoleadership of the Holy Spirit. Matt. 
28: 18-20; Mark 16: 15; Acts 2; John14: 
26; John 16: 13. All qlH!8tions relating to 
doctrine and life in the congregation are de
cided accordina- to the example of the apos
tolic church, as we read: Acts 15: 1-28; 
1 Cor. 14: 40; 2 Cor. 3: 17; Eph. 6: 21; Col. 
2: 5; 1 Cor.ll: 16; 1 Cor. 6: 1-8; 2 Tim. 2: 
14; Rule and ~'~lift. o.f the church for all times 
are the Holy Scriptures, especially the New 
Testament. Psa. 119: 105; Matt. 5: 21-22; 
17: 5; Lk. 10: 16; Matt. 23: S-10; 1 Cor. 3: 
9-11; 2 Pet. 1: 13 and 15; Gal. 1: 8-9; 
2 Thess. 2: 15; 2 Thess. 3: 6; (cf. "Close"). 

1f 36. The stewards of the mysteries of 
God in the church are primarily the ministers 
and servants of Jesus Christ, who is the oniy 
priest and mediator of the New Testament. 
1 Pet. 4. 10; 1 Cor. 4: 1; Heb. 5: 6; 7: 17; 
9: 15; 10: 12; 1 Tim. 2: 5; Rom. 8:34. 

l! 37. Coneerning the ofDee of the minis
ters or servants of the Word and of the dea
eons (servants·, helpers, overseers of the 
poor) we believe and confess, that according 
to the practice of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the apostles, God has given to His church 
the power through the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit to ordain ministers and servants for 
the perfecting of the •aints, for the work of 
the ministry; for the edifying of the body of 
Christ. Matt. ch. 10; Luk. ch. 10; Acts 13: 
1-4; 20: 28; Phil. 1: 1; Titus 1: 5; Acts 6: 
1-7; 1 Cor. ch.12; Eph. 4: 11-14. 

1[ 38. The commission to such office (ser
vice) is accomplished according to the meth
od of the apostolic church through the serv
ants of the Church, who in fervent prayer 
call upon the name of God, fully trusting 
that Christ, as head of the church, through 
His Holy Spirit will reveal those who shall 

be useful in service, thus fulfilling His di
vine promise: And I will give you pMtors ac
cording to my heart, which shall feed you 
with knowledge and understanding. Acts 1: 
15-26; 13: 1-4; 14: 23; 1 Tim. 4: 14; 5: 
22; 2 Tim. 1: 6; Matt. 18: 19-~0; John 14: 
13-14:Jer.3: 15; Acts9: 15; Rom.l: 1-5; 
1 Cor. 16: 15; Gal. 1: 1.• 

1[ 39. The required qualifications of serv
ants of the Word the Spirit has made known 
in the Word: An elder or bishop (overseer, 
shepherd, preacher of the Gospel) shall be 
blameless as a steward of God, apt to teach, 
holding fast the faithful Word. He muFt 
take heed therefore unto himself and to all 
the flock over which the Holy Ghost has 
made them overseers, to feed the church of 
God, not by constraint but willingly, not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, not a.• being 
lords over God's heritage, but being en
samples to the flock doing the work of an 

* Me-nno Simonis taught concrrr.mg th~ r-lection 
of minist~rs of the \Vord·: Some Without the a.1d o{ 

m~n are called' out by the Lord and E>ent b} H'~ 

Spirit, as was the case with the prophets and apost
le! and as had the hou!ie of Sfe-phanu~ adfhtt
ed themselves to the mir.Tstry of thl" ~aTnl:-., 1 
16:15. Others are secured through ~he ;nrl oi bc.
itevers, as we read Acts t" (Mennns fund.am~ntt':, 

Buch I, Seite t48 in der Stiltungskund'e der M Rr 
Gem. 6. ]anuar, 186o. Jedo-ch gilt dn GenH"H1de 1 

Joh. 4: L Siehe auch Seite 2i, Jrrlehrer) 

evangelist, making full proof of his ministry. 
So shall he, when the chief Shepherd shall 
appear reveive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away. 1 Tim. 3: 1-7; 2 Tim. 3: 17; 4: 
2-5; Titus 1: 5--9; 2: 7; Rom. 12: 7-11. 
Acts 20: 28 and 31; Matt. 20: 25-28; 1 Pet. 
5: 1-4; Rev. 2: 1, 8, 12, 18; Ja.s. 3: I. 

f. 40 The church shall count such serv
ants worthy of double honor, sh~lllove them, 
obey them, impart to them all manner of 
good, according to the Scriptures. 1 Tim. 5: 
17-19; Heb. 13: 17; 1 Thess. 5: 12-13; 1 
Pet. 5: 5; Luk. 10: I and 7: Gal. 6: 6 1 Cor. 
ch. 9. · But from fal•e teachers the 'church 
shall turn away and shall put them aside ac
cording to the teaching of the Lord Jesus 
and His apostle.. Matt. 7; 15 and 16; Acts 
20: 29~1; Gal. 1: 6-9; 1 Tim. 4 1-3; 
2 Tim. 3: 1-9; 4: 3-5; Titus 3: 10; 2 Pet. 
2: 1; 1 John 4: 1-5; 2 John 7-11. 3 John 
9-11; Jude vs. 4, 8, 16, 17. 18, 19, 20, 24, 25; 
1 John 2: 27-28; cf. Conclusion. 

l[ 41. Concerning the office of deaconry we 
believe, that the church shall choose men ac· 
cording to the example of the apostolic 
church, as such are designated in A eta 6: 
1-6; and 1 Tim. 3: 8-10. These are by 
virtue of their calling into service placed un· 
der duty to supply the poor and the suffer
ing in their want with the proviaiomt given 
by the church, and accordlnu to thP mPJilAII.,..,. 
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of their eifts to assist in the building up of 
the church and to serve according to the 
teaching of Paul~ Hath uy one a minlatry, 
let us wait on our ministering; or he that 
teachetn, on teaching;. or he that exhorteth, 
on exhortation; he that l[iveth, let him do it 
with simplicity; he that ruleth, with dlli
~rence; he that showeth mercy, with cheer
fulneaa. Let love be without diaeimulation. 
Rom. 12: 7-11. 

1f 42. Conceminc christian exhortation, 
pastorlal care and ehurc:h diaclplille our 
Lord Jesuo tau~rht: Moreover, if thy bro
ther shall treesp&Bs a~r&inat thee, go and 
tell him his fault between thee and him 
alone; if he shall hear thee, thou haot ~rained 
thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, 
then take with thee one or two more, that in 
the mouth of two or three witnesaes every 
word may be established. And if he shall 
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church, 
but if he neglect to hear the church, let him 
be unto thee as a heathen man and a pub
lican. Matt. 18: 15-20. The apostle Paul 
writes: Wherefore comfort yourselves to
~rether, and j!dify one another, even as alao 
ye do. Warn them that are unruly, comfort 
the feeble minded, support the weak, be pa
tient toward all men. 1 These. 5: 11-14; 
Acts 20: 28 and 32. 

1f 43. Them that l!lin rebuke before all, 
that others also may fear. Know ye not that 
a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump t 
Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye 
may be a new lump. If any man that Is 
called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, 
or an idolator, or a railer, or a drunkard, or 
an extortioner; with such a one do not eat. 
Therefore put away from among yourselves 
that wicked person. What part hath he that 
believetn with an inftdel? Now we command 
you brethem, in the name of the Lord Jesus 
_.,rist, that ye withdraw yourselves from ev- \ 
ery brother that walketh disorderly; have no \ 
company with him, that he may be ashamed. ~ 
Yet court him not as an enemy, but admon- ' 
ish him as a brother. Mark them which 
cause divisions and ofl'enses contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid / 
them, a man that Is an heretic after the first / 
and second admonition reject. 1 Tim. 5: 20; / 
1 Cor. 5: 6, 7, 11, 13; 2 Cor. 6: 15; 2 Tbess. 

1 
3:6, 14, 15; Rom.16: 17 (d. above "Marks")/ 
The church shall treat such excommunicated 
persons with love and helpful compassion, 88 

it behooves a Christian to love all men, yea, 
even his enemies. 2 Tbess. 3: 15 ; Phil 4 : 5. 

'II 44. If an excommunicated person shows 
repentance and aorrow over his sin, the 
church shall forgive him again and accept 
him into membership according to the word 
of the Savior, when Peter said to IDm: 

Lord, how oft shall my brother sin qainst 
me, and I for&'ive him 1 I say not unto thee, 
until seven times; but, until seventy times 
seven. Matt. 18: 21-85. And the apostle 
Paul teaches: Sulllcient to such man Is this 
punishment, which 'lf88 in11lcted of many. So 
that C<intrarywise ye ought rather to forgive 
him, and comfort hinr, lest perhaps such a 
one should be swalloPied up with Qvermuch 
sorrow. Wherefore I beseech you that ye 
would conflnn your love toward him. 2 C:.:.r. 
2:2-11. 

1! 45. Note to the subjeet: "Cboreb of 
God", l! 35, Acts 15 and 1f 39, "Elder and 
Bishop". 

In the household of the M. B. Church 
the order obtains, that one elder or a substi
tute fQr the elder acts 88 moderater of local 
churches and leader. The other ministers 
are his co-workers. With the various afl'alrs 
of the entire denomination the suitable elders 
and other brethern are entrusted. Tb~ deci
sions made at the annual sessions of the en
tire denomination (trienniel ~reneral confer
ence or annual district conference) become 
operative in such local church through ac
ceptance at a r8&'ular church council meeting. 
In making decisions in the local church eoun
cll or In the general confere.nce meetinp the 
rule obtains that, whenever a non- desirable 
dlfl'erence of view arlees, the minority will
ingly submit itself; for thus only can free
dom and order be upheld in the house of God. 
(See "Glbk. und Verfaea. 1878.) 

IV. CONCERNING CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.. 

11 46. We believe and confess, that cluia
tian baptiam Is a holy, visible, evangellcal. 
sacred act and oJ:dlnance (institution) of 
Christ, commanded by the Lord Himself for 
a sacred sign of regeneration and embodi
ment in Him and IDs church. Holy Baptism 
in not the putting away of the filth of the 
flesh, but for the honest believer a blesaed 
representation of the purging from the inner 
sinful uncleanneaa of the soul by the blood of 
Christ, through which for&'lveness of sin has 
been received, and the answer of a good con
science toward .God. Cf. IL, "Conversion". 
1 Cor. 12: 27; 1 Pet. 3: 21; Rev. I: 6. 

'II 4'/. • ne practice Qf baptism consists in 
this, that all, that hear the Gospel and in re
pentance of heart and living faith accept It, 
on their confession of a new Hfe from God 

• Compare Matt. 3: u and John 1: 26 aeeordinc 
to Englieh Revised and Amuican Revised VeraloM. 
"Baptism ia ad:mini1tered' by immersion in water .. 
(Erk1aenml' d.er Menn. Bhleder.gemeind'e Yom 7. Mai 
186.a. und }uni 1868): 4'8aptism in the Greek "bapti,.. 
mos" and in the Latin Hmenio" meana th.at ao-.e.-

I 
I 
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(Col 2: 12-13) are baptized (immersed) in* 
wablr according to the command of Christ: 

thing be C!ntire1y dipped into water, until it meet 
above. Also without doubt, the German word' ''Tau4 

fe'' (bapti,m) comes from the word "Tiefe" (depth) 
.... (Dr. Luther, .Sermon on Bapti~m). - ''The 
word, "baptize", "baptize" means to immerse and 
the practice of immersion was ob!leTVed by the early 
church". (Words of Calvin in DeBaptismo). - In 
the .. Confeuion of Faith" etc. of Corneliu!! Ris 
approved Gf the Mennonite churches "zur Sonne" in 
Amsterdam and many otheu in the year 1773, we 
read (by C. H. A. van der Smi:uen i11 "Kurzgefaszte 
Geschichte und GJa.ubensJebre rler Mennoniten'') 
"A.ritc1e XXV. Concerning water baptism . . " 
"Regarding holy baptism we underdstand thereby an 
immersion of the entire body in and under water". 
Rom. 6: 4; Ma.tt. J: 16: Acts 8: 37-38." But then it 
says further: "or an abundant sprinkling with the 
sa.me which latter mode we find generally appro~ 

priate in these northern region!!, because th~reby the 
same ben~fits are expressed)''. >Jotice that in thls 
immersion is att~sted to by three places in Scripture 
whereas no Scripture is mentioned in this confession 
for sprinkling-, The well-known old Mennonite 
preacher Jacob Denner {d'ied 1746) was, according 
to the Mennonite authors, pastor C. H. A. van dter 
Smissen and pastor Berend C. Roosen, preacher of 
tbe "Dompelaars" which word signifie3 "immasion 
cllurch" in Altona and Fridd~nss:fadt, Germany. 
Menno Simonis Treatise on_ bapti!m has the title: 
"Die Christliche Taufe in dem Wasser, erklaert 
aua dem Worte Gottes (Christian Baptism in water, 
explained out of the Wor<J: of God)." s~e his "Voll
staendiE"e Werb." 

All power is l[iven· unto me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all na
tions, baptising them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, ·and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them to ob•erve all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. - Go ye ·into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall he saved ; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned. Matt. 
28: 18-20; Mark 16: 15-16; John 3: 22. 

1f 48. This command of the Lord the 
apostles have carried out and thereby maljy 
have been brought into the faith and have 
been baptized, both men and women, as es
pecially on the day of the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, on the day of Pentecost at Jeru
salem. And they, which &"ladly received the 
word• of Peter and the other apostles were 
baptized; and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. Acts 
chapters 2, 8, 10, 16. 

11 49. The ddldren of believers (Acts 2: 
39) shall continually be brouf!'ht before the 
Lord in prayer by the parents and the 
church, and ohall be brought up in the nur
ture and admonition of the Lord and in
atructed in the Scriptures according to the 
meuure of their understand.inlr. 1 Tim. 2: 

· 1; Matt. 19: 18-15; Deut. 6: 8-7; Eph. 6: 

4; 2 Tim. 3: 15; Luk. Z: 42. When later tney 
have advanced 110 far that they can compre
hend the callin&" voice of the holy Gospel. and 
accept the Word with a repentent heart and 
take faith in the Lord Jesus, it becomea them 
unto their oWn desire and free confe~slon to 
receive holy baptism, as says the o.postle 
Paul: So then faith cometh by he». ring. and 
hearing by the Word of God. Luk 2: 52 : 
Acts 8:5, 6, 12; 10: 33-48; 16: 14, 15, :ll-
34; Rom. 10: 17;.John 3: &-8; Matt. 4: I; 
2 Tim. 2: 13. 

1f 50. Baptism shall rightfully be admin· 
istered once in the life of the believer. Eph. 
4:5. 

1f 51. The believers are bound together 
through baptism as having died unto sm to 
walk in the newness of life as tauRht by 1 !1e 
apostle Paul: How shall we, that are dead to 
sin, live any longer therein? Know ye m t, 
that so many of us as were baptized into ,Je

sus Christ were baptized into his death' 
Therefore we are buried with Him by bap
tism into death: that like as Christ was 
rai.•ed up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, ev.:n so we also should walk in new· 
ness of life. The believers have in b:•ctism 
put on Christ (Gal. 3: 27). Therefore every 
one must contribute according to his calhng 
and gifts toward the support and bettel!:.ent 
of the body o[ Christ in spiritual and tcmr•"
al things with diligence. Matt. 'ZC: 14; LLk. 
13: 13; 1 Cor. 4: 'l.-10; 1 John 3: 17; JR'. 1: 
27; 2: 1&-16; 1 John 2: \2-J.l; ,,ol. 2: 
11'--25; 4: 1 ; Rom. 16 : 1-4 ;. 6; Til. 2 
1-10; Matt. 21: 15-16; 1 Cor. rh. 13. Ae 
true members of the household of God and 
children of the kingdom (l\latt. 13: 38). 
they shall carefully guard tl<e holy privileges 
of divine citizenship and duties received of 
Christ their head and be subject to all the 
commandments of their !Gng and obedient 
to them according to His Word: Teach the:n 
to obaerve all things whatsoever I com"' :nd
ed to you. Matt. 28: 20; Eph. 1: 22; 2: \9-
20; Reb. 10: 25; Acts 2: 42. 

V. CONCERNING THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

~ 52. We believe, that this is a holy, vis
ible, evangelical practice and ordinance (in
stitution) of Chriat. Bread and wine are 
used. The bread Ia broken. and distributed 
as also is the wine,· and ia partaken of by 
such as believe and have be€n baptized !l.C· 

cording to the ordinance of Christ, and that 
have examined and judged themselves. This 
holy ordinance is to be practiced faithfully 
and in simplicity in accordance with the ex~ 
ample set by our Lord as found in the Go•· 
pels and in the teachings of Paul : For I re-
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celved of the Lord that which also I delivered 
unto you, that the Lord Jesus the IWile night 
in which He waa betrayed took bread : and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it, and 
said, take, eat: this is my body, which is 
broken for you : this do in remembrance of 
me. Mter the same manner also He took the 
cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is 
the New Testament in my blood: this do ye, 
as often as ye drink it, in remembrance of 
me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death 
till He come. - But let a man examine him
self, and so let him eat of that bread, and 
drink of that cup. For he that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
dam'nation to himself, not discernipg the 
Lord's body. Matt. 26: 26-80; Mk. 14: 
22-26; Luk. 22: lS-20; 1 Cor. 11: 23-32. 

1! 53. In this holy supper we are brought 
to see that Christ's holy body was sacrificed 
on the cross and His precious blood shed for 
the remission of our sin; and that He now be
ing glorified in His heavenly state, is life
giving bread, meat and drink for our souls 
and unites Himself with all true believing 
souls for spiritual communion according to 
His Word : Behold I stand at the door and 
knock: if any man hear my voice and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him and he with Me. Gal. 3: 1; Eph. 
1: 7;Mark 16: 19; Eph. 2: 6; Phil. 3: 21; 
John 6: 61, 53-68, 53; Rev. 3: 20. 

1! 54. Only the gracious enlightenment 
and fellowship of the Holy Spirit can enable 
the believer to rightfully eo<amine himself, 
and prepare him to partake of this holy sup
per in a worthy manner and teach the hidden 
mean!Dg of the same, so that in partaking of 
the Lord's supper they may be fed with the 
body and blood of Christ, thus to partake of 
all His sulferings and His merit& and be 
greatly comforted in the strong covenant of 
grace wiih God, their heavenly Father. John 
6: 63; 14: 26; 1 Cor. 2: 10; Rom. 3: 24; Isa. 
53: 4, 5, 10; 1 Pet. 2: 24; !sa. 40: 1-2; 54: 
10; 1 TheM. 5: 24. 

1! 56. Thus this sacrament becomes for 
the believlDg church a supper of praise and 
thanksgiving, in which it rejoices over the 
bl....OO promises of the holy supper with 
their divine Redeemer and all His saint& in 
th~ AWgdom. It becomes a supper strength
ening the believer for ready service and true 
following of Christ in patiently bearing His 
cross and for growth in true love in all things 
into H!m, which is the bead, even Christ, for 
the building up and betterment of His tem
ple, tbe Church. AU this Is carried out as a 
joyoliS thallk-olfering through Jesus Christ 
for all gifts of divine grace and welldoing to 
the glory of God the Father. Luk. 13: 29; 

22: 16, 18; Rev. 19: 7, 9; Mark 14: 26; Acta 
2: 46-47; Matt. 16: 24; John 12: 26; Rom. 
12: 1; Eph. 4: 16-16; 1 Pet. 2: 5; Psa. 116: 
12-14; 50: 23; Phil. 1: 11; 1 John 4: 19; 
cf. Il. Sanctification and Means etc. 

1[ 66. This supper of holy communion of 
the believers with Christ, their head, is at 
the same time the expression of holy com
munion of the believers among themselves 
and it binds them together in love, peace, 
and unity according to the words of the 
Scriptures: The cup of the blessing which 
we bless, is it not the communion of the 
blood of _-~·!at? The bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of 
Christl For we, being many, are one bread, 
and one body; for we are all partakers of 
that one bread. 1 Cor. 10: 16-17; 1 Cor. 5: 
11; 2 Cor. 6: 15; of 1[ 43, "Church Discip
line.,. 

Collcendng the washing of the feet by the 
Lord and among the beHevers. 

1[ 57. We believe, confess, ,and practice 
this in the church according to the example 
and command of our Savior, as we read: 
Having loved H!s own which were in the 
world, He loved them unto the end .... He 
rose from the supper and laid aside His gar
menta ; and took a towel, and girded Him
self. After that He poureth water into a 

basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet 
and to wipe them with the towel wherewith 
He was girded •... So after He had washed 
their feet, .... He said unto them, Know ye 
what I have done to you? Ye call me Master 
and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If 
I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 
your feet; ye also ought to wash one an
others feet. For I have given you an ex· 
ample, that ye should do as I have done to 
you. Verily, verily I say unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord: neither 
he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 
If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them. John ch. 13; 1 Tim. 5: 10. 

VI. CONCERNING MATRIMONY. 

1[ 58. We beHeve and confeM, that it is a 
divine institution introduced by God Himself 
in paradise and confirmed in the case of our 
first parents, Adam and Eve, one n-~n and 
one woman - for mutual help and joy and 
for the prevention of all uncleanness and dis
order - and blessed to till the earth. Gen. 
1: 27-23; Gen. 2: 1S-24; Pro. 5: 17-18. 

li 59. This institution of God, the Lord 
Jesus Christ bas confirmed. Thereby it has 
been sanctified for the beHevers of the New 
Covenant; only Jet it be entered upon In the 
Lord in accordance with divine and human 
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ordinance, and let this tie be confirmed and 
sanctified by the church through the Word 
of God and prayer and the matrimonial life 
be kept sacred. Matt. 19: 4-6; 1 Cor. ch. 7; 
1 Pet. 2: 13; 1 Tim. 4: 5; John 2: 1-2; Matt. 
22: 1-14; Heb. 13: 4. 

1! 60. Concerning the sacredness and firm 
union of the matrimonial bond our Lord and 
Savior teaches: He which made them at the 
beginning made them male and female .... 
and they twain shall be one fiesh. Where
fore they are no more twain, but one ftesh. 
What therefore God hath joined together, 
let no man put asunder. . .... Moses be
cause the hardiness of your hearts suffered 
you to put away your wives; but from the 
beginning it was not so. And I say unto 
you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, ex
cept it be for fornication, and shall marry 
another, committeth adultery: and whosoev
er marrieth her which is put away commit
teth adultery, and causeth her to commit 
adultery. Matt. 5: 31-32; 19: 3-9; 1 Cor. 
7: 10-15; and 39; Eph. 5: 22-33. 

VII. CONCERNING THE CHRISTIAN DAY 
OF REST.• 

1f 61. We believe and confess: The New 
Testament day of rest and solemn- assembly 
for the PIJ1ll080 of united wonhip of God and 
the build!Dg up of believers among thel'lSelv
es. is, aecordingo to the example and prac
tice of the apostles under the leadershir of 
the Holy Spirit, the first day of the week, 
that is the day of resurrection of our Lord 
and of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
This sanctified day is to be celebrated in the 
spirit and aecordiDg to the teaching and ex
ample of our Lord Jesus and H!s apostles. 
On tljis day the preachi~~g of the Gospel, the 
care and nurture of the Christian life, and 
the practice of the sacred ordinance shall es
peclslly take place. This day is a gift of 
grace ,_ our good God in Christ for our spir
Itual and temporal welfare. Exo. 20: 8; 
Matt. 28: 1; Mk. 16: 2.; Luk. 24: 1-36; John 
20: 1; 19: 26; Acta 2: 1; Acta 20: 7; Cor. 16: 
1-2; Matt. 12: 1-14; Mk. 2: 23-28; 3: 
1...:11; John 5: 9-16; 9: 13; Col. 2: 16-17; 
Rom. 14: 6-6; Psa. 118: 24. 

11 62. Nevertheless, it remains a duty to 
work six days honestly and diligently and 
to follow our civil pursuits, but keeping in 
mind the word of the Lord : Seek ye first the 
lrlngdmn of God and His righteousness ; and 
all these things shall be added unto you. Exo. 
20: 9; Eph. 4: 28; 1 Thess. 4: 11-12; 2 
Thes•. 3: 6-13; Matt. 6: 33. 

• -·sabbath in the Hebrew means "r~.st", "cele
bration". (Heyse, Rost. Brockhaus and other!.) 

VIIL CONCERNING THE DIVINE LAW. 

~ 63. We believe and C()nfess, that the 
outward part of it dealing with sacrifice• 
sacred places, times, objects, meats, geneol: 
ogies, etc., the shadow of thing11 to come, 
have been fulfilled and set aside by Christ. 
Rom. 10: 4; Heb. 7: 19; ch. 9; 10: 1; Rom. 
14: 2-<l; Gal. 4: 3, 9, 10; Col. 2: 16-28· 
Tit. 3: 9. But in its spiritual and mora.i 
sense the law, in substance expre88ed in the 
ten commandments: and by Christ elaborat
ed and given deeper meaning (Matt. ch. 5 
etc.) is binding for all times and useful, if 
any man use it lawfully. Rom. 7: 14; Luk. 
10: 27; Rom. 13: 8-10; Exo. 20: 1-7 · 
Matt. 5: 17-20; Rom. 3:31:7: 12; 1 Tim: 
1: S-10; Gal. ch. 3; Rom. 3:.20; 7:7. 

IX. CONCERNING THE OFFICE OF POW· 
ER; CONCERNING THE TAKING OF 
ANOATH; CONCERNING REVENGE, 

NON-RESISTANCE AND LOVE OF 
ENEMIES; AND CONCERNING 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

Coneerning the Office of Powers. 

~ 46. We believe and confess: That God, 
who is a King of all king11 and Lord of all 
lords has put into all lands rulers and pow
era for the common good and welfare and the 
leading of a good honorable civil life. For 
there is no power but of God: the powers 
that be, are ordained of God ..... For he 
is the minister of God and beareth not the 
sword in vain. He (the ruler) is for the 
protection of the just but a revenge to ex
ecute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Who
soever, therefore, resisteth the power, resist
eth the ordinance of God : and they that re
sist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
For this reason are all believers, yea, ail men 
subject to fear the powers and bound by the 
word of God to honor them and obev them in 
all things not conilicting with th; Word of 
God. They are bound to pay tribute and 
duties and taxes according to the teaching 
and example of the Savior: Give unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar's and un
to God the thiDgs that are God's (Matt. 17: 
24-27; 22: 16-21) ; and according to the 
words of the apostle Peter: Submit to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's sake; wheth
er it be to the king as supreme; or unto gov
ernors, 88 unto them that are sent by Him 
for the punishment of evildoers, and for the 
praise of them that do well. Likewise is it 
our duty to pray for these according to 
command of Paul: I exhort therefore, that, 
first of all, supplications, prayers, interces
sions, and !Pving of thanks, be made for all 
men; for kings, and for all that are in au-
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thority; that we may lead a quiet and peace
able life in all godliness and honesty. For 
this is good and acceptable in the sight of 
our God and Savior; who will have all men 
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth. Dan. 2: 21, 37, 38; Pro. 8: 16; 
Rom. 13: 1-7; Acts 4: 19i 1 Tim. 2: 1-4; 
Tit. 3: 1; 1 Pet. 2: 13-14. 

May the Almighty give them wisdom 
and grace to rule their lands, cities and sub
jects in righteousness and peace and to in
herit eternal salvation hereafter. 

Now, unto the King eternal, imperish
able, invisible, the only wise God, be honor 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen 

Thy Kingdom come!"' 

Concerning the Taking of an Oath. 

lf 65. We believe and confess, that to the 
fathers under the old covenant it was per
mitted to take a true oath by the name of 
God. But the Lord Jesus, the Son of the liv
ing God, the King and Founder of the new 
covenant, has in the following words forbid
den believers to swear with an oath: Again, 
ye have heard that it hath been said to them 
of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thy
self but shalt perform unto the Lord thine 
oaths: But I say unto you, swear not at all; 
neither by heaven; for it is God's throne, 
etc ..... But let your communication be yea, 
yea; nay, nay; for whataoever u; more than 
these cometn of evil. Also the apostle James 
exhorts: But above all things, my brethern, 
swear not, neither by heaven, neither by 
earth, neither by any other oath: but let 
your yea be yea, and your nay, nay; lest ye 
fall into condemnation. But our words must 
be tn1e and your "yea'" and "nay" must stand 
for as complete truth as the highest oath. 
Matt. 5: 33-37; Jas. 5: 12; Matt. 12: 36; 
Col. 3: 9. 

Concerning Revenge, Non-resistance and 
Love of Enemies. 

lf 66. We believe and confess, according 
to the words of the Lord Jesus Christ: Ye 
have heard that it hath been said, An eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I 
say unto you, that ye resist not evil. Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefully use you, and per
secute you; that ye may be children of your 
Father which is in heaven: for He maketh 
His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the un
just. 1.,.0 one may practice revenge against 
his enemies. We also do not feel justified to 
carry the sword. The apostle Paul teaches 
thus. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but ra,her give place unto wrath: for it is 

written: Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
saith the Lord. Therefore, if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him 
drink; for in so doing thou shalt heap coals 
of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good. The apostle 
Peter also says: For this is thankworthy, if 
a man for conscience toward God endure 
grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory 
is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faulta, 
ye shall take it patiently? But if, when ye 
do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patient
ly, this is acceptable with God. For even 
hereunto were ye called: because Christ al
so suffered for ua, Jeaving us an example, 
that we should follow His steps: who did no 
sin, neither was guile found in His mouth: 
who, when He was reviled, reviled not again ; 
when He suffered, He threatened not; but 
committed Himself to Him that j udgeth 
righteously. Matt. 5: 21, 25, 38, 40, 48; 26: 
52-53; John 18: 11; Rom. 12: 19-21; 1 
Pet. 2: 19-23; 1 Cor. 6: 1-8. 

lf 67. But our longing, prayer and effort 
shall be more and more directed toward the 
Kingdom foretold by the prophets and by 
Christ and His apostles, which God from 
heaven shall establish through His Son Jesus 
Christ, in whom He has resolved it, where 
none shall do harm nor learn to war, where 
righteousness, love and peace shall reign. 

Dan. 2: 44; 7: 27; Iaa. 2: 4; 9: 4-7; 11: 
1-9; 57: 15-19; .61: 1-11; 65! 17-25; 
66: 10-14; Lk. 4: 18-19; Matt. 6: 10: 13; 
13: 43; 24: 17 etc.; 26: 29; Lk. 22: 29-30; 
Acts 1: 6-7; 17: 31; 2 Tim. 4: 1; Rev. 11: 
15; 12: 10; Rev. ch. 20; 2 Pet. 3: 13; Rev. 
ch. 21-22. 

X. CONCERNING THE SECOND COMING 
OF CHRIST, THE RESURRECTION OF 

THE DEAD, AND THE LAST JUDG
MENT AND ITS EXECUTION. 

lf6S. We believe and confess, that the 
Lord Jesus Christ, our King, in like manner 
as He visibly ascended into heaven shall 
come down again from heaven. Psa. 2: o; 
Heb. 7: 2-3; Rev. 17: 14; Acts 1: 11. 

lf 69. The hour is coming, saith the Lord, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God and shall come forth; they that 
have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation. John 5: 25-29. 

11 70. We must all appear fefore the judg
ment seat of Christ; so then every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God, that 
every one receive the thing done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, wheth
er it be good or bad. Rom. 14: 10-12; 2 
Cor. 5: 10. 
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1l 71. For the ~rd Himself llhall deACend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangle, and with the trump of God; 
and the dead in Christ ahaJl rise first, incor
ruptable and in r!ory. Then we, which are 
alive and remain, shall be caught up to~reth
er with them In tne clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall 'l'le ever be with the 
Lord. 1 Then. 4: 16-17; Rev. ch. 19-20: 
6 · cf II 67 "Kinll'dom". 

''II 72. For as in Ad&m all die, even so in 
Qhrist shall all be made alive. But every 
man in his own order: Christ the llrat fruita; 
afterward they that are Christ's at His com
inll'. Then cometh the end. 1 Cor. 15: 21-
24, 42, 43, 61-57; Jer. 31: 1-14; Zec. 12: 
10-11; Luk. 13: 28-30. Blessed and holy 
Ia he that bath part In the first re~~urrection 
etc. Rev. 20: 6. 

1f 73. But when the Son of Man shall come 
with great power and glory with His saints 
and to be admired in all the ages of His 
power with Him (Matt. 25: 31 tf; 2 Thess. 1 : 
7-10) then shall He sit upon the throne of 
Hia glory: and before Him shall be gathered 
all natioll8: and He shall separate them from 
one another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats: and He shall set the 
sheep on His right hand> but the goats on 
the left. Then shall the King say unto them 
on His right hand, Come, ye bleued of my 
Father, Inherit the Idnrdom prepared for 
you from the f.,undation of the world, etc. 
Tho.e that here on earth practiced faith, 
righteousneaa, Ion and .m~rcy aha.!! have 
praiae and cJory and immortality with the 
Lord, In whose presence is fulne811 of joy ; at 
wlulae right hand there are pleaaures for ev
ermore. Then aball He say also unto them 
on the left hand, Depart from Me, ye cuned, 
into everlaating fire, prepared for the devil 
and hla angla, etc. These are the unfaith
ful, the unmerciful, the unrighteous that 
have not been obedient to the Gospel of our 
Lord Jeeua Chriat, but have obeyed un-

righteouMees. And these •hall go away into 
everl~ting pllnishment: but the righteoua 
into life eternal. Rev. 20 7-15; Rom. 2: 
4-16; Matt. 25: 31-4e; Mil. 9 46; 2 TheM. 
1: 7-9; Matt. 18: 34; Rev. ch. 21; ch. 2'1: 
1-5; PM. 11: 11; PM. 103. 

If 74. The Lonl J""u• saith, Watch there· 
fore, for ye know neith..- the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of Man cometh. Matt. 
25: 13. 

f. 75. H~ which t~ifteth these thingo 
aaltb, Surely I eolae ~t•icllly. Aaft. Ev•,. 
.... <eJH, Lord 1esuL 

CONCLUSION. 

lf 76. Every confession of faith, as every 
other teaching and exposition of Scripture 
is ~ubject at all times to examination and et~~ 4 
timation under the guidance of the Holy Spir· 
it, according to the Holy Scriptures (the in
spired, • canonical" books of the Old and 
New Testament as a whole) the only infal
lible written preaerved resource of the neces· 
sary and sufficient revelation of God to hu
manity for our salvation. Acts ch. 15; John 
10: 35; Psa. 119: 96; Luk. 24: 27, 44; 2 Pet. 
1:20, 21; Deut. 18: 15, 19; Acts 3: 22; John 
12: 49-50; 2 Pet. 1: 16-18; Matt. 10: 40; 
Luk. 10: 16; John 14: 26; John 15: 15; d. 
III. "Regel und Richtschnur"; Paa. 119: 105; 
1 John 2: 27. 

• "lnspirl"d" means prompted by the Holy Sptr 1t. 

•• "Canonical" mean.s s~rving a! rule and s.ta "d~rd 
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