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Western Manitoba Song Festival at lustice 
By Otto Funk 

Brandon, Man. - July 13 was the 
· climax of a week of practices for 

five Western Manitoba church 
choirs. Brother Cornie Balzer pre
pared the 60-voice mass choir for the 
final song festival, held in a mach
ine shed on the farm of the Jake 
Penners at Justice. 

Singers and music enthusiasts ben
efited from the direction of Brother 
Balzer, who emphasized diction, 
tone production, expression and an 
intense concentration on the music 
and task before you. During the 
practices no time was wasted and 
Brother Balzer directed the whol~ 
practice in a most efficient manner. 
A wide selection of pieces was chosen 
to give singers the experience of 
singing and appreciating different · 
music. 

The five churches participating 
were Lena, Boissevain, Brandon, 
Alexander, and Justice. Three young 
men from South America were pres
ent to give their . testimonies and 
challenge other young people. Two 
cousins, Erich and Gerhard Gies
brecht completed studies at the M. 

· B. Bible College in Winnipeg this 
spring and took off time to attend 

Children Leave 
lor Camp 

By Helene Suderman 

Regina, Sask. - On Sunday, July 
13, the long-awaited day arrived
the opening of the West Bank Bible 
Camp. Seven of our pupils, six at
tending the camp for the first time, 
had somehow managed to endure 
until this day. 

This was their first holiday. True, · 
some had taken trips with their 
parents, but as they said, "That 
doesn't count." This is their holi
day, especially for them. Others 
coming from broken up homes never 
dreamed they could experience an 
adventure of this nature; 

The homes of some were visited 
by the Sunday school teachers to en
sure everything was ready, and the 
expectant atmosphere prevalent re
minded one of Christmas. Though 
they are young their hearts are re
ceptive, and our prayer for them 
is that they might be instructed to 
walk in God's paths and come to 

the "Saengerfest" here in the west. 
B~other Willie Janz, a graduate -

. of the M. B. Bible College in Winni
peg, was the main speaker. The 
central theme of his afternoon mes
sage was the foundation · as built 
upon Jesus Christ. He expressed the 
thought that all our efforts for 
Christ based upon personal gain and 
selfish motives will burn in the fire 
of God's Judgment and only what is 

· done in love for Christ will remain. 
Brother Janz recently returned to 
North America from Paraguay to 
continue studies at Tabor College. 

A play rendered by a group from 
Brandon together with a number in 
song by Mr. and Mrs. Balzer filled 
the program for the afternoon. Rev. 
A. Froese of Boissevain expressed 
his thanks to the conductor · and 
singers on behalf of the audience for 
the rendition of the _ songs. He felt 
that a spirit of worship and awe pre
vailed throughout the entire serv
ice. 

A short downpour greeted the con
gregation l!s they moved for the exit 
at the close of the service, yet every
one went home rejoicing in the suc
cess of the "Saengerfest". 

the saving knowledge of Christ. How 
much this instruction will influence 
their lives cannot be estimated. 
However, we do know the import
ance of training children. Two teach
ers in our Sunday school depart
ment will have no class for the next 
Sundays, but their prayers will fol
low their pupils to· camp. 

-0--

Male Choir Active 
At St. Catharines 

St. Catharines, Ont. - About 30 
members of the St. Catharines M. B. 
Church male choir and their wives 
took a joint holiday on July 5 and 
6 at one of Ontario's well-known 
summer camps, Chesley Lake. 

Accompanying the choir for the 
weekend were Rev. and Mrs. Peter 
Dick and Dr. and Mrs. Charles Gos
sen. Rev. Dick was the camp pastor 
for the group and delivered several 
messages. Church services, devo
tions, sing songs, organized games, · 
boating, fishing and swimming, and 
a wiener roast were some of the ac
tivities engaged in. 

In . spite of the short holiday the 
choir is very busy. On July 10 it 
sang at the Gideon's national con
vention in the world-famous General 
Brock Hotel at Niagara Falls. On 
July 13 the choir provided a one and 
a half hour musical program in St . 
Catherines Montebello Park. There 
·the choir had an opportunity to wit
ness to hundreds of listeners. 

Besides these special functions the · 
choir sings on the Sunday radio 
broadcast heard on CKTB at 12:45 
a.m. 

Brother Walter Unger is the radio 
speaker during the summer months, 
relieving the regular speaker, Rev. 
Henry Penner. 

-0--

Church Construction 
Giving Climbs 

groups received over $25,000 through 
various offerings. 

Total recorded giving in the Can
adian Mennonite Brethren churches 
is close to $1,500,000, or about $110 
per member. 

--<>-

Release Statement 
ol Mennonite 
Brethren Position 

(The following statement was re
leased to the non-Mennonite press 
by the publicity and press committee 
of the 48th Canadian M. B. Confer
ence. · Since it contains a statement 
of the Mennonite Brethren position, 
it can aid those who sometimes find 
themselves at a loss when asked for 
a statement of _ their position as 
members of the. M. B. Church. For 
this reason we are printing this 

Winnipeg, Man. - Giving for con- pr~ss release here. -Ed.) 
struction of churches has doubled on Friday, July 4, preceding the 
during the last three ye~rs in Can- business sessions of the Canadian 
adian Mennonite Brethren churcheS, Conference of the Mennonite Breth
the statistical report given to the ren Church in North Kildonan, Man
conference by the secretary reveals. itoba, about 250 ministers and deac
. Three years ago Canadian M. B. ons of this body met in order to dis
churches gave $160,372 for church cuss the responsibilities of the min
construction, while this year's total isters, church discipline and prepar-
stands at $292,102. · edness for Christ's second coming. 

At the same time giving for for- ,, The worship services in Winni
eign missions increased by one- peg's Civic Auditorium on Sunday, 
third. Three years ago the total July 6, were each attended by ap
was $214,384, while this year a total proximately 4,000 members of this 
of $324,000 was given through the large branch of the Mennonite 
M. B. Board of Foreign Missions. faith. -
These sums are exclusive of the Of the total Mennonite brother
thousands given annually to M. B. hood of about 500,000, approximately 
workers serving under various faith _ 300,000 live in North and South 
missions and soliciting funds in M. B. America, of whom about 120,000 
churches. Home missions and 0ther have their homes in the five Can
phases of mission work received a adian provinces of Ontario, Mani
total of $278,857. toba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and 

A marked increase is also notice- British Columbia. 
able in the giving for local church Through four centuries since Re
needs. Three years ago this sum was formation times Mennonites have 
$239,677, while today it is $3l2,654 survived persecutions and oppression 
for one year. One reason for this is in the Netherlands, Switzerland, 
the increase in full-time paStors and Germany and Soviet Russia, and 
the increase in full-time janitors now the majority have found peace 
through snowballing church activ- and freedom of worship and educa-
ities. tion in this New World. 

Various welfare agencies support-
ed through the Canadian M. B. 
conference received a total of $70,-
000, while schools operated by the 
provincial and Canadian conference 
and groups of churches received 
$97,815. . -

Sunday schools distributed a total 
of $66,000 in . funds, while youth · 

Adult baptism on profession of 
faith, refusal to bear arms against 
their fellow men, acknowledgement 
of the Holy Scriptures as the only 
final authority of their whole pat
tern of lif~these are concepts 
which through the centuries have 

(Continued on page 4-2) 
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Balanced Church --Giving 

Balanced giving toward the various phases of the Lord's work 
is an essential aspect of Christian stewardship. This.•applies to 
the individual, the chu,rch, and the coRference. 

Many Qhristians give·upon the impulse of the moment. Oft
times emotional involvement in a project is . the guiding factor. 
Yet such haphazard giving is not the New Testament pattern, 
as outlined by Paul in I Corinthians 16. We are to give "as God 
hath prospered", laying aside "on the first day of the week." A 
careful reading of the epistles will further establish principles 
for the distribution _of such funds: to the '"household of faith", 
to those in need (widows and orphan,s, for example), and for 
the "support of the Gospel." Such giving means that every 
disciple of Christ will prayerfulily invest every dollar the Lord 
has entrusted to him, as guided by the Holy Spirit. 

The pastor can do much to dfrect the giving of a church. By 
a systematic program of in§truction he can educate the members 
to give proportionately. Through the dispensing of pertinent in
formation he can influence the appropriation of funds avail
able. · Yet the church as a whole must also prayerfully consider 
each new project it undertakes in its relation to all the other 
work being done. Church construction, for example, must not i.n
terf ere with mission giving, since missions operate on a budget 
set in advance. Should a larger number of churches suddenly 
decrease mission giving because of new construction projects, the 
work of the Lord in evangelism would suffer. Longer mort
gage terms on new construction can, for example, forestall a de
crease in missionary giving . . 

On a conference level ·we also need to emphasize balanced 
giving. Some conferences have instituted budgeted-giving plans · 
so that all phases of conference work receive an equitable propor
tion of conference giving. They have also tied in education and 
information on giving to assist in gaining their goal. This is 
certainly . to be recommended. 

When one . examines the statistics for the Mennonite Breth
ren conference in Canada the pattern noticed by those who read 
church news is confirmed. Giving for church construction has 
more than doubled during the last three years. Giving for local 
church needs has increased by one-third, while giving for for
eign missions has increased by less than one-third. At the same 
time givfog for conference-operated schools has remained static 
and conference publication work is stila being neglected almost 
altogether. 

At a time when the number of young people studying in pro
vincial universities has gone up by one-third in only three years, 
we cannot a{ford to lag behind in education on a college level. 
While costs in educational institutions are rising we need to in
crease our appropriation and giving for conference-related educa
tion. Unless we wiU pay more attention to this phase of the 
Lord's work we will have serious repercussions in our churches. 

More attention also needs to be paid toward conference-re
lated publication efforts at home. Through our foreign mission 
board we open reading rooms in India, but provide almost nothing 
for our church members at home. We gladly pay six dollars a 
year for LIFE, TIME or NEWSWEEK, but refuse to give five 
dollars a year toward a conference publication that wiH provide 
solid Christian reading material for our families. We encourage 
foreign language publications for the mission field, but let our 
you,ng people find their reading material in the corner drugstore. 

Balanced giving is not a new idea, not the !brain wave of 
someone in a conference or church office. It is a biblicaJl prin
ciple -that is easily discernible in both the Old and New Testa
ments; · When the first church discovered grumbling because the 
Gentile widows were being overlooked they ordained deacons. 
Today we also need to make a move that will make balanced giv-
ing a reality. · 

' 

DEVOTIONAL 

You_r Personality Too 
By J . Mark Stauffer 

God wants your personality too. 
Christianity might well be described 
as a totalitarian religion. When you 
sign on the dotted line for God, He 
really takes over. If you have been 
enjoying the concept that Jesus will 
forgive your sin, grant you peace 
and joy and yet let you live as you 
please, using your talents for self, 
you are greatly mistaken. God has 
never worked that way.and He won't 
start now. 

God wants the whole man. He has 
never been known to · bargain for 
only a part of His child. He is just 
as interested in a man's body or soul 
as He is in his spirit. To illustrate 
further: God is · just as concerned 
about you Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday as He is about your Sun
day program. Many great men have 
echoed David's cry that God is ev
erywhere; they have admitted too 
that they are eternally responsible 
to God. I restate my thesis that 
God wants your personaMty too. 

But what is personality? Many of 
us seemingly know little or nothing 
about human personality. The word 
is generously defined in any good 
dictionary, but let us try to briefly 
formulate our own definition. Per
sonality is the sum total of your 
personal characteristics; it is your 
visible, audible self; it is the total 
YOU. 

There are two unfortunate per
sonality deviations current among 
Christian people today; the one 
group seemingly thinks that God is 
not interested or has no right to 
their personality; hence, they use it 
selfishly to gratify their personal 
desires and ambitions. These people 
stand condemned before God for 
selfishly prostituting one of God's 
greatest gifts; they are proud, 
worldly, and selfish. 1 

The other group is sensitive about 
their. own personal development. 
They want to be humble; so they 
wrap their talent in a napkin and 
bury it. These people stand con
demned before God for ignorantly 
failing to develop and invest one of 
God's greatest gifts; they are quiet, 
drab and uninteresting. 

Let me describe two vastly dif
ferent characters that can be seen 
on our city streets. Here comes a 
professing Christian woman down 
the street, but her " . . . ornament 
of a meek and quiet spirit, which is 
in the_ sight of God of great price," 
is completely hidden by her " . . . 
outward adorning of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel" (I Peter 3: 
4,3). Looking like a twentieth-cen
tury Jezebel, she could not possibly 
b~ effective as a personal so~l win
ner. 

On the other hand, we observe a 
professing Christian man on the 
street, careless and unkempt in at~ 

tire and giving one the impression 
that another Rip van Winkle has 
come to town. His face is long, sug
gesting a perversion of Scripture 
(Rejoice eve~ore). Looking as 
forlorn as Job's turkey, he could not 
po~sibly be effective as . a soul win
ner. 

As a Christian Church, we have 
proceeded very cautiously into edu
cation; our acceptance of psychology 
and psychiatry has been even more 
recent and limited. To many peop
le, any attempt to improve your 
personality borders on pride and the 
expression of self. 

It was 0. 0. Miller who declared 
recently to a large assembly, "For 
a long time I have been convinced 
that Mennonite people are happier 
than they appear." What an unfor
tunate and yet correct observation 
of a Christian group today! "We do 
not well: this day is a day of good 
tidipgs, and we hold our peace ... " 
(II Kings 7:9) I want to conclude 
by asking three brief questions: 
First, Who are you? Second, What 
can you do? and third, What will 
you do? 

Who Are You? 

Man apart from God is a wreck, 
but· man with God is a glorious re
statement of the first Adam. Chris
tians are redeemed human beings 
commissioned by God to win their 
unsaved . brothers. That is who we 
are and we find our greatest · joy 
when we give the whole of our per
sonalities to the great and unfinished 
task of personal soul winning. 

God wants to take our physical 
posture, our faces, our voices, our 
intellect, and our total manner of 
personal appearance and bring it un-

( Continued ori page 8-3) 
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Announce Varied Program_; 
for S.S. Conference 

r 
' 

Winnipeg, Man. - A varied pro-
. gram of activities and lectures is in 

store for those attending· the annual 
Sunday School Conference of the· 
Manitoba churches. 

Lake Winnipeg Mission Camp is 
the site for this year's conference, 
which will convene there from Aug
ust 1 to 3. -The camp is located at 
Arnes, Man. 

Rev. B. B. Fast, committee chair
man, has announced that the feature 
speakers for this three-day camp 
will be Rev. F . C. Peters and Mrs. 
Alta Mae Erb. Rev. Peters is in
structor at the M. B. Bible College, 
while Mrs. Erb . is a well-known 
writer in the Sunday school field 
and a college lecturer. 

The first meeting will be Friday 
night, August 1, at 8:00 p.m. (CDT), 
with both Rev. Peters and Mrs. Erb 
scheduled to speak. There will be 
three sessions daily the following 
two days. 

Rev. Peters will speak on the fol-

Seco·nd M. 8. 
Study Conference 

Denver, Colo. - The second major 
study conference of the Mennonite 
Brethren Church in North America 
convened in the .M. B". church here 
on Saturday, July 12. 

The first such study" conference 
was held at the M. B. Bible College 
in Winnipeg .in December of 1956. 

These study conferences bring to
gether conference leaders, elected 
representatives from the district 
and provincial conferences, and 
members on the faculties of the con
ference schools. Practical church 
problems, doctrinal issues and other 
pertinent problems are discussed in 
papers presented by various breth
ren _ and then freely discussed in 
two-hour periods. 

-0-----C---

Strawberry Hill News 
By J. Unger 

North Surrey, B.C. - "Delight 
thyself in the Lord and he shall give 
thee the desires of thine heart." 

It was our privilege to have a re
presentative of the Moody Bible In
stitute with us recently ·to show the 
film "Red Rive~ of Life." The film 
clea~ly -showed God's aimighty and 
magnificent _ hand in His creation. It 
was of interest to see how each part 
of our body functions in the most 
riiai-velous way. 

We -a1so have had a visit from 
Rev. John Reimer, who presented 
the work and needs of the West 
Coast Children's Mission. God has 
e~tru~ted a: great work to us in our 
own land and _ each Christian must 
ask himself, "Am I doing my part?" 

One believer has also followed the 
Lord . in baptism here; surrendering 
her life afresh to the Lord. Even 
though there was only one candidate 

lowing subjects: Conditions for 
Wholesome Recreation; Principles of 
Good Leadership; Growing and 
Studying a "Must" for the Teach
er; and Coordination · of Sunday 
School and Youth Work. In addition 
he will lead a fireside testimony 
meeting and deliver a message -on 
Sunday morning. 

Mrs. Erb will speak on: The 
Teacher's Personal Efficiency to 
Good Teaching; Principles of Build
ing a Curriculum; An Evaluation of 
Our Future Sunday School Mater
ial; Primary Department; The 
Home's Responsibility for Christian 
Nurture, and a topic yet to be chos
en. 

For more than 30 years Mrs. Erb 
has taught child psychology classes 
on a college level. She is editor of 
the Herald Press Home Series, co
author with her daughter of Chris
tian Parents Baby Book, author of 
The Christian Nurture of Children, 
and Home Life Editor of Christian 
Living magazine. 

at the baptismal service we were 
greatly blessed through the-personal 
testimony of the candidate. 

Our annual Children's Day was 
held in the Peace Arch Park. For 
activities we had a -worship service 
with a prayer meeting and a mes
sage. In the afternoon we had games 
and races for all. 

---0---

$ 180,000 Student 
Dormitory Approved 

Saskatoon, Sask. - Constr:uction 
of a dormitory for men, women ll.nd 
married students on the Tuxedo 
campus of the Canadian Mennonite 
Bible College is to start shortly. 
The sod-turning ceremony is to be 
held July 26. Completion date is 
January 1, 195S'. 

The beginning of construction was 
made possible by the action of the 

This ' is the Ontario World Conference committee that will begin making 
arrangements for the Seventh Mennonite World Conference as soon as word 
has been received that their invitation has been accepted by the praesidium, 
On the picture are, from left: Dan Wagler, Shakespeare Amish; Elven 
Shantz, Sterling Ave. Mennonite Church; Bishop J. B. Martin, chairman; 
Jacob Fast, United Mennonite Church, Waterloo; C. J. Rempel, M. B. 
Church, Kitchener; and Bishop E. J. Swaim, Brethren in Christ. .. 
· (Photo by C. J. Rempel) 

nearly 300 delegates at the Confer
ence of Mennonites in Canada. Meet
ing June 28 to July 2 at the First 
Mennonite and Mayfair Mennonite 
churches here, the delegates ap
proved the $180,000 dormitory for 
the conference college. The 17,500-
member conference built a $180,000 
ad~inistration building in 1955 on a 
site next to the provincial Teachers' 
College. 

Rev. J. J . Thiessen of Saskatoon 
was elected moderator of the_ con
ference for the seventeenth time. 
Rev. Henry Poettcker, Winnipeg, 
was elected assistant moderator, 
while Rev. Henry Epp of Waterloo 
was elected secretary. 

In other action the conference ap
proved a major study conference on 
"The Church's Witness in Society" 
for January of 1959 at Winnipeg. 
Representation is to be present from 
all congregations in the denomina
tion. A Canada-wide conference of 
Sunday school superintendents was 
approved. This will be held in Wink
ler in September. In further action 
the conference approved the publica- . 
tion of a German and English de
votional in quarterly issues for 1959 
and appointed a revision committee 
for the German hymnal. 

Total General Conference foreign · 
mission giving in the Canadian Cpn-

ference of Mennonites amounted to 
$116,602.14. Fifty Canadian work
ers are now serving on foreign fields. 

---0-----

lnterrupts Class 
To Counsel Seekers 

Hillsboro, Kans. - God is blessing 
the ministry of Evangelist Ernst 
Krupka in the · Mennonite colonies 
in Paraguay. Brother Krupka is 
from West Germany. 

On June 24 he began evangelistic 
services in east Paraguay including 
Volendam and Friesland colonies and 
Asuncion. Following the conclusion 
of his ministr:y in Asuncion around 
July 12, Evangelist Krupka planned 
to conduct services for several days 
in Curitiba, Brazil. Previously he 
conducted 102 meetings in the west 
Paraguay colonies of Fernheim and 
Neuland. 

Brother William Schroeder, Board 
of General Welfare worker in Neu
land, writes that there was a special 
moving of and response to God's 
Spirit in that colony. Approximately 
20 persons accepted the Lord or re
dedicated their lives during a revival 
which began during the services and 
continued after Evangelist Krupka 
left. So great was the working of 
God's Spirit that Brother Schroeder 
interrupted his mathematics class to 
lead. several students to the Lord, 

. ...... 
MANY VOLUNTEERS were needed to look after the many details in connection with the Canadian Confer-
ence of the M. B. Church. Here seven workers- from various phases of the behind-the-scenes activity lined 
up for the camera. They are, from left: Jake Krahn, North Kildonan; Isaac Koop, South End; Henry Loe
wen, North Kildonan; Miss Charlotte Janzen, Elmwood (M. B. Bible College secretary); Miss Olga Hiebert, 
Gospel Light _M. B. Church; Herman Penner, South End; and Abe Schellenberg, Elmwood. 

· (Photo by Walter Toews) 
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Mennonite 8,rethren Mission Notes 
go hungry for Christ's sake. One 
teacher in such a village has more 
than 40 pupHs in school and asks · 
for prayer." Rain in Mexico 

Our Mexico missionaries write 
that rains have started and that the 
fields are · beginning to turn green. 
This is of great significance because 
of the great food shortage in the 
Durango state of Mexico. People 
have been suffering ·considerably 
during the last year or two because 
of the lack of corn which is their 
greatest bread staple. . It is our 
prayer that also the spiritual rains 
may come upon the people and that 
the Gospel outreach will spread to 
many villages. 

Peter Hamms Leave 

Brother and Sister Peter M. 
Hamm left New York by plane on 
July 12, and were to arrive in Bom
bay, India, on July 14, the Lord 
willing. Brother and Sister Hamm 
are the new house-parents at Bru
ton, which is the boarding place for 
our missionary children in India. 
Brother Hamm will also .serve on 
the faculty of the Union Mission 
School at Kodaikanal, India. 

Arrange Division of Work 

In Japan preparations are being 
made for the continuation of the 
work during the furlough of one of 
the missionary couples-Brother and 
Sister Jonathan Bartel. Brother 
Kitano has been aske\1 to serve the 
Kasugade Church and Brother Rol
and Wiens has been asked to be the 
missionary advisor. The Japan Mis
sionary Council has also approved 
the appointment of Brother and Sis
ter Sam Krause for the spiritual 
responsibilities of the Minato . Ku 
work. The Bartels have been serv
ing and guiding the work at Kasu
gade and Minato Ku. 

Results in Asuncion 

Brother Albert Enns writes from 
Asuncion, Paraguay, of blessings ex
perienced during house visitation 
work in that large city. It is en
couraging to hear that now and then 
a family responds to the Gospel 
through house visitation and the 
reading of God's Word. The work 
is deserving of our continued, ear
nest intercession to the end that 
there soon may be a group of be
lievers large enough to form a little 
organized congregation. 

New Publicity Folder 

A new folder describes our mission 
work in Paraguay. This four-page 
bulletin begins with a brief account 
entitled "A Thrilling Missions Story" 
in which the beginning and develop
ment of the work are reviewed. Then 
in pictures, statistics and short ac
counts, the various phases of work 
among the Indians and Paraguayan 
nationals are presented. The last 
publication on the Paraguayan field 
was printed in 1950. . Individuals 
and churches who have not asked 
to be on the mailing list for such 
folders will be mailed copies of the 

Paraguay folder upon request by 
writing to the Board of Foreign 
Missions Office, 315 South Lincoln 
Hillsboro, Kansas, U.S.A. 

Six More Admitted to Orphanage 

Brother and Sister ·Peter Huebert 
report that our mission at Curitiba, 
Brazil, has recently admitted six 
additional homeless children to the 
orphanage. Two of them were girls 
and four were boys two and three 
years old. These children require 
much care and training and are 
worthy of our greatest prayers. May 
they not only learn to know the way 
of eternal life, but also experience 
a new birth by accepting Christ as 
their personal Saviour. 

Teachers Sacrifice 

From Kajiji, Belgian Congo, comes 
the following item for praise and 
prayer: "Praise God for teachers 
and evangelists who are faithful at 
their · posts in spite of trials and 
very Httle pay. Mt>st of them re
ceive less than $1.40 per month since 
the native church cannot afford to 
pay them more. Some receive help 
in food, but others, especially where 
there are no Christians, sometimes 

Press Statement 
(Continued from page 1-4) 

brought them into conflict with in
tolerant authorities and ruling 
churches. 

The membership of the .Brethren 
branch of the . Mennonite Church 
stands ,ii_t approximately 14,000 in 
Canada. Its 80 local congregations 
were represented by 355 delegates 
at this, the 48th, annual conference. 

On the agenda of the Conference 
were worship, devotional services, 
reports and deliberation on the 
work of the following boards and 
committees : Reference and Counsel, 
Board of Trustees, Foreign and 
Home Missions, Publication, Educa
tion, General Welfare and Public 
Relations, Youth Work and Sunday 
Schools. 

The foreign missions program of 
the Mennonite Brethren Conference 
of North America has an annual 
budget of about $650,000 and 
Church membership in foreign fields 
now numbers 29,000 . in Africa, In
dia, Japan, Colombia, Paraguay and 
Mexico. 

In five Canadian provinces Bible 
schools are sponsored by the church
es. Five church-supported private 
high schools are being operated in 
four provinces. The Conference has 
a Bible College in Winnipeg. A pub
lishing house, The Christian Press 
Ltd., owned jointly by the Canadian 
M. B. Conference and a corporation, · 
is also located in Winnipeg. 

To Prepare DVBS Materials 

In Colombia Sister Ruth Loewen 
is to give special attention to Daily 
Vacation Bible School, translation 
and Bible correspondence work dur
ing August and September. Her ac
tivities in these · efforts are for both 
the Choco and Valle fields. May the 
Lord's help be abundantly realized 
in these important efforts and grant 
much spiritual fruitage as _a result. 
Plans are for Sister Doris Harder 
to prepare for furlough by coming 
out of the Choco in October. Esther 
Wiens is .to enter the Choco in Sep
tember to relieve Sister Harder. 

To Return to Brazil 

The missionaries in Brazil are be
ginning to look forward to the re
turn of Brother and Sister Erven A. 
Thiesen, whose furlough expires in 
July. The Thiesens are beginning 

· to get their freight and baggage 
together in preparation to return to 
the field to which the Lord has call
ed them. The Thiesens have spent 
most of their furlough time in Cal
ifornia, where they have been living 
in the Dinuba-Reedley vicinity. 

H. F . Klassen, managing director 
of the Christian Press Ltd., made the 
following statement in a radio ad
dress : "Perhaps some .of you will 
ask why Mennonites are different, 
why we do not conform to the be
liefs · and practices of the majority 
of people around us. Since the 
founding of our faith, we have tried 
to regulate our life and beliefs by 
the teaching of . the Bible. 'Thus 
saith the Lord' has 11lways been a 
sufficient reason for any belief or 
practice in our church. The Bible 
is our final appeal, and the ques
tion is not, whether or not the Bible 
is right, but what the Bible really 
says. Hence our adherence to non
resistance, refusal to kill in war or 
peace, rejection of the oath (yes or 
no . must suffice), separation of 
church . from state, non-participation 
in political parties and strife, re
fusal of high government positions, 
of membership .in secret lodges, and 
refusal to participate in many forms 
of amusements and indulgences. In
stead, we try to apply the Sermon 
of the Mount in practical living, 
and emphasize personal conversion 
followed by baptisin (mostly adults). 
Surely a reasonable teaching. Why 
should we be Christians at all, if 
we do not expect to live like Chris
tians and to leave those things which 
God's Word teaches us to avoid?" 

Much effort and money are being 
invested to develop a sound Chris
tian educational program, to publish 
books and · periodicals and to main
tain an aggressive foreign missions 
policy. Relief work in war-torn 
countries and welfare work are re
ceiving constant attention. Homes 
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for the aged, for invalids and for 
mentally ill people are built and sup
ported. Young people make use of 
opportunities for voluntary Chris
tian service at home and abroad; 
many enter the teaching and the 
nursing professions. .The total ac
tivities program costs the Canadian 
Mennonite Brethren Church about 
$1,500,000. 

Since new ways of life and trend~ 
away from agriculture into trades 
and industries have made the old 
practice of outward "separation 
f:om the world" practically impos
sible, the goal of the church is now 
to train its youth in the faith of 
their fathers and to equip them by 
means of religious and secular edu
cation and through publications to 
witl)stand the evil in and around 
them. The group holds the deep 
conviction that culture, education, 
enlightenment, moral integrity and : 
philanthropy are valuable but will 
not save a man's soul, no; are they 
a substitute for an experienced con
version, a faith in Jesus Christ and 
a Christ-centered life. 

~ 

Postpone Action . 

On "Frozen" Funds 

A U.S; congressional subcommit
tee tabled legislation calling for ap
propriation of the $1,407,000 frozen 
fund earned by conscientious ob
jectors in World War II, in spite of · 
a strong appeal from General Her-

• shey of Selective Service that it be 
approved. This action has killed 
prospects for legislation at this ses
sion of Congress. 

In the hearings General Hershey 
praised the work done by conscien
tious objectors in World War II. He 
told that when the CO's volunteered 
for farm labor there was an under
standing with the peace churches 
that the money that men earned 
would be used through the National 

· Se.rvice Board for Religious Object
ors for postwar relief and rehabilita
tion projects. He urged the sub
committee to honor this agreement 
by making the money available to 
the church groups participating in 
the NSBRO for use in overseas pro
jects approved by the State Depart
ment's Committee on Voluntary 
Foreign Aid. 

Appearing in behalf of the NSBRO 
and describing the type of . relief 
projects upon which the funds would 
be spent were C. LeRoy Doty of the 
Church of the Brethren and Wil
liam T. Snyder of the Mennonite 
Central Committee. 

Some professing Christians speak · 
about themselves through an amp
lifier, and about God through a muff
ler. 

* * * 
People who mind their own busi-

ness usually succeed because they 
· have so little competition. 
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Prayer Answered in Academic Pursuits 
Saskatoon, Sask. - When Henry 

Block announced in 1945 that he 
wanted to study as a doctor, his 
father said, "That is impossible. In 
the first place, I cannot give you 
the necessary financial support. 
Secondly, as a father I cannot risk 
having my son lose his soul in the 
university." 

Yet Henry knew that he was call
ed to be a doctor. · So . much prayer 
was offered to the Lord - and God 
found a way. This year Dr. Henry 
Block completed postgraduate 
studies as a pathologist, his brother 
Peter graduated as a medical doc
tor from the Medical College at Sas
katoon, his sister Mary graduated 
from the College of Education at 
the University of Saskatchewan as 
a home· economics teacher, · and a 
grandchild, Della R-inas, is now at 
university. In addition, Peter's 
wife gained her B.A. last year and 
completed studies as a laboratory 
technician this spring. 

Eleven in Family 

The parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
J. Block of Saskatoon, were married 
on June 16, 1911, in Russia and mig
rated to Canada in November of 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Block and 
their three children, Beverley, Er-

nie and Neil. 

1926, when Henry was a little baby. 
In all, the Blocks have been blessed 
with 11 children, of whom only Mary 
is unmarried. 

The oldest son, David, is at Wel
lington, B.C. ; John and Jake are in 
Ontario; Abe is principal of the 
Prairie Bible Institute elementary 
school, Three Hills, Alta.; David is 
in government service on road main
tenance; Nellie is the wife of Ed
ward Rinas, a farmer in the Hep
burn district (their daughter Della 
is at university, too) ; Margaret is 
the wife of Anton Dyck, Virgil, Ont.; 
Tina is Mrs. Edward Loewen, Sas
katoon (her husband is a cabinet 
maker) ; and Annie is the wife of a 
I)almeny teacher, Arley Harder. 

One Son a Pathologist 

After graduation, Dr. Henry J. 
Block practised with . Dr. A. A. Dick 
for some time. Then he was asked 
to train as a pathologist by Dr. 
Adams. For three years he has gone 
to Toronto for a three-month per
iod to pursue postgraduate studies. 
Last fall he went to New Orleans 
for three months, then back to Tor
onto to complete the course. He re
turned to Saskatoon with his family 
last month to resume work at the 

city hospital and at the university. 
The Blocks have three children, 
Ernie, Neil, and Beverley. At Tor
onto the Blocks worshipped at the 
Willowdale Fellowship Chapel, the -
M. B. city mission center. 

Peter Block 

When Peter was ready to go to 
university, -God wonderfully provid
ed for him. The first summer he 
worked as a playground supervis
or. Next year, however, his ex
penses were higher, and he knew 
that he had to earn more money in 
less time. Then he was asked tff 
go to the Campus of the Woods, an 
Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship 
camp. He could not see his way 
clear .financially, but he asked God 
that if it was His will that he should 
go -to the Campus of the Woods He 
should give him an opportunity to 
earn $600 in two and a half months. 

Answer to Pi-ayer Received 

' The Lord more than' answered 
Peter's prayer. . He was given a job 
on the pipeline and earned $1,300 
in the allotted time. He went to the 
camp! 

Mrs. Peter Block 

During the next three summers he 
worked with several other university 
students at painting elevators. In 
two and a half months he was al
ways able to earn enough to see 
him through for the coming year. 

While at the university he was an 
active member of the IVCF, serving 
on the executive for five years. He 
also attended the Inter Varsity 
Christian Fellowship Missionary 
Convention at Urbana, Ill., in 1955. 

In Jhe. fall of 1957, Peter Block 
was married to Miss Arlene Weich
er, a laboratory technician, who had 
gained her B.A. that spring. He is 
interning at the University Hospital 
at Saskatoon. 

Miss Mary Block is a graduate 
from the Hepburn High School and 
the Saskatoon Teachers' College. 
For the last six years of her teach
ing career she was · in Alberta, the 
two final years at the Vauxhall, 
Alta., high school as home economics 
teacher. 

God Saves Fellow-Teacher 

God worked wonders in her life 
when he sent Miss Joyce Ferguson 
to live with her at Gem, Alta. Joyce 
came from Calgary, unsaved and 
steeped in sin. But God in His in
finite mercy saved her through the 
testimony of some of her pupils and 
Mary. Three years later he answer
ed the prayers of Mary and Joyce 
when He saved Joyce's mother-five 
months before her death. This ex
perience has left a deep impression 
on Mary, for she real_izes that God 
can save to the uttermost-and use 
a teacher in a public school in the 
process. Joyce is now preparing to 
go to the Belgian Congo as a mis
sionary. She was baptized and re
ceived into the M. B. Church at 

Miss Mary Block 

Gem, where she made . her decision 
for Christ. 

In 1956 Mary returned to univer
sity to complete work toward her 
degree. Last summer she served 
in an "MCC Summer Service unit at 
Clearwater Lake Sanitorium in 
northern Manitoba. This fall she 
will be taking up work as a home 
economics teacher at Salmon Arm, 
B.C., after a summer in ChrisHan 
camp work. 

The prayer of the family is that 
God may be able to use all four 
graduates to His honor and glory. 
They are thankful to God for Chris
tian parents, a Christian home, 
Christian teachers, and friends who 
have prayerfully supported them in 
their academic pursuits. 

HEN~Y'S RED SEA 
By Barbara Claassen Smucker 

Henry Bergen, a boy of 
twelve, is the main character in 
this well-written narrative about 
Russian Mennonite refugees in 
Berlin, in 1946. Especially for 
boys and girls from 10 to 15, 
Henry's Red Sea, by Mrs. Don 
Smucker, permanently preserve's 
many important incidents Jn our 
modern Mennonite heritage. 

For younger readers this book 
makes clear what relief workers, 
Christmas bundles, and MCC 
are all about. They will grasp 
something of the faith, hope, 
and courage that exist whenever 
Christians have fled for their 
faith and lives. · 

Illustrated by Allan Eitzen; 
end-papers by Jan Gleysteen. 

Order copies now for all your 
young friends, and be sure to or
der one copy for yourself. 

A Story to Be Remembered-$1.65 
THE CHRISTIAN PRESS, LTD. 

159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 
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Let's Visit a Minute 
Helilo, Boys and Girls! 

How are you all today? Last week we decided to scatter 
seeds of love, .didn't we? I hope you have been very busy at it
They are the kind of seeds that can be scattered anywhere, any
time and by anyone, and they always .grow. So let's keep on 
planting, even if we are leaving.the meadow now. 

I think we should head toward the main highway, which isn't 
so far away. This gravel road will take us there in about half an 
hour, if all goes well. . 

What was that? I felt a drop of rain, and another and an
other. We must hurry! But instead of complaining, let's count 
to see who can feel the most drops on his hands. One, two, three, 
six-twelve-twenty-forty-ninety, a hundred. I guess we'll 
have to give up. There are just too many to count. It looks 
like a real shower. It will certainly-do the crop and filowers a lot 
of good. The brooks will be bubbling and the rivers will flow 
fully. Yes, that is how God blesses the land. 

Sometimes, Mother and Dad sing · a song about showers of 
blessing. They aren't rain showers. They· are blessing;s or good 
things that God gives to his children and we all get them. But 
many children do so much complaining that they forget to count 
the blessings as God sends them down. They forget that God 
gave them life; that he gave them eyes, ears, a mouth, hands and 
feet to use and enjoy; that he gave them mother and father, a 
home, a car to ride in, food three times every day, fun, friends, 
holidays, school days, Sunday school, his Word and even his own 
Son Jesus. I just can't count them all. There are so many bless
ings that our little corner wou[d be overflowing. 

Psalm 103 :1 states, "Praise the Lord, o my soul (that is you 
and I) and don't forget his benefits (his blessings)." To help 
us remember, take a pencil 3:nd paper right now and do this: 

Count your blessings, name them ohe by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done. 

Then send the letter to "Young Observers" and all those who 
remember 25 blessings or more willl receive a prize in the mai.1. 
The letter with the most blessings will be printed on this page the 
following week. Now let us start counting all our blessings! 

Love, Aunt Selma 

What Would You Do? 
Dear Boys and Girls, 

So far we have received six let
ters telling how they would end the 
story entitled "What Would You 
Do'?" We are glad that you have 
written us, and each one will re
ceive a prize in the mail soon. 

Some of you may have forgotten 
to write us a letter with your story
ending, or you may have forgotten 
to read the story, which was on the 
Young Observers' page of the July 
4 paper. You still have a chance 
to receive a prize by writing us a 
letter with your story-ending and 

· telling us how old you are and 
where you go to Sunday school. All 
children who were 14 years old or 
younger at the end of May can enter 
this contest. 

Remember! ·1·nere will be a special 
prize for the best story-ending th~t 
we receive by the end of July. 

Send your letter and story-ending 
to: The Young Observer, 159 Kelvin 
St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 

And here are some of the letters 
we have received. D.o you think all 
these endings to that story could 
really have taken place? Maybe you 

have a better idea-so send it along 
to us! Surely the boys also have 
ideas on how the story should end! 

• • • 
Dear Aunt Selma, 

. My age is fourteen, and I go to the 
Prairie Rose Sunday school. 

Here is my ending to the story 
written in the Mennonite Observer 
called, "What Would You Do?" 

Joe said the best thing to do was 
to ask the Lord Jesus if he would 
help them. After praying, the dog 
came back and they knew what to 
do. Their dog Bob was with them 
and they had a way to get their 
boat. After they had the boat they 
also had a way to get home. 

Sincerely, with love, 
Lilly Reimer, , 
Box 84B, R.R. 1, 
St. Anne, Man. 

* . • * 
Dear Aunt Selma, 

I am twelve years of age. I go 
to the Prairie Rose Church. 

Here is the story ending to the 
story on the Young Observers' page 
called, "What Would You Do?" 

Bob went to Hubert and barked. 

While Bob is gone the little boy and 
girl pray, with tears trickling down 
their cheeks. Secondly, they trust 
God to help them. 

In the meantime Hubert goes and 
looks what was the matter with his 
boat. Guess what he sees. His boat . 
is floating away. He got the boat 
and sails to the two children and 
takes them home. Thus the dog 
saved the two lives. 

Love, 
Bertha Reimer, 
Box 84-B, R.R. 1, 
St. Anne, Manitoba. 

* * * 
Dear Aunt Selma, 
.,Here is the ending of the story 

that was written in the Mennonite 
Observer and called, "What Would 
You Do?" 

First I think they prayed. Then 
after their prayer they might have 
seen a boat with a man in it com
ing towards them. On the island 
where the little girl and boy were 
the man might have told them to 
come into the· boat. They would 
travel again towards the other end 
of the lake. The boy and girl would 
then run home to their mother
all safe. Then they would thank 
God for His helping hand. 

I am 13 years old and go' to the 
Prairie Rose Church. 

Love, 
Betty Reimer, 
Box 84-B, R.R. 1, 
St. Anne, Man. 

* * * 

Dear Aunt Selma, 
This is how I think the story 

should end. 
Meanwhile Bob had been swim

ming in the pond after the swan. 
When he found out where the swan's 
nest was, he looked at the eggs the 
swan had laid. Then he made a mis
take. He thought the eggs were his 
dog food, so he had a big meal. Oh, 
did he ever feel terrible! He had a 
stomach-ache. 

He started swimming toward 
shore. But he drowned on the way. 
He went down and came up and 
floated to shore. 

Joe and the little girl had been 
sitting on a log and sobbing, when 
they had a big surprise. There on 
the shore they saw Bob. They ran 
gladly down to the water. But tears 
came to their eyes. They saw that 
their dog was dead. 

Joe picked up the dead dog. They 
went under a small shady tree. There 
they dug a hole. The little girl asked, 
"What are you doing?" 

"I am going to put Bob in a 
hole," Joe said. "would you please 
get some flowers to put on his 
grave?" 

She picked some blue ones, 
Then they went to a path and fol

lowed it. They climbed on a raft 
which they saw, and started to pole 
home. Soon the raft started to 
sink. Then they waded to shore. 
Soon the house came into , view. 
Mother sent them to bed. Before the 
little girl slipped into dreamland 

she whispered, "I'm sure glad I did
n't have to stay by Bobby's grave." 

I am 11 years old. I go to 'Straw
. berry Hill church in B.C. 

Hannah Voth, 
· 7451 King George Highway, 
R.R. 4. North Surrey, B.C. 

.. .. .. 
Dear Aunt Selma; 

This is how I would end the story. 
Just then they heard a hiss. They 

turned around and saw a swan. It 
bit Joe. It would have bitten the 
girl if she hadn't thrown a stick 
at the swan. The swan dashed for 
the water. 

Joe was badly hurt. The little girl 
took Joe's socks off his feet. She 
then bandaged the bite up. When 
the little girl helped Joe he felt bet-
ter. · 

In a little while they heard some
thing. It was a motor. How happy 
they were when they saw a boat. It 
was their father. They arrived 
home safely. 

I like the Young Observer page 
very much. I'm 10 years old. I go 
to Strawberry Hill church in B.C. 

Sophie Voth, 
7541 King George Highway, 
R.R. 4, North Surrey, B.C. 

* * * 
Dear Aunt Selma, . 

I think the · story should end like 
this: . 

They stood there helplessly. Just 
then they heard something. They 
heard a rustling .in the bush. It was 
Bob! 

"Oh, Bob," said Joe. Oh, but Bob 
was hurt. The little girl put some • 
cloth on his leg. His leg was bleed
ing. They took the dog to the boat 
and they went home. 

I am 8 years old. I go to Straw
berry Hill church in B.C. 

Mary Voth, 
7541 King George Highway, 

R.R. 4, North Surrey, B.C. 

The New Girl 

By Capt. Reginald Wallis 

This is a booklet intended par
ticularly for schoolgirls who have 
recently accepted the Lord Jesus 
as their personal Saviour, and 
who desire to be true, out-and-out 
Christians. 

Price: 50¢ 

* * * 
The New Boy 

By Capt. Reginald Wallis 

The boys of today will be the 
men of the future. This bo.ok 
sets before each J;>0y the grandest 
ideal that the world has ever 
seen. The author aims to bring 
each boy to Christ and to show 
him how he can practically make 
the best of his life. 

Price: 50¢ 

THE CHRISTIAN PRESS Ltd. 
159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 

/ 



July 18, 1958 MENNONITE OBSERVER · 

~ROM HERE TO 

PINNACLES THE 

Copyright 1956 by El
izabeth S ch r o e t er. 
Used b_y special per
mission of the author 
·and Exposition Press 
Inc., New York. All 
rights reserved. By Elizabeth Schroeter . 

(Conclusion) 

"She showed wonderful control, 
though, when she nipped the tears 
and stopped them dead in their 
tracks," reminded Adele. 

"That visit gave me a new im
petus to share my Swiss-Dutch
Prussian- Ukrainian- American-Can
adian culture and values with peop

· le outside of the Mennonite fold. 
Those little things you saw are the 
result of my leisure-hour efforts. 
A ~ew weeks ago, on the day of my 

final examination, for the first time 
-' I clearly grasped the warmth and 

the true nature of the rich inner 
resources of the Mennonite life. _I 
understood that it was a serene re
ligious life which, set apart from evil . 
and its manifestations, rested upon 
an inner partnership with God and 
expressed itself in good will and 
charity toward all. For four hu_nd
red years the tranquil Mennonite 
faith and culture have been centur
ies ahead of the world's govern
ments. The people of all nations 
and faiths can profit from that 
peaceful life. I want to share it 
with them." 

This book, by Liesbeth, is proof 
that she meant what she said. Two hours later Ivy and Liesbeth 

in_ her regulation academic costume 
were at the garden party in the 
quadrangle of University College in _ 
honor of the graduates who had re
ceived degrees on that day. Liesbeth 
was happy. "I saw you notic_e those 
awful tears at the convocation," she 
said. 

Black · Rock 

- "We noticed them, but anyone 
could have cried tears of joy at such 
a happy time," Ivy said. 

"They weren't tears o{joy," Lies
beth said haltingly and seriously. 
"I was slightly overcome. Step by 
step, stop by stop, and occasionally 
even by extraordinary circumstanc
es, I had reached a pinnacle. For a 
moment I looked back. I saw my
self outside of the fence of outmod
ed traditions and ignorance that by 
this time had been battered down 
by upheavals and had almost com
pletely deteriorated by wear and 
tear, exposing an exquisitely ser
ene faith and culture, , educated 
people who humbly and_...efficiently 
were sacrificing their time and 
means to relieve material and spir
itual suffering in every corner of the 
earth. And a tear appeared in my 
left eye. Then, for just a moment, 
I looked ahead. The future with 
more brilliant pinnacles than the 
one I had scaled seemed promising 
to me. I was being challenged by 
pinnacles of inner growth ,and sac
r ifice in the midst of a beauteous 
life that was characterized by bridge 
ing chasms and sharing its blessings. 
Before I knew it a tear pushed it
self under my right eyelid. That's 
when I focused my attention on the 
present," she said, chuckling. 

"I want to ask you something be
fore you go back to California," Ivy 
said, as she and Adele were bidding 
Liesbeth good-bye; "When did you 
have time to write the things in 
those four or five magazines I have 
been read_ing?" 

This is the title of our next ser
ial, which will begin next week in 
the MENNONITE OBSERVER. 
Written by Ralph Connor, it is a 
thrilling story of the victory of God 
over all the powers of the evil one. 

The setting is a mining and log
ging town _in the Selkirk Rockies. 
The time is in the 1880's, while the 
hero of the·story is a young minister 
who battles fiercely and skillfully 
against a combination of evil, 
scheming men, drink, and the de
ceitfulness of the natural human 
heart. How God _gave the victory 
despite ·seemingly insurmountable 
odds will keep the reader in sus
pense until the final installment. 

This is a book for those who en
joy a fast-moving story, for those 
who believe that Jesus Christ 
through His Word .can transform 
men, for ~hose who want to under
stand why sometimes men who have 
been reclaimed from the gutter 

again fall back into sin. You will 
agonize in your heart with Craig 
for the souls of the men_ gripped in 
the power of strong drink, you will 
rejoice with Mrs. Mavor, Craig, and 
Cannon when men step forth to take 
a stand for Christ, and you will 
thrill to the challenge of establish
ing a church and sweeping liquor 
out of the town. 

The language of the loggers and 
miners is not always pleasant; their 
action often not in keeping with our 
understanding of ethics ; and some 
of the steps undertaken by the min
ister not always what we would do. 
But anyone who has lived with min
ers and loggers knows that their de
praved nature cannot be expected to 
react like that of a Christian. Rough 
and ready sinners call for unusual 
tactics. When an· the forces of the 
evil one are arrayed to win the al
legiance of men who have never 
tasted of the good things of God, 
then the saints of God must mobil-
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ize every energy, employ every 
weapon known, and go forth fear
lessly into the battle for the souls 
of men. 

We will try to eliminate any ob
jectionable features of this book, 
but the readers should remember 
that the author does not become a 
true . believer until the end· of the 
book. His own reactions as a result 
are those of _a morally upright, yet 
unconverted person. We believe this 
book has such a powerful message 
for Christians and non-Christians 
that it can · be a great stimulus for 
consecration and greater effort for 
the Lord. 

Should anyone desire to purchase 
this book ~e may order it from The 
Christian Press, · Ltd., 159 Kelvin 
St., Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

-0--

Quest Speaker 

At Horndean 
Horndean, Man. - The summer 

months are termed holidays by the -
school set. Though they must stay 
at home, it is a release from reg
ular studies. 

Young people, however, soon 
search for some new activity to 
break the "monotony" of work. This 
"break" was provided for the young 
people of southern -Manitoba during 
the past weekend, when a youth re
treat was held at the _Winkler Bible 
Camp, Burwalde. 

Since Mr. Abe Quiring was one 
of the camp leaders, we had a guest 
speaker at the morning service of 
the chapel here. Mr. John Enns 
of Winkler delivered the message. 

· The chapel was well-filled despite 
the absence of several young people 
who attended the youth camp at 
Burwalde. 

Liesbeth looked puzzled, wrinkling 
her forehead. For a moment she 
lowered her right eyebrow and rais
ed her left one, as if to indicate sur
prise that Ivy had seen sampl:s of 
her writing. Then she explained, 
"Ivy, do you remember that Em
pire Day about a year ago when 
you, Brenda, Adele and I went to 
a berry-pickers' camp?" 

- . . . . . . ' 

Ivy nodded her head. 

This is the Christian Press, Ltd. display of Bibles, Sunday school materials, and books at the Canadian M. B. 
Conference, held in . the North Kildonan M. B. church, Winnipeg. Here John Sudermann an~ ,Henry Rede
kopp are at the display tables. · · (Photo by Walter Toews) 
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Sago, the Staff of · Life 
By Dr. Glenn Hoffman 

MCC Indonesia 

A young man was attacked by a 
wild boar in the intei,ior forest of 
the island of Halmahera, Indonesia. 
When the boar bit his leg, the man 
slashed him with a knife, killing 
t he boar, but cutting his own leg 
badly. 

When we saw him two months 
later he was lying painfully on his 
straw mat, feverish and wasted, pus 
streaming from the infected leg 
wounds. There had been no medical 
help until the MCC team discovered 
him while traveling on foot and 
small boat on a trip to the southern 
interior of Halmahera. 

The entire island of Halmahera 
has been almost entirely without 
professional medical service since 
World War II . .. but the needs are 
acute. 

The inland villages stand in sharp 
contrast to those on the coast. The 
people live more simply. Schools 
are few, and many of the people are 
illiterate. Loin cloths may still be 
seen. 

_The Sago Tree 
For a living the inland people go 

into the forest in search of the Sago 
tree( like a palm) , around which 
their entire economy revolves. 

A starchy material like sawdust 
is extracted from the center of the 
Sago trunk, which is processed into 
food for their daily diet in place of 
rice. They also trade the material 
on the coast. Sago leaves are used 
for thatched roofs, and the branches 
are used to form walls for their 
dwellings. 

The medical situation can be de
scribed as pathetic. There are many 
low areas which drain poorly and 
which become breeding places for 
mosquitoes. During a two-week 
trip into the interior we were able 
to treat 2,000 patients. The major
ity suffered from malaria, yaws or 
tropical ulcers. .. 

Medicine Not Available 

Malaria, which strikes from 90 to 
100 per cent of the people, takes its 
toll especially among the children. 
In one village we entered two small 
children in one family died within a 
week as a result of malarial infec
tion. 

Yaws, a disfiguring disease fast 
disappearing in other parts of In
donesia, is still much in evidence. 
Children with huge tropical ulcers 
at the ankles can be seen any time. 
Medicines cannot be bought. Their 
only treatment for ·a person who is 
ill is the time-honored herb concoc
tion. 

Besides getting an insight into the 
medical situation in the interior, the 
trip afforded us an opportunity to 
observe the Christian church. All the 
inland villages are Christian. There 
are still those families who .have not 
yet accepted Christianity, but a maj-

ority are at least nominally Chris
tiim. 

We learned the importance of the 
"Guru Indijil" (gospel teacher) in 
village life. In many cases he is 
the village school teacher and . an 
educated man to whom everybody, 
including the chief, looks for advice 
and guidance. 

A good Guru means a clean and 
prosperous village, while a poor Gu
'ru is invariably associated with a 
backward village. This points up 
the vital importance of the theolog
ical school in Tobelo where young 
men are trained to become village 
Gurus. 

Christianity was introduced in 
H almahera by the Portuguese dur
ing the last half of the 16th century, 
and further propagated in the next 
century by the Dutch. Today more 
than 30,000 of the island's 120,000 
population are Christians. 

War Devastates 

Medical work on the island of 
Halmahera dates back to the period 
following World War I when the 
Dutch Mission opened a hospital in 
Tobelo, where' the MCC t~am is loc
~ted. This hospital functioned until 
the Japanese occupied Indonesia 
during World War II. 

When Americans air-raided Tob
elo the Japanese fled to the hills 
carrying with them the hospital 
equipment as well as lumber from 
the hospital. At the end of the war 
Dutch missionaries returned and 
medical work resumed. 

In 1950 political differences be
tween the Dutch and Indonesians re
sult~d in the withdrawal of the 
Dutch from the island once again. 
The Indobesian government, suffer
ing from an acute shortage of med
ical personnel, could furnish no doc
tors so until now the medical work 
has been limited to that done by 
male nurses working with few drugs 
and little equipment. 

Sago as Symbol 
It was to aid this situation -that 

. the MCC medical team came to the 
island in October at the invitation 
of the Christian Church. We, with 
a staff of 20 Halmaherans, are re
sponsible for the medical work in the 
entire Tobelo district which includes 
the island of Morotai ( one of the 
stepping stones in MacArthur's re
turn to Manila). 

This district includes more than 
50,000 persons. _The MCC medical 
team represents hope and health to 
these people somewhat like the Sago 
tree is the staff of life for the people 
of interior Halmaherai 

Elsewhere in Indonesia MCC 
-workers assist in polyclinic work in 
cooperation with the Javanese Men
nonite Church around the Muria 
Mountain. 

MCC workers also are giving med
ical service in -many other parts of 
the world: 

Vietnam-Clinics in remote inter- · 

ior villages of the Raday people of 
Vietnam. Home base is a leprosar
ium at Banmethuot. 

Korea--MCC nurses serve in chil
dren's charity hospitals which take 
starving orphan children found on 
the streets and nurse them to health 
before placing them in an orphan
age. 

Taiwan-MCC workers assist in 
the food and medical program of the 
Christian Hospital in Hwalien oper
ated by General Conference Menno
nites. 

Nepal-Workers help with the 
construction of hospitals as part of 
the new United Christian Mission 
to Nepal. 

Jordan-Medical workers serve 
the needs of some of the 900,000 
Arab refugees who are not perman
ently settled after ten years as ref
ugees from Palestine. 

Paraguay-A missionary medical 
service for leprous Paraguayans at 
Barrio Grande in south-central 
Paraguay is operated in cooperation 
with Paraguayan Mennonites. 

Haiti- Nurses assist the poverty
plagued and malnourished people of 
rural Haiti in Hospital Albert 
Schweitzer. 

Newfoundland - MCC volunteers 
serve on the staff of Notre Dame 
Bay Memorial Hospital on the north 
'coast, and in the Grenfell Mission 
Hospital near the Labrador coast on 
the northern peninsula. 

Your Personal-ity Too 
(ContiriU:ed from page 1-4) 

der the lordship of Christ. Don't sin 
by devaluating God's creation and 
work in your life; accept yourself 
as you are and decide, by God's 
grace, to grow into the likeness of 
Christ. 

If you are handsome or beautiful, 
thank God and be sure that you use 
your asset to win men for Christ. 
If you are physically strong or in
tellectual, thank God and serve Him 
'faithfully. 

What Can You Do? 

What Will You Dof 

The really dynamic Christian soul 
winner today needs a broad and gen
erous personality. There has never 
been a more challenging age for the 
child of God. We need Christian 
education, the love of Christ, and an 
understanding heart to bring healing 
to our alcoholics, mentally distress
ed, sex perverts, and those who are 
at the verge of suicide. And if and 
when God saves these people, we 
must be prepared to give them full 
and free fellowship into the body of 
Christ; if we do not, we are _ not 
Christian. · 

Too long we have companied with 
those asking the death sentence for 
the adulterous woman instead of 
identifying ourselves with the lovely, 
matchless Son of God who said ten
derly, "Go and sin no more." 

May God help each of us to devel
op our personalities for the greatest 
task on earth-personal soul win
ning. 

Reprinted from The Voice of 
Truth in the Gospel Herald. 

-0---

Women's Program 
Features New Speaker 

Harrisonburg, Va. - Mrs. Ella 
May Miller of Harrisonburg, Vir
ginia, has been appointed speaker 
on the Heart to Heart radio pro
gram for home-makers. She will 
succeed Mrs. Grant Stotzfus (Your 
Friend Ruth), who with her husband 
are now participating in family con
ferences, and promoting Christian 
family literature. 

We must begin some program for 
the improvement of our personality 
if we are to be most effective in our 
Christian witness. I have ~n my 
shelf Carnegie's "How to Win 
Friends and Influence People.' ' This 
book has been strongly condemned Mrs. Miller is well qualified for 
as sub-Christian and yet, what have her new role. · She has gained con
we done to Christianize the princip- siderable experience as a public 
les and put them to work for God? speaker and as a writer for Chris-

If you begin to walk erect, develop tian publications. Mrs. Miller and 
your speaking-singing voice, and her husband, parents of four growing 
greet everyone with a Christian children, spent ten fruitful years as 
smile, some proverbial watchdog missionaries in Argentina, the latter 
may begin to growl and warn period . working with the Chaco In-
against pride. But if your motiva- _ dians. · 
tion is Christlike, go right on int This month Mrs. Miller . is speak-
effective soul winning. ing to mothers on a _ topic of current 

David Dunn's recent and inspiring interest, "Vacationin.g", according to 
book, "Try Giving Yourself Away,11 Richard Weaver, director of this 
is also on my shelf. Dunn writes of nation-wide broadcast. 
his personal joy and hobby of giving. In Canada, this distinctive wo
I challenge myself and my readers men's broadcast can be heard on sta
to carry this idea to the highest tion CFAM, Altona, Man., at 10:45 
Christian level. a.m. (CST) on Saturdays. 
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packed by members of the Hatano 
church for stamp collectors. The 
proceeds are given to the church 
building fund. The project was 
sparked by Protestant Chaplain Er
nest E.Northen, Jr. of Camp Zama, 
Japan. He visited the Rev. Tomio 

RELIGIOUS NEWS REPORTS • Shizawa, pastor of the Hatano 
church, recently, and took with him 
three grocery bags filled with 
stamps collected by members of the · 
Protestant women's guild of the base 
chapel. 

Evangelical Groups Witnessing 
During Brussels World Fair 

At the World's Fair in Brussels 
several evangelical groups are dis
tributing gospel literature. This is 
done through authorized booths or 
stands, as free, independent distribu
tion of literature is not permitted. 
This regulation was made to pre0 

vent the use of literature as Com
munist propaganda. Hundreds of 
visitors have come daily to the Bible 
Pavilion sponsored by the Belgian 
Gospel Mission. Scores of earnest . 
conversations regarding the Bible 
and spiritual matters have taken 
place. 

John C. Winston, co-director of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission, report
ing that a large number of priests, 
monks and nuns have stopped to 
look at the Bibles and to talk with 
some member of the Pavilion's staff, 
says : "There seems to be a new out
look toward the Bible which is gain
ing ground in the Roman Catholic 
Church." (Russian employees of the 
Soviet Pavilion who visited the Bible 
Pavilion took Gospels of Mark, ex
claiming that they were happy to 
have a Gospel of "Marx"!) 

A highlight of the Pavilion is the 
constantly repeated screenings of 
the Moody Institute of Science film, 
"Dust or Destiny" and "Mystery of 
Three Clocks." The Destiny film is 
shown with a French soundtrack, 
the Clock film is in English. The 
films were provided by the Fact 
and Faith Film Committee of Brit
ain, an organization responsible for 
the distribution of Moody films 
throughout the British Common
wealth and Europe. 

Harry Liu, representing the Poc
ket Testament League, is distribut
ing some 80,000 scripture portions. · 
He is using the facilities of the Bel
gian Congo Protestant · Mission 
which has an active evangelism pro
gram in effect. The scriptures Liu 
is distributing are printed · in five 
languages, including French, Flem
ish and English. He reports having 
received special permission to dis
tribute Bible portions outside the 
American Pavilion. 

Marie Johnson, affiliated with 
. Child Evangelism Fellowship Inter
national, reports that many visitors 
express their appreciation for gospel 
tracts she is giving out. 

• • • 
Ceylon Buddhists Threatening 
Christians, Moslems and Hlndus 

Militant Buddhists and other ex
tremist groups in Ceylon have joined 
in a campaign of violence agl;linst 
the religious minority groups in that 
country. Led by Bhikkus, extremist 
monks who have renounced Bud-

dha's doctrine of non-violence, they· 
have declared unitedly their inten
tion of driving all European Chris
tians, Moslems and Hindus out of 
Ceylon. 

Pamphlets threatening death un
less they left the country by the end 
of the year were issued to Europ
eans, especially Englishmen. Similar 
threats ivere made against others. 
The Europeans were blamed for in
troducing Christianity to Ceylon and 
were held responsible for the spread 
of other religions on the island. "You 
are the people who brought tbese 
foreign religions to Ceylon, and we 
the Orthodox Buddhists feel that un
less and until we liquidate you we 
will not be able to stop the spread 
of Christianity and Islam on Cey
lon. If you do not quit Ceylon this 
year you will be liquidated." 

Greatest losses of life were report
ed among the Hindu Tamils. It was 
reported that between 12,000 arid 
20,000 people were homeless. 

• • • 
Catholic Priests Converted 

In Bolivia, five Roman Catholic 
priests have become Protestants 
during the last 18 months and are 
devoting themselves to work in their 
new churches. One of them had 
been sent into a rural district to 
oppose the work of the Protestant 
groups there. To prepare himself 
for his task the priest undertook a 
systematic study of the Bible, and 
subsequently became a Protestant. 

• • • 
Rare Algonquin Bible 

In. England, a Philadelphia rare 
• book dealer was the successful bid

der at an auction for a 300-year-old 
·Bible. Charles Sessler paid $20,160 
for an Algonquin Bible, the earliest 
complete Bible printed in the U.S. 
The volume, still bound in its orig
inal black morocco leather with gilt 
panel sides, was one of 20 copies 
sent from Cambridge, Massachus
setts, where it was printed, to Eng
land immediately after its publica
tion in 1633. The Bible, in the lang
uage of the Algonquin Indians, bore 
a dedication to King Charles II. The . 
title page is in English. The client 
for whom Mr. Sessler acquired the 
Bible, and the place where it will 
be· preserved, have not been reveal-
ed. ' .... 
Finance Building Program · 
By Stamps 

In Japan, a Presbyterian Church's 
building program is being financed 
in an unusual way-by postage 
stamps! Stamps on letters and 
pacl,{ages addressed to servicemen 
and their families are sorted and 

CANADASCOPE 

Population in Canada over 17,000,000 

Canada's population has passed 
the 17,000,000 mark. In its annual 
census estimate the bureau of stat
istics reported that the population 
at June 1 stood at 17,048,000, an in
crease of 459,000 over last year at 
the same time. 

• • • 
. Trans-Continental Rail Services 
To be Reduced 

Trans-continental rail service in 
Canada will likely be curtailed in 
the future, Canadian National rail
ways president Donald Gordon pre
dicted Monday before the commons 
committee on railways, airlines and 
shipping. 

The Scribblings of Men 
By Edwin Raymond Anderson 

There was a ;'day" in which Amer
ica decided to "wake up and read." 
But. wl)en did such a day disclose it
self upon the course of the calend
dar? -.. Where the evidence of an 
awakening and a reading which tes
tifies to alertness and renewed inter
est? 

But we learn that such a "day" 
is the dream-and-doing of the land's 
book publishers who, by advertise
ments in leading journals are seek
ing to bring the people back to the 
bounty · and the beauty of books. 
Reach for reading rather than radio, 
and instead of hunching before TV's 
flickering light, turn to the lamp on 
the desk and spread a book there
upon; new worlds await in the power 
of the printed page! · 

We are told of the commuter who 
turned from constant morning land
scape to a book and gathered new 
horizons; we learn of the housewife 
who turned to a book ere tackling 
day's doings, and found the load 
lightened; the workman who carried 
a book to the factory and found new 
delight after noon sandwich, so that 
wheel's clangor receded into another 
realm-a few of the illustrations and 
examples provided by bookmen in 
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The CNR's cross-country luxury 
train-the Super-Continental - is 
"not a success" as 'a business pro
position, Mr. Gordon admitted. 

But tying in with any cut in trans
continental service would likely be 
more intensified service between 
major centres, he said. 

* * * 
New PFAA Bill Coming 

A bill amending the Prairie Farm 
Assistance Act has already been 
drafted and printed and is now 
awaiting its turn to come before the 
House of Commons. It is under
stood that the major effects of this 

. bill wil)... be to make more farmers 
hit by · crop damage eligible for 
PF AA aid. It would allow smaller 
areas of damaged crops to qualify 
for assistance, thus extending ben
efits to farmers unable to collect in 
the past. 

• • * 

Princess Margaret Arrives for Visit 
Princess Margaret arrived in Vic

toria on July 12 for a two-week visit 
to take part in British Columbia's 
centennial celebrations. 

A special centennial gold coin was 
struck for her and was presented to 
her at city hall in Victoria. 

On her return trip to England 
Princess Margaret will make sev
eral stopovers in other provinces for 
short visits. 

the hope of turning men back to 
that which for too long has been too 
far · missed. 

But what of The Book? Sir Wal
ter Scott spok; of the Word of God 
in such majesty as life lingered at 
last-lines, "there is only One Book." 
Too long has that been accepted as 
mere mental proposition, "only this 
and hardly much more." It is not 
too well to speak of the large num
bers of the blessed Book which pour 
from the presses, when scarcely a 
living line is allowed to be pressed 
into the mould of the mind. The 
world's best seller is also the least 
read of writings. That's a revealing 
commentary on the Word which 
points the finger to the reader 
through living letters and searching 
sentences to declare, "thou art the 
man!" 

If there be power in the scribb
lings of men, what of the majesty of 
heaven's tracings? and what re
lease, what rest, what recovery for 
the heart which fixes itself upon 
"thus · saith. the Lord." It will be 
decision day indeed when any man 
moves to "wake up and read" thus to 
declare, "Thy word was unto me the 
joy · and rejoicing of mine heart" 
(Jeremiah 15:16). 

(Copr. ERA, 1958) 
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Dyck-Peters 
Miss Lory Peters, daughter of 

Rev. and Mrs. Frank J. Peters of 
Swift Current, SasR., and Arnold 
Dyck, son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Dyck of Prairie View, Sask., were 
married on June 14 in the Swift Cur
rent M. B. church. Rev. Frank :f. 
Peters officiated: The speakers were 
Rev. E. J. Lautermilch, who deliver
ed a German message, and Rev. 
Rudy Janzen, who spoke in English. 

The couple is residing in Swift 
Current at the present time. This 
coming winter the groom- plans to 
attend the M. B. Bible College, Win
nipeg, while his wife plans to work 
in one of Winnipeg's hospitals as a 
certified nursing assistant. 

Future Subscribers 

Born to Mr . • and Mrs. Walter 
Harms of Glenbush, Sask., a son, 
Gerald Lawrence, on June 22, 1958. 

• • • 
Born to Mr. and Mrs. Walter 

Maier of Schuler, Alta., a son, Darrel 
John, on May 9. 

• * • 

Twins were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Peters of Winnipegosis, Man. , 
on July 5. The names of the twin 
girls are Lydia Katherine and Louise 
Elizabeth. The Peters are home 
missionaries for the M. B. Church in 
Manitoba and come from Coaldale, 
Alta. 

Karlsschule Aims 
For 1959 Opening 

The Evangelical (Lutheran) 
Church of Austria hopes to begin 
classes next February in Karls
schule, which Mennonite and Breth
ren volunteers are renovating in 
Vitmna, Austria, the European Pax 
newsletter reports. 

Plans call · for the school to be 
entirely finished by autumn 1959. 
The completed school will have ap
proximately 35 rooms and will ac
commodate about 640 students, ages 
6 to 14. 

Karisschule, the only Protestant 
· academy in Austria, was badly qam

aged from bombing during World 
War II. A unit of men sponsored by 
Brethren Service Commission and 
Mennonite Central-Committee have 
been rebuilding the. school since · 
1953. 

Total cost to Austrians for the re
building will be about $360,000 with 
furnishings an additionai - $80,000. 
Gifts of cement, lumber, paints and 
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varnishes from large· firms, and centage of contagious cases in the 
labor by BSC and MCC men make leprosarium · has increased greatly. 
up about $48,000 of the total cost,' This is because about ten per cent 

from Evangelisches Hilfswerk in 
Germany, according to the Menno
nitische Rundschau, a German lang-

Funds have been contributed by of the patients in the leprosarium 
the Austrian Evangelical Church, are temporary residents. After a 
the Austrian government, the Ger- period of special treatment patients 
man government, the Lutheran return to the village or outpatient 
Church-Missouri Synod, Lutheran • clinic to continue treatment, rather 
World Federation and the Austrian than remain at the leprosarium. 

uage newspaper in Canada. 
The report said congregations in 

Siberia have reported that Soviet 
authorities distributed only a · list 
of secular German publications 
which could be ordered. 

public. Eighty per cent of their patients 
Evangelisches Hilfswerk, a_ Ger

man Lutheran relief organization, 
and MCC work together in a num
ber of endeavors. The problems of 
German Lutherans in Russia paral
lels those of Mennonites in Russia. 

Sao Paulo Mennonites 
Fellowshi'P 

are . treated in outpatient clinics. 
More than 300 patients received 
treatments in nine clinics set up in 
1957. Leprosy medicine is given to 

Between 40 and 50 young women non-infected members of patients' 
of Mennonite churches in Brazil families as well, even though these 
participate in fellowship and wor
ship activities at the MCC center in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, on Thursdays ahd 
S~ndays. 

The-young women, most of whom 
go to Sao Paulo from Mennonite set
tlements · in southern Brazil, are 
working in the city as nurses, nurse 
maids, house maids and in other pos
itions . . Some of them live at the 
center between jobs. 
. The center, directed the past year 

by Emma Schlichting (Weatherford, 
Okla.), also provides a meeting place 
for the 15 to 20 Mennonite families 
at Sao Paulo. Mr. and Mrs. A. J. 
Dick (Kitchener, Ont.) have re
turned following a year's furlough in 
North America. 

Pax Worke·rs 
Plan Reunion 

Former Paxmen will hold reunions 
at Divide, Colo., and Roxbury, Pa. 

LaMar Stauffer, 275 Redwood 
Drive, Lancaster, Pa., announces 
that the eastern reunion will be held 
from noon of August 15 to noon of 
August 17 af the Brethren in Christ 
Holiness Camp near Roxbury, Pa., 
just o« the Pennsylvania turnpike 
at the Blue Mountain interchange. 

The program will include a series 
of messages py Cornelius Wall, for
mer director of the European Men
nonite Bible School, and · the show
ing of the Pax film, a gift from 
European Mennonites to North 
American Mennonites. Housing will 
be provided for families, Anyone 
interested in Pax is invited to at
tend. 

The western reunion will be held 
at- the . Mennonite Camp, Divide, 
Colo., on September 6 and 7. _ The· 
capip is just west of Colorado 
Springs . .. Program details for ·this 
meeting will be published later. 

Leprosarium Closes Down 
The number of patients living at 

the leprosarium in Banmethuot, 
Vietnam, where MCC medical work
ers serve, _is the lowest · in recent 
years, 168. 
- This is an intentional . develop
ment, reports medical director Dr. 
Willard Krabill (Louisville, 0.), as 
the leprosadum is reserved for those 
who are most contagious, most ser
iously ill, most crippled or who need 
special treatment or surgery. 

Actually this means that the per-

patients are not contagious. 

Religious L'iterature 
Not Received 

Lutheran congregations in the 
Soviet Union in recent months. have 
not received religious literature sent 

The Rundschau further reports 
that Lutheran families of German 
background in the Soviet Union ap
parently through an: amnesty law 
have been granted religious freedom 
which permits them to again unite 
with congregations and build 
churches. 

This· • 
IS Hongkong 
By Paul H. Bartel 

Hongkong is the tourist's para- Kowloon Alliance Church has a won
dise, a haven for refugees, city of derful primary school and hopes to 
fabulous wealth and extreme pov- open a high school. Some of the 
erty. It is a thriving and prosper- other churches are having classes to 
ous merchandise mart. There is an meet this need. The challenges and 
unprecedented building boom. opportunities in this field are tre
Many skyscrapers are being erected. mendous. 
Hills are being blasted and the earth Hongkong is the home of separat
and rock hauled away into the har- ed families. This is one of the great 
bour for fill to make more building heartaches of the refugees. A few 
sites. A huge new runway is being are being reunited after years of 
laid in the bay with earth and rocks · separation, while others quietly suf
from some of the Kowloon hills. fer on, waiting in hope. Some marry 

In spite of the huge resettlement again, establish new family ties and 
blocks that the government has been try to forget the past. 
building, overcrowding remains one It h_as been our great joy to see a 
of the major problems of this area. number of families reunited after 
The average monthly increase by years of separation. One of these is 
birth is around six to seven thou- the Wang family. Pastor Wang is 
sand. Reports indicate that a child the pastor of the Alliance (Refugee) 
is born every five minutes. Added Church at Rennie's Mill. He came to 
to this is the increase of large num- Hongkong with the oldest son about 
bers of people who keep coming in eight years ago. He had to flee for 
from the mainland of China. Just - his life and had to leave his church 
the other day a report told of 1500 and family behind. Some tH ee or 
fishermen having fled here during a four years· later his wife was able 
thirty-day period. Again add to these to join them here. Somewhat ove:i,' 
the large numbers of white refugees, a year ago the youngest daughter 
stateless Russians and other Europ- came and then some months later 
eans who had fled to China years the older daughter, a medical stud
ago and are how being uprooted ent, also joined them. Just a few 
again. There are about 1,000 such weeks ago the father came to ten· 
waiting here for resettlement and us the younger son and the last 
another 12,000 waiting to come from member of _ the family to come, had 
China to Hongkong and on to some arrived._ The father could hardly 
part of the free world. contain his joy. Earlier in the day 

Many Children and Young People 

Hongkong is also the home of 
myriads of children and young peop
le. We have often been impressed 
with the fact that the population is 
predominantly young. Their snappy 
black eyes and cheerful smiles beck
on you to admiration and deep con
cern for their souls. They are eager
ly seeking some satisfactory way 
of life. Their minds are being in
fluenced by the various currents of 
thought. The churches here have 
been forced by the desperate need of 
these young lives to operate schools. 

he - had been weeping because . it 
seemed as if the son would · not be 
permitted to enter, Surely the ·Lord 
has done much for this family. The 
children are all outstandingly ·cap
able and are earnest Christians. 

Other refugees are receiving let
ters from their loved ones. Just last 
Sunday when I went to the Haven of 
Sope San to preach, one of the 
Christians · said that he had finally 
heard from his family after a sil
ence of nine years. Recently we sat 
at lunch with a dear brother who 
had ju~t received a letter telling him 

(Continued on page 11-2) 
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Pre-School Children Learn By Doing r. 
By J. J. Hostetler 

It· is commonly accepted that the 
pre-school child learns over half of 
life's lessons and fixes most of life's 
attitudes and patterns before he at~ 
tends formal classes in pqblic school. 
How can he achieve all this before 
he has learned .to read, write, or 
study? He learns not only through 
being · told or instructed, but he 
learns also through observing and 
imitating parents, older children, 
and other adults. He learns by do
ing. He may use the trial and error 
method, or he may simply accept 
patterns and follow footsteps. But 
he learns mainly through what he 
does. 

God mad!:! children active; they 
respond quickly through the senses. 
Because of these characteristics, 
children learn much more rapidly 
through activity than through form
al instruction. Our method of teach
ing becomes more effective as we 
help them to learn through ways 
common to their experience and un
derstanding. When mothers brought 
their children to Jesus, He did not 
speak or preach to them in long dis
courses, but he took them up in 
His arms and blessed them. In this 
way He became real and meaningful 
to them; we can easily imagine the 
heart respo-nse of the child to the 
warmth and friendliness of Jesus in 
this personal treatment. In the same 
spirit we as teachers of small chil
dren should approach them and lead 
them to love and follow Jesus. 

The proper curriculum materials 
for use with children in our teach
ing work then should provide action 
and expression .opportunities. They 
should deal with natural everyday 
experiences that the child knows and 
understands. They should involve 
activities natural to the child. Such 
activities might include going to 
church, singing ongs, praying, ob
serving the birds and flowers, trees 
and weather, all of which God pro
vides, or talking and playing moth
ers and fathers, brothers and sis
ters, babies, friends, neighbors, milk 
man, bread man, etc. The child 
should be directed tci see and imitate 
the workings of God with and 
through these persons and things. 

The "Herald Graded Sunday 
School Series" of lessons for thf pre
school child are based on the divine 
principles through which children 
learn. The lessons provide for pic
tures and interest ·centers where 
children observe, examine, and 
handle items and things with which 
they are familiar. They have songs 
to sing and stories to be told which 
the child can understand. 

These lesson materials consist of 
three one-year courses as follows: 

"Nursery Home and Church Ser
ies" for age 3, 

"Bible Lessons for Kindergarten 
Children"-Year I for age 4, 

"Bible Lessons for Kindergarten 
Children"-Year II for age 5. 

I _ 

Kindergarten I has been · in use 
for a number of years. The Nursery 
course was introduced in O,ctober, 
1957. The new Ki,ndergarten II 
course will be used first in the Oc-

. tober-December quarter of this year. 
All of these courses are designed 
to tie the home in with the teaching 
Sunday school. The parents need 
to cooperate in helping the children 
with certain activities, in preserving 
and using certain materials at home, 
and in helping their children to at
tend and participate in the classes. 
Repetition ·is a vital factor in help
ing preschoolers learn songs, verses, 
and stories. Here is where parents 
have a home responsibility. 

The learning gate that teachers 
must use fa discovered through ob
servance of the child at interest 
centers. Interest centers are small 
areas where articles, pictures and 
ideas are clustered together. There 
may be such areas as a nature cen
ter, book and picture center, block 
and puzzle center, work center, 
housekeeping center, etc. Pupils go 
to these centers and by activity and 
conversation they do things that ex
press their interest. They ask ques
tions, share, cooperate, and .do con
structive things, all of which gives 
evidence of their learning gate and 
readiness to receive. Here the teach-

This Is Hong Kong 
(Continued from page 10-4) 

that his wife · was being sent 
to labor camp. The husband had 
known that she was in prison, but 
learning th~t she had been sent to 
labor camp was almost more than he 
could bear. 

Many find the WAY OF LIFE 
here. We surely minister at the 
crossroads. Some choose the low 
road and others the high road to 
life. Some seek relief from illness 
and frustration by taking drugs. 
There are estimated to be about 
110,000 drug addicts in this city. Re
cently our paper reported seven at
tempted suicides in one day. It is 
wonderful .that we can proclaim the 
way of Salvation and Deliverance 
so freely. 

Last Sunday evening after I had 
preached in one of the chapels of 
the city, the brother who presided 
rose and told of a man who had been 
deathly ill. Living under a bridge in 
desperate circumstances this man 
had planned to commit suicide, but 
when he heard the missionary 
preach Christ he accepted Him and 
new life and hope came to him. And 
today he is the pastor of a growing 
chu~ch of this city. I was surprised 
and humbled to hear the brother tell 
that I had been the messenger of 
hope to that soul that day. "Sowing 
beside$ all waters" is a very real ad~ 
monition to us here in Hongkong. · 

er tells stories, reads, sings, or leads 
in worship, according to the child's 
interest. 

This method of teaching requires 
much indiviq.ual attention. That is 
why- classes should be -small. This 
method is -natural to the child of this 
age and -leads :him to respond readily. 
Too often teachers seem to employ 
formal, adult, and regimental meth
ods of instruction to the child who 
has been endowed with such a cap
acity for learning. Preschool chil
dren learn by doing, not by sitting 
still and listening. · That is contrary 
to their nature. 

Experience has proved that the 
method recommended in these· new 
courses is effective and proficient. 
While perhaps the lessons may ap
pear different from those with which 
we have been accustomed, neverthe
less they use the same methods par
ents have always used in their 
homes. Jesus taught the same way. 
Previously we have tried to use with 
our children methods suitable for 
teaching older persons. If we re
member the way a child learns, we 
will be more successful in teaching 
him to follow "in the steps of Jesus. 
Ma we use these courses as they 
are designed and prepared by the 
writers. 

In Canada these three courses, en
dorsed and recommended at the 
Canadian M. B. Conference, may be 
ordered from The Christian Press, 
Ltd., 159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5. 

Yet Hongkong is also the seat of a 
concerted drive and effort on the 
part of the Mormons. They have 
come here in force and are using 
various · methods to deceive · the 
Christians. No doubt this is a form 
of testing to prove • those who were 
really in the faith, The daily .press 
reports. that they now have a thou-

. sand members and over fifty "mis
sionaries" here. 

Finally Hongkong is the home of 
Dengta Magazine. The Lord is bless
ing and the circulation is slowly 
growing and the Lord is definitely 
helping provide better content. At 
present the circulation is around 
15,000, but our aim is to double that 
as soon as possible. Recently a Chris
tian in Korea sent in an order for 
250 subscriptions. This was intend
ed as a memorial to his mother. 

---0---

The Four Seasons 
A 9-year-old girl, asked in a test 

to name the four seasons of the 
year, answered, "Duck, deer, quail 
and pheasant:" If asked to divi~e 
the year into two seasons, some 
might answer, "Open and closed." 
The Bible mentions " .. , in season, 
out of ·season" (II Timothy 4:2). 
Paul told the young preacher to 
"Preach the Word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, re-. 
buke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine." 

A. Reid Jepson 
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- For the 
Sunday School 

Worker's Library 
Children in the Bible School 
By Lois E. LeBar. 382pp. 

This is the BIG book _on Chris
tion education, highly recom
mended by Rev. I. W. Redekopp. 
A Sunday · school specialist, Miss 
LeBar · analyzes the spiritual, 
mental, emotional, social and 
physical development of the child 
from Nursery through Junior age. 
She provides solutions to the pro
blems of admipistration, integra
tion of the Sunday school into the 
church program, etc. The use of 
visual aids, worship elements, and 
celebration of special days_ is well 
covered. 

Price: $4.50 
• 

How to Run a Sunday School 
By ,Angelyn B. Sutherland 160pp. 

Every aspect of the Sunday 
school is discussed-such as De
cision Day services; teachers' 
training classes; teaching mater
ials; audio-visual aids; causes of 
absenteeism and what to do about 

· it; discipline; cradle roll; home 
department; the characteristics 
of the different age ·groups. The 
value of the Sunday school library 
is also pointed out with advice on 
how one may be started and a 
suggested list of books. This book 
is recommended by Rev. H. R. 
Baerg. 

Price: $2.00 
* • • 

Improving Your Sunday 
School 
By Paul H. Vieth. 180pp. 

This book is filled with prac
tical suggestions for superintend
ents, pastors, and others whose 
duty it is to supervise the teach
ing of religion in the local church. 
Chapters discuss the board, im
proving teachers, the workers' 
conference, improvement through 
records and reports, the use of 
standards and goals, testing spir
itual results, etc. Recommended 
highly by both Rev. H. R. Baerg 

· and Rev. L W. Redekopp. 
Price: $1.75 
* • • 

Solving Church School 
Problems 
By Irene Catherine Smith. 115pp. 

By the use of questionaire 
and personal interviews this 
author, a Sunday school specialist 
with several books already pub
lished, selected what seemed to be 
the most .crucial problems. She 
discusses objectives, the relation
ship of the Sunday school to the 
church, the problem of leadership 
and teachers, creative work, 
evangelism, the church school 
helping the home, etc. Recom
mended by Rev. H. R. Baerg. 

Price: $1.10 
THE CHRISTIAN PRESS Ltd. 
159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 
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.. Sunday Blessings at Vineland 
By Martha Janzen 

Each Sunday is· a gift from God. 
It is a time when we can gather 
with . many . others to hear . God's 
Word. The fact that many people, 
particularly our people behind the 
Iron Curtain, are not as privileged 
should make us more thankful. We 
are taking our Sundays so much for 
granted. · Unfortunately, the 'bless
ings received on 1the Lord's Day are 
often forgotten as we enter into the 
busy life of the week. 

Since this Sunday was . especially 
precious to me, let me in sharing it 
with you, renew some of the bless- . 
ings received. The weather was ex
cellent! clear, bright and sunny, so 
everyone felt well and in a thankful 
mood. In Sunday school we were 
reminded of Daniel's godly life, an 
example to all believers. 

The speake.r at the morning serv
ice was Jake Friesen, Chilliwack, 
who recently came to Vineland. The · 
Friesens are working in the Beth
esda Home during the summer 
months. We are happy to have them 
with us. His text was taken from 
Luke 9 :20-24. He spoke on the 
three crosses in the history of hum
anity: The Cross in Paradise, where 
man became a sinner; The Cross of 
Golgatha, where Chr~t became sin; 
and The Cross of the Disciple. We 
were challenged to take up the cross 
and walk in the Lord's way. 

In the afternoon we were pleased 
to see a number of children and 
parents at our Lake Ave. Sunday 
school. However, since our church 
choir had gone on a picnic for the 
day most of the teachers could not 
be present. Two short films were 
shown instead of the regular Sunday 
school lessons. We saw how native 
African children live, and were re
minded that Jesus died for them al
so. In another film we very clearly 
saw the plan of salvation explained. 
We feel that "A New Heart for 
Donna" was a very timely film for 
the children, and we pray that they 
may all follow Donna's example. 
. This has been a wonderful Lord's · 

Day, rich in blessings and rich in 
fellowship with Christian friends. 
Having experienced a day such as 
this, we can go out into the week 
strengthened and enriched, for we 
have been in Christ's presence. This 
Sunday has not been in vain. 
~ 

Eastern District 
Youth Meet 

Steinbach, Man. - Rev. Wm. 
Schmidt, director of the morning 
and evening devotional programs of 
the Gospel Light Hour, will serve as 
guest speaker at the annual youth 
gathering of the eastern district 
Mennonite Brethren churches. 

Wanted - Stenographer 
to start •about July 21. References. 

Apply - TED FRIBSEN 

D. W. FRIESEN & SONS LTD. 
Ph. 28, Altona - Ph. GLobe 2.!MSS, Wlnnlpeg 

ALTONA, Manitoba 

e OAKLAND WHITE SERVICE 

. 

This annual event will be held on 
Sunday, July 20, at 2:30 p.m. seven . 
miles east of Arnaud. The program 
will be devotional and recreational 
in nature. 

---0---

Toews-Janzen 
Miss Alice Janzen, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Janzen, Hunt
ingdon Rd., Abbotsford, B.C., and 
John Toews, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Toews of Huntingdon Rd., Ab-

botsford, were married on June 28 
in the South Abbotsford M. B. 
church. Rev. C .. D. Toews officiated 
at the marriage ceremony. 

The groom is teaching in Vancou
ver. -o--

_ McKnight-Stoesz 
Miss Barbara Stoesz, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry H. Stoesz of 
Horndean, Man., and Charles Mc
Knight, Winnipeg, were married on 
July 5 in the Elim Chapel, Winnipeg. 

The · flower girls at the wedding 
were Carolyn Hyde, niece of the 
bride, and Bonnie MacDonald, niece 
of the groom, while Miss Selma 
Stoesz, sister of the bride, was maid 
of honor. Best man was Bill Mc
Knight, brother of the groom, while ROSE 

OAKLAND AVE. AT HENDERSON HWY 
EAST KILDONAN 

' Arthur Stoesz and Ben Harder were 
ushers. 

For ·Expert Service, Expert Advice, 
Expert Workmanship 

Prop.: Henry J. Epp Phone EDison 1-3253 

ORDER l'ORM for the 
MENNONITE. OBSERVER 

Subscription rate: $2.25 per y~ar. 
The Christian Press, Ltd. 
159 Kelvin St., ' 
Winnipeg 5. Manitoba. 

Please mail me the MENNONITE OBSERVER until I ask it to be 
discontinued. · 

• New Subscriber D Renewal 
Enclosed please find $.................... in .......................... _ ............ _ ........... . 
(Postal money order or bank cheque, including exchange.) 

Name: ······························cPi;~;···j;~;;·-;-······ .. ··-· ......................................... .. 

Address: ················. ·······························••.•················-················-············-···· 
(Sample copies mailed free upon request.) 

A program was presented during 
the reception in the lower auditor
ium. This included a solo by Mrs. 
H. McKnight; a duet by Beryl and 
Elvera Stoesz; a ladies' trio consist
ing of the Misses Selma and Justina 
Stoesz and Mrs. Estner Dyck; a 
short German message by Abe Quir
ing of Horndean; and a talk by Rev. 
M. Loge, pastor of the Evangelical 
Free Church, Windsor Park devel
opment. Mr. Fred Hill, friend of the 
couple, served as master of ceremon
ies. 

The bride is a graduate of the 
Winnipeg Bible Institute and the 
Teachers' College, while the groom 
will continue studies at the Winni
peg Bible Institute next winter. 

After the wedding Mr. and Mrs. 
McKnight left for Ochre River, 
where they will be engaged in daily 
vacation Bible school work. Later 
they will move to Starbuck, where 
Mrs. -McKnight will teach this com
ing winter. 
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On tke Jlorizon 
July 20 to 25. - Young people's 

camp at the West Bank Bible Camp, 
Leinan, Sask. Rev. F. C. Peters, 
M. B. Bible College instructor, will 
speak. 

July 20 to 26. - Camp for girls, 
ages 8 to 10, at the Eden Christian 
q<>llege campus, Ontario. 

. July 26. - A one-day married 
couples camp, with Rev. F. C. Pet
ers speaking, at Westbank Bible 
Camp, Lein.an, Sask. 

· July 20 to 27. - Bible camp for 
girls up to the age of 13 at Red
berry Bible Camp, Saskachewan. 

July 25 to 81. - The Alberta Men
nonite Brethren Bible Camp for chil
dren ages 9 to 14 will be held at the 
Southern Alberta Bible Camp, Vaux
hall, Alta. 

July 26 to August S - Mission 
children's . camp at the Winkler 
Bible Camp, Burwalde, Man. 

July 27 to August 2. - Camp for 
girls, ages 11 to 13, on the grounds 
of the Eden Christian College, Ont. 

July 27 to Aug. 2. - Bible camp 
for youth; age 14 and up, at Red
berry Bible Camp, Saskatchewan. 

July 27 to 81 - Family camp at 
the Lake Winnipeg Mission Camp, 
Arnes, Man. Dr. F. C. Peters will 
speak. 

August 1 to -S _:_ The Youth Mis
sionary Conference of the Alberta 
Mennonite Brethren churches will 
be held at Vauxhall, Alta. Rev. J. B. 
Toews will speak. 

August 1 to 3 - The annual Sun
day school workers' conference of 
the M. B. churches in Manitoba 
will convene at L·ake Winnipeg 
Mission Camp, Arnes, Man. 

August 1 to 4 - Youth Camp at 
the Gospel Light Bible Camp, Clear 
Lake, Man. 

August 5 to 14 - Children's Camp 
at the Gospel Light Bible Camp, 
Clear Lake, Man. This camp is 
sponsored by the Gospel -Light Mis
sion at Brandon. 

August 6 to 15 - Mission chil
dren's camp at the Lake Winnipeg 
Mission Camp, Ames, Man. 

August 15 to 17 - Manitoba-wide 
youth camp at the Lake Winnipeg 
Mission Camp. Dr. F. C. Peters 
will speak. 

August 25 to -29-Youth Camp 
sponsored by the British Columbia 
M.B. Youth Committee for · young 
people ages 13 to 16. 

August SO to 81-Annual Youth 
Rally of Mennonite Brethren 
churches in. British Columbia, to be 
held at the Pentecostal Camp, 
Clayburn. 

LORNE A. WOLCH 
B.Se., B.O., O.D. 

Optometrist and Optician 
Eyes Examined 

272 Kelvin St., Elmwood 
Phone: LE S-1177 . 


