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This is the choir that sang at the Song Festival in Kelowna. At the extreme left is Rev. C. D. Toews, 
Abbotsford, who led the choir during the week of practices and at the Song Festival. Four church choirs 
joined for this occasion. , 

"For I decided to know 

nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ and 

him crucified.'' 1 1'or. 2:2. 
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erts with us. He is the medical 

Song Festival at Kelowna 
ed the heartfelt gratitude of the superintendent of the Rimmer 

Kelowna, B.C. - - Rev. C. D. 
Toews visited Kelowna for a week, 
practising every n~ght with a . choir 
in which four different Kelowna 
church choirs were represented. 
The practising of songs such as, 
"O Come Let Us Worship", and 
"Ich wandre mit Jesum Tag fuer 
Tag" uplifted our hearts. 

For the closing program on Sun
day night we were invited by Rev. 
Korneletzky to use the Grace Bap
tist church, a larg!!r building. Mrs. 
Korneletzky was . a singer in the 
choir. 

The program began with the 
choir singing "Vorwaerts Christi 

Good Weather 
lor Harvest Festival 

By Frank F . Froese 

Lucky Lake, Sask. - H was the 
privilege of the M. B. Mission 
Church here to celebrate their an
nual Harvest-Thanksgiving and 
Mission Festival on September 30. 
Despite contrary weather fore
casts, the Lord again answered 
prayer and gave us a lovely warm 
day for the occasion. Friends from 
the neighboring churches of Beechy 
and Lourburn came to praise the 
Lord with us for all His mercies 
and goodness. The little church was 
well filled with an attentive aud
ience during the service. 

The speakers for the occasion 
were Rev. J. H. Epp, principal of 
the Bethany Bible Institute, Hep-

Streiter''. Rev. Korneletzky made 
· the opening remarks. Brother I. K . 
Epp, the condQctor of our church 
choir, was the chairman of the 
evening. 

congregation. 
Our prayer now is, that we maY. 

have felt thankful not only on that 
day of special blessings, but may 
our . life through the coming year be 
one of grateful service to the Lord. 

--0--

Memorial Hospital, Quito, Ecuador. 
He based his message on Matth. 
. 9 :35-38, challenging us to meet the 
needs in the Lord's harvest field, 
which is the world round about us 
and especially the pagan lands. We 
were also shown how modern equip-
ment, s~ch as radio, airplanes and 
up-to-date hospitals and medicines Youth Conference 

Held at Niagqra 

Some of the songs the choir 
sang were "Lead Me Gently Home", 
"Seek Ye the Lord", and "Kommet 
her zu · mir". Solos, duets, and oc
tets brought variation to -the even
ing program. Rev. C. D. Toews Virgil, Ont. - "God's Plan For 

,., save time and energy in proclaim
ing the Word of Life. May we not 
be disobedient or indifferent, but 
sacrificial in the work of the Lord. 

brought the evening message. Rew. You" was the topic for the Young 
Abe Sawatzky, .the pastor of the People's Conference held at the 
Kelowna M. B. Church, who also Niagara Christian Fellowship 
sang in the choir, made the ~los- Chapel on September 21, 22 and 23. 
ing remarks. For !he closing the · It was a time , of refreshing as we 

listened to the Word of God at sev-choir sang "Abend wird es wieder". . 

burn, Sask., and Mr. Jake Schel
lenberg and Mr. Clifford Nickel, 
both of Beechy. The Holy Spirit 
had burdened all three speakers 
with messages on the deeper mean
ing of thanksgiving and its expres
sion in a practical life of consecrat
ed service to the One Who did so 
much for us. The loc~l choir en-
hanced the festivities with appro
priate hymns of praise in the fore
noon and missionary' challenges in 
the afternoon. 

. During the intermission at noon 
and immediately after the a:fter
nooil services, the congregation en
joyed a fellowship · meal prepared 
by the. local ladies in the basement 
of the church. The abundance .of 
food again reminded us of the 
bountiful harvests the Lord has 
permitted us to garner in. The 
splendid offerings received evidenc-

, en services. 
Rev. A. Block, teacher at the 

,MBBI, Kitchener, Ont., portrayed 
God's plan for us in messages on: 
The Mystery of God, The Biblical 
Doctrine of Redemption, The Prin
ciples of Sanctification, The Pur
pose of Sanctification, God's Pro
vision of Assurance, and The Good 
Way to Glory. 

The Saturday evening service was 
·evangelistic in nature. The mes
sage of , salvation was already 
brought out in the song service. 
Rev. Penner based his message, 
"The Good Way to Glory", on Jer
emiah 6:16. The way of redemp
tion was clearly explained and sin
ners were challenged to choose 
either the narrow road to eternal 
life or the broad way leading to 
destruction. 

"Missions" was the theme of the 
Sunday afternoon service. We were 
fortunate to have Dr. Paul Rob-

The \offering of the Conference, 
aside from covering our expenses, 
were designated to three areas: the 
Ladies' Missionary Prayer Band of 
the chapel, the hospital work at 
Quito, Ecuador, and for the sup
port of a native African evangel
ist. May the Lord give the in
crease on these gifts. 

Much time was spent in prepar
ing for the musical part of the 
programs. We enjoyed the various 
.items, solos, duets, trios, a junior 
double trio, a double male quartet 
and a mixed group. The choir 
served at two services. 

The food committee served a 
satisfying lunch in the recess be
tween the ' afternoon and evening 
services. This gave us time· for fel
lowship and discussions concerning 
the messages we had heard. The 
ministering brethren ,gave personal 
counsel to anyone who requested it. 
On Sunday night the brethren took 
time to answer the questions which 
had been handed in during the con
ference days. There was also a 
short testimony meeting, at which 

( Continued on page 4-4) 
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Devotional 
-EDITORIAL I 

[____ __ ~, "This Hath Touched Thy Lips" 

This is Evangelical Press Month 
.. 

Over 80 evangelical publications with a total of 3,277,000 
readers are observing Evangelical Press month in October. 
Through their editorials, feature articles, and other means they 
will try to point out the importance of having Christian mag
azines and newspapers in every home. All will solicit the pray
ers of their readers on behalf of evangelical publication~. 

The growing importance of the printed page cannot be over
looked without far-teaching negative consequences. More and 
more churches and Christians are beginning to realize that pub
lication is a vital part of the church's program, not only in world 
evangelization but also in t};le strengthening of the church. Pub
lication cannot be treated as a stepchild any longer. · With un
scrupulous publishers flooding the market with cheap and de
moralizing books and magazines, with false cults such as the 
Jehovah's Witnesses demonstrating the effectiveness of liter
ature in proselytizing, . and with Communism gaining . ground 
rapidly in eastern and African countries through colorful mag
azines, the Christians and the church must support evangelical 
publications to the hilt. · 

You, the reader, play a vital part in making Christian lit
erature attractive and widely known. As you pay your sub
scriptions promptly andinterest others in this paper, you help us 
to impro've it and increase its effectiveness. There are still many 
homes where the Memwni'te Observier could be a blessing, yet 
is not being received. There are still many teachers, nurses, 
and other professional people in isolated districts who would 
really .appreciate this paper if they received it. We know, for 
the many letters from people in isolated areas prove this. You 
can help th~m and us by sending us their names and addresses 
for sample copies, or by sending them gift subscriptions. What 
better gift can you give to someone cut off from home than a 
paper bringing h~m news from home and inspiration from men of 
God. 

In many homes there is a ban on comics or lurid literat'ure. 
Yet in only too few of these homes is an a'dequate substitD.te 
placed in the hands of the children. · True, an appetite for good 
reading must often be awakened, but this can. be done by ex
ample and by pointing out interesting articles to young pec1ple 
and children. Church libraries can help by carrying a wide sel
ection of, the bes.t evangelical magazines and newspapers on 
their shelves. Sunday school teachers-, young people's leaders, 
and others can sti,mulate reading by mentioning articles that 
they found inspirational and informative. Often a casual re
ference to an article is enough to awaken interest in it. 

This is Evangelical Press Month. Let's look through our 
magazine rack and see which predominates: secular literature 
or religious literature. That will indicate how seriously we take 
our Christianity. In some cases it will also reveal why some of 
the children have gone astray. We do well to remember that the 
reading of one article written by a Spirit-filled author can trans
form our life and that of our children. That surely is worth 
the price of one subscription. 

Blessings From Reading Church Publica1ions 
By Mrs. Henry L. Ruth 

1) I have been moved to a great
er faith in my Lord, a more pat
ient attitude toward my children, 
a little more kindness to my neigh
bor, in this way. 

2. I have found our church lit
erature to be a good stimulant to 
my prayer life. While the Bible 
points us to our own need of pray
er, our church periodica\s bring the 
needs of others to our attention. 
Many a time I've been led to bow 
my head and ask the Lord to sup
ply the needed strength and cour
age to a foreign mission \jOrker to 
overcome some obstacle. I have 
asked Him to give wisdom to those 

struggling with a difficult lang
uage and to supply the material 
needs for the cold and hungry re
fugees, also asking Him to lay a 
greater burden upon my own heart 
to help supply the needs of those 
less fortunate. 

3) C~urch publications have 
proved to be a helpful source to 
direct me in my giving. I count 
it a privilege to be ~ able to help 
send Bibles to students in India 
who have never had a Bible before. 
Recent pleas by the Mission Board 
have made me want to give mor 
liberally toward the work of mis
sions throughout the world. · Needy 

(Continued on page 8-4) 

At a time when radio and tele
vision are filling the air with mus
ic and words there is a lamentable 
lack of "touched lips". There are 
many preachers and teachers who 
can give fine sermons on doctrine, 
there are many laymen who can 
criticize, but there are few disciples 
with lips that have been touched 
by God. 

Isaiah's life was completely re
volutionized when his lips were 
touched by a live coal from the al
tar. From this searing experience 
emerged a man who is undoubtedly 
the greatest among the prophets. 
For vigor of speech and beauty of 
message he is unequalled in the Old 
Testament. Witp one breath he 
scathingly denounces the idolatry 
of a rebellious veople, and in the 
next breath he announces the birth 
of the coming sin-bearer. His 
message of doom and destruction 
for Israel and the nations opposing 
Israel is matched in severity only 
by the solicitude of his message of 
a coming light for those in dark
ness. Mercilessly he flayed the 
sinner, the idolater, the rebellious, 
yet beautifully he picture"' ,the 
coming Prince of Peace 

This age needs prophets who 
have gone through this same ex
perience and emerged with a sim
ilar message. The sin in the world 
warrants the sharp condemnation 
of Isaiah 1 :4, "Ah sinful nation, a 
people laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evildoers, children that are cor
rupters ... ", while the condoning 
of sin in the church needs the fear
less message of Isaiah 1 :23, "Thy 
princes are rebellious ... everyone 
loveth gifts, and followeth after re
wards: they judge not the father
less, neither doth the cause of the 
widow come unto them." Isaiah 
certainly was no men-pleaser when 
he said that. 

The cleansing from sin exper
ienced by Isaiah when his lips were 
touched gave him the fearlessness 
to preach as he did. Only after he 
had cried out, "Woe is me! for I 
am undone; because. I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips .. " 
could he assert, "Woe unto them 
that decree unrighteous decrees." 
Only after he had received the as
surance, "thine iniquity is taken 
away, and thy sin purged", could 
he answer God's call by saying, 
"Here am I; send me." 

The personal call that accompan
ied the touching of his lips made 
it impossible to be a pleaser of 
men. His task now was to please 
God. Never could he proclaim his 
own message, his own opinion. His 
task was too great to stoop ,to say
ing, "In 'hly opinion", "When I 
think ... ", "As I see it ... " He 
was the mouthpiece of a holy and 
righteous God. His message was, 
"Thus saith the Lord." 

As a messenger whose lips had 
been touched by the Lord, Isaiah 
had a message for all people. He 
did not stay with a pet doctrine 
or direct his message to only one 
class of people. He included all 
people in his message and ranged · 
over such a variety of subjects, 
ethical, doctrinal and prophetical, 
that even today his message has 
relevance. 

Every disciple is a messenger 
from God, for all of us have been 
called to be witnesses. We are 
ambassadors for Christ by virtue of 
being part of the body . of Christ. 
We need our lips touched as lsai-

. ah's were. It will not be in th~ 
same manner, but inwardly we 
must see the glory of the Lord and 
our own sinfulness. We must be
come consciously aware that we 
are und~ne. And after we have 
received the forgiveness of sin we 
must place ourselves unreservedly 
at the disposal of bur Lord and 
Master. 

The world needs our message. It 
must realize that the judgment of 
God is coming upon all those who 
sin, upon all_ those who conscious
ly rebel against God. Whether 
rich or poor, skidrow drunk or re
nowned politician, all need Christ. 
With sorrow and suffering a daily 
experience of many millions, the 
world also needs the message of 
hope and comfort that we can 
give. 

Isaiah can teach us mllch. Above 
all he teaches us that the mes
senger of God must have an over
whelming consciousness of God's 
presence. His lips must be touched 
by God. He needs the experience 
of Isaiah 6. 
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KMB Conference Reacts 
Favorably to Merger 

Huron, S.D. - Although the ac
tual vote on the proposed confer
ence merger with the M . B. Con
ference will not be taken until 
1957, the Krimmer Mennonite 
Brethren Conference reacted fav
orably to the report of its special 
merger committee. Meeting here 
last week, the conference also 
showed a strong interest in world 
missions and in Christian educa
tion. 

In business sessions the confer
ence adopted a budget of $91,800 
for the coming year. It re-elected 
J . J . Kleinsasser as chairman and 
Rev. G. L. Klassen as secretary. 

The three-day sessions opened 
Sunday, September 30. At the 
morning service La Verne Hofer 
gave an object lesson, Rev. A. K. 
Wiens delivered an address, and 
Rev. J . J . Kleinsasser delivered the 
keynote message. 

The afternoon service was 'devot
ed to missions, with Rev. Virgil . 
Kleinsasser presenting a challenge 
from Africa and Rev. Sylvester 
Dirks outlining · the missionary 
needs in Peru. Bernice Klassen, 
Betty Ratzlaff, Helen Tschetter 
and Mary Wollman also_ gave mis- · 
sionary reports. 

The evangelistic message on 
Sunday evening featured Rev. Jos
eph W. Schmidt, president of Grace 
Bible Institute, Omaha, Nebraska. 

The three offerings received dur
ing the day totalled $1,162. 

--o--

Full Day ol Services 
at Oliver · · . 

By John E . Klassen 

Oliver, B.C. - About 95 children 
and adults assembled at the Gospel 
Chapel here on Sunday, September 
30, to worship Him who had guid
ed and blessed us throughout an
other Sunday school year, and to 
dedi~ate ourselves to greater faith
fulness in His service for the com
ing year. 

For 10 Beginners, 11 Primaries 
and 7 Juniors this Sunday was the 
long-awaited Promotion Day. 
f!earty singing by the entire con
gregation, a fla,nnelgraph story of 
Jonah, a solo, message, quartet 
song, a film strip, "Fishers of Men", 
· and the awarding of diplomas to 
the graduates of the various de
partments constituted the morning 
program. 

The Harvest Festival of the 
chapei began at 2:30 p.m. The 
chapel was well filled with people 
desirous of bringing their praise and 
adoration to the Lord for His many 
temporal . and . spiritual blessings 
during the past year. The choir 
of the Kelowna M. B. Church, dir
ected by Mr. I. Epp, sang songs of 
praise and adoration. Rev. Abe 
Sawatzky, pastor of the Kel&wna 
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Mission Work Progressing . at Grand Forks 

These four scenes are from the Canada Inland Mission station at Grand Forks, B.C., in the heart of the 
Doukhobor country. Above left may be seen the, mural in the1 chapel, while at right is the exterior view · 
of the chapel, which is ,built of cement blocks. Below left is part of the congregation attending an evening 
service in September. Attendance ranges from 40 to 60 at the evening services. At lower right may 
be seen those carrying the major rfi!sponsibility in the work at the chapel. At the left are Rev. and Mrs. 
George Martens, M. B. Church mission workers there (although Rev. Martens makes milk deliveries to 
increase his contact with the people and because Doukhofiors respect only working men) . Next to Mrs. 
Martens 0 in the front row are Miss Martha Kocuipchik and Miss Betty Klassen (Abbotsford, B.C.). The 
latter teaches in a nearby school and stays at the Martens' home on weekends to worship and help at 
the chapel. In the rear, center, is Dr. Jake Bekker, a Christian dentist in Grand Forks. On the right 
are Mr. and Mrs. Ben Schmidt (Yarrow, B.C.) Mr. Schmidt teaches in Grand Forks. 

M. B. Church, challenged us with 
Lev. 23 :33-44 to bring acceptable 
praise-offerings unto the Lord. 
After the service a light lunch was 
served by the ladies in the chapel 
basement. 

The chapel was again filled at 
7 p.m . with a congregation eager 
to hear more from the Lord. This 
time the emphasis was upon mis
sions. We· were challenged to in
crease our efforts in prayer, in 
giving and in going. "The Hidden 
Motto", a play presented by several 
choir members, placed before us 
the importance of being willing to 
obey the Lord's call. Songs by 
the choir and a message by Rev. 
Sawatzky, based on Isaiah 6:1-13, 
further emphasized this challenge. 

To present to us the actual need 
of the foreign fields, Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter Isaac, returned missionaries 
from Mexico, related experiences 
and showed slides of their mission 
work. The Isaacs, after several 
years of missionary activity in Mex
ico, were compelled to return due 

to health reasons. Mr. Isaac is 
presently teaching in Oliver. 

Good offerings were r.eceived at 
the · services, for which we thank 
God. We pray that 1the willing
ness to pray, to give and to go 
might continually increase, that we 
might all be faithful 'lStewards of 
the temporal and spiritual things 
entrusted to us. 

---0--

DUECK BRANCH LUMBER 
YARD DESTROYED 

Chilliwack, B.C. - Fire caused 
an estimated loss of $95,000 when it 
destroyed the Chilliwack branch of 
Dueck Building Supplies early on 
October 3. · The loss includes about 
$20,000 in equipment and $75,000 
in the building and stock. 

Sparks from an acetylene torch 
used by thieves to cut a hole in 
the company safe earlier in the 
night may have been the cause of 
the fire. 

Lumber stock in the yard and 
roofing material in a nearby shed 

were saved, but two delivery 
trucks, a semi-trailer truck and a 
fork-lift truck were destroyed. 

----0-

BOARD OF GOVERNORS TO 
HEAR RADIO APPLICATION 

Altona, Man. - The Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation announc
ed last week that the application 
for license to establish a radio sta
tion at Altona would be heard in 
Ottawa on October 26. The appli
cation was made by A. J . Thies
sen on behalf of the Southern Man
itoba. Broadcasting Company. 

The Altona application is the on
ly Manitoba request for a license 
to operate a radio station. There 

· are seven applications from other 
provinces, and there are six appli
' cations fo:r: TV stations to come be
fore the board. 

If the Altona application is grant
ed, it may already be too late in 
the season to complete the sta
tion this year. The application is 
for a 1,000-watt statin on 1290 kc/s. 
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HERE AND THERE 
-----· AND El'ERYWH~RE 
Second Baptism at Aldergrove 

Aldergrove, · B.C. - The Menno
nite Brethren Church here is 
thankful to God for the four be
lievers who were willing to follow 
the Lord in baptism on September 
30. This was the second baptism 
this year. 

The baptismal candidates were: 
John Froese, Marion Froese, Har
old Redekop and David Wiens. Rev. 
Herman Voth officiated at the bap
tismal service and Brother George 
Jantz delivered a message on obed
ience to Christ. 

* * * 
Pour Basement for New Chapel 

Carman, Man. - Twenty volun
teers participated in the pouring 
of the concrete for the basement of 

the new ch:wel here. Construction 
of the roof over the basement is 
proceeding rapidly, with the group 
expecting to move into the base
ment in about a month's time. The 
superstructure of the 34' x50' chapel 
will be erected when funds become 
available. 

The group worshipping here is 
being supplied with ministers by the 
Mennonite Brethren churches of 
Manitoba. 

* * * 
To Return t.o '.Africa 

Herbert, Sask. - A farewell 
service was held for Rev. and Mrs. 
A. N . Taves in the Greenfarm, M. 
.B. church near here on September 
30. They will be leaving shortly 
for their third term of mission 
work in Africa. 

.A Difference of Life and Death! 
By Mrs. Peter Derksen* as Sunjay services. They often stay 

Kyushu, Japan. - The chief of after meetings have closed to sing 
police of this district, who is our together. ' ' 
next-door neighbor, told Peter last '.fhree of the young people are in 
week that Christianity is a religion school preparing for Christian ser
of light and life, whereas Buddhism . vice. Before Matsu-shita-san, a fine 
is a religion of darkness and death! young Christian man, left for school 
What a contrast! He is not · a this fall, the place where he was 
Christian, but has heard the Word employed had a farewell for him. 
of God, and realizes the tremendous Nakazaki-san, another of our Chris
difference between the Gospei o~ tians, also works at the same place, 
Christ and the dark heathenism of and these boys had suffered 
this land. Just recently a Christian persecution and ridicule from their 
funeral was held in one of our sta- fellow workers. However, at this 
tions. It was the first such funeral farewell, the workers cried and 
most of the Christians had ever apologized for their bad conduct, 
attended, and when the service was and asked them to pray at . the 
over one of them said to the mis- meeting, so the boys had a won
sionary, "Why;"' you spoke . to the derful ·, opportunity to witness for 
living, not to the dead r~ Yes, truly Christ. "Sake", the Japanese strong 
we have a wonderful "religion", but drink, which is usually served at 
it is much more than that! Christ all business parties, was not served 
is the only way to eternal Life! because they knew these Christian 

"Obon" festival, a religious cele- boys didn't drink. 
bration fbr the dead, is held in the Tonotokoro and Nango are 2 
summer of every year. Shrines are . outlying t~wns where Peter has 
visited and homage is payed to dead weekly Bible classes. The Chris
ancestors ~ the dead are worshipp- tians in these places are very few 
ed - in the homes · incense is ' in number, but we pray that their 
burned to appease the spirits of the testimonies will soon give others a 
dead, and other rites are held in desire for a faith in the true and 
honour of the dead. It is a trying living God. A young Christian girl 
time for Christians, because their in one of these towns said her par
families usually insist that they ents threatened to send her away 
take part in these festivities. Since from home if she doesn't renounce 
they feel that they can no longer her faith in Christ. Another girl 
worship the dead, they refuse, with wants to prepare for Christian ser
persecution as the result. vice, but her parents are trying to 

There are 29 baptized believers in force' her into marriage with a non
the church here, most of them believer. It takes real courage and 
young people. They have their much power from God for the 
church services in one of the kin- Christians in this land to remain 
dergarten rooms. They are sup
porting their own pastor,' Yamada- · 
.san. There are two services every 
Sunday and 2 · meetings during the 
week Most of them are the only 
Christian in their . home and have 
no fellowship with other Christians 
except in church. Mid-week prayer 
meetings are just as well attended 

true to their faith. There are dif-
ficulties, trials, ridicule and perse
' cution on every hand. They have 
made their choice to live and suffer 
with Christ, and enjoy peace in 
their hearts, rather than turn back 
to dark heathenism, the end of 
which is eternal death. 

Our mission kindergarten here 

has been entrusted with 114 little 
children. ' There are five fine Chris
tian girls teaching these little ones. 
The parents are beginning to notice 
a difference in their children, and 
we believe that the Word of God 
which is being sown in these young 
hearts will bring forth fruit in due 
season. It is a thrilling experience 
to hear "Jesus Loves Me This I 
Know", ' in Japanese, of course, be
ing sung by children at play in 
different parts of town. 

May God help us to be faithful 
in proclaiming His Gospel, so that 
many who are still in darkness in 
this land will be brought into the . 
glorious light of t9e Life in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord and Saviour! 

'/.· Missionaries in Japan under the 
General Conference of Mennonites 
Board of Missions. Their address 
is: 3777-1 Sonoda, Aburatsu-Machi, 
Nichinan-Shi, Miyazaki-Ken, Kyu
shu, Japan. 

Dutch Peace Group Holds 10th Anniversary Meeting 
By Paul Bender, Utrecht. About 1000 Dutch Men-

MCC Director in Holland nonites hold active membership in 
the Peace Group. An important as 0 

Amsterdam, Holland. The 
pect of the work of the organization 

tenth annual convention of the is centered in the Peace Bureau, 
Dutch Mennonite Peace Group with the full-time services of Cor 
(Doopgezinde Vredesgroep) was Inja, who counsels all conscientious 
held' at the Elspeet brotherhood ' objectors in the Netherlands, both 
house the first three days of Sep- before they are tried and after they 
tember. enter alternative service. He is 

Featured at this anniversary recognized by tlie government as a 
convention were talks by two vet- sort of chapla'n to conscientious ob
eran peace workers in the Dutch · jectors, including those serving pri
brotherhood, the retired ministers son terms. 
J. M. Leendertz and T. 0. Hylkema. -Mennonite Weekly Review. 
These two men had helped to start -o--
the Dutch peace movement in 1923. 

SCHOOL YEAR BEGUN 
A third •pioneer in that early peace 

AT EAST CHILLIWCK convention, was the first conscien-
By Mary Janzen tious objector in Holland during 

World War I, J . Gleysteen, father Chilliwack, B.C. - Classes at the 
of Jan Gleysteen now working at East Chilliwack Bible School began 
the Mennonite Publishing House at on Monday, Oct. 1, with 20 pupils 
Scottdale, Penna. enrolling. This number has since 

Bro. Leendertz, in his talk en- increased to 26. 1 

titled "Not a New, but the Old ' Following a week of instruction, 
Proclamation", told something of the student body, together with the 
the earlier peace movement, which teachers, Rev. G. Thielman, Mr. 
operated between the two World Jake Friesen and Mr. Hans Kasdorf, 
Wars. He showed how the two and choir conductor, Mr. Henry 
concepts of anti-militarism and non- Wiebe, presented their opening pro
resistance were present, and how gram. The choir, a Jllale quartet, 
non-resistance has remained and a ladies quartet sang several 

160 C.O.s A Year 

The present Peace Group was 
organized after World War IL 
Bro. Hylkema told something of 
the beginnings and the history of 
this new organization in his talk 
on "Ten Years of the Peace Group" . 

' He also gave statistical informa
tion, using charts, to show the pres
ent status of conscientious objec
tion to military service in the Ne
therlands, both among Mennonites 

, and in the · remainder of the pop
ulation. He was well able to make 
such a report, since he is a mem
ber of the Netherlands government 
tribunal which tries the young men 
who claim conscientious objection. 
About 160 men per year are ack
knowledged by the tribunal as con
scientious objectors. 

The Christian simple life was a 
topic for discussion by several 
members of a forum and by tlie en
tire group. 

1,000 Active Members 

Business of the Peace Group was 
discussed by the Board under the 
leadership of the chairman, C. F. 
Brusewitz, Mennonite minister at 

selections. Each teacher briefly 
addressed the audience. Mr. Jacob 
Penner; a member of the local Bible 
school committee, then challenged 
teachers, students and church with . 
the words of Colossians 3 :23. 

May His Word be hid .in our 
hearts, His like~ess be revealed in 
our walk, and His will be accomp
lished in our lives. We need your 
prayers. 

YOUTH CONFERENCE 
HELD AT NIAGA~A 

Continued from page 1-4) 

time the recent blessings or resol
utions were revealed. 

The days of the Young People's 
Conference are history now, but we 
trust that the spoken Word will 
bear fruit in our lives in that we 
see God's plan for our lives and do 
it. 
"Let go and let God have His won

derful way. · 
Let go and let God have His way . . 
Your burden will vanish, your 

night turn to day. 
Let .go and let God have His way." 
In the name of the N.C.F; Chapel, 

Holdina Voth. 
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MCC IN FRANCE . 

Valdoie Children's 
Home 

By Robert Schrag 

In the French village of Valdoie 
near Belfort in the region of Al
sace-L~rraine is the Villa des Sa
pins (village of the pines), a Men~ 
nonite Central Committee home for 
children. 

The Valdoie (pronounced val
DWAH) home is one of three MCC 
homes for children in Europe. It 
provides a home for some 30 un
derprivileged youngsters from many 
parts of France. 

Since MCC work began in France 
in 1939 the · emphasis there has 
been on child welfare. The need 
for this service was especially 
widespread during and following 
the war. 

At its peak in 1946 MCC child 
welfare work in France included 
four homes providing for 220 chil
dren. MCC has operated a total 
of eight homes in France in addi
tion to supplying material aid to 
children's vacation camps and other 
children's homes. 

Three Other Homes 

Today, with local civil and church 
agencies again active in child wel
fare, MCC still operates two chil
dren's homes in France and one 
in Germany. 

Besides Villa des Sapins at Val
doie a home at Mont des Oiseaux 
near Weiler in the extreme north
eastern corner of the country cares 
for 30-35 preschool children. The 
Mennonite Church of France is 
now assuming operation of this 
home. 

Across the border in Germany's 
southwestern Palatinate region is 
another MCC home for children at . 
Bad Duerkheim. It serve's about 
45 underprivileged children from 
nearby cities and Berlin for three
month rehabilitation periods. 

Continuing Need 

MCC child welfare services re
main a vital phase of the European 
program, although not as extens
ively as immediately after the war. 
The three homes are meeting long
term needs and therefore are estab
lished on a semi-permanent basis. 

Citing the need for children's 
homes in France, Albert Meyer, for
mer MCC director in . the country, 
reported a "continuing demand 
from social workers and parents in 
broken homes for places not avail
able." 

This situation keeps MCC homes 
filled to capacity. In fact th,c, Val
doie home currently serves 33 
children-three more than its nor
mal capacity. 

What is actually required to pro
vide homes for that many children? 

A visit to the Villa des Sapins 
shows what a surprising number of 
physical facilities, personnel and 

MENNONITE OBSERVER 

These are scenes from the Valdoie Children's Honie operated by the MCC in France. Above left, Mrs. 
Albert Meyer, R.N., is seen performing one of the duties connected with the medical care of the children. 
The Valdoie home's extensive program requires the full-time services of 11 staff members, including five 
European Mennonites. Above right is a dining-room scene, where the children eat at family-size tables. 
All remain at the home for at least one school year and many stay until old enough to get jobs. The home 
keeps in contact with the "alumni". Below left gleeful girls clutch their dolls at bedtime in one of the 
home's dormitory rooms. All seem to enjoy living as part of Valdoie's large "family", which is for many 
of them the only real home they have ever had. Below right Mary Ellen Shoup, director of the home, 
conducts evening devotions as youngsters listen intently. The children's home staff strives to provide a 
thoroughly Christian atmosphere that includes definite Bible teaching. (Photos by Robert Schrag). 

good organization it does take-to 
say nothing of the numerous human 
attributes such as patience, under
standJng and loving care that are 
equally vital. 

'Story Book' House 

As one approaches the home the 
first impression is that of a peaceful 
mansion in a parklike setting. The 
large building's half-timbered gab
les, numerous balconies and 
steeply-sloping tiled roof make the 
home appear-at least to Amer
icans - like something from a 
child's story book. 

But inside in its four stories and 
25 rooms life is down-to-earth 
and very real indeed. For on week
ends and vacations from school the 
house is fairly bursting with the 
activities of more than 40 persons. 

The children are a lovable group 
-whether eating at small family
style tables in the dining room, per
forming assigned hous.ehold chores, 
playing outside on the spacious 
lawns or intently listening to the 
reading of Bible stories at bedtime. 

From the smallest blond-haired 
tot to the several 12- and 13-year
olds; their industry, orderliness and 
obedience strikes the visitor as cer
tainly remarkable. Being members 

. of such a large "family" seems to 
be good for them since they all 
appear well-cared-for and happy. 

From Broken Homes 

These youngsters come to Val
doie usually as a result of requests 
by social workers. Sometimes par
ents contact the home directly. 
Many come from broken homes. 
Others represent illegitimate births. 
Some have parents who are ill or 
for some other reason unable to 
care for them. Only a few have 
both parents living. Just th?ee 
are completely orphaned. 

For many children the MCC in
stitution is the only real home they 
have ever had. "Some have ~een 
here as long as ten years," explain
ed Mary Ellen Shoup (Los Angeles, 
Calif.), director of the home. 

She said, "As a rule we try to 
have them stay for at least one 
school year, but some stay until 
they are old enough to get jobs." 

The cost of support . comes from 
the French government, parents 
and MCC. This is about $35 · a 
month for each child. Miss Shoup 
pointed out that since the home is 
only partly subsidized by the gov
ernment, MCC is entirely free ·to 
operate it as they choose. 

As in most children's homes, 
rather strict adherence to a daily 
schedule is a necessity. Children 
are up_at 6:30 on weekday morn
ings and walk more than a mile 
to school. 

After a 3½-hour morning session 

they return home for lunch and are 
back to school by 1 :30 p.m. Classes 
dismiss at 4:30 p.m. but older 
pupils must study until 6 p.m. Bed
time for the younger children is 
7 :30, for the older 9 p.m. 

Christian Teaching 

To make life at the home more 
like it would be in a normal family 
situation "we try to keep them in 
small groups," Miss Shoup said. 
"Visiting social workers say our 
children have more freedom than 
at other homes," she added. 

Not only does the Valdoie staff 
attempt to give the youngsters a 
normal home life but they are also 
constantly striving to bring up 
their children in a thoroughly 
Christian atmosphere that includes 
Bible teaching. 

- Devotions are conducted every 
morning before breakfast and every 
evening in the dormitory. Sunday 
school is provided in the home for 
children under eight years of age. 
Older children attend Sunday 
school in a nearby church. 

During summer vacation Villa 
des Sapins sponsors a two-week 
Bible school. Each year the staff 
takes the entire group to the near
by mountains for a camping trip 
that includes daily Bible lessons . 
For two months during the sum-

( Continued on page 8-2) 
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Let's Visit a Minute 
Dear Boys and Girls, 

Before people had telegraphs, telephone and radio, they used 
all kinds of . ways to send messages. Often it would take long 
for the message to reach its destination. 

In the Swiss Alps, with their high peaks, the people often 
used bonfires to send a message quickly. When their armies had 
won a victory, for instance, they flashed the message from hill 
to hill by lighting bonfires . . When Switzerland became a free 
country bonfires were also burning on many peaks. 

The Lord Jesus says we are the light of the world. We also 
have a message to pass on. This message states that Christ has 
won the victory over Satan, sin and self. It also states that, "the 
soul that sinneth it shall die." Finally we also have the message 
af salvation, or lif.e eternal through faith in Christ. This ,message 
we must flash on, even as the Swiss bonfires passed on their 
message. 

,Sometimes we hide our light under a bushel-that means 
we cover it so that others cannot see our light. Yet we are not 
supposed to do it, Jesus said, for then others cannot see our light. 

At school or at play you can shine for Jesus. How do you 
shine? By doing what Jesus wants you to do. That includes 
obedience to your teacher in school and to your parents at home. 
It may mean remaining friendly and cheerful even if you do 
have to carry in the wood. Yet it also means telling others of 
the wonderful Saviour who has saved us from our sin. 

One little chorus says. "This little light of mine, I'm going 
to let it shine .. . " Even · so each one of you can let your light 
shine. 

Are you letting your light shine? 

Some time ago a missionary 
went to the far East and toiled 
and prayed for the good news of 
salvation · to be received by the 
poor ignorant people that surround
ed him. One 'day a little boy in 
his school came to him and asked 
that he might read the Bible all 
the next day, instead of learning 
his usual lessons. 

"Why," asked the kind-hearted 
missionary, "do you wish to read 
the Scriptures?' 

'In order to become a disciple," 
answered the dear little .boy. 

"Do you, then, wish to become 
a disciple while yet so young?" 

' "I do," the child replied, "because 
young people die as well ,as others; 
and if I should die without becom
ing a Christian, I should go to hell; 
but if I become a Christian, I have 
nothing to fear." 

"W~at sins have you done?" ask
ed the missionary, when the dear 
boy replied, 

"I have neglected the true God, 
who has kept me by night and by 
day, and who has fed and clothed 
me all my life, and I, notwithstand
ing, have worshipped false gods." 

O, what a touching answer, dear 
young reader, from a little heathen 
boy! His greatest sorrow was not 
about lying or theft or disobed-

Aunt Selma. 

ience, but that he had "neglected 
the true God." 

;Alas, how many thousands ·of 
boys and girls in this gospel land 
are daily committing this great 
sin, without thinking it a sin at 
all! God, who has given them life, 
and food, and raiment, and loving 
parents, is quite forgotten by them; 
and I know right 'well that Satan 
would give a hundred toys to shut 
that gracious, loving God out of 
their thoughts and hearts. 

But life, and food, and raiment 
are not all that God has given
He has shown His love by a far 
greater gift than these, even the 
gift of His own well-beloved Son. 
For sin came into this world, and 
death by sin, and so God in grace 
gave Jesus from that bright heaven 
above to come down here and die 
for us. 

And was not that a great gift? 
And would you, dear reader, like to 
forget the Giver of such a gift, and 
live day after day neglecting such , 
a One? Ah, no! will you reply? 
If God has loved me with such a 
love I would forget Him no longer. 
-How true the words of the little 
Burman scholar, "Young people are 
exposed to death as well as others!" 
and if you die in your sins, Jesus 
-has said, · 

"Where I go ye cannot come." 

Would not my young reader love 
to spend that long, long eternity 
with the Lord Jesus-to sing the 
new song, to be in the Father's 

These people are doing what Ruth did on the fields of Boaz. They are 
gleaning on a field that has been harvested, since they are · so poor that 
they ,do not have fields of their own. This couple is one of those that 
left their homeland during the war and fled to Germany. We should 
be very thankful for the bountiful supply of food God has given us. 

home, to share His smile for ever 
and for ever? 

0, that bright, blessed, glorious 
home. I am sure you would all 
love that, and there is but one way 
of securing all that blessedness; 
the way the dying thief got it, 
and went that same day into par
adise; the way every ransomed 
soul has secured it since that mem
orable day; and the way in which 
my dear young reader may get it 
even now, and that is, by resting 
in simple faith upon God's own 
testimony given to us in 1 Cor. 15: 
3,4, that "Christ died · for our sins, 
according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried, and that ·He 
rose again, according to the Scrip
tures." 

Is there some little voice asks, 
"And is that all I have to do to 

make this great salvation mine?" 
Yes, that is all. Jesus has left 

nothing else for ·you to do, for upon 
the cross He said, 

"It is finished." John 19:30. 
And if He finished the work, 

none can add anything more. 
It is now but for you to accept, 

the gift of God, and give all the 
glory to Him, for He is worthy. 

Planed Programs 
Topics for the Young People's 
Society. No. 14. 
Prepared by Vivian Ahrendt and 
Gertrude Little. 93 pp. 

An inexpensive but extremely 
useful book of planned programs 
for young people's meetings. It 
includes 18 topics, song sugges
tions, suggestions for the speak
ers, illustrations, etc. Definitely 
Christ-centred and missionary-
minded . .................................... 85¢ 

Topics for the Youth J<iellowship. 
No. 15. Compiled by Tom A. 
Smith. 95 pp. 

Another fine book of ideas and 
suggestions for young people's 
programs, with the whole pro
gram planned. Creatively and 
different, it contains a wealth of 
material for 20 programs. Could 
be slanted a bit more evangelist-
ically ......................................... 85¢ 

CAN YOU NAME THE ANIMAL? 

By Mildred Cathcart 

This animal may be black or brown, · 
But you won't want a wild one 

'-- around. 
.Isaiah 59:11 

This is a ferocious animal, too. 
I saw a large one at the zoo. 

I Samuel 17:34 
This animal is a child's delight; 
I have one that is black and white. 

Revelation 22:15 
You may want one ·for a muff or 

hat; 
But never alive, I'm sure of that. 

Jeremiah 13:23 
Through desert lands, so hot and 

dry 
This one can live, and you know 

why. 
Genesis 24:64 

This one is stubborn, that is true; 
I hope that won't be said of you. 

II Samuel 18:9 
These are gentle, but often stray; 
A shepherd guides them along the 

way. 
Johnl:29 

This one is small, but quick to go, 
You've read of his adventures, I 

know. Matthew 8 :20 

Topics for the Youth Fellowship. 
No. 17. Compiled by Tom A. 
Smith. 94 pp. 

Another series of programs for 
youn-g people's meetings. Pro
grams center around vocational 
guidance, personality develop
ment, study of Jesus, Bible trans
lation, growing up, family week, 
and the usual Christian festivals 
of the year. . ........................... 85¢ 

Programs for the Intermediate 
Society. Prepared by Gertrude 
Little. 94 pp. 

A series of twelve programs 
that are not only full of practical 
material for the younger set, but 
also for more mature groups. 
Topics include: God's People Al
ways Sing;. Long-Ago Voices 
Speak Today; The Fingerprints 
of God; Talking with God in 
Secret and in Public; It's Still 
the World's Best Seller! and 
others ......................................... 85¢ 
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"Once a week would certainly not 
be too often, if I wouldn't be im
posing upon you, and I should love 
to learn ~o pray with you. I've 
been watching you since you came 
to this town. I knew that you 
had something I didn't have and I 
wanted it. I almost asked you sev
eral times just how to be saved, 
but I've always been very cautious. 
I wanted to make sure that was 
what I wanted before I took the 
step. Tonight I realized I could 
wait no longer, for I saw Jesus 
hanging on the tree for me. That 
was the end of all doubts and 
questionings. They were all set
tled in Him." 

Ruth squeezed Janet's hand un
derstandingly. "I ·know just how 
you feel. It was like that with me 
too. When I went to college I 
was still unsaved, but praise the 
Lord, He arranged it so my room
mate was Nancy Wright. She just 
radiated the Lord Jesus every mom
ent there at school. I began get
ting hungrier and hungrier to pos
sess this real joy which she had. 
You know in Matthew 5:13 Jesus 
said to his disciples, 'Ye are the 
salt of the earth.' I once heard 
a speaker define that salt as some
t,hing which makes other people 
thirsty. Well, Nancy was certainly 
like that. She made me very thir
sty for the Water of Life. I felt 
backward about asking her about 
it, and although she had witnessed 
to me in word as well as by her 
radiant life she had never pressed 
the question." 

"One day, I was through classes 
early. It was just one of those 
days when everything had gone 
wrong. I was feeling very sorry 
for myself-thinking of how dif
ferent things might have been if 
my Mother had lived. I just threw 
myself on my bed and gave vent 
to my feelings. I knew that Nan
cy had late classes that day, so I 
thought I'd be alone. I didn't in
tend that she should find me like 
that. I thought I'd have my cry 
all finished before she returned. 
But Nancy was taken sick and left 
class. Before I knew it, she had 
entered the room and found me 
there sobbing away." 

"She forgot all about how bad 
she felt in her sympathy for me. 
Nancy just came over and putting 
her arm around me said, 'You want 
the Lord Jesus in your life, don't 
you?' And then she told me how 
to be saved. Together we knelt 
by my bed and prayed. Oh, how 
different life has been for me since 
then. We had the most blessed fel-

lowship together throughout the 
rest of our college days. How 
happy we were when we learned 
that we could continue studying to
gether at the Bible Institute. Jan
et, if · the Lord ever opens the way 
for you to go to Bible School, 
don't miss the opportunity." 

"No wonder you love Nancy," 
said Janet, who had been a thrilled 
listener to the story of Ruth's con
version. "She is sweet. I enjoyed 
meeting her today. It was really 
while she was singing, 'He is not 
a disappointment', that I realized 
I could hold out no longer." 

A familiar "toot toot" interrupt
ed them, as Bob pulled his car up 
beside them. They recognized the 
form of Kitty Boyd, one of Betty's 
friends, packed in among many of 
the bundles. Bob leaned out of the 
window. "Kitty twisted her ankle 
just after she started · from the 
meeting, so I'm going to drive her 
home. You will probably reach 
our abode before your little broth
er. I thought I'd better tell you 
so you wouldn't be bothered." 

"Thanks, Bob," an:,wered Ruth. 
"Does your ankle pain you very 
much, Kitty? Had we better bind 
it?" 

"Oh no, Mils Arnold. It will be 
all right. It just would have been 
difficult to walk all that distance" 
hastily assured Kitty. "If it's 
swollen . , very much I'll strap it 
when I get home.'' · 

"All right," said Ruth. "Has every 
one started home?" she asked her 
brother. 

"Yes," was his reply. "I waited 
around a bit to make sure the fire 
was completely out. When I fin
ally started, I didn't get very far 
before I met Kitty and four or five 
others sitting by the road waiting 
for me. It's lucky I hadn't started 
before.'' 

"The Lord always takes care of 
things like that, Bob," was Ruth's 
parting remark as the car began to 
chug-chug down the road again. 

"Bob is a nice boy," commented 
Janet as they resumed their w~lk
ing. 

"He's grand. He has been such a 
help at home. Bob is always will
ing to do anything for me. He 
never gets angry when I burn any 
food or make mistakes. I do quite 
often, for I never had any exper
ience at housekeeping before," an
swered Ruth. 

Janet smiled. "It's no easy job," 
she agreed. "Especially when you 
are not used to it and have such 
a great responsibility thrust upon 
you as suddenly as you did. It 
must have been hard to have to 

leave Nancy and Bible school to 
come here and work so hard." 

"It was terribly hard at first, 
Janet. I didn't want to come. Dean 
Edwards helped me a lot when he 
suggested that I could enter the 
School pf God and be taught by the 
Lord Jesus. I'll never forget one 
of his sentences to me. He said, 
'You must . recognize in all of the 
hard things, lessons He would have 
you learn.' The very first lesson 
was very hard, but since then they 
have been easier. I suggested to 
our pastor today that perhaps the 
dean had been mistaken when he 
told me that many of the lessons 
in this school would be hard, but 
Mr. Stuart hastened to assure me 
that the worst was yet to come. 
He was a regular Job's comforter." 

Janet grinned. "I haJJe no fear 
of what trouble wiU do to you, 
Ruth. It will only serve to make 
you stronger." 

"Trouble does accomplish things 
in a person's life. And really, 
when you think of it, life would
n't • be very interesting if there 
wasn't some difficulty in it. Well 
one thing is sure, there's no use 
worrying about trouble before it 
comes. I'm sort of free of trou
bles right now, and the future is 
in the Lord's hands." Ruth lean
ed forward and kissed Janet as they 
stopped before the Arnold home. 
"Goodnight, new sister," she whis
pered, then as Janet joined some 
others of the group who were walk
ing in the direction toward her 
home, Ruth sat down upon the glid
er to await Nancy, Joyce and Bar
bara, who were just a short dis
tance down the street. 

Happily she swung to and fro, 
humming a chorus as she waited 
blissfully ignorant of the "troubles': 
that she would meet in such a short 
time. In just a few short un.nutes 
when she crossed the threshdict int~ 
her home it would be to bump 
right into trouble. 

"Boo," she cried springing to her 
feet as the girls came up the steps. 

"Goodness me," ejaculated Bar
bara, taking a step backwards. 

"What a lovely welcome," came 
from Nancy. 

"What happened? I'm just too 
sleepy to notice," yawned Joyce. 

"You poor child," laughed Ruth 
as she opened the door. "Well, you 
may all go right up to bed. You 
know just where to go. I'll be up 
short}y. Call me if you want any
thing. I want to wait for Bob. I 
don't think Betty is here yet either. 
I must be a good mother, you know, 
and wait up for my children." Rutl7 
stood at the foot of 1:he stairs, gay
ly chattering as her friends ran up 
the flight toward the waiting beds. 

Suddenly she turned in response 
to a hoarse whispering of her 
name. "Why, Mr. Stuart," she 
cried in surprise as she gazed into 
the face of the minister. 

"Sh," he warned. "Come out 
into the dining room a ·· few min-
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utes. There is something I must 
tell · you:• · 

Curiously, but beginning to trem
ble a little, Ruth obeyed. 

"I hate to have to talk to you 
about this," he said, "but it must 
be done. When I reached here with 
Connie tonight, the house was all 
dark. I thought at first your fath
er had gone to bed. Fortunately I 
remembered where you had left 
the key · when we came back for 
the frankfurters, so I was able to 
get · in. I found things just as we 
had left them. Ruth, your father 
has not been home." 

"Oh," cried Ruth in sudden dis
may as the realization of what this 
meant swept across her mind 
"Where's Connie now?" she gasp~ 
ed. "She'll be frantic. My father 
has been mean to her when he's 
been-" Ruth stopped. She could 
not bring herself to say the last 
word. 

"Steady there, · little girl. Re
member you are the one upon 
whom the rest are all going to de
pend during this crisis. Then too, 
you have company upstairs. It's 
going to be hard, but His grace l.s 
sufficient." The minister paused 
for a moment to allow his words to 
take the desired effect. Then he 
continued, "Connie is right here," 
and he motioned to the sleeping 
child upon the couch behind them. 

"Oh, I'm so glad she's asleep," 
breathed Ruth thankfully. 

"Yes, it is a good thing," greeted 
Keith. "If you can possibly get 
her to bed without awaking her, 
do it. I hadn't intended to tell 
you this, but under the circum
stances I believe I'd better I'm 
afraid the child is not well.''· 

"Why, she seemed all right to 
me. She didn't say anything about 
not feeling well," said Ruth. 

"No, but she has been very quiet 
all day, and quite tired. Look at 
her cheeks-how flushed they are. 
Feel how hot she is. I trust that 
you are correct, that nothing is 
wrong with her, but it won't hurt 
to be careful. I'd stay within her 
call tonight if I were you." 

They were interrupted by the ar
rival of Betty, who bounded into 
the dining room, crying, "What's 
wrong," as she noticed· the serious 
expression upon the faces of her 
sister and the pastor. 

Ruth hastened to warn her to be 
more quiet. Then she explained to 
Betty what the minister had told 
her. Betty wasn't much concerned 
about either her father or Connie. 
"Guess I'll go to bed," she shrugged 
and went toward the hall. 

Ruth quietly followed her. 
"Betty," she whispered, "You had 
better sleep in our bed with Nan
cy instead of the way we'd planned. 
I'll stay with Connie. You can ex
plain to Nancy that Connie isn't 
well , and I thought it best to stay 
with her. You won't have to say 
anything about Daddy.'' 

.(To be continued) 
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Government Cites Role of Church 
1-W Program 

. 
1n 

Washington, D.C. (MCC) - Two 
government - officials paid tribute 
to church agencies-including Men
nonite Central Committee-foli 
their positive contribution to th~ ' 
nation's welfare through the con
scientious objector work program. 

Dr. Arthur S . Flemming, direct
or of the Office of Defense Mob
ilization, and Lieutenant General 
Lewis B. Hershey, director of the 
Selective Service System, addressed 
a special luncheon meeting in 
Washington September 21 .,.ttend
ed by representatives oi ~ember 
organizations of the consultative 
council of the National Service 
Board for Religious Objectors. 

Representing MCC were C. N . 
Hostetter Jr., chairman of MCC; 
J. Harold Sherk, director of the 
Peace Section; Ray Bair, direct
or of the Voluntary Service ~_g~
tion; and Noah Good, chairman of 
the Lancaster Conference peace 
committee. 

Dr. Flemming said, "We want to 
express our deep appreciation for 
the cooperative and constructive 
manner in which you are dealing 
with what could have been a very 
difficult problem." 

Indicating that his views were 
shared by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and other government 
leaders, Dr. Flemming said church
es and voluntary agencies giving 
opportunities to conscientious ob
jectors in the civilian work pro
gram have done a "splendid job" 
in making the work program 
"achieve constructive ends". 

He said the only hope to peace
fully break the deadlock between 
the East and West was to bring 
about a "spiritual breakthrough". 
This would include the idea that 
"to save life we must lose it in un
selfish love for others," he said. 

General Hershey said when Con
gress ordered conscientious object
ors to . perform alternative service 
the law "required that we assign 
COs to work, but it didn't say 
anybody had to employ them." 

General Hershey said, "I appre
ciate what has been done and what 
will be done" to retain the right 
to religious freedom and to promote 
the principles of separation of 
church and state. 

Dr. Hostetter, speaking on behalf 
of NSBRO and member groups, 
said, "We deeply appreciate under
standing men in the executive 
branch of the government." 

He said the government's alter
native program had resulted in two 
things: 1. Extension of a certain 
spiritual witness; 2. The health, 
welfare and interest of the nation 
were served by utilizing the serv
ices of conscientious objectors in a 

way which they could sincerely 
support. 

Victor Olsen directs the CO work 
program for Selective Service Sys
tem. 

C. LeRoy Doty Jr. is executive 
secretary of NSBRO, an agency 
aimed at helping COs with govern
ment contacts-particularly with 
Selective Service affairs. Edgar 
Metzler, a Mennonite, is associate 
secretary until December 31, when 
he will begin pastoral service in 
Kitchener, Ont. 

MORE ABOUT 

Valdoie Children's Home 
(Continued from page 5-4) 

mer children enjoy farm life with 
French Mennonite families. 

Contact With 'Alumni' 

A vital phase of the Valdoie 
work is maintaining contact with 
the home's "alumni'~. After leav
ing the home, each is visited at 
least once a year and sent the in
stitution's bi-monthly bulletin. 

According to the director _it is a 
real satisfaction to see many of 
these "alumni" continue to live 
Christian lives after finding em
ployment or rejoining their fam
ilies. 

A number return for camp in 
summer and some living nearby 
frequently visit the home on week
ends. One "alumnus" spent a year 
in the United States under the 
MCC' trainee program. 

This extensive and varied work 
with children requires the full-time 
service of 11 persons-the director, 
nurse, two cooks, five counselors 
and two gardeners. Five are Men
nonites from France and Switzer
land; the others are from the Unit
ed States. 

Miss Shoup has been in this phase 
of MCC since 1946. Donald Reist 
(Mt. Joy, Pa.) served as unit book
keeper and treasurer until the end 
of his term of service this fall. He 
also administered the MCC mate
rial aid program in France. 

Dr. and Mrs. Albert Meyer 
(Smithville, Ohio) assumed some 
duties at the home but he was 
principally engaged in MCC liaison 
work and service with the MCC 
peace section in Europe. Mrs. 
Meyer, an R.N., was the home's 
nurse. They now live at Basel, 

· Switzerland. 

Monuments of Cooperation 

The two MCC children's homes in 
France are in a very real sense 
monuments of cooperation between 
American and European Menno
nites. 

The two institutions have been 
jointly owned and operated by 

French Mennonites and MCC with 
both groups supplying personnel 
and material aid. 

French Mennonites will probably 
be able to take charge of Villa des 
Sapins in about two years, having 
assumed r esponsibility of the Mont 
des Oiseaux home this year. Miss 
Shoup hopes the home will be self
supporting by then. 

It is expected, however, that 
material aid gifts from the French 
and MCC will continue to be 
necessary as needy parents still are 
unable to pay full board and room 
for their children. 

--0---

Horch Students 
Win Honors 

Winnipeg, Man. - Violin stud
ents of Mr. Emmanuel Horeb gain
ed some of the top marks in the 
recent Toronto Conservatory of 
Music examinations. -Two girls were winners of the 
Frederick Harris Scholarship, val
ued at $40, .for highest marks in 

Miss Wanda Konrad with a cup she 
won at the Winkler musical festival: 

their grade in Manitoba. Miss 
Gloria Kroeker, Winkler, received 
highest marks in grade VII and 
Miss Hanneliesel Unruh, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Unruh, Win
nipeg, received the scholarship and 
silver medal for her mark in grade 
V. Miss Wanda Konrad, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Konrad, late
ly of Winnipeg, received the high
est marks in · grade VI violin (88). 
Her sister, Martha, received honors 
in grade VIII violin. · Other stud
ents . who did well in their grade 
are Harold Friesen, Winnipeg, first 
class honors in grade I; Peter 
Loewen, Morden, first class honors 
for grade I; Ronnie Balzer, Win
nipeg, honors in grade II; Arnolq 
Neufeld, Winnipeg, honors in grade 
II; Ronald Janzen, Winnipeg, hon
ours in grade II; and Gerald Plett, 
Winnipeg, pass in grade II. · 
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MORE ABOUT 

Blessings lrom 
Reading Church 
Publications 

Continued from page 2-2) 

fields which are presented through
out the various publications can 
be brought to the attention of the 
youth classes who are taking an of
fering and are looking for a speciai 
need for which their gifts may be 
used. 1 

4) Church publications have been 
a means to educating myself at a 
very low cost. Most of the writ
ers have gone deeper into the school 
of learning, both by actual study 
and by experience, than I have. The 
language and vocabulary of the 
writer eventually becomes the lang
uage and vocabulary of the reader. 
Surely a growing vocabulary is a 
valuable asset to any person who 
is interested in witnessing for the 
Lord, whether it is witnessing to 
our children, to Sunday school 
classes or to the salesman coming 
to our door. 

5) Reading our church publica
tions is a means of widening our 
acquaintance throughout . the 
Church. After reading and enjoy
ing the articles or poems written 
by a certain person we can't help 
getting a good idea of what that 
person is like. Some of our writ
ers seem like good friends of mine 
because I've enjoyed their articles 
so many times. I'm thinking es
pecially of the time I saw the an
nouncement in the Gospel Herald 
that Millard and Miriam Sieber 
Lind were the parents of a baby 
girl. Knowing there were five 
boys in the family and now a baby 
girl, I rejoiced with them. I felt 
like sending a congratulations card 
although I had never seen or spok
en to either one of the parents. 
They were my acquaintances 
through the printed page. 

6) I can say that our church 
publications have greatly helped me 
to grow toward a more rounded 
Christian life. I am grateful to 
men of the past who saw the value 
of printing Christian literature per
iodically and also to those who are 
putting long hours of real work 
into our literature today. May the 
Lord continue to bless them as they 
look to . Him for guidance and wis
dom to publish that which will be to 
the strengthening of the Church. 
Let us be good stewards by faith
fully subscribing to our publica
tions and keeping up the payments. 
But let us not feel it is the proper 
thing to do and then stack our 
literature in the magazine rack 
and, eventually, on the trash pile 
without reaping any spiritual ben
efit from it. It would be a great 
benefit to each one of us to heed 
the advice given to Timothy by the 
Apostle Paul, "Till I come, gi,ve at
tendance to reading, to exhortation, 
to doctrine" (1 Tim. 4:13). 

Reprinted from Gospel Herald, 
April 26, 1955. 
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THE RELIGIOUS KALEIDOSCOPE 

New Secondary School in Ethiopia 
Haile Selassie, Emperor of Ethio

pia, signed a decree donating land 
on which a Lutheran secondary 
school _at Debra Zeit is being erect
ed. Some $60,000 were contributed 
for the erection of buildings and 
another $15,000 has been provided 
for operating expenses during the 
next five years. , The school will 
open this fall, with teachers from 
Germany, Sweden and Norway. 

* * * 
Named Superintendent of 

1 Rescue Mission 
Leroy C. Swift of Erie, Pennsyl

vania, a rescue mission convert 
himself, has been named superin
tendent of the famous McAuley 
Cremorne Mission, New York City. 
Swift will leave an executive posi
tion of considerable responsibility 
with General Electric Co. because 
he feels that he has "an obligation 
to the Lord" to do so. 

* * * 
Oanad:iian Churches F1acing 
Shortiag,e of CLergymen 

"An alarming shortage of min- , 
isters" may cost the 'United Church 
of Canada its -place among leading 
religious groups, Dr. Homer R. Lane 
told the church's ninth annual con
ference on eva~gelism held recently 
at Whitby, Ontario. Unless the 
church can find more recruits for 
the ministry "it will be no time 
until Jehovah's Witnesses and sects 
of this kind will have moved in and 
taken over," he said. 

"Lutheran and Eastern Orthodox 
groups are surging ahead" in Can
ada, Dr. Lane said, and could eas
ily surpa!;s the , United Church in 
the . future "because we haven't the 
ministers t(j) send into the field." 
The United Church claims as its • 
membership "at least one-fifth of 
the Canadian people," the evangel-· 
ism official said. (ERA) 

* * * 
Now Oan Riead Bible 

In Alaska, some 6,000 Kuskokwim 
Eskimos are now able to read the 
entire New Testament in their own 
language. Ferdinand Drebert, Mo
ravian missionary, in cooperation 
with the American Bible Society, 
painstakingly translated the scrip-
ture for the Eskimos. (ERA) , 

* * * 
Gl'labam Galls on Church To 
Ease Racial T,ens:iions . 

Evangelist Billy Graham, break
ing a silence on the subject which 
had brought him some widespread 
criticism, has called on churches to 
"speak out" to ease racial tensions 
that are gripping the South. 

Graham made the remarks in 
Cleveland in connection with the 
National Convention of Christian 
Men, held in that city last Septem
ber. He told some seven thousand 
persons, including three thousand 
delegates from thirty Protestant 

groups, that: "The church has been 
too silent. This is the hour for the 
church to speak out and call for 
love of neighbor." 

The Evangelist later told news
men that no matter how many 
laws or rulings were made against 
segregation, they would be ineffec
tive without moral support from 
the people. "Race bias," he de
clared, "is a social problem that 
ean only be effectively dealt with 
when human nature can be chang
ed. The object of the churcl;l is 
to lead men to Christ and to apoJv 
His teachings to their daily lives." 

(ERA) 

Bibl1e r0n TWA Plallles 
George C. Duvall, a pilot for 

TWA on the Chicago-Los Angeles 
run, recently was presented with a 
Bible to place on the Super-G 
plane he would be flying. It was 
Captain Duvall who suggested sev
eral years ago that in addition to 
a full supply of current magazines 
on each plane there should be a 
Bible. Since then TWA has car
ried Bibles, furnished by the Amer
ican Bible Society, on all TWA 
flights in the United States. Cap
tain Duvall originally discussed his 
plan with the late Ralph S. Damon, 
president of TWA, who thought the 
idea was a good one and put it into 
practice. (ERA) 

-0-

CANADASCOPE 

Libenal.s Back in 
Newfoundland 

The Liberal government of Pre
mier Smallwood was swept back 
into office in Newfoundland's elec
tions for its third straight election 
victory since Newfoundland became 
a province seven years ago. The 
Liberals won all eight new seats 
created by a redistribution act, 
gaining 38 seats of the 52. 

* * * 
T,o Exchange Trainee Workiers 

Canada and France last week 
concluded a1;1 agreement covering a 
program of reciprocal employment 
of trainees. The trainees of each 
country will be graduate apprent
ices in industrial, commercial, agri
cultural or professional fields tak
ing training-employment in the 
other country for one year. The 
number will be 25 for each country 
,the first year, increasing by that 
number each year until 100 is 
reached. 

* * * 

OoI1S1erV1atiV1e ·conV1ention 
in Ottawa 

The Progressive Conservative 
Party will meet in Ottawa the 
week of December 10 to choose a 
successor to Hon. George Drew, 
who resigned because of ill health. 

Already two potential candidates 

for the leadership have withdrawn 
as contenders. Premier Frost. of 
Ontario stated that he wanted to 
stay with provincial politics . and 
George Hees, M.P. for Toronto 
Broadview, has thro n his support 
behind Mr. John Diefenbaker, M.P. 
for Prince Albert, Sask., consti
tuency. 

--o--

The .world Today 

Long-T,erm Polio 
Immunity in Sight 

Dr. Albert B. Sabin, professor of 
research pediatrics in the College 
of Medicine in Cincinnati, Ohio, told 
a ·private group of scientists last 
week that he has developed a new 
polio vaccine to be taken by the 
mouth. It .is expected to produce 
long-term - perhaps life-time-im
munity against the dread disease. 

Dr. Sabin said a single dose of 
the new vaccine will produce im
munity against all three major 
strains of polio virus. He said the 
vaccine has proven safe after ex
tensive tests on animals and hum
ans, and is now ready for mas::. 
testing on an international basis. 
The researcher said that tests of 
the new vaccine will begin next 
year in foreign countries as well 

· as in the United States. 

* * * 
Egypt Wants Direct 
Negotiations · 

At the United Nations, Egypt re
jected the British-French Suez pro
posal, but suggested the creation of 
a negotiating body to seek a sett
lement of the dispute. 

Egyptian foreign minister Mah
moud Fawzi told the UN Security 
Council that the British and French 
government had merely reintroduc
ed the proposal of the first London 
conference on the Suez, which had 
already been turned down by Egypt. 

* * * 
Tito Gaining Popularity in 
Ooinmunist Oountri!es 

A series of discussions are being 
carried- on by e1;1stern Communist 
parties with President Tito of Yu
gaslavia in what is believed to be 
a move to spread Titoism through
out the Communist world at the 
Kremlin's expense. 

Yugoslavia and Bulgaria • Com
munist parties have already reached 
agreement, with the Italian delega
tion now in Yugoslovia. Party de
legations from Hungary, Romania 
and France are also expected. 

--0--

GRASSLAND FARMING 
"IN ICELAND 

· Iceland is the oldest continuously 
settled land in the Western Hemis
phere, but the · youngest country. 
Irish monks were there as early as 
750 A.D. and remained until the 
Norsemen came about 870 AD.-

Trees do not grow in Iceland nor 
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are there any mineral deposits. The 
wealth of the country depends on 
fishing and agriculture. The for
mer industry provides the exports, 
the l~tter produces enough meat 
and livestock products to feed the 
population of 170,000 people. Water 
power is abundant, and light in
dustry is making progress. 

According to J. B. Campbell or 
the Swift Current Experimental 
Farm, Canada Department of Agri
culture, grass is the most important 
crop. In fact it can be considered 
the only · field crop, because cereals 
seldom mature. The principal gras
ses are creeping red fescue, des
champia, northern blue grasses, 
and species of bent grass. Sed
ges are common, as are heaths and 
mosses. 

If the entire country was arable 
it would have tremendous agricul
tural resources. However, less than 
15 per cenrof the 40,000 square 
miles area can be developed, while 
9nly another 15 per cent produces 
vegetation of any kind. The bal- · 
anc·e is a cold desert, covered with 
immense glaciers, stark barren 
mountains, black shifting sand and 
extinct and active volcanoes. Of the 
approximately 6,000 square miles of 
arable land, less than 400 square 
miles or 250,000 acres are currently 
improved to produce cultivated 
grasses. 

Fertilization is essential in Ice
land to prod~ce high yielding grass 
crops. Despite 1Jie 50 per cent or 
more organic matter content of the 
soil nitrogen fertilizers are required 
because soil temperatures seldom 
reach a level to promote rapid nit
rification. Oddly, organic matter 
content increases even when under 
heavy cropping. Legumes are of 
little value. Soil temperatures are 
too low to stimulate nitrifying or
ganisms into feverish activity. 
Phosphorus is required on all soils 
while potash and minor elements 
are valuable in certain areas. Sul
phur and iron are abundant. Ap
plications of up to 400 pounds of 
ammonium nitrate per acre are 
economical. ./ 

Hay making is the big agricul
tural chore. Modern machinery is 
used on the level stretches, but the 
primitive scythe and rake are com
monly employed wherever tractors 
and mowers cannot operate. Strings 
of ponies pack the hay to the farm 
yard under these conditions. Three 
crops are not uncommon during the 

-short growing season. The first 
may be put up as hay, the second 
ensifed and the third pastured. Hay 
drying equipment is not common, 
but its use is spreading. Many 
farms have silos, and all will have 
substantial hay sheds. 

The 600,000 or so sheep are win
tered indoors and turned out on 
raf\ge after lambing. There they 
remain until the fall round up, 
when . the lambs are ' cut out and 
slaughtered and th~ir carcasses 
frozen. 
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I 
PETERS-SUDERMAN 

Mitzi Suderman, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. P . Suderman of Regina, 
Sask., and Helmut Peters, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J . Peters , of North 
Kildonan, Man., were married on 
August 25 in the Christian and 

Missionary Alliance Tabernacle in 
Regina, Sask. Rev. Wm. Falk of 
the North Kildonan Mennonite 
Brethren Church in Winnipeg, 
Man., performed the marriage cer
emony. 

Mr. and Mrs. Helmut Peters will 
reside in Winnipeg, where the 
groom is ·studying architecture at 
the University of Manitoba. 

( 
* * * • 

Mr. and . Mrs. Ernie Isaak, who 
were married on September 29 _in 
the Elmwood M. B. church, Winni
peg. Mrs. Isaak (nee Esther Kon~ 
rad) is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Konrad, Winnipeg (for
merly of Winkler), while Ernie 
Isaak is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
H. Isaak, Winnipeg. Rev. J. H. 

, Quiring of Winkler officiated at 
the wedding, delivering an English 
address. Rev. I. W. Redekopp spoke 
in German. The couple are resid
ing in Winnipeg after a honeymoon 
trip into the USA. 

MENNONITE OBSERVER 

KRAHN-SPENST 

Mary Spenst, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Spenst of Chilli
wack, B.C., and Aaron Krahn, son 
of Mr. and Mr .. D. D. Krahn, Ab
botsford, B.C., were married in the 
Chilliwack Mennonite Brethren 
church on Thursday, September 27. 
Rev. Jacob Bergen, pastor of the 
church, -officiated. 

Following the marriage ceremony 
Mr. Jake Friesen, teacher at the 
East Chilliwack B_ible School, de
livered a message in the English 
language. Victor Spenst then 
played a violin solo. A male quar
tet and the choir served in song. 

For their honeymoon, the couple 
left for points in the interior of 
British Columbia. 

* * * 
VOTH-WILLMS 

I 
Edna Willms, daughter of Mrs. A. 

J. Willms and the late Mr. A. J . 
Willms, Steinbach, Man., and Corny 
Voth, son of Mr. and Mrs. I. Voth 
of Coaldale, Alta., were married in 
the M. B. church in Saskatoon on 
September 15. Rev. Art Martens 
officiat~d. 

After a honeymoon trip to 
Banff, Mr. and Mrs. Voth are re
siding in Saskatoon, where the 
groom has _resumed studies at the 
University of Saskatchewan. 

II Obituaries ii 
MISS MARY LEPP 

Miss Mary Lepp, 45, passed away 
in 'the University Hospital, Saska
toon, Sask., on September 17, 1956. 
The cause of death is still uncer
tain, but thought to be cancer. The 
funera:l service was held in the 

AUSTRIA 
Kazimierz F . Knap, director of 

the Polish refugee organization in 
Austria with headquarters at Salz
burg, wrote a note of thanks to the 
Vienna unit for distributions of 
food and covers given by worker 
Irene Bishop (Perkasie, Pa.) . 

"Because of your help w~ could 
offer our poor children the best 
food possible," he wrote. "The 
lovely warm covers fascinated our 
children as did the used but clean 
and well-kept clothing. Our thanks 
come from the bottom of our 
hearts." 

KOREA 
Joe Smucker ( Goshen, Ind.) 

participated in an international 
work camp as part of his intro
duction to Korea as a relief work
er. 

M. B. church at Saskatoon on Sun
day, September 23. 

Mary Lepp was born on August 
27, 1911, at Dalmeny, Sask. She 
was born again at the age of eleven 
and baptized in 1924. With her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Peter P. 
Lepp, she moved to Saskatoon, 
Sask., in 1949. Her father pre
ceded her in death by five months. 

She is survived by her mother, 
Mrs. Mary Lepp, Saskatoon; three 
brothers, John P. Lepp, Langham, 
Sask.; Peter Lepp, St. Catharines, 
Ont.; and Jacob P. Lepp, Mennon, 
Sask. ; two sisters, ·Susan, Mrs. 
Isaac Baerg, Saskatoon, and Kath- , 
eryn, Mrs. J. E. L . Baerg, Saska
toon. 

* * * 
MRS. JUSTINA HEPPNER 

Mrs. Justina Heppner of Hep
burn, Sask., passed away on Sep
tember ' 6 in the Waldheim Hospital. 
Death is attributed to cancer. The 
funeral services were held from 
th'e Hepburn M. B. church on Sep
tember 10. 

Mrs. Heppner was born in Russia 
in 1887 and immigrated into Can
ada in 1902. In 1907 she was 
married to Peter Heppner of Laird, 
Sask., and they settled on a farm 
southeast of Hepburn, where they 
lived for 32 years until the passing 
of Mr. Heppner. The deceased 
then moved to Hepburn to spend 
the remaining years of her life in 
retirement. 

On July 24 she, was brought to 
the Waldheim Hospital. After 43 
days in the hospital she quietly 
slipped out of ·this life into eternal 
rest in the Lord. 

I 
She is survived by one son, two 

daughters, one daughter-in-law, 14 
grandchildren, three brothers and 
six sisters. 

Campers built eight houses for 
homeless people. They also had 
religious meetings and group ac
tivities together. 

"This type· of project is certainly 
a worthy venture," Smucker com
mented. "There is no place for 
pride here as one mixes mud with 
bare feet to become a 'common la
borer'." 

He said, "Perhaps this is more 
meaningful to Korean students who 
traditionally shun physical labor. 
One student said, 'I certainly 
learned a lot. I had always thought 
Americans were pleasure-loving. 
But you Americans here work hard
er than we Koreans' ." 

Relief and Pax workers in Korea 
total 15 persons at the present 
time, They are located at Taegu, 
Taejon, Pusan and Seoul. 

TAIWAN 

Roy S . Habecker (Washington 
' Boro, Pa.) reports a number of dis

tributions • of food and clothing to 
needy people in Taewan (Formosa) . 
He also directs a number of milk 
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kitchens and helps at the Hwalien 
hospital. 

On one occasion Habecker direct
ed a YMCA service team for a 
week's work in one of the moun
tain regions ministering to Ami 
tribesmen. The team was com
posed of Taiwan students .studying 
medicine, dentistry, agriculture and 
theology. Each offered a particul
ar type of help to the people. 

MENNONITE VOLUNT!\.RY 
SERVICE 

Two hundred persons from 15 
nations participated in workcamps 
last summer in Europe under the 
sponso,rship of Mennonite Volun
!ary Service. 

These young people, representing 
15 denominations and faiths, were 
fused in a Christian atmosphere of 
work, worship and fellowship. 
Workcamps ranged in length from 
weekends to four or five weeks or 
longer. 

Camps were conducted in Ger
many, Holland, France and Aus
tria. Some MVS campers joined 
projects in Spain and Finland. Pro
jects included helping construct or
phanages, aiding Dutch flood vic
tims, rebuilding damaged churches, 
reconstructing damaged schools and 
a variety of other projects. 

LaMarr Kopp (Ephrata, Pa.) dir
ector of MVS, said "This is an ,op
portunity for young people to de
monstrate their faith and translate 
it into action, for 'faith without 
works is dead.' It is an opportun
ity for international fellowship-in 
Christ we are not different." 

MVS is an international organiza
tion. Members of the council are 
Mennonite churchmen from Hol
land, Germany, Switzerland, France 
and North America (via MCC) . 

American participants in the 
workcamps are Paxmen and per
sons on the annual college tour to 
Europe. 

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

Eight persons completed a three
weeks orientation school at Kings 
View Homes at Reedley, . Calif., in 
connection with service in the men
tal health· program. They are : 

Jim and Mary Gaede, members 
of the Mennonite Brethren Church 
at Bakersfield, Calif., will serve in 
the MMHS office in! Akron, Pa. 

Byrne Mae Horsch of First Men
nonite Church of Upland, Calif., 
Kings View Homes; Bertha Huebert 
of the Mennonite Brethren Church 
at Reedley, Kings View Homes; 
'Bernice Janzen of Tabor Menno
nite Church at Walton, Kans., 
Kings View Ho~es. 

Alice Litwiller of the Old Men
nonite Church at Hopedale, Ill., 
Kings View Homes ; Elvera Peters 
of the General Conference Menno
nite ' Church at Henderson, Nebr., 
Kings View Homes; Paul Sides of 
Refton Brethren in Christ Church 
at Lancaster, Pa., Brook Lane 
Farm. 

f 
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COLLEGES 
TABOR COLLEGE 
Cape Cod Physician Offers Prize 
For Best History 

A prize of $100 for the best his
tory of Tabor College to be writ
ten by a Tabor student w_as an
nounced in a recent chapel period 
by one of Tabor's earliest grad
uates, Dr. Daniel H, Hiebert of 
Provincetown, Massachusetts. 

The award goes to the student 
who will write the best history of 
the school between now and 1958 
- the fiftieth anniversary of Tabor's 
foundin-g. The donor is the broth
er of one of the founders of Tabor, 
J . K. Hiebert, and of one of Tabor's 
former presidents, Dr. P. C. Hie
bert. He graduated from the col
lege in 1914. 

After his graduation here, Hie
bert entered Bol,ton University 
medical school, where he received 
his M. D. degree in 1918 as vale
dictorian of his graduating class. 
In his junior year he was the re~ 
cipient of the Evans Memorial 
Scholarship at Massachusetts Mem
orial Hospital in Boston, where he 
later interned. 

' ,After a year of post-graduate 
study at Harvard, he went to Prove 
incetown, on the extreme tip of 
Cape Cod peninsula, wheJ"e he has 
since carried on a highly success
ful medical practice. In addition 
to his interest in medical and cul
tural activities, he has been instru
mental in restoring a number of 
landmarks associated with the 
early history of this country. 

* * * 
GOSHEN COLLEGE 
Judgie Youngdahl opens 
56-57 Series 

.../ 
Judge . Luther Youngdahl will 

open the 1956-57 Lecture-Music 
Series with a lecture entitled "Mor
ality in Government," Saturday, 
Oct. 20, in the Union Auditorium. 

Since 1956 federal district judge 
in the District of Columbia, Luther 
Youngdahl has had many years of 
experience as a judge in the courts 
of Minnesota, including the state 
supreme court. As Governor of 
Minnesota from 1947 to 1951 
Youngdahl demonstrated his hon
esty and humanity in government. 
Youngdahl staunchly advocates the 
cause which he believes to be right 
even in the face of unpopularity 
and opposition. 

Programs ltor old age assistance, 
aid to depende; t children, aid to 
the blind, and child adoptions 
steadily improved during his term 
in office as governor of Minnesota. 
His administration was also marked 
by plans to help strengthen home 
and family life. Iri his inaugural 
address in 1947 he stated "the na
tion which fails to give integrity 
to the home will ultimately pass 
into oblivion." 
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In recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to humanity, Judge 
Youngdahl has received a doctor
ate in humane letters and honorary 
doctor of laws degrees from eleven 
colleges and universities. He was 
also named Outstanding Citizen of 
Minnesota in 1947 and was selected 
as 1949 Lutheran of the Year for 
services as a Christian layman. 

--0--

MBCI Enrollment Hits 
New Peak 

Winnipeg, Man. - A new high 
in enrollment has been reached by 
the M. B. Collegiate Institute here, 
announced Mr. Victor Adrian, prin
cipal of the school, at the opening 
exercises in Elmwood Mennonite 
Brethren church on S~nday even
ing, October 7. A totaJ of · 184 
students are enrolled~ in grades 7 
to 12, with some applications turned 
down because of lack of space in 
grades 7 and 8. 

/ . 
The theme of the evening's pro-

gram centered on, "Joy in the 
Christian Life". -A very large con
gregation heard songs, a poem, tes
timonies and a message emphasize 
the necessity and possibility of joy 
in the Christian life. 

Filling the large choir loft and 
a large section of the main auditor
ium, the student body of the school 
presented an inspiring sight. Music 
was provided by the girls of grades 
7 and 9, the girls of grades 10 to 
12, the choir composed of grades 
10 to 12, and a violin quartet ac
companied by Wilma Toews on the 
piano. Mr. Henry Voth, music .dir
ector at both the M. B. Bible Col
lege and the Institute, directed the 
choirs and the string ensemble. 

Speakfng on "Joy in the Chris
tian Life", Rev. H. Regehr, instruct
or in Religion and German, pointed 
out ' several areas of life which 
brought jo: to the Christian. He 
admitted t'tlat the non-Christian 
may have joy, but it is a perverted 
sort of joy . that · does not buUd 
up but tears down. It does not 
last. Yet the Christian rejoices 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, in His 
Word, in fellowship with His chil
dren, and the hope of Christ's sec
ond coming. "There is no greater 
joy than to serve the Lord and see 
fruits in that service," he main
tained. Even though temptation · 
and trouble may afflict the Chris
tian, he knows he can rejoice in 
this also, since these only lead to 
greater joys. 

In his report on enrollment and 
school life, Mr. Adrian reported 
that there were 41 students in 
grades 7 and 8, 36 in grade 9, 41 
in grade 10, 32 in grade 11, and 34 
in grade 12. Teachers this year in
clude Mr. H. Dick, Rev. H. Regehr, 
Mr. V. Adrian, Mr. G. H. ~ters, Mr. 
H. Letkeman, Mr. J. Enns, Mr. H. 
Voth, and Miss Katie Peters, who 
instructs in sewing ( grades 7 and 
8). 

A graduate of the school, John 
Stoesz of Niverville, Man., testified 
to the joy found in serving the 
Lord. He also witnessed to the help 
he had found in the religious sub
jects at the M. B. Collegiate Instit
ute. 

Rev. H. H. Enns, chairman of the 
board of directors, encouraged the 
congregation to support the school. 
He suggested that if the trend con
tinued, the board of directors would 
have to consider enlarging the 
school. 

--0---

Rev. H. H. Janzen 
Delivers Address at 
Dedication 

By Mrs. Elmer Martens 

Fresno, Calif. - From the · shade 
of palms and eucalyptus 1rees, some 
five hundred members of the San 
Joaquin Valley M. B. churches part
icipated in ' the dedication of the 
recently purchased Mennonite 
Brethren Biblical Seminary build
ing in Fresno. This afternoon serv
ice, held outdoors on the new cam
pus, was a part of the official 
P.B.I. Day on September 23. 

. ~ . 
The dedicatory address was g1 en 

by Rev. H. H. Janzen, moderator 
of the Mennonite Brethren Gen
eral Conference. He stated that in 
order to fulfill its purpose success
fully a seminary must have three. 
elements: a devout, spiritual fac
ulty that is willing to work with 
humility and earnestness; a stud
ent body that realizes its respon
sibility in the Lord's work; and a 
constituency that will · support the 
Board of Education and the school. 
His final charge to the seminary 
was Acts 21 :32, "And now, breth
ren, I commend you to God, and to 
the work of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give yov. an 
inheritance among all them which 
are sanctified." 

The address was followed by 
prayers of . dedication, offered by 
Rev. H. H. Janzen and by Rev. H. 
R. Wiens, Secretary of the Gen,
eral Conference. Mr. Ed Peters, 
chairman of the Board of Educa
tion, pointed out the significance 
of this occasion in that this was 
the dedication of the first semin
ary of the Mennonite Brethren Con
ference of North America. 

The speakers for the afternoon . 
were seate_d on a veranda, which 
was large enough to accommodate 
also the faculty, board and con
ference officials, seminary stud
ents, visiting ministers and the 
P.B.I choir. The program was car
ried ' over a public address system 
to the audience seated along the 
edge · of the lawn on two sides of 
the building. · 

. ( 

Also included in the program W{lS 

an academic 11eport by Dr. G. W. 
Peters, Dean of Instruction, who 
stated that the enrolment this 
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year was· 91 students; of whom 27 
are in the _seminary, 45 in the col
lege division and the remainder in 
the Institute. The P.B.I. choir 
sang two numbers under the direc
tion of Mr. Dietrich Friesen. 

After the program many visitors 
walked throug!_l the spacious two
story building, now outfitted with· 
office desks, classroom equipment, 
library tables, rugs and shelves. 
Others strolled across the green 
lawns or chatted under the trees 
with which the campus abounds. 

Morning-_ and evening services on 
P.B.I. Day were held in the Fresno 
M. B. Church, President Braun 
presiding. Rev. H. H. Janzen de
livered the morning messa15~ on 
Christ the Intercessoa•, ~ exposi
tion of John 17. In the evening 
Rev. Dan Friesen, pastor of the 
Reedley M. B. Church, stressed the 
importance of going the second 
mile in our service for and rela
tionships with our Lord. 

Thus P.B.I. Day, 1956, marked 
the opening of the Pacific Bible 
Institute for its thirteenth year 
and of the Mennonite Brethren Bib
lical Seminary for its second year. 
Both schools request the prayers of 
the constituency for God's blessing 
upon them. 

Billy Graham 
By Stanley High 

This is the personal story of 
the man, his message and his 
mission. It is the story of his 
teen-age beginnings as a preach
er; of how today he draws ;md 
moves such vast audiences; of 
those who play leading parts in 
his work. \ 

It is also the story, told dra
m,attcally and firsthand, of Billy 
Graham's Crusades: how they 
are prepared for, organized, fin
anced and, even more dramat
ically, how in scores of . cities.. 
across the United States, in Ca
nada, Great Britain, Europe, and 
Asia, they put religion· on the 
front page and make it the chief 
topic of man-in-the-street con
versation. 
• Finally, Billy Graham gives 
the amazing record of results: a 
human-interest, case-history ac
count, months and years after a 
Crusade has ended, of what hap
pens to its converts, to ministers, 
and to the churches. 

For those who have followe<1 
Billy Graham's activity and lis
tened to his messages, this book 
will prove enjoyable . and high
ly reapable. Especially signifi
cant are the observations the, 
author makes about the secret 
of Billy Graham's success. 

$4.50 

The Christian Press Ltd., 
159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 
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Northern District Fall Assembly 
By Marjorie Wiens 

Hepburn, Sask. - Two special 
services in the M. B. Auditorium 
here on Sunday, October 7, con
cluded the semi-annual district :Fall 
Assembly o( the Northern District 
Conference of M. B. churches. The 
business meeting was held in Bor
den on Saturday, October 6. · 

Rev. Henry Baerg of Dalmeny 
was chairman for both services on 
Sunday. The speakers for the af
ternoon were Rev. Lawrence Rede
kopp, director of the city · mission 
in Saskatci6n, and Rev. George 
Brucks, missionary on furlough 
from Europe. 

Speaking on the theme, "The 
Stakes That Need t6 Be Strength
ened in Our Church", Rev. Rede
kopp pointed out that we must 
correct our extremes in missionary 
thinking, we need a strong sense of 
responsibility, and we need a migh
ty revival of · ,spiritual love. 

"I am convinced that the spirit 
of thanksgiving should characterize 
everyone that calls himself a child 
of Godt stated Rev. Brucks in his 
timely message on "Thanksgiving". 
He stressed five things for which 
we should be thankful: 1) The re
demptive work wrought at Calvary; 
2) A country with a future; 3) 

Liberty to worship God; 4) Suf
ficient funds to carry on the min
istry in our country, and 5) The 
privilege of growing up in an 
evangelical atmosphere. 

The Hepburn church choir sup-
• 
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plied the music in the afternoon. 
At the evening service Rev. Wil

mer Quiring, -returned missionary 
from Colombia, sp•ke on the topic, 
"The Holy Spirit in His Relation to 
Missions". He pointed out how 
the Holy Spirit calls out the work
ers, gives power for service, leads 
to the field of service and opportun
ities for service, directs decisions, 
and disciplines the church. 

In his message on "The Return 
of Christ", Rev. Brucks very clear
ly revealed the · imminence 'of 

' Christ's coming. The warning 
words of Christ, "Be ye ready", 
made a definite impact on the 
hearts of the listeners. 

The Waldheim and the Laird 
choirs supplied the music in the 
evening. 

Both services were well attended 
and all who came were spiritually 
blessed and challenged. 

Ammar's New House 
By Vernon Frey 

Jordan Pax Services 
Does an Arab refugee appreciate 

something given to him or should 
he work for what he gets? 

The question often comes to my 
mind . as to what help is the best 
we can gi~e to the refugees with 
whom we work. 

Some years ago in Jericho the 
idea came up that maybe building 
a house for a refugee family would 
be a good project during our slack 
season in material aid distribution. 

J ast January after most of the 
riots were over and our distribu
tions were slowed, we ·started build
ing' a house for Hanna Ammar, 
father of 10 children and a helper 
in the MCC unit. 

Money was contributed by some 
of the relief workers, an American, 
Sunday school and other friends . 
Blueprints called for a house with 
two bedrooms, a dining room, kit
chen, bath, front porch-under a 
flat 24 by 28-foot cement roof. 

Subscription rate: $1.75 per year. 

The Christian Press, Ltd. 
159 Kelvin St., 
Winnipeg 5. M~nitoba. 

Please send me the MENNONITE OBSERVER for ................ year(s). 

Enclosed please 'find $.................... in ....................................................... . 
(Postal money order or bank cheque, including exchange.) 

Name: . 
· ·· .... (Please print) 

Address : ................................................ .. . .................. . 
(Sample copjes mailed free upon request.) 

\ 

Work got underway. While the 
foundation was being made, other 
workers made cement biocks by 
hand from a box mould. All labor 
was done by Arabs and MCC work
ers. 

It is .a big occasion when the day 
arrives for the roof to be poured. 
Extra workers are hired. Work be
gins early in the morning by mix
ing cement by hand on the ground. 
And Arab custom says while the 
roof is being poured the family for 
whom the house is being built must 
kill a sheep and cook it for din
ner. 

When the roof is finished-wheth
er at noon or 2 p.m.-everyone 
sits down to eat. Close friends and 
relatives are also invited t0 the 
meal. Besides mutton the dinner 
includes rice, some bread, sour 
milk and good Arabic coffee. 

Hanna Ammar is very appreciat
ive for what we did for him. He 
wishes to express his thanks to 
North · Americans for what they 
have done. It means a lot to our 
Arab friends when we show inter
est; they see we are sincere in try
ing to help them. 

-0--

BOUNTIFUL HARVEST 
AT LEAMINGTON 

1 Leamington, Ont. - Leamington 
has had a very bountiful harvest 
this summer. Not only have there 
been great material blessings, but 
also spiritual blessings. Four be
lievers could be added to the church 
through baptism. 

We had the privilege of having 
a thanksgiving service on S°9nday,, 
Sept. 30, with Rev. David Neumann, 
principal of the Eden Christian Col
lege, as guest speaker. He gave 
an address on "Being Able to Be 
Thankful", and reminded us of our 
duty to do our share financially to 

· help .those who do not have . ma
terial goods. 

On the Jlorizon 
October 14 - Dedication and 1 

Thanksgivil)g Day services at the 
M. B. Mission of Manitoba chapel 
in its1 new location in the town of 
Ashern, Man. The Joe Wiebes are 
stationed there. 

October i4 - The dedication 
service for the new administration 
building of the Mennonit~ Breth
ren Bible College will be held at 
2 p.ni. on Sunday, October 14. At 
7 p.m. the opening program will 
be presented in the Elmwood Men
nonite Brethren church. 

October 15 - Classes begin in 
the Winkler Bible School, Winkler, 
Manitoba. Five teachers will in~ 
struct, with Dr. D. G. Huebert the 
principal. 
' October 20. - The · annual meet
ing of the German Language Soc
iety will convene in the First Men
nonite church, Winnipeg, Man., at 
10 a.m. 

October 12, 1956 

October 27 to 28 - Youth Con
ference of the M. B. churches in 
Manitoba in the Winkler M. B. 
church. Rev. F. C. Peters, former 
president of Tabor College, will be 
the guest speaker. Topics to be 
discussed will be announce'a. later. 
Services begin at 3 and 7 p.m. each 
day. 

November 2 and S - The annual 
Ministers' and Deacons' Conference 
of the Manitoba M. 'B. Church will 
be held in the M. B. church at 
Steinbach, Man. 

Typist Wanted 
Good pay. 

Steady position. 
Five-day week. 

Apply· in own handwriting, 
stating education and age. 

Box "J" 

The CHRISTIAN PRESS Ltd. 
159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg .5. 

I 
The Cost 

of Discipleship 
By Dietrich Bonhoffer 

Dietrich B nhoffer demon
strated in his own life that dis
cipleship costs-it cost .him his 
life at the hands of the Gestapo 
a few days before the allied 
forces overran the concentration 
camp he was in. He lived as 
he died-in radical opposition to 
cheap religion and anti-God pol
itical philosophies. 

A professor of theology at the 
age of 24 Bonhoffer reveals that 
knowledge of Christ's command 
to follow Him which is so need
ed today. He writes: 

( Cheap grace is the preaching 
of forgiveness without requir
ing repentance, baptism without 
Church discipline, Communion 
without ·confession, absolution 
without contrition. Cheap grace 
is grace without discipleship, 
grace without the cross, grace 
without Jesus ChrJst, living and 
incarnate. . 

Of "costly grace" he writes, 
"It is costly because it costs a 
man his life, and it is grace be
cause it gives a man the only 
true life. It is costly because 
it co~demns ~in, and grace be
cause it justifies the sinner. 
Above all, it is costly because 
it cost God the life of His Son 
. . . and what has cost God much 
cannot be cheap for us." 

Rev. F. C. Peters once com
mented that, next to the Bible 
this book has given him th~ 
greatest challenge in his Chris
tian life. It is a book that will 
transform our Christian ideals if 
we read it prayerfully. 

Oniy $1.85 

The Christian Press Ltd., 
159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 


