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Above you soo the new Bethel Mennonite Mission Church, located at · the comer of Oa~ter a~d ~tafJo~, 
Winnipeg, Man. lt was dedicated on Sunday afternoon, December 18, 1955. The mam aud1tonum will 
seat somewhat over 500 people. The lower section on the right is the spacious lobby. The basement con
tains 10 Sunday school rooms as well as the usual facilities. 

Volendam Starch 
Factory Burns 

It has been repoded that a di
sastrous fire has destroyed the new 
starch factory in the Volendam 
Colony in eastern Paraguay. 

Loss of this industry is a serious 
economic blow for the Colony, 
which was founded by the group 
of Mennonite refugees that mi
grated to Paraguay on the "Volen
dam" in 194 7. The factory had 
been established with the aid of 
North American businessmen. 

The fire, of undetermined origin, 
leveled the building in about half 
an hour. It was the last day of 
operation before the industry was 
to be closed down for a several
month period. About 7,000 kilos 
of starch, ready for market, were 
destroyed. 

-,----()-

Mission Secretaries 
to Leave for Congo 

H . A. Driver, executive secretary 
and treasurer of the Congo In
land Mission, and Rev. J. Thies- · 
sen of Newton, Kansas, executive 
secretary of the General Confer
ence Board of Missions, have been 
delegated by the Congo Inland 

Mission board to make an admin
istrative visit to the mission field. 

They~will leave New York by 
plane on January 15, stopping off 
briefly in Monrovia and Liberia 
en route. They plan to spend 
about two months on the field. 

The Congo Inland Mission 
Board, whose American headquar
ters are in Chicago, is an independ
ent board ehartered by the state 
of ,Illinois in 1911, and endorsed 
and supported by four Mennonite 
bodies as well as by numerous in
dividuals_ and several congrega
tions. The General Conference 
Mennonite Church is one of the 
cooperating groups. 

. -,----()-

MENNONITES IN 'MESSIAH' 
PRESEN~ATION 

Saskatoon, Sask. - The Saska
toon Oratorio Society presented its 
third annual rendition of "The 
Messiah", by G. F. Handel, on 
December 20 in the Third Avenue 
United Church on Saskatoon, Sask. 
The choir of over 100 voices re
presented 20 churches. 

Singers from Mennonite church
es in and around Saskatoon sing
ing in the choir included Jennifer 
Janzen, L. Fast, F. Driediger (so-

pranos); Jake Schr~eder, Art Qui
ring, Sam Willems, Walter Unger, 
Henry Janzen (bass); Albert Lepp 
and A. Willems (tenor) . 

The choir was directed by Victor 
Kviesis, and accompanied by an 
orchestra and T. R. Whittet at the 
pipe organ. Soloists were ~ylvia 
Stuart, soprano; Janet Schnell, 
contralto; Victor Lester, tenor; and 
David Tatchell, bass. 

--0---

Two Choirs Sing 
in Christmas S~rvice 

The two choirs serving the M .B. 
church at Vineland, Ont., toge
ther presented the annual choir 
Christmas programme on Decem
ber 18 before a large congregation 

The junior and senior choir, 
under the direction of Brother 
Ernie Reimer and Brother Ed 
Unrau respectively, blended their 
voices in praise and glory to God. 
Sometimes the choirs sang in turn. 
At other times the mass choir, con
taining about 70 voices, poured out 
the glorious Christmas message in 
song. Soloists, due.ts, and quartets 
also contributed to t4e praise to 
God. Brother Henry Wiebe, jr., 
was the speaker for the evening. 

"For I decided to know 

nothing among "' you 

except Jesus Christ and 

him crucified." I Cor. 2:2. 
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Carol Festival 
at Beechy 

Beechy, Sask. - The third an
nual Christmas Carol Festival spon
sored by the Beechy Homemaker's 
Club was held in the Beechy Star 
Theatre on Sunday, December 18, 
at 8 p.m. The purpose of this 
festival is to bring together people 
of the various churches and faiths 
and unitedly praise God through 

--t'~ medium of song. 
The full house gave evidence of 

the popularity of this venture. 
Blocked roads and 30 below weath
er · after the worst blizzard in years 
made it impossible for the majority 
of people living in the country to 
attend. 

Led by Mr. J. Wiens, leader of 
the M.B. Church here, the two
hour programme was enjoyed by 
all. Among those taking part were 
the Birsay Choir, which traveled 
35 miles for the occasion, the 
Beechy beginners and the Beechy· 
High School choirs, as well as the 
Jonesville School choir. 

A duet, trio, quartet and double
quartet represented the M.B. 
Church on the programme of song. 

After the service the participants 
were invited to a lunch. 

In every number sung it was 
evident that the people were·acting 
upon the plea of various clergy to 
"Put Christ into Christmas". This 
united effort of individuals and 
churches certainly helped in achiev
ing this goal. 
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Devotional 
A Petition for the New Year 

Henry Voth* 

No' Time for Complacent Self-Congratulation In Exodus chapter thirteen we 
The year 1955 has seen unparalleled activity and growth in read: "Now therefore, 1 pray thee, 

the various Mennonite conferences. Numerically speaking we if I have found .grace in Thy sight 
• shew me now Thy way, that I may 

are larger than ever before. To n,ieet this numerical mcrease we know Thee, that I ml;l,y find grace 
have built new churches, new schools, and have organized mis-
sion churches. More ministers and deacons have been ordained in Thy sight (v. 13 ) · If Thy 
and 'budgets for mission wor½: have been set higher than ever presence go not with me, carry us 

not up thence ( v. 15). I beseech 
before. Thee, shew me Thy glory (v. 18) ." 

God has also ble~sed us spiritually. In spring and fall a ser-
ies of -revivals swept our private Mennonite high schools and Moses was chosen by God to 
several of our communities. Evangelistic campaigns hav;e re- lead the children · of Israel from 
sulted in many decisions for Christ; . Christians have confessed Egypt into Canaan. Already he 
sin and rededicated themselves to God. had led them to Mt; Sinai, exper-

Looking over .the year's a. ccomplishments and ,gr9wth we iencing ·· many trials and tempta.,. 
tions on the way. After a lengthy 

could become proud. God has. been at work in our midst, hasn't stay at Mt. Sinai, Moses is asked to 
He? He has blessed the labours of our hands, has He not? Yet -
this is no time for comp· lacent self-congratulation. The history resume the · journey. No doubt ·he 

remembered the vicissitudes of the 
of our church proves that this always results in spiritual stag- journey up to Mt. Sinai, and look-

- nation an9- spiritual decline. It often -results in spiritual death. ing into the future, he trembled 
Who will deny that there is a need for a soul-stirring revival in · the light of this tremendous 

in 01Ur churches, for a deepening in our devotion to God, for a task. We cannot realize the tre
fresh realization of -what Christian discipleship involves? We · mendous pressure exerted upon 
need only to think for a few minutes about the comparatively Moses by his great responsibilities. 
large number of young people who are leaving us to join other Yet he had one source of strength 
churches, or who are leaving the pathway ,of Christian disciple- -prayer; one source for courage 
ship altogether and are conforming to the world about them. -:Cod. This is the setting for 
Somehow we have failed them. We have not been able to the prayer quoted above. 
demonstrate to them that Christ is living in us, supplying all our It seems to me that many or all 
needs, giving us the peace and joy we need, and making us new of us at the beginning of a new 
creatures in Christ Jesus. year look into the future with a 

In a day when communism is demanding from its disciples certain amount of ~pprehension. 
complete dedication to its cause, too many of us are :satisfied with Therefore we need to pray the 
a mere lip".'servfoe, with a deooltory attendance at church ser- same prayer that Moses prayed, for 
vices. At a time when many moralists .ar,e living almost unre- it has a practical application in 
proachable lives too many of us are glibly speaking of being our very own lives. 
pure of heart, all the while revealing envy, anger, pride, greed- ' The first petition is found in 
in~s~ and self-aggrandiz,en_i,ent. In an age when the_ d_oors ~or verse 13: "Show me Thy way." 
m1ss1on work are fast closmg, too many of us are satisfied with This is a wonderful petition for 
"keeping the home-fires burning" and giving of our :surplus to all of us to make. It reveals the 
the Lord's work. humility of Moses, yet also his con-

Let us this New Year's Day .rededicate ourselves to God. fidence in God. He had long ago 
Let's open our eyes to the need of the world, spiritually, socially, realized that God's way was often 
materially, and then do something abc,ut it. · ,., different than he himself had 

· planned. Many of us experience 

Through th·e Looking-Glass 

The Suffering Church 
If- the Church is suffering (per

secution) from without: God be 
praised; if the Church is suffering 
(disintegration) from within: 0 
God, ,have mercy! If one mem
ber suffers the whole Body suffers 
for the Body is one. If a local con
gregation is the epitom_e of the 
Body of Christ the question that 
arises is: how are we suffering? 

There is no specific justification 
in the New Testament for a "con
ference" of churches. With the 
historic expansion of the Church, 
the schisms within it, the Refor
mation, and the rise of nation 
states it seems, however, to have 
become a necessity. If, as a result 
of historic, spiritual, and doctrinal 
reasons a conference of like-minded 
local congregations does ·come into 
existence, it should realize that the 
only justification for its continua
tion is the assistance it provides for 
the successful development of the 
local congregation. 

Because a conference is in con
tact with the work and problems 
of local churches over the face of a 
whole continent and even over the 
face of the whole globe, it has a 
tremendous advantage of perspec
tive and understanding when it 
comes to analyzing, interpreting, 
and solving· the problems of a local 
congregation. It can also be of 
great assistance in organizing the 
missionary outreach of the indi
vidual church. Christian organiza
tion is, however, only a means to 
an end and should never become 
static, for when it does it turns 
upon itself and defeats its own pur
poses. When one part of a confer
ence of churches is going through 
a difficult transition it cou1d be 
expected that the conference would 
take advantage of its position to 
study the problem and be of assist
ance in at least indicating a way 
out of the dilemma. 

( Continued on page 4-1) 

this year after year. We make 
plans; we attempt to make great 
progress, but only too often do we 
fmd that it is not God's way. May 
God grant that we may be willing 
to accept_ God's way for us in this -
new year. 

Moses wanted to have God's 
guidance for the approaching jour
ney. He had experienced grace 
and more grace from God and this 
had created an attitwde of com
plete dependence upon God. I 
do not know what journey you are 
facing as you enter the new year, 
dear reader. It may be a journey 
of continued study; a journey of 
teaching; a journey in some other 
field of service for the Lord. No 
matter where our journey leads us 
or what it consists of, we all need 
God's guidance. If we will be 
obedient and follow God's revealed 
will for us, we know that God's 
blessing will accompany _ us and 
our service. Nothing will be able 

· to hi~der our spiritual progress. 
The second petition we find in 

verse 15: "If Thy presence go not 
with me, carry us not up hence." 
In my own words I would like to 

reword the petition thus: "Go with 
us." Moses realized that it was 
not enough to know God's way, 
be needed God's presence as well. 
He dreaded the thought of con
tinuing on the journey without the 
presence of God. He knew the 
value of God's favours and was 
ready to receive them. God's pro
mises and His graciousness should 
not only encourage our faith, but 

. also increase our fervency in pray
er. Not only because of God's 
promise to answer our prayers, but 
much more because of our insuf
ficiency do. we pray with Moses, 
"Go with us." There is a possibil
ity that our service may be attempt
ed without the presence of God, 
because we have not asked for it. 
May God grant that we also will 
not venture forth into the new 
year without the presence of God, 

The presence of God requires us 
to be in the right attitude of heart 
and soul; it requires purification on 
our part; it requires looking away 
from ourseh,es and looking unto 
God. Have we the faith that His 
presence will not be withheld from 

_:us? If God goes with us we shall 
not want; our needs wiH be supp
lied; our strength will not fail; His 
Word will bear fruit. 

The third petition we find in 
verse 18: "Show me Thy glory." 
Moses haq been on the mountain 
with God and had experienced an 
intimate communion with God, yet 
ht' · desired a still more intimate 
acquaintance. We have a precious 
lesson here. Those that know and 
experience fellowship with God will , 
have a desire for a still closer £el-

( Continued on page 3-1) 
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Two Carloads of 
Relief Goods Leave 

On December 19 loading of the 
second freight car with boxes of 
canned meat was completed in the 
Santa Fe railroad yards at North 
Newton, . Kansas. One car was 
filled with canned beef and the 
other with canned pork and lard. 
Both were readied at the MCC 
relief center at North Newton and 
are destined for New Orleans, fr~m 
whence the meat will be shipped 
to Korea. 

Boxing and loading of the meat 
was done by Lowell Schrock of 
Mishawaka, Ind., and Richard 
Peachey of Belleville, Penn., drivers · 
of the MCC semi-trailer, assisted 
by Peter Harder of Abbotsforq, 
British Columbia, and Wilmer 
Wedel of Burns, operators of the 
MCC portable canner, and a few 
volunteers from churches in the 
area. 

The meat was all processed this 
fal,l in Mennonite communities of 
the Middle West. 

Tuesday morning the MCC se
mi-trailer left for Akron, Penn., 
loaded to capacity with over 200 
bales of clothing, shoes, bandages, 
soap and school supplies. 

---0---

SUNDAY SCHOOL PRO
GRAMME IN -SASKATOON 

Saskatoon, Sask. - The Sunday 
school of the Mennonite Brethren 
Church in Saskatoon, Sask., led 
the congregation in worshipping 
the Christ who is the Saviour of 
the world in a Christmas program
me on December 18. 

Hearts were thrilled as children 
lifted jubilant voices in song. Other 
highlights on the pr-0gramme were 
the singing of "Away in a Manger" 
by the nursery class, an accordian 
solo by Ken Neufeld, a piano duet 
by the Warkentin sisters, and the 
singing of "O Holy Night" by Lud
wig Sawchenko. 

-0--

A PETITION · 
( Continued from page 2-4) 

lowship with Him. Dear reader, 
is your fellowship with God so in
timate that you desire a closer walk 
with Him? Is your relationship 
with God such that you can pray: 
"Show meThy glory"? 

The more Moses received from 
God the more he wanted t~ have. 
This is a truth finding a practical 
application in every Christian's life. 
Through His · works, His leading 
and His Word we can see the glory 
of God. May this glory be re
vealed to all of us in_ a greater 
measure in 1956 as we see His won
derful works, as we experience His 
marvellous guidance, and as we 
study His precious Word. 

* Music Director at the Menno- · 
nite Brethren Bible College. 
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A close :riange view of the majority of the Oratorio Choir of the M.B. Bible College, which presented tb.-! 
first part of ''The Messiah" on Sunday evening, December 18, 1955. In front stand the oonduetor, Henry 
Voth (extreme left), and the soloists, left to right, John Pauls, tenor; Holda Reimer and Rita Langemiann, 
soprano; Mrs. David F,alk, contralto; David Falk, bass. . . 

Mennonite Colleges 
Receive Ford Grants 
. Mennonite hospitals and col
leges in several states in the Unit
ed States will receive substantial 
grants under the Ford Founda
tion's plan to give the nation's 
privately supported hospitals, col
leges, and universities a haH billion 
dollars. 

Press releases indicate that grants 
to iK.ansas institutions will total as 
much as $130,000. Of this $64,300 
is to go to Bethel College, North 
Newton, Kansas. A totjtl · of four 
hospitals are believed eligible for 
a grant of $,10,000 each. 

Grants to other Mennonite col
leges include $103,400 to Goshen 
College, Goshen, Ind., and $61,800 
to Bluffton College, Bluffton, Ohio. 

The grants to privately support-
, ed coll~ges and universities are 

for the specific purpose of raising 
te'achers1 salaries. They are limited 
to four-year, accredited schools. 
Use of the money is to be extended 
over a ten-year period. -

-0--

Public and High School 
Christmas Concert 

Hepburn, Sask. - A beautifully 
decorated tree and gay Christmas 
streamers set the right atmosphere 
for the annual Christmas Concert 
'by the Hepburn public and high 
school on December 22. 

Mr. Elmer Andres, a grade 12-
student, led in the Invocation. 
Master of ceremonies for the even
ing was Mr. John Adrian, teacher 
of Room IV. 

Children with lighted tapers 
then appeared on the stage and 
began the programme, which con .. 
tinued with many itell}S by the 
younger students, such as Christ
mas Tree Drill, a pageant from 
Mother Goose land, and many 
happy Christmas songs. · 

· The si~ging by the whole stud
ent body, special girl's choruses, 
and students from various rooms, 
was led by Mr. P. J. Harder and 

was done extremely well, adding 
to the festive spirit. 

"A Song is Born", the final play 
of the evening, was ably enacted 
by students of Rooms IV and V. 
It portrayed the circumstances 
leading to and the actual origin of 
the carol "Silent Night". 1 

An appreciative audience filled 
the hall to capacity. 

-0--

ANNUAL CHURCH 
MEETING 

Laird, Sask. - The annual bus
iness meeting of the Mennonite 
Brethren Church here was held on 
December 10. Mr. Henry Speiser, 
the leader of the church, was 
chairman. · · 

Elected Sunday · school superin
tendet for the coming year is 
Mr. Dave Martens. The choir 

,,director is Mr. Arnold Fischer. 
-0--

DEDICATION SERVICE FOR 
THREE CARLOADS 
OF FLOUR · 

A flour-laden freight car in the 
yards of the Missouri-Pacific Rail
road at Moundridge, Kansas, was 
the background for a service of 
dedication Tuesday afternoon, De
cember 13. 

The· occasion was the dedication 
of three such freight 'cars of flour, 
donated for overseas relief in this 
year's joint CROP-MCC drive 
in McPherson County and de-

signated for distribution overseas 
by · the Mennonite Central Com
mittee. 

Residents of Moundridge and 
surrounding communities attended 
the service, at which Rev. Peter 
J. Dyck, pastor of the Eden Men
nonite Church, spoke on "Love 
Made Visible". Justina Neufeld1 

former refugee from Russia, ac:
cepted the flour on behalf of needy 
people in the various countries, 
arid Walter W. Goering, chairman 
of the joint drive, reported on 
donations -up · to this time. 

Other parts of the service were 
the litany of dedication, led by 
Rev. Harris Waltner, and the pray7 

er of dedication by Rev. Edmund 
Miller. 

-0--

CAROL FESTIVAL AT LAffiD 

Laird, Sask. - A carol festival 
was held in the Laird Mennonite 
church on Friday, December 16. 
The choirs of three churches united 
to sing twelve carols. Among 
special items on the programme 
.were a solo, duet, and two trios, 
sung by groups .from different 

·churches. 
The choir directors were Dave 

Friesen and Arnold Fischer. Miss 
Selma Dyck was the pianist. 

The offering received was de
signated for the Mennonite Central 
Committee and the Salvation 
Army. · 

PRAYER FOR THIS YEAR 

God give you FAITH this coming year! 
The faith that will not fail in keenest test; 

That trusts and sings in midst of fire and storm; 
And dares rely upon His Word and rest. 

God give you HOPE this coming year! 
The hope that through the darkness sees afar

The purifying hope that fondly waits 
The rising of the Bright and Morning Star. 

# . 

God give you LOVE this coming year! 
His own great love that burns out for the lost; 

That intercedes, and waits, and suffers long-
That never fails, nor stops to count the cost. 

-Margaret D. Armstrong. 



Page 4 MENNONITE OBSERVER 

The Spiritual Cry- in __ the Congo 
By Henry Brucks* 

The Belgian Congo is changing 
fast! 

Where parts of this colony once 
seemed closed to tlie penetration of 
the white man, today one sees be
ginnings of business concerns. En
trance of the white man · has 
brought improved physical and soc
ial conditions. Slavery and tribal 
wars have become history, though 
their effects are still felt. Heathen
dom is emerging from its crude 
nakedness to a more cultured form. 

These changing situations might 
cause people here in the homeland 
to believe the urgency for mission
ary work does not exist anymore. 
Yet the person who has been to the 
Congo will never be able to forget 
the "thud, thud" of the death 
drum; that wailing which brings 
one into the presence of a hopeless, 
dark, demon-possessed eternity; 
that staring eye, looking up to the 
missionary for something that can
not be purchased with money; the 
sight of a man; haunted by fear, 
lying stretched out on the ground 
close to a grave of an ancestor, 
waiting to receive consolation and 
help form the deceased. Yet, that 
is the unspoken cry which comes 
from those still in darkness. 

Too often we have been carried 
away with ideas that heathendom 
is but gross ignorance, backward
ness, lack of understanding and 
appreciation of ideals that make 
life worthwhile. Yes, it has even 
been reported that they worship 
wood and stone idols. Even though 
this is all true, it I'epresents but the 

THE SUFFERING CHURCH 
(Continued from page 2-2) 

. . Both Mennonite Brethren 
churches in Vancouver are without 
full-time leaders at this moment. 
They are operating under tempo
rary arrangements and the disad
vantages of this solution are ap
parent. One implication of this 
'transitionary situation is that hun
dreds of M.B. young people from 
the Fraser Valley who are study
ing, nursing, teaching, or working 
in Vancouver are not encouraged 
to attach themselves to one of the 
churches. (Whether .this is right 
or wrong is another question, but 
that it is so, and that it will have 
detrimental results, is very obvious.) 
With the many rapid and basic 
changes taking place in our group 
ic is quite natural that problems 
should arise. RevolutioncJ.ry chang
es in some members .will make it 
necessary for the whole body to 
make 'accomodations. 

On reflection it seems that the 
Vancouver situation is only a local 
manifestation of a larger problem.· 
There are · churches in the Fraser 
Valley and in other provinces that 
are going through the same cri~s. 
The strength of the M.B. church 

crust of what heathendom actual
ly is. 

To the native of the Belgian 
Congo, the existence of Satan and 
the evil spirits in the activities and 
pr6blems of life is far more real 
than the existence of the living 
God to many a person here in this 
land. The idol or fetish which is 
being worshipped, is not accepted 
so much as a being in itself but 
much rather representative of the 
unseen power or spirit which is so 
real to him. 

An elderly man ~once said to 
me while attending the bed of his 
sick wife: "White man, don't you 
see the evil spirits in the room 
here?" A w'oman prayed in chapel 
service one morning: "God, we are 
people of the night. We do not 
know the depth of it. We realize, 
however, that there is light. Give 
us more light." 

Beholding these people bound by 
fear and · torment to Satan, one is 
faced with · the question of Ezekiel 
37: 3. "Son of man, can these 
bones live? And I answered, 0 
Lord God; thou knowest." God's 
Word presented to these people in 
the power of His Spirit is able to 
transform these lives also. Praise 
God! Pray with us that God could 
speak and breath through us upon 
the valley of dry bones. 

* Mennonite Brethren mission
ary to Belgian Congo currently on 
furlough. His home is in Yarrow, 
British Columbia. 

in the past has been largely a re
sult <1f its inspired leadership. This 
has been .. the reason why we have 
been able to hold our own as well 
as we have and make a · contribu
tion out of proportion to our size. 
The same type of leadership in 
every aspect and phase of the life 
of the church does not seem to be 
forthcoming today. If this is so 
it is quite natural that the pro
blem will come to a head sooner in 
our churches in the large cities. If 
we will look carefully at our 
churches in the large cities we will 
see that the situation has been met 
by the introduction of a system 
whereby a trained ( in the Spirit as 
well as in a school) man has been 
brought in to assist and guide in 
the demanding task of leading the 
church. Ideally the leader should 
rise from the local membership 
but when he does not, and the 
membership is large and unstable, 
it might be necessary to look for 
some other solutions. 

The challenges of the future are 
bound to be at least as challenging 
ru; those of the past and we would 
like to meet them as a unified 
Body, on the offensive, and in the 
power of God. If the battle is 
God's and we are with Him what 

have we to fear? If there ever 
was a time when young and old, 
city church and country church, 
home field and foreign field, 
schools and colleges, Canadian M~ 
B.'s and United States M.B.'s 

· Mennonites and Mennonites, and 
Christians of every description 
should drop their minor disputes
the splinter in their neighbor's eye 

4' -and get behind the task at hand 
so that t:he Holy Spirit can get be
hind them IT IS NOW. Every 
member will have to do his special 
part! -Doulos. 
' --------------

Erflrrtinu.a 
J. B. Cridland, Agassiz, B.C. 

. The old year rolls over time's long 
hill 

And I think I have served my 
Lord, but still--

Have I given myself to do His win? 
Have I given my substan~e His 

work to build? . 
Or only what I could afford? 

Have I always ·regardless of time 
or place 

Sought to do His bidding and seek 
His grace? 

Might · l stand unashamed before 
His face 

If He comes today to receive His 
race, 

His people set apart? 

I think if I'm honest I must agree 
I haven't been all that I ought 

to be 
For the Master who gave His life 

for me, 
Who suffered and '!died on Calvary, 

. And rose to plead in heav'n. 

Oh Lovd~ we know not what lies 
ahead, _ 

But this we know: if we're only led 
By Thy loving hand, by Thy Word 

are fed, 
Thou wilt surely give us Thy 

Living Bread, 
When we bring our all to Thee. 

May we be cleansed of all our 
dross, · 

That our light reflected may shine 
across~ 

And sinners through us may be 
saved from loss 

And come to Thy throne by the 
way of the cross, 

The road to our heavenly Home. 

Dear Lord, as I we enter this year 
we p'ray . 

Thy care and guidance along life's 
way. 

Teach us to live for Thee, day by 
day; 

At the end of the road m~y we 
hear Thee say, 

"Thou faithful one, well done.'' 

Twenty Protestants . have been 
murdered in Colombia in a new 
outbreak of religious persecution 
there, according to the National 
Association of Evangelicals. 
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Soul-Winning Efficiency 
Suffers Slump 

· By Harry Rutherforo, Editor 
Tupelo, Mississippi, Journal 

America boasts a great deal 
about its constantly improving ef
ficiency. It tells how ·one man 
does work formerly handled by ten 
-how one machine now performs 
a job which once required 50. And 
all that is fine. It gives us more 
trinkets to enjoy as well as more 
cash to jingle in our pockets. But 
in the greatest of all fields . of en
deavor-that of leading men and 
women and boys and girls to Christ 
-our efficiency has slipped deplor
ably. In fact, if our forefathers 
had been · as inefficient as we in this 
all-important work, America would 
be today a pagan land rather than 
-potentially, at least-the Chris
tian leader of the world. 

One hundred years ago, we are 
told, it took an average of five 
Christians to lead a new convert 
to Christ. In 1900 it I'equired 14 
Christians to get one new convert. 
By the end of World War I it 
was taking 21 Christians to bring 
one new member into the church. 
And during a typical year today 
only one soul is led to Christ for 
each 33 Christians in our country. 

It is vital that we in America 
discover the causes of this decline 
in our efficiency in leading others 
to Christ. For a continued in
crease in materialistic -efficiency 
without a comparable gain in spir
itual efficiency will in time lead 
to an era of world terrorism un
paralleled in previous history. 
- Why does it take 33 Christians to 
bring one convert to Christ today 
when a hundred years ago only 
five were required to do the job? 
Our first reaction may be that there 
were more prospects in those days. 
But this is true only in '>!egard to 
percentag-es. In actual numbers 
there are far more non-Christians in 
America today than there were a 
hundred years ago. And we can't 
lay the blame on our paid religious 
leaders. 

The blunt fact, we suspect, is 
that today's Christian is so little 
different from the non-Christian 
that the latter hardly feels it worth
while to change his way of life in 
oroer to possess whatever advant
ages Christianity appears to offer. 
And if it actually is this attitude 
which slows today's soul-winning 
effort. we who are Christians must 
accept full responsibility for not 
being sufficiently "different" from 
the non-Christians around us. If 
when others look at us they see 
reflected ~ore of the world than 
·of the face of Christ, it is under
standable why they do not rush 
.forward to embrace the Christian 
faith and the church which pro
claims it. 

The theological explanation of 
what has happened to most of us 

(Concluded on page 12-3) 
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New Field and Workers: Need Prayer 
(The following is an excerpt 

from a prayer-letter the A. A. 
Unruhs, whose home is Winnipeg, 
Man., sent to their friends. Read 
it-and then pray! This is their 
third term of missionary work in 
India. -Ed.) 

It is quite some time since we 
left our homeland, but most of 
you . have not heard . from us yet. 
So we would like to give you a 
little information about our field 
and work. 

It is known to -all of you that 
we spent two terms in the Gadwal 
field. There the Lord gave us 
many joys and blessings while 
working together with the native 
workers towards the salvation of 
many souls and the upbuilding of 
the church in that vicinity. Since 
the beginning of April; however, 
we have been stationed at Wana
party_. This field as well as the 
workers on the field are new to 
us. The condition of the church 
was unknown to us. The past few 
months have therefore been a time 
of adjustment to new conditions. 

We realize that there are and 
will be many difficulties tending 
to discourage us. However, we 
are by no means ready to give up. 
On the contrary, the f~ct that 
there is so much work to do is a 
continuous challenge to us. 

The Wanaparty field is a big 
field, with many fairly good roads 
crossing it in all directions. Dur
ing the rainy season most of them 
are filled with water. Since the 
rainy season has been extra long 
this year, and has not yet come to 
a close, we are anxiously waiting 
for the time when we will be able 
to travel without all these hindr
ances. 

In spite of the continuous rains 
we have had the opportunity of 
visiting the Christian groups in a 
number of villages. There is a 
great need for teaching the Word 
of God both to the Christians and 
to the workers. It is a great en
couragement and challenge to us 

when we see the hunger for the 
exposition of God's Holy Word, 
especially among the workers of 
the field. 

We recently finished ten days of 
Bible school for the workers. 
With a new vision for the work 
in God's vineyard they went back 
into their villages, requesting 
more such opportunities to study 
God's Word. 
-The teaching of God's Word to 

the village Christians . is a difficult 
task, for they are scattered in many 
different villages all over the field. 
They hear Qod's Word only when 
a preacher or missionary comes to 
visit their village. A Bible school 
on the compound where some of 
the outstanding young Christians 
can come to study for three . to 
4 months of the year is a new ex
perience. They are hesitant about 
leaving their villages for such a long 
time and need much encourage
ment along this line. Many of 
these simple village men could thus 
be trained for leadership in the 
small village churches. 

It necessary that much evangel
istic work be done in a field of 300 
heathen villages. Street-meetings 
are still possible in many places. 
We are ·still welcome in their 
homes. Many can be contacted 
when they come for medical help. 
We are continually surrounded 
with many opportunities to teach 
and to witness. Many have heard 
the Gospel again and again and 
long for the peace which only Christ 
can give. They have come very 
near to the kingdom; if only they 
would enter in. "The harvest. truly 
is great, but the labourers are few: 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest,--that He woukl send forth 
labourers into His harvest." 
· . We thank you for your prayers 
in the past. Kindly join us once 
more to ask the Lord for suitable 
workers, for a far-rej.ching revival 
within the church and for the sal
vation of many souls. Remember 
us before the Throne of God also. 

..Al,ennonite J3retliren ..Al,ission JVotes 
- Edna Thiesen of Dinuba, Ca

lifornia, who is taking an obste
trics course in Chihuahua, Mexico, 
reports that two of the girls in
jured in the Cooper accident last 
June are being treated in the same 
hospital where she is studying. 
Sister Thiessen brought Zenaida 
Anselmo with her. Sister Anselmo, 
who was attending the Nuevo Ideal 
Bible school classes this year again, 
still has difficulty with her arm, 

. which was badly injured. Several 
months ago David Cooper brought 
Teresa Contreras to the hospital. 
Plans are for her to submit to sur
gery to correct in juries to her back. 

.- Kathryn Lentzner of Lustre, 
Montana, reports from Colombia 
that the moving of a Christian 

. 
family to Santa Inez has opened 
that community to the Gospel for 
the first time. The lady of the 
house said the people were im
pressed with the first service. 

- A seven-room primary school 
is under construction on the Men
nonite Brethren mission station at 
Kafumba, · Belgian Congo. Eighty 
per cent of. construction costs come 
from government subsidies and the 
remaining 20 per cent from mission 
funds. 

- Lim Khi Thin, a Christian 
brother who fled to Indonesia from 
China, writes that the Rogejampi 
and Genteng congregations on the 
island of Timor are building new 
church buildings with money sup
plied by God's people. He also 

writes that the Chinese ·christians 
are continuing to pray for addi
tional funds for this purpose. As 
contributions for this purpose are 
received by the Board of Foreign 
Missions office, they are forwarded 
to Brother Lim Khi Thin. 

Reports from China tell of the 
continued activity of Christians in 
spite of opposition and persecution. 
In one instance there was a popu
lar reaction against the trial of one 
minister and evangelist. In an
other case Christians were report
edly burned at the stake. 

- Brother and Sister Leslie Ort
man were~ ordained for missionary 
service on November 27 in the 
Silver Lake Menaonite Brethren 
Church at Marion, South Dakota. 
Participating in the 011dination 
were the Brethren Eldo Ratzlaff, 
M. A. Kroeker, J. J. Adrian and 
A. E. Janzen. Plans are for the 
Ortmans to leave for overseas in. 
the summer of 1956. Before going 
to the Belgian Congo, they will go 
to Belgium for study. At present 
Brother Ortman is studying at 
Kansas State College, Manhattan, 
and pastors a church. The Ort-

Mennonite Brethren 
Board ol WeHare 

- Nineteen students from Brazil 
and Uruguay are attending the 
four-month term Mennonite Breth
ren Bible School in Montevideo 
taught by C. C. Peters and G. H. 
Sukkau of Yarrow, B.C. A con
cluding programme is set for Jan. 
18, 1956. Regarding the operation 
of the s~hool, Bro. Peters writes: 
"Die Schijler arbeiten mit Lust 
und Liebe." (The students are 
working energetically and . with 
enjoyment.) He also writes that 
recently two of the students made 

. decisions for Christ. 

- Kornelius Funk and his fam
ily arrived in Montevideo the latter 
part of November from Fernheim 
colony in Paraguay. Brother Funk 
is assisting in the work of the Mon
tevideo Bible School until Christ
mas after which he will go to 
Gartental, where he will serve the 
Mennonite Brethren group . 

- Considerable study · materials 
for the Bible schools in South 
America operated with the assist
ance of the North American Men
nonite Brethren Board of General 
Welfare are prepared by-the Breth
ren Peters and Sukkau. Material 
is gathered, written and duplicated. 
Brother Sukkau has been preparing 
material for a Christian child psy
chology course and Brother Peters 
on prayer and false doctrines. 

- The Montevideo Bible School 
closed for the Christmas holidays 
on December 18. During this in
termission- Brother Peters planned 
to visit several of the Mennonite 
Brethren congregations in Brazil 
and Brother Sukkau planned to 
continue ministering to the church
es in Uruguay. 
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mans have previously studied at 
Tabor College and Central Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Kansas 
City. 

- William G. Baerg of Arnaud, 
Manitoba/ writes from Panzi sta
tion in the Belgian Congo that there 
are about 500 baptismal candidates 
for the coming year. "The Lord is 
doing His work in the hearts of His 
people. We give them regular 
studies from the Scriptures all 
over the - field. Before Christ
mas all these candidates come to 
the station for another study. 
Then in connection with this we 
have our native conference from 
December 29 to January 1. People 
will be coming from all over the 
field. Some travel as far as 
thr~ days on foot with their . food 
on their backs. The Lord has done 
mighty things and we· praise and 
glorify His name." 

- The Women's Missionary 
Service of the Mennonite Brethren 
Pacific District Conference has 
contributed $2,047.80 for the con
struction and maintenance of a 
maternity hospital for the Matende 
station in the Belgian Congo. · 

- Activities described and re
ported in this column are made 
possible by the monthly "relief" 
offerings of the churches. Cana
dian churches send their offerings 
to C. A. DeFehr, 78 Princess Street, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Ne.eJ a S~? 
F1ood My Lambs 
By Alice Hitchcock. 

Here are ·choice children's sto
ries by the children's friend of 
the Sunday School of the Air. 
Thirty ·stories you can use in 
Sunday school, hobby dubs, or 
simply tell to your children .... 60¢ 

✓ * * * 
F1or His Jewels 
By Alice Hitchcock. 

Here are twenty-two more sto
ries for boy•s and girls. Stories 
include: Big Tom Takes Little 
Jimmie's Licking; Grandfather's 
Watch; Maidde Gets Help; Flow
el's for Mother; Beoause He 
Loved You and Me ................ 60¢ 

* * * 
Thie Child fur Christ 
By Alice Hitchcock. 

Another twenty~six choice chil
.dren's stories. They include: Tak
ing Johnny's Place; A Little 
Hlack Sheep; Ea11s to Hear; A 
Happy New Year; Who's a Sis
sy? A Merry Christmas; A Real 
Picnic .......................................... 60¢ 

* * * 
Forbid Thiem Not 
By Alice Hitchcock. 

Twenty-two choice ,stories for 
children. Some are: Phil'•s "Bo
nes"; Oarol in Trouble; Billy is 
Measured; Kathryn',s ·sacrifice; 
The Little Brown Jug; Ann's 
Very Best; Barney Learns a Les-
son ······ '.····················· .. ···· .. ·········· 60¢ 

The CHRISTIAN PRESS, Ud. 
159 Kelvin St., Winnipeg 5, Man. 
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vAt31: I 
Let's Visit a Minute · 

Dear Boys and Girls, 
Well, Christmas Day is past and you are probably enjoying 

yourself while playing with the things that you have received 
as gifts. Did you enjoy surprising someone with a gift? Or 
c!id someone surprise you? I hope you are going to write to 
us and. let us know all about what you received and all the 
things you did. . 

Did any of you visit a iboy or girl' who was sick in the 
hospital to wish them a happy Christmas too? We must re
member, however, that Christmas is not the only time we want 
to do all these good things. Let's do them all year round. 

. What about New Year's resolutions? _ Have you made any 
yet? If you make some, be very careful what kind they are-
and then try hard to he true to them. If they are the right kind 
and if you ask God to help you keep them then I am sure that 
you will be able to keep them. ' 

We wish you all a Happy New Year. 

Children Write 
Holmfield, Man. 

December 18, 1955. 

Dear Aunt Selma, 
I read your pag; every week 

and like it very much. I like your 
letters and stories too. I wish you 
could put in more puzzles (Bible). 

My favourite hobbies are playing 
piano and sledding. My favourite 
subjects in school are spelling and 
reading. 

We want to spend our Christmas 
holidays in British Columbia. I 
hope it will be warmer there than 
here in Manitoba. 

The name I have chosen for ,the 
page is, "The Golden Sunbeam". 

I am ten years old and in grade 
five. I wish you a Merry Christ
mas and a Happy New Year. 

Sincerely, 
Judy Duerksen. 

(We'll have to see about putting 
in more puzzles. I . suppose you 
mean crossword puzzles, or don't 
you? · 

I certainly hope you enjoyed 
your holidays in British Columbia. 

Thank you for that name for the 
page. Does anyone have another 
name for the page?) 

Aunt Selma. 

How many of you have ever 
gone sailing on a sailboat? If any 
of you have, then you know what 
it is to be blown about by the 
wind. Well, life is often ·compared 
to an uncharted ocean. Only as 
we le• Jesus be our pilot and let 
Him guide us, wm we be able to 
reach port (heaven) safely. 

A new year has begun by the 
time most of you will receive this 
paper. We don't know what will 
happen, but we know that all 
things work together for ou·r good, 
if we love Jesus. -

Future Subscribers 
Born tb John and Ella Funk of 

Elm Creek, Man., a son, Donald 
Arthur, on November 14, 1955. 

Cross-Bearers For Christ 
By J. H. Janzen 

(We have completed our series. 
on "The Story of Our Church" 
and are now beginning a series of 
stories about people in church 
history-heroes who were not afraid 
to suffer for Christ's sake. We know 
many of you have enjoyed our 
first series and hope you will like 
these stories tOQ. They were pre
pared by J. H . Janzen, who has 
been a teacher for many years, and 
printed in a book called "Tales 
from Ancient and Recent Men
nonite History." -Uncle Les) 

(1st Installment) 

CYRIL 

Long, long ago when the church 
was not as big as it is now and 
when the heathens persecuted the 
Christians, there lived in the Ro
man Empire a fine Christian boy. 
He was about 12 years old and his 
name was Cyril. 

Cyril's mother told him the Bible 
stories about God, our Father, and 
Jesus Christ, our Redeeemr, and 
taught him the Word of Truth, the 

Bible, the only Word that can 
guide us from sin to righteousness, 
from sorrow to happiness. ---.. 

Cyril listened to what his mother 
told him and, in spite of being 
young, he became a believer in 
Christ and a true follower of the 
Master. When those who were 
not Christians learned of his con
version they arrested him and 
dragged him before the judge. 

"Who are you?" the judge asked 
him harshly. 

"I am a Christian," replied Cy
ril dauntlessly. 

"You are a fool! That's what 
you are!" snorted the judge angri
ly. "Denounce Christ at once and 
offer sacrifice to our gods, or else 
you shall be burned at the stake." 

But Cyril refused to be scared. 
He confessed Christ all the more 
joyfully . . The judge gave orders 
to prepare the pyre ( a pile of 
wood) on which Cyril was to be 
burnt. Cyril looked on, but in the 
face of certain .death he remained 
~erene, fearless \and unwavering. 

The steadfastness of the boy en
raged the judge more and more, 

and as soon as the pyre was ready 
he ordered Cyril to be chained to 
the stake ( a pole in the center of 
the pile of wood) . The hench
men seized him, lifted him up and 
did as the judge had ordered. 
, Once more the judge asked the 
boy to deny Christ and to offer 
sacrifice to the gods, but all in vain. 
Cyril did not budge and the order 
was given to set the pile of logs on 
fire. 

Cyril stood calmly awaiting his 
death. When the flames hissed 
up to him and started to scorch 
his feet, he was given one more 
chance to deny Christ and to be 
released, but he remained faithful 
and firm as a rock, until the smoke 
choked him and the flames con
sumed him. 

Christian faith made even the 
' little boy fearless and firm to con
fess Christ-even unto painful 
death. 

That is heroism. Not he who 
kills in cold blood is a hero, but 
he who dies unafraid for what he 
believes to be true. 

(To be continued) 

A Good Resolution 
Jimmie was writing laboriously 

on a piece of paper. With great 
care he formed each word. 

"Resolved, that if God gives me 
grace, I will be a missionary." 

He didn't know exactly how to 
spell the woJ:1d "resolve", so he lift
ed the piece of paper up and 
squinted quizzically at it. It seem
ed to be okay, so he hurried off to 
tell his mother about his resolution. 
He had just come from Sunday 
school and he had a great story to 
tell at the dinner table. 

When he showed his mother 
what he had written Jimmie was 
surprised to see that · she did!}'t 
seem too pleased. 

"Why Jimmie, you're too young 
to know what you want to do when 
you grow up. Why make that re
solution now?" 

"Dr. Henry Jessup, a missionary 
to Syria, came to our class today 
and told us about his work," Jim
mie said. "He told us that it was 
just wonderful to be a missionary 
for Jesus. He said that if any of 
us wanted to become a missionary 
we should write ·the resolution 
down so that wi would remember 
it when we were older." 

"But surely, Jimmie, you are too 
young to know what you want to 
be," hi.s mother repeated. 

"But I didn't write I would be 
a missionary," Jimmie said. "I just 
wrote 'If God gives me grace I 
will be'." Then he told his mother 
all about what the missionary had 
told them in Sunday school. 

The years passed on and Jimmy 
grew both in body, in mind and in 
his 'spiritual life. He grew strong 
and able ·to stand hardships. At 
the same time he was studying 
hard. He didn't forget his resolu-

tion, for he had put 1t m a safe 
place. But every year he was more 
sure that God wanted him to be 
a missionary. 

Thirteen years after he. had 
made that resolution Jimmie grad
uated from college and from sem
inary. Now he was ready to go 
out. He applied to the mission 
board:c-and sure enough, they ac
cepted him. But _he had to be or
dained before he could go out. 

All these years Jimmie had wish
ed he could meet Dr. Jessup again: 
Now it so happened that Dr. Jes
sup was home on furlough when 
Jimmie was to be 0J:1dained and 
the mission board asked him to 
speak at the service. 

"Why. did you choose to go to 
the foreign field?" he asked Jimmie 
while they walked _ together after 
the service. 

"Because of you," Jimmie re
plied. 

"Why because of me?" Dr. Jes
sup asked. He couldn't remember 
ever having met Jimmie before. 
But when Jimmie told him about 
his visit to the class of Sunday 
school. boys it all became clear to 
Dr. Jessup. 

Jimmie went out to Syria as a 
missionary and served the Lord 
Jesus for many years there. And 
all this because he let himself be 
led by God even as a boy. 

Now, not all of you should make 
resolutions to go to the mission 
field, but all of you should resolve 
to serve Jesus only. If we serve 
Satan we sin-:--<lispleasing God. 
But if we serve Jesus, if we obey 
His commandments as the Bible 
says, then we will be well-pleasing 
to God. 

/ 
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They Brought Good News 
By Mildred B_ishop Jorgenson 

By special permission of Moody Press. 

( 14th Installment) 

CHAPTER TWELVE 

High up in the Andes, near the 
head waters of the Magdalena Ri
ver is an almost inaccessible Indian 
village. Surrounded by more than 
one hundred stone idols, they are 
almost as primitive as their far
distant ancestors who left this 
evidence of their religion. These 
Indians no longer make a practice 
of offering human sacrifice on the 
huge stone altar of the alligator 
god but they still fear to molest the 
idols in any way lest the gods be
come angry and harm befall them. 
El Cacique, the chief of the tribe; 
had much power, but the medicine 
man had greater power because he 
controlled the people through their 
superstitions. 

El Cacique had an only son, 
Eleuterio, in whom all his interest 
and devotion was centered. A 
handsome, husky lad of ten, he 
was the pride of the whole tribe. 
Although the Indians had little 
contact with the outside world, an 
archeological expedition had spent 
several months near the village 
makip.g a study of the stone idols. 
Eleuterio followed the archeologist 
about, deeply interested in the ex
cavation which unearthed pottery 
and so many other interesting ob
jects of an earlier culture. 

Soon after the departure of the 
expedition, Eleuterio became ill. 
He grew thin and pale and was 
often feverish and even delirious. 
Such an illness meant only one 
thing to the superstitious Indians. 
It was caused by evil spirits which 
must be driven out. The medicine 
man tried bleed_ing; he tried fren
zied dancing and shouting and the 
beating of drums. A magic potion 
was used to no avail. There was 
one last resort. The evil spirits 
must be flogged out of the child. 
El Cacique had often seen this 
treatment used, but to have his 
idolized son go through such tor
ture was something he could not 
bear. The medicine man insisted 
that the whole tribe would suffer 
if the evil ·spirits were not .driven 
out. 

As the chief sat with head bowed 
in sorrow, a young brave approach
ed him stealthily. This young man 
was an expert at handling a boat 
in the swift current of the Bor
dones river. Several times he had 
taken members of the expedition 
down the river to the village of 
Puente on the Magdalena river 
where they obtained supplies. 

"Great Father," he spoke softly 
so that his words might not reach 
other ears. "When I went with 
the · white men to Puente on · the 
Big River, I saw a white medicine 
man who lived in a boat. The 

sick were brought to him and he 
healed them. They told me he 
came when the moon was full and 
that he was a messenger from the 
Great God. Might he not be able 
to drive out the evil spirits from 
the little Eleuterio ?" 

There was hope in the chief's 
heart as he lifted his head. "It is 
now the full of the moon. Choose 
a brave to go with you. Take the 
child and go quickly down the 
river. Do not let the medicine 
man see you go, for he would 
surely stop you. I will stay for the 
Great Council tonight and then 
I will follow you." 

The medicine man was very 
angry when he found the lad gone. 
"The child will surely die. The 
white man is from the Evil One. 
He will not drive out the spirits for 
they are his friends. You have 
killed your own little one." 

Doubt entered El Cacique's 
mind. In things of the spirit 
world the medicine man's word 
was law. He must be right. By 
the time the chief had reached 
Puente he Wfl-S in a frenzy of fear 
and rage. When he met these 
young men, the boy was not with 
them. They explained that the 
white medicine man had taken 
Eleuterio to his home. The lad 
was very ill and the white man 
did not have the right medicine. 
He had to make haste so he_ could 
not wait for the boy's father. But 
the captain of a cattle boat was 
waiting. He wou1d take them 
where the boy was. 

As t~ "Good News" sped to
ward Santa Juanita, David knew 
that he was racing with death. 
There was only one hope for the 
Indian lad. If the typhoid serum 
had arrived from PanaIJ!la his life 
might be saved. It was not pos
sible to keep a large quantity on 
hand because it disintegrated so 
rapidly in the heat. A new supply 
had been ordered and it should be 
waiting. 

David dared not think of the 
possibility that it might not have 
arrived as he watched Manuel coax 
all possible speed from the sturdy 
launch. 

Scarcely waiting for the boat to 
dock, David wrapped the boy in 
blankets and carried him swiftly to 
the Mission Home. But the serum 
had not arrived. They went about 
to the native doctors but no serum 
could be found. There was noth
ing to do but stand helplessly by 
and watch the life ebb from the 
wasted body. Not five minutes 
after Eleuterio had breathed his 
last, David sadly faced the anxious 
father. 

"Your son is dead," he said in 
an Indian dialect which El Cacique 

, apparently understood. 

For the moment the chief's anger 
was greater than his sorrow. "You 
killed him. You are from the Evil 
One. You killed· my son," he 
screamed. 

At- his side hung a machete, that 
ever-present implement of many 
uses. With it the natives slash 
their way through the jungles, cut 
the banana stalks and crack the 
coconuts from which they obtain 
meat and drink. With it grain is 
cut; it protects from dang-erous 
beasts; it stabs the enemy. Manuel, 
standing behind El Cacique, saw 
that almost imperceptible arm 

, movement by which the knife is 
drawn for sudden use. Before 
David was aware of his danger, 
Manuel had leaped in front of 
him just in time_ to deflect the 
blade from David's breast and 
bri•g it slashing through his own 
shoulder and arm. 

The chief's anger was suddenly 
spent and he sank to the floor over
whelmed by grief. David's atten
tion was turned at once to Ma
nuel's wound. As soon as the 
bleeding was checked and the 
bandage in place, David turned to 
the sad task of a funeral service 
for the Indian boy. The chief and 
his companions seemed to under
stand that it would not be possible 
to take the body back to their 
own village for burial. 

The missionaries decided to dig 
a grave in the garden of the Mis
sion house. The Indians squatted 
on the ground stolidly watching 
the proceedings. A wooden box 
served as a coffin. The Christians 
sang several songs, then David 
gave a simple message in the fam
iliar dialect before the box was 
lowered into the ground. Like 
statues sat the three Indians. Even 
after the service when David took 
them to the river bank and engag-· 
ed passage for them on a fruit boat, 
they said not a word. · They made 
no sign when David left th,. m. 

As he walked slowly toward 
home, the question came again 
and again to his mind. "Why? 
Why, 0 Lord, did this have to 
happen? If the boy had lived 
we would have had an opening 
to that isolated Indian tribe still 
bound by idol and spirit worship. 
But we have only brought on their 
enmity and, except for Manuel, I 
would surely . have been killed. 
Why?" 

For the moment God did not 
choose to give an answer to tha:t 
question, but in the months to 
come, Manuel W<!,S to be invited 
by the chief himself to visit the 
Indian village and tell them about 
his God. For, reasoned El Caci
que, a religion which would make 
a man risk his life to save another 
who was not even of his own na
tionality, must be a religion worth 
knowing about. 

Evangeline still lacked the 
strength to make the river trip and 
now Manuel's arm was in a slint 
The gash had been deep and the 
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healing would be slow and painful. 
Esther Strong begged to be allowed 
to accompany David on the boat. 
She was an older missionary and 
in her fifteen years of foreign ser
vice had become so weakened by 
malaria tha:t David feared the 
river trip would greatly tax. her 
strength. Finally he decided to 
make the trip alone, promising 
Evangeline he would not be gone 
long. 

CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

Toward the close of David and 
Evangeline's third year on the field, 
Maria Hermosa arrived on another 
tour of inspection. Natives and 
missionaries alike were drawn to 
her; she was so understanding and 
sympathetic. When she gestured 
with her tiny hands, when her 
musical language was made even 
more lieautiful by her soft voice 
and flashing smile, the Nielsens 
thought they had never come in 
contact with a mo.re charming per
sonality. She was so pleased over 
the progress they had made in 
reaching the people; she was mov
ed to tears by the testimonies of 
the believers when they gathered 
for the Sunday services. 

At the close of the evening meet
ing, as they sat together enjoying 
toast and coffee on the starlit bal
cony, Maria surprised David and 
Evangeline by announcing that she 
had come to take them back with 
her to Mission headquarters. 

"Three years is long enough for 
anyone to stay in such a climate. 
Mr. Longley, the head of our Mis-

. sion on the field, wants to send 
you home on furlough but first he 
wants to talk with Dr. Nielsen 
about plans for the new hospital." 

"New hospital?" David and 
Evangeline both asked th~ question 
in one breath. 

"Yes, there is to be a new hos
pital built next to the Bible Sc;,hool. 
They want you to take charge of 
it, Doctor, when you return." 

It hardly seemepl possible. David 
to be in charge of a hospital! 

"But what about the work here?" 
· "Manuel will continue the river 
trips for the present. One of the 
nurses can go along to treat the 
minor cases. We expect another 
young missionary soon, a doctor, 
and I think he will work into 
things nicely here." 

It was de~ided that Alba and 
Carmen were to go along with the 
party for some training in the 
Bible School. So a few days later 
a very happy group set out in a 
truck and a car for Sincelejo. The 
trip could have been made in 
three hours by plane over the 
mountains. But since there were 
five members in the m1ss10nary 
party and much baggage, and as 
Maria had planned to visi-t several 
mission stations en route, the trip 
through the mountain pass would 
take many days of uncomfortable 
travel. . i 

(To be continued) 
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windows looked out over the sym
metrically laid gardens and foun
tains of the Palace of Louis XIV. 

Miss Susan Toews The huge ballroom harbored a 
large painting of Louis XIV being 
crowned by an angel. The Cham
ber of Mars contained the orig
inal furniture, tapestry and rug 
the "Sun King" used, while the 
bedroom of Louis XIV was gilded 
with real gold and looked out over 
the courtyard where an equestrian 
statue of the great "Sun King" 
stood. Next to the bedroom was 
the waiting room, called · the 
"Bull's Eye Room" because the 
windows are shaped accordingly. 
There was also the famous Hall of 
Mirrors, 232 feet long, in which 
the Treaty of Versailles was signed 
on June 28, 1919. In it was the 
beautiful table of Louis XV on 
which the treaty was signed. 

(9th Installment) 

Reminders of Napoleon 

- Napoleon has left his indelible 
stamp upon Paris, and visitors are 
constantly reminded of his arro~ 
gance and greatness. We visited 
Napoleon's Arc de Triumphe, the . 
largest triumphal arch in the 
world, beneath which is the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier, with the 
eternal flame burning steadily. The 
arch is in the center of the Place 
dr l'Etoile, from which radiate 12 
magnificent avenues. I was remind
ed of Canberra, Australia. 

The Dorrie des Invalides was be
gun in 1677 and was to be a royal 
chapel for Louis XIV. The in
terior is octagon-shaped and has an 
altar in each corner. Louis XIV, 
when he came· to mass, would 
stand in the center and hear seven 
masses simultaneously. Now it is 
the tomb of Napoleon and seven 
other great military figures. Na
poleon's tomb is right under the 
great dome. · Six coffins, one in
side the other, hold the priceless, 
cremated remains of the great 
Emperor; the Emperor who had 
great visions, great ambitions, and 
scattered the bones of Frenchmen 
all over Europe during his lifetime. 
While I looked at his beautiful 
sarcophagus of red porphyry and 
mentally reviewed his life, · the 
words of the Psalmist came into 
my mind when he says, " . .. he 
remembereth that we are dust. As 
for man, his days are as grass: as 
a flower of the field, so he flour
i&heth. For the wind passeth over 
it, and it is gone ... So teach us to 
number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom." 

Visiting Cathedrals 

Two beautiful cathedrals that 
have to be mentioned are Notre 
Dame and Sacred Heart. Notre 
Dame is truly a great, majestic 
building in the Gothic style with 
the triple portals, walls, arches and 
ceilings arched like hands in pray
er. The inside was filled with 
diffused light and shadows. From 
the ceiling numerous little red 
caps were hanging on chains. They 
were the red caps of the cardinals 
buried below. There was a plaque 
from the British Commonwealth 
commemorating the million sol
diers who died in World War I. 
We walked around to the choir 
loft where the coronation of Na
poleon took place. When the Pope 
was going to set the crown on 
Napoleon's head, he shoved the 
Pope aside and put the crown on 
his own head, and one on Jose
phine's head. The aghast Pope 
could only mutter, " ... that co
median." 

The Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
is different in a number of ways. 
It is situated on a steep hill 427 

feet above the Seine River. We 
had an over-all view of Paris from 
the steps of the cathedral. The 
outside . stone is dazzling white, 
and the style is copied from a tem
ple in Istanbul, Turkey, so that it 
looks like a mosque. When the guide 
took us inside we trooped along, 
busily writing in our little note
books while keeping an eye on him. 
We listened to what he said and 
tried to see everything he pointed 
out, and more. ,Even when we 
toured the cathedrals as tourists 
there were always people praying 
inside. I don't know how they could 
pray with hundreds of people mil
ling around them; they must have 
been very sincere and devout. • So 
it happened that, · while I was 
busily engaged in writing in my 
notebook and following the guide, 
my feet came against something~ 
and I realized that I had almost 
stumbled over the legs of a kneel
ing man. I was aghast! 

One Picture Missing 

Napoleon also left his imprint on 
the palace. Large portraits of Na
poleon crownif!g himself and Jose
phine were there, as well as paint
ings of battles, his officers and 

The view from the chairlift at Grindlewald, Switzerland. 

' Paris wouldn't be Paris for a 
great many people if they could 
not attend some of its night clubs 
and other nocturnal amusements. 
About half of our group went to 
five night clubs· one night, and 
had some pretty grim tales to tell 
the morning after the night before. 
Only two had enjoyed it; the rest 
were absolutely disgusted and sorry 
they went. 

Versailles Palace 

One afternoon we were off to 
Versailles, which is 18 miles from 
Paris, to visit the great and grand 
Palace of Louis XIV. The illus
trious Louis XIV was called the 
"Sun King", and throughout the 
palace the symbol of the sun, the 
giver of life and light, was to be 
seen. Even in the private chapel 
the rectangle of the Divine Trinity 
was circled by the sun-Louis XIV. 

The rooms were all ornately 
royal, with gilt-edged designs and 
motifs framing the walls an9 the 
enormous oil paintings. Crystal 
chandeliers shimmered in mid-air, 
ceilings were covered with paint
ings of the gods, and the walls 
were covered with silk, while huge 

generals, and his bust, etc. One 
huge room was a picture gallery 
of the famous battles ·of the world 
from Clovis and Charlemagne to 
George Washington. All the pic
tures of Napoleon's · great battles 
were there, except his. best one -
the Battle of Waterloo in 1815. 
Our guide informed us the English 
had that one. 

On Thursday we were leaving 
Paris for Calais, Dover, and Lon
don. In the morning we spent our 
last French francs. The Parisian 
prices reminded us of the skyscrap
ers in New York, for they had some 
things in common. 

On to England 

The train ride from Paris to 
Calais was short. There we board
ed the '.'Invicto", which took us 
across to Dover. The passage was 
windy, cold, and calm, and I was 
looking forward to walking on 
English soil once more. When we 
arrived at the Stratford Hotel on 
London's Oxford Street we met 
Miss Watson, our director, and the 
rest of the group that ha:d been on 
other continental trips. Our week's 
stay in London in July had fam-
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iliarized us with London to such 
an extent that it was like coming 
home. 

We had time to do some shop
ping next morning before catching 
the train to Liverpool. I loved 
London, it had a charm all its 
own, and a great history. . The 
English countryside is also lovely, 
with the meadows dotted with 
woolly backs belonging to sheep 
and Holsteins splashing white and 
black on green. 

It was raining when we arrived 
at Liverpool. The baggage room 
was a dismal place, and it was 
·wonderful when we could go on 
board the Empress of Scotland. 

The S.S. Empress of Scotland 

The S.S. EmpI'~ . of Scotland 
was a floating castle 666 feet long 
and 83¼ feet wide. Her captain 
was Commodore J. P. Dobson, 
D.S.C., R.D., R.N.R. After seeing 
his string of degrees we felt quite 
safe in his care. The surgeon was 
J. Prendergast, M.B. Ch.B., B.A.O., 
B.Sc., B.A. B.Litt. After seeing his 
string of degl'ees we wondered. We 
left Liverpool, England, on August 
19, at 7:06 p.m., and arrived at 
Montreal, Quebec, August 26, at 
4:00 p.m., having covered 2,868 
miles in eight days. 

We had quite. a time finding our 
cabins in the maze of corridors, 
cabins, stairs, pointing arrows, dead 
end halls, library and lounges. I 
imagine the inside of an ant hill to 
be very much like that. 

Our cabin for four was very 
comfortable and roomy. We had 
no bath or shower, but there was 
one at our disposal around one of 
the 199 corners. One of my cabin
mates was another teacher from 
Winnipeg, and the other two were 
Ontario sisters, with one of whom 
I had shared a seat on the plane. 
I was sleeping on one of the up
per berths and became quite adept 
at swinging myself up and down 
on the strap. The ladder seemed 
too risky. 

Eat Well 

The dining room is of utmost 
· significance on a boat, and it is 

with a sense of pride and accomp
lishment that you go in and out . 
when there is a gale blowing out
side and many fellow travellers are 
absent. Then also you're con
genially grouped together with 
people who have one interest in 
common-the menfi. It is import
ant that you eat well, for it will 
enable you to stay on your feet 
during a storm, provided you keep 
what you eat. To stay on your 
feet, you are advised to cut out 
liquids and oranges and eat solids 
like soda crackers. 

The first day on board we had 
to put on our coats and life belts 

· to have Muster Drill on the deck. 
We all felt terribly stuffed, hot 
and giggly and I thought of the 
Titanic. 

(To be continued) 

,..... 
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THE RELIGIOUS KALEIDOSCOPE -
Missionaries Hobble Out 

of Bed China 

Dr. and Mrs. Homer V. Brad
shaw, American medical missio
naries in China for 23 years, hobbl
ed across the boroer to freedom 
in · Hong Kong last week-Tavaged 
by disease and shockingly aged by 
five years as prisoners of the Com-
munists. , · 

Bradshaw said they had been 
reunited only two days ago. His 
wife recognized him, he said, but 
"she doesn't realize even now that 
she is in free territory . . . if we 
can get this fear out of her, she 
will start to eat again and slowly 
get her physical strength back." 

He told reporters that he had 
been subjected to slow starvation, 
but Red Cross food parcels · he 
began receiving after a complete 
physical breakdown Jast May had 
started him toward recovery. 
. The Bradshaws came to China 
in 1928. In March, 1951, they 
were arrested at their hospital 
home in Kwantung province and 
sent to separate prisons, accused 
of spying. 

· Later they were sent to prisons 
in Canton. Mrs. Bradshaw be
came ill in · 1953 and was trans
ferred to house arrest. She now 
weighs only about 80 pounds. 

* * * 
Griaham )lieports on Britain, 
Moves U.S. Headquarters 

Evangelist Billy Graham, re
turning to America from a five
week speaking tour in England, 
told newsmen that he had found 
a "great spirit of religious revival" 
among university students in Bri
tain. He also noted "an awaken
ing to the perils of Communism 
and a new sense of pessimism." 

During his week-long crusade at 
Cambridge University, more than 
400 students made "decisions for 
Christ." Graham preached four 
times at Oxfo11d University and 
won 350 more for Christ. Nine
teen colleges and universities in 
England, Ireland and Scotland list
ened to the Cambridge meetings by 
means of telephonic .relays. 

Graham, who has been in Wash
ington very much in recent years 
and has had a part of his evan
gelistic team headquartered there, 
finally has moved his entire coterie 
of assistants to Washington and 
will call it headquarters from now 
on. He and his associates occupy 
a. suite of six rooms on the seventh 
floor of the Pennsylvania Building, 
Pennsylvania_Avenue at 13th St., 
N.W. . (ERA) 

* * * 
First Soviiet-Prinrtied Bibles 
Since 1917 Now Rieady 

· The first new edition of the Rus
sian Orthodox Bible since the 
Bolshevik Revolution will be re
leased in January according to a 
report from Moscow published in 

the New York Times. The volume, 
edited by the Moscow Patriarchate 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
wiU have a first printing of several 
hundred thousand copies. Subse
quent printings are expected to 
carry its production into the mil
lions. 

The new edition will fill a crit
ical need for Bibles among Ortho
dox believers in the Soviet Union. 
Many churchgoers now carry bad
ly tattered Bibles dating from the 
last century or the early years of 
this century. . ' · 

• • • 
Baptist Evangielist Reveals 
Scripture Memory 'Secret' 

Angel Martinez, a 33-year-old 
Southern Baptist evangelist, has ac
complished an amazing feat of 
memory----'he has memorized al
most the entire New Testament, 
over 7000 verses. 

Asked what system he used to 
memorize the New Testament, he 
revealed his secret~he learned five 
verses daily practically every day, 
beginning many years ago. "I can 
memorize the five verses in 15_ 
minutes," he said, ·"but I spend an 
hour on them to get them firmly 
planted in my mind." Time also 
must be spent in review in order to 
retain the verses learned years ago. 

(ERA) 
-0--

CANADASCOPE 
Some Wheat Already Sold 

io~ 1956 ·Shipment 

Twenty or more cargoes of wheat 
for shipment through ChurchiU 
next year have already been sold. 
This wo'1ld amount to at least six 
or seven million bushels. 

Bookings are believed to be the 
earliest in the history of the port 
and are expected to foreshadow 
the biggest movement in history. 

Workmen will have put ,the fin
ishing touches to a 2,½-million
bushel addition to the Churchill 
elevator~doubling its capacity-be
fore the navigation season on Hud
son Bay opens next July. 

• • • 
Million Dollar Blaze .. 

Sweeps Building 

The Huron _ and Erie Building 
in downtown Winnipeg was left a 
mass of rubble by a fire that broke 
out early Monday morning. Dec. · 
26. For over twenty hours it raged, 
with three shifts of firemen battling 
in near zero weather to bring it 
under control. 

Two firemen were hurt and 20 
business firms went up in smoke in 
the building on Portage and Fort 
Street. 

Nearly 150 persons employed 
in the building are temporarily out 
of work, although arrangements 
have been made for the business 
firms to conti~ue elsewhere. 

A five and a half_ story structure, 
the Huron and Erie Building was 
erected in 1902. · · 

* * * 
P1earson Plieads ror· R.eoognition 

of Red China 

External Affairs Minister Pear
son, calling for bold and imagin
ative diplomacy, has said the West 
with United States leadership 
should "recognize the fact" of Red 
government control of China. 

In a signed article in Look mag
azine, he wrote: 

"We should recognize the fact 
that the Peiping government, and 
not Chiang Kai-shek, is in control 
of continental China and likely 
to remain so; that there are basic 
problems to be settled in the Far 
East which cannot be settled with
out the participation and agree
ment of -that government." 

"We can negotiate with Peiping 
when necessary and desirable with
out implying approval of that · re
gime or . without weakening our 
opposition to communism." 

---:--0-----'-

Th e World Today ' 
Opposition 1io Joining Baghdad 

Pact in Jordan 

The week before Christmas was 
full of riots a;d demonstrations in 
Jordan, protesting ·-._ against Jordan 
joining the Baghdad Middle East 
defence pact. Both the French 
and United States consulates have 
been attacked. Arab Legion troops 
had to be called to disperse the 
crowd. 

The Baghdad pact is a Western
backed defence grouping including 
Britain, Iran, Iraq, :Pakistan and 
Turkey. The proposal to include 
Jordan stirred frenzied . resentment 
among Jordanians;' who feared it 
might mean abandoning the coun
try's claims against Israel. 

* * * 
DMth Toll Mounting in Flood 

tin Oaliiorma 

There were a:t least 41 dead and 
19 presumed dead in California 
and Oregon as the result of floods 
in these states over the last week
end. Damage was' estimated at 
over $150,000,000. 

Ellsworth Bunker, national Red 
Cross president, predicted between 
4000 and 5000 families wou'1d look 
to his organization for "long time" 
aid. 

Danger area still is the Sacra
mento-San Joaquin river delta 
area and Yuba City. The Big Eel 
River wiped out two towns and 
wrought havoc right along its 
course, according to reports from 
Eureka. * * * 
RIU5S'.ia Cutting Anns Spenmng 

In a six-hour session of speeches, 
delegates to the Supreme Soviet 
in Moscow heard all about the pro
posed 1956 budget. All were full 
of praise for the proposed cut in 
defence spending. 
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Although the delegation praised 
the budget, several voiced com
plaints against prices, shortages of 

-goods and lagging deliveries. 
Finance Minister Sverev declar

ed that the saving in the military 
budget would be used to help ad
vance the national economy, edu
cation and culture. 

* * * 
Huge Budget for Guided 

Missiles 
The United States defence de

partment, proposing a big boost in 
its budget next year, contemplates 
spending $1,000,000,000 for guid
ed missi,le development. 

Practical Premiums 
for Selling 
MENNONITE OBSERVER 
Subscriptions . 

, 

You may win valuable pre
miums by selling subscriptions to 
the MENNONITE OBSERVER! 
Sell subscriptions to your friends, 
relatives, and neighbour,s-then 
choose your premium from the 
list below. Send us the names 
and addresses of the subscribers, 
the $1.75 subscription price for 
each by money order, registered 
letter, or cheque (include ex
change), ·and· your choice of pre
miums ( only one from the follow- · 
ing categories). 

Premiums 

1 Subscription 
North Rite Liquid Pencil 
Scripto Self-sharpening Pencil 
Ink-it Ball Pen . 
Flip-it Retractable Ball Pen 

2 Subscriptions 
North Rite Gift Set (Note-Book 

and Ball Pen) 
Banker's Executive Ball Pen 
Choice Children's Stories series, 
any one of the following: 

Forbid Them Not 
For His Jewels 
The Child for Christ 
Feed My Lambs 

3 Subscriptions 
Loose-Leaf Note Book (5¼x6¼) 
Altona Women's Institute Cook 
' Book 
Doctor of Tanganyika 
Sermon Outlines (Griff. Thomas) 

4 Subscriptions 
Dramatized Stories of Hymns 
Root Out of Dry Ground-Briggs 
Wells Without Water-Pederson 
The School of God-Arbogast 
Cup of Cold Water-Hutchens 
The Hem of His Garment-Briggs 

6 Subscriptions 
Books by Erich Sauer 

The Dawn of World Redemption 
The Triumph of the Crucified 
In the Arena of Faith 
From Eternity to ,Eternity 

8 Subscriptions 
Benedicte's Scrapbook (Illustra-

tions ) / 
Mennon. Community Cookbook 
The Christian View of Science 

and Scripture-Ramm 
Revised Standard Version Bible 
Oxford Bible (Pocket Size) 

Note: This offer does not apply 
to agents, dealers, and reporters. 
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SILVER ANNIVERSARY 
FOR HAAKS 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Haak of 
Matsqui, B.C., celebrated their Sil
ver Wedding anniversary on the 
afternoon of December 18 in the 
M.B. church at Matsqui, B.C. 
Many relatives and friends joined 
the family in praising the Lord 
for His goodnes to them during 
their twenty-five years of married 
life. 

Rev. H. Fast of Chilliwack and 
Rev. C. D. Toews of Abbotsford 
delivered messages from God's 
Word. A special choir of singers 
who had sung under Mr. Haak's 
direction and a group of the 
children sang. Mr. Haak has been 
in choir work for about 20 years. 

A reception in the church base
ment followed the programme. 

II Deaths 
11 

PETER THIESSEN 

<tI:nllrgrs 
CANADIAN MENNONITE 
BIBLE COLLEGE 

From Thursday, December 15, to 
Tuesday, December 20, the stud
ents have been engaged in writing 
their final examinations. Since 
then many have left for their homes 
for the Christmas holidays. On 
Saturday evening the entire stud
ent body divided up into seven 
singing groups and went carolling 
in various hospitals, homes and the 
Manitoba Home for Girls. This 
is an annual event which we call 
Christmas Cheer. Following this 
the groups reassembled in the Col
lege Chapel. Seated around the 
Christmas tree we sang Christmas 
carols, shared our experiences of 
the early evening and ended the 
evening with meditation and pray
er. 

We are looking forward to mov-

Mr. Peter Thiessen of Yarrow, 
B.C., passed away on Sunday, De
cember 18, 1955, in his home. The 
funeral was held on Thursday, De-

Those attending the riecent VS orientation school at MCC headquarteTS, 
Akron, Pa., l8l"e (beginning in back, left to right) Loren Eden. Alvin 
Penner, Betty Jane Barkman, Rubena Barkman, Verne Goering, Metta 

Ann Janzen, Tina Warkentin and William Gingerich. 

/ ing into our new College building 
immediately after the New Year. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Wiens, who 
will be looking after the cooking 
and the up-keep of the building, 
arrived on Saturday night from 
B.C. The dedication service of 
the College will take place on Sun
day, January 8, at 2: 30 p.m. 

• cember 22, in the M.B. church in 
Yarrow. 

Mr. Thiessen underwent a suc
cessful operation for cancer of the 
kidney five years ago. In June .of 
this year cancer was founp. in the 
other kidney. He was treated with 
cobalt for approximately seven 
weeks. A heart attack at the time 
necessitated a period of rest. Mr. 
Thiessen had remained quietl:y at 
home for 42 days when he suffered 
another heart attack. It is be
lieved that the excitement of a 
chimney fire may have brought on 
the fatal heart attack. 

Born on November 6, 1899, in 
Russia, Mr. Thiessen was united in 
marriage to Anna Rempel on De
cember 18, 1922. He accepted 
Christ as his personal Saviour and 
joined the M.B. Church in 1923. 
The Thiessens came to Canada in 
1927 and have lived in Yarrow, 
B.C., most of the time. 

EIGHT IN VS ORIENTATION 

Eight Mennonite young people 
participated in the Voluntary Ser
vice orientation school at Akron, 
Pa.; Nov. 29 - Dec. 16. From 
this school · they scatter to serve 
in hospitals an'd among underpriv
ileged groups. 

I 
Rubena Barkman, Enid, Okla., 

will work at Brook Lane, one of 
the MCC hospitals for the mentally 
ill; Betty Jane Barkman, Hills
boro, Kans., is going to assist in 
the · kindergarten at Gulfport, Miss 
William Gingerich, Plain City, 
Ohio,...._and Verne Goering, Mound
ridge, Kans., had worked with the 

At the funeral Rev. J. A. Harder builders unit in the tornado disaster 
brought the Gern:ian mess~ge and - area at , Cheyenne, Okla. Now 
~ev. H. Warkentm spoke m Eng- William is going to the Maine Gen
hsh: The Su1;day school class era! Hospital at Portland, Me., and 
wh1c~ Mr, Thiessen. had , been Verne to a hospital in Denver, 
teachmg sang a special song. Colo. Alvin Penner, Inman, Kans., 

He leaves to mourn his wife, An- is also going to Denver. 
na, five sons and one daughter. 

Harbison Service 
Prop.: Henry Epp 

TEXACO GAS & OILS 
Famous Madak Lubrication 
Tune-ups are our Specialty 
KELVIN AT HARBISON, WPG. 

Phone 50-5463 

Loren Eden, Valleyfovd, Wash., 
had worked during the past sum
mer on the new mens' dormitory 
at Akron headquarters. He is now 
joining the "normal control" vol
unteers at the National Institutes 
of Health in Bethesda, Md. Metta 
Ann Janzen, Ritzville, Wash., is 
temporarily doing secretarial work 
for the Relief Office at Akron; 
later she will transfer to Wiltwyck, 
a school for delinquent boys. Tina 
Warkentin, Superb, Sask., will join 
the unit working among the 
tnigrants at Coalinga, Calif, 

DROUGHT IN NEULAND 
. The last year was very dry in 
the . Chaco. All the colonies had 
drought last year, but Neuland was 
particularly hard hit. Now this 
year is proving even worse. Last 
year Neuland reported 151 mm. 
of rain from September to Dec
ember; this year there has been 
only 59 mm. It is so dry that the 
farmers simply cannot plant any 
crops or work in the fields. 

September to March is the time 
of the year when rain is needed 
to plant, sow and grow the crops. 
Add to this the heavy frost of this 
past August, and the hardship in 
Neuland becomes apparent. 

Although there is drought 
throughout Paraguay, the villages 
of Menno, Fernheim, Volendam 
and Friesland have had a little 
rain and are faring a little better. 

-0--:---

NURSE TO MEXiCO 
Eleanor Mathies, R.N:, Cottam, 

Ont., left Akron, Pa., Dec. 19 to 
join the MCC unit in Mexico. She 
will work in the regional hospital 
which serves both Old Colony 
Mennonites and the Mexicans 
around Chuahtemoc. 

This is Eleanor's second term 
with the MCC in Mexico. She 
was in Voluntary Service from 
Aug. 1949 to Nov. 1950 when she 
served as a nurse in the rural ar
eas. She is now replacing Orpha 
Leatherman, R.N., Danboro, Pa., 
who had to leave Mexico becau!le 
of illness. The Mexico unit needs 
still another riurse. 

Eleanor is the daughter of 
Abram and Elizabeth Mathies of 
Cottam, Ont. She is a member of 
the Essex United Mennonite
Church. 

Margaret Voght. 

* * * 
GOSHEN COLLEGE 

College Rec,eives Grant 

Goshen College received an En
dowment Grant of $103,400 in the 
recent Ford Foundation appro
priation to educational institutions. 
The grant is to be held as income
producing endowment to help 
raise faculty salaries for a minimum 
of ten years, after which either 
capital or income may be used for 
any academic needs. The Ford 
Foundation plans to pay the grant 
in two equal installments, one be
fore July 1, 1956, and the other 
before July 1, 1957. 

~orean Edlucafor 
Visits Campus 

Paul Myung, president-elect of 
the newly-founded Keimyung 
Christian College in Taegu, Ko
rea, spent the week of December 
8 to 14 on campus. Mr. Myung 
has been studying at Teachers' 
College, Columbia University, un~ 
der the sponsorship of the Presby
terian Board of Foreign Missions, 
and is now making an observation 
tour of Christian colleges and theo
logical seminaries in the United 
States. He addressed student cha
pel December 12. 

Students Share Christmas 

On December 18 students parti
cipated in the annual "Y" packing 
and distribution of Christmas bas
kets to the needy in the Goshen 
area. Activities before Christmas 
also included student and faculty 
socials. Groups of students were 
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entertained in faculty homes De
cember 16. At the faculty Christ
mas social December 19, a number . 
of exchange students presented a 
program of "Christmas Around the 
World." 
Faculty Niews Notes 

Registrar Paul Bender will sail 
from New York January 11 for 
Holland, where he wiH serve as 
Mennonite Central Committee re
presentative for the next two years. 
He will work closely with Pastor 
A. van Gilse at the Dutch Center 
at Heerewegen and with the Peace 
Movement in other western Euro
pean countries. The Benders left 
Goshen December 28 for an orien
tation period at M.C.C., Akrori, 
Pa. 

Dr. Bender, who has been on 
leave from his position as Registrar 
at Goshen College the 1st semester, 
has been working on the study of 
1;1:ennonite Higher Education. He 
will complete his study and present 
a report to the General Education 
Council of the Mennonite Board of 
Education at their regular meeting 
in Chicago on January 3. 

J. C. Wenger was elected dele
gate to the Mennonite World Con
ference in 1957 by the Indiana
Michigan Conference at its special 
session on Nov. 30. 

Director of the School of Nurs
ing, Orpah Mosemann, who is on 
leave for graduate study at the Un
iversity of Minnesota, is on cam
pus during the holiday season. 
While here, in addition to working 
on projects for her graduate course, · 
she will meet with the Nursing 
School faculty workshop. 

----0.,--

)Siblt Jnstitutts 
STEINBACH BIBLE 
INSTITUTE 

The pre-Christmas sessions of 
the Steinbach Bible Institute were 
concluded on Dec. 22nd, 1955, 
when the faculty and the students 
gathered for a prayer meeting. 

The usual half-hour morning 
chapel service was automatically 
extended to one .and three quarter 
hours. The time was spent in ear
nest heart searching before God. 
Sins and shortcomings were con
fessed. Prayers were offered for 
victory and intercessions for the 
advancement of Christ's cause. 
Both faculty and students were 
thankful for this quiet time. 

The Steinbach Bible Institute 
expresses gratitude for the Lord's 
grace and the assistance received 
from God's people. 

Moreover, the Steinbach Bible 
Institute has two important an
nouncements: -

1. On Jan. 2-7 a Christian 
Workers' Course will be conducted 
here for the public and the stud
ents at the Institute. Rev. Don P. 
Shidler, the president of the Gos
pel Missionary Union, will be the 
instructor. 

2. On January 8, 1956, the of-
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ficial dedication of the new build
ing will . take place. The services 
will begin at 2 o'clock in the after
noon. At the same time the In
stitute will have open · house. All 
friends . of the Institute, Bible col- , 
lege, Bible school, · Sunday school, 
public and high school teachers and 
ministers are cordially invited. Shall 
we rem,ember these events in pray-
er. * * * 
BETHANY BIBLE 
INSTITUTE 
Hepburn, Sask. 

The Bethany Bible Institute held 
· its annual Christmas programme in 

the Town Hall in Hepburn, Sask., 
on S.unday, Dec. 18. 

Anthems and carols were sung by 
the whole school choir as well as 
by the Chorus Ch~ir. The sing
ing of the Christmas cantata, "King 
of Kings and Lord of All", by R. 
M. Stults, was the feature of the 
evening's programme. Mr. J. K. 
Schroeder directed the · choir. 
Another important part of the pro
gramme was the presentation of 
"A Christmas Pageant at Bethany", 
written by the senior class students. 
· Rev. · J . Hiebert, pastor of the 

E .M.B. Church· at Langham, Sask., 
was the .guest speaker. 

Due to the lack of electricity for 
six hours during the day and ex
tremely cold temperatures outside, 
the hall was not too comfortable. 
However, the audience was still 
richly blessed by the programme. 

* * * 
GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

Day school registration for the 
second semester has been set for 
January 16 through 20, while 
evening school registration will 
take place the evening of January 
23. 

Severar new courses have been 
added to the curriculum of the 
evening school. One of these is 
The Pastor's Wife, a two-hour 
course meeting every Tuesday. 
This course will cover six vital 
areas in the life of a minister's wife, 
and will be taught by six well
qualified wives of local ministers. 
Pastoral Counselling and Christian 
Education of Youth are three-hour 
classes which will meet weekly on 
Monday evening. 

In addition to the new courses, 
the regular class in New Testa
ment Exposition will be consider
ing the books of Galatians and 
James. This class convenes on 
Thursday evenings. 
~ 

l;ig~ ~rltnnls 
ALBERTA MENNONITE 
lIIGH SCHOOL 
Coaldale, Alta. 

If you have ever been in south
ern Alberta, that country where 
the extremes of heat and cold are 
accompanied by corresponding ex
tremes of beauty and stark ugli
ness, your trip may have taken you 

through Coaldale, a pleasant town 
connected with Lethbridge, the ir
rigation capital of our province, 
by eight miles of black ribbon. 
And if on some busy weekday 
morning you stopped to address a 
man in clean overalls in "Platt
deutsch", the chances are he ans
wered you in the same language, 
for here we find the highest con
centration of Mennonites in boom
ing Alberta.. Perhaps while driv
ing_ qn a Sunday morning you 
found yourself swept along in a 
dense line of cars flowing along a 
road toward the north until you 
were swung abruptly into the park
ing lot of the Mennonite Brethren 
Church. As you parked and 
climbed out of the ·car you saw to 
the north of this church a long 
white building, rather ungainly in 
shape, perhaps in your opinio!l 
even decidedly ugly. That, my 
friend, is the Alberta Mennonite 
High School. 

For all its outward awkwardness 
our school houses a body and spirit 
that is a convincing testimony of 
the grace of God. Let us look into 
some of the rooms in this building, 
while I te11 you some of the things 

• that they represent. The most 
important room is the chapel, 
which was originally the complete 
A.M.H.S. building. In the ten 
years that it has been used two 
new additions have been made, 
giving the school its rambling ap
pearance. · Prior to assuming its 
presept role, the chapel was a simp
le country church. Many times in 
the past the Word of God has re
sounded in it, and so it does even 
now, for promptly at 8: 45 every 
school day a buzzer rings, calling 
the students to chapel for a short 
w<;>rship service. The old building 
literally reverberates with "O Can
ada" and with our favourite hymns. 
I liken our chapel to an old violin 
whose tones grow more sweet and 
more mellow as it ages. In addi
tion to this service the chapel is 
the assembly-room for our weekly 
fellowship meetings. Soci~l events, 
such as the Halloween social, the 
Christmas banquet, an odd literary 
programme or musical recital are 
held there also. This year, due to 
the large enrollment, the chapel 
must also accommodate the grade 
10 class. 

There are four other classrooms 
in the school, one of which con
tains our record-~ize grade 12 class 
of 36 sudents. Then also there 
are two large basement rooms for 
recreation. We are not as fortun
ate as some of our older sisters in 
that we have no auditorium, but 
then Susie did not receive her bike 
either until she was big enough to 
reach the pedals. The laboratory 
in the basement is not up to the 
latest standards, but at the present, 
even as in the past, the ingenuity
of our science teacher has made 
up for any deficiencies. 

There is one room · left and that 
is the office. This is the den . of 
our principal. From it every mor-
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ning the staff emerges, and into 
it sometimes even our best friends 
disappear, But for all its ominous 
appearance, the office radiates a 
warmth that even the most imper
ceptive cannot mistake. 

Along with the regular school 
work there are many extra-cur
ricular activities, some of which I 
have already mentioned. There 
are two more deserving mention, 
our school paper, The Pilgrim, and 
the yearbook. The Pilgrim is· pro
duced right in school. Typing 
students practice on the stencils, 
the editor whirls them through the 
duplicator; and the paper is ready 
for the assembly line. Usually the 
grade seven and eight girls are em
ployed to wander around the table. 
One .revolution completes one 
copy. Somebody smooths the edges, 
someone else pounds the staples, 
and presto I the latest edition of 
The Pilgrim is out. 

The yearbook of course involves 
a more complicated process and 
is printed in Lethbridge. The 
staffs of these papers are intensely 
interested in hearing from the 
equivalent organizations of our 
other Mennonite institutions. Our 
common heritage should make an 
exchange of icteas and know-how · 
very easy. We appeal to other 
students to write personal letters, 
or better yet, write to the editor of 
The Pilgrim. Do you not agree 
that it would greatly increase the 
value of our school papers if they 
contained a page for inter-school 
correspondence? With this, of 
course, would come an exchange of 
papers . . (We would like a copy 
too, -Ed.) We have tried this 
before, but our bread has not 
returned upon the waters even af
ter many days. 

Through this article I hope to 
have given you a small insight into 
our school. Our hope is that the 
Mennonite Observer might be used 
of God to promote a Christian 
unity among our people. 

Alfred Klassen. 

* * * 
MENNONITE EDUCA
TIONAL INSTITUTE 
NORTH CLEARBROOK, B.C. 

The junior high school presented 
an English literary programme on 
December 13 in the school's audit
orium, with the theme "The Story 
of Canada". . Agnes Wiebe, pres
ident of the Literary Committee, 
opened the meeting and then intro
duced Dora Neufeld, who was 
chairman for the rest of the pro
gramme. The story of Canada was 
effectively presented in songs, 
poems and skits. The auditorium 
was beautifolly decorated with 
Canadian scenes and the emblems 
of the provinces. 

This was the second literary pro
gramme of the school year. The 
first one had been given by the sen
ior high school in German on Nov
ember 3, .when the theme was "Der 
deutsche Wald". 

(Continued on page 12-1) 
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MENNONITE EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTE . 
( Continued from page 11-4) 

On December 21 the M.E.I. 
held its annual Christmas pro
gramme. It consisted largely of 
singing, with the junior, senior, . 
male, ladies', and concert choirs 
participating. The auditorium, 
with a seating capacity of consid
erably over a · thousand, was filled 
completely. 

formed high school. The juniors 
bowed to the superior Lynden team _ 
45-36. The senior game went in
tCl overtime and was still tied at 
the end of ,the first overtime per
iod. Then in the second overtime 
period Lynden outscored our sen
ior team 4-1 to win the game by 
a score of 40-27. 

Elmer Stobbe, XIII 

On tlie .Horizon 
The following night the students January 2 to 7. - A Christian 

and faculty gathered for the Christ- Workers' Course will be conducted 
mas banquet. A delicious meal was at the Steinbach Bible Institute, 
followed by an interesting pro- Steinbach, Man. Rev. Don Shid
gramme. An amusing item was the ler, president of the Gospel Mis
teacher's orchestra, directed by Mr . . sionary Union, will speak. · 
Dyck, the principal. The Drama January 8. - The dedication of 
Club presented the · play, "The the new Steinbach Bible Institute 
White CH.ristmas", which showed ~ building w1ll begin at 2 p.m. 
that in Christ all are equal, whether 
our skin be white or yellow . . Al
bert Nickel, a studenf in Grade -13, 
challenged us with a heart-stirring 
Christmas message. 

Congratulations are in· order to
President Karl Janzen and the 
Student's Council for the highly 
successful banquet. Congratula
tions are also in· order to Editor 
Henry Wiebe and his staff for the 
third issue of "The Student's Call", 
which was handed out at the . 
Christmas banquet. · 

On December 12 M.E.I. was 
host to the junior and senior bas
ketball teams from the Lynden 
Christian High, a Christian Re-
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College Dedication Set 
for January 8 

Tlie new Canadian Mennonite 
Bible College building will be dedi
cated on January 8, 1956, at 2: 30 
p.m. at the site of the new building 
in Tuxedo," just south of the Pro
vincial Normal School in Winni
peg. 

Begun in late spring, the $145,- · 
000 building wiH provide class
rooms, offices, an a-uditorium, a~d 
a dining room and kitchen for the 
over 60 students and staff of the 
Canadian Mennonite Bible Col
lege: Good weather in summ~r 
and fall made the rapid progress 
of construction possible. 

The programme for the after
noon includes Scripture reading · 
and prayer by the president, Rev. 
I I. Friesen; an address by Rev. 
J. J. Thiessen, moderator of the 
Canadian General Conference of 
Mennonites; and brief remarks by 
Rev.,H. Wall, the chairman of the 
building committee, and by Rev. 
Wm. Enns. Representatives of the 
five provinces on the College Board 
will also speak briefly, as well as 
representatives of other Mennonite 
schools. 

Distinguished visitors who will 
tender their congratulations will 
be: Mr. W. Miller, representing 
the Department of Education in 
Manitoba; Mr. R. W. Lightly, 
principal of the Normal School; 

Subscription rate: $1.75 per year. 

The Christian :Q;ress, Ltd. 
159 Kelvin St., 
Winnipeg 5. Manitoba. 
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Enclosed please find $.................... in .......................... : ........................... .. 
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Mr. Arthur Freeson, western dis
trict superintendent of the Imperial 
Bank of Canada; Mr. C. Lamont, 
mayor of Tuxedo; and Dr. H. H. 
Saunderson, president of the Uni
versity of Manitoba. 

After the dedication service the 
. college building will be open for 
visitors. A light lunch · will be 
served by the ladies of the First 
Mennonite Church, the Sargent 
Ave. Mennonite Church; the 
Bethel Mennonite Church; . and . 
the North Kildonafl. Mennonite 
Church. 
· Those intending to travel to the 

dedication by automobile may 
reach the new college campus by 
following the Academy Rd. east 
to Kenaston Blvd., then along it to 
Tuxedo Blvd., and along this to 
University Blvd., which goes past 
the Normal School · to · the · new 
building. 

Those, intending to travel by bus 
may take the Academy bus to the 
Kenaston Blvd. loop, where they 
may . transfer to the_ Charleswood 
bus, which will take them past the 
Normal School to the college site; 
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SOUL-WINNING EFFIC~ 
IENCY SUFFERS SLUMP 
( Continued from page 4-4) 
may be . a little difficult to under~ 
stand. But anyone can see what 
happens when you take Christ out 
of Christianity. Remove those first 
six letters and what is left of the 
word is not Christianity but I-anity. 

People who practice 1-anity do 
not worship God, but themselves. 
And it is very difficult to win con
verts to a church where 1-anity 
is dominant. For there is no point 
in a non-Christian joining a church 
to worship himself - he already 
is doing that in his present state. 

There are times when our 
church life--even otir prayer life-.:. 
is bent more on asking God to 
"make a world I like'' rather than 
r~uesting that He "make me 
Christlike." And when that hap
pens, we can be sure that we have 
fallen into the trap of practicing 
1-anity rather than Christianity.
Christ having been dropped com
pletely as the object of our worship. 
It doesn't take 33 persons practic
ing genuine Christianity to win a 
new convert to the church today 
any more than it did 100 years ago. 
But it does take 33 of us to do the 
job when the biggest percentage. of 
us actually are practicing I-anity 
rather than Christianity. And the 
soul-winning efficiency of church 
members is likely to drop even 
lower if we continue worshipping 
ourselves rather than Cod so that 
to the outsider it is difficult to tell 
a church member from a person 
who has never professed faith in 
Christ. The biggest of all chal
lenges, therefore, is to put Christ 
back .into the mode of living we 
call Christianity-and put him first 
in our lives just as he appears in 
the word Christianity. 
~Reprinted from Tupelo Journal, 

November 12, 1955 (ERA) 

December 3~ 19156 
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JUNGLE DOCTOR BOOKS_ 

by Paul Wmte 
Jungle Docror 

Into a jungle world of witch
doctors and black magic comes 
the light and healing of the 
'Christian doctor. The · book 
abounds in humorous incidents, 
but carries a vital Christian and 
missionary message................ 80¢ 

• • • 
Jungle Doctor on Safari. 119 pp. 

,An African i,s speaking: "For 
ten yeavs, Bwana, those stopped 
me from seeing. I could not get 
rid of them, nor could the witch
doctor, nor my relatives, but you 
.did with your little kniie, and, 
· behold, I understood how Jesus 
could take away sin, the cataract 
of the soul. So I beeame a 
Christian." .:: ...... :...................... 75¢ 

* * * 
Jungle Dotor Operates. 121 pp. 

... Samson carefully poured 
ether into the reservoir pickle
bottle, seated himself on the an- · 
aesthetic s:tool, the tubes were put 
in place, and he started to pump. 
The . football bladder filled out, 
and our five-shilling apparatus 
was working ............................ 75¢ 

* * * ' 
· Jungle Doctor Attacks 
Witchcraft. · 121 pp. 

· Once ~gruin the ladder played 
its valuable part. He caught one 
. of hi,s feet between the rungs, 
staggered ,and fell headlong. I 
took the opportunity of sitting 
on his chest, and called for Sam
son. It was amazing how courag
eous everybody was in -the short
est; space of time. . . He was cov
ered-literally covered-with ul
cers -or blackberry-like warty 
gro~hs. I cleared my throat, 
and · in my ,best lecture-hall man
ner, said: ''This is one of the 

. mo,st typical cases of a disease 
·J.i:nown as frrunboesia, or yaws .... " 
...................................................... 75¢ 

* * * 
Jungle Doctor's Enemies 

But oofore he could finish, the 
radiator of the car disappeared 
three :feet down into a deep pool. 
Someone had dug a well. . . We 
weve within ten feet of the far 
bank but there seemed no pro
spect of making it. The engine 
would not start ... We looked up
stream, and there, swirling down 
towardis us. . . was a wall of 
brown water ........................ :... 80¢ 

* * * 
Jungle Doctor Meets a Lion 

The story rnf Simba, the lion
hunter, and Perisi, a young Chris
tian African girl, and how · 
through the valley of the shadow 
of death they were led into the 
joy of the dawn .................... 75¢ 
Jurngle Doctor to the Reseue .... 80¢ 
Jungle Doctor's Oase-Book .... 80¢ 
Jungle Doctor and the 

Whirlwind ............................ 80¢ 
Eyes on Jungle Doctor .......... 80¢ 
Jungle Doctor Looks for 

Trouble .................................. 80¢ 
Jungle Doctor Goes West .... 80¢ 

* * * 
Doctor of Tangarnyilm. 191 pp. 

The big book of Jungle Doctor, 
with 34 photographs by the au-
thor ........................................ $1.35 
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