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ARRANGE YOUR HOLIDAY PLANS WITH OUR PROFESSIONALS AT CIRCLE TOURS 

MOTORCOACH TOURS, 1988 
Hawaii 
14-21-28 nights 
Departures: Jan. 7, 1988; Feb. 4; Mar. 3 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• Roundtrip flight from Winnipeg to Honolulu 
• Lei greeting upon arrival 
• Escorted by Norm Oltrey 
• Services of a Circle Tour representative to assist planning 

of additional motor coach tours. etc. 
• Return transfers between the airport and your hotel in 

Hawaii 
• Accommodation 
• Welcome breakfast and orientation briefing 

Outrigger - East Hotel- 14 Night Program 
From $1539 
Outrigger - West Hotel - 21 Night Program 
with Kitchenette 
From $2097 
Outrigger - Surf Hotel - 28 Night Program 
From $2299 

San Antonio - Tip O'Texas 
16 days 
1 Depature: Feb. 3 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• Alamo (Cradle of Texas Liberty) 
• San Jose (Queen of the Texas Missions) 
• Lone Star Brewery 
• King W illiams Historic District 
• Institute of Texan Cultures 
• Spanish Governor's Palace 
• Fort Sam Houston 
• McNay Art Institute 
• Drive through Brackenridge Park 
• Witte Museum 
• 4 nights in San Antonio 
• Shopping in Progresso. Mexico 
• Tour of Padre Island 
• Tour of the Houston Astrodome 
• Tour of the French Quarter in New Orleans 

From $1245 

Affordable Florida 
16days 
3 Departures: Feb. 4; Feb. 18; Mar. 3 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• Wisconsin Dells Region 
• Rock City/Lover's Leap 
• Grand Ole Opry 
• Bellingrath Gardens 
• City Tour of Pensacola 
• Tour PanCima City 
• Walking tour 6f the French Quarter 
• 8 nights in Fort Walton 

From $1135 

Nevada - California 
18 days 
1 Departure: Feb. 24 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• 2 nights Reno 
• 3 nights Anaheim 
• Special Arizona Touring 
• Mormon Tabernacle Choir 
• Tour of Salt Lake City, Tour Reno and Carson City 
• Tour Los Angeles/Beverly Hills 
• NBC Studio Tour 
• Disneyland 
• Grand Canyon (weather permitting) 

From $1395 
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Key West - Sunshine Coast 
19 days 
2 Departures: Feb. 26; Mar. 5 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• 2 nights Key West and Orlando 
• Homosassa Springs Nature World 
• Cypress Gardens . 
• Tour of the Kennedy Space Center 
• Grand Old Opry 
• Tour of SI. Augustine 
• Walking tour of the French Quarter in New Orleans 
• Wisconsin Dells Region 

From $1595 

Orlando - Florida Delight 
17 days 
2 Departures: Feb. 11; Mar. 10 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• Wisconsin Dells Region 
• 7 nights in Orlando 
• Disney World 
• Cyprus Gardens 
• Tour of Orlando 
• Sea World 
• Grand Ole Opry 
• . Kennedy Space Center 
• Duty Free Shopping 
• St. Louis Arch 

From $1295 

Phoenix Valley of the Sun 
18 days 
3 Departures: Feb. 2; Feb. 17; Mar. 1 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• Tour of the Grand Canyon 
• Sonora Desert/Museum 
• Tour of Oak Creek Canyon 
• 6 nights in Phoenix 
• City Tour Phoenix 
• Arizona History Room Museum 
• 2 nights in Tucson 
• City Tour Tucson 
• Old Tucson 
• Shopping in Juarez, Mexico 
• Carlsbad Caverns 

From $1295 

San Diego - California 
19 days 
2 Departures: Feb. 16; Mar. 1 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• Tour Salt Lake City 
• 2 nights Las Vegas 
• HooverDam 
• Tour Las Vegas 
• 3 nights Anaheim 
• NBC Studio Tour 
• Tour Los Angeles 
• Disneyland 
• The Queen Mary 
• View the Spruce Goose 
• 5 nights San Diego 
• Seaport Village 
• San Diego Zoo/Sea World 
• Shopping in Tijuana, Mexico 

From $1430 

All prices are per person based on twin 
occupancy. 

Blossom States 
16 days 
2 Departures: Mar. 24; Apr. 5 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• 3 nights Orlando 
• 2 nights Titusville 
• 2 nights Savannah 
• Graceland 
• Sea World 
• Disneyworld 
• Cypress Gardens 
• Kennedy Space Center 
• Tour of Savannah 
• Tour Charelston 

From $1195 

Florida - Bahama Cruise 
17 days 
1 Depature: Mar. 4 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• Disneyworld 
• Sea World 
• Kennedy Space Center 
• Daytona Beach 
• 3 day sailing to the Bahamas 
• 3 nights in Orlando 
• Busch Gardens 

From $1885 

Victoria - Pacific Island 
19 days 
2 Departures: Mar. 11 ; Apr. 5 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• 2 nights Edmonton 
• West Edmonton Mall 
• Jasper 
• 3 nights VancouVer 
• Stanley Park 
• Canada Place 
• 7 nights Victoria 
• Butchart Gardens 
• Parliament Buildings 
• Royal London Wax Museum 
• Sealand 
• Anne Hathaway's Cottage 
• Tour to Chemanis 

From $1245 

Nashville Express 
9 days 
2 Departures: Apr. 6; May 4 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• Printers Alley 
• Opryland Entertainment Complex 
• Grand Ole Opry 
• City tour of Nashville 
• Graceland 
• Loretta Lynn's Dude Ranch 
• Ryman Auditorium 
• Music Row 

From $745 

Mexico - New Orleans Cruise 
20 days 
1 Depature: Feb. 27 
TOUR INCLUDES: 
• 7-day sailing to Mexico - featuring new deluxe Ship 

" SS Canada Star" 
• Aquarena Springs 
• Tour of San Antonio and New Orleans 
• Nasa Space Centre 
• Walking tour of the French Quarter in New Orleans 
• 2 nights New Orleans 
• 2 nights San Antonio 

From $2390 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

CIRCLE TOURS 
301 BURNELL 775-8046 
OR SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 



ForeWord 

Clothing is such a basic need in this climate that it is something we tend to take for 
granted - except when we go shopping for new items and see that some bargains cost 
more than we bargained for. Some people and some families are quite gifted when it 
comes to sewing their own clothing. What begins as a way to meet a physical need 
eventually becomes a form of personal or artistic expression. Some follow patterns, 
some adapt patterns, while others begin only with an idea. Marge Koop learned to sew 
as a child out of necessity, and did it so naturally that she never really recognized her 
talent for clothing design until she was an adult. A woman with a lot of energy, and also 
a gifted musician, she is today a designer and fabricator of clothing, which she sells in 
her own shop in this city. A story by Dana Mohr on this remarkable career shift opens 
this issue. 

The Vogts contribute their second article this month describing their Asian tour. 
Specifically, they describe the work of MCC in India. That country has a lot of grinding 
poverty, more than any person or even any church agency can cope with. Yet, we must 
begin somewhere, and we must do it in such a way that people retain their sense of 
dignity and begin to do things for themselves. MCC tries to help by showing those in 
need how they can help themselves. 

Many readers appreciated Rhinehart Friesen's vignettes of Mennonite life in 
southern Manitoba earlier this century which were published about two years ago on 
these pages. His stories are being re-printed in a forthcoming book. To round out the 
series, he was asked to write just one more - it is published in this issue. And it explores 
the feelings of an elderly woman as she realizes she must give way to the next 
generation. 

Those who have children who read will appreciate Harry Loewen's book notes this 
month because he describes a grouping of books for younger readers. Just in time for 
Christmas. 

Many members of our community have wrestled with the question: Why am I a 
Mennonite? There are many examples of where, in an attempt to answer this question, 
the searcher goes beyond the ethnic/religion issue. It is also a personal search, which 
must be resolved at the personal level. In this edition is the first of a series we will 
publish in which the writers will give their own answers to the question. Eleanor 
Loewen says in this opening article that she is Mennonite because she has seen faith 
being lived and values being part of a Christian community. 

The Ben Horch 80th birthday celebration, according to the article by AI Reimer, 
was the kind of tribute that blesses both the person honored and those who partici
pated. Years of diligent service to music in this province came to fruition in the 
generations of people whose careers were nurtured by Mr. Horch, many of whom were 
present at the celebration. For a teacher to see what his students have done, and for the 
now musically mature students to give back what they received, is what celebration is 
all about. 

Our regular features are in their usual regular places - Observed Along the Way, 
Our Word, the German page, Manitoba news, etc. 

Read them. 

THE COVER: Sketch by Cliff Derksen to accompany the story, Winding Down, 
by Rhinehart Friesen on page 13. 
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Marge Koop: 
A natural talent for sewing 
opens door to fashion boutique 

If you were an avid follower of the fash
ion industry, you'd swear she just popped 
out of nowhere. And, you'd be right be
cause Marge Koop is a babe-in-the
woods in the terribly volatile world of 
haute couture, but already she has estab
lished a strong and well-deserved repu
tation. 

Margery grew up in a Mennonite fam
ily, on a farm, just three miles from Stein
bach. As a child she was quite obviously 
blessed with a gift for music, a gift she 
developed fully: to a Bachelor of Music 
degree from the University of Manitoba 
and then to a career in music. 

This career was one which gave her an 
enormous sense of satisfaction. She 
taught singing and was occasionally fea
tured as a soloist. Her biggest billing was 
as soprano soloist for the Messiah with a 
choir conducted by Henry Engbrecht. For 
three years she was director of the Treble 
Teens of Steinach after founder Shirley 
Penner left the post. So why, with what 
would appear to be a perfect situation, 
would she choose to give it up and foray 
into the fashion field? Koop's response? "I 
never sit still, I've got to move on and try 
new things, otherwise I'll become stag-

nant. I've got big dreams. Right now I am 
here, but mentally I'm way beyond." 

To talk with Koop is enough to exhaust 
a person. She has big dreams and one has 
the definite sense that this is a woman 
who will succeed in whatever career she 
chooses. If enthusiasm and determination 
are indeed key factors to success, Koop 
will rise to great heights in the fashion 
industry. 

by Dana Mohr 

Is it really possible for a person to 
plunge into the world of fashion without a 
degree in design from New York? Without 
apprenticing at a top Parisian or Italian 
fashion house? Without studying the 
eccentricities of the market? Margery has, 
and is receiving rave reviews for having 
done so. These reviews have come from a 
variety of customers, from Rhoda Feld
man, fashion editor of The Free Press 
after one of her first Manitoba Association 
of Designers (MAD) shows, and from StyJe 
magazine in an issue devoted to the 
Canadian Festival of Fashion in Toronto. 

Marge was always a top-notch seam
stress. She designed and sewed her first 
outfit at the tender age of five. "I never 
wore it, but it was just so exciting because 
it was my very own creation." Living in a 
household where sewing was considered 
second nature, Koop was oblivious to her 
abilities. "I never really thought of it as a 
talent," she admits, "we were poor, so we 
just made all our own clothing. It was 
natural. To me, sewing is like eating." 

She recalls that she, her sisters and her 
mother would have long consultations 
about how a pair of pants could be re
designed, re-cut, or re-sewn to disguise 
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the fact that they were worn out. Or how 
old items of clothing, such as a suit of her 
father, would be carefully taken apart and 
the fabric used to make a new garment, 
perhaps a coat for a younger child. This, 
again, was primarily a problem of design 
and Marge recalls spending hours watch
ing her mother carefully measure child 
and fabric, before deciding on a style and 
pattern that would accommodate both 
facts. By the time she was ten or twelve, 
Marge recalls that she would sometimes 
come up with solutions for her mother. 
Necessity and a mother creative enough 
to make necessity the occasion of inven
tion were Marge's teachers, home her 
school of design. 

Approximately three years ago, as a 
fund-raising event for the United Church 
Women (DCW) of the Fort Garry United 
Church, Koop produced a fashion show to 
showcase some of her designs. The show 
played to sell-out crowds and received a 
positive and encouraging response from 
"those in the know." 

"It all just snowballed from there," 
Koop recalls, adding, "I never made a 
conscious decision to leave music because 
I loved it too much." 

In fact, she hasn't left music. She con
tinues to act as music director at Fort 
Garry United Church and to conduct the 
senior choir there. She has also resumed 
private singing lessons for herself this 
year. Music remains very much a part of 
her soul. 

Today Koop can be found at her shop, 
Margery Fashion Design, located in the 
trendy Academy Road district in Win
nipeg - a district which is quickly becom
ing Winnipeg's focal point for fashion . 

Bonaventure 
Travel Inc. 

Contact 

Darlene Kailer 

Ruth Wiebe 

477-4581 

1-161 Stafford Street 

Winnipeg, MS. 

R3M2W9 
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The store is small, smaller than Koop 
would prefer, but for the present it serves 
its purpose. The transition from the musi
cal world to the fashion world was with
out pain. Koop feels she has been ex
tremely fortunate, "I haven't encoun
tered any difficulties at all. Things are 
going much better than I ever thought 
that they would." She adds, "It's very 
unusual for a Mennonite woman to be in 
business for herself, but I'm doing just 
fine! " 

With her tastefully decorated shop, just 
open for over a year, Koop has already 
built up a large and loyal clientele for her 
exq_uisite fashions. 

In terms of larger commissions, Koop 
designed an interchangeable group of 
uniform separates for the Treble Teens 
and won a contract to design uniforms for 
the Hymn Sing choir. 

Her creations, masterpieces of under
stated elegance and simplicity, are 
achieved by expert tailoring and attention 
to detail. These are clothes of classic styles 
and patterns which can, and will, be worn 
forever. "I like to take a classic look and 
add a twist of something a bit upbeat." 

Koop is of the opinion that a wardrobe 
is an investment. Well made classic styles 
are always "in," and the money spent on 
the clothing is well worth the wear these 
clothes will provide. "My clothes are 
medium to high priced. I'm a very finicky 
seamstress, I pay a lot of attention to 
detail, and I only use the best fabrics . . . 
anything natural - cottons, wools, silks." 
Koop's clothes are garments any woman 
would be proud to wear, garments that 
instantly become a woman's favorite 
item, and garments that will not hang in 
the closet for any extended period oftime. 
The clothes are smart, comfortable and 
easy to wear. Koop adds, "my customers 
have very smart ideas of dressing. They 
are people who are willing to buy quality 
instead of quantity." 

Although a relative newcomer, Marge 
is already very actively involved in the 
Manitoba fashion industry and recently 
participated for the third time in the 
Manitoba Association of Designers fash
ion show, held at the Marlborough Hotel. 
Koop's fashions were paraded down the 
runway with the likes of Klara Piko's and 
Pamela Ainslee's creations, and received 
enthusiastic responses from the discrimi
nating crowd. 

By far her bigget event to date is the 
MAD fashion show held last spring in 
Toronto at the Canadian Festival of Fash
ion. In excess of 1,500 people attended 
every show. All the "heavies" from the 
industry showcased their collections here: 
Alfred Sung, Mr. Jax, Linda Lundstrom, 
Simon Chang, etc. The event was intend-

ed to be a trade fair as well, but it seemed 
that many buyers were making notes 
rather than orders. As a consequence, 
Margery decided to mull over directions, 
at least for now, preferring to do a thor
ough job for her individual customers: 
custom-designing special occasion 
dresses, custom-tailoring suits and coats, 
and altering and fitting for customers who 
buy clothes from her off-the-rack collec
tion. 

It appears that Koop is going to be a 
major force in the fashion industry. With 
only a few years experience under he r 
very stylish belt, Koop is already looking 
ahead to the future . 

Expansion is in the works, and after 
that just about anything is possible . 
"There are a lot of people who would like 
to carry my line in their stores, but with a 
staff of two I'm not ready for that quite 
yet. I'm still mulling around which direc
tion to take." 

Whichever direction Koop takes is 
bound to lead her to success for this is a 
woman who doesn't know the meaning of 
the word failure . Her views on the future? 
''I'm a very goal-oriented person. I set my 
goals and once I reach them I set new 
ones for myself. I go from one perfor
mance to the other. The bigger the chal
lenge, the better." 

Keep an eye out for the Margery label 
- some of the best-dressed women in 
Winnipeg are wearing it and who knows, 
perhaps all of Canada will someday be 
looking to Margery to fill their closets. 

Dana Mohr is a Winnipeg writer who is 
editor of the newsletter of the Canadian 
Gerontological Society. 



MCC in India: 
Its programs are an investment 

in human dignity 
True f!vangelical faith is of such a 

nature that it cannot lie dormant, but 
manifests itself in all righteousness and 
works of love; it - clothes the naked -
feeds the hungry - comforts the sor
rowful - shelters the destitute - returns 
good for evil - seeks that which is lost and 
binds up that which is wounded. 

These words of Menno Simons on a 
poster in the Mennonite Central Commit
tee offices in Calcutta indicate the source 
and direction of the work that is done in 
the name of Christ by MCC in India. 

MCC has been active in India for years. 
As noted in last month's article, India is a 
land of great contrasts. Estimated by the 
World Bank to be the seventh most ad
vanced industrial nation in the world, not 
all her people share in her increasing 
prosperity because of a variety of natural 
and social causes. Nature herself dis
tributes her bounties in a seemingly hap
hazard manner in this vast land; this year. 
much of the country suffered severe 
drought, while other areas experienced 
heavy rains and flooding. In the north
west, millions of people are short of food 
and drinking water, and cattle have little 
fodder. In the northeast recently, people 
died following torrential rains and flash 
floods, which also did extensive damage 
to crops both in India and adjacent 
Bangladesh. 

While India does have surplus grain in 
storage at present, mostly grown in the 
rich agricultural area of the Punjab, this 
store could soon be depleted should the 
crisis carry over into the next crop year. 

The traditional North American re
sponse to such hunger is to send surplus 
food to areas of need. Such a response 
seems to be compassionate, generous and 
just. However, experts on world hunger 
and field workers alike have been sound-

by Roy and Ruth Vogt 
The second of two articles describing 

the writers' recent trip to India. 

ing the alarm. Sometimes to give aid 
causes unwanted problems. Sending 
North American food can depress market 
prices and discourage local farmers from 
growing their own food. It can also create 
an unhealthy dependence on foreign 
"welfare." 

Responding to such concerns, MCC 
recently passed a new food policy. Feed
ing programs are to be limited to specific 
emergency situations. North American 
food commodities will be offered only if 
the receiving countries have a deficit in 
staple foods, and any food assistance will 
be granted for a specific purpose and for a 
defined time. Food will be used as a 
resource to fund carefully planned devel
opment projects that maintain the dignity 

North American Mennonites have 
shared their wealth with their brothers 
and sisters overseas very generously. 
Unfortunately in recent years the con
tributions to MGG for the overseas pro
grams have decreased and the pro
grams have had to be curtailed. 

of the people served, or to give agriculture 
in the developing countries a boost. 

MCC in India follows these guidelines 
by assisting in programs which will offer 
the recipients of aid the resources to 
improve their economic situation. Such 
aid includes the educational assistance 
program which helps children to attain an 
education; vocational training programs 
and food-for-work programs. In addition, 
the material resource program gives aid 
in the form of wheat, milk powder, soap, 

medicines and medical equipment. These 
items are made available to institutions 
that take care of the needy and disadvan
taged, such as homes for the aged, hospi
tals, orphanages and leprosy rehabilita
tion centres. 

MCC has only two North American 
representatives in India, Peter and Greti 
Peters, who serve respectively as country 
director and Self Help Crafts advisor. All 
other staff are Indian nationals who 
belong to a number of different Christian 
denominations. Virtually all of the aid 
distributed by MCC is channelled through 
indigenous registered societies which 
have development programs or provide 
disaster or relief responses. 

One such agency is the Churchs Auxil
iary for Social Action (CASAl, an 
ecumenical body of 21 Indian churches 
and longtime partner of MCC. CASA 
director Major Michael was our host on a 
two-day visit to Jaipur in the state of 
Rajasthan in northwestern India. With 
him we visited one of the food-far-work 
projects where wheat is distributed to vil
lagers in payment for work; this wheat is 
part of an oil-wheat exchange between 
CASA, the Indian government and MCC. 

Participants in these church projects 
are, according to Major Michael "from the 
most vulnerable sectors of society. They 
are small scale marginal farmers and 
landless laborers who have been the 
worst victims of the drought." 

The wheat-oil exchange started with a 
request from CAS A to MCC for grain. 
Since India has had surglus grain in the 
past few years, but needed oil, MCC 
decided to send 2,148 metric tons of can
ola oil rather than wheat. CASA gave the 
oil to the Indian government in exchange 
for wheat from government stockpiles, 
and then spent months negotiating the 
exchange with seven different parts of the 
government. The Canadian Foodgrains 
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Bank, which purchased and shipped the 
canola oil, was also crucial to the success 
of the exchange. 

The contrasts that are so striking 
throughout India are particularly evident 
in Jaipur where the fabulous marble pal
aces built by wealthy maharajas, now 
renovated and serving as first-class 
hotels, contrast starkly with the simple 
shelters that cluster around the edge of 
the town and serve as homes for thou
sands of people. As we drove from Jaipur 
to our destination, a village some 30 miles 
from the city, we saw much evidence of 
the drought that has affected Rajasthan 
for the past five years due to failure of the 
monsoon rains. It was in fact raining on 
this particular day, the first rainfall for a 
year, so we could rejoice with the inhabi
tants at this temporary relief from the 
drought. 

We watched fascinated as our cars 
wove through the traffic, dodging emaci
ated cattle, camels pulling carts, bicycles, 
vans and buses, and twice had to brake 
sharply to avoid collisions with stately 
peacocks that wandered with casual un
concern across our path. 

The hospitality of our reception at the 
village was deeply moving. As we 
stepped from the car a reception commit
tee of villagers came to greet us, led by a 
little girl, about seven years, who put a 
red spot on our foreheads (the third eye of 
knowledge), then rice over this, presented 
us with a welcoming sugar wafer and 
placed garlands of flowers around our 
necks. We accepted this as a gesture of 
thanks from the village on behalf of all the 
people in North America who have con
tributed to the improvement of their liv
ing conditions. 

As we walked past the small school, 
which had emptied upon our arrival, over 
a slight incline, we were astonished at the 
sight that met our eyes. Hundreds of peo
ple, men and women to~ether, were 

One culture greets another. 

working steadily at a major excavation 
project, creating a reservoir and embank
ment which would help to hold the rain 
when it did fall, and later could be used to 
irrigate the land. All the work was being 
done by hand, the soil loosened with picks 
and then carried up in small basins, by 
relay, to the embankment. Payment for 
this work is four kilograms of wheat per 
day per family. When the project is com
pleted, the community will have a per
manent asset and will also have gained in 
less visible ways. Villagers are involved in 
planning from the start, and as a result 
they learn much about the advantages 
and possibilities of communal action. For 
many involved in such projects, it is a first 
step in improvement; in the recognition 
that, though poor, they can in concert 
speak to government and also take steps 
to help themselves. While we were walk
ing around the embankment, escorted by 
those in the village not involved in the 
project, several villagers were speaking 
seriously with Prabhat Failbus, CASA 

Receiving the "third eye of knowledge. " Major Michael of CASA on left. 
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area representative in Jaipur, urging him 
to consider increasing the payment, since 
in many cases it was not sufficient to feed 
a large fam.ily. 

Prabhat listened carefully to their 
arguments and told us later that he was 
most sympathetic to their concerns; also 
that he was encouraged to see that they 
had begun to speak up for themselves. 
The problem, though, is one of supply. To 
give more wheat to this community 
would mean that less would be available 
for others. 

What it means to suffer from hunger 
was brought home sharply to us as we 
stopped to "chat" with a small infant, 
perhaps about 18 months old, who was 
sitting listlessly on a little mat as her 
mother worked. We thought of our two 
bright-eyed and energetic grandsons, 
lithe and lively, who had romped around 
our cottage during the summer, and 
thought about what adequate nourish
ment would do for this child. In a poor 
family in India, the person who is able to 
work and support the family will receive 
the most food; the others must settle for 
less . 

. We were impressed by the industry 
and community spirit of the group of peo
pie who, after eight hours of toil under a 
blazing sun, would have to return home to 
complete such chores as collecting water 
and fuel, food preparation, care of live
stock and attention to the land. 

Through similar projects CASA and 
MCC have given assistance in land recla
mation; provision of wells, soil conserva
tion and reforestation programs. Many 
roads have also been built, providing bet
ter access to markets and decreasing the 
isolation experienced by many of the 
marginal farmers in India. 

Shortly after our visit to the food-for-



work project, we were able to observe 
another MCC assisted program in the city 
of Agra. A~)ra is the home ofthe great Taj 
Maha!. Not many miles from this magnifi
cent building lies a settlement of Muslim 
refugees. With the help of Moon Sharma, 
our escort for the day, and her father, a 
professor a t the University of New Delhi, 
this community has been able to organize 
a co-operative to market the products of 
their cottage industries, avoiding some of 
the heavy costs incurred in dealing indi
vidually with middle-men. Sitting in open 
shelters, working at hand-looms at floor 
level, the ir feet in the excavated pits 
be low mud floors, Muslim men were hard 
at work creating beautiful wool carpets 
with intricate traditional patterns; carpets 
that are in great demand and bring sub
stantia l prices in stores around the world. 
In the homes behind the workshops the 
wome n of the community tend their 
babies and spin and dye the wool to be 
used for the carpets. Since these are Mus
lim families, the women in our small del
egation were allowed to see the women at 
work, but the men could not do so. 

In the village, with its unpaved streets 
muddy from recent rainfall, where pigs 
slept in the hot noon-day sun, other vil
lagers carved vases, decorative plates, 
coasters and figurines from marble and 
other loca l stones. Many of these items 
are decora t e d with exquisite inlaid 
mother-of- pearl designs. We observed 
the techniques used to create intricate 
lattice-work designs in the stone; dem
onstrated by young girls who learn this 
craft early and thus contribute to the 
family income. Many items from this vil
lage are available in our local self-help 
craft stores here in Canada. 

Before leaving this village we stopped 

MCG, India, staff at Calcutta headquarters. 

to visit a family which had requested a 
consultation with Moon Sharma, who was 
in effect their unofficial social worker. We 
sat in the home of the elderly couple; the 
husband had been a gifted craftsman but 
failing eyesight had forced him to discon
tinue his work. 

They explained that their son, who by 
tradition would support the parents, was 
living elsewhere and did not keep in con
tact with them. A further tragedy was 
that their daughter, 'who sat stoically 
beside us, shared the fate of many Muslim 
wives in India. Her husband had recently 

We saw much poverty, on a scale that 
was overwhelming, and we also ob
served people working hard to lift 
themselves out of their desprate situa
tions. We saw gratitude in the faces of 
these people. 

divorced her and sent her back to her 
parents. There was little chance that 
another man would marry her as she was 
now "soiled goods." She had endured 
savage beatings from her husband which 
had resulted in the loss of the use of one 
eye. She therefore could not manage to do 
fine craft-work and participate in one of 
the main cottage industries in the village. 
There are few social services for such 
people in India. Moon explained later that 
she would do what she could to try to 
extract maintenance payments from the 
young woman's husband, and find work 
for her, but she was pessimistic. She also 
pointed out that simply to give financial 
aid was not a good solution, as it might 

encourage an attitude of dependence and 
prove to be a disincentive to finding an 
adequate means of livelihood. We had 
come to India to see how people lived; the 
reality here was heart-rending. Moon 
Sharma is an example of one person of 
high caste, highly educated, who has 
refused to take on her caste name, has 
instead taken on the burdens of her own 
people and is working actively to improve 
their standard ofliving. 

In Calcutta we were able to visit a 
vocational training centre that receives 
support from MCG. Unfortunately, there 
is virtually no government-sponsored 
vocational training in India, which means 
that disadvantaged people have limited 
opportunities to learn a trade. Calcutta 
Youth Employment Centre (CYSEC) 
trains unemployed young men and 
women in such skills as mechanical re
pairs, sandal making, electronic repairs, 
silk screen printing, embroidery, re
frigerator repairs, and television mainte
nance. As w ith other MCC-assisted 
projects, the aim of this organization is 
self help through self-employment. In 
addition to training the youth in specific 
skills, this organization helps them to 
develop and strengthen their entrepre
neurial capabilities, equips them with 
some basic management know-how and 
provides them with financial and market
ing assistance. This particular venture 
was organized in 1970 by professional 
people, industrialists, bankers and social 
workers in Calcutta. Each year, about 200 
young people are given a new start in life 
through this program. 

One of the most successful MCC proj
ects in recent years has been the intro
duction of the Rower (or Sui ash) hand 
pump. Developed by an MCC worker in 
1983, this pump is suitable for irrigation 
and domestic uses, is of simple design, 
can be easily installed in wells, ponds and 
streams and is easy to operate. Presently 
about 25,000 of these pumps are in oper
ation in India and neighboring countries. 
They are particularly appropriate for the 
small farmer and those who do not wish 
to depend on frequently unreliable 
mechanical irrigation. 

We have described what we saw: a 
small sampling of the many projects that 
are sponsored by the Mennonite Central 
Committee, with funding from Mennonite 
people in North America. If one could 
generalize, one could say that all these 
projects amount to an investment in 
human dignity, in helping people to help 
themselves. We saw much proverty, on a 
scale that was overwhelming, and we also 
observed people working hard to lift 
themselves out of their desperate situa-
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SPECIAL DEPARTURES 
2) Caribbean Cruise 
An interesting, relaxing, and fun
filled 10-day cruise on Holland 
America's 55 Rotterdam departing 
Fort Lauderdale to: Curacao; Car
acas, Venezuela; Grenada; Marti
nique; St. Thomas, Virgin Islands; 
and Nassau, the Bahamas. 
Frieda Unruh, Tour Host 
January 27 

3) Lisbon/Madeira 
Dr. David Riesen is taking this fourth 
tour to Portugal because Lisbon and 
Madeira are such incredibly beauti
ful places to visit. There's a lot to 
see, a lot to do, and it's not too ex
pensive to stay in a five star hotel. 
March 27 to April 4. 

4) Cruise 
March 26 

5) Middle East 
H. Visch; Apri/30 

6) Australia Tour 
Dr. Bernie Wiebe; May 1 

7) Europe 
Labor Management Tour; May 2 

8) China 
China, Japan, Hong Kong 
Dr. John H. Neufeld; August 1 

9) U.S.S.R. 
Dr. L. Klippenstein; May 11 

10) Europe/Church History 
Dr. George Epp; June 30 

11) U.S.S.R. 
AI Reimer and James Urry; 
August 4 

12) Middle East Tour 
October 4 

Call or write: 

ASSINIBOINE 
Travel Service Ltd. 

201-1317 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R2GOV3 

775-0271 
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tions. We saw gratitude in the faces of 
these people. While there is undoubtedly 
poverty here in North America which we 
as Christians are called to address, the 
scale of poverty is so much greater in a 
country like India. North American Men
nonites have shared their wealth with 
their brothers and sisters overseas very 
generously. Unfortunately in recent years 
the contributions to MCC for the overseas 
programs have decreased and the pro
grams have had to be curtailed. This is a 
painful situation for those who work in 

these areas and have to make hard deci
sions about where cuts should be made . 

We were most impressed by the qua lity 
and dedication of the individuals working 
with the MCC program, both the MCC 
staff and the people who are co-ordinat
ing programs sponsored by MCC. We 
were also impressed by the unanimous 
acknowledgement by Indian nationa ls of 
the efficiency and quality of the work tha t 
is being done by the Mennonite Central 
Committee. mm 

Westgate 

Mennonite Educational Society Meeting 
Monday, November 23,1987 

Christmas Concert 
Friday, December, 11, 1987 

We invite you to participate in decisions about the 

future of the development of our school. 

Together we can provide a Christian Education for our youth. 

Westgate Mennonite Collegiate 
86 West Gate 

775-7111 



MWC FAITH AND LIFE 
COMMITI'EE FIRST MEETING 
"This is an historic occasion," Paul 
KraybilJ told the members of the newly 
formed Mennonite World Confernce Faith 
and Life Committee meeting this past 
August at Mennonite Brethren Bible Col
lege in Winnipe g. 

It was the first meeting of the new 
group, calJed into being by the executive 
committee at its July meeting in Asun
cion, Parauuay, and also the first meeting 
of a major planning committee for the 
MWC 12th Assembly to be held in Win
nipeg in 1990. 

The 12- member international com
mittee has as its task to develop and co
ordinate a process by which the constitu
ent me mbers of MWC can "do some 
serious study about what we believe, as a 
basis for unity." This articulation of pur
pose came out of the MWC executive 
committee 's .evaluation of the XI Assem
bly at Strasbourg, France. 

As Jake Pauls of Winnipeg, first vice
president and vice-president for North 
America, put it, "After Strasbourg the 
question of whether we have a common 
christo logy was raised. Is MWC too much 
of a fest iva l? Can we do theology 
together? Unless we discuss our beliefs, 
our relationships are superficial." The 
Faith and Life Committee is not a standing 
commission, but a committee to work 
until the 12th assembly. 

Considerable time was spent becoming 
oriented to MWC and defining the task of 
the faith and life committee. On the one 
hand, the task seemed to be to find and 
articulate the theological unity that binds 
the 774,000-member constituency to
gether, but the committee quickly 
acknowledged the impossibility of writing 
a confession of faith for the worldwide 
fellowship in such a short time. 

On the other hand, the task seemed to 
be to provide a preparatory study that 
would lead to the 1990 conference, yet 
the committee was wary of "upstaging 
the program committee" by sticking too 
closely to a study of the conference 
theme. In the end the decision was to use 
the theme as catalyst to lead into discus
sion of confessional issues. 

The theme, "Witnessing to Christ in 
Today's World," was enthusiastically 
received by the committee. "Theology, 
ethics, and culture are brought together 
in this theme" said Howard J. Loewen, 
professor of theology at Mennonite 
Brethren Biblical Seminary in Fresno, 
California (United States). "Our task is to 
demythologize and radicalize it." 

"It's not the cozy theme that North 
Americans may think it is," agreed MWC 

president Ross T. Bender of Lakewood, 
Colorado (United States). 

As it focused on the task of preparing a 
study guide on the MWC theme "Wit
nessinu to Christ in Today's World" the 
Faith and Life Committee found that it 
had discovered something about Men
nonite and Brethren in Christ identity. 
Charles Christano, pastor from Indonesia, 
commented: "As we commit ourselves to 
the lordship of Christ. we find ourselves. 
As we want to be obedient we find our 
identity - we are no longer BIC's and 
MB's and GC's." 

Claude Baecher, pastor of a French 

congregation, summed it up this way: 
"We made a link between christolouy and 
commitment and found that our identity 
is in commitment to [common] priorities." 

Serving on the committee are Claude 
Baecher of France; Daryl Climenhaga, 
Howard John Loewen, Dorothy Jean 
Weaver and Elizabeth Yoder of the United 
States; Charles Christano of Indonesia; 
Ben Eidse, Lydia Harder and Harold Jantz 
of Canada; Elke Huebert of West Ger
many; Elias Mc. Moyo of Zimbabwe and 
England; and Hugo Zorrilla of Colombia 
and Spain. 

By Elizabeth G. Yoder 

EHR- WAY -OURSLTIl 1=: Tc 
ESCORTED HOLIDA YS 

Hawaii 
Island Colony Hotel 

Departure: Cost PIP Twin 
Jan. 8 - Jan. 22188 (15 Days) $1395 
Jan. 8 - Jan. 29/88 (22 Days) $1675 

Waikiki Sunset Resort Condominium 
Departure: Cost PIP Twin 
Jan. 15 - Jan. 29/88 (15 Days) $1545 
Jan. 15 - Feb. 5/88 (22 Days) $1895 

Island Colony Hotel 
Departure: Cost PIP Twin 
Jan. 22 - Feb. 5/88 (15 Days) S1395 
Jan. 22 - Feb. 12/88 (22 Days) $1675 

Florida 
Feb. 3, Feb. 11 

Feb. 17, Feb. 24 

$1595 ~in 
20 Days 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Nashville, Daytona Beach, Fort Lauder
dale, Orlando, Tallahassee and many 
attractions. 

Texas, 
New Orleans 

Feb. 25, Mar. 10 

$1475 ~:in 
18 Days 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Tucson, Scottsdale. Palm Springs. 
Grand Canyon, Denver and many attrac
tions. 

Australia, 
New Zealand, 

and Fiji Islands 

29 Days 
pp 

$6295 Twin 

April 3/88 and Oct. 30/88 
Tour Includes: 

- return air fare and taxes 
- 1st class deluxe accommodations 
- breakfast and dinner daily 
- 10 lunches included 
- all louring by luxury scenicruiser 
- all admission fees 
- qualified escorts 

California 

Feb. 15, Feb. 29 

$1745 ~:in 
23 Days 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Salt Lake City. Las Vegas, San Diego, 
Anaheim, Beverly Hills, San Francisco, 
Vancouver and many attractions. 

Phoenix, 
Palm Springs 

Feb. 19, Mar. 4 

$1495 ~:in 
20 Days 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Nashville. New Orleans, Houston, Cor
pus Christi, Brownsville, San Antonio 
and many attractions. 

For Detailed Information and 
Your New 1988 Colour Brochure 

Call 338-7011 
Or See Your Local Travel Agent 
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This is the last of a series of stories 
about early life in Manitoba that have 
been published in recent years in the 
Mennonite Mirror. A collection of these 
stories by Dr. Friesen will soon be pub
lished by Hyperion Press of Winnipeg. 
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Sketch by Clift Derksen 



_______ W~i ___ n ___ d __ i~ng Down 
Margaretha could hear the voices of 
the men in the next room. She could even 
understand what they said if she tried 
hard enough. She knew they didn't want 
her he lp but she paused from her mend
ing from time to time in order to make 
sure that she knew what was going on. 
She hoped they would be as kind to Jacob 
as possible while they did what they had 
todo. 

In the room besides Jacob, her hus
band, there were the three men of her 
immediate family: Peter, her oldest; J. 1., 
Maria's husband; and her other son-in
law, Simon Sobering. Young Jake, her 
other son should be there too but it was 
too far to come from his home in Sas
katchewan. Although it was nearly four 
years since Simon married Helena, he 
was still accepted as a member of the 
family rather reluctantly. The trouble 
was, he was not a Mennonite by birth. He 
had been converted and duly baptized as 
an adult, and spoke Plautdietsch almost 
perfectly. But there was still always that 
niggling feeling that he was not quite one 
of them. They had come together to take 
care of their affairs, that is, Jacob and 
Margaretha's affairs, relating to both 
their business and living arrangements. 

Margaretha didn't mean to be un
grateful, but she was not at all sure that 
they needed help. Being a woman, the 
business was no concern of hers, but it 
was obvious even to her that it was mak
ing more money than they needed under 
the existing arrangement. Peter was in 
charge of the day-to-day operation of the 
flour mill and J.1. of the lumberyard. 
Jacob still owned everything and had the 
last say in any decisions, although in the 

last few years he had tended to let things 
ride. She considered him quite young and 
capable in spite of his 72 years. True, he 
used a walking stick because his legs 
bothered him. Since his operation for cat
aracts he couldn't see as well as he used 
to, even with thick glasses. He sometimes 
missed parts of the' conversation in a 
crowd, but he maintained there was 
nothing wrong with his hearing if only 
people would speak slowly and stop 
mumbling. He was still active, and 
enjoyed going to the mill almost daily to 
talk to customers. Or maybe he just 
missed the familiar environment. He said 
the vibration of the building from the 
grinding machinery was like the purring 
of a big fat contented cat. He also said that 
when he went into the hot oily-smelling 
engine room it made him feel like a giant 
to think how easily he could control the 
awesome power of the huge coal-fired 
steam engine. 

Margaretha's attention was drawn 
from her work to listen to what Peter was 
saying, "I don't mean it should all come to 
me just because I'm the oldest, but we 
must keep voting control here in Gretna. 
Otherwise how would we manage an 
emergency decision if we first had to dis
cuss it with Simon and Helena on their 
farm and especially Jake in Saskatche
wan?" Peter certainly was capable of 
running the show alone, she thought, 
perhaps even better than Jacob had ever 
been. However, at times he needed a 
restraining hand because he was impul
sive and overambitious. For example, 
there was the time he sold a boxcar full of 
flour to somebody in Montreal. When he 
couldn't collect for it and went to the East 

by Rhinehart Friesen 

personally, he could find no trace of the 
man he was looking for and his mailing 
address was an empty shack. Peter was 
speaking again, "No, I don't mean you 
should give up all your property at this 
time, Father, we are just talking about the 
best way to keep the mill and lumber 
business going. Until you die you can keep 
control of the farm at Silberfeld, the 
quarter section in the States and all your 
other properties and even change your 
will if you like." 

She recognized the next voice as her 
husband's. "Show me first how well you 
have done in the past year or two since I 
left things mainly in your hands." She 
heard Peter give some figures which 
meant little to her. Then her husband 
spoke again with a hint of sadness and 
resignation in his voice, "Well my boy, if 
you can do that well, carry on." The deal 
that they finally arrived at was that Peter 
should get one half, Maria and J.1. one 

. quarter, one eighth to Jake, and one 
eighth to Helena and Simon. Margaretha 
considered these fractions fair or possibly 
somewhat generous to the girls. She 
would not have been surprised if the 
whole thing had gone to Peter. That was 
the way it was often done with farms 
because otherwise the farms would all 
become too small. At any rate it didn't 
look as if Lena was to get less than her 
share because of marrying Simon. 

Poor Jacob! Last night he paced the 
floor for hours and it was not because of 
his usual trouble of having to get up to 
relieve himself so frequently . It was 
because he suspected what the meeting 
was about. She didn't think he was so 
afraid of growing old or even dying. But 
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no matte r how they tried they couldn't 
hide from him that what they were doing 
would d e crease his standing in the family 
and community which he had worked so 
hard to achieve. Through good times and 
bad her Jacob had been a source of 
strength and dependable provider. When 
times were good, he thanked God for His 
kindness and when they were bad he 
faced them with faith and fortitude. As far 
as she was concerned he fully deserved to 
be treated like an Old Testament 
patriarch, respectfully and indulgently. 

She smiled inwardly as the word 
'indulgently' passed through her mind. 
He really was a bit of a fraud and not 
nearly as self-confident as he made out. 
Before making important decisions he 
usually talked about them as if he was 
talking to himself, trying to convince him
self that he was deciding the right thing. 
Her part in the dialogue was not, as she 
used to think, to help him find all the 
possible courses of action and the pros 
and cons of each. The more factors there 
were to be considered the more confused 
and unsure of himself he became. She 
found it was better to listen for clues 
which suggested which alternative he 
favored, and then for her to emphasize 
the advantages of that plan. It was proba
bly the best choice anyway, and if she said 
so it gave him the confidence needed to 
carry it out resolutely. In the situation that 
now confronted them there was obviously 
only one choice. Any woman could see 
that. Eventually everybody grew old and 
had to adapt. 

What then could she do to ease the pain 
of today's events as he saw them? First, 
she decided, she would cook his favorite 
meal of Kjieitje, smoked sausage, and sour 
cream gravy. Then, taking the attitude 
that for some time he really had been 
wanting to retire, she would emphasize 
a ll the good points she could think of for 
doing so. Perhaps she could distract him 
by suggesting another long trip. A few 
years ago the doctor had prescribed six 
months in California to get him away from 
the dusty mill as a treatment for his 
asthma. They had both enjoyed their 
winter in the sun. 

Just then Maria burst into the back door 
and exclaimed, "Mother, I don't have 
time to talk about it right now, but it's just 
impossible for me to live in that crowded 
little house any longer. You just have to 
decide what furniture you want to take 
with you when we trade houses and then 
get on and do it." 

"Oh, Maria, please! You're jumping to 
conclusions again. I didn't say we'd move. 
I just said 1'd think about it." 

"Mother, don't change your mind 
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again. You admitted this big house was 
too much work for you. And I'll go crazy if 
I try to get through another winter 
cooped up in mine with all those kids. I 
can't stay now because little Henry needs 
nursing. I'll be back after supper to make 
final plans." 

"Please not tonight, Maria. Your father 
and I have some important things to talk 
about between ourselves before bed
time." 

Margaretha walked to the door with 
Maria, again agreeing that exchanging 
houses had much to recommend it and 
promising to make up her mind as soon as 
she could. Then she retreated to the 
familiar Gemutlichkeit of her old sofa. 
Why couldn't people leave them alone? 
And why did everything always have to 
be done in such a hurry? She tried to 
compose herself. Perhaps she was mak
ing too much of her attachment to this 
house. 

She thought back to the time Jacob 
built the 'new' house for her and why it 
caused such a stir among her friends. At 
that time most of them still lived in the 
traditional Mennonite house-barn whose 
basic pattern had changed little in two or 
three hundred years. But Jacob, because 
of his experience at the lumberyard, 

learned to appreciate the advantages of 
other building techniques. So this was not 
a single storey residence with a large 
storage loft above it, a built in brick oven, 
and a small root cellar baseme nt.. Al
though he broke with tradition, by avoid
ing extravagance and ostentation Jacob 
tried not to offend the church. That is, he 
did not use the mahogany and othe r 
exotic wood trims which could be found in 
the homes of some of his wealthy Cana
dian customers. 

To him, adding a second floor was a 
way of building a larger house without 
spreading it out too much. For her part, 
she saw it as a way to separate a quiet 
sleeping area from the more public active 
living area. So he built the second storey 
with four bedrooms surrounding a large 
central hall. Instead of the customary 
wardrobe, each bedroom was comple te 
with its own built-in clothes closet. 

She would miss the conveniences of 
this large kitchen-dining area in which 
she was resting. The iron stove was com
plete with a high warming shelf. She had 
a constant supply of hot water from the 
attached reservoir at the end ofthe stove . 
There was no need to carry in water or 
snow because near the back door the re 
was a built-in washstand with a pump to 

The Honourable Judy Wasylycia-Leis, 
Minister for Manitoba Culture, Heritage 

and Recreation invites you to 
participate in the Prix Manitoba 

Awards Program 
The first awards for multiculturalism will be presentee at the Mani

toba Intercultural Council Biennial Assembly, Saturday, November 
21 at 7 p.m. 

Individuals and organizations which have enriched the lives of all 
Manitobans by their contributions to the multicultural community will 
be honored in the following categories: Distinguished Service Voca
tional; Distinguished Service Volunteer; Culture; Heritage; Educa
tion; Immigrant Settlement; Human Rights; Media and 
Communications and Cross-Cultural Awareness. 

The Executive Committee of the Manitoba Intercultural Council 
is the Multicultural Advisory Committee of the Awards Program. 

Award: "Prairie Rainstorm - Prairie Gold", a bronze sculpture 
designed by Gordon Reeve and manufactured by T.X. Artcast. 

Nomination forms and brochures are available at the following 
outlets: 

• Cultural Resources Branch, 8th floor , 177 Lombard Avenue, 
Winnipeg 

• Culture, Heritage and Recreation Regional Offices 
• Manitoba Intercultural Council, 500-283 Bannatyne Avenue, 

Winnipeg 
• Public Libraries 
• Ethno-Cultural Centres 
• Multiculture Educational Resource Centre, first floor, 

1181 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg. 
••• Deadline for nominations: Friday, November 7,1987. 

For additional information phone: 945-3847 

Manitoba 
Culture, Heritage 
and Recreation 



draw wa ter from the la rge concrete 
cistern in the basement. Jacob had even 
put a door in the enclosure around the 
washstand so she could readily keep 
unpleasant things like floor rags or the 
slop pa il for waste water out of sight. They 
had kept one important traditional fea
ture; an attached summer kitchen made it 
possible to keep the rest of the house cool 
in spite of all the necessary baking and 
cooking. 

Unlike the small dark storage cellars 
she was accustomed to, this house had a 
full basement. Half of it was cool and 
contained bins and shelves for the 
winte r'S vegetables, preserves, and 
smoked meats. The other half contained 
the huge hot air furnace like a monstrous 
spider with sprawling legs. Between and 
around the tangle of ducts Jacob had 
found space for a winter workshop. The 
ducts carried hot air to registers in the 
floor on the first storey and even one in 
the hall on the second floor. She had 
never been able to figure out why there 
had to be cold air registers as well. 

Margaretha stood up and straightened 
her beribboned bonnet. She would cer
tainly take this black sofa with her. It was 
the best place for her to find relief from 
the stomach cramps which were becom
ing increasingly bothersome. She would 
also take this chair. It was where Jacob sat 
to comfort her sometimes by reading 
familiar passages from the Bible or even 
singing. hymns from his book which had 
numerals instead of notes. Although he 
always wore his glasses when he did so 
she knew his performance was mainly 
from memory. His voice was still surpris
ingly strong. She continued her tour 
through the house touching this and that 
as she went, trying to decide which arti
cles she could give up. She became more 
and more emotional as she surrendered 
to the memories they brought back. 

This was the bed in which she nursed 
both her namesake Margaretha and Sara 
through their long final illnesses. Jacob 
had raised it so there would be less strain 
on her back in caring for them. Why had 
God taken them just as they were enter
ing young womanhood? Why had .God 
taken those ten others as babies or in 
early childhood? Even Jacob never had 
satisfactory answers to those questions. 
He said not to blame God, blame this hard 
country instead. But that was no good, 
because it was God who brought them 
here in the first place. 

She sat down on her rocker and a few 
tears coursed down her wrinkled cheeks. 
As had frequently happened in the past 
when they were going through difficult 
times, scenes from her happy childhood 

in Russia passed through her mind. As 
she started imagining what life might be 
like for them if they had never come to 
Canada she stopped daydreaming 
abruptly. "What's the matter with me, 
anyway? Although we lost some babies 
our settlement has survived. Even pros
pered. The government has kept most of 
its promises to us. There is no inter
ference with our religion. Most important, 
although the country is at war, no Men
nonite boys have been taken away to kill 
and be killed. And as for Russia, who 
would want to go back to Russia now with 
its civil war, murdered Czar, and bandits 
everywhere?" 

She went to a window and flung it 
open, as if by clearing the air she could 
also clear her thoughts. There stood the 
'little' house surrounded by green grass 
and dwarfed by giant cottonwoods. In the 
sandbox, a boy and girl. 

Like herself and Jacob, the 'little' house 
was far from new and had seen much 
living. It was built originally for Peter and 
Hattie at the time of their marriage. She 
happily watched it fill up with grand
children until it could hold no more. Then, 
fifteen years ago, Maria moved into it as a 
bride. Now Maria too was desperate for 
more space because her family had 
grown to eight. Because the houses were 
close together with just a driveway be
tween them she had been able to help 
Maria a lot, especially whenever a new 
baby arrived. In recent years more and 
more it was Maria and her girls that had 
done the helping. Margaretha was glad 
that trading homes need not interfere 
with this. 

Of course she would exchange houses. 
What possible use did she have for four 
bedrooms? And while she was at it she 
would also give Maria most of the down 
comforters, quilts, and pillows that were 
stored in them. She must remember to 
give Lena an equal share. She resolutely 
blocked out any feelings of loss and regret 
as she considered giving up these prized 
possessions, representing the accom
plishments of a lifetime. She knew exactly 
how Jacob must feel. 

Poor Jacob. She must think of some 
activities to keep him busy. Perhaps 
something to do with the children. He 
enjoyed just sitting and watching them 
play or having the little boys around when 
he puttered in the tool shed. That gave 
her an idea. There was no space in the 
little house for a workshop. Maybe he 
could keep his present one in the base
ment and Maria could encourage the boys 
to help him there. 

But first she must cook the KjieJtje. mm 
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In this edition we announce G. C. Peters, of 
Niverville as the winner of the September 
contest. There were 56 entries. 

The letters are to be re-arranged and writ
ten in the squares to form words. Letters 
which fall into the squares with circles are to 
be arranged to complete the answer at the 
bottom of the puzzle; the drawing to the right 
provides a clue. 

Answers to September were reap, apple, 
fruit, wheat, golden, and routine. 

A winner will be drawn from among the 
contest entries and the prize awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror office by 
December 15,1987. 

Name 

Address 

City/Town 

Postal Code 

Send Entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
207-1317A Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G OV3 
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Ayear-iong 
look in 
the Mirror? 
Your Gift Subscriptions 
may be included on a 
separate sheet. 

Subscribe this week and you 
will receive the Mirror each 
month and see more of the 
magazine that tries to take a 
comprehensive look at what 
Mennonites in Manitoba are 
doing. 

The Mirror is published 10 
times each year from Sep
tember to June. 

The current annual sub
scription (10 issues) is 
$12 for one year 
$22 for two years 

Send your cheque or money 
order, together with the 
coupon below to: 

Mennonite Mirror 
207 -1317 A Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3GOV3 

name 

address 

address 

city/town 

postal code 
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Books for 
Young Readers 

Noted by Harry Loewen 

Mattie Loves All 
This is a book for young children writ

ten by Mildred Grimley. The book tells the 
story of a young woman who was among 
the first women and the first black sisters 
to be called to the ministry in the Church 
of the Brethren. The book is based on the 
life of Martha Cunningham Dolby (1878-
1956), who was installed December 30, 
1911, and preached for several years at 
churches in south-east Ohio. 

The book, which contains many colored 
pictures, may be obtained from the 
Brethren Press, 1451 Dundee Avenue, 
Elgin, Illinois 60120. 

Gladys Makes Peace 
This book by Jan Hogan is also for small 

children. The story is based on the life of 
Gladdys Esther Muir (1895-1967) who 
was an outstanding educator for many 
years. In addition to her writings on 
Brethren history, she founded the Peace 
Studies Institute at Manchester College, 
the first progamme of its type in the 
world. 

This book includes many colored pic
tures. The book may be obtained from the 
Brethren Press, Elgin, Illinois 60120. 

Discovering Spring Through 
a Child's Eyes 

When is it spring? a child wonders. 
"Come, I'll show you," Mommy answers. 
Out in the flower bed tiny green knobs are 
peeping out ofthe ground. "That will be a 
tulip and this a crocus!" Mommy says. 
That's what happens when it's springl 

That's What Happens When It's Springl 
portrays the sights, sounds, colors and 
special feeling of spring as experienced 
through the eyes of a rural youngster. It is 
designed for children' three to six years 
old and includes four- color artwork and a 
printed cover. 

The book is written by Elaine W. Good 
and illustrated by Susie Shenk. It is pub
lished by Good Books, Intercourse, Pa., as 
part of the publisher's new children's 
book line, "Good Books for Young Read
ers." (Price: $12.95 U.S., hardcover) 

Children's Book on Amish Life 
It is early in the morning. All through

out the countryside gas lamps are lit. 
Here and there, across the fields and over 
the creeks, twenty-eight Amish boys a nd 
girls are waking up at the start of u very 
special day. Soon they will walk to school, 
where they and their parents will . cele
brate the last day of classes with a picnic. 

In their book, The School Picnic, author 
Jan Steffy and illustrator Denny Bond 
provide a warm, fascinating and some
times humorous look at the Amish com
munity of Lancaster County, Pennsylva
nia. The world they show is one without 
electricity, cars or modern appliances, but 
full of laughter, food and love. 

The School Picnic is designed for chil
dren four to eight years old and includes 
four-color artwork and a printed cover. It 
is published by Good Books, Intercourse, 
Pa., as part of its new children's book line, 
"Good Books for Young Readers." (Price: 
$12.95 U.S., hardcover) 

'Tibbles' Tells Story of Friendliness 
Mrs. Tibbles worked in a large depart

ment store. She sold shoes! Every day she 
would run back and forth helping shop
pers find shoes that fit. One evening, just 
as she was getting ready to go home, the 
boss came to speak with her. "Mrs. Tib
bles, " she said, "a very special person will 
be in the store tomorrow." Who would the 
special someone be? 

Mrs. Tibbles and the Special Someone 
by Jeanine Wine tells a story of friend
liness and discovery in an urban setting. 
The book is designed for children 4 to 8 
years old and includes four-color artwork 
by the author and a printed cover. 

Mrs. TibbJes is published by Good 
Books, Intercourse, Pa., as part of the 
publisher'S new children's book line, 
"Good Books for Young Readers." (Price: 
$12.95 U.S., hardcover) mm 



Why I am a Mennonite: 

The experience of seeing 
faith being lived 

and feeling a part of a community. 

The designation "Mennonite" wasn't 
part of my consciousness until I was about 
eight years old, when my parents became 
part of the core group establishing First 
Mennonite Church in Calgary, Alberta. 
Until that time we attended the United 
Church where my father was quite active. 

After the family moved to British 
Columbia and became active in the West 
Abbotsford Mennonite Church, my spir
itual formation as a Mennonite took hold 
more firmly. This is attributable to the 
strong partnership between our home 
and church. 

Expectations for the Christian life were 
very clear - sometimes too clear for some 
of us young people. The biblical basis 
given by the Rev. H. M. Epp for some of 
the "do's" and "don'ts" didn't quite fit as 
far as many of us were concerned. Yet, as 
I look back, there was also a caring and 
concern for us as persons which came 
through, especially in individual conver
sations with pastors and other older per
sons. 

During my formative years, the foun
dation for becoming Mennonite was laid 
through the educational and other pro
grams of our church. Being Christian and 
Mennonite were synonymous. 

Also, having grandparents living next 
door for most of my growing-up years 
greatly influenced my values and beliefs. 
Our family story about life in Russia was 
part of many an evening sitting on the 
bench outside Grandpa and Grandma 
Loewen's house. I liked hearing the sto
ries and felt a sense of belonging to a 
larger group, a people with a strong bond 
created by a common history, a common 
life in Russian villages and a common 
struggle in leaving that country. 

Having Mennonite parents and 
closely-knit, extended families who 
shared their stories was important in 
forming who I am as a Mennonite. One 
side of the family is primarily General 

by Eleanor M. Loewen 

Conference and the other primarily Men
nonite Brethren, so the line between the 
two groups has always seemed rather 
thin. 

The greatest influences in determining 
why I am a Mennonite were the strong 
emphasis, in home, church and school, on 
education and service. 

Becoming a Christian was not enough. 
There are responsibilities that come with 
that commitment. One is that education is 
important for growth in and understand-

Since its inception years ago, the Mir
ror has addressed the problem of defining 
Mennonites and Mennonitism in various 
ways, on various occasions, with varying 
success. From Harry Loewen's editorials 
on the Anabaptist tradition to Jim Braun's 
exposes of the Mennonite male psyche, 
from the reviews of books and perfor
mances to the reports of institutional 
crises, from Mary Enns' quiet willingness 
to allow the subjects of her interviews to 
speak in their own voices to Roy Vogt 's 
wry and unabashedly opinionated obser
vations of people and places, the Mirror 
has reflected how we see ourselves and 
how others see us. With this issue and the 
article that follows, we begin a new series 
of such reflections. Several individuals 
have been asked to speak to one of two 
statements - "W'by I am a Mennonite" or 
"W'by I am not a Mennonite" - or to 
speculate on the questions, "Am I a Men
nonite?" The faces in these Mirrors may 
or may not be ones you recognize. We 
have not pursued well-known person
alities in the community nor have we 
looked for people with typical life stories. 
The points of view in this series will be 
personal, perhaps idiosyncratic, for the 
purpose of this series is not to celebrate 
what we share, but to look through face
ted eyes at collections of assumptions and 
beliefs labelled Mennonite. 

ing of Christian discipleship. It was no 
coincidence that West Abbotsford be
came the first General Conference Men
nonite Church to become a member ofthe 
Mennonite Educational Institute (MEl) 
Society. Getting a high school education 
from teachers with similar values and 
beliefs in one of "our" schools was impor
tant. 

Thus the partnership in forming who 
and what I was becoming was extended 
from family and church to include the 
high school. Sometimes I wondered 
whether the perspective we got was too 
narrow at MEl, since I recall thinking that 
Mennonites would probably be more 
favoured for getting into heaven than 
persons from the "English" churches. 
(Fortunately that perception was given a 
different perspective when I attended the 
University of British Columbia and par
ticipated in the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship.) 

Education beyond high school in one of 
"our" schools was also important. Bethel 
Bible Institute was next door to the 
church, so there was considerable inter
action between students, staff and con
gregation. Canadian Mennonite Bible 
College was in its infancy stages at that 
time. "West Abbotsforders" returning 
from CMBC were given recognition and 
responsibilities when they returne d 
home. I recall being impressed by some of 
the students who returned even for a brief 
time, people like George Wiebe and Frank 
H. Epp. These contacts and messages 
from persons in leadership positions, I'm 
sure, influenced my decision to attend 
CMBC. 

The British Columbia Mennonite Youth 
Organization was a key in extending the 
Mennonite family and in providing 
another set of role models for what it 
meant to be Mennonite. 

Touring choirs, especially from Bethel 
College in Newton (Kansas), introduced us 
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to more of "our" schools: only the last 
names of choir members were different. 
Th e Ge n e ral Conference Mennonite 
world a lso included persons with last 
names like Voran and Preheim. A win
dow was opened to the larger Mennonite 
family. 

Service was "natural" for many of us in 
West Abbotsford, myself included. This 
was modeled in the home and by persons 
like the Peter Derksens, missionaries to 
Japan, and the many who went into MCC 
service. When my time came, I checked 
the General Conference Voluntary Ser
vice brochures. My first choice was the 
camp furthest away from home, Camp 
Friedenswald in southern Michigan. I 
believe that this experience was influen
tial in my being Mennonite. Another win
dow to the Mennonite mosaic was opened 
and the Swiss part of the family was 
introduced. Belonging to a Church with 
such a rich background was becoming 
more special and more meaningful as 
contacts grew through this service 
opportunity. 

At this time I was also introduced to 
faculty from two more of "our" schools, 
Bluffton College (Ohio) and Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary. Becoming acquainted 
with persons from Goshen College (In
diana), who worked at camp, introduced 
me to the "Old" Mennonite part of the 
family with a new set of last names like 
Yoder and Miller. 

From this point education, service and 
career intertwined primarily in the Men
nonite world, with a few side trips outside 
the Mennonite world, specifically for edu
cation beyond college and two years of 
teaching at the American School of 
Kinshasa, Zaire. 

After my first summer at Camp Frie
denswald, I entered my first year of public 
school teaching in Kamloops, British 
Columbia. Most of the Mennonites at
tended the Alliance Church, since there 
was no Mennonite Church in Kamloops at 
that time. Why am I a Mennonite? My 
recollections went back to the Kamloops 
experiences in the Alliance Church and I 
remember thinking that they have as 
many problems as the Mennonite Church, 
so I decided to remain with the Men
nonites. 

Belonging to a church that believes 
that education and service are vital to 
one's Christian witness is important. In 
this I carry on the message of the West 
Abbotsford generations who taught me. 

I am also a Mennonite because Men
nonites strongly believe that education 
and scholarship must happen within the 
faith community. This is reflected in the 
teaching/learning materia ls provided 
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through the cooperation of several con
ferences and in the founding of Bible 
schools and Bible colleges. 

One way of summarizing my pil
grimage is to paraphrase a quote from the 
Religion Teachers Journal (November/ 
December, 1983, p. 5). Why am I a Men
nonite? Not because the Mennonite 

REVIEW 

Church is best, better, or even claims to 
have the ultimate answer to all questions 
but because 1, a member of the Mennonite 
Church, experienced others ofliving faith, 
felt welcomed, and am able to live the 
Christian message within the tradition of 
this Church. mm 

Children's choir concert 
celebrates 30-year milestone 
In its 3D-year history, the Mennonite 
Children's Choir has earned a reputation 
for "good music." Its performances which 
appear so effortless and polished are the 
result of discipline and hard work. The 
credit for this high level of quality goes to 
Helen Litz, who founded the choir in 1957 
and who continues to insist on a level of 
commitment and performance that leads 
to excellence. 

Those qualities were evident this past 
Thanksgiving Monday when the choir 
gave its 30th anniversary concert in the 
Centennial Concert Hall. 

The main floor of the hall was mostly 
full and the spectators appeared to be 
comprised mostly of family, friends, and 
grandparents of performres with a sprin
kling of people who had no connection 
with the choir. This was an unfortunate 
mix because the choir is certainly good 
enough to earn the loyalty of those who 
love music in the same way they support 
other performing groups. 

The evening's program was a series of 
song-groupings around topics - thankful 
praise, faith, fantasy (somewhat of a mis
nomer), joyful celebration, prayerful con
templation, psalms, and selections from 
musicals. 

The current choir, which was featured 
in the first half, was at its best when 
singing what might be called the 
"serious" numbers, such as Wir Eilen 
(Bach) and Alleluia (Mozart). It was with a 
number of this type that the choir seemed 
most at home and where its musical dis
cipline was most evident. As well, there 
was clear evidence of the joy and rever-

ence that makes a performance convinc
ing. 

The choir was not so successful in those 
numbers where movement and acting 
were required. The music was still pleas
ant to the ear and competently done, but 
the naturalness was gone. 

A variety of composers and arrangers 
were featured, including works by Mrs. 
Litz and her son Reg. But the work of two 
people was highlighted - one was the 
performance of Snowy Clouds on a Sum
mer Day, by Ruth Artman, who was pre
sent to lead this premier, and the other 
was a setting of Psalm 148 by Esther 
Wiebe, who listened from the audience as 
a mass choir of past and present singers 
presented her work. 

The first part of the concert program 
was by the current choir, while the sec
ond half was a combination of "old" and 
"new" members. The "old" were, of 
course, choristers of the past 30 years, 
some of whom have had their own chil
dren in the choir. 

Notwithstanding the short practice 
time, the "old" choristers were every bit 
as good as today's "new" choir. The older 
singers had lost none of their ability to 
sing and to sing well. 

Part two also featured a number of 
pieces where the "old" and "new" voices 
were blended well into one large choir. 

The 30th anniversary concert was an 
evening well spent and one can only hope 
that there will be at least 30 more anni-
versaries to celebrate. mm 
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Fall, 1987 
• Having spent much of this past sum

mer on the road it is unusually pleasant 
for us this fall to settle into the more 
routine pleasures of home. A sparkling, 
sunny September reminds us that we live 
in the most beautiful place in the world. 
Because the trees sprouted their leaves 
early this year they also turn color early in 
fall and by mid-September we are enjoy
ing a profusion of colors as we take long 
hikes through the woods near our cottage. 

• On a cool but sunny October morn
ing we are golfing with a friend from 
California and I remark that he must 
really enjoy living in California because it 
is so evenly warm. In reply he sniffs the 
autumn air with great pleasure and says 
that he misses the seasons that we have 
here, particularly the fall season . His 
pleasure seems genuine, and I share it, 
but I also note that he plans to return to 
California before January. 

• Included in the "routine pleasures of 
home" are visits with old friends in vari
ous homes and restaurants, renewed 
participation in the life of our congrega
tion, re-involvement in such projects as 
the Mennonite Mirror, Mennonite Books, 
and other publishing ventures, and a 
return to university work. I have been 
granted a sabbatical for this year, to 
devote my whole time to research and 
writing. I'll probably say more about this 
in a future issue. 

• One of the issues that I am asked 
about frequently at this time, because it is 
so much in the news and relates to my 
field of economics, is the so-called free 
trade agreement with the United States. I 
say "so-called" because even several 
weeks after the agreement it is not clear 
just how free our economic relations will 
be. It seems that both sides will still be 

able to apply special rules to much of their 
mutual economic activity. Though the 
economic effects of such an agreement 
are widely discussed in the press, and 
some economists and politicians have 
come up with fairly precise figures on the 
number of jobs that will be lost or created, 
no one really knows what the effects will 
be. Most of the best economic work that I 
have seen predicts that on balance - after 
some people have experienced losses and 
others gains - Canada will benefit in the 
form of slightly higher incomes and more 
jobs. Unfortunately it is unlikely that the 
lucky majority will be able or willing to 
compensate the unlucky minority for 
their losses. This should clearly concern 
those of us who, because of the nature of 
our work, will likely be in the favored 
group. 

There is a case to be made for freer 
trade, and I don't blame businessmen, 
politicians, and others, for making it. I 
would personally favor the gradual 
reduction of remaining trade barriers, 
which we have been working at success
fully for several decades now (it is not 
appreciated enough that even before this 
latest agreement 85 per cent of all goods 
traded between Canada and the U.S. 
were tariff free, and the average tariff rate 
had already been reduced to 9.2 per cent. 
A sweeping agreement should have been 
preceded by a clear assessment of the 
damages that many Canadians are likely 
to suffer and an equally clear commit
ment to compens·ate the victims for such 
damage. Instead, what we have had is an 
off-the-cuff promise by the prime minis
ter that the victims will be assisted, and a 
warning by the finance minister that they 
shouldn't get their hopes up. At the same 
time this finance minister accuses those 
who question the trade agreement of 
being overly timid and afraid. Perhaps 
they have some legitimate concerns 
which, unfortunately, the finance minis
ter is choosing to ignore. 

One of the things that the free-trade 
debate is bringing out is the different per-

ception of Canada that people have . This 
has little to do with economics, but it is 
obviously important. A free-trade agree
ment may have far-reaching social and 
cultural consequences. It will draw us 
much more closely into the American 
cultural orbit. Do we want this? Are there 
good reasons for resisting it? Does Can
ada now have values and practices which 
are preferable to some values and prac
tices in the U.S.? I believe these are legiti
mate questions, and one shouldn't be 
labelled a timid, narrow nationalist for 
raising them. Those who favor the free 
trade agreement have the responsibility 
to enter into a debate on these questions. 
So far I have detected little willingness on 
their part to do so. 

I feel that Canada does have unique 
cultural and social traditions that are 
worth preserving and expanding. These 
include, among many others, the CBC 
and national medical and hospital care. 
The agreement seems to protect them, 
but such institutions are the result of a 
long and unique social evolution and the 
agreement may in the long run generate 
countervailing forces which will seriously 
undermine them. Those, at least, are the 
legitimate concerns of some who oppose 
the agreement. and they should be taken 

. seriously by those who favor it. I person
ally feel that American culture issuffi-
ciently pluralistic to permit an intimate 
partner like Canada to retain much of its 
uniqueness . After all, New England is dif
ferent from Texas, and Texas from 
Oregon. There is much that we have 
already imbibed from the U.S., but there 
is also much that we will likely be able to 
retain that will be distinctly our own. 
However, these are complex issues and 
the "cultural" critics of free trade need to 
be listened to carefully. 

• The Thanksgiving weekend in 
October gives us an opportunity to see 
once again how beautiful and different 
western Canada is. Our children and 
grandchildren have moved from Edmon
ton to Calgary for the winter, in prepara
tion for the '88 Winter Olympics, so on the 
Friday before Thanksgiving we motor to 
Calgary for a visit. We leave Winnipeg at 6 
a.m. and arrive in Calgary that evening at 
7:30 p.rn. The trip is made enjoyable by 
good company (my wife), a comfortable 
car (brand name unimportant), several 
books and magazines, a tape deck with 
some wonderful Mozart and Vivaldi tapes 
(plus the tape Trio, with Dolly Parton, 
Linda Ronstadt, and Emmy Lou Harris), 
and the often bleak but interesting land
scape of southern Saskatchewan and 
Alberta. Many names and places bring 
back memories: Oak Lake, Manitoba, 
where we have often worshipped with 
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good fri e nds in a Mennonite Church 
which is right on the Trans Canada High
way; He rbert, Saskatchewan, where a 
group of us were almost demolished by a 
transcontinental train as we slid over the 
railway tracks in a pouring rain twenty
two years ago, and Maple Creek, on the 
edge of the Cypress Hills where we 
enjoyed camping a few years ago. 

About Calgary itself I am forced to 
make apologies. On our infrequent trips 
through it in the past we got the impres
sion that it was a dull, rather stark place, 
bereft of trees and other natural beauty. 
Now we have more time to explore it, and 
we change our minds completely. The 
temperature is more than 10 0 warmer on 
this weekend than in Winnipeg, and we 
spend most of the time outdoors, playing 
in several beautiful parks with the grand
children, and cycling along the spec
tacular ridge of the Bow River on the 
western edge of the city. The bicycle path 
winds for more than a dozen miles 
through lovely scenery. Our grand
children sit in a little bright yellow go
cart attached to the frame of their 
mother's bike and it is fun to see them all 
hurtling down the hills ahead of us. 

We also have a chance to view the 
magnificent new speed-skating oval 
which has been built on the University of 
Calgary campus for the Olympics. We 
regret only that our daughter was not 
able to take advantage of this when she 
was active in the sport. Now she helps 
behind the scenes. 

• We take a day-and-a-half on the 
return trip to Winnipeg, enjoying meals at 
several mid-west cafes along the way. It 
is a pleasure to listen to the conversation 
of farmers, dressed in their baseball caps 
and lingering over coffee. They seem to 
have little use for most governments, can 
talk endlessly about the exploits of the 
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local hockey team, and share the usual 
concerns about people in the hospital or in 
some other kind of misfortune. 

• Back in Winnipeg we have a Men
nonite Vaspa one evening at the intimate 
little restaurant, the 8 Shtove. The tables 
here are so close together that the con
versation of the. party next to us easily 
invades our own. A young Manitoba cou
ple is explaining the Manitoba Mennonite 
Church scene to a visiting American cou
ple. We chuckle quietly at the following 
tidbit: "We have all kinds of Mennonite 
churches in Manitoba. On the decadent 
side is the largest church, the First Men
nonite, which permits its members to 
dance and drink." The couple from Kan
sas allows that they have some friends 
who claim to know some dances, but the 
contamination has not spread beyond 
that. Though we are in a happy frame of 
mind we try not to waltz out of the res
taurant as we leave. I understand that the 
8 Shtove is currently building a larger 
place adjacent to the Town House Motel. I 
hope that they won't destroy the intimacy 
which the present place has. 

• We have other pleasant surprises 
over meals. One noon hour, for example, 
we drop into the Mellow Cafe on Notre 
Dame Avenue for lunch and find Dennis 

and Betty Bartel there, on a visit from 
their home on Vancouver Isla nd. We 
haven't seen them for about ten years, 
and didn't know they were in the city . For 
all of us it is the first visit to this particular 
cafe. Such a chance encounter, howeve r, 
turns into a brief but warm exchange of 
friendships. Several other enjoyable noon 
hours are spent at MEDA luncheons and 
with numerous friends. Woody Allen has 
said that he never likes to have luncheon 
"meetings" because he hates to mix two 
wonderful experiences: eating and visit
ing. I like the mixture, though usua lly I 
almost forget what I have eaten. 

• In the last weeks of October we a lso 
enjoy having many of the members of our 
China-Japan tour at our home for slides 
and fellowship. Several come all the way 
from Ontario to continue the friendships 
begun on the trip. We also enjoy showing 
our slides in church - a punishment that 
all travellers like to inflict on their friends. 

By the time you read this the snow may 
be flying. But wasn't it a beautiful Fall? 

mm 
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REVIEW 

Birthday Bash for Ben 
Ben Horch Jubilee Sangerfest 80th 

Birthday Celebration at Portage Avenue 
MB Church October 2, 1987. 

A review by Al Reimer 

Nostalgia , as the man said, ain't what it 
used to be . And sometimes, as in this case, 
that's a good thing. Too often, in the past, 
Mennonite -staged commemorative 
events of this kind have wallowed in 
bathos as speaker after speaker recalled 
the good old days while extolling the pro
gress made since then in the same long
winded breath. Admidst such blasts of hot 
air the de licate emotional integrity of 
good music-making has about as much 
chance of being appreciated as the odor of 
a rose in the teeth of a gale. 

Happily, on this occasion it was the 
music that prevailed. Well, yes, there 
were a few verbal tributes to Ben (and 
Esther) Horch, but they were as eloquent 
in their brevity as in their sincerity. The 
ultimate tribute to the dominant Men
nonite music-maker of our generation 
was, of course, the excellent singing and 
playing by a 200-voice mass choir, three 
judiciously chosen soloists, and the Men
nonite Community Orchestra, all con
ducted in turn by Victor Martens, George 
Wiebe, John Martens and Alfred Dahl -
four worthy successors to the choral and 
orchestral tradition developed by Ben 
Horch during his sixty-year career as a 
Mennonite conductor, musical mission
ary, CBC producer, and impassioned 
spokesman for ethnic culture and higher 
levels of artistic achievement. 

What impressed me about this concert, 
performed before an audience that filled 
every available seat and corner in the 
large MB church on Portage Avenue, was 
the sophisticated range and variety ofthe 
program. The music spanned the entire 
sacred repertoire from Ben Horch's 
beloved Kernlieder, so irresistible in their 
melting simplicity and sincerity, to the 
stately drama of celebrated oratorio cho
ruses by Brahms, Haydn and Handel. And 
there was much fine music in between, 

including a moving little hymn by Cor
nelius Klassen (in attendance), two amus
ing short orchestral works by John C. 
Klassen, and Esther Wiebe's witty but 
always respectful treatment of well
known Mennonite hymns in orchestral 
form. 

The mass choir, consisting of the CMBC 
Singers, MBBC A Cappella Choir, First 
Mennonite Church, Elmwood MB Church 
Choir, North Kildonan MB Church Choir, 
and McIvor MB Church Choir, did some 
lovely singing with a minimum of re
hearsal time as a full choir. Mennonite 
choral singing in this city has reached a 
level of maturity that ensures a fine con
sistency of performance regardless of cir
cumstances. The solo singers, while not in 

. a dominant role in this concert, also 
acquited themselves well. How good it 
was to see and hear again David Falk and 
Peter Koslowsky, for so long stalwarts of 
the oratorio stage here and across Can
ada. Their singing must have ignited 
many hearts in the audience as they 
relived the pleasure they had received 
from the artistry of these two singers in 
their prime. And Heidi Geddert, a much 
younger artist, made us aware again of 
just how good our singers are today. 

The thirty-piece orchestra presented 
an interesting section of its own. After 
some minor problems with timing, tem
pos and intonation in the playing of parts 
from Handel's tricky Water Music, the 
orchestra, led by visiting conductor Alfred 
Dahl, hit its stride with John Klassen's 
Mennist Waltz and Brotherly Waltz, 
unpretentious little compositions relaxed 
in mood and witty in idiom, and with 
Esther Wiebe's sensitive but never cloy
ing Mosaic of Mennonite Hymns. Her set
ting ofthat Mennonite favorite Gott ist die 
Liebe began with a droll bassoon solo by 
Wally Dirks, who along with violist Elsa 
Redekopp was an original member of Ben 
Horch's first All-Mennonite Symphony 
Orchestra in 1945. This amusing orches
tral interlude was another indication of 
how mature Mennonite music-making in 
these parts has become. 

This was a richly rewarding concert to 
lead off the fall season and everyone con
nected with it deserves our thanks, par
ticularly Peter Letkemann, the m ain 
organizer and host for the evening (and 
harpsichord soloist), as well as the spon
sors (the two colleges, the Manitoba His
torical Society and the Mennonite Com
munity Orchestra) and the hundreds of 
performers. A special commendation 
must go to the conductors, George Wiebe, 
Victor Martens, John Martens and Alfred 
Dahl. Victor Martens was another wel
come figure from the past. For many 
years he and Peter Koslowsky were the 
two most prominent Mennonite tenors in 
this area. It was heart-warming to see 
Victor bringing the same intensity and 
vibrant musicality to his conducting that 
he once exhibited in his singing. The 
capacity audience showed its apprecia
tion throughout the evening with enthu
siastic applause (another sign of cultural 
sophistication - applause is now permit
ted in our churches). 

And what about the man whose semi
nal career inspired this special musical 
tribute? He accepted it all with his usual 
modesty and self-deprecating wit. Ben 
Horch has always played his role as a 
musical pioneer and Mennonite artistic 
leader with uncommon grace and with a 
total absence of pomposity or pretense . 
When Peter Letkemann asked how many 
members of the audience had ever sung 
in a Horch choir there was a great stir as 
people rose proudly to their feet. And he 
has continued to make his presence felt 
during his unruhiger Ruhestand, as 
Letkemann put it. After listening to all the 
plaudits and tributes Ben, with wife 
Esther as always by his side, made his 
way slowly through the maze of players 
and singers to the rostrum and mock
apologized for already having used up 
two and a half minutes of his alloted three 
minutes just to get there. In his brief com
ments he characteristically looked not 
back but ahead to a new era of Mennonite 
music-making in which Mennonite com
posers will also come into their own. 

Yes, this was Mennonite nostalgia in a 
new, more sophisticated mode. And yet 
the spirit of all those countless Sanger
fests from more primitive decades 
hovered over the proceedings, and I could 
imagine K. H. Neufeld beaming down 
with pride from that special celestial choir 
loft where he must be the one-angel bass 
section in a choir of 10,000 heavenly 
voices. I had the feeling that these singers 
and musicians were already auditioning 
for that divine choir secure in the knowl
edge of who their conductor will be when 
they finally get up there to join K.H. and 
the other singing angels. mm 
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YOURWORD 
A BELA TED THANK YOU NOTE 

Christian Service and help has its own 
way of be ing rewarded here on earth. My 
wife, Linda, and I recently received a sin
cere "Thank You" as members of the 
Mennonite community in Canada which 
we would like to pass along. 

While in Marburg, Germany on sab-

baticallast year we were invited to dinner 
by a colleague, Dr. and Mrs. Baessler. 
They also had invited a lovely older cou
ple by the name of Klausen. During the 
conversation the talk turned to food con
ditions during and after the war. The 
Klausens pointed out how bad it had been 
in northern Germany right after the war 
but they recalled with great enthusiasm 
how each Friday, for a year, they had 
been served a rich nutritious soup at the 
University of Kiel which was the gift of 

Nice IDqings 
1f1or <&ift.s 

Great for Christmas Shopping 

Jeter Jaetkau. PROPRIETOR 

12-2077 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3T 5J9 

Weekdays 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturdays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Phone 261 9297 

Canadian Mennonites. It was provided by 
the local relief organization, and as a 
result they never came into contact. with 
these Mennonites. Upon informing them 
that we were Mennonites they expressed 
their sincere appreciation of that kind and 
generous gesture belatedly to us and 
asked us to convey their tha nks to the 
Mennonite community back in Canada . 
So here it is. "A hearty thank you to a ll 
Canadian Mennonites for the weekly 
nourishing soup provided to hungry uni
versity students in Kiel in post-war Ger
many. - from the Klausens, now retired 
and residing in Marburg, Germany." 
Dr. and Mrs. A. Hecht 
Wilfrid Laurier University 
Waterloo Mennonite Brethren Church 
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Barrister and Solicitor 

WAREHOUSE DIRECT - SAVING YOU MORE 
Shop ECONOTEX for Home-SeWing needs 

CAMPBELL MERCIER SAPER 

400-208 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1R7 

Telephone 942-3311 Residence 475-5655 

ART KROEKER 
leG Building 

444 St. Mary Avenue 
Winnipeg R3C 3T7 

Bus. 943-6828 

Your Personal 
Financial Advisor 

OFFERING YOU 
* Retirement and Estate Planning 
* Investment for Capital Growth 
* Income Tax Counselling 
* Brokered Annuities 
* Life and Disability Insurance 

Investors 
Group 

I>PoAr 1RCW OUR {xPFRlfNC[ 

ERWIN P. WARKENTIN, B.Th., LL.B. 
Barrister and Solicitor 
Notary Public 

Warkentin Law Offic_e 
Unit N-3025 Ness Avenue 
Winnipe~ Man. R2Y 2J2 
Bus. (204) 885-4452 
Res. (204) 786-5048 

22/mennonite mirror/november 1987 

REMNANTS FABRICS 

PREMIER CANADIAN SECURITIES LTD. 
6th Floor, Royal Trust Building 
330 5t. Mary Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 
Telephone (204) Bus: 943-4700 Res. 745-3135 

Toll: 1-800-782·0796 

JAMES DYCK 
Investment Funds Broker 



MANITOBA 
NEWS 

On September 12 the Vietnamese 
Mennonite Church in Winnipeg cele
brated its 61st anniversary with a dinner 
at Sargent Avenue Mennonite Church. 
Services are held in the Calvary Temple 
Education Wing. There are presently 51 
m embers, Jed by pastor Bingh Nguyen. 

Mennonite Brethren leader Frank C. 
Peters died of a heart attack in Kitchener, 
Ontario, October 7. He was the first presi
dent of Wilfred Laurier University, Kitch
ener. He was active in Mennonite 
Brethren conferences, both Canadian and 
North American. He served as pastor of 
the Kitchener Mennonite Brethre n 
Church for 14 years, and, following his 
retirement from Wilfrid Laurier, of the 
Portage Ave nue Mennonite Brethren 
Church in Winnipeg. (Fuller tribute next 
month .) 

Laurie Unrau of AnoIa, a 1987 gradu
ate of the University of Manitoba, is the 
new recreation director of the South East 
Recreation Commission. SERC serves the 
communities of Ste. Agathe, St. Adolph, 
Niverville, Ile des Chenes, St. Pierre, St. 
Malo, Otterburne and Grunthal. 

Ceremonies in Steinbach recently 
marked the official opening of a major 
expansion and renovation project at 
Bethesda Hospital. Hospital admin
istrator Peter Pauls was given credit for 
overseeing the completion of the project. 
Steinbach mayor Ernie Friesen officially 
opened the complex and was awarded an 
honorary life governorship in recognition 
of his 26 years of service on the hospital 
board, 20 of them as chairman. 

The sixth annual Mennonite Central 
Committee relief auction sale, held in 
Morris on September 19 raised more than 
$109,000. The money will go towards 
funding relief projects in Bangladesh, 
East Africa and the West Bank. 

Victor Neufeld was appointed as asso
ciate director of MB Communications, re
sponsible for promotion and develop
ment. From 1978 to 1987 he served as 
president of Winkler Bible Institute. 

Irma Buller of the Nordheim Church, 
Winnipegosis, has begun a two-year 
MVS term working in Wichita, Kansas. 
Her parents are Elsie and Henry Buller of 
Winnipegosis. 

Brad Friesen of Arnaud, son of George 
and Nitha Friesen, has begun a one-year 
MVS term in Wichita, Kansas. 

John Dyck of Winnipeg has been 
appointed director of the Mennonite 
World Conference Canadian office. He 
will be responsible for co-ordinating 
Mennonite World Conference activities in 
Winnipeg in preparation for the 12th 
Assembly in 1990. Dyck, a former assis
tant deputy minister of education for 
Manitoba, retired in 1985. He is a member 
of Sargent Avenue Mennonite Church. 

Syd Reimer of Rosenort, who was 
instrumental in organizing the first relief 
sale for the MCC and is presently project 
leader for Mennonite Disaster Services in 
Canada, runs in a marathon every year 
and collects contributions for the Men
nonite Central Committee to use at the 
relief sale. His goal for the coming year is 
to surpass the $25,000 mark. 

Larry Kehler, serving as M CC overseas 
coordinator on a part-time basis this 
year, replacing Bert Lobe who is on study 
leave, visited Sudan and Ethiopia in 
October to meet with church leaders and 
assess the famine that is again developing 
in Ethiopia. 

The CRTC has approved an application 
by Golden' West Broadcasting Ltd. to 
acquire the assets ofCSIV-Winkler-Mor
den from Sun Valley Radio, Inc. One of the 
first benefits to southern Manitoba will be 
immediate implementation of a change in 
CISV's technical parameters. The station 
will be able to broadcast at 10,000 watts 
day and night. When the current tech
nical installation is complete, CISV will 
operate 24 hours a day at 10,000 watts at 
a frequency of1570. The CISV studios will 
also be relocated from the present loca
tion at Burwalde to a downtown Winkler 
location. It is also anticipated that a per
manent location for CISV and CF AM will 
also be established in Morden as soon as 
possible. 

The Winnipeg Singers, directed by 
Dr. John Martens, have won for the sec
ond time the Healy Willan prize for out
standing choral performance. This prize is 
awarded by the Canada Council, and it is 
the first time that any choir has received 
this prize twice. 

Leesa Fast of Beth e l Me nnon ite 
Church was a member of the Canadian 
National Junior Volleyball team that went 
to Seoul, Korea to play in the world cham
pionships in late August. 

Dr. Francis Tung was commissioned in 
September as pastor to work with the 
Chinese people of south Winnipeg, at the 
Lutheran Church in Fort Richmond. Tung 
was formerly pastor of the Winnipeg Chi
nese Mennonite church. 

Seventeen-year-old Angelique 
Toews of Morris successfully auditoned 
for the position of concertmaster of the 
Vancouver Youth Orchestra. She first . 
studied violin with Emmanuel Horch and 
then with Arthur Polson. This August she 
received her ARCT in violin performance. 
She is a former member of the Mennonite 
Community Orchestra, the Manitoba 
Touring Chamber soloists, and the Win
nipeg Philharmonic Orchestra. She is 
currently a first year student at the Uni
versity of British Columbia School of 
Music. She has also been awarded a 
scholarship from the Mennonite Commu
nity Orchestra. 

BUDGET AND SERVICE 
Keeping a strong overseas program 

despite tight budget circumstances was a 
key concern of the Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCG) executive committee 
meeting in September. 

The board was enthusiastic about 
increased giving from U.S. supporters 
during the first nine months of this fiscal 
year. Giving on the U.S. side is four per 
cent above budget. But this is offset by 
lagging contributions from Canadian 
supporters. 

Staff outlined that MCC will have less 
money available for its overseas program 
in.1988 than in 1987. After a considerable 
decline in MCC income a year ago, MCC 
Canada forwarded $1 million in fund bal
ances to MCC for the 1987 budget. Such 
accumulated balances will not be avail
able a second year. 

S6 in 1988 to cover fixed increases in 
MCC U.S. and headquarters budgets and 
to maintain the designated two to three 
months operating balances at year's end 
would require the overseas budgets to be 
cut by 10 per cent, reported John A. Lapp, 
executive secretary. 
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RELIGION IN CANADA 
While most Canadians still report a 

re ligious a ffiliation, a much smaller pro
portion re gularly attends religious obser
vances. 

According to the Fall 1987 edition of 
Canadian Social Trends, only 30 per 
cent of Canadians with a stated religious 
preference attended a religious service or 
meeting on a weekly basis in 1985, while 
17 per cent did so at least once a month. 
On the other hand, 21 per cent of those 
with a stated religion never attended a 
service or meeting. 

Historically, most Canadians have been 
e ither Protestant or Catholic. A major 
change, however, has occurred in the dis
tribution ofthe population between Prot
estant and Catholic. The proportion ofthe 
population affiliated with the Catholic 
Church increased from 41 per cent to 47 
per cent between 1931 and 1961 and re
mained at that level in both 1971 and 1981. 
The percentage affiliated with a Protes
tant denomination fell from 54 per cent in 

Join 
the Tour Leaders 
Brazil, Paraguay, Peru and Ecuador 

February - March 1988 
Three tour options available - visit Rio, 
Sao Paulo , Curitiba, Igaussu Falls, 
Ascuncion and Lima, Peru. Hosted by 
Fred Epp and Herb Brandt. 

Israel and Egypt 
March 1988 

Tour Tel Aviv, Galilee, Jerusalem, 
Beersheba, Cairo, Aswan and Luxor. 

Australia, New Zealand, 
Fiji and Hawaii 

January and May-OctOber 
Several options available. Exclusive 
Farm and Ranch Tour in January and 
several EXPO Tours. 

Soviet Union 
May 1988 

Tour Moscow, Karaganda, Alma-Ata, 
Frunze, Tashkent, Zaporozhye and 
Leningrad. Hosted by Archivist/Story 
Teller Ken Reddig. 

British Isles 
May - September 1988 

Three exclusive tours led by Dennis 
Hinchliffe. The Yorkshire Dales tour, The 
Olde Inns and Castles of England, or tour 
the Mountains and Lakes of England, 
Scotland and Wales. 

Menno Travel Services (1984) Ltd. 
305-171 Donald Street 

Winnipeg, MB R3C 1M4 
(204) 943-9935 
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1931 to just over 40 per cent in 1981. 
Religious affiliation reflects important 

underlying social differences among 
Canadians. For example, in 1981, Protes
tants were on average older, and had 
more median years of schooling, higher 
average incomes, and lower unemploy
ment rates than did Catholics. In fact, the 
average income of Catholics was among 
the lowest of all religioius groups, and 
their unemployment rate was among the 
highest. 

Persons of Jewish faith had the highest 
median age, the most schooling, the 
highest average income, and the lowest 
unemployment rate of any religious 
group. In 1981, the average income of 
those affiliated with the Jewish faith was 
50 per cent higher than the national 
average. 

DYCKLEAVES 
MCCPOST 

Canadian Programs Coordinator Dave 
Dyck, who has served at the MCCC Win
nipeg headquarters since 1975, has an
nounced h is resignation effective July, 
1988. 

Dyck and his wife, Milly, both members 
of the River East Mennonite Brethren 
Church in Winnipeg, first served as vol
unteers with MCC as secondary school 
teachers in Zambia from 1966-69. From 
1970-75 Dyck taught secondary school in 
Selkirk, Man., before joining MCCC as 
Assistant Director of Voluntary Service 
and Personnel. In 1976 he became Direc
tor of Voluntary Service and Personnel 
and, following organizational restructur
ing in 1978, Director of Voluntary Service . 
In 1982 he became Coordinator of the 
newly-created Canadian Programs de
partment. 

As Coordinator, Dyck supervised 
MCCC's efforts through Native Concerns, 
Handicap Concerns, Women's Concerns, 
Peace and Social Concerns, Mental 
Health, Victim/Offender Ministry, Volun
tary Service and Employment Concerns. 

He is "extremely positive" about his 
years with MCCC, looking back with sat
isfaction at the growth of the Canadian 
Programs department. "Our work in 

Canada legitimizes MCC work overseas," 
he says. "The work of MCC volunteers 
overseas achieves credibility in the eyes 
of the people we serve when they rea lize 
that we acknowledge that we have prob
lems in our own backyard." 

Dyck's future plans are undetermined. 

MENTAL HEALTH 
SCHOLARSHIP A V AILABLE 

Mennonite Mental Health Se rvices 
(MMHS) is again awarding scholarships to 
college or graduate students pursuing 
careers in mental health fields. 

The scholarships, to be awarded in the 
spring for the 1988-1989 academic year, 
are available from the Elmer Edige r 
Memorial Scholarship Fund. Elmer Ediger 
was one of the founders of MMHS and the 
director of Prairie View in Newton, Kan
sas, from 1957 until his death in 1983. The 
fund, named for Ediger in 1984, was orig
inally called the Mennonite Mental Health 
Scholarship Fund. 

The fund, managed by MMHS, he lps 
young people get the training they need 
to serve the mentally ill and developmen
tally disabled. 

The scholarships will be between $ 500 
and $1,000. Students may receive the m 
for up to two years, reports Carl L. Good, 
executive director of MMHS. Five or six 
students receive scholarships yearly. 

To qualify for the scholarships, candi
dates must be graduate students or col
lege juniors or seniors with a declared 
major and vocational interest in mental 
health, developmental disabilities or 
related fields. Those who apply should 
have at least a C + average in college. 

Other factors considered are service 
experience, active membership in a Men
nonite, Brethren in Christ or Church of 
the Brethren congregation, attendance at 
a church-related college and financial 
need. 

Applications and all supporting data for 
the scholarships must be received by 
March 1, 1988 . MMHS will announce win
ners April 15, 1988. 

For application forms write to: Carl L. 
Good, Executive Director, Mennonite 
Mental Health Services, Box M, Akron, P A 
17501. 

Late graduates: The following names 
were not included in our September list of 
graduates from the University of Man
itoba: Kirsten Schroeder, master's, psy
chology; James Peter Defer, commerce; 
Harold Dahl, Engineering; and Anne 
Neufeld, master's in education. 



Business observers 
comment on Free Trade 
What impact will free trade between 
Canada and the United States have on 
local companies? This question was put to 
several businessmen following the sign
ing ofthe agreement in mid-October, and 
the responses ranged from cautious opti
mism to serious concern. 

Ernest Klassen, president of Monarch 
Industries which manufactures pumps 
and which has considerable trade with 
the United States, felt that there would be 
no significant impact on his company, 
particularly because the change in duties 
is being phased in over a ten-year period. 

Gera ld Re imer, vice-president of 
Reimer Express, was philosophical. He 
expressed the opinion that free trade in 

COMING EVENTS - NOVEMBER 
October 25 - December 31: Exhibition of 

paintings by Ray Dirks Mennonite 
Heritage Centre Gallery. 

November 14: Mennonite Literary Soci
ety, Inc. Annual Meeting. Birchwood 
Inn, 9:30 a.m. 

November 15: Mennonite Community 
Orchestra Family Concert. Mennonite 
Brethren Collegiate Institute gym, 
3:00p.m. 

November 16: Mennonite Brethren Col
legiate Institute Fall Concert, 7:30 p.m. 

November 19-20: Mennonite Collegiate 
Institute musical: "Carousel". 

November 21: Mennonite Collegiate 
Institute annual meeting, 10:00 a.m. 

November 23: Annual Society meeting 
Westgate Collegiate, 7:30 p.m. 

November 27, 28: Mennonite Central 
Committee Manitoba annual meeting 
Winkler EMM Church, Winkler. 

December 5, 6: Mennonite Oratorio 
Choir performs Beethoven's Missa 
Solemnis with Winnipeg Symphony 
Orchestra. December 5 at 8 p.m., 
December 6 at 3 p.m. 

December 11: Westgate Collegiate 
Christmas Concert, 7:30 p.m. 

December 14: Mennonite Brethren Col
legiate Institute Christmas Concert, 
7:30p.m. 

December 18: Mennonite Collegiate 
Institute Christmas Program, 1:30 p.m. 

December 21: The choir of St. John's Col
lege, Cambridge, England, sponsored 
by Winnipeg Singers, at the Holy Trin
ity Anqlican Church, 8 p.m. 

the long term is inevitable, and that over 
the years everyone will make the neces
sary adjustments. He wasn't too sure 
about the impact on his company; "it's a 
ball game that hasn't yet started," he 
said. Since most Reimer Express routes 
are east-west, there might not be a major 
impact, but should there be significant 
changes in trading patterns, then there 
might be some effect on his company. 

George Enns, marketing manager for 
Triple E in Winkler, admitted to being "a 
smidgeon nervous" about free trade. 
Presently their product is marketed 
almost totally in Canada. Given the geo
graphical location of Manitoba industries, 
far from mass population centres, and the 
relative size of the American industry to 
that of the Canadian, the impact of free 
trade could be quite negative to the com
pany. However, another factor to con
sider, he pointed out. is the value of the 
Canadian dollar to the American dollar, 
which is now in their favour. This advan
tage would be lost if free trade should 
have a levelling effect on the value of the 
dollar; at this point, however, economists 
do not expect that this will happen. 

Bill Fast, president of Willmar Win
dows, a company with over 250 employ
ees, expects free trade will have a 
negative effect on the company. Like Tri
ple E, his company faces direct competi
tion from major U.S. companies which are 
considerably larger. "We're like an ant 
compared to them." Willmar Windows 
does not have business in the States at 
present. Fast explained that window 
manufacturers in eastern Canada are in a 
better position as they have a huge popu
lation at the back door and therefore can 
look to expanded markets. 

David G. Friesen, president of D. W. 
Friesen Ltd. of Altona, which has over 
400 employees across Canada, doesn't 
think that free trade will have much 
impact on his company. At present about 
five per cent of the business is with the 
U.S. A disadvantage to them might be 
that if the agreement makes Americans 
more aware of the Canadian market they 
might experience more competition; on 
the other hand, some supplies purchased 
from the U.S. might become cheaper, and 
therefore costs could be reduced. 

Don Kroeker, president of Kroeker 
Sales Ltd. of Winkler, which markets 
vegetable products, said that on balance 

this is not a bad development. Kroeker 
Sales employs 80 permanent and 200 
seasonal workers. There are fairly high 
seasonal tariffs on vegetables a nd a 
reduction of these tariffs could have a 
negative effect. However, the agreement 
is probably beneficial in that it will coun
ter the growing protectionist mood in the 
U.S. 
-Ruth Vogt 

EDEN PLANS 
OFFICE ADDITION 
Eden Mental Health Centre III Wlllkler 
has received approval for the expansion of 
existing office facilities. 

The letter of approval from the office of 
the deputy minister of health is the first 
step in the planning and actual construc
tion process. Although no specific time 
line was included in the letter, earlier dis
cussions indicate that the project is part of 
a three year cycle, with a possible com
pletion date late in 1989 or early 1990. 

As the only church sponsored mental 
health centre in Canada, Eden serves 
patients from more than 100 communities 
in Manitoba. Requests for service come 
frequently from many different parts of 
Canada, the U.S., and parts of Central 
America. 

In addition to the hospital and clinic 
established 20 years ago, Eden operates 
satellite offices in Winnipeg, Altona and 
Morden. In recent years, also a residential 
care program, a training facility and a 
psycho geriatric program have been 
developed. 

Eden Mental Health Centre this year 
marked 20 years of service with a special 
celebration held in Winkler on October 
2nd. 

VISIT BEAUTIFUL 

South 
America 

See the "breathtaking "Iguazu 
Falls" or the sights of "Rio" from 
Corcovado Mountain . Visit the 
Chaco of Paraguay. 

Tours in March '88 

For details, phone: 
(204)388-4062 

or write: 
Landaire Travel 

Box 250 
Niverville, MB 

ROAIEO 
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GRANT AIDS SA 
NEWCOMERS TO PROVINCE 

Jack Murta, MP for Lisgar, presented 
$22,000 to the Mennonite Central Com
mittee of Manitoba, on behalf of Secretary 
of State David Crombie, Minister Repson
sible for Multiculturalism, to facilitate the 
integration of Mexican and Bolivian Men
nonite newcomers into southern Man
itoba communities . . 

The funding will be used in and around 
the Mennonite community of Winkler to 
provide the newcomers with a broad 
range of programs to help them integrate 
into the dominant Canadian-Mennonite 
society. An estimated 4,000 South Amer
ican Mennonites have come to the 
Winkler area over the last decade. 

The funding comes from the Multi
culturalisrn and Women's Programs of the 
Department of the Secretary of State. 

Five public workshops on heritage 
preservation and funding of ethnocultural 
organizations will be offered during the 
1987-88 program year by the Manitoba 
Multicultural Resources Centre, Inc. 
(MMRC). A series of cross-cultural Let's 

MURPANNUALNrnETING 
DECIDES TO SELL TWO BUILDINGS 

One of the major problems faced by low 
income people in the city is the lack of 
good low cost housing. Several years ago 
Mennonite Urban Renewal Programs 
(MURP) was established to address this 
need. MURP has been operating four 
apartment blocks located on Atlantic 
Avenue, Westminster Avenue, and two 
on Toronto Street. These older blocks 
were purchased by MURP, renovated and 
then rented out at reasonable rates. In 
addition to providing housing, attempts 
have been made to meet various spiritual 
and social needs through a counselling 
service (Housing Plus) made available to 
tenants. 

At its annual meeting in early October 

Get Acquainte d evenings are also 
planned. For copies of a brochure con
taining further information, call 
786-9858 or write to MMRC, University 
of Winnipeg Campus, 515 Portage Ave
nue, Winnipeg, R3B 2E9. 

SAWATSKY HEADS 
EAST -WEST PROGRAM 
Dr. Walter Sawatsky, of Elkhart, Indiana, 
has been appointed director of Mennonite 
Central Committee Canada 's East-West 
program, effective September 1. 

Sawatsky, currently visiting professor 
at the Associated Mennonite Biblical 
Seminaries, has done extensive research 
on the Soviet Union and served as a 
research scholar for MCC in Neuwied, 
West Germany, from 1977 to 1985, and 
for the Centre for the Study of Religion 
and Communism at Keston College, Eng
land, from 1973 to 1976. Between 1980 
and 1985, he was MCG's Secretary for 
Europe. 

Sawatsky holds a master's degree in 

at the MeC building, board members re
ported some problems with this inner city 
ministry. Difficulty in collecting rents and 
maintaining an adequate occupancy level 
resulted in a financial position which 
necessitated the sale of the Westminster 
and Atlantic Avenue blocks. However, 
despite these growing pains, the mem
bership encouraged the board to continue 
the work with optimism. Menno Wiebe, 
who has worked for many years with 
Native people in the inner city, closed the 
meeting with praise for the group for 
what they have achieved, and urged 
them to continue this important ministry 
of housing for low income families. 

MURP Membership 
A donation of $10 or more qualifies you as a member of Mennonite Urban Renewal 
Programs (MURP). Please help us keep our records up-to-date by putting your check 
mark in the squares below where applicable and return to the address shown below. 

D I am a member at present. 

D I wish to become a member/update my membership. 

D I wish to remain on the mailing list. 

D Please delete my name from the mailing list. 
Enclosed is my contribution of S _________________ _ 

Name: ___________________________ ___ 

Address: _____________ . ______________ _ 

Telephone: __________________________ _ 

Mennonite Urban Renewal Programs, Box 3 705, Stn. B, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 3R6 942-5189 
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modern European history and a doctoral 
degree in modern Russian history. He is 
the author of a major refe rence work, 
Soviet Evangelicals Since World War II, 
and a wide variety of other published 
papers. A set of Sawatsky's lectures, titled 
"The Church Under Communism in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe", is 
available on tape for free loan from MCC 
Canada. 

As director (on a half-time basis) of the 
East-West program, based in Winnipeg, 
he will be responsible for Canadian Men
nonite interests in the Soviet Union. This 
will include working on various lead 
ership, youth, musical and educational 
exchanges, developing literature needed 
in the USSR, working on a congregational 
"twinning" plan, providing information 
for families seeking to be reunited with 
relatives in the U.S.S.R. and in various 
ways enhancing understanding between 
Christians in North America and the 
Soviet Union. 

He will also work part-time as staff 
person for the Council of USSR Ministries 
(CUM), a coalition recently created to 
coordinate Mennonite relationships with 
the Soviet Union. CUM includes the 
Canadian Conference of Mennonite 
Brethren Churches, the Conference of 
Mennonites in Canada, MCC Canada, 
MCC (binational) and Mennonite World 
Conference. Sawatsky will work in close 
relationship with the MCC office in Neu
wied, West Germany, and the MCC Peace 
Section office in Akron, as well as repre
sentatives of Mennonite World Con
ference. His services will also be offered 
on a part-time basis as lecturer at Man
itoba-based Mennonite colleges and 
Bible institutes. 

Sawatsky is a native of Altona, and has 
attended Steinbach Bible Institute as well 
as Goshen College and the University of 
Minnesota. He and his wife, Margaret, 
have two children, Natasha and Alex
ander. They are members of the Hively 
Avenue Mennonite Church, Elkhart. 

FEDS GIVE $8.4 MILLION 
TO MCC PROGRAMS 
Monique Landry, federal Minister for 
External Relations, announced a three
year block grant of $8.4 million to Men
nonite Central Committee Canada. 

Provided through the Canadian Inter
national Development Agency (CIDA), 
the grant is intended to bolster a wide 
range of constituency-supported over
seas programs and activities rather than 
to fund specific projects. It is the second 
such grant MCC Canada has received 



through CIDA The first, awarded in 1984, 
was for $5.7 million. 

In her letter formally announcing the 
grant, Landry wished MCC Canada suc
cess. "The Government values the contri
bution tbat your organization is making to 
international development and the 
opportunities you are providing to involve 
Canadians in an endeavour to which we 
attach great importance," she wrote. 

Earlier this year, MCC Canada received 
funds in addition to the block grant for 
three special projects. A grant of $84,000 
was provided to aid reconstruction of 
houses for people left homeless in a 1985 
volcanic eruption in Columbia. A further 
$ 70,000 was received toward the funding 
of a Service Education Program to be car
ried out in Canadian Mennonite colleges. 
Another $265,000 was provided to assist 
MCC in the purchase of locally grown 
sorghum in the Sudan for feeding projects 
in several areas in the southern part of the 
country. 

MDSMovesin 
After Tornado 
Edmonton Mennonite Disaster Service 
(MDS) Coordinators Vera Weber and Joe 
Kauffman have been gratified by the 
steady response of volunteers from 
Alberta and neighbouring provinces to 
those affected by the tornado which 
struck that city on July 31. 

Around 50 volunteers have reported 
for work every day, primarily to help 
farmers remove debris from grain and 
hay fields so that they can proceed with 
their harvest. Volunteers have also 
helped clean up market gardens near the 
Evergreen Trailer Court, scene of great 
devastation, and have assisted Edmon
ton's Emergency Relief Services. 

MDS volunteers have discovered that, 
in addition to providing physical 
assistance, people affected by the tornado 
need a moral boost and assistance in 
rebuilding their lives. The volunteers 
have found that this is the most important 
dimension of their service, and that help
ing to clean up fields, rebuilding struc
tures and sorting through debris to find 
cherished mementos helps to do just that. 
People open up and share their feelings, 
and volunteers offer encouragement 
through word, in addition to deed. 

The volunteers have heard many com
ments of gratitude. "It's good to see that 
there are still people who care, and are 
just not out for themselves," is a typical 
response. The work of the MDS volun
teers has also encouraged neighbours to 
get involved and reach out to others; 

neighbouring farmers have come out to 
work with the volunteers. 

MDS expects to be providing assistance 
for a significant length oftime, helping to 
clean up fields and reconstructing homes 
and farm buildings. In the next two 
months Weber and Kauffman, who are in 
regular contact with Alberta Public Safety 
Services and the Red Cross, will be trying 
to identify people who lost their small 
businesses, and for whom little or no sup
port is available. 

SALT Orientation 
Held in Winnipeg 
Sixteen SALT (Serve And Learn Together) 
volunteers were oriented in Winnipeg 
August 25-29. 

The 16 young people, between the ages 
of 17 and 20, will be going to service 
assignments in SALT units in Markham, 
Ontario, Vancouver, B.C. and Winnipeg. 
Nine come from the General Conference 
Mennonite Church and there is one each 
from the Mennonite Brethren Con
ference, the Mennonite Conference of 
Ontario and Quebec, the Western Ontario 
Mennonite Conference, the Evangelical 
Mennonite Conference, the Mennonite 
Church, the Christian Reformed Church 
and the United Church of Canada. 

The following "SALTers" are from 
Manitoba: 

Virginia Dueck of Morden, a member 
of the Bergthaler Mennonite Church. Her 
parents are Ben and Agnes Dueck. 

Betty Doerksen of Steinbach, a mem
ber of the Chortitza Mennonite Church. 
Her parents are Jacob and Marie 
Doerksen. 

Donna Friesen of Winnipeg, a member 
of the Arnaud, Man. Mennonite Church. 
Her parents are Peter and Joyce Friesen. 

Sandra Penner of Landmark, a mem
ber of the Prairie Rose Evangelical Men
nonite. Her parents are Henry and Anna 
Penner. 

Rebecca Hiebert of Gretna, from the 
South Park Mennonite Brethren Church. 
Her parents are Walter and Marlene 
Hiebert. 

Marliese Klassen of Steinbach, a 
member of the Elim Mennonite Church. 
Her parents are Frank and Helen Klassen. 

Ursula Loewen of Winnipeg, a mem
ber of the Springfield Heights Mennonite 
Church. Her parents are Albert and Hel
eneLoewen. 

Karen Wiebe of Winnipeg, a member 
of the North Kildonan Mennonite Church. 
Her parents are Abram and Leonora 
Wiebe. 

Ken Warkentin of Melita, a member of 

the Victoria United Church. His parents 
are John and Selma Warkentin. 

SALT is a one-year service and learn
ing experience for young people who 
want to take on new and challenging 
experiences while studying to become 
Christian disciples. 

MCCASKSMPs 
TO OPPOSE BILL 
Citing the tragic deaths of hundreds of 
Mennonite refugees in the Soviet Uniion 
in the 1920s, after they were denied entry 
into Canada, Mennonite Central Commit
tee Canada (MCCC) encouraged members 
of Parliament to prevent similar tragedies 
by not passing proposed new refugee 
legislation in its original form. 

In a letter sent to 50 Members of Par
liament who have large numbers of Men
nonite and Brethren in Christ church 
members in their constituencies prior to 
the vote for refugee bills C-84 and C-55, 
MCCC Board Chairperson Ray Brubacher 
recalled with gratitude Canada's decision 
to admit 21,000 Mennonite refugees from 
the Soviet Union after their communities 
had been devastated by revolution, war 
and famine. He also recalled how a gov
ernment decision not to admit more 
Mennonite refugees resulted in the forced 

EAST-WEST 
LECTURES 

with 

DR. WALTER SAWATSKY 

November 9-10 

Topics Include: 
- The Role of the Churches in 

Changing Soviet Society 

- Christianity in Slavdom 
- Travails of the Umsiedler 

- Changing Faces of Marxism 
- Ambiguities of Russian and 

Soviet Atheism 

Contact: CMBC or MBBC 

CANAD IAN MENNONITE BIBLE COLLeGE 
600 Shlf1 •• bury BI.d WinOOpeg RJP OM4 888-6781 
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re location of an estimated 10,000 Men
nonites who, in hopes of coming to Can
ada, had left their homes to gather in 
Moscow. 

"When the Soviet government learned 
that the Canadian door was firmly 
closed," Brubacher wrote, "it loaded the 
remaining Mennonites on to boxcars and 
sent them away. It was the middle of 
winter. Hundreds froze to death. Many 
more were never heard from again." 

"That tragedy," he wrote, "is history. 
Other tragedies are current. We, as a 
church group, are trying to respond to 
current needs through refugee resettle
ment and international development. We 
know that the government is also 
responding in many positive ways. How
ever, in our view, the proposed refugee 
legislation is not a positive response. " 

In the letter Brubacher also stated, 
regarding bill C-84, that MCCC "was 
surprised, even shocked, to discover that 
Parliament, in its efforts to deter smug
glers, would make some our human
itarian work illegal." MCCC volunteers 
regularly assist refugees who do not have 
all the required documents; under the 
proposed legislation their efforts would be 
against the law. 

Some of the people MCCC helps "face 
threats to their lives," Brubacher noted, 

Kerr 
owned and 

managed since 
1887 

KERR'S 

FUNERAL 

CHAPEL 

120 AVELAIDE STREET 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3A OW4 

CHAPEL OFFICE 943-6688 
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"making it unthinkable that they would 
take time to obtain a passport from their 
own government, which may be the 
source of the threats. Assisting such peo
ple must not be made illegal." 

Brubacher further noted that bill C-55 
would allow the government to turn back 
ships which might contain bona fide refu
gees, contradicting its practice of dis
couraging Southeast Asian countries from 
turning back boat loads of Vietnamese 
refugees. 

Garden Program 
Wins Federal Praise 
A Member of Parliament praised the 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
(MCCC) Native Gardening program in the 
House of Commons on August 13. 

Dave Nickerson, MP for Western 
Arctic, visited MCCC gardeners Brent 
Petkau and Suzanne Dueck in Fort Good 
Hope, North West Territories, earlier this 
summer. Following the visit he told the 
house that while "soil and climatic condi
tions are suitable for growing vegetables" 
in the North, the "lacking ingredient" is 
"knowledge and experience on the part of 
the inhabitants of how to cultivate gar
dens. 

"Recognizing this," he went on to say, 
"Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
has, for the past several years, been 
sending experienced gardeners to the 
North to teach by example its people the 
art of horticulture. This is proving to be a 
successful program. " 

Nickerson concluded his remarks by 
saying that the "object ofthis statement is 
to thank both Mennonite Central Com
mittee Canada and the individual partici
pants for their continuing efforts on behalf 
of would-be northern gardeners." 

Twenty-six MCCC gardeners served in 
16 communities this summer. 

CHAm TRIP AIDS 
DISABLED IN MEXICO 
Whe e lchair athlete Rick Han se n 
impressed observers when he completed 
his round-the- world wheelchair tr ip 
earlier this year. 

Dave Dueck of Steinbach, who a lso has 
a disability, set off on his own wheeling 
adventure in late July. 

Dueck and a Spanish-speaking frie nd, 
John Friesen, drove a donated van fill ed 
with recycled wheelchairs through Mex
ico to the tiny Central American country 
of Belize, where the equipment was 
picked up by members of a disabled peo
ple's organization from nearby Honduras. 

The wheelchairs were distributed in 
refugee camps and through a local church 
organization. The van will be used to pro
vide transportation for members of the 
Christian Fellowship for the Sick and 
Handicapped, a group that visits a nd 
counsels with newly handicapped people 
who are struggling with practical prob
lems as well as anger against God or the 
belief that the disability is a punishment 
for sin. 

The project is a unique collabora tion 
between a private group in Ste inbach, 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada, 
and MCC Saskatchewan. It all started 
when Dueck, who is partially para lyzed 
and requires a cane to walk, was attend
ing the world conference ofthe 55-nation 
Disabled Peoples' International organi
zation in the Bahamas in 1985. 

There he learned of the great lack of 
transportation and aids for disabled peo
ple in Honduras, which include hundreds 
of refugees disabled by warfare in neigh
boring countries. Many, he was told, are 
forced to beg or to crawl to work on the 
stumps of their amputated legs. 

Dueck went back home and started 
talking to friends and business people 
about the problem, finally raising enough 
money to buy a 1977 Dodge van 

Bei der Arbeit im Mennonite Studies Center. 



Arnold Dyck: 
Die Arbeit 

• an elner 
Werkausgabe 

SChon se it 1982 trifft sich ein Heraus
geber-Komitee, das die Werke Arnold 
Dycks zum Druck vorbereitet. Den ersten 
Band stellten Professor Harry Loewen 
und Victor Doerksen 1985 her. Darin 
erscheint der grosse Roman Verloren in 
der Steppe und eine autobiographische 
Skizze. 

Die Bande 2 und 3 wurden von AI 
Reimer bearbeitet. Die ganzen platt
deutschen Schriften, einschliesslich Koop 
enn Bua, werden heir gesammelt und in 
der neuen Schreibweise herausgegeben. 

Der vierte und letzte Band soli die 
ubrigen Schriften, veroffentlichte und 
unverOffe ntlichte, enthalten. Hier 
erscheint zum ersten Mal ein grossan
gelegtes Drama Daut leburtsdach, das 
unser Sprachproblem auf Deutsch, Plaut
dietsch, EngliBch, Russisch, Dkrainisch 
und sogar Spanisch behandelt. Hier 
werden auch Aufsatze und Briefe er
schein en, wie auch ein Bilderteil, der das 
Leben des Autors sichtbar machen wird. 

An allen Banden haben alle Her
ausgeber mitgewirkt. Der vierte Band 
wird hauptsachlich von Elisabeth Peters 
und Georg K. Epp bearbeitet. 

Das Ganze ist rur die Herausgeber eine 
Liebesaufgabe gewesen, jeder hat seine 
Zeit zur Verrugung gestellt. Auch die 
Verlagshauser, Derksen Printers in 
Steinbach und D. W. Friesen, Altona, 
haben grosszugig mitgeholfen, die ersten 
zwei Bande erscheinen zu lassen. 

Es bittet nun aber der Mennonitische 
Geschichtsverein Manitobas, der diese 
Ausgabe ins Leben rief, dass unsere Leser 
und Interessenten in Manitoba und 
sonstwo, sich auch an diesem Werk 
beteilige n . Die Bucher sind ver
Mltnismassig billig ($25.00 pro Band) 
und eignen sich als Geschenke an per
sonen, Schulen oder Altersheime. Gaben 
fUr die Fertigstellung dieser Arbeit 
werden yom MMHS (Ken Reddig, 169 
Riverton Avenue) dankbar entgegenge
nommen. Die Ausgabe kann bezogen 
werden von Mennonite Books, 208A, 1317 
Portage Avenue, Winnipeg. VGn 

ABENDRUHE UND VOGELGESANG: U.B.C. 

Du kennst die Stille, welche uber das Dniversitatsgelande schleicht 
1m Fruhling, grade beim Sonnenuntergang, 
Wenn die letzte blassen, rotlichen Strahlen 
Noch den westlichen Himmel farben, 
Wenn auch schon sich das dunklere Purpur stehlt 
Uber den Gebirgen, und Englisch Buchtjenseits des Landes Spitze. 
Bibliothek, Laboratorien, und Halle stehen in stiller Gruppe, 
Gelassen, gesetzt in Ruh 
Nach einem weiteren Tag von Mengen vain sttirzenden Studentenhorden! 
Alles ist wieder in Ruh, wie rein gefegt, 
Verschwiegen, zusammen gezogen. 
Die Abendgottin legt ihren Finger an ihre Lippen, 
Kopf zuruck gehalten, denn sie horcht .... 
Eine Kuhle befindet sich im Wind, 
Der den Rock eines Vorbeigehenden bewegt, 
Dnd die nackten, doch schon knospentreibenden Aste 
Der Chausseebaume, die leise rauschen. 
Dann magst du gehort haben der Wanderdrosselleises Zwitschern, 
Den Tag verabschiedend, die Nacht begrussend, 
Begrussend auch die Ohren des Vorubergehenden, 
Fur den diese Abendszene, die stille Gebaude, Gestalten, 
Dnd der besegnende Himmel - diese ganze entlassene Ruhigkeit 
Scheint nur auf das wenige susse Schnalzen 
Zwei oder dreimal wiederholt 
Gewartet zu haben. 
So, in den orgeIahnlichen, leis en Vogelsnoten 
Welche der Spatheit eine gluhende Warme verleiht haben -
Wieder ein Tag voruber -
In des Augenblickes ewige Verganglichkeit 
Der trillernden N oten, 
Magst du vielleicht geblickt haben tief 
In eines anderen, in eines Fremden Augen, 
Dnd da erblickt die qualvolle, schmerzhafte Schonheit 
Der Wanderdrossel Abendgesang. 

Das Arnold Dyck Herausgeber Komitee. 
Stehend: Harry Loewen, Georg K Epp. 

- Heinrich Wiebe 

Vorne: Al Reimer, Victor G. Doerksen, Elisabeth Peters. 
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OURWORD 
AFFIRMING ACTION DEMONSTRATES 
A CHANGE OF HEART 

Affirmative Action, a term that is heard with increasing 
frequency nowadays, evokes different responses in different 
people. To some, this is a positive and much needed policy to 
fight the discriminatory barriers faced by some groups in our 
society. To others, it is a dirty word; it means that members of 
target groups go to the head of the line on the job market, 
keeping others well to the back. Frequently, charges of reverse 
discrimination are laid when affirmative action policies are 
implemented. 

In Canada, some jurisdictions have established affirmative 
action policies. The federal government has such a policy and 

. the government of Manitoba since 1983 has had an affirmative 
action program in effect within the civil service. A recent study 
by the Manitoba Association of Rights and Liberties, however, 
has found that these programs have as yet not come close to 
achieving their stated objectives. 

Affirmative action programs have been instituted out of a 
sense of justice and fair play. According to our constitution and 
human rights codes, every individual is equal. In terms of 
employment, however, some are less equal than others. The. 
Manitoba government has identified four target groups which 
are definitely under-represented in the Civil Service in propor
tion to their representation in the population at large; women, 
native people, visible minorities and the physically disabled. 

Our own attitudes tend to follow traditional ideas, and do not 
always reflect present realities. A woman's place, we say, is in 
the home. We fear that to hire and/or train a woman for a 
responsible job will be a waste of time and money since she is 
likely to withdraw from the workplace to take on child care 
responsibilities. Hence women, who need to be employed, suffer 
from discrimination. Recent immigrants, many of them highly 
trained professionals and skilled workers, cannot obtain work 
because they lack Canadian experience, language skills or the 
necessary papers to practise a profession in this country. Native 
people are often not hired because of certain stereotypical 
attitudes, and the physically disabled also encounter many bar
riers to employment, both pbysical and attitudinal. 

We take pride in Canada in the belief that we live in a "just 
society." A close look at statistics regarding the economic situa
tion of the above-mentioned groups should make us uneasy. 
Many of us feel that anyone with drive and ability can "get 
ahead." However, the fact is that, through no fault of their own, 
a significant number of people simply cannot share in the afflu
ence that many of us enjoy. 

While some businesses openly express fear that some day 
affirmative action will be imposed on them, others have for 
many years been quietly following their own programs, hiring 
people who have been in trouble with the law, or those who for 
other reasons have difficulty entering the job market. These 
employers have been willing to exercise the patience, compas-

30/mennonite mirror/november 1987 

sion and flexibility that are often necessary for success in such 
situations. Doing justice in our competitive society does require a 
positive and determined commitment to give support to thosH 
who might otherwise falter. Employers who havH taken this 
route are to be commended. 

In recent years our church conferences and organizations 
have recognized a need to institute affirmative action policies, 
particularly with regard to participation of women. Women are 
not represented on church boards in proportion to their repre
sentation in the churches. Surprisingly, much opposition to 
greater involvement of women comes from women themselves . 
Some feel that it simply is not their "role" to participate in 
church leadership. Traditionally, women have been expected to 
keep silent in church. It is hard to overcome years of conditioning 
and training, and convince oneself that, yes, one has something 
to say and also the right to say it. Not having years of practice as 
participants on church councils and in board rooms, women are 
very reluctant to risk making mistakes and become involved. Yet 
we all know that women have been extremely active in many 
areas of church life; have successfully organized many enter
prises which have enriched the church spiritually, educationally 
and financially. There is a fear of moving from the security of 
activity in which primarily women are involved, to involvement 
in decision making in the wider church community. At least half 
of the people in our churches are female. If the constituency is to 
be represented according to popUlation, then half of church and 
conference boards should be female. The church can only gain 
by having a greater breadth of representation in the decision 
making bodies. If this is to happen, women have to make the 
same courageous decisions that employers who decide on affir
mative action in their companies have to make. Similarly, church 
leaders who are male need to be supportive and encouraging. 
Many church leaders who are fully in favour of affirmative action 
have been discouraged by the fact that they receive opposition 
from the very people they wish to include. 

Accepting change and overcoming traditional attitudes is 
difficult for everybody. Yet change is a part of life. In most of our 
congregations we now fully accept the fact that women should 
participate in discussions at annual meetings, sit on church 
councils and serve as deacons. Many congregations now have 
women serving in pastoral roles. Forty years ago such involve
ment was rare. Most men and women feel that the changes that 
have occurred are positive. The people who are in decision 
making positions are to be encouraged to pursue the policy of 
greater involvement of women, even if at times this means 
changing structures or facing opposition. The term "affirmative 
action" is appropriate. Change does require action; there are 
people who should be affirmed in a positive way as members of 
the church community. - Ruth Vogt 



WINTER'S AUTO BODY lTD. 
---SPECIALl7ING IN ---

All MAKES OF CARS 

Winnipeg Building & 
Decorating Ltd. 

1010 ARLINGTON 
(1 Blk. North 01 William) 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS ====== 

• A COMPLETE REMODELLING SERVICE • 

DONALD T. MacANGUS - HENRY THIESSEN 
DAVID MacANGUS 

56 Ellen St., Winnipeg, Man. - 942-6121 

G. 1<. BRAUN INSURANCE SERVICES LTD. 

G3 
LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

INCLUDINC, I8.~_~~JJI 

For serUlce. phone or come to 

171 Donald 5t , Rm . 301 Box UO . 
Wtnnlpeq Man R3C 1 M4 RosenO rl . Mdn ROG 1 WO 
Phone 942 6171 Phone 1 746H411 

Escorted Coach Holidays 
John Fehr 

1050 Henderson Hwy. President 
Winnipeg, Man. R2K 2M5 Phone (204) 338-7011 

Fehr-Way is the Fun-Way 

John 
Fehr 
Insurance 

10S0 HENDERSON HIGHWAY 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2K 2M5 

For all your insurance needs 

Ken Peters 338-7811 

ONE STOP SERVICE CENTRE 

SIMCOE MOTORS LTD. 
Owner : Henry Suderman 

--------
850 Notre Dame Ave. 

786·6506 
"Quality Work at Fair Prices - Over 25 Years" 
Domestic and Foreign Cars and Light Trucks 

Courtesy Car Available 

William Martens 
Barrister and Solicitor 

137 Scott Street 
(Stradbrook and Scott, 1 Block east of Osborne) 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L OK9 

.Telephone 475-9420 

~[~ 
WINNIPEG WELDING SUPPLIES LTD. 

45 ARCHIBALD STREET, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 
R2J OV7 

PETER W. DOERKSEN 
Business 233·3434 
Residence 269·3877 

Derksen 
Plumbing 
& Heating 

(1984) LTD. 

807 Mcleod Ave., Winnipeg, Man. 

• Commercial 
• Residential 
• Renovations and Repairs 

Call 668-4450 

Thorne Ernst & Whinney 
Chartered Accountants 

For professional advice on accounting and :ludiling. taxation. 
computer services. business performance. and financial planning. 
300 - 386 Broadway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C OA9 
Telephone: (204) 957-1770 

Member of .. Ernst & Whinney International 
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Word came from Russia in 1920 that many were starving. This 

mother and daughter were photographed picking up grains of 

wheat at the port where food aid had been unloaded . When 

food was distributed in Russia there was great thanksgiving. 
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