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ForeWord 

T his edition includes articles on two quite different people - one in business and 
the other in MCC. On the surface one might assume that they have nothing in 
common aside from the fact that their stories appear in the same edition of the 
Mirror. Nothing could be further from the truth because both have what some 
described as a "social conscience." One is John Buhler and the other is Reg Toews. 

Mr. Buhler is famous in Manitoba and Canada as the businessman who 
succeeds in "turning around" losing companies and making them profitable again. 
According to the article in this iss,ue, he feels a sense of achievement not in adding 
bucks to the bottom line but in saving and creating jobs. In fact, his objective is to 
create 1,000 new jobs. The article published here was first printed in the December 
issue of Mid- Canada Commerce. 

Reg Toews' career is quite different. While one expects someone in social work 
to have a " social conscience" one does not expect such a person to step off an 
upwardly mobile government career ladder and move into MCC work. Mr. Toews 
did it and his years at MCC have been as valuable to him as for the organization. 
While every organization needs executives like Mr. Toews, he nevertheless shies 
away from taking the credit for any successes it may have enjoyed, perferring to give 
the credit to the people who serve in its many outposts. 

To put into practice the Anabaptist principles of peace and peacemaking is 
difficult at the best of times; but those who choose to be peacemakers in a "hard" 
urban environment (such as Los Angeles) and in a culture that is not typically 
European Mennonite, the challenge is special. Gordon Nickel, who was on the staff 
of the MB Herald before going to the seminary in Fresno, spent part of this past 
summer with an MB church in a Spanish section of LA. The experience opened his 
eyes to insights about peacemaking in a violent and difficult setting. 

AI Reimer's novel, My Harp Has Turned to Mourning has been out for more 
than a month. While it will be officially reviewed in a later issue, this edition 
includes an unsolicited commentary by John J. Enns, a judge in the provincial court 
of Manitoba, who describes the novel as, among other things, a "precious addition 
to my library." 

The recent death of Frank H. Epp marks the loss to the Mennonite community 
of both an outstanding person and scholar. Roy Vogt pays tribute to his memory and 
his achievements in an article in this issu~. 

One item in this edition arises from the death in December of Henry Krahn; the 
poem by Jack Thiessen in the German section is a tribute to Dr. Krahn, but its words 
may easily be extended to encompass Dr. Epp as well. 

There are more letters in this issue than usual, and it's because these readers 
have taken the time to write in the past two months. We appreciate the letters and 
encourage you to write, it shows you care about what we put in these pages. 

You will find our regular features in this issue. Take the time to read - or at least 
skim - each page because you may discover something worth knowing and 
remembering. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION MA Y BE DUE 
The Mennonite Mirror depends on paid-up subscriptions for support. At the 
sallie time, it has decided because of rising postal charges to not send notices 
of subscriptions due. This will be your reminder. 

Please check the expiry date of your address label. The number indicates 
year and month of expiry. For example 8509 means your subscription expired 
September, 1985. The number 9912 indicates that you are a pensioner and 
therefore there is no charge. The absence of any figure means you have never 
paid. Names of those who do not pay will be deleted . 

Subscriptions cost $10 for one year, $18 for two years; send your address 
label along with a cheque payable to Mennonite Mirror, 203-818 Portage 
Avenue, Winnipeg, R3G ON4. 
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Still 
valid 

• • mission 
"This book is based on the conviction 
that the rad i cal reformers of the si x
teenth century had insight into the 
nature of the church and its mission to 
the world which will throw needed light 
on our questions today." 

So says Wilbert R. Shenk regarding 
Anabaptism and Mission (Herald Press, 
1984), with chapters by Franklin H . lit
tell, Cornelius J. Dyck, John H. Yoder, 
Jose Gallardo, and others. 

"The justification for this volume rests 
on three considerations," Shenk sug
gests. "First, we offer this collection of 
essays as an alternative 'reading' of mis
sion. Virtually all mission history and · 
theology has been presented from the 
viewpoint of the dominant ecclesiastical 
traditions. We believe fresh perspec
tives can be opened up through an 
alternative approach. 

"Second, we are committed to 
encouraging conversation among the 
various Christian traditions. This repre
sents a modest contribution to that 
larger discussion. Third, the mis
siological literature from a believers' 
church stance is not plentiful. This, 
therefore, is an attempt to identify this 
limited body of literature in the hope it 
will encourage further development." 

"I nteresti ngly, none of the major 
protestant reformers issued a clear call 
to mission," Shenk points out. "By con
trast, the Anabaptists believed the Great 
Commission remained binding on 
Christians and set about evangelizing 
their society. The Anabaptist under
standing of the nature of the church as 
being essentially missionary is a major 
contribution to any conversation about 
the nature and the mission of the 
church. " 

Anabaptism and Mission, edited by 
Wilbert R. Shenk (Herald Press, Scott
dale, PennsylvanialKitchener, Ont., 
7984); Pb, 267 pages; $77.95 ($75.55 in 
Canada). 
From a Herald Press news release. 
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John Buhler 

John Buhler says if he urent broke, 
he urould still be a success 

T he sign outside the Transcona build
ing that houses Farm King and its various 
subsidiaries identifies the whole opera
tion simply as "Buhler." The man 
behind the company, and the name, has 
a decidedly unpretentious office in the 
heart of the building, which until 
recently was a warehouse. Noise from 
the plant on the other side of one wall 
competes with the ever-ringing din of 
his two telephones. The desk is covered 
with papers, the office itself is cluttered 
with knick-knacks and trinkets of all 
sizes and shapes, and the constant flow 
of visitors, from his secretary to his line 
managers, refer to the man touted as the 
'turnaround king' as "Johnny." 

John Buhler is an unlikely knight in 
shining armour who loves to rescue 
companies in distress. Elf-like in stature 
and demeanour, he dresses comfort
ably, sports a brilliant diamond wedding 
ring and a large pendant under his tie, 
drinks a lot of water and harbours a con
stant smile. Hardly the look of a corpo
rate saviour. 

He may not look the part, but he sure 
does act it. He sloughs off suggestions 
that he has a gift for knowing which 
companies can be saved and which are 

lost causes, but there's no question he's 
got something. His good deeds and 
noble (and usually successful) attempts 
to support the Manitoba economy - his 
latest goal is to create 1,000 new jobs in 
the provi nce by 1993 - have been well
documented, from national media cov
erage to a chapter in The Money Rustlers 
a new book that profiles some of West
ern Canada's most successful entre
preneurs. 

Buhler is at the same time modest and 
boastful about his skills and accom
plishments. "How do you gauge suc
cess?" he asks rhetorically. I want to 
create 1,000 new jobs in Manitoba, and 
I'm only at 200 right now. That's only 20 
percent." 

But on the other hand, "The most 
important thing is how you feel about 
yourself. I'm confident - it wouldn't 
matter to me if I went broke, because I'd 
still be a success. I have a successful 
attitude." Pressed to explain, he pauses, 
looks about the room, then offers, "It's 
feeling good about yourself. Not every
one feels good about themselves. They 

by Therasa Harrison 

say, 'I can't do that.' But it's because 
they don't try." 

No one could accuse John Buhler of 
not trying. The son of poor Mennonite 
immigrants who settled in Morden, 
Buhler's entrepreneurial spirit mani
fested itself early. He opened a Ford and 
Rambler dealership with his own (and 
borrowed) money while still in his early 
20's, and in 1970, at the age of 38, he 
rescued his father-in-Iaw's farm 
machinery business from collapse. 

In 1978, having worked the business, 
renamed Farm King, into a successful 
operation, Buhler decided to expand his 
horizons. He bought provincially
owned Morden Fine Foods Ltd., a can
nery in serious financial shape, and after 
three years of losses managed to turn a 
profit in 1981. And along the way, he 
saved 100 jobs for Manitoba·ns, an 
accomplishment he seems to place 
above a" others. Buhler sold the can
nery in 1981, and it was bankrupt within 
a year. 

More recent corporate salvages like 
the Winnipeg plant of the Chicago
based Allied Farm Equipment Inc. and 
Standard Industries Ltd. saved more 
than 70 jobs and cemented Buhler's title 
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as the 'turnaround King of Manitoba.' 
His only real frustration so far came in 

1983, when he attempted to bring 
bankrupt White Farm Equipment of 
Brantford, Ontario, to Manitoba. Long 
an advocate of a strong farm machinery 
sector in this province, Buhler was dis
appointed when Borg-Warner Accep
tance (Canada) Ltd. of Toronto, a 
subsidiary of the American industrial 
equipment conglomerate, was suc
cessful with its higher bid . 

Hanging up the telephone after res
cuing yet another damsel company in 
distress, Buhler talks about himself in a 
straightforward, no-nonsense manner. 
"Turnarounds - that's my expertise. I 
don 't know if it 's a talent, though. I like 
to think anyone can do it. 

" It comes down to knowing the right 
time to buy and sell, but it really isn 't 
very difficult to know when to act." 

The key to success, he stresses, is the 
product. It has to be good, and it has to 
be the right price. "Most people blame 
their (business) problems on marketing, 
but that' s wrong. If you have a good 
product, you must sell it at the right 
price, and that means controlling costs 
at every leveL " Buhler keeps his pay
abies in an accordion file - "It gives you 
a mental picture of how the company is 
doing." 

He is a businessman from the old 
school, the one that teaches you to set 
goals and not be deterred by impedi
ments, that maintains a verbal agree
ment and a handshake are as binding as 
any written contract, that insists honesty 
is the best policy. "I tell my purchasing 
people that if they lie to a client (about a 
price of a product), they won't be work
ing here tomorrow." 

He tells the story of being a schoolboy 
in Morden and w atching a local imple
ment dealer who had gone bankrupt 
continue to drive around town in his 
Cad iliac. " That upset me, even at that 
age," Buhler recalls . "I decided then 
and there that if I ever went broke, I'd 
work all my life to payoff all my debts." 

He need not worry about repaying 
creditors. Farm King's bottom line last 
year read $13.4 million. "We've always 
had sales increases when the economy 
was bad," Buhler smiles in explanation. 
"In a bad economy, when things are 
tough, people say you can't sell. That's 
when it's easiest to sell, because every-, 
one else quits." During the 1970s, when 
other companies were expanding, 
Buhler says he knew the prosperity 
would be short-lived, "and I just pulled 
in my horns and waited." 

The president of Farm King says he 
has put a $50,000 ceiling on his own 
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salary, and is not overly impressed w[th 
the money the company is making. 
"Those figures are nothing," he says 
casually. ''I'd like to have $50 million in 
sales. 0 

"To reach my goal of 1,000 new jobs, 
I need $90 million in sales." A very lofty 
figure, but Buhler is; naturally, confident 
he'll reach it. He still hopes to buy Flyer 
Industries, the provincially-owned and 
perennially-troubled bus manufacturer. 
This, he says, will guarantee the jump in 
sales for which he's looking. "We will 
have to do it through acquisition. You 
simply can't do it through natural 
growth in your own company." 

John Buhler once planned to retire 
when he was 45, but now says he will 
likely work until he's 90, when "Just as a 
token, I'll buy a last little factory some
where and then slow down." He 
doesn't think himself a workaholic, 
although "I've always done things in a 
big way," and he seems tireless in the 
office and on the telephone. " I've 
always felt that I'd rather work in a 
scrapyard than drive a ball around a golf 
course," he says. "As a result, I'm not a 
very good golfer." 

Somehow, a great golf stroke doesn 't 
seem important when compared with 
John Buhler's other accomplishments. 
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His score - the many jobs he's saved 
and companies he's rescued - is much 
more impressive. 

(Re-printed from the December, 7985, 
edition of Mid-Canada Commerce, by 
permission.) 
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Gennie left and Louis Samudio with the author's son, Daniel. , , 

Making peace 
in a violent cODiDIunity: 
Lessons froDi a month 

in City Terrace 

As pastor Louis Samudio was locking 
up the meetingplace one warm L.A. 
evening last June, he heard a man 
approach the chain-link fence and 
begin to shout at him. Louis looked up 
and recognized the man as the husband 
of an abused woman he had been help
ing just that week. The man was drunk, 
and he was looking for a fight. 

Mondo heard the abusive shouting all 
the way to the parsonage and came to 
investigate. By the time he joined Louis, 
the drunk man had pulled out a knife 
and was swinging it at the pastor, stag
gering with every arc. Louis tried to talk 
with the man, but he was incoherent. 

"He's loaded," Mondo observed . 
"Let's hit him and take his knife away 
before he hurts somebody." 

"No, Mondo," Louis replied. "We 
don't do that anymore. We follow Jesus 
now." 

The new day, when these two mid
dle-aged Hispanic Mennonites told me 
their story, I was struck by three things. 

by Gordon Nickel 

First, this experience was nothing 
unusual for them. Second, neither was 
frightened by the brush with violence. 
And third, not only Mondo had strug
gled with the impulse to lay the man flat 
- but the pastor as well. 

It's so easy when they're drunk," is 
the way Mondo put it. II All it takes is one 
good punch," he added, motioning with 
his fist. 

This was just one of many learning 
opportunities which presented them
selves last June when I and my family 
lived and worked with the City Terrace 
Mennonite Brethren Church in Los 
Angeles. While studying at the Men
nonite Brethren Biblical Seminary in 
Fresno, Gwen and I had been invited by 
the church to help it prepare a slide 
presentation on itself. We'd said yes 
immediately. 

We arrived at the beginning of June 
and found the meetingplace located 

. squarely in the midst of the Hispanic 

community on the city's east side. The 
church arranged for us to live in that 
community. 

On the second day of our stay, Louis 
told me that when he'd been ordai ned to 
be a Mennonite Brethren pastor, he'd 
had a bit of trouble with the part in the 
Confession of Faith about not par
ticipating in war. That disappointed me. 
I'd been studying Anabaptist theology 
during the previous year and had just 
finished helping edit a book on the bib
lical way of peace. But I said nothing, . 
reminding myself that I'd come to learn 
from Louis and not the other way 
around. 

In retrospect I'm glad I kept quiet. As I 
followed Louis around for a month, he 
taught me much more about peacemak
ing than I could have taught him. 

I first learned that the neighborhood 
surrounding the meetingplace is one of 
the most violent communities in North 
America. And the congregation hadn't 
moved to the suburbs to avoid danger, 
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but was responding to the challenge in a 
remarkable w ay. 

Vi olence in the City Terrace commu
nity took a number of forms, including 
gang violence with its retaliation and 
murder; family violence, · especially 
toward women and children; and the 
viol ence of alcohol and hard drugs. 
Loui s and many other members had 
grown up in the local gangs and had no 
fear about mixing with them. They 
invited whole gangs, or even rival 
gangs, into their meetingplace for spe
cial dramas which showed a way out of 
the cycle of violence. 

The family violence in the community 
is partly a result of an attitude which the 
Hispanic culture ingrains into men: 
machismo. It is also caused by the abuse 
of alcohol and drugs. The women and 
children suffer the most. Here I saw 
Louis, his wife Genny, and others at 
work, comforting and counselling, con
necting abused women with legal help, 
and bringing broken families together 
through the power of jesus. The neigh
borhood respected Louis highly for this, 
and almost daily local people in trouble 
would ca ll him for help. 

Most of the members of the little 
church had suffered the violence of 
alcohol and drugs, and some had lived 
under the bondage of heroin or PCP (a 
hallucinogenic drug) - including the 
pastor, who at one point prior to his 
conversion used to shoot $350 of heroin 
into his body every day, supporting the 
habit by dai Iy thefts. It was here that 
members had a special burden. Their 
vision was not to build a fancy new 
sanctuary in the suburbs, but rather to 
establish a home for drug addicts where 
they could be delivered from their 
addiction and helped through to pro
ductive Christian lives. 

Louis had been turned around at such 
a home, called "Victory Outreach," and 
one day he took me to see it. What I saw 
was a large home full of about 30 men 
and 15 women, living a disciplined life 
of work and Bible study. The home was 
staffed mainly by ex-addicts who had 
themselves been delivered at the home. 
Graduates of the home were setting up 
new homes in other California centers. 
The director said that due to lack of 
space, every day he had to turn down 
about a dozen requests from addicts. 

The second thing I learned was that 
the church did its peacemaking in a 
straightforward and unassuming way. 
Members knew the power of the things 
that had bound them in the past, and that 
this power will not be broken by mere 
words or statements or even confessions 
of faith. In their experience, there is only 
one power greater than the power of the 
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barrio, and that is the power of jesus. So 
they offer jesus in a very unself-con
scious way to the people around them. 

As I observed this, I remembered 
something that my seminary studies had 
suggestedto me: that in New Testament 
terms, the work of Christ is first and 
foremost a victory over the powers that 
hold mankind in bondage; and that 
peacemaking is not passivity, but rather 
fighting on the right side in the right 
battle - the war of the Lamb. That 
thought helped me to appreciate what 
was really happening in the City Terrace 
community. 

Finally, I learned that peacemaking is 
a ministry to be done with great joy. Our 
entire month in Los Angeles was bathed 
in good fellowship, mutual respect, and, ~ 
best of all, laughter. Louis' laughter dis
armed the people around him, includ
ing the cholos in the nearby housing 
projects. It was a laughter that came 
straight from the heart, and was always 
very close to prayer or witness. 

The Hispanics in the congregation 
celebrated their fellowship in the ways 
they knew best - with burritos or 
enchiladas and a Spanish song from 
time to time. As far as I could tell, they 
saw their ethnicity as a way to build 
bridges. Thus they were anxious to 
celebrate what the "minorities" in the 
congregation brought with them, 
including a Zairian family, a jewess, and 
a handful of Dutch-Prussian-Russians. 
They also saw family ties as oppor
tunities to pass on the gospel of peace to 
people caught in the grip of violence
not in a forced or manipulative way, I 
believe, but out of honest concern and 
love. 

The ministry wh ich the City Terrace 
church has chosen is a costly one. New 
converts frequently struggle with the 
magnet-like attraction of alcohol and 
hard drugs long after their initial com
mitment to Christ. They need "intensive 
care" from the church. Some are not 
able to hang on. But along with the dis
couragements come some lively exam
ples of the power of God to change lives. 

Gwen and I were particularly 
impressed with Stella, a young woman 
who had grown up in the local gangs 
and had been addicted to PCP during 
her teen years. PCP is an animal tran
quilizer (used on elephants!); dealers 
acquire the drug illegally and dip ciga
rettes in it for sale on the street. The City 
Terrace church helped Stella to commit 
her life to Christ, and her desire for the 
drug left her. 

Today Stella's life is not easy. She 
works in the cafeteria of a local school. 
She is raising two young boys. She 

remains married to a non-Chri sti an 
husband at his request, and receives no 
encouragement for her Christian w alk 
from him. Yet she told Gwen that her 
greatest desire in life is to help the peo
ple in the community who are living in 
the bondage that she used to know. She 
joyfully and fearlessly testifies to groups 
of prisoners, or drug addicts, of the 
power that has set her free. She is an 
active peacemaker in a violent commu
nity. 

Gordon Nickel is at the Mennonite 
Brethren Seminary in Fresno, California, 
and was on the staff of the MB Herald. 
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Reg Toews 

Reg ToeUTs Blay give credit 
to the people UTho serve in MCC, 
but sOBle belongs to hiDl too 
T he last time I'd heard Reg Toews's 
voice it was in October, 1985, over 
national radio and he was telling the 
world what he could about the so
called kidnapping of fellow MCC 
worker Bob Burkholder in Beirut, 
Lebanon. As we talked on this particular 
Sunday afternoon, I was eager to find 
out what had gone on behind the scenes 
with Bob Burkholder and how it felt to 
be at the top when your people were in 
danger. Before we got to the topic of 
MCC though, there was his career in the 
civil service to examine, a career which 
gave him valuable administrative expe
rience he eventually took with him to 
MCC. 

But there is a chapter even before that. 
Born and raised - at 6'6" Reg gives new 
meaning to the word "raised" - in 
Steinbach, Reg got his first taste of lead
ership even before he left for university. 
He was president of the ISCF and also 
active in the Kleinegemeinde (Evangel
ical Mennonite Conference). We 
chuckle together as Reg recalls the min
ister who warned him about the Win
nipeg ISCF people because they went to 
movies and the girls wore make-up. 

Reg, as everyone calls him, picks up 
the story from 1963. That was the year he 
graduated with his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of Manitoba, 
as well as the year he decided to go into 
social work. Reg had entertained 
notions of being either a teacher or a 
social worker but the decision was 
finally made for him when the Depart
ment of Health and Welfare offered him 
a job as a welfare worker in the Inter
lake. As Reg explains, he really got into 

by Marj Toews 

social work by accident and the signifi
cant question is not how he got in but 
why he stayed. 

After a year in the Interlake he real
ized he liked social work enough to stay 
with it and decided to take advantage of 
a program the then Conservative gov
ernment led by Premier Duff Roblin was 
offering its employees. In this program 
the government would pay the tuition 
costs of further schooling as well as pro
vide summer employment. The only 
condition was that the beneficiaries 
must work two years for the province for 
every year of education they'd received 
under this program. 

When he graduated with his Master of 
Social Work degree in 1967, Reg and his 
wife Phyllis (Dueck) made a decision 
that in retrospect, Reg feels, was the key 
to his later career advancement. They 
asked to be placed in Thompson, Man., 
an unusual request given that most new 
graduates would sooner buy their way 
out of their commitment to the govern
ment than leave southern Manitoba. But 
Reg and Phyllis were ready for some
thing new and challenging and so, 
undaunted, they headed north to the 
mining town of Thompson, then in its 
heyday as a booming frontier city thriv
ing on a robust international nickel mar
ket. 

Three days after they arrived in 
Thompson the one other social worker 
quit, leaving Reg as the only social 
worker in a town of 13;000. For the next 
seven months he dealt with every kind 
of problem 24-hours-a-day. Once he 

even found a foster parent for a home
less baby on the ball diamond. Someone 
suggested the first base lady might be 
interested in fostering a baby and sure 
enough, she was. 

The job demanded constant cre
ativity. They were tough months but 
somehow he survived. He and Phyllis 
had one cardinal rule during this period 
to head off even more stress. They 
resolved that no matter how difficult the 
situation they would never use their 
own home as a foster home. Their home 
was busy in any case because their two 
daughters, Lynne and Barbara, were 
born in Thompson in 1967 and 1969, 
respectively. 

In 1968, discovering it three days after 
the appointment, Reg was made acting 
regional director for the newly-created 
Thompson region. Overnight he be
came responsible for administering a 
staff of 30 in a region encompassing 
Thompson, Churchill, Gillam, at a time 
when the Native population was begin
ning to awaken politically. Reg likens 
the process of developing programs at 
the time to "building the boat while 
crossing the river. You don't dare stop 
doing either one if you want to reach the 
other side." 

In 1970 Reg and Phyllis and their 
young family moved back to Winnipeg 
after Reg had been asked to take over the 
Eastman region of the Department of 
Health and Social Development. He 
was called on to rebuild the region just 
as the neophyte NDP government was 
introducing new welfare concepts. The 
Eastman region was used as an experi
ment in implementing the policy of sep-
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arcHing welfare from social services, and 
making all of the latter more accessible 
by providing them at one location. 

Three years later, in 1973, Reg was 
promoted to coordinator of social ser
vices in the department and six months 
after that he was made executive direc
tor of social services for the province 
with a corresponding legislative title of 
Director of Welfare. In this new role he 
was responsible for a staff of 60 at head
quarters and 300 more in the field who 
were delivering the whole gamut of 
social services, from probation to child 
welfare to health care. 

By now Reg had moved up from 
being a Welfare Worker A (or B, he's not 
sure) at the beginning of his career to a 
Senior Officer 2, a total of 14 steps up the 
civil service ladder, and an impressive 
climb for a boy from Steinbach (and a 
Kleinegemei nder at that) whose minister 
had warned him to be wary of the Win
nipeg young people because the girls 
wore make-up. Reg stresses that he 
wasn't more capable than many of his 
colleagues but that his experience in the 
north had created opportunities and 
opened doors that normally wouldn't be 
open to a man in his late twenties and 
early thirties. 

Having been so involved in imple
menting NDP social policy, it was not 
surprising that enquiries were made to 
see if he would be interested in becom
ing assistant deputy minister. While 
obviously comfortable with NDP social 
policy he was not as certain about NDP 
economic policy and so it was not pur
sued. 

As it happened Reg and Phyllis had 
their own plans for the future. In a move 
reminiscentoftheirdecision to go north, 
they decided to join the Mennonite 
Central Committee, the smallish relief, 
development and service organization 
founded in 1920 when starving Men
nonites in the Ukraine appealed for help 
from North American Mennonites. Like 
many people from a Mennonite back
ground with a Christian faith commit
ment, they wanted to serve a little more 
directly and MCC was a logical organi
zation to join even if it meant a signifi
cant salary cut. Reg deadpans, "We'd 
never had any difficulty spending my 
previous salary and we didn't have any 
spending this one either." 

Once again, Reg was at the right place 
at the right time. After a term as Cana
dian Voluntary Service director, he and 
his family moved to MCC headquarters 
in Akron, Pennsylvania, where Reg 
became associate executive secretary. 
MCC was in the midst of trying to inte
grate more Canadians into administra-
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tion and Reg jokes he got the job as a 
"token Canadian." The next stop for the 
"token Canadian" was the job of exec
utive secretary of MCC. He enjoyed this 
position, not least because he came to 
appreciate the Swiss Mennonites whom 
he found to be much gentler than the 
more aggressive and forthright Russian 
Mennonites 

Reg maintains he never really wanted 
the job of executive secretary. When 
there was some difficulty in filling the 
vacancy when William Snyder stepped 
down after 24 years as executive secre
tary, he agreed to serve on a caretaker 
basis provided the search would con
tinue for a successor. A successor in the 
person of John Lapp having been duly 
found, Reg has returned to his 'former 
position of associate executive secretary 
in a term that runs until 1988. 

As we talk Reg reflects on some of the 
changes that have taken place in MCC 
during his 12 years. For one thing MCC is 
much larger now. It numbers 900 peo
ple, 500 of them overseas. More signifi
cantly, perhaps, the U.S.-Canadian 
relationship has been altered, with the 
result that Canadians now have a larger 
and more independent role within 
MCC's overall framework. Reg charac
terizes the current partnership as a 
modern marriage: both partners have 
separate bank accounts and consult 
each other before making major deci
sions. Though the earlier relationship 
had come close at times to ending in 
divorce, at present it appears to be as 
good as it's ever been. 

And yet, though Reg can undoubtedly 
take credit for some of these changes, it 
is clear that what matters more to him is 
the continuity of the MCC tradition. The 
changes have been made, in fact, so that 
the tradition can continue. Reg de
scribes MCC's spiritual mandate as "an 
expression of our best understanding of 
the Bible," with the goal of loving and 
serving one's neighbor, even if the 
neighbor is according to government 
also one's enemy. ( 

More specifically, he feels that a doc
trine of nonresistance is really only 
credible if it is given positive expression. 
As proof that Mennonites increasingly 
interpret their faith this way, he points to 
increasing participation in MCC by 
American Mennonites in the post-Viet 
Nam draft era. One might expect the 
numbers to decrease if nonresistance 
were merely a matter of non-involve
ment in war. 

If MCC has maintained its spiritual 
mandate, it has also maintained its par
ticular approach to aid. Right from the 
beginning in 1920 when aid was sent to 

Russia in the combined form of food and 
personnel, MCC has stubbornly stuck 10 
the principle of accompanying aid with 
personnel. In the past this has meant 
turning down generous governmE!nt 
grants when personnel to match has not 
been available. Reg defends this princi
ple, reasoning that the success of MCC is 
dueto its ability to workon a small scale, 
and that becoming too big, too fast, 
might endanger the very success gov
ernments applaud with their offers of 
money. 

Finally, there is the tradition of Men
nonite conferences working together, a 
tradition begun in 1920 and maintained 
with some considerable effort ever 
since. As Reg points out, if there are 12 
Mennonites in a room there will be 13 
opinions, and if there are 12 Mennonite 
conferences in a room there will be even 
more. But underlying his comment is 
evident satisfaction at having worked 
with the whole spectrum of Mennonite 
conferences and having made common 
ground with all of them at least some of 
the time. He feels that if support from the 
Mennonite churches is welcome, so is 
criticism, for input is essential if MCC is 
to stay representative of the Mennonite 
constituency. 

At last I get to ask about Bob Burk
holder and how Reg has dealt with the 
fear of seeing co-workers at risk. His 
response is moving in its sincerity. He 
admits the subject is worrisome but 
there is an emotion close to awe in his 
voice has he expresses his admiration 
for MCCers who, like Burkholder and 
his wife, keep working day after day in 
tense situations, not because of a macho 
attitude but out of a deep faith and a 
desire to get on with the job they feel 
called to do. There is pride and un
deniable conviction in Reg's voice as he 
describes the honour it has been to work 
with the likes of the Burkholders and 
many, many more who have shared in 
the work of MCC. One senses that get
ting to know and work with the men and 
women who make up MCC has been the 
greatest reward of the job for Reg. 

And where will Reg Toews go when 
his present term with MCC expires in 
1988? He doesn't know at this point but 
he feels he has another mini-career 
ahead of him, maybe with the govern
ment, maybe with ... who knows? 
Wouldn't it be a coincidence if his next 
job just happened to require a little 
maintenance here, a little restructuring 
there, and a lot of continuity throughout. 

mm 



TUTO vieUTs of good lDanners 
and the 'CroUTn Prince's party 
Letter from Swaziland: 3 and 4 

I t is September as I write, which is 
spring in Swaziland. Soon we'll have the 
rains but meanwhile the fields and pas
tures look grey and bleak. The Swazi 
dwellings, known as bee-hive huts, 
with their slanted thatched roofs, blend 
into the scene. Add to it the stretched
out dogs sleeping on the warm sand of 
the roadside, movi ng only when a vehi ·· 
cle is about to hit it, and you get a some
what depressing picture. I have never 
seen such starved, skinny and miserable 
creatures as these dogs. They are totally 
harmless. if you lift your hand, and with 
the tail between their legs and a yelp 
they slink away with a last sideglance 
only to lie down again some distance 
away. 

In contrast, the mission station oper-
ated by the Catholic nuns presents a 
most lively scene. There is the school 
and you see sisters in the classroom or in 
the library; other sisters are nurses in the 
clinic; some are outside supervising the 
irrigation and weeding in the orchard 
and vegetable garden; one sister is driv
ing a truck to town to get groceries and 
other necessities for the nuns and for the 
200 students who live in the dorrnito
ries; there are the teachers' houses, 
more than 20 units, and one of the sis
ters, on a bicycle, makes the rounds 
checking the plumbing or hear com
plaints about a leaking roof. Dressed in 
spotless white habits the sisters are 
readily visible. You think there must be 
about 50 of them, and you are wrong. 
There are 13. Their pace and perfor
mance are incredible. 

Karl lives in a duplex. The other 
apartment is occupied by Bamfo and his 
family. They are from Ghana. Besides 
Karl there is one other white teacher, a 
Belgian. He is Flemish and his name is 
Vandarp, which everyone who speaks 

Low German knows means "one from 
the village." Heis a likeable young man 
and has a Belgian girl friend teaching in 
a neighboring school. 

One day Bamfo and his wife had vis
itors from Ghana. The women prepared 
a dinner and invited us to eat with them. 
That is, the men sat at the table while the 
women occupied themselves in the 
kitchen. They only appeared when 
some service was required . The children 
played outside. W e had large portions of 
rice on our plates and in the middle of 
the table was a bowl of gravy with gen
erous chunks of meat. I took a good 
helping but found the meat rather 
chewy. Finally I asked what kind of meat 
it was, and was told that it was cow's 
intestines. People here are easily 
offended when you refuse what is 
willingly proffered. One stern look from 
Karl and I dutifully continued chewing. 

Our most frequent visitor is Henry 
Mhkawanazi, a native Swazi and strong 
traditionalist. He is a friend and col
league of Karl. Henry knows the folk
ways and customs of the Swazis down to 
the smallest detai Is . He is a mine of 
information and it is a pleasure to ' 
engage him in conversation . 

One day the topic is marriage. Poly
gamy is common in the country, as is 
illegitimacy, and both entail no stigma. 
Though Henry is a Christian he is not 
willing to give up all tribal traditions. 
The Christian church, he feels, has to 
make some concessions to native ways. 

" Is it true, " I ask him, " that an unmar
ried mother can name the father, and 
even if he denies paternity, the child can 
bear hi s name?" 

"Yes," says Henry, "the child is 
always entitled to that name. But 
whether the man denies paternity or not, 
his clan is interested in establishing the 

by Victor Peters 

truth, for if the man is the father, then the 
child is a member of their clan whether 
the accused man likes it or not. This is 
done in the following way," Henry con
tinues, "the man 's mother, his grand
mother, his aunts and other relatives go 
to look at the infant. They study its fea
tures, the toes and fingers, hands and 
feet, the lines in the palm of the hand, 
the shape of the ears and the earlobes, 
and many other distinctive parts of the 
body. Then they arrive at a decision 
whether the infant belongs to the man's 
clan or not." You will not be surprised 
when I say I can spend hours with 
Henry. 

One afternoon one of Karl's students, 
a boy of about 14, is at the door with a 
question about the assignment. Karl 
introduces us and the boy extends hi s 
hand to me for a handshake. In doing so 
the boy supports his right hand with his 
left hand, and when I touch his hand it is 
as limp as a rag. Later I ask Karl what was 
ailing the poor boy. "Nothing," said 
Karl, "They are taught great respect for 
adults . This was the boy ' s w ay of 
demonstrating that he was not worthy to 
raise his hand to greet you, and could do 
so only with difficulty and the assistance 
of his other hand. To firmly extend your 
hand would be brazen and shameless." 
One boy had told Karl that if at home he 
looked his mother straight into the eye 
when he spoke to her she would regard 
that as disrespect and swat him one. 
Young people in Swaziland are verv 
polite and well-behaved . They had bet
ter be. 

T he most important ruler of Swaziland 
was King Sobhuza II (1899-1982). Even 
today at the end of the evening's televi-
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sion program when the national anthem 
is pl ayed hi s picture appears on the 
screen. Sobhuza 's picture is also in 
classrooms and on the w alls of public 
offices. Karl's living room is decorated 
with a poster on which the qualities of 
Sobhuza are extolled in 10 long verses. 
Example: 

In him w e have 
A living computer 
And an encyclopedia, 
A custod ian of Swazi 
Law and customs and 
A founta in of wisdom 
From which many drink. 

I assume that Sobhuza was a Christian 
for he had an interdenominational 
church, the largest in Swaziland, built 
across from the Royal Kraal. He was also 
a traditionalist and had many wives. 
Estimates range from 80 to 240. When 
Sobhuza died in 1982, leaving many 
widows and sons, there was some ques
tion of succession, but this was taken 
care of by Swazi custom. 

A long time ago the Swazis had a king 
who w as a holy terror, but his temper 
and viciousness were moderated by his 
mother. Since that time the king's 
mother is greatly respected and given 
the name Indlovakazi, which translated 
is " The She-Elephant" (the elephant 
being known for its wisdom). King 
Sobhuza II , when he died, was too old to 
still have a living mother, so he 
appointed his oldest wife as the "She
Elephant." However, after he died there 
was a palace coup and the old widow 
w as replaced by a much younger widow 
of Sobhuza as the new "She-Elephant". 
Her name is Ntombi and she is now the 
Queen Regent. Her son, Crown Prince 
Makhosetive, is about 20 years old and 
study ing in England. 

Th e Crown Prince is carefully 
groomed for the succession. One of the 
required rituals is that he and a group of 
warriors slay a lion with their spears and 
battle-axes . Swaziland has no more 
lions, but the South African government 
in a fri endly gesture supplied one from 
the Kruger National Park. We were in 
Mbabane, the capital, when The Times 
of Swaziland, on August 19, 1985 hit the 
streets with the head line "Royal Hunt 
Ends." The fi rst paragraph of the story 
read: "A lion was slain in the bush for 
the initiation to kingship of the Crown 
Prince Makhosetive at the week-end ." 
Some people suspect that the lion may 
have been tranquilized or perhaps even 
tethered, but I venture no opinion. 

The next step for the Crown Prince is 
to begin the selection of a wife or wives, 
to ensure succession and prosperity for 
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the nation. The Swazis have ritualized 
opportunities for this . Once a year there 
is the Reed Dance. Virgins, most of them 
between the ages of 14 to 16, from all 
over the kingdom brin g reeds to the 
Royal Kraal, ostensibly to extend or 
repair the Queen Regent 's enclosure. 
After that they perform extravagant 
dances in a special kraal next to the royal 
residence. Thi s year the Reed Dance 
was attended, as usual, by the Queen 
Regent, or "The She- Elephant. " But the 
Crown Prince was there too, as were the 
country's main dignitaries. Among the 
lesser guests were Karl and I. 

The parade and performance is one 
which no one in attendance is likely to 
forget very soon . Imagine about 10,000 
maidens (in round numbers, some esti
mates were lower others were higher) 
scantily clad with colorful short skirts, 
tassles around their neck, bracelets on 
their wrists, anklets made of multi-col
ored beads, barefooted, bare-breasted 
and bare-bottomed. Many of the girls 
had whistles while others shouted 
rhythmically or sang, in their hands they 
carried torches, or flashlights, sticks or 
knives. Every few paces along them 
marched ferocious warriors draped in 
their colorful blankets, their lower legs 
covered with white goat skins, all armed 
with spear and shield. They were the 
custodians of virtue. American college 
and Shriner processions cannot hold a 
candle to a Swazi parade. 

In the pastures next to the Royal Kraal 
we saw herds of cattle peacefully graz
ing. "They won't last long," said Karl, 
nodding in their direction. He was right. 
Next day we read in The Times of 
Swaziland: "Today th e re wi II be 
slaughtering of cattle and feasting." I am 
sure those maidens had healthy appe
tites. Their backsides were ample evi
dence. 

mm 

MOVING NOTE 

A woman told her neighbor: "We're 
going to be living in a better neighbor
hood soon," to which the other replied: 
"So are we." 

"Really? Are you· moving, too?" 
"No. We're staying here." 
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There will be reviews of AI Reimer's 
novel in .~ubsequent issues of the Men
nonite Mirror. In the meantime we are 
happy to print the following response 
from a most appreciative reader, of My 
Harp Has Turned to Mourning. 

- HL, book editor. 

My Harp is J:urned to Mourning: 

A sensitive "biography" 
of a people in-trial 

Some thoughts and comments concern
ing AI Reimer's historical novel: 

byJohnJ.Enns 

F rom thi s reader's perspective, the 
novel is the best depiction of a fascinat
ing epoch in the long history of the 
Mennonites so far written. It combines 
the benefits of thorough research with a 
lucid descriptive style so as to create a 
completely believable story. The many 
half-remembered facts many Men
nonites may have heard from parents 
and relatives, or remembered from per
sonal experiences, become, through 
this novel, a new truth, thus proving 
precisely what Robert Scholes wrote: 
"Fact, in order to survive, must become 
fiction ... fiction is not the opposite of 
fact, but its complement. It gives a more 
lasting shape to the vanishing deeds of 
men." (from the fly-leaf of the novel) 

Prof. Reimer has given us a lovingly 
detailed description of the settlements 
and villages of the Molochnaya, the 
streets, the white picket fences, the 
acacia hedges, and, of course, the 
wirtschaften. We are reminded of the 
well-planned institutions, the schools, 
churches and hospitals, and the care
fully tended farmlands. 

In a most effective way, Reimer con
trasts the peaceful comfort and well
being of the Molochnaya Mennonites 
with the harsh Russian peasant life in the 
surrounding areas. These contrasting 
conditions contribute to the rise of revo
lutionaries and anarchists such as 
Nestor Makhno, a name, that for this 
reader sti II raises dread and fear from the 
days of childhood from long-ago told 
tales of terror about him. 

It is evident, however, that it was not 
Reimer's intention to leave the impres
sion that what some people have called 

"the golden age of Mennonite lite in 
Russia," that is the two decades, 
approximately, before World War I, that 
that period was not without its fairly 
serious problems. Aside from the prob
lem of the "landless" or Anwohner, 
class distinctions between the wealthy 
estate owners, factory-owners, and 
ordinary landowners are explained. The 
young Wilhelm Fast, the novel's pro
tagonist, is increasingly estranged from 
the limited horizons of village life, 
especially after art studies in St. 
Petersburg. Conflicting religious views 
are likewise the cause of further difficul
ties. And so there is deep insight shown 
here, which a reader with a penchant for 
history or biography (and the novel 
could rightly be considered a kind of 
group biography) wi" thorough Iy 
appreciate. 

While the work is focused upon the 
period from 1905 to 1924, Reimer 
includes a most interesting, almost 
compelling description of a typical trek 
from the Prussian Mennonite settle
ments, overland by covered wagons and 
horses to the Molochnaya in 1803. This 
is told in the mind of the elderly Daniel 
Fast who quietly reminisces about that 
event. Now old and feeble (in 1852), 
there is a touching moment when his 
daughter Neetje brings a photograph of 
him to him to see. The old man objects, 
thinking picture-taking unchristian, but 
Neetje will not take it back, saying (page 
25) : "But, Father, I can't do that. You 
agreed to sit for your picture. And you 
know why: so your descendants can see 
what you looked like. It's their right, and 
God has made it possible with this won
derful new machine." 

Photography was, of course, in its 
infancy, and many readers will fondly 
remember those stiff-backed pho
tographic portraits of our ancestors. But 
the passage had more significance than 

that: Reimer'S whole novel is a careful 
picture which we, the descendants of 
those Russian Mennonites, have a right 
to see. Reimer made it possible, and is 
owed a debt of gratitude for it. 

The structure of the historical novel 
leads inexorably to the cataclysmic 
events after the outbreak of World War I 
and the Russian Revolution following 
1917. These generally well-known 
events become terrifyingly real as they 
impinge upon the lives of what by thi s 
time have become well-developed 
characters in the novel. The isolation 
and political naivety of m a ny 
Molochnaya Mennonites is amply 
demonstrated, but with insight and 
understanding. We are told about the 
massive response by Mennonites to the 
medical corps and ambulance duty. The 
heroic duties in carrying for the thou
sands of seriously wounded and dying 
soldiers is meticulously described. The 
utter ruthlessness and senselessness of 
war is grimly made plain. 

The description of the sight confront
ing Wilhelm Fast on his first ambulance 
train trip to the front in Poland, is 
graphic and detailed (page 234): 
"Numb with shock Wilhelm and Snap
per carried their stretcher to the densely 
packed rows of groaning men lying in 
pools of their own or their neighbors' 
blood . Darkly stained wounds showed 
obscenely through ragged rents in the 
khaki uniforms. Wilhelm stared down in 
horror, overcome by feelings of outrage 
at these senseless violations of the 
body's privacy, of its right to remain 
intact and whole. Everywhere he looked 
he saw raw, gaping wounds -like huge 
black and red insects sucking life out of 
healthy young bodies, he thought with a 
shudder. At least some of the wounds 
were bandaged but so crudely they 
seemed to have been coyered more out 
of decency than as effective first aid. 
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Tourniquet s and bandages had been 
applied so haphazardly that it was a 
miracle some of the men w ere still alive. 
Others, the luckless ones, were already 
stiffenin g in the casual postures of 
death. " 

That last phrase "in the casual pos
tures of death" is typical of Reimer's 
aptly descriptive prose. Likewise, his 
use of Russian, Low-German or Ger
man occasional words, whi Ie perhaps 
initially a problem for some readers, is 
appropri ate and usually these are 
explained or are self--evident. 

Another example of Reimer's sen
siti ve descriptions arises at page 165 on 
the occas ion of Fast's riding home at 
night after a worrisome talk with Jacob 
Priess: " Enough. Worrying about Kolya 
wa s making him morbid . He urged 
Major into a brisk gallop. Ahead was the 
tiny hamlet of Fabrikerwiese, which lay 
between Fuerstenau and Schoensee. Its 
handful of farmsteads silent and asleep 
in the darkness. There was not a sti r of 
movement in the yards and not a single 
lighted window. The darkened farm
steads told hi m it was after ten, the tradi
tional hour for rural families to retire. He 
glanced up at the slice of lemon moon 
garnishing a salad of dark clouds. He 
w as beginning to feel chilled from the 
raw autumn wind. He welcomed the 
protection afforded on the far side of the 
hamlet by the avenue of giant poplars 
that run the remaining mile to 
Schoensee. In summer the high, cen
tury- old poplars flung a thick green 
canopy over the road - from a distance 
it looked like a shimmering tunnel. 
Now, in mid-November, the tunnel 
was broken and gaping where wind and 
rain had torn away its dying leaves. A 
remnant of dry leaves still clinging to 
black limbs overhead rustled like show
ers of coins. But the dark trucks stood 
massively soaring, unaffected by wind 
or weather." 

The whole setting of the novel takes 
place of course, in the midst of the 
tumultuous political changes in Russia. 
Whi Ie the focus of the novel is not Rus
sian and then Soviet Union political life, 
the facts ·of the developing Revolution, 
the roles of real people such as the Tsar, 
Lenin, various Generals, are accurately 
depicted within the context of the novel. 
And so, fact and fiction are melded 
together into a convincing and interest
ing narrative. 

History writers must often be faced 
with many unanswered questions. Who 
knows what all the developments were 
leading to Lenin's Bolsheviks finally 
wresting power over the many rebelling 
groups. Reimer includes a meeting 
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between Makhno and Lenin. This reader 
is unaware of any factual basis for such a 
meeting - but, again, who knows? The 
description of Lenin, although now 
well-defined, is consistent with the 
cunning determination of the Marxist 
leader. 

The subject of the Molochnaya 
Selbstschutz is most objectively dealt 
with . Here there is no pious judgemen
talism, but rather an understanding and 
tragic accounting of the motives and 
results of its mobilization. 

It is obvious from these remarks that 
the novel ve ry mu c h moved m e, 
rekindled a somewhat dormant interest 
in my past, and gave me a much better 
understanding of my people. This 
would not have been possible without 
such a work and without that obvious 
concern Reimer has for his roots. 

Throughout the novel, one sen ses a 
continuing feeling of warmth and 
kinship for this unique group of people. 

The quiet ending, when the emigrants 
pass under the famous Red Gate of 
Freedom is poignant and the reader 
wishes the book was not coming to an 
end, much like one experiences when 
reading the last paragraphs of a 005-

toyevsky or T olstoi novel. 
The wealth of material covered in the 

novel leads me to suggest that Reimer 
might be well-advi sed to take from one 
aspect or another of the novel, the start
ing point of either a sequel or perhaps a 
dramatized version of a segment of it. 

In conclusion, I again express my 
personal deep gratitude for this precious 
addition to my library. mm 
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by Roy Vogt 

observed along the way 
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

Entering 1986 
• Looking at my students on the first 

day of classes in 1986 I wonder what is 
"new" about the New Year. Their faces 
look even more tired than they did 
before Christmas. A bad cold contrib
utes to my own sluggish feeling. To my 
next class I decide to wear the bright red 
sweater that I got for Christmas (lito 
counteract the dull image that you have 
been cultivating for the past few years" 
was the comment that accompanied the 
gift). As I expected, the students greet 
this sudden show of color with murmurs 
of astonishment, and for a few moments 
it seems toperk them up. However, very 
quickly the winter blahs seep in again, 
and I know it will be somewhat of a 
struggle from now to the end of the year. 

• The first days of the New Year are 
brightened considerably by visits from 
old friends who are sti II here for the 
holidays. It is a special pleasure to meet 
the young couples for whom I per
formed marriage ceremonies years ago, 
and who now discuss the strange 
behavior of their teen-age children with 
the same concern that their parents 
showed when they were teenagers and I 
was their youth pastor, 20 and more 
years ago. Since I was only about ten 
years older than they were, they felt 
strange calling me "Rev. Vogt, " but nei
therdid they feel comfortable calling me 
"Roy." The solution was a simple one: 
they called me "Rev. Roy," and when
ever I hear that greeting today it warms 
my heart to know that they haven't for
gotten. 

• Personal business takes me to Stein
bach early in january, a unique pleasure 
for my mother who enjoys every 
glimpse of her old home town. The 
town's decision makers, and many oth
ers, are gathered at Miller's Restaurant 
for morning coffee. Since the price of 
coffee is now 50 cents, the minimum 
price for which a prayer of thanks must 
be made has been raised to $1. One sees 
few bowed heads. Pete Kehler, who 
used to own this popular meeting place 

when it was'called Pete's Inn, serves our 
coffee this morning. He enjoys being an 
employee in his semi-retirement. I also 
stop in at the new Credit Union build
ing, an impressive structure for one of 
the most successful financial institutions 
in Manitoba. I always find it somewhat 
ironical that in this strong private
enterprise town, which has never had 
much use for co-operatives and other 
"socialist" enterprises, one of its more 
important business is actually a co
operative. But then, who among us is 
very consistent? This welcome visit to 
the old home town is rounded out with 
"New Year's" cookies with my aunt. All 
in all a good day in a cold month. 

• A very interesting Saturday evening 
in january finds us at the Mennonite 
Brethren Bible College for the annual 
meeting of the Canadian Mennonite 
Historical Society. After a delicious din
ner and a report by the president, Ted 
Friesen, the guests move over to the 
music room for a program devoted to 
the Mennonite Piano Concerto. Victor 
Davies, the c;:omposer of that concerto, 
provides us with some fascinating 
insights into his approach to such 
music-making. We know him from a 
long way back, when he was teaching 
piano to two types of children: talented 
ones, and our own. I also remember the 
blues and jazz sessions that he con
ducted late at night in various Winnipeg 
night spots. He had an incredible ability 
to improvise, and I am not surprised that 
he is now having considerable success 
with composing. Irmgard Baerg and 
jenny Regehr complete the evening 
with a dramatic playing of the new two
piano version of the concerto. 

• The quiet, cold evenings of january 
are also good times in which to catch 
some of the newest and best movies. We 
are particularly moved by Out of Africa 
and Ran. The latter is a powerful jap
anese version of King Lear, illustrating 
the family conflict that follows a father's 
attempt to divide his inheritance among 
three sons. Ironically, just about the 
same time I am asked to speak at a Meda 

luncheon meeting about the problems 
of passing on a family business. There 
are, of course, many Mennonite family 
businesses in Manitoba. A survey oj 
Winnipeg which we made a few years 
ago indicated that only about five per
cent of the total working force in Win
nipeg could be classified as "manager
proprietorships." However, this classi
fication applied to almost 20 percent of 
the Mennonite working force in this city. 
What is clear is that an unusually high 
proportion of Mennonites in this area 
choose to operate their own business. 
Many are haunted by what is known as 
the "third" generation" problem: the 
first generation in the family builds up a 
modestly successful business, the sec
ond generation expands it, and the third 
generation runs it down. This pattern 
does not always hold, but it is common 
enough to receive special attention in 
economic literature. Every family 
would, of course, like to be an excep
tion. What I tried to suggest in my talk, in 
my usual, foolishly idealistic way, was 
that instead of seeing this as a threat, 
family businesses should interpret this 
as God's way to expand their horizons. 
The purpose of Christians is to transform 
natural circumstances into super-natu
ral ones. Or as Dag Hammarskjold, the 
late great general secretary of the United 
Nations once said, the purpose of Chris
tianity is to enlarge our personalities to 
comprehend the interests of others. A 
Christian who is born intoa family busi
ness should not be content to pass on a 
family business. Instead, he or she 
should learn to understand that it is a 
much larger family, including all the 
workers in the business, to which the 
business owes its success. How much 
more creative and farsighted it would be 
to develop a business structure which 
would give ownership rights to all these 
workers, rather than to a handful of 
one's natural family, who may in any 
case spend much of their time fighting 
over thei r shares . Such increase in 
worker participation has nothing to do 
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with state socia lism. It is rather a unique Manitoba news 
private way of distributing property 
more equally to others. mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

One thing at least seems very clear to 
me: Mennonite business people have 
proved to be extremely creative and 
energetic in developing new products 
and marketing them. It is to be hoped 
that in the future, more of that creative 
energy will be used to devise forms of 
business organization which will reflect 
more clearly what Christians understand 
by "the brotherhood of man." Some 
firms are already taking good steps in 
that direction. It will be exciting to see 
the shape of further experiments. God at 
least seems to have established rules of 
genetic succession in such a way that 
family businesses have at most three 
generations in which to find new ways 
of organizing their business before they 
go under. 

• Finally, the New Year provides 
more opportunities to enlarge mv own 
horizon s through reading. Included 
among the early delights of 1986 are the 
interesting memoirs of Helen Janzen, 
the new novel by Robertson Davies 
(What is Bred in the Bone") and AI 
Reimer' s novel, My Harp is Turned to 
Mourning. What a privilege it is to be 
able to enter three different worlds in 
such an easy fashion. The printing of 
AI's novel was in itself a minor miracle. 
We wanted to have it out at least a week 
before Christmas, but the manuscript 
was delivered to D. W. Friesen's as late 
as December 7. On December 171 hap
pened to be at the Friesen shop in Altona 
for some other matters when I noticed 
that the cover of AI's novel was just 
being printed. They had promised to 
have the novel at our home by late after
noon of the next day, but I cou Id see no 
way in which that deadline could be 
met, considering the fact that the cover 
was still being printed. However, the 
production people didn't seem worried, 
and sure enough, the next afternoon the 
Friesen truck pulled into Winnipeg with 
all 1,000 copies of the 440-page novel. I 
have visions of several dozen people 
working through the night on that one
or maybe it was one robot manning a 
continuous press. In any case, we were 
greatly relieved and pleased with the 
product. Now, of course, we wait with 
bated breath to see how the book is 
received by the public. 

mm 
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Ruth (Klassen) Burchuk was honored 
as Manitoba's female athlete of the year 
for 1985, at a dinner sponsored by the 
Manitoba Sportswriters and Sportscast
ers Association. Last year Ruth was hon
ored as the Canadian Interuniversity 
Athletic Union women's player of the 
year. She was considered to be "un
questionably the premier female college 
volleyball player in Canada last year." A 
star of the University of Winnipeg 
Wesmen volleyball team, she was 
chosen as the university's female athlete 
of the year, and was named a ClAU all
Canadian for the fourth time in her 
career. Ruth is married to Mike Burchuk, 
coach of the Wesmen ladies' volleyball 
team, and is the daughter of Peter J. 
Klassen and Magdelene Klassen. She is a 
graduate of the Mennonite Brethren 
Collegiate Institute. 

Lou-Anne Buhr was recently been 
named director of the Manitoba depart
ment of education, correspondence 
branch, and is now also responsible for 
managing educational TV in addition to 
hosting the show on Channel 9 weekday 
mornings. Mrs. Buhr is married to Ken
neth Buhr, and has two children. She 
has held teaching and consultative 
positions at all levels in the public 
school system, and has been involved in 
numerous fields of professional devel
opment. 

LaVerendrye MLA Bob Banman has 
announced he will not seek re-election 
after 13 years in the position . Banman, 
first elected in 1973, stated that he felt it 
was time somebody else be given the 
opportunity to represent the area. He 
decided to return to the automobile 
business where he worked prior to his 
election . Steinbach mayor Helmut Pan
kratz has announced that he will seek 
the nomination. 

Janette Oke was the guest speaker to a 
group of volunteers and board members 
of Choice Resources (Choice Books) in 
Winnipeg. Jake Janzen is the board 
chairman of the organization, which is 
committed to reaching the general pub
lic with inspirational paperbacks. 
Janette Oke is a writer of such books, 
which have now sold over three mill ion 
copies in Canada and Europe. 

John Dueck, former director of Agri
culture Canada's Research Station of 
Regina, has moved to Pakistan, directing 
a CIDA dryland farming project. 
Dueck's wife and one son will accom
pany him to Pakistan. Two other chil~ 
dren will remain in Canada to attend 
university. 

Despite a monumental drive to help 
food famine - stricken Ethiopia, vast 
needs still exist, according to Wilbert 
Loewen executive director of the Cana
dian Foodgrains Bank. A serious short
fall in the 1985 grain harvest in Ethiopia 
means the crisis is far from over. Loewen 
spent the last two weeks of November 
monitoring the movement and unload
ing of Canadian foodgrains in Ethiopia. 
"I'm satisfied that our grain is getting 
through to people who need it," he 
reported. Persons wanting to contribute 
can contact the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank at Box 767, Winnipeg, MB R3C 
2L4 

Mervin Dick, director of Denver, 
Colorado's Mennonite Urban Ministries 
Program, was guest speaker at a No
vember seminar sponsored by the Win
nipeg-based Mennonite Urban Renew
al Programs (MURP). He stressed the 
importance of "standing where Jesus 
stood" and identifying the needs of the 
poor. MURP has been fixing up four 
run-down buildings, providing good, 
affordable housing to people in Win
nipeg's core area. MURP bu i ldings are 
managed by an MCC volunteer. 

Dr. John Choate retired at the end of 
December from the Steinbach Medical 
Clinic after 30 years of practise in Stein
bach. 



Helga Elizabeth Kroeger spent the 
Christmas holidays in Winnipeg with 
her parents, Arthur and Elfi Kroeger. 
After 13 years in Germany she is 
enrolled at the University of California 
at Berkeley in the LL.M. program (mas
ter's degree in American Law). In Ger
many she grad uated from the Albert 
Ludwi g University in Freiburg with the 
German law degree, specializing in 
international private law, and taught at 
the same university while working on 
her doctor's thesis. After earning her 
doctorate, she worked in corporate law 
for a Frankfurt law firm, which granted 
her the year's leave to go to Berkley. 

Barbara Schmidt of Calgary placed 
within the top ten in the 1985 Alberta 
In st itute of Chartered Accountants 
examination. She is a graduate of the 
University of Calgary, faculty of Com
merce, and is now working for Arthur 
Anderson, a Calgary accounting firm . 
Barbara is the daughter of Vern and Net
tie Penner of Winnipeg. 
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The community of North Kildonan 
has been described as the first Men
nonite urban colony. Conc er ns 
expressed in recent years about the 
rapid rate of urbani zation among con
temporary Mennonites and its effects 
led to a decision to undertake a social 
history. Sociologist Paul Redekop 
believes this study will show that Men
nonite culture and community remain 
strong within North Kildonan; further
more that the social networks estab
li shed in this community can provide a 
model fo r other Mennonite urban com
munities in future. The study will 
describe and analyze Mennonite social 
networks within North Kildonan, based 
on family and kinship, church mem
bership, work relationships, voluntary 
associations, etc. As a central part of the 
study, the contributions of the pioneers 
of this community and their descen
dants toward the preservation and 
growth of the Mennonite community in 
North Kildonan will also be docu
mented. Any of the original or early set
tlers or their descendants who would be 
interested in being interviewed for this 
study, andlor making a contribution in 
support of this work can contact Dr. Paul 
Redekop or Dr. George K. Epp at the 
Mennonite Studies Centre, University of 
Winnipeg, 380 Spence Street, Win
nipeg, Manitoba (Phone: 786-9895). 

Victor Neufeld earned the highest 
marks in Manitoba in the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Manitoba 
1985 final examination and received the 
institute 's T. Harry Webb Memorial 
Gold Medal. Victor is the son of Henry 
and Jessie Neufeld of Randolph, and is 
employed with the chartered account
ing firm of Price Waterhouse. 

Karen loewen, originally from Jus
tice, and most recently of Winnipeg, is 
beginning a two-year Mennonite Cen
tral Committee assignment in Wash
ington, D .C. She will be working as 
office manager and receptionist with the 
Community of Hope health department. 
Loewen is a member of the River East 
Mennonite Brethren Church in Win
nipeg. Her parents are Jake and Marg 
Loewen of Justice. 
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PUDIC 

VE LO R 

o 
FYNAC ~ 
If lil 0 (:' If I "ALE~"r"e. 's 
S E IDE R 'D ""Y , 
If) Ie Is (l) f\ I ~ I . 
~ A VALENTlHE. 
MAKE SllEONE' S WORLD 

This edition we announce the winner of 
the December puzzle and from among the 
entries, M. Plett-Lyle of Winnipeg was 
selected winner. 

Answers to the December puzzle are 
pear, sheep, angel , mercy, silent, crass. 

The letters are to be re-arranged and 
written in the squares to form words. Let
ters which fall into the squares with circles 
are to be arranged to complete the answer 
at the bottom of the puzzle; the drawing to 
the right provides a clue. 

A winner will be drawn from among the 
contest entries and the prize awarded . 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror office 
by March 17, 1986. 

Name 

Address 

City/Town 

Postal Code 

Send Entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203-818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 

mennonite mirror/february 1986/ 17 



A year-long 
look in 
the Mirror? 
Your Gift Subscriptions 
may be i ncl uded on a 
separate sheet. 

Subscribe this week and you 
w ill receive the Mirror each 
month and see more of the 
magazine that tries to take a 
comprehensive look at what 
Mennonites in Manitoba are 
qoing. 

The Mirror is published 10 
times each year from Sep
tember to June. 

The current annual sub
scription (10 issues) is 
$10 for one year 
$18 for two years 

Send your cheque or money 
order, together with the 
coupon below to: 

Mennonite Mirror 
203 - 818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3GON4 

name 

address 

address 

city/town 

postal code 

18/mennonite mirror/ february 1986 

Organizers have outline 
in place for MWC Winnipeg 
Although the next Mennonite World 
Conference is still more than four years 
off, planning for it is well underway. 

This world conference will be held 
July 24 to 29, 1990, in Winnipeg and is 
expected to attract at least 12,000 regis
trants. 

Jake Pauls, minister of the Bethel 
. Mennonite Church and the current chair 

of the local organizing committee, said 
the Winnipeg event will be organized to 
emphasize "worship, fellowship, and 
Bible study." Because registration is 
open to anyone who is Mennonite, it 
will be a "peoples' conference" and not 
a conference of leaders or elected dele
gates. Accordingly, it will be a unique 
forum in which to see the varied ways 
"being Mennonite" is expressed around 
the world. 

Rev. Pauls also emphasizes that the 
1990 MWC is being hosted by the 
Canadian Mennonite community, and 
as such is an event that happens to be 
held in Winnipeg. The Canadian orga
nizing committee, therefore, includes 
representatives from each Mennonite 
conference in Canada, two of which 
(Brethren in Christ, and the Mennonite 
Church) do not have congregations in 
Manitoba. 

The organizing committee is com
prised of 15 members, and within that 
group there is a five-member executive 
that has been meeting twice a year. 

The main conference site will be the 
Winnipeg Convention Centre, which is 
ideal for small group meetings and for 
simultaneous translation, but which at 
the same time is too small for large plen
ary meetings of all the delegates. Rev. 
Pauls said the organizers are still wres
tling with this logistical problem, and 
predi cts that one solution may be to 
minimize the number of plenary ses
sions and "de-centralize" the program 
by organizing many meetings of smaller 
groups in the convention center and 
elsewhere. 

In any case, a meeting of the Men-

nonite World Conference council will 
be held in Paraguay in 1987 to establish 
an overall theme for the Winnipeg 
event. .After that meeting planning for 
the Winnipeg MWC will increase in 
intensity with the establishment of a 
conference office in Winnipeg (as a 
branch of the main MWC secretariat in 
Lombard, Illinois), the establishment of 
sub-committees to handle spec ific 
facets of the event, and so on. 

The MWC secretariat does not exist 
only to organize the world conference, 
Rev. Pauls said, explaining that when 
the MWC council meets it convenes 
throughout the world. These meetings 
he said become a "mini-world confer
ence" in their own right, highlighting 
the international and intercultural char
acteristics of the Mennonite church but 
also supporting the "oneness" that all 
Christians must have towards each 
other. 

In terms of a world conference, how
ever, Rev. Pauls said the MWC council 
determines the program and then works 
with the site organizing committee to 
ensure that the physical facilities are in 
place to support the program. 

One feature of the 1990 event will be 
the approach taken to participant ac
commodation; Rev. Pauls said to the 
extent possible the organizers want to 
billet registrants in homes to ensure as 
much interaction among individuals as 
possible. For those Mennonites from 
abroad, meeting Manitoba Mennonites 
in their homes will be a unique experi
ence. 

Again, there will be a travel fund to . 
support individuals who should come to 
Winnipeg but who would not be able to 
afford the cost of attendance on their 
own. 

Rev. Pauls said so far the experience 
of serving on the organizing committee 
has caused him and his committee col
leagues to adopt "a perspective that is 
worldwide and transcultural." 

- Ed Unrau 
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Mennonites and the ships 
that brought theDi here by Dr. Peter lorenz Neufeld 

The Mennonite Mirror article of Sep
tember/84 '60 Years Ago: The Ships 
That Brought The Mennonites' evoked 
considerable interest. Also, there was 
much interest in a weekly newspaper 
article I'd written a bit earlier on ships 
transporting the mid-1870s Mennonite 
migration to the Canadian Prairies. 

As a regular writer for the Montreal
based magazine Seaports and The Ship
ping World, I've researched and written 
about several dozen ships with Cana
dian Prairies connections. In so doing, I 
often come across information on 
steamers related to the above mass 
migrations. 

Following the Mirror article, which 
focussed on the CPR ships Bruton, Mar
glen, Melita and Minnedosa, Helen 
Dyck of Rosthern, Saskatchewan wrote: 
"I was a (chi Id of eight) passenger on the 
55 Bruton, which we boarded at Libau 
on july 17,1923. After a stormy passage 
across the North Sea we arrived at the 
Southampton port on july 23. We con
tinued on the Bruton, leaving England 
on August 4, and arriving in Quebec on 
August 17 after a rough passage on a 
stormy Atlantic. Smaller groups of Men
nonites left for Canada on the Empress of 
Scotland and the 55 Melita. The Bruton, 
I am told, was old and the passage very 
rough, but to me, as a chi Id, the days on 
her were exciting. I wasn't seasick and 
the sailors and ship personnel were very 
kind. The Bruton made another passage 
across the Atlantic before it was 
scrapped.' , 

Arthur Harder o f Lantana, Florida 
wrote that I "fai led to mention one very 
important ship, the Empress of France, 
on which my family arrived in Quebec 
City on August 8, 1924. I was a young 
lad among the 1,000 Mennonites who 
stepped onto Canadian soil from the 
famous boat." 

The 678-foot Empress of Scotland 
was launched August 29, 1905 by Vul-

can Werke of Stettin, Germany. She was 
slated to be called Europa but when Kai
serin Auguste Victoria christened her for 
the Hamburg-America Line, she was 
instead named for that royal person. In 
March 1919, she became British prop
erty as part of war reparations and unti I 
1920 used by USA for bringing troops 
home from Europe. Briefly she sailed for 
the Cunard line on charter trips, bought 
by Canadian Pacific and on August 5, 
1921 was renamed Empress of Scotland. 
Refitted and converted to oil fuel at 
Hamburg, she left Southampton on her 
first CP voyage january 1, 1922. In june 
'23 , the summer of Helen Dyck's voy
age, the Empress collided with the 55 
Bonus at Hamburg, but I don 't know if 
Mennonites were aboard. two years 
later, she became famous when the 
international news media focussed on 
her while rushing film and photographs 
across the Atlantic from Southampton to 
the St. Lawrence concerning America's 
19-year-old Gertrude Ederle who'd just 
set a world record swimming the English 
Channel. In '27, she made news trans
porting HRH Prince of Wales from 
Quebec. Sold to Hughes-Bolckow 
Shipbreaking of Blyth, England as scrap 
in December '30, she caught fire in the 
yard there shortly after, broke in two the 
next year when moved ; demolition 
finally completed in Novemberl31. 

The 571-foot Empress of France was 
launched 22 March/13 by W . Beard
more Co. of Glasgow as the Alsatian. A 
year later, she was requisitioned for First 
World War service as armed merchant 
cruiser but soon graduated to flagship of 
the Tenth Cruiser Squadron, in which 
capacity she served three years fighting 
German ships and submarines. Refitted, 
she became the Empress of France on 
April 14, 1919 and sailed for Canadian 
Pacific henceforth , mostly on the 
Southampton-Quebec run. Aside from 
assisting with the Mennon ite migration 

from Russia to Canada in mid-1920s, 
she seems to have made peacetime 
news only once, transporting the Prince 
ofWaJes in 1923. In November '34, she 
was scrapped by W. H. Arnott and Co. 
- in the very yard in which she was 
built. Technologically, she was one of 
the first ships ever fitted with a gyro 
compass, installed just before Mr. 
Harder sailed on her. 

In his book 'Reinland, an Experience 
in Community,' Peter Zacharias lists five 
steamships which brought the bulk of 
the 1870s migration of Mennonites to 
Manitoba. Of these: 55 Hibernian, sS 
sarmatian, 55 Peruvian, 55 Sardinian 
and SS Quebec, all except the last
named sailed for the world-famous 
Allan Line. I've yet to come across the 
Quebec, which sailed from Liverpool 8 
june 1876 arriving at Quebec with fami
lies like Franz Froese, Franz Rempel and 
Abraham Dueck 15 days later. 

Popularly known as the Allan Line but 
actually registered as Montreal Ocean 
Steam Ship Company by Canadian, Sir 
Hugh Allan (later a CPR founder) with 
financial backing by powerful British 
family members and Montreal friends, 
its ships sported a red funnel with white 
band below a black top and red-white
blue vertically-striped flags with a long 
red pennant above. For 60 years this 
line, more than any other, connected 
Canada to Europe, and through the years 
brought millions of immigrants · to our 
country. Lloyds of London in England 
lists a total of 75 Allan vessels operating 
at some time or other between 1854 and 
1914. 

Zacharias records the Hibernian as 
arriving at Quebec, August 27, 1874 
with families like jacob Fehr. This 
1,900-ton steamer came into service in. 
1861, at that time one of only six Allan 
ships. She and her sister Norwegian 
were often claimed to be the first "spar 
deck" steamships on the North Atlantic. 
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Originally 280 feet long and 38 feet 
wide, she'd been lengthened to 351 feet 
in 1871 and tonnage increased to 2,752 . 
From 1870 to 1884 she plied the Glas
gow- St. john 's- Quebec-Montreal run, 
sometim es including Liverpool and 
Baltimore. In 1884 she was converted to 
cargo ship, masts reduced to two and 
tonnage increased to 3,440. For two 
years she hauled freight between 
Glasgow and Boston, six between Glas
gow and Philadelphia and the last seven 
again between Glasgow and Boston. In 
1901 she was scrapped in Germany. 

The SS Sarmatian docked at Quebec 6 
july 1875 from Liverpool, bringing fami
lies like Peter Wiens, Wilhelm Esau, 
jacob Wiens Sr. and jr., Isaak Dueck, 
Peter Harms, Peter Wiens Jr. and jacob 
Fehr. On june 30, 1877 she arrived with 
others like John Bergmann and john 
Vaehr. When this 3,650-ton vessel was 
constructed in 1871, she was by far the 
largest All an unit afloat and the first to 
contain twin engines. A sleek 371 feet 
long and trim 42 wide, she plied the 
Liverpool- Quebec-Montreal run until 
1890. That year triple-expansion 
engines w ere installed and she was 
transferred to the Glasgow-Quebec
Montreal route two years, Glasgow
Boston two, her final years involving 

London-Quebec-Montreal.ln 1908 she 
was scrapped at Rotterdam. 

The SS Peruvian arrived at Quebec 
from Liverpool 13 July 1875 with fami
lies like Isaak Vaehr, 30 june 1878 with 
ones like john Walle, Wilhelm Rempel 
and Peter Abrams. Built in 1864, the 
2,500-ton steamer (whose sister was the 
Moravian) had started out very unlucky, 
having stuck during launching and 
being gutted by fire while fitting. Once 
afloat, she became highly successful. 
For instance, almost immediately she set 
a 24-day 15-hour round trip record 
from Moville to Portland. Until 1871 this 
312 x 39-foot ship continued to ply the 
Liverpool-Portland run , then Liver
pool-Baltimore two years. In 1874 she 
was lengthened to 373 feet, tonnage 
increased to 3,000 and twin engines 
installed . From 1874-86 she sailed 
between Liverpool and Quebec, then 
three years Liverpool-Baltimore. In 1901 
a second funnel was added, as well as 
new twin improved engines. For two 
years she connected Glasgow and 
Quebec, two Glasgow and New York, 
six mainly Glasgow and Boston, two 
Liverpool-St. John's-Halifax. She was 
scrapped in 1905. 

The SS Sardinian made at least three 
voyages that included Manitoba Men-
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nonite settlers: docking at Quebec from 
Liverpool October 5, 1875 with families 
like Hermann Dyck and jacob G ies
brecht; june 23, 1876 with others like 
johann Peters, Johann and Cornel i us 
and jacob Vaehr, Peter Letkemann; 30 
July of the same year with ones like 
Bernhard Bergmann. 

The brand new 4,350-ton 400- foot 
Sardinian had a varied career. Launched 
in 1874 by R. Steele and Co. of Green
ock, she'd made her maiden voyage just 
two months before carrying Mennonite 
settlers. For 22 years she joined Liver
pool and Montreal. Less than two years 
after her third trip with Mennonites a 
violent explosion rocked her while at 
anchor in Moville, caught fire and had to 
be scuttled. Refloated and repaired, she 
resumed service later that year. In 1897 
triple-expansion engines were installed 
by W . Denny & Bros. and she entered 
the Glasgow-Montreal and often New 
York run. 

In early winter of 1901 the Sardinian 
made international history. Nobe l 
prize-winner and world-famous Italian 
inventor Guglielmo Marconi w as on 
board for Newfoundland, where soon 
after the first trans-Atlantic radio signal 
was received. In 1905 she was put on the 
London-Montreal route, 1914 Glas
gow-Philadelphia. Three years later she 
was taken over by CP together with what 
remained of the Allan fleet, 12 ships 
having been sunk during the war. From 
1919-20 she hauled cargo between 
Canada and Avonmouth. In late 1920 
she was sold to Astoreca Azqueta Co. of 
Spain for service as a hulk at Vigo. In 
1934 she was bought by Compania Car
bonera and in mid-1938 towed to 
Bilbao to be scrapped. 

Many people believe a steamer usu
ally has only a single captain throughout 
her entire life. Not so, especially in large 
lines like Allan-CP. For instance, one of 
that line's captains, Robert P. Moore, 
who later retired to the Boissevain
Whitewater area of southwestern M ani
toba, commanded 12 ships within 18 
years. These included the Sarmatian 
'-879-80 and Sardinian 1894-5. During 
the time the Hibernian was transporting 
Mennonite immigrants in 1874, he 
served aboard her as mate (second-in
command). 

Canadian Pacific continued the All an 
Line 's commendable policy of trans
porting vast numbers of European 
immigrants to Canada, often at greatly
reduced rates. In fact, if it hadn't been for 
the Allan-CP line, few Manitobans of 
Mennonite ethnic origin would likely be 
here today. Let's thank God for Hugh 
Allan's dream of 130 years ago. mm 

i 
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poet's word 
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm - by Elmer Suderman 

TO CARRY MY WORDS 
Minnesota north wind blows hard enough today 
to carry my words to that country graveyard 
where side by side mother and father sleep 
as they worked together for nearly fifty years. 
If I'm lucky a whirlwind may take this poem 
right up to the heaven they believed in 
with all their hearts. They had no time 
for poetry on that Major County farm father 
homesteaded when the Cherokee Strip opened 
September 16, 1893. They read The Enid 
Morning News/the Zionsbotefrom Hillsboro, 
Kansas, the Rundshaufrom Winnipeg. No poetry 
unless you count the doggerel we recited 
on the last day of school at Peerless, 
district 166, orat Christmas Eve Programs 
at SOd Hoffnungsfeld Mennonite Brethren Church. 
If they read these words, I hope they won't 
be too disappointed. They distrusted poetry 
and surely never dreamed they'd have a son 
who'd write about the wind rather than face 
it plowing wheat stubble toward sunset. 
If they were al ive they'd say: "You write 
what isn't true. Only the Bible is true./I 
Perhaps now that father's been in heaven 
for forty and mother for ten years and they've 
had lots of time to read (It couldn't be heaven 
if they didn't read, could it?) they'll understand 
that poetry isn't so bad and can be used 
to tell them that their word-minded son remembers 
them. I hope they'll understand what I'm trying 
to say; it was always hard for us to talk. 
I liked to talk; they didn't, wary of words 
and rhymes as I still am - sometimes. 

TO KNOW THAT I AM 
When I was younger 
I used to wonder 
why 
we were put here. 
I had time to think 
milking by hand six at times eight 
cows though I usually finished milking one 
just as I'd get a good thought going 
and was interrupted 
starting a different cow. 
Even worse was when a cow would aim its tail 
at a fly and miss 
and smack me just across my open mouth. 

It's no wonder I never figured out 
why 
or if I did why I've forgotten. 
What cows have on their tails 
would make even Plato forget 
I guess. 
He'd spit, like I did and 
lose his train of thought. 

I quit thinking why long ago 
and now since I won't be here much longer 
with weeds and wheat wind and sun 
under all this sky 
I reassure myself 
watching chicken hawks gliding 
overhead and listening to bull frogs 
after a rain 
satisfied to know at least 
where and that 
I still am. 
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yourword 
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

SWAZI STORY FAilS 

By nature and/or habit, I am one of those 
people who frequently say, "I really 
should write to the editor about this arti
cle," either to give approval or to 
express my indignation. But, like many 
others, I never get around to it. . 

This time however, things are differ
ent and I arn finally writing that letter. 
Why? Because my natural apathy and 
limited energy, have at last been prod
ded into action by a personal commit
ment to my "native" friends in Swazi
land, who, according to Victor Peters' 
article in the Mennonite Mirror (No-
vemberl985), might right now, be sit
ting in some bar ready to "grunt 
approval" while they drink "coke and 
whiskey or coke and cane" as they listen 
to Jimmy Swaggert denouncing sin on a 
local TV station. 

Now, I realize that Dr. Peters' "wit 
and k<:'en powers of observation" (ed-
itor's comment) may have got the better 
of him as he wrote what was probably 
supposed to be a light-hearted, humor
ous and entertaining article, but I cannot 
tolerate a North American using words 
such as "natives grunt approval" when 
writing about people of another culture 
who are, more often than not, consid
ered inferior by our oh-so-white and 
"civilized" society. 

Not for us, the roads which seemingly 
have seen no changes "since the days 
when the pyramids were built." Oh yes, 
we can go there and enjoy a brief holi
day in a pre-historic Eden-like setting. 
We can enjoy a visit to a quaint outdoor 
butchery which reminds us of an out
house and the good old days. We can 
even be amused and tolerant of the II cu
rious" mixture of traditional beliefs and 
christian rituals that make up the Zionist 
religion, in which priests are prophets 
who "reinterpret" scripture (Don't we 
all?) and where people spend a whole 
night in "extravagant" song and dance 
as they praise and worship God, only to 
"struggle" home in the morning 
"worn-out." 

Oh no, for us, the visitors, life is not 
dull in Swaziland, as Dr. Peters so 
rightly put it. For us, the whole country 
and the culture is there to be looked at 
and experienced in a superficial way. 
We can leave any time we like, leaving 
behind the terrible roads, the outdoor 
butcheries, the "natives who grunt 
approval." We've got our Canadian 
passports, our travellers cheques and 
credit cards. We have all that we need to 
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get back to a more "civilized" society 
where we can talk and laugh about what 
happened "over there." 

Well, I do believe I have over-reacted 
and over-stated my case by now. For
give me, but having lived in Africa for 
ten years lin Swaziland for four, 
1981-85}, I am a little sensitive when it 
comes to stereotypical language and 
patronizing tones in writing which deals 
with that beloved continent, particularly 
when such writing appears in a "Men
nonite" magazine which, just possibly, 
might be read by my friends in 
Swaziland who would very definitely be 
offended by the content. Please edit the 
next articles a little more carefully. Oth
erwise, I shall be forced to write again, 
even though it really is against my 
nature. 
Sincerely, 
Leona Dueck Penner 
Winnipeg 

SHUNNING FAilS 

This is my first response to your interest
ing paper. I am indirectly !abelled as a 
"nonconformist" ~vho is acceptable in 
your midst. i do not consider myself that 
type of nonconformist because I find the 
Anabaptist teaching on the "Rule of 
Christ" true and biblicallv sound (Mt. 
18). So I am d nonconfor~i5t in refer
ence to the drama and your three 
authors' interpretations of it. Now arn I 
still acceptable? Shall we join the 
dialogue? 

First let me set the record straight as ! 
experienced it. I did not resign from the 
CMBC Faculty but forced the board to 
take responsibility for the action of dis
missing me_ I did not sense any active 
opposition to me from the faculty except 
for the president. Apparently my writ
ings gave him an inferiority complex 
and he collected a file against me 
although my articles never took any 
direct or implied issue with him. 

In general, I had the popular support 
of the students which of course, in the 
situation was interpreted as an example 
of my bad influence. The president of 
the board was under pressure to oust me 
to which he apparently reluctantly 
responded because he promised me 
personally to reinstate me and later 
asked my forgiveness when he did not 
do so. 

I was never disciplined by the Con
ference" RJC enquired whether I would 
be open to joining their faculty and I 
received about a 12---page letter from the 
UMEI trying to persuade me to join their 
faculty" I was also accepted on the fac
ulty of Bluffton College and EM College 

and Seminary. And in a sense the \1\ hole 
Mennonite community accepted me for 
MCC service in Berlin. 

After my return from MCC service, d 

member of your Business Commiltee, 
Jack Thiessen, wanted to exile me to 
Siberia (Steinbach Post) but later he had 
a change of heart and invited me to join 
him on the faculty of the U. of Winnipeg 
as a Professor in the Faculty of Philoso-· 
phy and he even offered to sponsor me. I 
did not apply. 

It is true that the /v1ennonite Reporter 
has sort of "silenced me to death", 
because it rejects my articles or edits 
them in an unacceptable way. I chal·· 
lenged the editor to publish one of my 
articles together with his critique, but 11(' 

has refused to accept the challenge. 
Other Conference papers have at pre
sent not followed this example. (l would 
not have been a reporter for Time magd·· 
zine under Luce because of the way in 
which he had their articles rewritten to 
fit his ideology, just to show you that the 
secular press can also be intolerable.) 

Now one must also set the Anabaptist 
record straight. Their principles of disci
pline were sound even though they mdY 
have erred in their practical application 
from time to time. Anabaptists correctly 
based their discipline on the willingness 
to receive correction (Mt. 18) and so they 
were always willing to enter into 
dialogue with their opponents. This 
commitment was formalized in the 
baptismal vows (Hubmaier, Schriften, p. 
350). It was only when disciples broke 
this vow and flatly refused correction, 
that the ban and avoidance came into 
effect. This was undertaken out of a 
deep love and concern for the sinner, 
praying that he might receive for
giveness and repent, because neither 
God nor the Anabaptists sought the 
death of a sinner. A failure to exercise 
their corrective responsibility would 
jeopardize their own welfare as well as 
that of the sinner and the whole church 
(1. Sam. 2:12; Ez. 3:18f). Their discipline 
was d function of love (Heb. 12). Please 
note also how Socrates at the end of his 
Apology asks one favor, that his friends 
should punish and reprove his sons if 
they care about anything more than 
about virtue. For himself, he was sure 
that no evil could happen to the good 
man by evildoers (ef. Rom. 8:28). .. 

In the same manner the spiritual 
goodness of the Anabaptists was not 
destroyed by being banished, cruelly 
tortured, mutilated, and hatefully put to 
death. They continued to love their 
enemies who did these terrible deeds to 
them and prayed for them for they knew 
that they were blessed of God and they 
could oniy wish to be a blessing of God 



to their enemies (Mt. 5:10-13; 10:24-31). 
Please note how Menno Simons cor

rectly distinguishes between the abuse 
of discipline and the correct function of 
it (CWMS, pp. 988ff). He says, "We tes
tify before the Lord and before you that 
we desire nothing upon earth more 
ardently than that we may return a poor 
erring sinm"f to the right way" (p. 565). 
There is no coldness here but a compas
sionate love. The Wismer Articles (pp. 
1041f) also show that marital avoidance 
has its limits in the case of a weak con
science which is recognized according 
to Scripture and therefore a "careful 
investigation" is called for to determine 
whether it is a matter of conscience or 
the flesh (Article III. Note that Helen's 
instincts to move toward him in love, 
represents fleshly love over against her 
knowledge of what is right - agape 
love). 

When a part of your body is diseased, 
you have it removed by radical surgery 
for the sake of the health of you r body. Is 
not the health of the soul of much 
greater importance? Do you love your 
body when you let the disease fester and 
grow? Is it not really a sign that you love 
the disease and in transferred meaning, 
the sin? (Von der Ehescheidung). Wal
pot also refers us to Matthew 19:29 
where Jesus says, "And everyone that 
hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my name's sake, 
shall receive an hundredfold ... " (The 
Luther and Zuruech editions include 
"Wife" as do Lachmann, Tischendorf, 
Tregelles, and AJford. The Nestle text 
relegates it to a footnote and so modern 
translations like the NIV omit it.) 

So if The Shunning were a true trag
edy, the hero should be of noble char
acter with a flaw that causes his 
downfall. The audience should identify 
with him and experience a purging of 
this fault in their own characters. Yet 
while all the elements of a good drama 
are suggested in the outlines, it does not 
come off correctly, because the 
audience is led to celebrate the pride 
and apostasy, the nonconformity in an 
evil sense, that results in a broken 
church and marital relationship, and 
that ends in the senseless killing of 
chickens and self-destruction. It is like 
as if you felt great about the stand that 
judas took in the Scriptures. The experi
encesort of parallels the situation when 
a sick society admires Nixon and his 
gang. So much for the psychological 
aspect. 

The sociological aspect is also con
fusing. The audience obviously con-

demns the church, yet there is no true 
evidence of an abuse of disciplinary 
function except to refer to a "cold love" 
which strikes me as a misconception 
because the audience interprets love as 
accepting the sinner in his sinful state 
rather than in a regenerate state. Is it not 
evident that a great gulf exists between 
the true Anabaptist who is banished or 
put to death and how he dies in praising 
God in his nonconformity, and the way 
in which the "hero" exits from life here? 

While the author too, evidently 
blames the church society for the trag
edy, this is actually misconceived. That 
"love covers over a multitude of sins" is 
a word of comfort to the repentant sin
ner, but it is abused as Schlatter 
explains, if with that word we wish to 
excuse or strengthen a malicious will, 
for then our sin infallibly destroys our 
love (1. Peter 4:8). Yet that is how a 
"warm love" is misconstrued by our 
hero and the audience. According to 
Mavis Reimer, I would understand that 
the apostate knows that he is wrong, but 
that like Judas, he cannot find true 
repentance. This is how the drama 
should have been conceived and 
understood and you may not idealize 
that kind of nonconformity, but rather 
the nonconformity to the world as rep
resented by jesus. Only then can we test 
and approve what is good in the divine 
sense (Rom. 12:2). 

Regarding Hans Denck you must 
remember his confession, that as soon 
as he started to love as Jesus did, he got 
into trouble everywhere. It is true that he 
was suspected of teaching universalism, 
but you cannot conclude from that, as 
Harry Loewen does, that he did teach it. 
The internal evidence from his writings 
is against it, because he emphasized that 
no one may teach God's grace if he does 
not teach of his wrath at the same time 
and he certainly emphasized discipline 
and the ban against false brethren 

(Schriften, p. 82). Furthermore, he says 
that he who is not able to reconcile con·· 
tradictory scripture passages, of which 
he gives us forty samples, lacks in basic 
understanding of truth. Examine the fol-
lowing: 16) "I will not be angry forE'ver" 
(Jer. 3:12). "Then they will go away to 
eternal punishment" (Mt. 25:46). 27) 
"For God has bound all men over to 
disobedience so that he may have mercy 
on them all" (Rom. 11:32). "Whoever 
does not believe is condemned" (Mk. 
16:16; d. #17, 1. Tim. 2:4 and Mt. 20:16). 

It is wrong to praise a church for 
standing behind its beloved elder with
out reference to the truth question. That 
is like saying: My country right or 
wrong! Bultmann says that if someone is 
aware that he errs, one should do him 
the honor of pointing it out to him. 

Footnote: Rev. Donald Evans, Asso
ciate Professor of Philosophy, U. of T. 
quotes from Billy Graham's Decision 
magazine: "As Christian believers we 
love the Communists, but we hate their 
system. We only wish you would join us 
in the fight not against our fellow human 
beings whom we !ove, but against prin-
cipalities and powers of darkness." 

For Evans this is a blasphemous mis
use of scripture as if napalm was 
dropped on an evil system and not on 
fellow human beings. (Peace Power and 
Protest, p. 39). Let this be a warning not 
to deviate to the right nor the left of the 
norm, jesus. . 
David Janzen, 
N iagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario 

BY WHOSE VIEW 
Regarding the comments by Henry Funk 
that Mennonites are not an ethnic 
group, that's much like claiming the 
world is flat. It's interesting that when he 
quotes Webster it is as "the foremost 
authority of the English language" but 
when I quote the man then the defini-
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tion becomes inaccurate and that of 
Neuf(~ld's personal viewpoint. It seems 
he can't see beyond his pocket, or ele
mf'ntary school, edition. Were he to 
consult one in his local high school, 
regional or university library his prob
lem would evaporate. Surely no one 
seriously believes that the definition in 
current u~e has anything to do with 
being °a gentile, or heathen." That's 
how that word began: anyone who 
didn't practice the Jewish faith was con
sidered 'fa gentile, or heathen." Even 
Mr. Funk's a gentile or heathen under 
that definition. 

"My main concern was," states Mr. 
Funk, "to keep the Mennonite faith, but 
also the language, as pure as possible." 
My ai-ride had nothing whatever to do 
with the Mennonite faith. How does one 
keep the Mennonite language pure? In 
fact, what is it? Certainly not German! If 
so, why did the early Mennonites wor
ship, and educate their children, in 
Dutch? Also, did founder Menno 
Simons ever advocate using German?" 

"After all," continues Mr. Funk, "so
called ethnic-Mennonitism is only 
man-made and contains some of all the 
others, Dutch, Prus5ian, Russian, Ukrai
nian, American, Canadian and what 
have you." Here he confuses ethnic 
with nationality. Although an ethnic 
group occasionally also is a nationality, 
that' 5 seldom the case. Of the si x he lists, 
only Dutch might qualify. Canadians, 
Americans and Russians, for example, 
are made up of hundreds of ethnic 
groups. His claim that the ethnic part of 

being Mennonite is "man-made" and 
thus of little importance, the assumption 
being that the faith portion is God-made 
and all-important is, to say the least, a 
unique perspective. True, choosing a 
marriage partner is "man-made" to a 
degree; so is having intercourse and 
babies. But there are many who would 
argue that good marriages are made in 
heaven; many couples, parents, minis
ters and congregations pray that they 
are. Isn't God involved in making 
babies? Regarding the faith aspect even, 
whether or not doctrines {pacifism, 
adult baptism, etc.) are part of one's faith 
can't only be of God otherwise every
one but Mennonites would go to hell. 

What's really ironical in this endless 
debate is that it might make a glimmer of 
sense if our roles were reversed. Here 
am I, not at all concerned with whether 
Mennonites continue as an ethnic group 
in the years ahead making positive 
statements about Mennonites as an eth
nic group. (My children .. for instance, 
aren't married to ethnic Mennonites and 
I fully concurred with their choices.) 
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And there is Mr. Funk, who would 
probably suffer a stroke if his children 
married outside the Mennonite com
munity, bad-mouthing Mennonites as 
an ethnic group. (He would define this 
as "marrying within the faith" and the 
real test wou Id come if they were recent 
converts like Indians, Negroes and Asi
atics.) Only in Canada, you say? 

Well, here ends my involvement in 
this stupid debate. I don't mind debating 
ISSUES. But ethnic groups revolve 
around genetics; scientific FACTS. In 
short, neither Mr. Funk's opinions or 
mine on it matter one iota. The world 
will still be round tomorrow even if 
every single person living on it believes 
it flat. And even if all the readers of this 
magazine wish to support Mr. Funk's 
position that Mennonites are not an eth
nic group, it really doesn't matter and 
isn't worth further argument. 
With best wishes, 
Dr. Peter Lorenz Neufeld 
Minnedosa 

REALLY NO OPENINGS? 

I would like to respond to a letter by Bill 
Schulz in the November issue. In it the 
writer makes a broad critique in an area 
that is sensitive. The issue is women in 
the church, and more specifically pas
toral positions for women. 

My first problem is that the accusa
tion: "no openings for women," is 
directed in such a way that a number of 
offices might be implicated, including 
the one in which I serve. "General con
ference office" (no capitals) complicates 
the matter further. 

The second problem I ies with 
accuracy in reporting the events 
described. When I read the letter I asked 
myself whether the writer was referring 
to my office. I tracked it down, and now 
wonder with what kind of integrity it 
was recorded. Could there be another 
interpretation? Was all the relevant data 
shared? 

By way of explanation I want to say 
that "conference offices" do not place 
pastors; men or women. Congregations 
hire them. The conference office makes 
congregations aware of personnel 
available, and informs interested candi
dates of positions that are open. If con
gregations seek a male pastor we have to 
respect that. On the other hand we do 
encourage congregations to consider 
hiring a woman. 

If I'm granted more space I would 
venture to say a few thi ngs about the 
issue per se. 

There is a growing openness to 
women in ministry, slow though that 

growth may be. About 13 women are 
active in ministry in Canada, and in th(> 
total General Conference the number is 
40. The number of Conference of Men
nonites in Manitoba churches that now 
have or recently had, women on the 
pastoral team is 5. Let me quote from d 

statement on ordination approved by 
the delegates of the general conference 
in August of 1974 - "Affirming that in 
Christ there is neither male nor female 
and that God is no respecter of per~ons, 
neither race nor class nor sex should be 
considered barriers in calling a minis-
ter." In this I believe there lies some 
reason for hope. 

The editorial in the same issue of the 
Mirror is also a trifle shrill. In the same 
paragraph where the conference office 
is accused of sexism, it seems to be 
implied that they claimed the policy was 
biblical. Was that in fact claimed by the 
conference office in question? And can 
you imagine the 'tamasha' if one of our 
theological institutions would bar 
women? To complain that not all are 
where we are in our understanding, is 
like complaining that not all tomatoes 
ripen August 15th. 

On the other hand I agree with the 
main message of the editorial, and 
would plead for patience and sensitivity 
on all sides. 
Bill Block, Director 
Committee on Ministerial Leadership 
Conference of Mennonites in Canada 
Winnipeg 

VARIED VIEWS 
Although I am on pension, I don't mind 
paying for the Mirror. I find some inter
esting articles in it. 

I specially enjoyed your last issue, the 
article about Henriette Schellenberg. 
We had the privilege to sit at her table at 
the Steinbach Fund Raising Banquet, I 
just thought her voice and her singing 
was the best I have ever heard and to 
read in the article, that she wants to 
serve the Lord with this wonderful talent 
is just marvelous. 

I also appreciate reading the article 
about the life of my dear friend Corny 
Loewen. He truly used his talent to the 
utmost. May the Lord bless his family. 

The one thing I did not appreciate and 
disagree strongly with the concluding 
remarks by Harry Loewen: "Jesus, who 
was the greatest radical, critic and here
tic of all time ... " may the good Lord 
forgive him for such remarks. 
Sincerely 
A. A. DeFehr 
Winnipeg 



Frank Epp 

Reflections on the 
Life and Work 
ofFrankEpp 
by Roy Vogt 

With the death of Frank H. Epp in 
January, at the age of 56, the Menno
nites of Canada lost their finest historian 
and journalist. Through his pioneering 
ed itorsh ip of The Canadian Mennonite 
in the 1950s and 1960s, and in such solid 
historical works as Mennonite Exodus 
and the two completed volumes of 
Mennonites in Canada, Frank Epp 
became widely recognized as the most 
outstanding interpreter of the Men
nonite experience in Canada. 

He was never content, however, to be 
a mere interpreter of events. He was 
driven by a vision (or, perhaps better 
said, a series of visions) and an amazing 
personal energy to give shape and 
direction to the development of hi s own 
people and, especially in his last years, 
to his country. His successive roles as 
editor, pastor, college president, writer, 
peace advocate, and political aspirant, 
enabled him to translate his Christian 
vision into numerous useful endeav-· 
ours. There can hardly be a Mennonite 
institution in Canada which was not 
touched by his activity. 

Our paths crossed very often, es
pecially in the 19 70s, and what follows 
is a brief, personal reflection on the 
impression made by Frank Epp on such 
occasions. Like many energetic men he 
was somewhat small in statu re. One 
learns very quickly not to look down on 
such people. His large, commanding 
eyes were his outstanding physical fea
ture. They accurately conveyed the fact 
that here was a man with very strong 
convictions. I believe he was by nature 
an extremely serious person, one might 
say overly serious, though he cou ld 
laugh warmly at the humour of others. 

He took a strong personal interest in 
people but, paradoxically, a deep core 
of reserve kept him from being particu
larly personable. My impression was 
that through some tough experiences he 
may have learned to reduce his vul
nerability to others. One of his warmest 
qualities was the genuine interest that he 
showed in the children of his friends. 
Without ostentation he wou Id si ngle 
them out for attention. 

He possessed in abundance a quality 
that seems most elusive among human 
beings: courage. His work on the Cana
dian Mennonite brought him into 
numerqus conflicts with church leaders 
and others, and though he was prepared 
to listen carefully to opposing views he 
would express his own without flinch
ing. A relatively closed community like 
the Mennonite community of Canada is 
never very comfortable with a free press, 
and Frank often paid the price in choos
ing personal integrity over communal 
conformity. This was especially true 
during the Vietnam War when his Ana
baptist peace position came into conflict 
with the extreme anti-communism of 
many of his readers and listeners. Frank 
Epp did more than anyone else to keep 
the traditional Anabaptist position alive 
during those difficult years. Years later, 
when he decided to run for federal 
political office, he was often criticized 
by a new generation of Anabaptist 
scholars who felt that he was compro
mising his previous convictions to make 
them conform to his new political goals. 
Unfortunately, there appears to be little 
room for compromise in the Anabaptist 
tradition, and I personally tended to side 
with Frank in the course that he was 
trying to chart, but to the extent that he 

had earlier contributed to such an 
uncompromising stance it might be said 
that he was the victim of his own (ear
lier) excesses. I am sorry that we were 
never able to discuss the irony of thi s. 

Like most men who are driven by 
visions, Frank sometimes found it diffi
cult to listen to the little visions of others 
when these conflicted with his own. A 
few years ago, for example, he was 
asked by a group of businessmen in 
Winnipeg, called "Friends of Higher 
Learning," to draft a proposal for a M en
nonite liberal arts college. The vision 
that he came up with was incredibly 
sweeping in scope (one could say gran
diose) and un iquely his own. His man
date called for him to discuss these ideas 
with academics in Winnipeg, and he 
did, but one had the feeling through all 
the discussions that followed that he 
was trying much harder to persuade us 
of his vision than to listen to ours. The 
tragic result was that neither his ideas 
nor ours contributed much to the plans 
that were finally developed. The late 
Harold S. Bender, who occupied a posi
tion of leadership among American 
Mennonites quite similar to the position 
occupied by Frank Epp in Canada, was 
often called "Pope Bender" behind his 
back. A simi lar term would occasionally 
have been appropriate for Frank. Both 
men were naturally strong leaders, and 
very good scholars, who were not above 
reinforcing the power of their visions 
with the power of their position in order 
to drive others with them. It is quite 
possible, of course, that that was more 
often good than bad for us. 

In the last few decades of his fruitful 
life Frank's concern for peace and jus
tice launched him into endeavours far 
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beyond the boundaries of the Men
nonite community. This is evidenced by 
his extensive writings on the Middle 
East, and by his attempts to be elected as 
a Liberal member of Parliament. These 
two endeavours were ultimately con
nected. As a result of my own involve
ment in Canada's multicultural move
ment at the time, where matters of this 
kind were often discussed, there is no 
question in my mind that one of the 
reasons why Frank narrowly missed 
election was the sympathetic ear that he 
gave to the Arab side in his writings on 
the Middle East conflict. I don't think 
that anyone could fairly accuse him of 
being anti - Jewish or even pro-Arab, 
but hi s attempt to be fai r to both sides 
was interpreted as anti-Jewish and he 
was roundly condemned for it. The 
tragedy was that a good man was lost to 
politi cs for wrong reasons and he was 
stymied in his attempts to enlarge the 
scope of his work. 

The people and institutions he served, 
and the books he wrote, are a fitting 
memorial to the life of Frank Epp. That 
he left undone more than most people 
ever attempt, only underlines the 
unique scope of his vision. 

Becoming 
Active Peacemakers 

Speaker: 

Arnold Snyder, Professor at 
Conrad Grebel College 

MARCH 7-9, 
1986 

Cost: $15.00 
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Ein 

Enttauschendes Paket! 
von Gerhard G. Thiessen 

P akete, Packchen, oder wie man sie 
wohl nennen mag, sind meistens zur 
Freude fOr andere bestimmt - aber ich 
will den Ereignissen nicht zuvorgreifen. 

Es war in Deutschland in den Jahren 
der Nachkriegszeit, als aile Waren noch 
rationiert wurden. Amerika war bereit 
zu helfen, darunter auch CA.R.E. und 
das MCC Ich hatte mich bei einem 
Bauern vermietet, um Essen und Ob
dach zu verdienen. Uber Hunger 
brauchte ich nicht zu klagen aber die 
Kleidung liess zu wunschen ubrig. 

Unter meinen Arbeitskollegen war 
auch ein Mann namens Josef, von allen 
kurz ,Sepp ' genannt, der schon seit 1939 
beim Bauern als Kriegsgefangener gear
beitet hatte. Trotz der vielen Zeit hatte er 
aber nicht die deutsche Sprache 
meistern k6nnen, vor allem kam er nicht 
von kindischen Ausdrucken los, die 
man ihm fruher beigebracht hatte. 

• • • 
Der Schwarz handel stand in voller 

Blute. Wer an Lebensmittel herankam, 
an Tabak oder Kaffee oder Kakau, der 
konnte sich auf dem Schwarzen Markt 
alles leisten, denn solche Waren waren 
Gold wert. 

Nun geschah es, dass ich einige 
CA.R.E. Pakete von Verwandten aus 
Kanada erhielt, in welchem sich auch 
Packungen von Zigaretten befanden. 

Sepp war ein leidenschaftlicher 
Raucher. Er gab viel fOr eine Zigarette, 
uberhaupt, wenn es dazu noch "tailor
made" war! Er erzahlte uns nun er habe 
eine Schwester in den U.S.A. und, da 
wir aus Kanada Pakete erhielten, sollte 
es doch ein leichtes sein, solche auch 
aus den U.S.A. zu bekommen. Alles, 
was er zu tun brauchte, ware an seine 
Schwester zu schreiben und um ein 
Paket zu bitten. Gesagt, getan. 

Nebenbei erzahlte Seppe, seine 
Schwester hatte sich ein Radio gekauft, 
auf dem man den Sprecher sehen konn-

te (Fernsehen!), fOr ganze $1000, und da 
sollte sie wohl auch in der Lage sein, 
dem Bruder etwas zu schicken. Unge
duldig wartete er auf das Paket, das da 
kommen sollte, ja, kommen musste. 

Nach langem Warten war es dann 
ei nes T ages doch so weit. Sei n Paket war 
angekommen (und klein war es nicht!). 
Stolz sollte er es jetzt vor unser aller 
Augen aufmachen. 

Zu allererst, obenauf, lag e ine 
hubsche Kravatte, korrekt zusammen
gelegt. Dann folgten KleidungsstUcke 
aller Art, wohl gebrauchte, aber von 
guter Qualitat. ... Keine Zigaretten! 

Sepp hatte fur all den Plunder keine 
Augen und suchte Zigaretten. Statt des
sen wieder eine Handvoll Kravatten, 
wohl zwei Dutzend an der Zahl. Sie 
wurden an Ort und Stelle verteilt. Was 
sollte er mit Kravatten? Zigaretten,ja es 
mussten doch Zigaretten drinnen sein! 
Leider kamen nur noch etliche Klei
dungsstUcke zum Vorschein, aber kein 
Rauchwaren. 

Dem Sepp riss die Geduld und er fing 
an zu schimpfen. So kannten wir unsern 
Sepp doch nicht. In der Sprache aller 
Herren Lander verrief er die Schwester, 
bloss wei! sie keine Rauchwaren ins 
Paket getan hatte. 

Es dauerte eine Weile ihn ein wenig 
zu beruhigen. Er k6nnte ja einige 
Sac hen fOr Zigaretten umtauschen, die 
Schwester k6nne ja nicht wissen, dass er 
rauchte, usw. Jedenfalls war Sepp sehr 
enttauscht uber das so sehr ersehnte 
Paket. 

• • • 
Diese Geschichte hat vielleicht keine 

scharfe Pointe aber dafOr eine nutzliche 
Moral: Wenn jemand jemandem Freude 
machen will , so sollte er dieses nicht 
unuberlegt tun; es k6nnte statt Freude, 
Arger und Verdruss anstiften, gerade das 
Gegenteil von dem was man gewollt 
hat. 

mm 
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Zur Diskussion: 
Mediengesprach 
Es tragt Verstand und rechter Sinn 
Mit wenig Kunst .'iich seIber vor. 

Goethe, Faust. 

I eh habe immer angenommen, dass die 
Ausfuhrungen, die in dieser Diskus
sionsspalte ersehienen, entweder abso
lut uberzeugend oder aber undiskutabel 
gewesen sind. Nieht, dass es an Tele
phonanrufen oder beilaufige Bemer
kungen gefehlt hat, aber zu Wort hat 
sieh fast keiner gemeldet, was ieh als 
Optimist nati.irlieh positiv auslegen 
moehte. 

Heute rief ein Kollege aus der men
nonitisehen Medienbranehe an und 
bezeiehnete einige Texte die im Mirror 
erschienen als rein destruktive Sehrif
ten, die nieht nur die Bestrebungen 
unserer Filmmacher zerstoren, sondern 
aueh die ganze mennonitisehe Gesell
schaft zersplittern sollten. 

!eh dagegen beklagte mich bei ihm 
daruber, dass die, die sieh betroffen 
fUhlten, nieht die Gelegenheit wahr
nehmen, im Mirror zu antworten - das 
Blatt stehe ihnen ja offen! leh wies auf 
den Boten hin, der ja oft weitlaufige 
Diskussionen von verschiedenen Seiten 
in Hulle und Fulle bringt. Solche Offen
heit wunschten wir uns aueh im Mirror, 
behauptete ieh. 

1st es nieht so, fragte ieh, dass man 
gegenuber Kritik zu sensibel ist? Warum 
sollten unsere Produkte, ob Bucher oder 
Filme oder Theaterstucke, nieht einer 
sachgemassen Prufung unterzogen 
werden? Und ganz besonders, wenn es 
um allgemeine mennonitisehe Themen 
geht, die uns allen angehen? 

Denn es kann ja nieht darum gehen, 
gegen Personen vorzugehen, sondern 
Kritik geschieht um einer Saehe willen. 
Ob man uber ein Buch wie AI Reimers 
neuer Roman oder der nun schon alte 
von Rudy Wiebe, oder uber das The
aterstUek von Walter Schlichting, oder 
aueh uber den Film And When They 
Shall Ask. 

Solche Werke gehen uns allen an und 
bedurfen einer sorgsamen Prufung. Da 
soli der Kritiker verantwortungsvoll 
handeln, aber nieht weniger der Kunst
ler/Hersteller! In der Bespreehung von 
Reimers Buch geht Gerhard Ens im 
Boten z.B. auf die Frage des Selbst
sehutzes ein und pruft sehr genau, wie 
Reimer dieses heikle Thema behandelt 
hat. Das ist sein gutes Recht und sogar 
seine Pflieht, denn das ist eine Frage, die 
von grosser Bedeutung fur uns aile ist. 

Wenn nun der Film And When They 
Shall Ask ahnlicherweise unter die Lupe 
genom men wird, von einem Saehken
ner namlieh, dann lohnt es sieh doeh
wohl, diese Rezension zu drueken. Ge
gendarstellungen waren im Mirror aueh 
willkommen (sie sind aueh schon er
sehienen!). 

Was ieh aber eigentlich sagen wollte 
- wir, die wir mit den versehiedenen 
Medien zu tun haben, wir sollten doeh 
aueh unter uns ein Gespraeh fUhren 
konnen. Wozu ist diese ganze westliehe 
Freiheit gut, wenn wir sie nieht zu 
einem freien Gespraeh uber uns wieh
tige Themen benutzen? 

veo 
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Jagdkonig und Kreissaal 
von Hedi Knoop 

Herbst und Winter - in Deutschland die Zeit der Treibjagden, wenn sich die 
Jager im grunen Rock, Gewehr auf der Schulter, Hund an der Leine, versammeln 
und dann nach vorher festgelegtem Schlachtplan auf Felder und Auen hinaus
schwarmen. Wehe nun dem armen Meister La'mpe, dem grauen Feldhasen, wenn er 
aus seiner Sasse aufgestobert wird und in die volle Schrotladung des jagers rennt. 
Aber auch Rebhuhnern und Fasanen ergeht es schlecht, sobald die eifrigen Treiber 
diese hochgemacht haben und sie sich als willkommenes Ziel vor dem Grau des 
wolkenverhangenen Himmels abzeichnen. Vor Dunkelwerden liegen sie dann 
allesam.te als jagdbeute hubsch geordnet vor ihren Bezwingern auf der Erde, und es 
erklingt fUr sie aus jagdhornern immerhin noch ein ehrenvolles Halali. 

Fur Jager und Treiber aber setzt nun der gemOtliche Teil des bisher 
anstrengenden jagdtages ein: das Schusseltreiben, das kraftige Essen namlich in der 
warmen Stube einer Gastwirtschaft, mit anschliessendem Umtrunk bei einem 
gerauschvollen Palaver uber das Wo und Wie und Wann der gegluckten oder auch 
missgluckten Abschusse. 

Am Hut des erfolgreichsten Schutzen steckt der Bruch, ein Stausslein aus 
Tannengrun. Er spendiert sogleich eine Runde Schnaps und bekommt dafUr ein 
dreifaches donnerndes "Horrido/l. ja, er ist der glucklichste von allen an diesem fUr 
ihn denkwurdigen jagdtag. 

Pech freilich fUr seine Ehefrau, wenn sie sich ausgerechnet diesen Ruhmestag 
aussucht, um ein Kind auf die Welt zu bringen: . 

Jagdkonig und Kreissaal 

Am fruhen Morgen stohnt Frau Anne 
und spricht zu ihrem Ehemanne: 
"Du, Karl, ich glaub, es ist so weit. 
Fahr mich zur Klinik, es wird Zeit./1 

"Wenn du man nicht im Irrtum bist, 
wo heute doch die Treibjagd ist./1 -
"Nein, Karl, wir mussen uns schon sputen, 
sie kommen aile zehn Minuten. /I 

"Na gut, dannaber schnell; um neune, 
da trifft man sich bei Summans Scheune. /I 
Er fahrt sie hin so gegen acht 
und geht um neune mit auf jagd. 

Die Anne uberfallen Wehen, 
und es vergeht ihr Hor'n und Sehen. 
"Frau Meyer, ich halt's nich mehr aus!/1 -
"Gut pressen! Schon so. Nun ist's raus. /I 

Gleich wird der neue Mensch gewindelt, 
geputzt, gewogen und gebundelt. 
Frau Anne sieht es mit Behagen. 
"Ach Gott, was wird mein Mann nur sagen!/1 

Am Abend klingelt's Telefon. 
"Er ist's, gebt her, ich ahnt' schon.
Hallo, ach Karl, das Kind ist da! 
Die Meyern sagt, ganz der Papa. /I -

"Recht so, doch hab ich Zeit nur wenig, 
denn stell dir vor, ich bin der Konig! 
jagdkonig heut zum ersten Mal. 
Vier Kreaturen an der Zahl: 

ein Fuchs, zwei Hasen und ein Huhn, 
ein Bruch am Hut - was sagst du nun? 
Ich muss zuruck in Summans Saal 
zum Umtrunk. Mehr ein andermal./1 -

"Und unser Kind?/1 - "Ach ja, du Annchen, 
sag auf die schnelle: 1st's ein Mannchen?/1 -
Frau Anne seufzt. "Soweit ich sehe, 
mein lieber Karl, ist's eine Fahe./1 

Aus: Torfgeschichten aus dem Uchter Moor Hedi Knoop, erhaltlich bei Margaret 
Kroeker, 86 Hazel Dell Avenue, Winnipeg, R2K OP4. 
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Der Pflug steht still., der Acker ist bestellt 

Der Pflug steht still, der Acker ist bestellt, 
Und einen Hauch der Stille, bestimmt miteinst die Welt, 
Die Zeit haelt inne, eine grosse Hand nun ruht, 
Vorbei, vollbracht, die Arbeit auf dem Gut. 

Geschichten schweigen nun; Bedaechtigkeit, das Wort . . . 
Es ist nun alles aus, vorbei gewohnter Hort, 
Wo Vater Abraham sich teilte allen mit: 
Wie er so freudig, voll durch's Leben schritt ... 

W ir schweigen nun mit ihm: - dann meldet Hoffnungskunde: 
"Es gibt ein Wiedersehn," geht dann durch aile Runde
Ja, Vater, Dir und Dirsei Dank in grosser Zahl, 
Wir wissen Dich und sagen allzumal: -

"Bleib Du bei uns, lass troesten uns Dein Geist, 
Bleib gegenwaertig uns, denn Du, oh Vater weisst, 
Es gibt noch viele Felder zu bestellen, 
Es gilt zu meistern manche Lebenswellen
Bis unsere Hand, wie Deine faellt, 
Und wir dann rufen, ,Leb wohl, Du alte Welt.'" 

Denn muede war er, ging zur Ruh, 
Gott drueckte ihm die Augen zu! 
Oh neige Dich zu uns, mit Deinem Segen, 
Begleit uns sanft an diesem Tag und alletwegen! 

Auf den Tod der Henry Krahn von Jack Thiessen 
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Discipline versus Freedom: 
When Youth Rebels 

I n the past few months we have read about the following 
events: a male High School student in Steinbach is prohibited 
by his teacher from wearing an earring; a male High School 
student in McGregor is prohibfted from sitting during the daily 
recitation of the Lord's Prayer. In each case the student is told 
that he will not be permitted to attend classes until he obeys 
the teacher's commands. In each case, also, the student 
refuses to obey. Both actions result in widespread controversy 
in the local community; in the case of the McGregor student 
the issue receives national attention. 

After several hearings the Steinbach student is permitted to 
re-enter the classroom, with his earring. He has, apparently, 
successfully argued that his human rights were being violated. 
The McGregor case is more complicated, and the outcome 
more uncertain. The student claims to be an atheist, and 
maintains that he should not be required to simulate par
ticipation in the saying of the Lord's Prayer through standing, 
nor leave the classroom, as is his right under the School Act. 

Judging from many newspaper editorials and letters to the 
editor the main issue in these cases was a very simple one: 
DISCIPLINE! According to such persons, all behavior in our 
schools is to be governed strictly by the rules laid down by 
school trustees, principals, and teachers. The student's job is 
to obey. Such people fear that any act of disobedience will 
lead to chaos. Let us agree that all institutions, including 
schools, need to have operating rules and authority figures 
who implement them. Without a basic regard for such rules 
and authorities no human community can function effec
tively. But surely a "basic regard" for authority is not the same 
thing as "total" or "unquestioning" regard. All human 
authorities are fallible, and therefore none can command our 
absolute allegiance. For this reason not every challenge of 
such authority is unjustified and not every act of discipline is 
justified. 

When are students justified in challenging the rules laid 
down for them? There is, of course, no easy answer to this -
and one shouldn't try to make it appear easy by reducing it all 
to a neat formula of "obey or get out." From my own experi
ence I would be inclined to say that most school rules perform 
the very useful function of easing the learning process and 
there is more to be lost than gained by disobeying them. Also, 
most teachers are reasonable human beings who have the best 
interest of their students at heart. I think it would also be safe to 
say that in the course of a school day most acts of disobe
dience have no merit at all, they are the immature acts of 
young people who are still discovering that other people have 
no need, and even less desire, to cater to their whims. How
ever, all this does not exclude the possibility that some acts of 
disobedience are justifiable, either because the rules are bad 
or because they are implemented in a thoughtless way. And it 
isn't only "troublemakers" who will challenge such rules. 
Indeed, it would not be difficult to show that some of the most 
highly regarded figures in historY, including the central figure 
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in the Christian faith, often disobeyed the authorities around 
them. It is not only immaturity that breeds contempt; it may 
also be sensitivity and independent creativity. 

It is very difficult, of course, to discern the true motive of a 
dissenter. But motive should never be the issue anyway. The 
only important question is: does the person have a valid point? 
Take the case of the McG regor boy. I ask myself the followi ng 
questions: Does he have the right to be an atheist? I think we 
would all agree that he does. The next question is, should he 
be required to act as though he believes in God by standing up 
to say the Lord's Prayer? Again, we would probably agree tha~ 
he should not, and we are pleased that the School Act permits 
him to leave the classroom during the prayer. The third ques-' 
tion is, should he be required to leave the classroom in order 
not to simulate participation in prayer? That is, should leaving 
the classroom be the only option open to him if he doesn't 
want to stand for the prayer? This question is not so easy, and 
that is undoubtedly why it has generated so much contro
versy. The student may argue as follows: "I am doing nothing 
wrong in refusing to participate in the Lord's Prayer. Therefore 
I should be able to carry on my normal classroom activity, 
which may mean sitting and reading a book. A requirement to 
leave the classroom interrupts my normal activity and gives 
the impression that there is something odd and even repre
hensibl.e about my action." The teacher, on the other hand, 

. may argue, "Those students who stand for the Lord's Prayer 
should not be disturbed during that time by the action of 
another person. A student in the hallway is not a disturbing 
influence; a student in their midst who is sitting while they are 
standing is." A look at these arguments convinces me that in 
this case the student is right and the teacher is wrong (and the 
School Act on which he bases his ruling is also wrong). 

By refusing to participate in the prayer of a particular 
religion in a public school this student is not guilty of any 
unusual behavior which should cause him to be treated in an 
unusual way. Ours is a pluralistic society and no one who 
dissents from the practices of a particular religion should be 
required to observe its practices. It is completely irrelevant 
whether such a dissent stems from a conviction of atheism or 
from adherence to another religion. 

As a Christian, put yourself into the following situation: 
your chi Id comes home one day and announces that everyone 
in the class is being asked to affirm the non-existence of God. 
They all stand while doing that, and your child has the option 
of standing as well or leaving the classroom. You might very 
well reason that the right to leave the classroom is privilege 
enough under such circumstances, but why, if you could, 
would you not go further and make the following argument: 
"This school was not created to encourage the teaching of 
atheism. Therefore, the affirmation of a non-existing God is 
contrary to the principles of the school. In defying the rule to 
stand for such an affirmation my child is closer to the founding 
spirit of the school than those who do stand, and yet he is 
asked to leave the classroom as though he is the odd person 
out." 

Perhaps you personally would not be inclined to chal
lenge school authorities on such grounds, but a challenge 
would not be unjustified. You can also imagine the way in 
which school authorities (and parents who favour atheism) 
might respond. They would undoubtedly accuse you of being 
a troublemaker, of seeking media attention, of merely flaunt
ing normal discipline, and of having too big an ego. Maybe, 
however, you just wanted the right thing to be done. Let us in 
our judgments stand for those who also want to do the right 
thing. Being on the side of discipline may often be the right 
thing, but it may also be quite wrong. - Roy Vogt 
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