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Christ's love is given 

each time His children 
reach out to one another. 

Sharing that love 
is the work of MCCers 
this Christmas season 

and al/ year. 
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Multiculturalisme 
Canada 

Together 
we can get it right. 

Learning a new tune, 
like coming to a new 
country, is not easy. 

It takes time, 
and effort. 

Mistakes 
before success. 

Living in harmony is 
no different, because, 

Understanding, like music, 
comes with learning. 

Together, 
we can get it right. 

Canada 



Henry Guenther 

Henry Guenther helped create 
"a place of safety" at Eden 

by Mavis Reimer 
Had anyone asked Henry Guenther as a 
boy what he wanted to be when he grew 
up, he would have answered enthusi
astically, "A farmer!" Dr. Guenther at 68 
smiles as he remembers. "I wanted to be 
a farmer," he says, "and I ended up a 
psychiatrist!" 

More precisely Dr. Guenther ended 
up a psychiatrist both well-known and 
highly-respected in southern Manitoba. 
For Manitoba Mennonites his name is 
perhaps most closely linked with the 
growth and development of the Eden 
Mental Health Centre. Since its opening 
some sixteen years ago, Dr. Guenther 
has always been associated with the 
Winkler facility in one capacity or 
other. He was a member of the original 
board of directors of the centre. Elected 
by the Mennonite conferences and 
churches of Manitoba in the mid-60s, 
the board was responsible both for de
fining the objectives of the mental 
health centre and for planning the phys
ical facility. For many years Dr. 
Guenther commuted to Winkler to 
work part-time as a therapist at the Eden 
centre while maintaining a position in 
the department of psychiatry at the 
Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg. In 
1976, he agreed to work full-time at the 
Eden centre and for the next five years 
served as the medical officer in charge. 
During these years the Eden Mental 
Health Centre became widely known 
for its unique and excellent facilities. 

Despite the success of Henry 

Guenther's career in psychiatry, it is a 
career that he fell into more by default 
than by choice. His boyhood dream of 
becoming a farmer died a slow death. 
Born in the village of Steinbach in the 
Molotschna colony in Russia, Henry 
was ten years old in 1925 when his fam
ily arrived in Winnipeg. His mother had 
been widowed before they left Russia 
and, with four young children, life in 
the new country was a hand-to-mouth 
existence. The primary source of in
come for the family was the boarders 
they took in and Dr. Guenther recalls 
that they lived in a succession of 
houses, moving whenever his mother 
located a house bigger or cheaper than 
the last. As soon as they were able, all of 
the Guenther children went to work at 
odd jobs to help make ends meet. In 
such straitened circumstances owning a 
farm was clearly an impossible dream. 

With jobs scarce during the 1930s the 
Guenthers agreed that it would be in the 
best interests of the family if Henry were 
to be trained in a profession. Pharmacy 
was chosen, at least partly because 
much of the training was done on an 
apprenticeship basis with the appren
tice being paid a small wage. The pro
fession was not as satisfying as he had 
hoped, however. A pharmacist in a 
community drug store spent as much 
time stocking shelves as dispensing pre
scriptions, Henry found. The most inter
esting aspect of the job from his point of 
view was getting to know the people 
who brought their aches and com-

plaints to the pharmacist for advice. He 
decided to return to university to study 
medicine. 

Graduating with his M.D. degree in 
1946, Dr. Guenther entered family 
practise, first with Drs. Oelkers and 
Neufeld at the Concordia Hospital and 
later in partnership with Drs. Enns and 
Friesen. The only specialty he seriously 
considered was surgery. 

Then in 1956 he became ill. The diag
nosis was multiple sclerosis, the prog
nosis uncertain, the remedy unknown. 
He was given only one piece of medical 
advice: "If you have a choice between 
standing and sitting, sit. If you have a 
choice between sitting and lying down, 
lie down." 

Studying surgery clearly was no long
er an option. Even general practise, Dr. 
Guenther found, was too arduous phys
ically for him. Only then did he begin to 
consider the possibility of specializing 
in psychiatry. In a psychiatric practise 
his condition would make little dif
ference. He could, if necessary, counsel 
patients from a wheelchair. That, for
tunately, has never become necessary. 

When he investigated the possibility 
further, Dr. Guenther became aware 
that not only was psychiatry an ideal 
discipline for him physically, but also 
there was a tremendous need for 
qualified therapists in Manitoba. He 
started his psychiatry residency in 1962 
and finished in 1966 at the age of 51. 

It was precisely during these years 
that plans for a Mennonite mental 
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health facility were beginning to come 
together. Mennonite church leaders 
such <1'i Rev. I. M. Pauls had raised the 
idea for discussion as early as 1956, but 
it was not until several years later that 
concrete steps were taken to institute 
the idea. ThE' first board was formed 
while Dr. Guenther was completing his 
residency, and he was elected to sit on 
it. In junc, 1967 , the 50-bed Eden Men
tal Ih~althCentre officially opened. 

With the exception of two years dur
ing the early 19705 when Dr. Clarence 
labun was medical officer at Eden, the 
mental health centre relied on a num
ber of Winnipeg doctors, among them 
Dr. Ciuenther, to provide psychiatric ser
vices part-time for patients. The ap
pointment in 1976 of Henry Guenther 
to the full-lime position of medical of
ficer and resident psychiatrist gave the 
Mennonite centre a new stature and sta
bility. As an established psychiatrist, Dr. 
Guenther brought both a reputation and 
a patient population with him. With one 
full-time doctor too, Eden patients were 
assured easier access to psychiatric 
counselling and greater continuity in 
their treatment. 

From Dr. Guenther's perspective, the 
Eden centre has been a congenial and 
effective environment in which to work. 
He mentions particularly the trust that 
pervades the Eden community at every 
level. Board members work harmoni
ously with one another, although they 
represent eight different Mennonite 
conferences and a wide spectrum of 
theologies and styles. At the staff level, 
a variety of professionals are content to 
work together as a team. It is, in fact, the 
concept of the treatment team which 
puts the Eden centre at the leading edge 
of mental health services in Manitoba. 

At the Eden Mental Health Centre, 
professionals now on staff include two 
psychiatrists, a general practitioner, a 
clinical psychologist, a pharmacist, 
three social workers, a pastoral coun
sellor, a psychogeriatric worker and an 
employment counsellor, as well as nurs
ing staff and occupational therapy staff. 

Dr. Guenther and other members of 
the Eden community agree that this trust 
is founded on the fact that board and 
staff members see the centre as an ex
pression of their cornman Christian 
faith. One of the first tenets in the writ
ten philosophy of the centre is that it is 
only within "a loving and affirming 
community" that "care, treatment and 
healing" can take place effectively. 

The word "asylum" has fallen into 
disrepute as a description of a mental 
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health facility in recent years, but to Dr. 
Guenther it is still "a beautiful word./I 
"Asylum" means "a place of safety," he 
points out, and at least part of the task of 
the Eden community is to provide a safe 
place for the hurt and vulnerable people 
entrusted to its care. 

Dr. Guenther believes that patients 
whatever their cultural or religious 
background do experience such love 
and care at Eden. But for the Mennonite 
patients the health centre is a place of 
safety in a special way. "Many of our 
patients are Mennonites or other evan
gelical Christians, and it is important to 
them that they are treated in a milieu 
compatible with their lifestyle." The 
feeling that Eden is a safe place to be 
can be very significant for a patient, Dr. 
Guenther observes. If he believes that 
his most basic values are being as
saulted, he is likely to be less responsive 
to therapy. 

Undoubtedly there are advantages to 
having a doctor who shares and thor
oughly understands a patient's cultural 
and religious background, says Dr. 
Guenther, for such factors determine at 
least in part the structure of a person
ality. As an example Dr. Guenther cites 
the number of renegades the Men
nonites as a group produce. "Men
nonites," he explains, "tend to see 
moral questions in terms of black and 
white, with few shades of grey be
tween. In psychoanalytic terms we 
would say they have a strong super-ego. 
A Mennonite typically finds it very diffi
cult to adapt the way he sees things. 
Either he will refuse to change at all or 
he will reject the whole thing. Dr. F. C. 
Peters calls this phenomenon the Men
nonite's 'cast-iron conscience.' If it has 
to bend, it breaks./I Typically too, says 
Dr. Guenther, Mennonites are an intro
jected people. They are likely to inter
nal ize stress or confl ict, and he treats 
many Mennonite patients for the illness 
of depression. He would not, however, 
expect to see many Mennonites react to 
pressure by committing violent crime. 

While it is true, according to Dr. 
Guenther, that a good psychotherapist 
will not impose his values on a patient, 
it is also true that an effective psycho
therapist must develop a method of 
therapy that is integrated with his own 
values and style. He considers that one 
of the most difficult things about being a 
psychiatrist is facing himself. "You see 
parts of yourself more often than you'd 
like to in your patients and in the case 
studies. And when you counsel other 
people you have to be willing to be 

absolutely candid with yourself about 
yourself." 

Since reaching the age of retirement, 
Dr. Guenther has resigned the admin
istrative position of medical officer to 
Dr. Jeff Ivey, but he continues to work as 
a psychiatrist half-days at the centre. 
And although the slower pace suits Dr. 
Guenther just fine, he hopes and ex
pects that his association with the Eden 
Mental Health Centre will continue into 
the forseeable future. mm 

COMING EVENTS 
Feb. 24: Chair of Mennonite Studies --

Lecture by Abram Friesen, Univer
sity of Fredericton: "Canadian Men
nonite Literature," 7:30 P.M. 

Feb. 14-18: Special courses for church 
workers at CMBC, Wpg. 

Feb. 18-19: Conference of Mennonites 
in Manitoba annual delegate ses
sions at Bethel Church, Wpg. 

Feb. 22: Westgate German Banquet. 
First Mennonite Church. 

March 4-6: Peace Conference at 
CMBC, Wpg. 

March 25: CMBC/MBBC Oratorio 
Choir. 
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CHAPEL 

UO ADELAIDE STREET 

WINNIPEG 2, MANITOBA 
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Artur Schmidt 

Astonished by the singing, 
Artur Schmidt is himself astonishing 

by Mary M. Enns 
"There's a young man we will be hear
ing more about in the future," said Ken 
Reddig, archivist and closely connected 
with MBBC and its students, "And I 
think there's a story there!" 

We had just observed the young stu
dent conductor guiding his music mas
ter's choir through Anton Bruckner's Oh 
How Blessed and were impressed with 
the sensitivity and the expertise of his 
performance. 

A few days later, seated opposite Ar
tur Schmidt in the music room at the 
college, I faced a man who if he lived in 
Oberammergau, might be suggested for 
the lead role in its Passion Play. His 
finely chiseled face now framed by a 
beard, wearing a cautious, reserved 
smile, he created a striking impression 
of gentleness, kindliness and sincerity. 
When he spoke, it was in a firm, studied 
English richly flavoured with a thor
oughly rounded Russian "L." and a 
softened Canadianized "r" . And this 
voice, accompanied by his lithe move
ments and gestures, made me think of 
the dancer Baryshnikov. An interesting 
blend, to say the least! During an hour's 
stimulating conversation with him it be
came clear, he is indeed someone we 
will be hearing about. 

Artur Schmidt, 29, student at MBBC 
is a many-faceted man. He is pursuing a 
double major - music and theology. 
And when he graduates this spring it 
will be with degrees both from MBBC 
and the University of Winnipeg. A nota-

ble achievement for a European who 
came to study in Canada only in 1980. 

Schmidt was born in Khasakstan, 
Russia, in 1953. His parents had been 
banished from the Ukraine at the time 
when all Germans and Mennonites 
were forced to leave that area. They 
lived in Khasakstan long enough for Ar
tur to finish second grade before the 
family moved to Latvia . After Grade 8 
Artur entered technical school in Riga. 
There he took high school training fol
lowed by a course in tailoring, though 
that was not of particular interestto him. 
Neither was a two-year stint in the Rus
sian army - by his own choice. "But I 
was in it," explains Schmidt, "b~cause 
there was just no way out. The only 
possible alternative was prison, for a 
minimum term of five years. Even that 
was not so simple; you had to go 
through quite a procedure before that 
happened. I decided to put in those two 
years and be finished with it. This 
proved difficult, because knowing I was 
a Christian they tried to break down my 
faith and persuade me differently. For
tunately for me I could talk to one of the 
Russian officers, a doctor. Eventually 
we became good friends and he stood 
behind me, backing me in every situa
tion where things could have become 
difficult. He was interested in the Chris
tian faith and accepted a New Testa
ment from me." 

In 1976 Artur, his mother and sister 
(his father had died in Latvia) made the 
move to Germany. Here Artur went to 

language school for eight months at the 
academy in Bonn in order to study Ger
man. "At this point I didn't know where 
or how to continue my studies; every
thing was so new to me. I knew I wanted 
to get an education, whether that be in 
German or in English. A friend, a Rus
sian radio broadcaster, suggested the 
Bible College of Wales in Swansea as a 
good place to begin theological stud ies. 
Three of us fellows from Russia, Wal 
demar, Nikolai, and myself made the 
decision and left Latvia arriving in Bris
tol, England. We knew no English so we 
took a course of concentrated English 
study in Bristol before going to Wales. I 
will say I enjoyed every moment of the 
two years of study in Wales. It was a 
growing experience for me and gave me 
a good spiritual foundation . After grad
uation in 1979 I returned to Germany 
once again. Here I married my fiancee 
Anita Wedel in Cologne. We had first 
met in the church in Latvia." 

Artur's period of study in Wales now 
influenced his interests and he began to 
involve himself deeply in church work. 
He took on the leadership of the youth 
groups, conducted the choir and began 
to preach in the Umsiedler Church in 
Cologne. "The church was small," says 
Schmidt, "and I wanted to help wher
ever possible . I don't consider myself a 
preacher but I did this in order to help 
out. Very few there have a theological 
education and therefore I considered it 
my task, my calling, the place for me to 
be." 
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We wondered why he had chosen to 
come to Canada for further theology 
and music training. Schmidt is quick to 
explain : "My friend Viktor Hamm is in
volved with MB Communications here 
in Winnipeg. He asked me to consider 
coming here to study in order that I 
cou ld help with the music and singing 
in his radio work. So Anita and I moved 

. to Canada in 1980 and began our new 
life here. I realized I could have studied 
back home in Detmold or at the Musik 
Schule in Cologne. But looking back 
over these past three years I know the 
decision to come here was a good one. 
Though I had done a lot of singing and 
choir conducting earlier on I did not 
have the theory so necessary in this 
work. That is what I've now learned 
here. The music study was probably of 
the greatest value in my experience 
here." 

Any other advantages? Artur reflects 
quietly. "These years were profitable for 
me in many other ways. I feel I have 
learned so much from the people here 
- how they react to other people, to 
situations. I had grown up in Russia in 
an atmosphere where I felt everybody 
hated me. I stood alone, somehow al
ways expecting something bad to hap
pen, always ready to fight back, not 
physically but otherwise at all times to 
be prepared to defend myself. Coming 
here I was sti II always very much on my 
guard, thinking that maybe somebody 
wanted to get me somehow. Then to 
realize, gradually, that nobody hated 
me - it was an astounding experience. 
I observed how people accepted each 
other, even in small things like the way 
you dress. You do as you wish and you 
do it your way. I really liked that and I 
learned from it. It is something I would 
not have learned in Detmold, in Co
logne. I hope when I go back to my 
people I can show them, not tell them, 
about accepting each other. Our people 
are very conservative because of their 
past and theirthinking is still in a certain 
framework. In Wales I had learned to 
sort things out about my basic theologi
cal foundation - what did I believe, 
where did I stand. Here I have learned 
about spiritual growth, another, broader 
dimension. It is important in theology to 
learn to accept viewpoints other than 
your own." 

What was most difficult in the new 
life here? "The hardest was our begin
ning here in Canada. I felt the students 
were much more advanced than I was 
in music and of course in English lan
guage; as a matter of fact in most re
spects they were above my head. I spent 
a lot of time and energy trying to cope 
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with that during my first semester here. 
It was at this time that my mother died in 
Germany and I went home briefly. The 
second year was easier and from then 
on i t continued to be better all the 
time." 

How does he feel about the school 
spirit at the college? "I think the school 
spirit is marvelous. The first time I sat in 
the college chapel, everyone picked up 
a hymn book and began to sing. I was 
astonished at the quality of the singing 
and thought, what is thi s, a choir? Ev
eryone sang and they all seemed to 
know what they were doing. I loved it." 

Today, almost three years later, Artur 
Schmidt is considered one of the bright
est students at the college . Says Dr. Eric 
Mierau, administrator and instructor at 
MBBC: "Artur Schmidt is about to 
achieve in three years what lesser spirits 
under similar conditions might not have 
considered possible in a lifetime. With 
an educational background including 
high school training in Russia and only 
two years of bible college and exposure 
to English in the United Kingdom, Artur 
will be completing two degrees this 
Spring: the BA with a music major at 
University of Winnipeg and the BRS de
gree with a theology and a music major 
at MBBC. Not only is Artur setting a 
record by completing two major pro
grams in three years, but he has also 
distinguished himself as a highly capa
ble, dedicated person, both in studies 
and in service involvements with the 
Russian department of MB Communi
cations. The German Mennonite 
churches to which he is returning to 
work as a choral consultant are most 
fortunate." 

Artur, his wife Anita and their two 
small Canadian-born daughters, Bet
tina, two, and Regina, five months old, 
will be returning to Germany in May to 
begin work there immediately. The con
ference of Umsiedler in Germany has 
some 20 to 24 churches all over Ger
many. "They are doing good work," 
says Schmidt, "and are really starting to 
come out. They want me to be their 
music resource person for choir work 
and for workshops for conductors. This 
includes arranging music festivals as 
well as writing music for all our Russian 
songs which are not set to music. That's 
what I'll be working at for that's what 
I've learned to do here. And my work in 
theology will go hand-in-hand with the 
music input. All doors there are open to 
me. We will be living in Bonn with 
Anita's parents to begin with. After that 
I'm not sure, because I want to continue 
to study and I don't know how I'll fit it all 
in." We are confident he wi II fi nd a way. 

mm 

CIRCLE TOURS 

AFFORDABLE 
FLORIDA 

• A 22-day motor coach tour with 
14 leisurely days at Fort Walton 
Beach. 

• Many opportunities for leisure 
time activities 

• Tours of cities 
• Two days in New Orleans 
• Free breakfasts and dinners 

while in Florida (14 days) 
• All for $995 twin. 

Contact your tour escort: 
David Rempel 
(204) 453-8601 

or 

Circle Tours 

Telephone ~ 
i~ (204) 453-8601 ~ 
, ~ orC.T. Officeat ~ 

~ \ ~ (204) 775-8601 II. 

Reimer Agencies (1969) Ltd. 
253 Main St. & Clearspring Mall 

Steinbach, Manitoba 

Ph. 326-2425 
453-5562 (Winnipeg direct) 

Reimer Welsh Agencies Ltd. 
184-2025 Corydon Ave., 
Tuxedo Shopping Centre 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Ph. 453-9219 

Key Insurance Agencies Ltd. 
Watt & Melbourne Ave. 

Winnipeg, Man. 

Ph. 669-0143 

All classes of insurance 

- bonds - Autopac 

Service you can depend upon. 



The Turn of the Year, 1982-83 

• It is the second day of Christmas, 
Boxing Day. Yesterday the family 
gathered for a very enjoyable Christmas 
dinner at my brother's place. Today is 
spent at home with a few books, and a 
run along the ski trails of Assiniboine 
Park. It was not easy to break the pattern 
of spending several days at Christmas at 
family gatherings. Mennonites like to 
gather in clans, and we are no excep
tion, but we found in the past that what 
was relaxing on the first day became a 
tiresome obligation on the second. So, 
at the risk of hurting some of our rela
tives we decided a few years ago to 
restrict the family gathering to one day. 
We now spend the two days breathing 
in as well as out. . 

• Between Christmas and New 
Year's we journey by car to the home of 
friends near Neepawa. They have builta 
comfortable house in the country and 
their children - who until recently 
knew nothing but city life - have ad
justed remarkably well. The talk is filled 
with literature and travel - two of my 
favorite interests. The area is beautiful. I 
think that Neepawa, Morden, and Pine 
Falls, are the three most attractive towns 
in Manitoba. If only they were at least 
sixty miles closer to Winnipeg! 

• It is New Year's eve. In my child
hood and youth this was the time when 
people made confessions in church. We 
always looked forward to the confession 
of one man who painted the most lurid 
picture of his spent youth. What an ex
citing and terrible life he had led. We all 
longed to hear it again, and he never 

disappointed us. Fortunately he had 
changed, though he described his past 
with such drama and emotion that we 
thought we detected a tinge of longing 
in the telling. Or had he just found the 
one way that he could get our attention? 
Now we spend this evening with a few 
friends, enjoying a quiet dinner and 
making our own "confessions" to each 
other. For some of us 1982 was not a 
particularly good year, but I am re
minded of the words of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, which he wrote to his par
ents from prison on his last New Year's 
day: 

Should it be ours to drain the cup 
of grieving even to the dregs of 
pain, atthy command, we will not 
falter, thankfully receiving all that 
is given by thy loving hand. 

• At the turn of the year we also 
spend a delightful afternoon with an ar
chitect friend and his family, dreaming 
about a home that we hope to build in 
1983. We have been told that if you 
haven't suffered enough in life you 
should try to build your own house. We 
are about to test this. Our plan is to 
build a home that will be efficient, com
fortable, well-constructed, and cheap. 
In the meantime we must get our pres
ent house, which has become too large, 
ready for sale. The day that a young 
couple arrives to look at the house our 
hot water tank springs a leak. We take 
them confidently into our basement, 
only to be sprayed with steam. The year 
1982 began with a burst furnace boiler; 
1983 begins with a leaky water heater. 
We laugh only because it hurts too 
much to cry. 

by Roy Vogt 

• Several occasions in the new year 
bring me into contact with businessmen 
from our congregation. Some had a 
good year, some not so good. I respect 
their tenacity and enjoy several good 
conversations . A few of them, though 
not all, have an unusual need to strike 
out at academics in my presence. They 
deplore what they consider to be the 
unrealistic, seemingly naive positions 
which academics often take. I don't 
know why they can't just accept the fact 
that we are all different, and we have 
different roles to play in life. Man lives 
by bread, and by thoughts, and by a 
host of other things, and we should be 
grateful that God has given us unique 
gifts to respond to the various needs of 
man. It is true, of course, that some 
academics are inclined to dismiss busi
nessmen in a similarly hostile fashion. 
They find it difficult to appreciate those 
who are not as reflective as they are. 
They also tend to attribute base mate
rialistic and "monument-building" mo
tives to businessmen, ignoring the 
presence of such motives in their own 
concerns about higher incomes, more 
degrees, and institutional growth. Sure
ly it belongs to the realm of grace to 
accept the unique attributes of those 
who are different from us. There will 
always be room for correction and de
bate but it is hardly fair to insist that 
those whose approach differs from ours 
must first agree with us before we will 
co-operate with them. To a large extent 
we are what we are for God's own good 
reasons . 

• Through several evening visits with 
friends we discover a remarkable thing: 
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some of them are pregnant. We got on 
w ith the busi ness of ch ildren very early 
in our married life, but some of our 
fri ends dec ided to exercise more discre
tion and wait, either with marriage, or 
child ren, or both . Now, when we are 
al ready drea ming about some day be
comin g grandparents, a few of our 
friends are expecting their first child . 
Nothing, of course, changes marriage 
more than a child. Experience tempts us 
to give lots of advice, but we won't. All 
that comes to my mind is a word of 
encouragem ent to them : labour on! 
There are penalties, of course, for being 
so late with these things. One of our 
fri ends, already advanced in years, took 
his young ch i Id to the store and had her 
carry a small garden tool to the check
out clerk . "Are you going to help your 
grandfather in the garden?" , the clerk 
innocently asked his child as he stood 
behind her. 

• Mid-January finds us beginning a 
series of Bible studies in the church on 
the question of justice. Recently a group 
of Catholic bishops decided to question 
the justice of our current economic pol
icies. We want to discover whether the 
church has a responsibility in such 
areas and how spokesmen in the Bible 
dealt with issues of that kind. My office 
at the university is in a Catholic college 
and I have come to appreciate the grow
ing passion for justice and social 
change that one finds in that Christian 
community. 

• During this time I am also review
ing the recently published biographies 
of Tommy Douglas and Stanley 
Knowles. We must admit that these are 
two of the most remarkable politicians 
that this country has produced, no mat
ter what our personal opinion may be 
about their particular political party. 
The Douglas biography is especially in
teresting because of his rich humour. 
He and Knowles attended Brandon Col
lege together, with Douglas starring in 
debating and drama, and Knowles in 
academic achievement. As Douglas 
notes in his inimitable fashion, when it 
came to graduation "Knowles took most 
of the medals. I took some too, but I had 
to give them back." 

• A new disease has hit the campus; 
Polish and Ukrainian jokes have been 
replaced by Mennonite jokes. I over
hear one non-Mennonite student asking 
another, "What is the difference be
tween a turtle and a typical Mennonite 
male?" Answer : "The turtle makes a 
move at least once a week." I wonder 
how they know that? About turtles I , 
mean. mm 
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Barbara Smucker 

Barbara Smucker helps bring 
the church library out of the dark 

by Doris Sawatzky 
Any student will tell you what a library 
is for. In junior high it's the place you get 
exiled to when you have a substitute 
teacher. In high school it's where the 
action is, and where you practice "101 
ways to get kicked out of the library". By 
university you've "seen the light" and 
you know that a good library is one 
where you can get all the information 
you need, in as little time as possible. 
The church library? Well, that's the little 
room in the church basement that's too 
small for a Sunday school room, where 
the minutes to every Church council 
Meeting since 1945 are kept. 

Well, it's time to bring the Church 
library out of the dark! 

That's what our church, Sargent Ave
nue Mennonite, was trying to do several 
years ago when we renovated the base
ment to give the library a bigger and 
brighter spot, and that's what the library 
committee headed by Doris Friesen was 
trying to do on Sunday evening, the 15th 
of November. What they did was bring 
us "cheap entertainment" in an action
packed program. The whole evening 
focused on a person who has become 
very important to children's libraries 
(and the people who've read her books), 
Barbara Claassen Smucker. 

Barbara Classen was born in Kansas 
in 1915. After attending Bethel College, 
she went on to a degree in journalism at 
Kansas State University. She married 
Donavan Smucker in 1939 (a year after 
she had toured Russia, an uncommon 
thing in those years) and together 

they've taught in various places, and 
pastored in three Mennonite Churches. 
Most recently they've lived for 12 years 
in Kitchener-Waterloo where he taught 
at Conrad Grebel College and she 
worked as a children's librarian. 

Presently Dr. Smucker is teaching so
ciology at MBBC and CMBC in Win
nipeg and Mrs. Smucker is writer-in
residence at CMBC, and also teaches a 
course in creative writing. She is in 
great demand in Western Canada as a 
speaker, and does quite a bit of travel
ing. 

Barbara Smucker has written four 
books to date: Henry's Red Sea, about a 
Mennonite family moving to Paraguay, 
Wigwam in the City, which- is out of 
print and unavailable, Underground to 
Canada, about slaves in the United 
States escaping to Canada, and her most 
recent, Days of Terror, about Men
nonites in Russia during the Russian 
Revolution, for which she has won two 
prestigous awards. She is presently 
working on another book about Amish 
children in southern Ontario. 

One of the major reasons I think her 
books have done well is that they are a 
reflection of herself: down-to-earth unas
suming, very honest and very likeable. 

What better way, then, to promote the 
value and use of a library than to ask 
such a person to do it. Mrs. Smucker did 
have help though, as the church youth 
group opened the evening with a dra
matization of a scene from 
Underground to Canada and sang some 

spirituals to set the mood. The look on 
Mrs. Smucker's face was enough to 
know that the performance was appre
ciated. 

For the rest of the evening Barbara 
had the whole audience engu Ifed in sto
ries of her experiences with different 
people, and the stories behind her 
books. Her love for the Mennonite story 
came from spending hours at her grand
parent's house in Kansas and that ele
ment of hope that she learned there she 
puts into all her books. Her gift to us was 
a reading from Days of Terror after 
which she probably could have sold 
each one of us a copy. 

To convince someone that a church 
library is not only an important way for 
the church to supply good Christian 
reading material, but that it also aug
ments what is preached and taught in 
Sunday school, is a difficult thing to do. 
A library has to be experienced, and just 
as a library can be an aid in education it 
can also be an education in itself. A 
library is only as good as the books on 
its shelves, and as Barbara Smucker put 
it, "in a church library you can recom
mend every book. " She recognizes the 
importance of having a church librarian 
who can get excited about books, and 
spread tris to others, so here's another 
way to use the gifts God has supplied us 
with. 

Doris Sawatzky is a member of Sargent 
Avenue Mennonite Church and a first 
year nursing student at Grace Hospital 
in Winnipeg. 
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Books for children that speak to adults too 

by Peter Paetkau 
It was after the lecture by Prof. Molt
mann that I encountered Barbara 
Smucker, currently the writer-in-resi
dence at Canadian Mennonite Bible 
College. A writer of books for children, 
her acceptance has taken a leap since 
the publication of her latest book, Days 
of Terror, which has won for its author 
no less than three prestigious literary 
awards. 

More than a hundred years ago, her 
paternal grandparents left Marienburg 
in West Prussia because of con
scription. Still young and single at the 
time, they were wed in Newton, Kan
sas. Grandfather Cornelius Fritz Claas
sen was interested in business, and 
became associated with Bernhard War
kentin, the importer of Turkey Red 
Wheat to North America. Together they 
founded the Kansas State Bank in 1902. 
Following Warkentin's death Claassen 
became its president, and the bank has 
remained in the Claassen family ever 
since. Today a grandson, Barbara's 
brother, serves as its president. 

Barbara Claassen Smucker was born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius W. Claassen 
at Newton, Kansas on the first day of 
September, 1915. It was here that she 
received her pri mary and secondary ed
ucation. In her youth she did not par
ticularly dream of being a writer, though 
she does appear to have displayed an 
aptitude for writing fairly early. The first 
realization in fifth-grade she recalls 
winning a prize for a story she wrote 
which was published in the local paper. 

During high school she hoped to be
come the editor of the high school pa
per but was permitted only to assist the 
editor: "I had ambitions then, and wa~ 
very much disappointed that I wasn't 
chosen editor." Growing up in Small-
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town, USA, did not promote any lofty 
aspirations, but she did entertain the 
notion that she would like to some day 
own a small publication in a rural com
munity. In fact, the editor of the daily 
paper in Newton, the Evening Kansan, 
who was a woman, permitted her to 
work with it during the summer months. 

The time following graduation from 
high school was a crucial period in Bar
bara's life. On the one hand she had this 
aspiration for a career in journalism. On 
the other side the Claassens wanted 
their daughter to attend Bethel College. 
Not only was it the Mennonite school 
but there was specific concern to sup
port Bethel for it was still fighting for 
survival in the midst of the Depression. 
It was also" a very good school," though 
it did not offer a course in journalism. 

Nevertheless the otherwise inclined 
student was to spend a year (1932 -33) at 
Bethel, whose president was Dr. Ed
mund Kaufman, "a very scholarly man, 
who had collected a good faculty," in
cluding Dr. Abraham Warkentin, "an 
outstanding teacher," and Dr. David 
Reichert, who taught astronomy so well 
that Barbara attempted this course . The 
English instructor was not as inspiring 
and contributed toward the termination 
of her studies at Bethel, followed by 
three years at Kansas State University, 
and graduation with a Bachelor of Sci
ence degree and a teacher's certificate. 

Barbara Smucker has other concerns 
related to her writing activity. After age 
forty she decided to become a librarian, 
and attended the Library School at the 
University of Illinois (1963-65). Follow
ing some years as a high school teacher 
and journalist, she became Children's 
Librarian atthe Kitchener Public Library 
upon the Smucker's move to Canada in 
1969. Although she had not completed 
studies toward a degree in library, she 

qualified on the basis of having already 
written three books for children . 

Barbara Smucker is articulate about 
her involvement in children's literature. 
After the completion of her latest book 
she has beeh visiting schools in Canada 
on behalf of the Children's Book Centre 
in Toronto. The Book Centre compen
sates authors for their trips to the dif
ferent parts of the country and this year 
she visited schools at Altona, Beause
jour, Neepawa, Selkirk and Steinbach. 

Barbara Smucker broke into print in 
1955 with the publication of Henry's 
Red Sea, followed in quick succession 
with Cherokee Run in 1957. These are 
two excellent books for the younger 
reader but also-hold the interest of the 
adult booklover. Wigwam in the City 
(1966), and Underground to Canada 
(1977), do not speak to the Mennonite 
experience, but in Days of Terror (1979), 
the author returns to the Mennonite 
theme and actually deals with some 
quite crucial issues. 

Henry's Red Sea was written when 
the Smuckers were neighbors of Peter 
and Elfrieda Dyck in Chicago where 
Donovan, Barbara's husband, taught at 
the Mennonite Biblical Seminary, and 
Peter was his student. In one of his visits 
with the Smuckers Peter related the sto
ry of his experiences in Europe during 
the last war. It was an excellent story, 
captivating the attention of the Smucker 
children in particular. Using her keen 
imagination, Barbara later wrote this 
book based on notes taken while Peter 
told the story. 

Days of Terror must be considered 
juvenile reader in whose mind a 
series of questions may arise, and 
series of questions ultimately arise, and 
have at least once demanded an "an
swer immediately" when a boy from an 
outlying place in Montana wrote thus: 



"In your book, Days of Terror, on page 
100, when the Neufeld cow died, I find 
it kind of odd that they were eating field 
mice. They could have eaten a cow. I 
wouldn't mind an explanation - an ex
planation at once!" 

One question comes in concerning 
the scene with the Indian suits sent as a 
gift at Christmas by an uncle in 
Nebraska, and the ensuing war dance 
driving out the bandits. It seems just a 
bit fantastic. However the author as
sured me that she came across such a 
story. Somebody from the state of 
Nebraska actually sent such costumes 
to relatives living in Russia, and the fa
ther of the children who received them 
was upset because the garments were 
so war-like, and was not going to permit 
his children to wear them. When the 
children actually put them on they 
really frightened bandits away from the 
house. 
As a writer-in-residence at CMBC Barbara 
Smucker has been meeting regularly with 
students interested in writing. The 
purpose of such a position at small col
lege such as CMBC is to instruct and 

Your child has the opportunity 

encourage rather than to read piles of 
manuscripts. A writers' conference for 
students and other interested people is 
being planned for the end of January at 
which she will be lecturing. Part of her 
duties are to also do some writing. Cur
rently she is in the midst of writing an
other Mennonite story, based on the 
Amish community in Ontario, and in
tends to have it ready for publication 
soon. 

In commenting on the Mennonite 
community in Manitoba, Mrs. Smucker 
noted that although she has had pre
vious contacts with Winnipeg, it is only 
by living here that they are realizing 
"the tremendous things that Men
nonites do here", referring to our exten
sive music culture, the activity in the 
churches, the Centre for Mennonite 
Studies at the University of Winnipeg, 
and the Mennonite Mirror, "an interest-
ing publ ication". The Smucker's experi
ence in the city of Winnipeg is at all 
events very positive, and they are there
fore relishing their stay in the city with 
the largest urban Mennonite population 
in the world. mm 

to learn a second language in the 

ENGLISH 
GERMAN 
BILINGUAL PROGRAM 
in the St. Vital, River East, and 
Fort Garry School Divisions. 

The program has been implemented in the River East School Division in 
1981 at the Princess Marguret School and in the St. Vital School Division In 

1982 at the Hasting Elementary School The Fort Garry School DiviSIon is 
planning to begin the program in the fall of 1983 At the present time. 190 
pupils are enrolled in the program. 
• 50% of each teaching day is in German and 50% in English 
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• Subjects taught in English: arithmetic. science. English language arts. 
• Curriculum is approved by the Dept. of Education. 
• Children are enrolled in Kindergarten or Grade 1 and then advance to 

higher grades. 
• You do not have to understand German in order for your child to enrol and 

succeed in the program. 
• Transportation is provided by the school divisions. 
• Children in the program do as well as. or better than their unilingual peers. 

For more information about the program. contact the Manitoba Parents 
for German Education: 

Fort Garry S.D. Cynthia Tretiak 269-3850 
St. Vital S.D., Tannis Froese 253-4365 
River East S. D.: Revita Dyck 668-5694 
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From REOOUJTION 
to 11 

From among the 16 entries to the Janu
ary Mix-Up, Mr. and Mrs. E. Rempel, of 
Winnipeg, were selected the winner. A cash 
prize is on its way. 

Answers to the January contest were 
reap, tear, drab, slot, and bore. 

Now turn your attention to this month's 
puzzle. 

The letters are to be re-arranged and 
written in the squares to form words. Let
ters which fall into the squares with circles 
are to be arranged to complete the answer 
at the bottom of the puzzle; the drawing to 
the right provides a clue. 

A winner will be drawn from among the 
contest entries and the prize awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror office 
by February 22,1983. 

Name 

Address 

City/Town 

Postal Code 

Send Entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203-818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
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r. ~ manitoba _. nl news 
MCC (Canada) board members have 

been forced to reduce the 1983 budget 
requests by almost $200,000. Total in
come for 1982 was $12,258,000, about 
$100,000 short of the budget. 

Dr. Bill Loewen of Altona was re
cently installed as president of the Man
itoba chapter of the College of Family 
Physicians of Canada. 

Abe and Irene Neufeld, Mennonite 
Brethren mi ssionaries in Austria, re
cently represented the Inter-Mennonite 
Council on Aging at the first World As
sembly on Aging, held in Austria and 
sponsored by the United Nations. The 
Neufelds will be returning to Winnipeg 
in the summer of 1983. 

A Mennonite Writers' Workshop was 
held at CMBC on Saturday, January 29. 
Resource persons included Barbara 
Smucker, writer-in-residence at CMBC, 
Bernie Wiebe editor of The Mennonite, 
Allan Siebert, The Mennonite Reporter, 
Gerhard Ens, Oer Bote, Elisabeth Pe
ters, University of Manitoba, Harry 
Loewen, chair of Mennonite Studies, AI 
Reimer, Editor of the Mennonite Mirror 
George Epp, president CMBC, Laverna 
Klippenstein, writer, Clint Toews, poet. 

The Mennonite Children'S Choir, un
der the direction of Helen Litz,will per
form at the American Choral Directors 
Conference in Tennessee in March 
1983. Choir members will also travel to 
Florida for performances at Dis
neyworld. A special Silver Jubilee LP 
recording has been released and is 
available from choristors or Stereocord 
of Canada. 

Westgate Mennonite Collegiate is 
embarking on a fund raising drive to 
liquidate its debt in 1983, the year of its 
25th anniversary. 

In December 1982 a new Emmanuel 
Gospel Church was dedicated in Lowe 
Farm. 

Canton church service, China . 

A delegation of three MCC (Canada) 
representatives visited China in the fall 
of 1982 in order to explore the pos
sibility of including China in MCC pro
gramming. Delegates were Stephen 
Lee, a pastor in Vancouver, Dr. Paul 
Peters of Steinbach, treasurer of MCC 
(Canada) and John Wieler, overseas ser
vice co-ordinator for MCC (Canada). 
The delegates reported that the church 
in China is "rapidly re-establishing itself 
as a visible institute" ; they also recom
mended that there be continued support 
of MCC efforts in China, including the 
placement of English teachers and other 
exchanges. 

Representatives of several church 
groups, including MCC (Canada) met 
Lloyd Axworthy, minister of employ
ment and immigration, prior to his trip 
to Central America, to present con
cerns regarding refugees from this area. 

A recent study of those Canadians 
who filled Income Tax returns in 1979 
found 88 per cent claimed only the 
standard deduction of $100. Those in 
lower income categories gave a larger 
percentage of their income to charities 
than those in higher income categories. 
The study concluded that charitable 
giving is "a habit learned from parents, 
teachers and religious leaders, and 
those who have not learned the habit 

early seem unlikely to acquire it later, 
no matter what tax incentives may be 
provided." 

A book on the history of Gnadenthal, 
1880-1980, was completed shortly be
fore Christmas, and was dedicated in a 
short ceremony led by Jake Redekopp, 
now a resident of Winnipeg; and Rev. 
A. A. Teichroeb and H. H. Kuhl, both of 
whom came to Gnadenthal in 1924. A 
group of four writers worked with Elisa
beth Peters, University of Manitoba, as 
editor, to complete the book which was 
printed by D. W. Friesen & Sons Ltd. of 
Altona. 

Connie Laverne Braun of Altona re
ceived the St. John's Music Store Schol
arship at the 1982 Brandon University 
annual awards ceremony. She is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Braun 
of Altona. 

John Friesen, CMBC faculty and Bet
ty Dyck of Winnipeg were among the 
speakers at a "local historians" Work
shop held at Elim Bible Institute in De
cember 1982. Sponsors of the event 
were the Mennonite Heritage Centre 
and the Manitoba Mennonite Historical 
Society. 

Heidi Koop, Herta Janzen and 
Helmuth Klassen have developed a 13-
week series of Sunday school lessons 
called "issues related to the church and 
the elderly" which they presented dur-

Your full service home Centre 

• • • 
1126 Henderson Hwy. Phone 668-4470 

Polet Lumber & Supply Ltd. 
Lumber. Hardware. Floor Covering. Drafting and Design 
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ing the fall quarter to adults of the River 
East MB church of Winnipeg. The mate
rials have been worked out so that they 
might be used as a Sunday school elec
tive in other churches. Klassen is a 
member of the executive of the Cana
dian Mennonite Health Assembly and 
the administrator of Donwood Manor in 
Winnipeg; Koop works in counselling 
and nursing administration at Bethania 
Personal Care Home, while Janzen has 
a similar position at Donwood Manor. 

TRIPLE E CANADA is undergoing fur
ther consolidation by moving its Leth
bridge plant to Winkler. The move 
could mean an early call back for some 
laid-off Triple E employees. About 113 
are now employed at the Winkler Plant. 

School kits from North America have 
been gratefully received by school chil
dren in Kampuchea. MCC has shipped 
43 ,000 kits, but another 43,000 are 
needed if each child is to receive one in 
1983. 

Mennonite Cemetery 
For information about a proposed Men
nonite cemetery please call Abe Peters, 
269-4119 (evenings). 

Have you ever 
moved and 
forgotten your 
mirrors? 
To change your address simply cut out 
the mailing label which appears on this 
magazine, and affix it to the space be
low: 

and write in your new address: 

Street ____________________ _ 

Cityffown ______________ _ 

Postal Code _______ _ 

and then send it to our office: 

Mennonite Mirror 
203·818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg R3G ON4 

Monica Wiebe of Springstein, is be
ginning two years of service with Men
nonite Central Committee in Belle 
Glade, Fla. She will be a nutritionist and 
work with Haitian entrants. Before ac
cepting this assignment, she was work
ing as a family studies teacher in 
Kitchener, Ont. She holds a bachelor's 
degree in home economics and food 
and nutrition from the University of 
Manitoba. She also completed a bach
elor's degree in education at the Univer
sity of Toronto. Monica is a member of 
Springstein Mennonite Church. Her 
parents are Jake and Helga Wiebe of 
Springstein. 

Kathy Quiring of Winkler, is begin
ning two years with Mennonite Central 
Committee in Mexico. She will be 
teaching and working with mentally 
handicapped persons. Kathy graduated 
as a licensed practical nurse from As
siniboine Community College in Bran
don. She was working as a nurse in 
Winkler. Kathy's parents are Peter G. 
and Justina Neufeld Quiring of Gretna. 
She is a member of the Old Colony 
Mennonite Church in Winkler. 

MCC Akron, like MCC (Canada), will 
have to hold its 1983 budget to below 
1982 levels unless there is a surge of 
contributions in the first quarter of 
1983. 

Following the January 15 board meet
ing of MCC (Manitoba) in Winnipeg, 
Peter H. Peters stepped down as chair
man after nine years of service in that 
position. Former vice-chairman Leo H. 
Driedger is the new chairman, while 
Ron Rempel of Steinbach is vice-chair
man. Henry Dick of Gretna continues 
as secretary, while Helmut Peters will 
serve as treasurer. At the meeting there 
was considerable discussion regarding 
the support MCC has given to offender 

ministries. This work was upheld in 
principle, and members present also 
committed themselves to consider 
needs of victims of crime. The work of 
Addison Klassen at EI' Dad Ranch was 
upheld; MCC will work at developing 
better relations with the community and 
is considering possible relocation of the 
project. 

Selected to positions on the M an itoba 
Volleyball team for the Canada Winter 
Games to be held in Quebec in late 
February are Sharon Derksen (captain), 
a first-year student at the University of 
Manitoba, and Jocelyn Funk, a Grade 
XII student at Westgate Mennonite Col
legiate . Coach of th e team is Vic 
Loewen. 

Bernie and Betty Klassen of Winkler, 
are serving a two-year term with Men
nonite Central Committee in Akron. He 
will be working at Self Help Crafts as 
maintenance supervisor and she w il l be 
coordinator of the material aid pro
gram. Bernie was self-employed before 
accepting this assignment. He has 
served with Union Gospel Mission . Bet
ty has been president and vice-presi 
dent at the MCC Thrift Shop in Winkler. 
She also sponsored a children's cl ub 
through the Evangel ical M ennon ite 
Mission Church. The Klassens are 
members of the Evangelical Mennonite 
Mission Church in Winkler and have 
two children, Dorian and Myra. 

MVM GRANT GOES 
TO OLD SCHOOL 

A $10,000 grant to the Mennonite 
Village Museum in Steinbach will assist 
the museum with costs relating to the 
acquisition of Blumenhof School. 

The grant will cover costs such as 
travel, research, evaluation and movi ng 
expenses the museum incurred in ac
quiring the school. 

The school (circa 1884) was located 
in the Altona-Gretna area and moved to 
the museum grounds in the fall of 1981 . 
Fortunately the school was altered little 
in the past 98 years and was visited by 
the historical resources branch staff sev
eral times who agreed the building is of 
considerable architectural and histor
ical significance to the Menno nite 
heritage and history in Manitoba. 

mennonite mirror I february 1983 1 15 



Featured in Inside Info December 
1982 news bu Iletin of the University of 
Winnipeg, are a number of athletes and 
coaches from the Mennonite communi
ty. The Lady \Nesmen Volleybaff team, 
ranked first in the country, is led by Ruth 
Klassen , a graduate of MBCI and a 
member of the Canadian Volleyball 
team : Dave Unruh, formerly coach at 
MBCI, the school from which he gradu
ated, coac hes the men 's volleyball 
team, which includes Hans Regier, a 
graduate of MBCI, Paul Reimer, from 
Steinbach and Henry Pauls. Unruh was 
featured in a recent article in the 
Winnipeg Free Press and praised for his 
work with the team, which is a "rebuild
ing" year. Heading the Wesmen basket
ball squad is Bruce Enns, who has 1981 
player-of-the-year Art Koop as a leading 
team member. 

ENGBRECHT FAMILY GATHERING 
We are planning a family gathering at 

the Peace Gardens (Lodge) on July 31. 
Families invited are: Susana, Sara (born 
1865), Katharina (1873), Maria, Helena, 
Peter P. (1867) and Johann. These are 
the children from Peter Engbrecht from 
Steinfeld . More information will be 
available during the year. However, any 
concerns and addresses can be written 
to: George Engbrecht, Box 927, Boisse· 
vain, Mb. ROK OED. 

FOUNDATION MEETS 
The board of directors of the Mennonite 
Foundation of Canada met in Calgary in 
mid-October. For the first time, two 
board members representing the Evan
gelical Mennonite Conference took part 
in the semi-annual board sessions. The 
EMC voted to join the foundation at its 
annual conference last summer. Al
though the formal acceptance of the 
EMC partnersip will take place at the 
Mennonite Foundation annual meeting 
in April , 1983, the Board of Directors 
extended voting privileges to Syd Rei
mer and Henry Friesen who will repre
sent the EMC on the board. 

The EMC becomes the fifth participat
ing conference in the work of the Men
nonite Foundation . It 
is currently managing $2.25 million in 
revocable trusts, endowments, gift an
nuities and other vehicles for the benefit 
of various Mennonite institutions. 

At the October 15 meeting the board 
was informed that the foundation has 
received bequests in the amount of 
$190,152 in 1983. 

The Foundation now has four region· 
al offices in Clearbrook, B.C., Calgary, 
Winnipeg and Kitchener, Ontario, and 
is considering a fifth in Saskatchewan. 
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George Kasdorf 
Res. 668·9222 

Are Your Insurance Costs 
Increasing Yearly? 

We Offer .... 

3. Year $rice Protection 
• Senior Citizen Discount 
• Smoke Detector Discount 
• Replacement Value Contents 

Enquiries Welcome 
• Homeowners • Business • Contractors Equipment 

• Bonding • Tenants • Boats • RRSP 

AUTHORIZED AGENTS FOR 

~Eflian ~ + ~~,~!:IDSS 
Liberty Insurance Agencies (1978) Ltd. 

2211C McPhillips, Winnipeg R2V 3M5 

338-7816 

Liberty Insurance Agencies (1978) Ltd. 

ADD A TOUR TO MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE 
For a little extra, your trip to Mennonite World Conference can Include an Anabaptlstl 
Mennonite tour to the places where historic events happened. See Menno Simons' 
country, castle dungeons, martyr sites, Cave of the Anabaptists, Zurich, Bern, 
Munster, and more. 

Mennonite World Conference, Stresbourg, France, will be held July 24 • 29, 1984. 
Choose a tour befora or after conference. We can make your conference lodging and 
registration arrangements. 

TOUR DATES: 

14,\, July 4-23 
(20 deyl, from N.Y.C.) 

1148, July &-23, with 
Obeqmmerpu 
(18 deyl, from N.Y.C. ) 

Me, July 7-23 
(17 dey .. from N.Y.C.) 

140. July 3C).Auguat 14 with 
Obeqmmerpu 
(16 dIya, from ChIc:8go) 

84E, July 3O-Auguat 14, 
_Y tour, youth 
holt ... (16 deya, from 
N.Y.C.) 

1arM114. July 3O-Augualll, 
Isreel end MIddle Eat 
(13 dIya, from No Y.C.) 

Writ. for Information 

i';!U;1 

LEADERS 

J.n GleYlt .. n 
Leon Stluffer 

Wilmer Mlrtln 
John Ruth 

Arnold Cre .. mln 
Devld HOltetler 

CII Redekop 
Virgil Regehr 

Allee Roth 
Wlllird Roth 

Jln GleYlt .. n 
John Lederlch 
Neoml Lederlch 

1210 Louckl Ave. 
Scottdlle, PA. 15683 
(412) 887-6639 

131 Erb Street W. 
Wlterloo, Ont. N2L lT7 
(519) 886-3570 



(rlln) reviews a review by Harry Loewen 

In Love with City Life: 
the Art of Woldemar Neufeld 

Waterloo Portfolio, a book of 
Woldemar Neufeld's paintings and 
blockprints of Waterloo, Ontario, is the 
sixth book that Sand Hills Books Inc. of 
51. Jacobs, Ontario, has published in the 
past five years. According to one re
viewer, each of these books "presents 
visual images which mingle poetically 
with written text; each shows the pub
lisher's commitment to creativity in sub
ject and design and a high standard of 
production." 

Waterloo Town Hall In Winter. 1976 (Block print) 

It is most appropriate that Waterloo 
County should be the place in which 
these high-quality art books originate, 
almost all of them focusing on Men
nonite subjects and themes. Not only is 
this part of Canada scenically most 
beautiful, but it is also the area to which 
the earliest Mennonite settlers to Cana
da came some two hundred years ago. 
They transformed the Canadian wilder
ness into prosperous farms and well
planned villages and towns, laying the 
basis for a cultural mosaic which today 
is the pride of southern Ontario. More
over, Waterloo County is the only area 
in Canada where all shades of Men
nonites, including those of Swiss-Ger-

.-:: .... ', . :- - ~: 

1984 Mennonite World Conference 
Manitoba Departures 

These education tours will include the opportunity to attend the XI 
Assembly of the Mennonite World Conference in picturesque 
Strasbourg, France - July 24-29, 1984. Tours include transportation 
from Winnipeg, travel to Strasbourg at the beginning or conclusion of 
the tour, accommodations and knowledgeable tour hosts/lecturers. 

1. Church History Tour - "From Rome to Witmarsum". Host: Dr. 
George Epp. 

2. The Church Through the Centuries - July 1-24,1984. Host: Dr. 
Waldemar Janzen. 

3. Conference of Mennonites in Canada Choir Tour of Europe. 
Host: Dr. Helmut Harder and Dr. Bernie Neufeld. 

4. Russia Tour - Following World Conference. Hosts: Dr. Roy Vogt, 
Dr. AI. Reimer, John R. Friesen. 

5. Central Europe Tour - Includes Oberammergau Passion Play. 
Host: Dr. John Bergen - Western Canada Departure. 

6. Russia Tour - Preceding World Conferenc. Hosts: Dr. John 
Friesen and Dr. Abe Dyck. 

7. European Study Tour - Exploring Renaissance and Reformation 
Centre in Europe. Hosts: Dr. Henry Krahn and Ken Reddig. 

8. Special Conference Youth Tour - Details to be announced. 

March Break March 26-April 4 

Yucatan, Cozumel 
Host: Dr. and Mrs. David Riesen 

July 2 to July 23 

Russia Tour: 
Host: William Schroeder (his eighth annual tour) 

March 13th to April 4th 

Portugal - Spain 

Call 
John Schroeder 

Assiniboine Travel Service Ltd. 
Portage at Broadway, 219-818 Portage Ave, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 

775-0271 
1-800-262-8893 (Toll free outside Winnipeg) 
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man and Pruss ian-Russian background, 
live anti work together. 

Woldemar Neufeld, born in 1909 in 
Molotschna Colony, southern Russia, 
came with his mother Eliese and his 
step-father Jacob H. Janzen in 1924 to 
Canada. Unli ke many other Russian 
Mennonites who settled in the Western 
provinces of Canada, the Janzen-Neu
feld family establisned their home in 
Waterloo, Ontario, where Minister Jan
zen became active in church work. 

Young Waldemar was fortunate to 
have Jacob H. Janzen for his step-father. 
Being a published writer and poet him
self, Janzen not only understood his as
piring son but also encouraged him to 
develop his obvious artistic talents as 
much as he could. Correspondence 
courses, the example and encourage
ment of Canadian artists like Homer 
Watson, and formal art studies helped 
Neufeld to find himself as an artist and 
develop his own artistic techniques, 
subjects and themes. 

It is significant to note that unlike the 
Expressionists whom he admired and 
learned from, Neufeld was especially 
attracted to buildings, bridges, ma
chines, and man-made things in gener
al. Whereas European painters in the 
first decades of the twentieth century 
portrayed city-life and "machines" as 
hostile to human values and soul-de
stroying, and the Group of Seven paint
ers dwelt on Canada's northland, Neu
feld seemed to be in love with cities, 
street cars, railway-crossings, and 
smoke-stacks. 

Neufeld's block-prints, water-colors, 
and oils are a celebration of human cul
ture. In his art Neufeld seems to tell us 
that schools, churches, railway stations, 
parks, monuments, insurance build
ings, town and fire halls, flour mills, 
and even breweries are expressions of 
the human spirit and of man's desire to 
create an environment in which human 
beings can live in harmony and peace. 
In Neufeld's paintings the Anabaptist
Mennonites have returned to the cities 
from which their forebears were driven 
four and a half centuries ago. This book 
is thus a monument to Canada's many 
Mennonites who not only make their 
living in the city but also contribute 
their faith and culture to modern city 
life. 

Paul and Hildegard Tiessen, the edi
tors of the book, are to be commended 
for producing a most beautiful book. 
The introduction gives an adequate 
background of Neufeld's life and art. 
The thirteen black-and-white block
prints appear on the pages of the Intro
duction. The forty-two drawings and 

181 mennonite mirror! february 1983 

color plates, almost all in color, appear 
on the right-hand pages with brief de
scriptions of the plates on the left-hand 
pages. The pages are not numbered, 
which is somewhat annoying for one 
who is used to refer to page numbers. 
However, the consecutively numbered 
prints and plates make up for this defi
ciency. 

Paul Gerard Tiessen and Hildegard 
Froese Tiessen (eds.), Waterloo Port
folio - Woldemar Neufeld's Paintings 
and Block-prints of Waterloo, Ontario 
(St. Jacobs, Ontario: Sand Hills Books, 
Inc., 1982), 112 pages. Cloth bound. 
$29.95. 
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Seeking full time or part time posi
tion in Community Outreach 
work with a Winnipeg church. 
Previous experience in research 
on social problems, community 
needs and counselling. Have led 
seminars on church growth, per
sonal growth and youth work. Ref
erences on request. Bruce Tall
man, 614 Avila Avenue, Win
nipeg, R3T 3A4, Ph. 269-7567. 

JIM MCSWEENEY 
"Jim's Place" 

7:00 to 9:30 a.m. 

JIM MCSWEENEY joins you for that first cup of 
coffee with light-hearted conversation ... 
bright, cheerful music ... up-to-the-minute 
News, Weather and Sports information. Paul 
Harvey is a special guest with his News and 
Comment, bringing you International News on 
a personal level. 

Better breakfasts begin with 
Jim McSweeney 
on "Jim's Place"! 

.".." 
960 1260 



A Wilderness Journey 

A review by Ken Reddig 
The past decade has witnessed a large
scale emigration of Mennonites from 
the Soviel Union. Emerging from a 
world which for many years has re
mained suspicious and frightening to 
western eyes, these our brothers and 
sisters, now begin to tell us what they 
have experienced. The story they tell, as 
they gained confidence in their new
found freedom, rivets our attention with 
its sheer magnitude and horror. 

For these Mennonites the past half 
century has not been one of achieve
ment in the world of business, the arts, 
science and education. While Men
nonites of the western world were 
caught up in the surge of technological 
development, they were fighting for sur
vival. Where the church in the west was 
seeking a theological framework that 
would graciously marry Mennonite bib
lical conservatism with "politics" and 
"culture", they were struggling daily 
simply to be able to sing and pray to
gether as fellow believers, under the 
constant threat of political and cultural 
reprisal. 

A Wilderness Journey is not a history 
of the M. B. Church in Russia. Rather, it 
is a primary document of reflections 
and accounts by those individuals who 
suffered through the dissolution, and 
later were intimately involved in the re
emergence of this particular denomina
tion. Spanning the years of 1925-1980 
this excellent translation ·by Victor 
Doerksen is based upon the German 
text which was first published in the 
summer of 1981. That initial publication 
was a remarkable achievement since 
for the first time this story appeared in 
print, and not just in the hushed whis
pers of private homes. 

The first portion of this book is com
prised of numerous first-hand accounts 
of the persecution and destruction of 
M.B. Churches, between 1925 and 
1941. That this was a time not only of 
physical but also spiritual despair is at 
times acknowledged. In one very hon
est account an old man continually 
questions: "Great God, show me 
whether you really exist, or whether my 
faith is in vain. Oh, if only I could over-

come these terrible doubts" (p. 21). 
One quickly senses that for these 

Mennonites the opportunity to worship 
and fellowship together, even in very 
small groups, while scattered across the 
immense northern Soviet Union, was 
what sustained them in their plight. To 
focus on the spiritual life was to escape 
from the hardships of daily life. As one 
individual who was caught up in this 
oppression comments: "We are tired of 
reporting about our material hardships 
because they bring such painful memo
ries. We will only report how the Spirit 
of God found us even in these forests 
and created new life here" (p. 45). 

One of the major crises for the 
church, during the late 1920's and the 
decade of the 1930's, was the eradica
tion of its leadership. Almost all the 
adult males were cruelly taken from 
their families - many never to be seen 
again. In this leadership vacuum it was 
the women who took on the roles of 
teachers of the Word, usually within the 
home. With no printed materials avail
able, memorized scripture and hymns 
became the basis for teaching children. 
While the contribution of the women in 
keeping the faith alive is acknowl
edged, their leadership within the 
church was only interim. In one ac
count it is noted: "The women arranged 
meetings, read the Bible and sang re
ligious songs. But as soon as there were 
young men who were converted and 
baptized, the women turned over the 
meetings, the reading of the World, to 
their sons. Our women knew the place 
of women in the church and observed 
it" (p. 46). 

The last half of the book relates the 
story of the re-birth of the M.B. Church 
in Russia. Beginning in 1956 in Kara
ganda a small group began worshipping 
together in spite of opposition from the 
registered Baptist churches. Maintain
ing a clear identity from the Baptists was 
not always easy for the young church. In 
careful detail the authors note the dif
ferences between the two denomina
tions. They argue that the Baptists are 
"potentially a state church" which, if 
given the chance, would welcome that 
status. They pointedly note that while 
many M.B.'s joined the Baptists during 

the difficult years in order to obtain spir
itual sustenance, "these simple church 
members did not immediately notice 
that the whole gospel was not being 
offered" (p. 73). 

In summarizing the relationship be
tween the Mennonite and Baptist 
groups, the authors note that it is an 
uneasy relationship. Never to be forgot
ten is the fact that while the M.B. 
Church was "hounded, persecuted, and 
destroyed ... the other was tolerated 
by the atheistic government" (p. 73). 

In a concluding chapter the authors 
describe how the M.B. Church func
tions on a day to day basis. Intriguing 
information is given on developments 
such as hand-written, underground 
church periodicals -- some produced 
in only one to four copies. These pub
lications are then passed from family to 
family with no postage or subscription 
rate needed. 

Especially interesting are references 
to the worship life of the churches. In 
the area of music constant reference is 
made to its importance during the more 
difficult years when no M.B. Church 
existed. Repeatedly it is acknowledged 
that it was in part the message and in
spiration of the hymns that did much to 
sustain the flock when it was per
secuted. 

In summary, the importance of this 
document is that it provides us with a 
glimpse of what for most of us still is a 
dark period of Mennonite history. Given 
the structure of the book, it cannot be 
evaluated as one might critically evalu
ate any other historical work. It is a 
primary resource of original first-hand 
reflections, on an era in Mennonite his
tory for which no other form of docu
mentation will ever be available. Hope
fully it is only the first of many 
publications yet to come. Interspersed 
with gripping poetry, written by men 
and women whose creative spirit was 
not dormant even in their darkest hour, 
we can eagerly look forward to more of 
this story emerging, not only in the form 
of narrative history, but also in the form 
of creative literature. Our hope is that in 
years to come the beauty of life, the 
hope of God, against the stark realism of 
the suffering these people endured, will 
be shared with the larger Mennonite 
community. 

Heinrich Woelk and Gerhard Woelk, 
A Wilderness Journey. Translated by 
Victor Doerksen. Fresno: Center for 
Mennonite Brethren Studies, 1982. P. 
169. $70.00. 

Ken Reddig is the archivist of the Cen
tre for Mennonite Brethren Studies in 
Canada. 

mennonite mirror / february 1983 / 19 



r 

~!2nonlte · · r T llrror 

Ayear-Iong 
look in 
The Mirror? 
Your Gift Subscriptions 
may be included on a 
separate sheet. 

Subscribe this week and you 
will receive the Mirror each 
month and see more of the 
magazine that tries to take a 
comprehensive look at what 
Mennonites in Manitoba are 
doing. 

The Mirror is published 10 
times each year from Septem
ber to June. 

The current annual subscrip
tion (10 issues) is 
$8 for one year 
$14 for two years 

Send your cheque or money 
order, together with the cou
pon below to: 

Mennonite Mirror 
203·818 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3GON4 r-------------------

name 

address 

city/town 

postal code 
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Prof. Abram Friesen, University of 
New Brunswick, and formerly of 
Winnipeg, will speak at the Uni
versity of Winnipeg on Three De
cades of German Literature by 

Canadian Mennonites (1930-60), 
at 7:30 p.m., Friday, February 24. 
The lecture is sponsored by the 
chair of Mennonite studies. 

For all your home-sewing needs 
REMNANTS FABRICS 
By the Pound By the Metre 

PATTERNS THREADS ZIPPERS 

NEWFOUNDLAND - GASPE CABOT TRAIL TOUR 
The many highlights of this tour will include travel via the Cabot Trail in Nova 
Scotia followed by the ferry sailing from North Sydney to Argentia, New
foundland. We will visit one of North America's oldest cities, Saint John's. En 
route you will also see Toronto, Montreal, Quebec City and Ottawa, and 
much more. 

2 DEPARTURES: June 9 July 5 
TOUR CT 10 - 26 Days 

YUKON - ALASKA - PACIFIC OCEAN TOUR 
The many highlights of this tour include a 'Circle Tour' of Whitehorse, 
Dawson City, and Fairbanks, travel via the Narrow Gauge Whitepass Yukon 
Railroad, and a 2 night sailing from Skagway to Prince Rupert aboard the 
MV Malaspina, along the breathtaking inside passage and much more. 

8 DEPARTURES: 
June 2 June 16 June 23 July 7 July 14 July 28 
Aug. 4 Aug. 25 
TOUR CT 9 - 20 Days 

MARITIME - NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Highlights of this spectacular Eastern Canadian Tour includes 2 nights in 
Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec City plus Saint John, N.B., and a picturesque 
tour of P.E.1. Also, the breathtaking Cabot Trail on Cape Breton Island, 
Halifax and 2 nights in Niagara Falls. 

7 DEPARTURES: Aug. 5, 26, Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
TOUR CT 11 - 20 Days 



Manitoba Sketches X: 

The 
Felt Boots 
by Rhinehart Friesen 
"If only Bishop Doerksen hadn't worn 
those awful felt boots! I'm sure they 
were out of style even in Menno Simon's 
time. I wanted a different Preacher to 
marry us in the first place. It would have 
been a perfect wedding without those 
boots." It was Maria Friesen speaking to 
Rosie Kurzmansky, one of her close 
non-Mennonite friends, who was help
ing her change from the dark brown 
traditional dress in which she had just 
been married to a more fashionable 
heavy white silk printed with pale green 
Paisley patterns. "Pull my corset lacings 
a little tighter, I can stand it." 

"It's really a beautifully made dress." 
Rosie was referring to the one Maria had 
taken off. 

"I agree it's just as good a silk as this 
one and a lovely pattern with its tiny 
over the shoulder shawl and everything, 
but why do clothes always have to be 
black or brown or grey? I would have 
liked to wear this one at the ceremony 
but no Preacher would have stood for 
that. " 

"Here's your myrtle wreath. I think 
your idea of putting some flowers in it 
makes it look ever so much prettier. I see 
your mother has also made you a tradi
tional beribboned black bonnet to show 
you're a married woman. I bet you 
won't wear it much." 

"No, not even Mother expects me to. 
Maybe sometimes to the yearly Com
munion service to satisfy people like 
Bishop Doerksen. Smooth down my 
hair just a little more if you can. It's such 
a nuisance to have such curly hair es
pecially in a crowd when I get hot. Do I 
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look all right?" 
"You' re the most beautiful bride I've 

ever seen. And lucky in so many other 
ways as well. Not many girls can be 
married in a big nearly finished house 
without any inside walls so it's all one 
area and then come back to your proper 
home for the reception." 

"As you know, that wasn ' t planned. 
Jacob and I intended to get married in 
spring, but just as the bans were about 
to be announced he came down with 
measles and 50 we had to postpone it 
until after the summer and harvest work 
were done. Poor J. L. ; he was so sick and 
so embarrassed." 

"It amuses me that even you some
times ca ll him , 'J.L.' , instead of by his 
proper name." 

"My family already had too many 
"Jacob Friesens' before my Jacob came 
to work in my father's lumberyard and 
board with us two years ago. My father 
sometimes goes by 'Jacob P.' and my 
brother is 'Jake'. But he and my other 
brother, Peter, both have I ittle Jacob 
Friesens and all the diminutives and 
nicknames for 'Jacob' have been used 
up." 

"Sit down and talk a bit longer, Mrs. J. 
L. Friesen." Rosie emphasized Maria's 
new name. "Let your mother and the 

other women make the final prepara
tions for the wedding meal downstairs. 
Today is one day you shouldn 't be ex
pected to do all the work. You 've been 
so busy the past few days with all that 
cooking and baking." 

"Yes, I'm glad that's allover. But it 
makes it easier if you have a cool cellar 
like we have. That way you can cook 
things well in advance and keep them 
fresh . The hams are cooked and several 
pails of Pluimemooss (thick cream fruit 
soup) and I think we used 80 pounds of 
beefto cook Borsch. We knew that J. L. 's 
family, the Aron Friesens from the East 
Reserve would be staying several days 
but we didn't know how many others 
would do the S(ime so we had to be well 
prepared." 

"And all the baking! Is it true that your 
father counted 3000 of the del ightful 
tiny wedding rolls?" 

"He says he did, but I think he's just 
teasing. I must thank you again for the 
jelly roll recipe and helping me make 
all those cookies." 

"Maria", it was Margaretha calling 
from downstairs, "what's taking you so 
long? We're all ready to start eating." 

"Coming, Mother, I'm nearly ready. 
Rosie, will you refasten my corsage? It's 
not quite straight." 

"Celebrating a Vision of Faith" 
25th Anniversary Events 

Thursday, June 23 - Graduation/Anniversary Service 
Friday, June 24 - Variety Program 
Saturday, June 25 - Sports Event, Smorg Banquet, Open House 

When making plans for 1983-84 consider attending Westgate! 
Deadline for applications - March 31 st, 1983 

Westgate Mennonite Collegiate 
86 Westgate, Winnipeg R3C 2E1 Ph. (204) 775-7111 
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"And don't forget your gloves. My but 
you are a stylish lady! 

They went downstairs where M aria 
joined her new husband, their parents, 
and Eltesta (Bishop) Doerksen in his 
black shirt buttoned to the neck, long 
clerical coat, and the Burrshteewel (felt 
boots) to which Maria objected so stren
uously. She glanced approvingly at the 
tall raw-boned man she had just mar
ried. If his nose wasn't quite so big he 
would be downright handsome. Hi s 
corsage, tied with a wide white ribbon 
still showed no sign of wilting. She was 
glad she had persuaded him to wear that 
fashionable white bowtie; she had nev
er seen a bridegroom with one like it. 
She was less pleased with the plain gold 
watchfob which looked like a keyring 
on the chain which secured his watch in 
a pocket to a button-hole of his vest. She 
decided his first Christmas present 
would be a new one with a miniature of 
her wedding portrait on one side and his 
on the other. 

Before sitting down at the tables they 
sang a grace with her father joining in 
enthusiastically with his rather nasal but 
not unpleasant voice. As they seated 
themselves Maria's hip happened to 
brush against Jacob's thigh and she 
again felt the shiver of excitement 
which she had found almost frightening 
when it first happened but which she 
now felt pleasantly thrilling. He was so 
big and strong but gentle. Conversation 
at her table was somewhat restrained by 
the presence of the clergyman . She 
looked around appraisingly at all the 
tables within her field of vision. Every
body seemed to be enjoying the bite
sized Kjastingstweebak(wedding buns). 
She had mixed the dough for them, then 
portions had been distributed to several 
neighbours for bakingyesterday. It grati
fied her to hear the pleased exclama
tions of surprise at the sight of the 
jellyrolls and cookies which were not 
usually to be found at a wedding Faspa: 
She must learn more Canadian cook
ing. 

Something in the conversation 
brought her back to the present. "I don't 
mean just the clothes." It was Eltesta 
Doerksen holding forth. liThe clothes 
are just one sign of the young people's 
rebelliousness. I also realize that in un
important things we sometimes have to 
give in to them. But it is so hard to say 
what is important; one little thing leads 
to another and another until before we 
know it they are no longer true Men
nonites. Tell me, Aron," he turned to 
Maria's father-in-law, "did you give 
them that beautiful buggyhorse to make 
sure they would do the traditional visit-



ing of relatives in the two weeks be
tween the announcement of the bans 
and wedding?" 

"No, I didn't think of that as a trick," 
Aron answered, "I just assumed they 
would do it and with relatives in both 
reserves they would have to do a lot of 
travell ing so they needed a good rig." 

"And a good rig it is," Maria's father 
agreed. "Jess is the kind of horse you 
could only expect from a horse-breeder 
like you, Aron. And Jacob kept them so 
clean that horse and covered buggy 
both shone in the sun. Margaretha and I 
did our little bit by buying them a new 
white Boggedeik (throw}." 

"Margaretha and I," Margaretha in
terjected sarcastically. "I had nothing to 
do with it. When it comes to spending 
money on your horses and buggies you 
men don't need any help." 

"But Marian needed a throw to keep 
the dust off of her new skirts," Jacob 
protested. "And it had to be a new one to 
do justice to the rest of the outfit." 

"I know just how you feel, Mar
garetha." It was Aron's wife, Anna, who 
welcomed a pause in the process of 
eating which was difficult for her be
cause of pain in her gnarled arthritic 
hands. "Have I ever told you about the 
time Aron came home from a shopping 
trip to Winnipeg proud as could be with 
what he thought was a lovely white 
Boggedeik? I made him give it to me 
because it was rally a fine linen damask 
table cloth." 

They all laughed at Aron's expense. 
Eltesta Doerksen had not finished the 
point he wanted to make, however, so 
he returned to seriousness. "Don't you 
think, Jacob, that this whole wedding is 
too worldly and ostentatious? For exam
ple, was it really necessary to send sep
arate invitations to all the guests?" 

Jacob didn't like to appear disrespect
ful of a clergyman so he chose his words 
with care. "Dom Abraham, the old sys
tem of writing just one invitation with a 
list of names to whom it should bedeliv
ered in turn worked well when the invi
tation just had to be passed along the 
two sides of a village street. But when 
you live in Gretna and there are people 
you would like to invite scattered 
through the town plus guests in several 
villages both here and jantsied (the 
other side, that is, the East Reserve) it 
seemed more considerate of our in
tended guests not to ask them to carry 
the invitation around." 

"Well, maybe." The clergyman was 
obviously not convinced . "But how do 
you justify such a feast as you have set 
before us? Who ever heard of jelly rolls 
and cookies at a wedding Faspa? Both of 

Jimmy G. Ricaflaza: Six years old. 
Suffered from asthma. Home little 
protection from the elements. 
Income little more than enough for 
food. 

one dreatn
()Ile \lo~" \i~e 

c\laIlceto a weakness, ill health. He could tell us 

These days, the problems of the 
Third World are never far from 
front page news. Through the media 
and through our government, we 
hear a great deal about poverty and 
hunger. We listen, and we are 
moved- but what do we really know 
about destitution, or what it's like to 
live with it every minute. every day') 

Jimmy could tell us about the reali
ties-and he's only six years old. He 
could tell us how it hurts to be hun
gry, how poor nutrition means 

what it's like to watch poverty take a 
playmate's life-or watch his pa rents 
work to exhaustion merely to sur
vive. And Jimmy cou ld tell us one 
thing more ... his one hope, one 
dream . . . tha t someone would help. 

You could be that someone. Foster 
Parents Plan can show you how 
your monthly contribution ca n help 
a family combat poverty through 
programs of medical care. educa
tion , community development and 
more. By now, Jimmy will have his 
dream- but thousands still hope fo r 
their chance to live. Please, com
plete the couponbe!ow, or call toll
free: \-800-268-7174. 

We at Foster Parents Plan are proud 
of the handling of our funds. 89.5% of 
all contributions goes directly over
seas, with 6.2% used for administra
tion costs, and 4.3% for promotion. 
We are non-profit, non-sectarian and 
non-political, and we are officially 
registered as a Canadian Charitable 
Organization by the Federal Govern
ment (Reg. No. 0249896-09-13). 
Complete financial statements are 
available on request. 

FOSTER PARENTS PLAN OF CANADA 
(An international human development agency) 

153 ST. CLAIR AVENUE WEST, TORONTO, CANADA M4V 1 P8 
I want to be a Foster Parent of a boy 0 girl 0 age __ _ 
country or where the need is greatest 0 
I enclose my first payment of $23 .00 Monthly 0 $69.00 Quarterly 0 
$138.00 Semi-Annually 0 $276.00 Annually 0 
I can't become a Foster Parent right now, however I enclose my contribution of 
$ Please send me more information 0 Tel. No. 
Mr·D Mrs·D MissD __________________ _ 
Address ______________________________________________ _ 

City Provo ___ Code __ _ 
I wish communication with PLAN to be in English 0 French 0 
PLAN operates in Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, EI Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
India, Indonesia , Kenya, Mali, Nicaragua, the Phil ippines, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka. the 
Sudan, Thailand and Upper Volta. Foster Parents Plan of Canada is officially registered 
as a Canadian Charitable Organization by the Federal Government. Contributions are 
tax deductible. MM1 35 2003 -----------------_._ .. _._---_._---------... ----------
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us remember when we ate Kjastings- prised by the back talk from a woman birthday because he didn't smoke and 
tweebak washed down with artificial but he pressed on. "I hope, young Jac- this February when Abraham turned 24 
coffee without even sugar lumps to ob, you realize what a lucky man you he got the same, and the same offer 
sweeten our mouths. I'm sure those are to get a horse like Jess, and I won't stands for all my younger sons. Unfor
marriages were just as good as any we even quarrel with a Boggedeik, but all a tunately, since Jacob left home he has 
have now." young couple reylly needs is the cus- started smoking anyway." 

Jacob didn't know how to reply but tomary cow and a hope chest with a J.L., who like Maria had respectfu ll y 
Margaretha didn't like the implied crit- quilt, sheets, pillows and pillow-cases, kept silence so far, couldn't resist the 
icism of something that was obviously and a maternity dress." chance to get back at his father. "I 
women's affairs so she dared to say, "When we were mouse-poor it was thought it was more important that I did 
"Maria and I just wanted to make some- easier for us to deny our children." as my father did rather than as he said I 
thing a little special on this occasion. If Aron, who was himself the son of a should," a reference to Aron's heavy 
jelly roll offends anybody they can stick preacher, tried the role of peacemaker. habit. 
to the buns. " "I sometimes make my gifts conditional During the second setting, for the 

'And I also hear stories about all kinds on good behaviour. My Jacob got his children and the girls who had served as 
of costl,!:: gifts." Oom Abraham was sur- coonskin coat and a fiddle on his 24th waitresses, the guests wandered around 
_-----------------------------, ins ide a nd outs i de the large bu t 

Woodland Supply & Mfg. Co. 

G.Bock 

861 McLeod Avenue, 
Winnipeg 

Telephone 668-0079 w. Regehr 

Experts in millwork, stairwork, cabinets, 
and finishing supplies. 
Suppliers of hardwood, door casings, 
mouldings, and hardware. 

crowded house recongratulating the 
young couple, making small talk, get
ting caught up on the usual family gos
sip about who might be getting married 
next or who might be pregnant, and, of 
course, admiring the latest baby, Peter 
and Hattie's little Anna. Occasionally 
somebody, usually one of the older 
men, gave J.L. some slightly suggestive 
advice or told him not to get impatient 
because nobody would begoing home 
for a while yet. This made the girls near
by blush whi le those further away 
wished they had been able to hear what 
made the men laugh so uproariously. 

~--~----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---~ Ma~are~a and Anna, ~e si~e~ 

Officially Speaking 
V AMAHA PIANO 

Canada's Royal Winnipeg Ballet 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra 

Royal Conservatory Music Examination 
Manitoba Theatre Centre 

"Choice of Professionals" .; 
W 

YAMAHA 

Suppl ied by: 

1330 Portage Avenue 
786-2461 
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who had so closely shared the hard
ships of the first few years in Manitoba, 
washed dishes in the summer kitchen. 
"Will Maria be leaving right away like 
young couples so often do nowadays? 
You will miss her. She is small but a very 
efficient worker." 

"No/' Margaretha replied . "They are 
going to continue living with us for a 
while." 

"Even when the new house, where 
we had the service, is finished?" 

"Yes, they will be moving into it with 
us. Jacob and the boys have it all 
planned well into the future. Peter and 
Hattie are waiting impatiently for this 
house as soon as we move out. Little 
Anna is their eighth child and the wh ite 
house we built for them next to the lum
beryard when they got married is much 
too small for them . Then they intend to 
move the white house beside the new 
one so that Maria and her Jacob will be 
right next to us. That will be handy for 
all of us including Helena who is 13 but 
wants to keep on going to school. And 
looking even further into the future, 
when Helena leaves us and Maria's fam
ily gets too large for the small white 
house they can move into the big new 
one leaving the little one for Jacob and 
me. That way we'll be close enough for 



Maria to look after us when we get old ." 
"Do I sense a little sadness in your 

words? I suppose we can't help feeling 
old when our children get married." 

In the meantime some of the guests 
were saying their goodbyes. Wedding 
or no wedding, cows had to be milked, 
stock had to be fed, and other evening 
chores attended to. Some, who lived 
relatively nearby, would return for the 
continuing festivities. As soon as the 
tables were cleared someone organized 
a dignified singsong. A Faasenja (song 
leader) recited several lines of a hymn, 
the audience joined in singing them, 
then he recited the next few and so on 
until the long hymn was finished. Vari
ous friends presented their good wishes 
for the young couple's future. Some
times these were recitations of a hymn 
or poem, some especially composed for 
the occasion. Before long Eltesta 
Doerksen felt compelled to start another 
speech as if the long sermon of the after
noon had not given him sufficient 
scope. The young people became in
creasingly restless. There were whis
pered conferences here and there. 
Some of them slipped away. The older 
ones pretended not to notice. Maria's 
father sidled up to J.L. as if taking part in 

YOUR PERSONAL 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR 

Art Kroeker 

Let me show you how to put to
gether a comprehensive personal 
plan that will help you: 

• Keep up with inflation 
• Control the tax bite 
• Build up your capital 
• Meet your investment goals 

204 Grant Park Plaza 
Bus: 284-0570 
Res: 269-7467 

( ~/J(/JtOlA~ 
PROFIT FROM OUR EXPERIENCE 

some kind of conspiracy and said in a 
low voice, "1 put some drinks in the new 
cellar but be sure nobody breaks a leg 
getting them as there are still no stairs 
built." 

The bridal couple also found a place 
for a few words in private. "1 hope Gom 
Abraham will not be too upset that we 
don't stay to listen to him all evening," 
Jacob said. 

"If his nose is out of joint, let it. We 
didn't want him in the first place. It's our 
wedding and we're entitled to have a bit 
of fun which is impossible with him 
around." Maria didn't share his qualms 
or at least refused to admit them. 

"It's starting to rain." 
"That's good! That makes it less likely 

that any of them will come looking for 
us in the new house. Is it heavy enough 
to have to wear raincoats? Let's take an 
umbrella instead; I would like to show 
off my new seal hat and muff and es
pecially my short coonskin coat with its 
tightly fitted waist. Don't you like me to 
show off my small waist? But maybe I 
should change my shoes. These French 
heels make them look nice but they're 
killing me." Maria paused for breath but 
didn't expect answers to any of her 
questions. "Are you uncomfortable in 
your English-style bowtie? I wouldn't 
mind if you changed to the huckaback 
embroidered one I gave you for an en
gagement present." 

"I'm very proud of that one and like it 
very much but think I'll keep this one 
on." Jacob tried to put his arm around 
the small waist she was so vain about 
but she slipped away. 

"Not now, Jacob. We have to get back 
to our guests. I hope we have some 
good musicians." 

"Don' t worry. My brother, Aron, has 
already taken my fiddle over. He has 
become quite skillful and I can take my 
turn if I have to, although I don't want to 
fiddle all evening at my own wedding 
and leave you to all those wolves." 

As they sl ipped out of the door quietly 
she turned to him again her brown eyes 
dark and unusually serious. "But re
member how I feel about drinking, Jac
ob. I know the Mennonites have always 
had their beer and my father insists on 
his appetizer before meals; but I hope 
nobody spoils the fun by getting drunk 
tonight, and most of alii want to be able 
to stay proud of you." 

In their eagerness to reach the large 
unfinished new house they almost ran 
the short distance from her old home 
redolent with its air of Burrsteewel and 
dark dresses and beribboned bonnets 
that women wore only after marriage. 
mm 
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ALWAYS DELIGHTED 
We would like very much to continue 

our subscription to the Mennonite Mir
ror. We are always delighted when it 
arrives and read it with great interest. 
We appreciate the honest, straight for
ward reporting as well as the humor in 
your paper ..... keep it up! 
Agnes Peters, 
Saskatoon 
MIA BRINGS MEMORIES 
May I tell you how much I am enjoying 
the story of Mia, and what a remarkable 
job Mary Enns has done in her rendition 
of it? 

The first time I read the story, my 
memory bells rang again. People men
tioned in the book were familiar. Agatha 
Dyck Warkentin, Bernhard Fast, David 
Reimer, three of C. A. DeFehr's sons all 
attended the MCI in the twenties. 

Then one evening Mia Reimer came 
to tell her story of fl ight across the Amur 
River and finally to safety in the U.S.A. 
The Kuban which was merely a place 
name to me in those days, has become a 
definite geographical area, thanks to 

BETHLEHEM '83 
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$422.25 Return 
(based on present tariff in effect) 

Schedule: Leave: August 1 
Return: August 7 

6 DAY OPTIONAL BUS TOUR 
Itinerary: (approximately)-
Lv. Bethlehem (noon) Aug. 7. 
Sightsee: Amish Country, Get
tysburg, Capital Hill, White House, 
Atlantic City. 
Return to Philadelphia Aug. 13 
(noon) - return home by air. 
Bus tour open to anyone attending 
conference - advance registration 
only. 

More Details At: 

MENNO TRAVEL SERVICE 
851 Henderson Hwy. 
Winnipeg R2K 2L4 

334-4347 
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the maps in the books, with a definite 
history of migration of Mennonite 
Brethren people to the Kuban, and later 
the Templers (one a great-great uncle of 
mine) some "church" Mennonites, Ad
ventists and others. 

I reread the story again for the so
ciological features of the Kuban settle
ment, the industries and the industry, 
the cultural milieu, the lifestyles, the 
rapid acquisition of wealth, and finally 
the sad breakdown of the settlement 
during the revolution. 

What ties the story together is the very 
remarkable, courageous, progressive 
and totally committed Christian charac
ter of Mia. 

In translating, it is never easy to find 
the right words to render the fine 
nuances of meaning into an other lan
guage. Mary's vocabulary is excellent 
and she has done a superb job. 

I think you have a best seller on your 
hands! We can be thankful to the A. A. 
DeFehr Trust for commissioning this 
book, to the Mennonite Mirror for pub
lishing it, and last, but really first, to 
Mary Enns for doing such a creative job. 
Will you please convey my apprecia
tion to her? Thank you. 
Sincerely, 
Helen Janzen 
Winnipeg 
SENSITIVE COVERAGE 
We enjoy your magazine very much, 
and also appreciate coverage on some 
of the more sensitive "Mennonite" issu
es; and different perspectives on these 
situations. An example that comes to 
mind is the dismissal of Mr. Peter Peters 
as principal of MBCI. I feel that sticking 
our heads in the sand, ignoring these 
situations, or refusing to take a stand on 
them will not help us to solve our dif
ferences, nor to bring justice where it is 
due. 

Wi II and Karen Peters 
Randolph, Man. 

AN ALLE RENTNER 
Wir freuen uns, den Mennonite 
Mirror weiterhin kostenlos an AI
tersrentner schicken zu konnen. 
Einige unter ihnen helfen uns 
dabei, indem sie uns Caben zu
schicken, fur die wir von der 
Steuer absetzbare Quittungen 
ausstellen. Solche Caben sind uns 
wegen der hohen Portogebuhren 
besonders wertvoll und wir sind 
dafUr dankbar. Aber wir mochten 
unseren Rentnern versichern, 
dass sie keine Abonnemente zu 
bezahlen haben um den MM 
regelmassig zu erhalten. 

Leserbrief 
Beiliegend finded Sie einem Betrag 

von $10 als ruckstandige Zahlung fOr das 
Abonnement der Zeitschrift fUr 1982. 
Die $2.00 extra sind die selbstaufer
legte Strafe fUr den Ruckstand. Bitte um 
Entschuldigung, dass ich die recht
zeitige Zahlung verpasst habe. Uns, 
meiner Frau und mir, ist der Mirror eine 
vielgeschatzte Informationsquelle uber 
das Kulturelle Ceschehen der Men
nonitischen Cemeinschaft in Winnipeg 
u. Manitoba. Wir glauben, dass die Re
daktion u. Mitarbeiter dieser Zeitschrift 
eine ausgezeichnete Arbeit leisten und 
wunschen fur die Zukunft Erfolg und 
guten Mut in ihren aufopfernden Be
strebungen. 
Heinrich Klassen, 
Winnipeg 

Kopfzerbrechen 

Habe aus Russland von meinen Ver
wandten dieses Ratsel geschickt 
bekommen. Da in Ihrem Heft etwas 
zum Raten ist, schicke ich es Ihnen 
zu ... 
Elizabeth Dyck, 
Winnipeg. 

Jede Figur bedeutet eine Ziffer (num
ber). Welche Ziffern sind an Stelle der 
Figuren einzusetzen? 

I 
Wer Knackt die Nuss? 
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Jede Figur bedeutet eine Ziffer. Selbst· 
verstandlich sind gleiche Figuren auch 
gleiche Ziffem. Welche Ziffem sind an 
Stelle der Figuren einzusetzen? 

II 
Zum Kopfzerbrechen 
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Jede Figur bedeutet eine Ziffer. Selbst· 
verstandlich sind gleiche Figuren auch 
gleiche Ziffem. Welche Ziffem sind an 
Stelle der Figuren einzusetzen? 



Wir freuen uns, hiermit ein Marchen von einer Cans, die alles andere als drumm 
ist drucken zu k6nnen. Marchen sind ja die Kindergeschichten, die gamicht 
ki~disch sind, und deren Wahrheiten unsere Einbildungskraft herausfordem -
was uns dann aile zu Kindem macht. 

Mira 
Ein Marchen von Hedi Knoop 

Sie spielten zusammen am Strand, 
dort wo die Wogen mit grossem Getose 
ans Ufer rollen, Schaum auf den Kam
men: der Prinz, die Prinzessin und 
Mira, die Gans. Man nannte sie Dril
linge; denn aile drei waren an einem 
Tag zur Welt gekommen: der Prinz, die 
Prinzessin und Mira, die Gans. 

Sie spielten am Strand, sie warfen 
Walle auf und versteckten sich hinter 
ihnen vor den heranrollenden Wogen. 
Einmal warf der Prinz die Puppe Koja 
hinaus ins Meer, damit sie schwimmen 
Ierne. Aber die Prinzessin weinte laut, 
und ehe der nachste Brecher die Puppe 
erfassen konnte, war Mira ihr nach
geschwommen und brachte sie der 
Prinzessin im Schnabel zuruck. 

Dann aber warteten sie zu dritt auf 
die grosse messingbeschlagene Truhe, 
die an den Strand spulen wurde, voll 
von Geheimnissen. Sie, glaubten 
schon, sie in der Ferne zu sehen, hoch 
auf den Kammen tanzend. Aber sie kam 
nicht. 

Was wohl darin sein wurde, wenn sie 
kame, fragte der Prinz. 

Eine Madonna, sagte die Prinzessin . 
Was eine Madonna sei , fragte der 

Prinz. 
Eine wunderschone Fee mit wunder

schonen Perlen um einen wunder
schonen Hals, sagte die Prinzessin . 

Und ob sie eine goldene Krone trage 
und ob sie schwimmen konne wie ein 
Delph in, fragte Mira. 

Und die Prinzessin sagte ja. 
Nein, sagte der Prinz, es wird ein 

pferd drin sein, ein Reitpferd mit gold
enem Sattel. 

Und wird es eine Krone tragen, fragte 
Mira, und wird es schwimmen konnen 
wie ein Delphin? 

Moglicherweise, sagte der Prinz. 
Aber dann kam der Koch aus der Pa-

lastkuche und ergriff Mira, um sie zu 
schlachten. 

Mira schrie in Todesangst, und die 
Kinder schlugen auf den Koch ein mit 
ihren kleinen Fausten und zerrten an 
Jeiner grossen weissen Schurze. Aber er 
sagte, der Konig habe as befohlen; es 
sei hoher Besuch gekommen und auf 
dem Markt sei keine Gans zu kaufen 
gewesen. Und Mira wurde geschlach
tet. 

Nun brachte niemand die Puppe Koja 
zuruck, als sie schwimmen lernen 5011-

te , und so konnte der Brecher sie 
ergreifen und verschlingen. Und am 
Strand war niemand mehr als der Prinz 
und die Prinzessin . Er war ansonsten 
leer. 

Doch eines Tages rief die Prinzessin : 
Dort auf den Wogen tanzt die Truhe, 
sieh nur, sieh nur! 

Und was wird darin sein, fragte der 
Prinz. 

Mira wird darin sein, sagte die Prin
zessin . Und sie w ird eine goldene 
Krone tragen und sie wird schwimmen 
wie ein blutenweisser Schwan. Und die 
Kinder fassten sich bei den Handen und 
tanzten und sangen. . 

Und Mira wird befehlen, den Koch 
ins Meer zu werfen , sagte die Prin
zessin. Und sie wird aile, die ihr Fleisch 
gegessen haben , ins Meer werfen 
lassen , auch den Konig und die 
Konigin. - Und sie fassten sich bei den 
Handen und tanzten . 

Aber der alte Hofrat hatte die Prin
zessin gehort und trug ihre Worte dem 
Konig zu . - Die Dirne verdirbt den 
Thronfolger, sprach der Konig streng, 
man werfe sie in den Turm und stelle sie 
vor Gericht. 

Und das Gericht verurteilte die Prin
zessin wegen Aufhetzens des Thron
folgers zum Tode. 

Der Prinz aber wurde Konig und 

musste sein Volk regieren . Nach an
strengendem Tag legte er sich ins Bett 
und horte des Nachts das Getose der 
Wogen; und das Getose der Wogen er
Wllte sein Schlafgemach und ubertonte 
aile anderen Laute. Am Morgen aber, 
wenn die Dienerschaft eintrat, setzte er 
die Krone auf und regierte sein Volk und 
ging nicht an den Strand, um zu sehen, 
ob womoglich die Truhe gekommen 
sei . 

Jedoch als er zum Sterben kam, be
fahl er der Dienerschaft, ihn in seinem 
Bett hinau szutragen an den Strand . 
Dort lag er nun mit weissem Haar und 
fahlem Gesicht, die mageren Hande 
uber der Brust gefaltet. Drei Tage und 
drei Nachte wartete er, dann sah er sie 
heranrollen, die Truhe. Sie tanzte heran 
auf den Wellen , naher und naher, bis an 
die Kante seines Bettes. Er hob den Kopf 
und beugte sich uber den messi':l.gbe
schlagenen Deckel und flusterte: Offne 
dich. 

Langsam, mit Achzen und Knarren 
hob sich der Deckel, und auf dem 
Boden der Truhe standen jung und 
frisch und mit Lacheln auf dem Gesicht 
die kleine Prinzessin und Mira, die 
Gans. 

Mit kindlichem Eifer erfassten sie den 
muden alten Mann und hoben ihn zu 
sich herein. Dann stiessen sie vom Ufer 
ab, der Prinz, die Prinzessin und Mira, 
die Gans, und die Truhe trug sie hinweg 
auf wogenden Kammen, hinaus aufs 
weite Meer bis hinter den Horizont, 
dorthin, von wo sie gekommen war. mm 
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by Wilhelm Busch 
Translated fro m the German by Jack Thiessen 

Enn nu ha' see utjefiestad 
Fom Kopp bat Tee foil Deajch jetjliestad. d. 

/--=' / ('4 
Enn nu kjemmt dee Meista Batja 
Enn bemoatjt dee Zockaletja. 

Eent, twee, dree, hee rollt ahn goot 
Enn moakt ut ahn twee Klompes Broot. 

Enn dem Owe jlajcht 'et noch 
Ruff!! doamett emm Oweloch ! 

28 1 mennonite mirror / february 1983 

Ruff!! - maun tratjt see ut dem Gloot 
Wiels nu sennt see brun enn goot. -

- --I I 

---=:..2 .C \ I 
Jieda jleewt, daut ess jescheit 
Dee Kjlienasch enn'e Ewijchtjeit. 

Oba doch de Junges biete 
Derjch dee Kjarscht, enn seajch 'et Wiete; 

Meista Batja, nu bload hee: 
"0, Harre Gomms! Doa ranne see!!" 

Ditt wea dee sasta Schowanack, 
Den latzten hal wie ut'em Sack. 



Enn dee scheene Oostatied 
Wann dee from me Batjalied 
Vale seete Kuake moake 
Zockasaund enn Honigkuake, 
Max enn Moritz, nu fesate 
Scetijchtjeite jearn ate. 

Sasta SChOU7ilnack 

- -::> -
~ 

Nu dee Batja jeit noh bute 
Uck nich fejate tooteschlute. 

,I J 

Wann hiea eena fleicht well stahle 
Derjch'em Schorstein mott sich kjwale. 

Doa sitt eena disse Pracht 
Ditj foil Roum, schwoat aus dee Nacht. •. 

::...--' ----"...--
Puff! doa sennt noh disse Schoos 
Beide Junges enn'e 0005. 

Max und Moritz 

Doa, nu sennt see awadal, 
Fon Kopp bat Tee gaunz witt fon Mehl. 

Enn uck foats mett fal Vejneaje 
Sage see woo Pretzel leaje. 

Knacks!! wea haud woll daut jedocht? 

Nu lidje see emm Deajch emm Troch. 
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FOREIGN OWNERSHIP OF FARMLAND 
NO PROBLEM AT $32.60 AN ACRE 
In the context of provincial legislation designed to limit 
"foreign" ownership of farmland, the advertisements in re
cent editions of Maclean's and Time magazines are too good 
to be true. The government of Bolivia wants foreigners to 
buy "160 acres, Virgin Fertile Land, $5,900." That works out 
to $36.60 an acre, "cheap" land by any standards. 

In times when governments tend to be jealous about land 
and other things related to the "national interest" I read the 
advertisement through to try to find out why Bolivia would 
be so willing to sell "the world's last unexploited lands" to 
outside buyers. 

The come-on is all there: fertile land, low prices, 10 per 
cent downpayment, easy monthly terms, option to choose a 
new site within a year if the first doesn't please the eye, and 
claims of unusual fertility. 

The selling of land by any national government would 
not be worth a comment in the Mirror except for the fact that 
there are Mennonites living in Bolivia and because the 
copy-writer mentions their presence. Indeed, Mennonites 
are held up implicitly as model farmers in the statement: 
"Mennonite farmers have pioneered this fertile area and 
have helped to establish cash markets for a wide variety of 
products." A phrase like this is designed to reassure wary 
prospective purchasers; after all, those who appreciate in
dustrious Mennonites in North America are likely to be 
impressed by their achievements in another country. (Also 
implied is the idea that all Mennonites are alike.) 

The copy goes on to observe: "Bolivia's progressive gov
ernment has set important policies to accommodate the 
new foreign landowner. Special provisions guarantee each 
purchaser the same rights and privileges as native born 
citizens. These affirmative policies create a no-hassle busi
ness environment that encourages free enterprise." 

The red flag should be flying in the reader's mind, along 
with the clang of warning bells, at the phrase "special 
provisions guarantee each purchaser the same rights and 
privileges as native born citizens." That is a little too gener
ous to accept at face value. Bolivian citizens should be 
upset by this, because one of the accepted principles of 
government is that it protect the interests of its citizens over 

[w] BLOCK BROS. 
NATIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICE 

Victor Kliever 
Bus. 339-1911 Res. 668-2970 

Call me for your Real Estate Needs 
Wir bedienen auch in Platt and Hochdeutsch 

1382 Henderson Hwy. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R2G 1M8 
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the interests of "foreigners." Potential buyers should be 
asking the question, what end is the Bolivian government 
trying to achieve by being so generous to foreign buyers? 

A related issue is the way the Bolivian government treats 
its citizens. Bolivia has not been known as an "open" so
ciety in the way that we experience it in North America. 
Accordingly to be treated as a native-born citizen of Bolivia, 
as a purchaser of its land, may result in more than you 
bargained for when you try to exercise your "rights" as you 
do here. 

The ability of the copy-writer to strike the right notes are 
evident in the rest of the quoted sentences: "affirmative 
policies," an adaptation of the American "affirmative ac
tion," and of course, "free enterprise." Words to soothe the 
wary. 

It costs nothing to send in the coupon for further infor
mation, but the prospective buyer should do a lot of inves
tigation before laying any money on the table. The first 
question is why does the Bolivian government want to sell 
its prime land to foreigners and at such low prices? There 
may be reasons that are in the "national interest" and that 
make excellent economic sense, but they aren't stated in the 
ad copy. The second thing the prospective buyer should do 
before buying is to go and look at the land to find out if it 
really is as fertile as the advertisement suggests. Third, 
prospective buyers wi II need to answer the question of 
whether they want to be treated in the same way that Boli
vian citizens are. This is raised not to imply that Bolivia 
violates human rights, but to make the point that the opera
tion and role of government differs from country to country. 
The promise of a "no-hassle" business environment does 
not diminish the "culture-shock" any businessman endures 
when he expands his operations to a foreign country. 

In spite of the questions I have raised, the idea of buying 
cheap land in a far country and then to move there to "begin 
again" as a kind of modern pioneer, does have its appeal. 
We could easily afford a whole section, but not the Versatile 
tractor to work it. Ed U - nrau 

Escorted Coach Holidays 
John Fehr 

1110 Henderson Hwy. President 
Winnipeg, Man. R2G 1L1 Phone (204) 338-9389 

Fehr-Way is the Fun-Way 



JOHN FEHR INSURANCE 
1110 Henderson Highway 
Phone: 338·7811 

HOMEOWNERS PACKAGE 

COMMERCIAL • FIRE • LIFE 

AUTHORIZED ~ AGENT 

Courteous Professional Service 

- Call us for a Quotation for all your Insurance needs -

~.~ 
WINNIPEG WELDING SUPPLIES LTD. 

45 ARCHIBALD STREET, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 
R2J OV7 

PETER W. DOERKSEN Business 233·3434 
Residence 269·3877 

Bergen's Photo Studio 
Family Groups, Weddings, Children's Portraits 

COLOR WEDDING ALBUMS OUR SPECIALTY 
Reproduction of your old B & W photos 

Reasonable Rates - By appointment only 

PHONE TILL 9 P.M . - 775-2858 

719 Goulding St. Winnipeg Man. R3G 2S5 

'i1t4,aalelte '4 ''''iiB' ~ 
Se~9 S~fte 
1419A Henderson Hwy. in the Boardwalk Mall 339·2023 
Sewing Mach ine Sales and Service 6i1 · Zwicky Thread 
=~::J[ •• J • ca l.iC.oS • Knitting Yarns 

. • QUilting Supplies 
_ I • F<lshlon Fabrics 

... • Classes in : Quilting , 
Tailoring & Bishop Sewing Method 

Farm and Commercial Property 

PAUL KLASSEN 
Broker 

P.O. Box 478 19 Main Street 
Carman, Manitoba ROG OJO 

Member of Winnipeg Real Estate Board 

William Martens 
Barrister and Solicitor 

New Address: 
137 Scott Street 

(Stradbrooke and Scott, 1 Block east of 
Osborne) 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Telephone R3L OK9 
475-9420 

Garth P. Reimer 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CAMPBELL, MAXWELL, KOZMINSKI, 
JACKIEW & REIMER 

400-208 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1 R7 

Telephone 942·3311 Residence 475-5655 

Winnipeg Building & 
Decorating (1968) Ltd. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS ====== 

• A COMPLETE REMODELLING SERVICE • 

DONALD T. MacANGUS - HENRY THIESSEN 

56 Ellen St., Winnipeg, Man. - 942-6121 

G. K. BRAUN INSURANCE SERVICES LTD. 

G3 
LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

INCLUDING [(e,~~~)) 

For service. phone or come to : 

171 Donald St., Rm. 301 
Winnipeg , Man . R3C 1M4 
Phone : 942-6171 

Box 130, 
Rosenort . Man. ROG 1WO 

Phone 1· 746·8411 

~ ~ Fello\vsh ip Rookeente.-
BOOKS, RECORDS, BIBLES, 

GIFTS AND CARDS 

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY ! 

1477 PEMBINA HWY., WINNIPEG (204) 453·4919 

3111 PORTAGE AVE., WINNIPEG (204) 885-7085 

mennonite mirror I february 1983 1 31 



Hours. Minutes. · ...... I"ftlrt.l 
How you wis you ,"V1U1IU rni ..... _ ''":: 

your schedules and deadlines out the \Al111"l~~\1I.1 

But you can't. Not if you want 
But you can take the pressure 

~;"-"'c""'o:;:';;m~es to shipping goods - by c ling Reimer Express. 
Because a modern dty liner loses no time in reaching 
your loading dock .•. your cargo is transferred 
smoothly to a highw~ unit ... and is on its way with 
two drivers *altemating at the wheel. 
Isn't it time you started consigning all your shipments 
betwee the St. Lawrence and the Pacific to Reimer 
Express? 

*on longer runs 

We've got what it takes 
to take what you've got 


