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Health workers in Zaire want to 
travel to schools in isolated areas to 
treat children with worms, malaria an(j 
other problems. They need bikes to 
speed them on their rounds. $100 
buys one bike. 

In mountainous Mombin Crochu, 
Haiti, many do not know the right 
foods to eat nor things to do to 
prevent illness. MCCers train Haitians 
to teach community health. $8 trains 
one health worker. 

Nurses in Northeast Brazil need 
medicines and syringes. $10 will give 
rural children a shot in the arm. 

In Indonesia TB patients lie sick at 
home, because they are too poor to 
pay fees for the several weeks of 
hospital care they need. $35 buys 
medicines and hospital care for one 
patient for one week. 

In Swaziland MCC assists a school 
for the physically handicapped and 
mentally retarded. The school needs 
screens to keep out malaria-carrying 
mosquitos; each patient needs a 
blanket. Give $5 for screening or a blanket. 

At an infant welfare center in the 
heart of Jerusalem's Old City, workers 
help pregnant women and new 
mothers. $25 helps the center give a 
baby a healthy start. 

Haitian refugees keep coming to al
ready overcrowded shelters in Miami. 
$3 will buy rice and beans or medi
cines for a refugee. 

and you visited me: 
Anything you did for one of my brothers here, 
however humble, you did for me. (Matt. 25:40) 

In the coming holiday season remember the sick in 
many lands, who need a visitor to bring medicines, 
information and a loving presence. Your gift to an MCC 
holiday health project can bring healing to a sick person. 

MCC invites families , Sunday schools and churches to 
choose one of the above projects for holiday giving. Send 
gifts through conference offices or direGtly to MCC. Be sure 
to specify clearly for which project your gift is designated. 

Mennonite Central Committee 
21 South 12th Street 
Akron, PA 17501 
or 
MCC (Canada) 
201-1 483 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 2C8 

ProvinCial Offices: 
33·78-41 Avenue N.E., Calgary, AB T2E 2N4 
Box 2038, Clearbrook, BC V2T 3T8 
101-1 483 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, MB R3T 2C8 
50 Kent Avenue, Kitchener, ON N2G 3R1 
2206 Speers, Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X7 
Regional Off ices: 
Box 235, North Newlon, KS 67 11 7 
11 08 G Street. Reedley, CA 93654 



BLOCK BROS. REAL TV 

We can help you reach your goal! 
We have the necessary tools needed to help you do just that. 

-Top notch training program. 
-Unique catalogue service. 
-Computer network. 
-Referral service. 
-Incentive commission schedule. 

Experienced and inexperienced, please call: 

BLOCK BROS. REAL TV L TO. 
1382 Henderson Highway 

339-1911 
John Schroeder, Manager 

Whether you're thinking of 
skis in the winter or an air 
conditioner in the summer, 
see your credit union first 
for the loan you'll 'need. 

We're ready to provide 
assistance year-round with 
consistently low interest 
rates on loans and high 
interest on all savings 
plans. 

We know how it is. 
Christmas money used for 
auto repairs. Tax money 
used to pay Christmas bills . 
Seasonal sales , impulse 
items, overbudgeted 
expenses. Count on your 

credit union to help you 
out for any worthwhile 
purpose - any day of the 
month, any month of the 
year, every year. 

Whether you're depositing 
or borrowing , make the 
credit union your one-stop 
financial service center. 
Stop in soon or call us for 
money management help, 
financial counseling and 
consumer advice. 

Serving the 
Mennonite 
people in 
Manitoba 

CROSSTOWN 
CREDIT 
UNION LIMITED 
with three locations at: 

171 DONALD STREET 
1250 PORTAGE AVE. 
1110 HENDERSON HWY. 

947-1243 
783-7081 
338'-0365 
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From among the 70 entries to the 
September puzzle, E.L. Ratzlaff of Winnipeg 
was selected the winner. 

A cash prize has been sent. 
The answers to the September Mix-up are 

frost, fruit, grain, yield, harvest and routipe. 
The letters are to be re-arranged and 

written in the squares to form words. Letters 
which fall into the squares with circles are to 
be arranged to complete the answer at the 
bottom of the puzzle; the drawing to the 
right provides a clue. 

A winner will be drawn at random from 
among the contest entries and the prize 
awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror office 
by October 24, 1980. 

Name 

Address 

Town/City 

Postal Code 

Send Entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest . 
Mennonite Mirror' 
203 - 818 Portage Avenue · 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
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FLORIDA - PINE TO PALM TOUR 
TOUR NO. CTl -18 days - WINNIPEG DEPA~TURE Highlights of this tour include 
Daytona Beach. Disneyworld. Orlando. Cypress Gardens. a three night stay in Fort 
Lauderdale and a two nights stay in Tampa. where you will see the world famous 
Busch Gardens. ' 
Depart Jan. 16 Feb. 20 

Feb. 6 Mar. 6 

FLORIDA - DIXIELAND EXPRESS CT5 
All the highlights of the Florida Pine to Palm PLUS two exciting nights in heart of 

DIXIELAND MUSIC. NEW ORLEANS! 
Depart Feb. 27 March 13 

BAHAMAS - FLORIDA TOUR 
TOUR NO. CT2 - 20 days - WINNIPEG DEPARTURE The many highlights of this 
Florida tour will also include Disneyworld in Orlando, an ocean cruise aboard the 
S.S. Emerald Seas which will sail to the Bahamas. 
Depart Feb. 12 Mar. 12 

Feb. 26 
CAIFORNIA & ARIZONA TOUR 
TOUR NO. CT3 - 20 days - WINNIPEG 
DEPARTURE 
We travel via Salt Lake City to Las Vegas 
and Anaheim. California. the home of Dis
neyland. This tour also includes a memora
ble three nights in San Diego, and also two 
nights in Tucson. Arizona. 
Depart Jan. 30 Feb. 13 
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TEXAS, NEW ORLEANS TOUR 
TOUR NO. CT6 - 21 days - WINNIPEG 
DEPARTURE 
You will spend two wonderful nights in New 
Orleans. Rockport and Brownsville. There 
will also be a three night stay in San 
Antonio, Texas. 
Depart Mar. 6 April 3 

SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 



H.J. MARTENS 

PEMBINA INSURANCE SERVICES 

((e~] Mon. to Fri : 9:00 · 5:30 
9:00· 12:00 Saturday 

Fire, Life, Commercial, Residential, Auto & Bonding 

284 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 2P5 

JIM MCSWEENEY 
"Morning Minstrel" 

7:00 to 9:30 a.m. 

• Bus. 452·4913 
Res. 222·1187 

JIM MCSWEENEY joins you for that first cup of 
coffee with light-hearted conversation ... 
bright, cheerful music... up-to-the~minute 
News, Weather and Sports information. Paul 
Harvey is a special guest with his News and 
Comment, bringing you International News on 
a personal level. 

Better breakfasts begin with 
Jim McSweeney 

on "Morning Minstrel"! 
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LOEWEN PIANOS 
More than just 
a piano store . 
. . since 1935. 

Making the right decision when you p urchase 
a piano can be a confusing experience. We 'd 

like to help you make the right choice. A nd we 
think good selection, a variety of services and 

sound advice provides you with the kind of help 
you need. 

Kawai , Wurlitzer and Lesage are names you ca n 
trust and our wide choice of Studios, Consoles 

and Grands gives you the range you want. Our 
unusually large selection of used pianos and our 

rental and rent-to-own policies give you the 
flexibility you need in today's world. 

But it's our vast experience in the music 
business that really helps make the differ
ence. It means you get mean ingful advice -
not a sales pitch. 
We know you understand music. And 
now you know why Loewen understands 
pianos. Because pianos have been a way 

. of life inour family for 45 years. 

/ 
Loewen Pianos Ltd. 
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2630 Portage Ave. 885-5505 
AMPLE FREE PARKING 



Visitors to the pew 
begin ~ith First 
Mennonite 
VIEW FROM THE PEW 

The subject of my return to the pages 
of the Mennonite Mirror is a September 
14 visit to the First Mennonite Church. 
This visit was undertaken, I'll admit, 
with a· certain feeling of exhilaration, as 
it marked the beginning of a new year's 
sampling of the Sunday morning exper
iences offered at our various Mennonite 
churches. 

The First Mennonite .Church is a large 
brown brick building standing at the 
corner of Notre Dame and Alverstone. 
Just around the corner are two senior 
citizen's homes which the congregation 
has constructed over the years to house 
its many senior members. Many of the 
elderly attend the 11:00 a.m. German 
service and, as I left the 9:30 a.m. 
English service, I was greeted along 
Notre Dame by a slow procession of old 
Mennonites, cheerfully sprinkling 
passersby, with a chorus of "Guten 
Morgen"s and "Wie gehts"s. 

When I had arrived. at the church 
earlier, I was warmly greeted by the 
usher. I took a seat near the front and 
settled in for the first selection of the 
Youth Choir. Although there were a few 
hesitant moments, the choir sang well 
throughout the service. I was impressed 
by both the size and the enthusiasm of 
the choir, and I was surprised to learn 
that the members had only had the bene
fit of two rehearsals. As many choirs 
are, this one was {lominated by its 
female contingent, but the young men in 
the back row made their presence 
known. 

The congregation filled the church, 
leaving bare only the balconies above. I 
judged the congregation to be composed 
of a balanced representation from all age 
groups, althQugh I expect that many 
more of the elderly members attend the 
German service. The congregation sang 
well when called upon. 

The minister explained that his ser
mon had been prompted by a discussion 
in a church meeting about the purpose of 
ordination. Two new ministers are to be 
ordained soon at First Mennonite, and 
the sermon, titled "A Look at Leader
ship," was composed of the leading 
minister's research and reflections on 

the subject of spiritual leadership. The 
minister first described his own dis
covery of his leadership and preaching 
abilities, and his subsequent feeling of 
being "called" to the ministry. He then 
traced through history the changing at· 
titudes of those who led the church and 
their changing status ill 'relation to.other 
Christians. In Jesus' time, there was no 
distinction between spiritual leaders and 
other believers; all Christians were af· 
forded equal status in interpreting and 
following the scripture. During the mid
dle ages, the clergy of the Roman 
Catholic church came to comprise a 
privileged c~ass in society, and members 
of this class felt spiritually superior to 
members of the laity. Menno Simons 
and the first. Mennonites abolished the 
distinction between clergy and laity and, 
until shortly after .1900, the spiritual 
leaders of the Mennonite church were 
not paid for their services. 

The sermon was certainly informative, 
but I felt that the personal and historical 
accounts we were given could have been 
complimented by a final evaluation. The 
minister did not. reveal whether he was 
in favor of a paid clergy or not. He also 
did not explore any further the concept 
of the "gifted who are called." What 
about those who are not gifted? I 
hesitate to be too critical here. because I 
realize that the minister's intention was 
only to provide the congregation with 
some food for thought. Nevertheless, I 
feel that every sermon· should have a 
point; and a concluding message which 
both synthesized and evaluated his facts 
would have granted the whole enterprise 
with a sense of direction or purpose that 
I found lacking. As it stood, the sermon 
did present some very interesting 
material and a challenge, perhaps inten
tional, for members to come to their own 
conclusions. 

I was greeted several times on my way 
out of the church. and, in the milieu of 
post-service socializing. I noticed 
several new Vietnamese members who 
were special objects of the 
congregation's attention. 

- by a younger observer 

VIEW TWO 
The atmosphere was hushed as the 

congregation quietly entered the First 
Me:nnonite Church at Alverstone and 
Notre Dame at 9:30 Sunday morning for 
the first service of the day. This is the 
English service. Perhaps the church 
itself inspires dignity-there is a formal
ity about it that is not so evident in most 
of the other Mennonite churches I have 
visited. 

The usher promptly showed us to our 
seats with a friendly greeting, and we 
sat trying to collect our thoughts at an 
hour when most people (non·Mennonites 
of course!) were still asleep. 

The youth choir filed in led by their 
director, Ed Hildebrand. and I was im· 
pressed by the size of the choir and the 
number of young boys singing in 'it. 
That's quite an accomplishment. 

Harold Fransen. one of the two youth 
pastors, made the opening remarks and 
after a song from the choir he read the 
scripture for the morning from Ephe
SlaIls. He has an easy manner about him 
as well as an earnestness that I enjoyed. 

The . congregational hymns that we 
sang at various·times during the service 
seemed lacking in full participation. The 
church was so full so it wasn't that there 
weren't enough people to sing. 

Perha.ps the church is almost too 
large .. As one member expressed some 
time ago, "It's far too big to know who 
belongs to the church anymore." 
Though there are many dedicated memo 
bers as evidenced by the activities for 
the coming weeks. inclu,ding many 
youth programs, it attracts some people 
who want to go to church but prefer to 
remain on the fringes. 

The sermon by Rev. JohnH. Neufeld 
was "A Look at Leadership" and the 
meaning of the words "ordination" and 
"instanation" were discussed. He ex
plained how he had entered the ministry 
or as he put it "slid into it" sideways as 
he had no plans to teach or preach but 
God had showed him otherwise. He also 
explained the changes in the way leaders 
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were found in the early Mennonite chur
ches and the way they were appointed 
today. Until 1805 it was the custom for a 
group of elders to go to someone from 
among their midst and ask him to be 
their minister or leader. He carried on 
his profession whatever it was whether 
farmer or teacher and his ministerial 
duties were merely a sideline. This 
changed abruptly in 1805 when the 
chosen one refused the position so the 
elders decided they would have to look 
outside their ranks and offer some 
remuneration for the services rendered. 
And so it has changed until now our 
minsiters are well trained men of God 
whose leadership position is a full-time 
job. Rev. Neufeld said he had chosen 
this text because there is a special con
gregational meeting coming up to dis
cuss the meaning of ordination. 

The choir sang again and I'm sure 
everyone enjoyed listening to them as 
much as I did. Perhaps I'm out of step 
with the times but I really like the sim
ple old tunes and maybe the choir would 
enjoy singing them too. They seemed to 
have to concentrate so hard to get their 
difficult pieces. 

After the benediction we sang "May 

Tuesday, October 21 

9: 00 Lecture I 
The Terror of History 

9.50 Refreshments 

the Grace of Christ" and then filed out 
after shaking hands with the minister. A 
lot of people were waiting in the foyer 
and I realized the German service was 
about to begin. A few days later I heard 
Roy Vogt had spoken at that service so I 
was sorry I hadn't stayed. I enjoy his 
sermons whether he speaks in English, 
German, or whatever. 

This church has been_a leader in the 
community for many years and no doubt 
will continue to be so. Very often in the 

10: 15 Questions and Discussion 
2: 20 Old Testament Colloquium 
5:00 Supper with Dr. Janzen and 

CMBC Faculty for members 
of the Winnipeg Theological 
ColIoquium 

8 :00 Lecture II 
The Ground of History 

8:50 Questions and Discussion 
Refreshments 

Wednesday, October 22 

forefront in breaking tradition, it never
theless retains a strong sense of our 
Mennonite past. 

- by an older observer 

Babysitting Required 
Mature responsible lady required to 
babysit 1 112 year old in my home or 
yours, approximately 6-10 hours per 
week. Vic. E. St. Paul or N. Kildonan. 
If interested, call 338·3916. 

9: 00 Lecture III 
The Dynamics of Faith 

9: 50 Refreshments 

"THE TERROR OF HISTORY 
AND THE FEAR OF THE LORD" 

10: 15 Questions and Discussion Dr. J. Gerald Janzen 
8 .00 Lecture IV Professor of Old Testament 

The Hope of Glory Christian Theological Seminary 
8 : 50 Questions and Discussion Indianapolis, Indiana 

Refreshments . CIII 
600 SHA FTESBURY BLVD WINNIPEG MANITOBA R3P OM4 12041B88-6781lilt: 
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What is quality but 
the careful touch of 
the dedicated craf~sman 
by David Bergen 

Five years ago this November John 
Weier was sitting in a study hall at the 
University of Manitoba working on an 
English paper titled "Robert Herrick's 
use of the Mythic Mode in 'Corrina's go
ing a Maying." 

Today John sits on a beat up wooden 
stool in his own luthier shop where he 
builds stringed instruments, tuning a 
newly repaired guitar and exhuming his 
past aspirations. 

"You know," he says, smiling, "I went 
to university because I thought it was 
expected of me. I studied theology for 
four years and then transferred to 
English." He pauses, recalls the mythic 
mode, and continues. "I liked Herrick. I 
enjoyed reading his poetry, yet suddenly 
it hit me that I didn't need it. So I quit 
right there." 

Opting out of school brought John 
back to the thing he loved most but had 
always ignored; musical instruments. 
"Even as a child I loved to smell and feel 
violins, banjos and guitars," he says. 
"But I never thought it would be my 
life." 

Needing a job he began repairing 
guitars at the Folklore Center and built 
banjos in his spare time. Later he work
ed at Guitarland and two years ago he 
opened his own luthier shop. 

His tidy workshop on Dublin A venue 
is pungent with the smell of freshly lath
ed maple. Lying on a work bench are 
four partially built banjos and the neck
less body of a viola. His finished instru
ments, displayed in a glassed-in cabinet, 
are a basic blue-grass banjo, a folk ban
jo, a viola and a violin. 

John may have had a love for violins 
when he was younger but he was never 

able to realize that passion. "We were 
too poor," he says. "Violin lessons were a 
luxury." 

Born into a Mennonite family in rural 
Manitoba, John grew up in Ontario and 
has lived in Winnipeg for the past ten 
years. He attended the Canadian Men
nonite Bible College, received his Bache
lor of Theology and finished his Bache
lor of Arts at the University of 
Manitoba. He is 30-years-old, married 
and he and his wife Lois have one child, 
Johnathan. 

In the past five years John has built 
40 banjos and seven violins and violas. 
He says he learned the skill through 
observation, trial and error, visiting 
other luthiers, and reading. 

"There are a number of good violin 
schools in the States, England, Ger
many and Italy," he explains, "but 
they're too expensive and I'm too old." 

John has picked up some trade know
ledge from Otto Erdesz, a Toronto 
luthier, who sells his work to concert 
violinists. According to John, Erdesz is, 
"eccentric, cynical towards violin 
schools, an artist, an expert on quality in 
violins and an inspiration to me." 

When he talks about his banjos, John 
says he finds them a less difficult instru-
ment to build. , 

"Both violins and banjos take training 
and practice," he says. "But I began 
with banjos because they're easier. I 
have to admit my first banjo wasn't a 
beauty." Justifying that confession he 
illustrates, "It's kind of like a writer's 
first article 10 years later. He thinks to 
himself 'this is in a library somewhere.' 
Well, that's how I feel about my first in
strument. " 

"It took 12 banjos to reach the point 
where nobody could pick out a flaw. Be-

ing the builder I knew the flaws but no 
one else did." 

Having reached a point where he is 
satisfied with his banjos, John is concen- . 
trating on violins and finding them 
harder. 

"Violin building is really a strange 
business," he says. "It's comparative to 
art. What is quality? You can't judge 
modern art by photographic quality. 
The real picture is hidden. With violins 
the tone has to be the first consid~ra
tion." He hesitates, picks at the guitar 
he holds and sorts his thoughts. Tight
ening the E string he continues. "I know 
of violin builders who don't worry too 
much about craftsmanship but get good 
sound. And they sell. Myself, I like a 
beautifully crafted violin, but tone has 
to be my first consideration." 

John feels that cosmetically his violins 
need a lot of work. With both banjos and 
violins heJinds he has an aversion to the 
finished products. "When I finish an in
strument I hate it," he says. "The best 
thing that can happen is for somebody 
to buy it. Then, two months later I'll see 
it and feel more objective about it." 

Building an instrument from a shape
less block of wood is a trying and emo
tional experience. John says there are 
times when love for his work is hard to 
find. "There's a let down after every in
strument I build," he says. "It's become 
more of a hate than a love thing. Yet I 
am driven by compulsion to begin again. 
I can't leave it alone. Sometimes I think 
it would be a lot easier to work nine to 
five and get paid an hourly wage." 

John admits that the positive element 
of his work is selling an instrument. 
"When a person wants what I built, that 
feels good. When I sell something I 
don't care only about the money. It's the 
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whole attitude behind the purchase. 
That transaction is the symbol of suc
cess. I could easily give away my instru
ments but it isn't the same." 

John says his customers vary from a 
60-year-old woman who plays Dixieland 
to a member of a blue-grass band or a 
50-year-old businessman. "I'd say the 
majority of the people who buy from me 
play banjo and fiddle as a hobby. Most 
of the violins have been bought by fid
dlers." 

Of the four styles of banjos John 
builds, his most intricate is the Prairie 
Rose. He says it takes 60 hours to build, 
has complete pearl inlay, and costs 
about $1,600. The Peter Whyte Gallery 
in Banff, a museum for Canadian-built 
musical instruments, has a Weier Prairie 
Rose on display. The other three banjos 
include the folk banjo priced at $900. 
The violins and violas are anywhere 
from $1,000 to $2,000. 

As well as building 12 to 15 instru
ments per year John plays and sings on 
a part-time basis with Stone Ground, a 
blue-grass group and has in the past 
played with Kathy Fink and Duck 
Donald. 

"I have a good time playing with 
Stone Ground," he says', "but I've got 
Lois and Johnathan to think of too. I 
could also be working 16 hours a day but 
where does that get me. I don't want 
that." 

Swiveling on his stool he replaces the 
guitar and concludes quietly, "It's good. 
We're getting by." 
, David Bergen is a Winnipeg free-lance 

writer. 

Notice of MCC Meeting 

The Annual Mennonite Central Com
mittee (Manitoba) Women's Auxiliary 
meeting, celebrating the sixty years of service 
through MCC, will be held Saturday, Oc
tober 18, in the Winkler Bergthaler Church. 
Sessions begin at 10:00 a.m. 

Alvina Giesbrecht, one of the main 
speakers, will focus on the need for 
volunteers to help refugees settle into our 
communities; she works with the Inter-

Special winter departures 
NOW AVAILABLE 

JAMAICA 
CUBA 
MEXICO 
HAWAII 

AGA THA DERKSEN 
DIANNE QUANE 
JOHN SCHROEDER 
LORI KROEKER 

FROM $739 
FROM $649 
FROM $519 
FROM $959 

JUDY DILK 
RUTH WfEBE 
BONNIE MINNICK 

Ste. 219, 818 Portage Ave., Winnipeg R3G OH4 

national Centre in Winnipeg. Other speakers 
include J.M. Klassen (executive secretary of 
MCC-Canada) and Vern Ratzlaff (executive 
director of MCC-Manitoba) who will reflect 
on the past of MCC activities. In addition, 
representatives of the fourteen Community 
Self Help Centres in Manitoba, will report on 
their work; Justina Baerg, Co-ordinator of 
the Centre movement in Manitoba, will chair 
a panel. Special music and field reports will 
round out the day's activities. 

. . . 

Discover a 
, new worl.d in '81! 

CHINA-visiting Hangchow, Canton, 
Peking, Shanghai and Sian, plus 
HONGKONG and Japan. 

April 4-29-25 days. 

BIBLELANDS-visiting Egypt, Jordan, 
Israel 

February 15-25-only 10 days but 
memories for a lifetime! 

Cambrian 
Excavators 

Escorted by C.J . Rempel. 

Ask for a descriptive brochure. 

Menno 
Travel 
Service 1333 Dugald Road 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Telephone 233-8033 
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Frank Hornung 
Manager 851 Henderson Highway 

Winnipeg. Manitoba 

334-4347 



Ho",one church 
looked after 
its refugees 

by Margot Fieguth 
Last February, Mennonite Central 

Committee (Canada) signed an agree
ment to sponsor refugees on behalf of its 
constituent churches, and agreed that it 
would carry the ultimate responsibility 
for the refugee, but each congregation 
could work out its own program for the 
resettlement of its sponsored refugees. 
MCC noW feels that this system has 
worked well: in the past year, 80 percent 
of the congregations have become in
volved sponsoring 3,875 people. Of 
these, 3,113 have come. 

The stituation which I am most 
familiar is the Mennonite refugee pro
gram in the Toronto area and, especially, 
my own church. My congregation of 130 
members consists largely of poeple with 
refugee experience in their past. Most 
were s\lpportive to the refugee cause. 
We formed a refugee committee of 15 
people. Each one was given a specific 
responsibility for shelter, for finances, or 
for the role of "social worker" (ie. the 
liaison between the refugee and the com
mittee.) 

Now, how should we go about spon
soring? In view of the desperate need of 
the Southeast Asian people, we decided 
that we would try to bring over as many 
people as possible with our limited 
resouces. We would give the refugees 
basic financial support, comparable to 
the Canadian welfare system. We felt 
that the people would only need a help
ing hand at the beginning and then they 
could carryon on their own. In this way, 
the church would be partners with the 
refugees; the sooner they would become 
self-sufficient, the more of their people 
we could help to come here. 

We also needed someone to help us to 
relate to these people. MCC hired a Viet
namese to assist us and other churches 
in the Metro Toronto area with the orien
tation and resettlement of the refugees. 

Housing . was another problem. OUf 
congregation is a scattered group so we 

decided to buy two houses, centrally 
located, as initial settlement houses. The 
refugees would live here until they were 
self-supporting and able to find their 
own accommodation. 

This is how we set uP . the program. 
When we heard that our first family 
with five children was due in two weeks, 
we sprang · into action. We hurried to 
find a house. The next day we were i,n
formed that the family had already ar
rived and were staying in a hotel. The 
government would allow them to stay 
one week, to give us time to organize. In 
one week, we bought an empty house, 
cleaned, painted, furnished and moved 
the family in. 

This family came with high expecta
tions. The father had worked for Ameri
cans in Saigon and was familiar with 
unlimited foreign aid. In the camp they 
had heard of six months training in 
English, money, cars, etc. etc. When we 
sat down with them to explain our philo
sophy of sponsoring and our financial 
support, they were disappointed. They 
were constantly comparing government 
financial support to ours. The father 
could speak some English. After five 
weeks, he found work in a shoe factory. 
A few days later the wife started work in 
a sewing factory. The younger children 
attended the local public school, whereas 
the older ones went to a special school 
for New Canadians. They were self
supporting and on their own in three 
months. They then asked us to sponsor 
their relatives, which we now have done. 

Our next group of refugees consisted . 
of a young widower (who had just lost 
his wife on the trip) and his one year old 
son, another widow and her sister and 
three children ages 10-13, two couples, 
and a family from North Vietnam with 
three small children. 

The North Vietanese were easy to ac
commodate. They came without high ex
pectations. Without knowledge of 
English, both found work v~ry quickly 
and off they went. 

The widower and the one year old were 
not so easy. First of all, he needed to 
learn to cook, to look after himself and 
the child. His child was placed into day 
care so that he could study English for 
two months and then begin to work. 
They now live together with a Viet
namese family and. seem to be doing 
very well. 

The sister and the widow were a prob
leminitially, because high expectation 
of luxurious living don't go together 
with factory jobs and menial housework. 
They obviously had servants. They 
wanted six months English training. 
Both women found work and the family 
group is doing very well. We have a good 
relationship with them now. 

We received a family of eight who had 
spent four years in a refugee camp. The 
father, an accountant, had no ambition 
left. He just wanted to do a simple job 
and just be allowed to live in peace. He 
has taken custodial training course and 
now is caretaker of a chllrch. They are 
doing well. We have three teen-age boys 
who were taken in by a family group of 
three young people who are not adjust
ing well. By this time though, we have 
become more relaxed about sponsorship, 
and know that most problems resolve 
themselves with time. 

Our congregation has asked to spon
sor 70 refugees, of which 52 have arriv
ed. We have found that our philosophy 
of sponsoring as many people as possi
ble with our limited financial resources 
is working out well. When the refugees 
arrive, our orientation to them is very 
basic and simple. We see that they have 
sufficient food and leave them to rest. 
On the second or third day, our Vietna
mese coordinator together with our com
mittee chairman and appointed social 
worker will sit down and discuss with 
the refugees our program, our hopes and 
expectations for them and what they can 
expect from us. At this visit we will also 
try to find out their abilities and particu
lar needs-glasses, health problems, 
schooling, employment, and try to assist 
where we can. 

Our Vietnamese coordinator and the 
social worker will keep in touch and once 
a month sit down with them for a longer 
visit. At these times the joys and fears . 
come out and get discussed. We note 
any special needs and do their financial 
assessment for the next month. As they 
earn, we gradually withdraw our sup
port. When they earn more than we 
would give them, we ask them to con
tribute toward the rent of the house. At 
this time we encourage them to look for 
their own accommodation. This ususally 
happens between three and six months. 
We have explained this to them right ilt 
the beginning, so that they know what 
will happen. We have also translated our 
support policy .into Vietnamese, so that 
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they can refer to it, whenever they wish. 
Once they become self-supporting we 

assist them to move into their own liv
ing quarters and provide them with 
basic furnishing. We try to keep in touch 
with them once a month. We find that 
they need our help in dealing with land
lords. They do not know their rights and 
are hesitant to ask for anything. Our 
relationship to them is as a trusted 
friend-advisor, someone who is willing to 
help, to whom they can turn for advice. 
Our greatest help has been our Vietna
mese coordiantor who has been invalu
able to us in our relationship with the 
refugees. 

We are aware of the great danger of 
over-protection. These people have gone 
through a difficult experience, but they 
are adults, have led successful lives in 
Vietnam and only need a little support 
to get · themselves established again. 
With one exception all the refugees are 
settling in very well. Initially we tried to 
set up English classes for the refugees, 
but they did not wish to go. We tried to 
establish social contacts for them 
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among the many Chinese and Vietna
mese in Toronto; they were not inter
ested. So now we just let them know 
what services are available and they can 
take the initiative on their own time. 
This is their life. They have to make 
decisions and discover this country just 
like any other new immigrant. 

After all, we are people dealing with 
people. The people on our refugee com
mittee have different ideas and ways of 
relating to the refugees, and they in turn 
come with different needs, different per
sonalities, so that it is next to impossi
ble to have a uniform refugee program. 
We want to be fair and treat all of our 
refugees alike. We have found that all 
come with different needs, so we cannot 
treat them the same. We need to be flexi
ble within our guidelines, as we try to 
reach out to them in love. 

When the 70th refugee has come we 
expect to be nearing the end of our 
finances and thereby winding down our 
refugee program. My church's refugee 
effort was a short term program where 
many members put in a lot of money and 
time. We need to sell one of the houses 
this summer. But other congregations 
are still carrying' on. MCC is encourag- . 
ing churches to sponsor problem cases in 
cooperation with the federal gov't. 

I truly believe that the private-spon
sorship program has been very good in 
breaking down racial barriers. So many 
of us have worked so closely with the 
Southeast Asians, and have been im
pressed with their desire to start a new 
life. "What lovely people" is a remark I 
often hear. I would venture to say, that 
these refugees will encounter much less 
prejudice than many other groups that 
have come to this country, just becaus~ 
we have learned to understand and ap
preciate each other .. 

Margot Fiegllth resides in Missis- ' 
sauga, Ontario. Previously she wofked 
as a nurse under MCC in Haiti. She is a 
past president of the Ontario Women in 
Mission and was recently appointed as 
MCC representative for the conference 
of Mennonites in Canada. Margot is 
originally from Winnipeg; her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Funk, are 
members of the First Mennonite Church, 
Winnipeg. 
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An 
• • ImtnerSlon 
kinder-
garten 
progratn 
by Mary M. Enns 

Like a shepherdess she guides and 
guards her small charges-kindly, cheer· 
fully, spiritedly, yet with unmistakeable 
firmness. "A child needs and wants the 
security of discipline, " says Sonya 
Klassen, teacher of the German immer· 
sion kindergarten. As a result of a pro· 
vincial government grant five years ago 
this is now called "The Springfield 
Heights Nursery School Inc." 

The idea of a completely German kin· 
dergarten intrigued us. Wondering how 
thorough or how effective this might be 
in contemporary Winnipeg we attended 
their graduation exercises in June. They 
call it Sommer-fest und Abschluss. 
Watching the 42 three- and four-year
olds we were impressed with the utter 
absorption of the little people with their 
"Tante Sonya" and the songs they sang, 
the program they presented. Rather 
than presenting, teacher . and children 
seem to be playing, mostly oblivious of 
their audience of fond parents and 
friends. We watched skits like the 
"Three Bears" and the "Festival of 
Flowers" where the students were 
dressed as characters or the various 
flowers. Songs of nature, animals, child
ren and thanks to God rang out clear 
and true. We listened and heard out of 
the mouths of babes the excellently arti
culated, naturally used German. As 
always, there was an exaggerated aura 
of excitement surely helped along by the 
be-frilled and be-ribboned dresses, the 
authentic dirndles of the little girls, the 
dressed up boys, some in Lederhosen 

Sonya Klassen with Kri.~tine Winter 

and thc patterned white long socks. 
When we questioned Mrs. Klassen 
about the enchanting songs and plays, 
she explained that her teaching material 
comes chiefly from Germany. Some of it 
must be adapted, by her, to suit the pur
pose here with students whose German 
is their second language. 

Sonya Klassen began this Kindergar
ten in the newly founded Springfield 
Heights Mennonite Church in 1965. She 
prayed that this might be the right 
choice of profession for her. The definite 
need to establish a career grew out of the 
necessity to provide a living, after the 
death of her husband in 1959, for herself 
and her three small daughters. The 
various jobs she had tried since that 
time were not satisfying. Before she left 
Russia for Germany in 1943 she had 
spent several years studying at a Peda
gogical Institute. Then the war came 
and her work, whether in Germany or 
later in the Chaco, instead of being with 
children, seemed always to be in ad
ministrative capacity in an office. The 
move from Paraguay to Canada came in 
1951. She eventually found employment 
with D.W. Friesen in Altona. 

Hans Klassen was by now also in 
Canada. He had studied at a university 
in Russia, majoring in languages. A war 
prisoner, he taught school in Germany 
after the war. After Hans and Sonya's 
marriage in 1952 both worked for a year 
at D.W. Friesen. Mr. Klassen's ultimate 
work was as a tax assessor in Winnipeg. 

Here they made their home with their 
three daughters. 

Now at 58, blonde, curly-haired Sonya 
appears younger than her years. H~r 
natural enthusiasm seems to fit het for 
her work with children. However, ·she 
will admit that even the work she truly 
enjoys is not easy. "I went to work 
because I needed to. The love for : the 
children developed and grew as my work 
progressed. I .had asked God,to give me 
patience and love, and He has certaInly 
provided that. I also believe that: the 
discipline of work is excellent for most 
people. What has made my work easier 
is the unstinted support of the church 
and of the childrens' parents. I'm grate
ful, indeed, for this." She has an assist
ant whom she may call on when the need 
arises. 

The kindergarten is in operation, 
much as are other schools, from Septem
ber to June. Half of the children come 
for the morning session, the other half in 
the afternoon. The three-year-olds come 
for two years, the four-year-olds for: one 
year. 

Where is the need for, and who sends 
their children to a total German kinder
garten? Are these strictly of the cOIigre
gation of the church where the classes 
are conducted? "Oh no," says Mrs. 
Klassen, "they are children from various 
backgrounds (Gemeinden). I have been 
surprized how, in the past few years. a 
very real interest in the German lan
guage has emerged. Even children from 
mixed marriages are encouraged by:the 
non-German parent to attend. Many 
parents are those of German back
ground, born and raised in Canada. But, 
ideally, our students should have : an 
understanding, at least, of the German 
language, a German "ear". On occasion 
I have had a few non-German children, 
really keen little ones. By the end of the 
year it is really quite remarkable how all 
the childrens' German has improved. 
Mostly it is difficult, then, for the 
parents to provide the follow-up at home 
since they speak in English to each 
other." 

There are few dull or boring mom~nts 
in Sonya Klassen's life. Her daughters 
are now grown and married. Henrietta is 
Mrs. James Schelleberg, Karin is Mrs. 
Robert Kasdorf, and Ingrid Mrs. Martin 
Enns. They and many friends won't be 
forgotten. Add to this the fact that she 
is frequently called upon for help in 
translation and the filling out of docu
ments for the German Consul. This work 
concerns the numerous German-widows 
who lost their husbands and all proper
ties in Russia and are eligible for pen
sions from the German government. 
Chiefly this is a labour of love, a helping 
out. At the same time it spells ver:y. 
clearly that Sonya has very few leis.ure 
hours, hours where she could collect her 
thoughts and dream of retirement. mol. 
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MENNONITE HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
" l;alL Frolics open 

;;-:~:-~e~ MBCI Year 
~; :';;~;X~: 
" '~ ;. '~' 1'f;:""".>, • .-;" 
:;:o:':'F~,iul is upon us once again, and with it 

>.;:P9qies the beginning of a new school 
;, ~,:,<y'e¥. MBCI, unlike many other schools 
! ;.:~Pt:;~innipeg, opened its doors . to stu
~~~:,PMts on Wednesday, September 3rd. 
.. ~.~ OUtsses officially started the following 

day with an enrollment of 458 students. 
Although we are a Mennonite Breth

: T~ll' :school, more than half the students 
. ate> of another denominational back
gr.~und. The breakdown for 1980-81 

: school year is as follows: Mennonite 
: Bh;thren, 220; Christian Reformed, 52; 
:,General Conference, 35; Other Men
,donites, 19: Calvary Temple, 9; Alliance, 
~6~::Lutheran, 9; Church of the Ridge, 7; 
E'liin Chapel, 6; Catholic, 6; United, 5; 
tiospel Chapel, 5; Church of the Way, 5; 
Anglican, 4; and Others 30. 
<:In the staff department, three new 
h:ia<:hers have been employed to keep up 
",lth increased enrollment. To take over 
'sob1e of Mr. Penner 's ex-duties, Mr. 
~4fry Froese is now teaching American 
history and social studies. For Grade 9 
English and English 301 , Mrs. Marion 
Friesen has been recruited. Mrs. Willa 
Reddig is teaching French 300. 

This year again, we are pleased to 
have exchange student s from Germany 
WIth us. Elisabeth Eisenbauer and 
!viArion Kaak are from Bremen, Ger
rtiany and will be staying with us for ap
ptbXimately three months. They are 
staying with Monica Strempler and 
L~ette Derksen, who will be going to 
Germany in April. 

'One of the annual activities of our 
school year was the Watermelon-roll
ku'Chen fest. First . everyone watched the 
heart-warming story of Sammy, a crippl
ed'" boy who brings his whole family to 
christ. Afterwards, the faculty joined 
tlie' students for watermelon and roll
k 'u~hen (cooked fresh during the day). 
The evening was a definite winner with 
stpdents and teachers alike. 
, 'The next week was our famed 

"Freshie Week". The student council 
did' a great job of involving all the stu
dents. For Monday, all the grade sevens, 
t ens, and students new to the school 
were "requested" to appear in "assign
ed'-' clothing. On Tuesday, a giant leap
frog race was held in the gymnasium 
during lunch. Wednesday, the chocolate 
<:overed donut race took palce. The 
f15urth activity occupying most of the 
lunch hour was a staff-student football 
g~rhe. The wrap-up to Freshie Week was 
Kangaroo Court for those who failed to 
m~t Monday's required dress code. 
This event is a favorite for everyone. 
Pat Reimer and 
Maria Wickstrom, Grade 11 
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First Days of School at MCI, Gretna 

First day of school! I've looked forward to 
this for at least a month, now. It feels good 
to . be back among my friends and in the 
familiar halls of M.C.1. Driving down that 
corridor of oak trees brings back so many 
memories, good and bad, of last year. I 
remember my first day of school here. I was 
so nervous, excited, and eager. It was strange 
standing there, watching Mom and Dad 
drive away. Bye, 'til next week! And then, 
the feeling of disorientation, not knowing 
anyone, trying to feel my way through the 
crowds of kids who all seemed to know each 
other. 

But this year is different. I've come back 
to M.C.I. secure in knowing that all my 
friends are here. I'm a mature grade 12 stu
dent (well, sometimes) and this is my final 
year. In some ways, MCl is more home to 
me, now, than home in Meadows. After all , I 
live here all week. Going home for weekends, 
I almost feel like a house guest. And yet at 

the same time, I've learned to appreciate 
Mom and Dad a lot more. 

I want this year to be special. After all, 
after this year my life will never again be the 
same as it has been for the past ten years. 
I'm looking forward to singing (in my opi
nion, one of the biggest advantages of MCI) 
and being involved in drama and musical 
ensembles. And sports is a great time to 
show the MCl spirit. 

But more importhat than all of those, the 
real essence of MCI lies in the Christian Life 
activities - the Bible studies, Christian Life 
evenings, the winter retreat, singsongs, and 
even the chapels everyday show each and 
every student that the best life is the Chris
tian life. This is my final year of high school 
and a special phase of my life is ending; .I 
hope and pray that I can make this year 
count. 

By: Robyn Warkentin 
Grade XII student 

1 
Westgate Mennonite Collegiate 
86 West Gate 775-7111 

THE CHURCH ---
teaching the Christian Way of Life at 

WESTGATE 

What is the church doing at Westgate? 

- We are educating our youth to understand the teaching, commitment, 
and way of life that Christ taught. 

- We are helping the students integrate what they believe with the 
demands and pressures of urban life. 

- We are helping students find and choose the voc~tion best suited to 
the gifts and talents they have been given by God. 

- We are teaching students by example, instruction and experience 
what it means to live, work and worship together as God's people. 

- We have a large building that cost a million dollars to make all these 
, worthwhile things come true for our youth. 



BETHANIA TO CELEBRATE 
DOUBLE ANNIVERSARY 

by Ruth Vogt 

On Sunday, October 19, 1980, the 
Bethania Mennonite Personal Care 
!fome, now located at 1045 Concordia 
Awenue in Winnipeg, will host a dual an
niversary celebration. The celebration 
will be in recognition of its 35 years of 
service, and the 10th anniversary serv
ice at the present location. 

In 1945 a small group of Mennonites, 
concerned about the lack of care facili
ties for the aged and infirm, began to in-

, vestigate the possibility of establishing 
a home for such people. Overtures were 
made to the Conference of Mennonites in 
Manitoba but this group would not sup
port such, an undertaking-believing that 
"it wouldn't work." Determined people 
can make things work. The Mennonite 
Benevolent Society was incorporated on 
December 19, 1945. Some of the deter- ' 
nUned people who were willing to take 
risks for the sake of the needy, and who 
served on the first executive committee 
were Rev. J.J. Schulz, president, Mr. 
J.J. Klassen, Mr. J.J. Thiessen and Mr. 
H.J. Willms. Other members of the first 
board were Mr. Abram Vogt of Stein
bach; J.H. Wiebe of Morris; Mr. John 
Friesen of Arnaud, whose involvement 
with the institution continued until his 
retirement in 1972; Rev. D. Abrahams of 
Headingley, whose wife is presently a 
resident of Bethania; Mr. David Friesen 
of Winnipeg; Mr. H.H. Epp of Peters
field; Mr. J.J. Siemens of Winkler; and 
Mr. J. Rogalsky of Glenlea. 

This group of Mennonites, drawn both 
from the city and rural areas, looked 
around for a place to establish a nursing 
home. They found what seemed to be an 
ideal spot: an estate of about 100 acres 
with two large but delapidated mansions 
originally built by wealthy industrialists 
and abandoned during the hard years of 
the Depression, The estate, located on 
the banks of the Red River, seven miles 
north of Winnipeg, had been owned by 
the Communist · Party and used as a 
children 's home. It was purchased by 
the newly formed Benevolent Society for 

$20,000, which then spent another $24,000 
in renovations. 

The new home was named Bethania 
after a similar home operated by the 
Mennonites on the banks of the Dnieper 
River in the Old Colony of Russia. Sister 
Maria V ogt, a nurse in charge of a small 
nursing home in Steinbach, moved to 
Bethania as matron in charge of nursing 
care along with several residents from 
the Steinbach home. Bethania became 
her new home, and she served with devo
tion until her retirement in December, 
1960, shortly before her death. 

Approximately one-third of the resi
dents were from Winnipeg, and the re
mainder from rural Manitoba and other 
parts of Canada. 

One of the 
first residents, Helen Ratzlaff, still lives 
in the new Bethania in Winnipeg. There 
were generally around 60 residents in , 
the home, but the number had at times 
gone as high as 80. Warm-hearted Sister 
Maria could never turn someone in real 
need away, and would give up her own 
room to accommodate a new resident if 
there was no other place. Bethania was 
by no means exclusively for Mennonites 
-generally only one-third of the resi
dents were of Mennonite background. 

In the early days, the home received 
no government support. The cost per 
'day was $2 per resident. The small farm 
surrounding the home provided fresh 
milk, eggs and vegetables-all tended 
faithfully by Mr. AJ. Rogalsky, who 
together with his wife looked after the 
home and grounds. The staff initially liv
ed in cramped quarters in the basement 
of the home, but in 1957 the society was 
able to finance construction of a staff 
residence. 
The rural setting and resident staff , 

provided a home-like atmosphere for the 
residents, but the distance from the city 
eventually caused problems. Empl9yees 
were not always willing to live at the 
home, and bus service was not conve
nient. With increasing urbanization, the 
rural setting meant that residents were 

Helmut Epp, current administrator. 

somewhat isolated. By 1.967 it beca~e' 
clear that extensive renovations would' 
be necessary in order to maintain t1i~ 
home, and that these would be prohibit-: 
ive in cost. Plans were started for a ne'w ' 
building and land was purchased " ~p.'; 
Concordia Avenue. By 1970 a new, one-
level Bethania home was built in WIn:' 
nipeg. " . . '~ .. 

The home was built with the assist-" 
ance of the Provincial Government, at ii' 
cost of approximately $1 million. The-,' 
Mennonite Benevolent Society provid.e~~ 
the land, plus 10 percent of the finane: 
ing. There are 100 residents in the neVi, ' 
home, which h.as an equivalent full.tiIA~ 
staff of 80. The annual budget is $f.6, 
million, compared with $71,000 in 194'5: 

Most residents of the home are n9~ 
from Winnipeg, because many rural ceq , 
tres have built their own homes for p,er;~. 
sonal care patients. While not all resF, 
dents of Bethania are Mennonite, the , 
home does serve those of Mennonite and, 
German backgrounds. Since the Mpri· 
nonite Brethren community has its ow.a. 
home, Donwood Manor, most M~n~ , 
nonites at Bethania are from the Genera! 
Conference with? majority from t,~e 
First Mennonite Church in Winnip~g. 
This is the largest Mennonite . churcl~ i~ 
the city and has proportionately m9r,e 
elderly members than aQ.y other church; 

The present chairman of ,> 
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Bethania is Jack Loepp, who has held the 
position since 1976. Mr. Loepp is a farmer 
and seed agent in the Morris area, and is a 
lay minister in the Lichtenall iMenonite 
Church. He is the son-in-Iaw ,{)f John 
Friesen, who has been associaied with 
Bethania since its founding. Mr. Friesen 
served as a board member until he 
b~came administrator of the home in 
December, 1958. He served in thls later 
capacity until his retirement in 1972, 
steering the home through the transi
tion from St. Andrews to its present 
location. Mr. Friesen recalls the scep
ticism of those who didn't believe that a 
home could be established, and his life 
and work have been a testament to his 
faith in God and belief that one can ac
complish much if one proceeds with 
faith and determination. 

Present administrator of the home is 
Helmut Epp. He has a master's of social 
work degree, and has worked for the 
Manitoba and Canadian governments as 

\ ~( social worker. His philosophy of care is 
:to' create an atmosphere which is as near 
,to't hat of home as possible; to provide a 
·S'tibstitute home for those who can no 
longer be in their own. The staff are en
couraged to become involved on a per
s(:mal level with the residents, and to 
obe<;ome the new family of those whose 
.con,tact with the outside world is 
lizp,.ited. Mr. Epp is often asked whether 
it. IS not depressing to work with people 
,w.h6 have handicaps. His reply is one 
.m~st change ones definition of what is 
;normal, and focus on the abilities rather 
than disabilities of the residents. All 
;staff are encouraged to be prepared at all 
times to give assistance where this is 
~nefilded, and hence there are generally no 
,r;tgidly defined lines of duty for the staff. 
.< The emphasis at Bethania is on per
'spnal relationships and most residents, 
~after an initial adjustment period, 
become drawn into the life of the home. 

• .Mr. Epp feelsthat more research must 
,b!l ,undertaken concerning the needs of 
thE) elderly. As the proportion of elderly 

',~eqple in our society is on the increase, 
.,£i)~re will be a growing need for care 
t~cjlities. The present group, having liv
ed ,through revolution, wars and depres
sion, are relatively undemanding and 
'gra,teful for the care now available. But 
tIle elderly generation of tomorrow, bet-
ter- educated and more affluent, will pro-
_bllbly expect and demand an even higher 
level of care and facilities. The present 

, model will probably be inadequate for 
this group. 

The Benevolent Society, which has 
· been involved in the creation of 
Bethania, Concordia Hospital, and also 
the new Autumn House on Arlington 

· Street, has perhaps a role to play in look
: ing at new models and preparing for 

least 500 people in the city waiting for 
room in a nursing home; some are being 
cared for by families who lack adequate 
facilities and nursing skills, while others 
take up space in much-needed acute care 
hospital ' wards. 

On entering the Bethania Home one is 
greeted by the Bible verse "Bear Ye One 
Another's Burdens." The faithful 
members of ' the Mennonite Benevolent 
Society, now numbering over 400, have 
attempted in a small way, to .show their 
faith in Christ, and give help to those in 
need, The celebration on October 19, at 
the Kildonan East Regional School, will 
recognize those who cared enough to 
take a risk, and believed that, with 
God's help, they would be successful. 

mm 

your 
word 

REVIEW ARTICLE RAISES 
QUESTIONS OF PURPOSE 
Dear Sir: 

I regret that you judged it necessary 
or expedient, or whatever, to edit thre~ 
quotations of poems from my review of 
Victor Enns ' book (Tough view of life: 
Jimmy Bang, September,1980). 

The quotations are the basis for what 
I say about the book. If they are miss
ing, the reader has no chance to get a 
sense of what the poems are in their own 
right. 

The missing quotations contained ex
amples of humour and gentleness that 
counterbalance the violence that per
vades much of the work in the book. It 
was very important to me-and, I 
assume, to the poet-that the poems pre
sent a view of life that is nasty, all right, 
but not just nasty. 

I hope that the missing pieces were 
edited out for reasons of insufficient 
space on the page. If not, I'm forced to 

infer that the editors found the refer
ences to bodily functions and to physical 
love, objectionable. Or that the editors 
assumed that the readers of the Mirror 
would find these objectionable. 

Well, I have to admit that's right. 
The average Mennonite Mirror reader 

(if there is such a beast) might well have 
choked on his knackzoat and reached 
for a Bible verse upon reading the excis
ed poems. 

But that's a risk the Mirror might 
have to run sometime. If you're a good 
mirror, the reflection will show more 
than successful businessmen or stu
dents or even handicapped people. All of 
these success stories add up to an excess 
of self-congratulation at times. And 
that, if I may say so, is rather un-Menno
nite, or used to be, anyway. 

I don't mean to say that you don't 
take a dare once in a while. You did, 
after all, publish Kathy Martens' article, 
dealing with the ' not-so-golden days at 
the Mennonite Collegiate Institute (MM 
April 1980). That took more guts from 
Ms. Martens than.it did from you, 
but ... anyways (as we used to say). 

A recent letter from one of your corres
pondents urges Martens to be "more ob
jective." I think the opposite. I think 
that the Mennonite shcools and chur
ches have in the past done enormous 
damage to young people. There is not 
room here to go into detail about the 
wrongs (l am tempted to say, "crimes") 
that were done. Nor is it useful for those 
who were damaged to fancy themselves 
eternally as victims. 

But there was grievous hurt. Shall 
there be no response to this? Victor 
Enns' Jimmy Bang Poems rages, Ingrid 
Rimland's novel The Wanderers rages, 
against the ignorance, narrow-minded
ness, unfeelingness of some aspects of 
Mennonite life. 

Should they not? They should. There 
has, in fact, been too much good will~ 
there is, in fact, a war on. We've had too 
much of reasoned analysis, we need 
more embittered impassioned response 
from the disinherited, the escapees from 
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the Bible camps. 
. I know that there is a facile answer to 

what I say, along these lines: if the Men
nonite way is as bad as you say, then 
why don't you just forget about it? No 
one forces you to go to church these 
days. 

manitoba news"·::' 
I have to admit here to feeling expos

ed. For the disinherited, the bad ex
periences were perpetrated by a com
munity to which we once belonged. And 
,many of us have been left with a compul
.sion to somehow explain our position, to 
.make ourselves understood, to demon
strate that injustices were done. 

Even though we know that our words 
will fall on deaf ears. 

There is more to say on the subject. 
The point of all this garbled argument, 
however, is this: the Mirror provides a 
forum for debate of issues . concerning 
contemporary Mennonite life. It is per
haps the only existing avenue for the 
dissidents to speak to the Mennonite 
community. If the dissidents are cen
sored, then that will be the end of that. 
Ralph Friesen, 

Winnipeg 

Editor's Response: 
. No, the Mirror does not want to censor 

Mennonite di,ssidents, and the publica
tion o{.this letter is proof of that. The 
Mirror does, however, want to survive. 
We want to survive so that our particu
lar MennQnite voice can continue to 
sound loud and clear in support of Men
nonite issues that are not normally given 
voice in church papers or in denomina
tional contexts. We will hit hard where 
we can, but we will not snipe cynically 
from ambush; we will champion worthy 
Mennonite causes, but we will not em
b;acefads; we will stand up for truth and 
honesty, but we will not be herded into 
anybody's corral-whether on the left or 
the right. 
. We think we are flexible enough to ac

commodate any responsible Mennonite 
point of view, but we reserve the right to 
determine how far we can afford to 
stretch. 

The Mirror apologizes for finding it 
necessary to delete the quotations from 
the review in question, but we did so for 
reasons that have nothing to do with the 
issues raised in this letter. 

John R. Wiens of Morden has been 
elected as president of the Manitoba 
Teacher'sSociety for 1980-81. Wiens is 
principal of Morden Collegiate and at
tends the Morden Mennonite Brethren 
Church. 

The Canadian Mennonite Bible Col
lege held its official opening for the 
1980-81 academic year on Sunday Sep
tember 21. Featured speaker was Rev. 
Dick Rempel, pastor of the West Ab
botsford Mennonite church. Following 
the opening program the new 24-suite 
student apartment building was dedi
cated and officially opened. Student 
enrollment this year has hit an all-time 
high of 161 full time and 48 part time 
students. There are 12 international 
students at the college. Prof. Waldemar 
Janzen and Professor Helmut Harder 
have returned from sabbatical leave, 
while Prof. Peter Fast has taken a one
year sabbatical leave. 

Ernest and Mary Dyck, together with 
their teen-aged daughters,Linda and 
Cyndi, have recently returned from Kik
wit, Zaire. They were in Zaire under the 
auspices of the' Mennonite Brethren 
Board of Missions and Services for the 
past thirteen years, and have been 
seconded to MEDA for the last six 
years. MEDA has had projects in Zaire 
since 1968. MEDA has been providing 
technical and financial help to Zairian 
farmers, and in the past three 'years 
Ernest has assisted in the development 
of several agricultural marketing co-op
eratives, which show significant poten
tial for assisting area farmers. 

-' John Lohrenz, chairman of Westg~te 
School Board, has a one-year aPPQwt:
ment as a consultant to the Department 
of Education in the area of sqcia;l 
studies. He is on leave of absence frQm 
the St. Vital School Division. 

Elizabeth Heese, Grunthal, Manitob.~, 
begins a 30-month term of servi<;e. in, 
Education in Bolivia. She attendedai~ 
nenberg Bible School in Switzerland an.d 
has a degree in Education from Uni,v,er
sity of Winnipeg. 

Henry Enns, Steinbach, Marutobii,' is 
in Winnipeg with the Handicap Awate
ness Project. He has a B.A. and a Bathe
lor of Social Work degree from the ·Ubi
versity of Manitoba and is now workihg 
toward a Masters in Social Work . . -,'J 

Ron and Pat Boese, Winnipeg, ~h ,a 
two-year term working with young 'of
fenders at Youth Orientation Unit~ "in 
Warburg, Alberta. Ron was a student 'at 
CMBC and Pat earned a Teachers 'Car
tificate , from University of Manitoba. 
Their children are Shaun and Angel!r.~· 

Beverly Dyck, Winkler, on a two-y,ear 
assignment as a receptionist at P~eg
nancy Distress Service in Winnipeg .. :", 
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. Melita Rempel, Winnipeg, a two-year 
assignment to New Orleans, Louisiana, 
working with Louisiana Coalition of 
Jails and Prisons. Melita has a B.A in 
History from University of Manitoba. 

'Ken and Gwen Schlichting, Gretna, 
M~nitoba, a three-year term at Cape 
Croker Indian Reserve, Ontario, in Farm 
Development and Management. Gwen 
hit.s 'an AM.M. degree in Piano Perform
ance, Ken a Bachelor of Theology from 
CMBC. 

Chris Schmidt and Paul Wiebe, 
Wipkler, a two-year assignment in 
Havelock, New Brunswick, as house 
par:ents in a group home for mentally 
ret firded adults. Paul has attended 
CMBC and Chris graduated with a B.A 
in Social Work at Bethel College, Kan
sas. 
: Brian and Mary Anne Hildebrand, 
Winkler , a three-year term in Zambia 
where they will both be teaching. Brian 
at tended CMBC and received a B.A and 
a · Teaching Certificate from University 
of Manitoba, where Mary Anne also 
received her Teaching Certificate. Both 
have taught school in Winkler. Their 
children are Jodi-Lyn and Jeremy. 
. Ray and Eleanor Martens, Winnipeg, 

fOn, two years in Tanzania, Ray as a 
medical doctor. They previously served 
with MCC in E thiopia from 1972-75. 
Ray received his medical degree from 
University of Manitoba. He did two 
years of graduate work in pediatrics. 
E leanor attended MBBC and received a 
registered nursing diploma from St. 
Boniface School of Nursing. Their child
ren are J onathan and Matthew. 

Eric Rempel, Niverville, Manitoba, in 
Native Concerns Office, MCC (Canada) in 
Winnipeg. He will be involved with 
resource development in Native Com
munities as well as filling in for Menno 
Wiebe who is on a study leave. Rempel 
has a degree in Agriculture from Univer
sity of Manitoba. 

MB College: MBBC school opening 
will take a different slant this year. All 
staff members will be speakers at 
various churches on September 21, in 
general acquainting the congregations a 
little more closely with the college and 
its work. Joining the staff on a part-time 
basis are two instructors: James Nikkel, 
an alumnus of MBBC and Manitoba 
home missions director since 1969. 
Presently in a doctoral program at 
Fuller Theological Seminary, Nikkel will 
teach in the area of evangelism and 
church extension. Dr. Lois Edmund, an 
alumnus of CMBC is to teach the intro
ductory psychology course. Helmut 
Harder, of CMBC will instruct in chris
tian education. The latter is under a 
faculty time exchange agreement which 
has Dr. John Regehr of MBBC teaching 
in practical theology at CMBC. 

. Dr. David Augsburger will be the 
speaker and workshop lecturer at Eden 
Mental Health Center on September 27. 
Augsburger, an ordained minister of the 
Mennonite Church is associate professor 
of pastoral care and counselling at Asso
ciated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, 
Elkhart, Indiana, . is the author of 12 
books as well as many feature articles . 
He is well-known as a radio speaker 
whose productions have won four 
awards for creative religious broad
casting. 

Mennonites arrested: Persons of Men
nonite background recently arrested in 
the Soviet Union for their religious ac
tivity, as for example in a Christian 
Publishing House, were: I van Plett, 43, 
Vladimir Keller, 25, Margarita Epp, 32, 
Daniel Peters and his son Henry, and 
Rudolph Klassen. 

A reunion of all immigrants from 
Russia took place at Assiniboia Camp on 
September 14. Guest speakers were 
Reverend Gerhard Friesen, pastor at the 
Central MB Church and Herman Hart
man who is a student at Winnipeg Theo
logical Seminary. He arrived six years 
ago from Russia where he spent seven 
years in prison. 

David Peters of Winnipeg has left for a six 
month term of service in the United States 
with Mennonite Disaster Service. He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter H. Peters and a 
graduate of th e Mennonite Brethren 
Collegiate. 

The Dr. S.S. Toni Fund of Altona this 
year provided $300 for each of three 
students to further their medical 
careers. Initially begun in 1978 to 
honour Dr. Toni on his 40th \lnniversary 
as a general medical practitioner in 
Altona and community, t he fund is 
available to students of medicine, nurs
ing, laboratory or x-ray technology or 
other medically related studies. This 
fund is open for further donations. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Dirks, North 
Kildonan, celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on June 28. 

The largest wheat shipment ever, 5000 
metric tonnes, sent by MCC left t he port 
of Montreal on July 9 for E thiopia. This 
is enough to feed 200,000 families for 
two months. 

Loewen Millwork celebrated 75 years 
of services to Western Canada recently 
with an Open House at it s newly ex-
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panded facilities in Steinbach. The event 
combined the anniversary festivities 
with the grand opening of a 72,000 
square foot expansion to the millwork 
plant. Loewen Millwork had its start as 
a sawmill. Founded by C.T. Loewen in 
1905, the company began selling win
dows and sash as a convenience to its 
customers, and over the years found the 
demand for its quality built products in
creased steadily. The plant in Steinbach 
employs 280 people, making it one of the 
largest single employers in the area. 

A.D. Penner, Steinbach's mayor for 
the past 10 years, announced recently 
that he will not seek re-election to a fifth 
term this fall. Among his major accom
plishments are the Community's new 
pool,greatly-expanded town boundaries 
and an expanded waterworks program 
designed to meet growing needs of the 
community. 
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Little Bo Peep 
eDl Augustaune 
Tachentig 

von Jack Thiessen 
Lewa Roy, 

Joh, Du best enn Russlaund enn setst 
woumaglich enn Alma Ata ouda enn 
Taschkent enn stoppst Die de Backe voll 
Arbuse enn Schisnickworscht enn hast 
Excitement biem Bushel enn etj saul 
Die vom Excitement hiea vetalle. Ex
citement? Na, mie faule drei tjliene Epi
sodes enn, oba daut sent mau aules seha 
flowe Rollkoake. 

Easchtens: Tjieltjeklassik, 
Tweedens: Eine Pischkotajeschicht, 
enn dreddens: W ou daut kaum, daut 

miene Holdelady-Cleaners uttjneepe. 
Na, etj spaId nijch emm Tjieltjeklassik 
wiels etj aundre Rules hab aus de 
measchte aundre. Enn Jintasch-Peeta 
sad, "Vetalle doafst Du, oba Die vetalle 
doafst Du nijch! Enn Mansche vetjiele 
wann D doll woascht, doafst Du uck ni
jch emm Tjieltjeklassik." Na, saj mol, 
waut sent daut fe Rules: doabie haft ein 
opprejtja Mensch doch tjeen Tschens! 
Etj schmeet miene Golf-Totoasch, miene 
Gnutsh, miene Tjielasch enn mien 
Tucksa emm Tjalla nenn enn wea net
jsch. Bett tseowents .enn donn jintj etj 
doch jo Friedensfeld enn flied mie doa 
den Buck voll mett Tjieltje. Worscht, 
Wrenetje enn Borscht. (Brune Jeat-daut 
ess Elmer sien Frind, aud vea Schiewe 
voll enn donn stand'a enn relpst enne 
Fust nenn!) Schnaups gauf 'ett nijch 
wiels Jintasch Peeta sad, "Entwada 
Schnaups ouda Thiesse, obanijch 
beides!" 

Wie haude Spoll. so val aus daut ohne 
Laides jeit, enn meha Spoll aus daut 
mett vale Laide jeft. 

Enn aum nachsten Dach jintj de 
Jeschicht mett dam strieptchen Pisch
kota los. Etj sad emma Stintjkota ouda 
Skunk oba de Noabasch sade, daut wea 
tou fein enn etj sull uck mau ruhig Pisch
kota saje, uch wann etj ein seha 
vanehma Gentleboy sie. 

Aulso, etj sach bie mie oppe Stapp 
twee huptjes Ead enn twee Lajcha
"Stappmies", sad Bella, mien Hund. 
Aulso tozzd etj dree-enntwintig Geloun 
Wota-daut sennt rund nejentlich Lieta
enn nauhm mienen fulen Meddach-

schlop-Champion Tootsa, den Kota. enri 
Bella mett enn uck miene Flint. DeFIint 
enne Fuste, stickst etj de Ammasch 
Wota mettem Fout omm, enn nu rannd 
enn poascht daut Wota doah enn daut 
groute Loch enenn, wahrend Bella dan 
Kopp oppe sied lad nn mett ahre Turig 
fief Zoll smeile deed. Tootsa ratjt siCh 
enn houjend enn muak de Oage tou erin 
lad sich emm Schaute vonnem Amnla 
han. Etj stickst nu den dredden Amma 
Wotaomm. mette Flint at the ready, erin 
nu fong daut emm Loch aun tou bruddie, 
donn tou reatjre, donn schloag de Rich
terwiesa ut enn bleew bie sawen Punkt 
drettien stohne. Enn donn hppad Bella 
lous, enndonn tjreach uck Tootsa daut 
mett'e Huppsfleaje enn Bizzwarm tou
doune enn wajch weare se. Enn woarom? 
Jo; doarom, wiels Pischkota-Esquire vori 
tweschne Been mie die Lempe vo!.!-: 
soddat. Etj leet Betjse enn Schoul;i 
stohne enn lidje, de Traffic oppem Hei: 
wah Niejenennfeftig fuah nu entwadlil: 
hundatenntien ouda fief Miel die Stund
je noch Dreiwasch: Maunslied ouda 
Frumensche, enn etj huppad nu uck lous 
noh de Schopsdrentj enn saId mie 00'
abenne. Nobah Niefeld Hi.d sijch dobbelt 
enn lachd enn sad, "Na, Haunsa, waut 
ess mie dit? Etj docht, Du haut.st Diene 
veabeensche Perfume-Febritj Oskar 
Ajatollah vekofft, enn nu jeit daut 
aulwada lous?" "Komm ein batje noda;'> 
sad etj . "Sou wiet jeit de Nachsteriliebe 
doch nijch," meend he, enn bleef hirijre 
Hatj jajen Wind stohne. . ~ 

Well etj nauhm nu Stock: Betjse enn 
Schouh-Aude- enn Bella enn Tootsa 
moake nu biem Nobah Holidays, bis auf 
weiteres, ouda until further notice, sous 
de Dietsche saje. Enn wann etj ahn tOlif' 
weifele deid enn smeild enn roupt, dreide 
se sich wajch aus wann se saje wuUe~ 
"Wir haben Dich nie gekannt!" 

Ein Ojletj tjemmt seIde aulein. Enn 
sou wear-et dann uck! Oba aum nach
sten Dach wea mien Turn, wiels? Jo, 
wiels daut Sinnowent wea. Bie de 
Nobasch ritjt daut fein no fresche ~ee. 
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o~ck enn no jewijtste Schouh enn noh 
"Prassiesasch enn noh feine Riid. Enn bie 
,inie ritjt daut hoh Kotasch enn ah Frind
'schauft enn ahre Souvenirs. Enn ein bat
ie 'boh Eia enn Spatj enn Alpentjreita . 
• ~ E nn mett einmol biem Ruttjitje aus 

-etj.docht, nu, nu kohme miene Prodigals 
noh Hus wea Nobasch Dusty verr'e Dah. , 
Grout enn jries enn tsultrich jniesad de 
'Donna von einem Hund aus he enn mien 
Garbage Kotlette socht. Enn etj nu 
'nbhm Atjschoup enn noh de Schrout
fliiit. De Dah op etm nu drebbeld he lous. 
'He' wea jrods emm Huppasch-gear aun
'j'ekohme oba de Clotsch wea noch benne 
'atis etj ahm hinje emm Unjabosch de 
'Holtsjebatj enn Huppsfleaje bediesle 
deed. He brelld enn piepad, he juld enn 
~a1d, he schreajch enn he prachad, enn 
h~ koujintjad enn he hinkt enn he 
schwattenn wajch wear'a! 

... . Daut wea auhm Dinjsdach aus 
Nobasch Teddy noh mie kaum. Tiedlich 
enn frintlich-doa wear'a. Yom Hund rad 
wie nijch-etj gauf ahm aulahaund 
Scheenet toum ate, enn vetalld ahm 
pienich waut mie jedreemd haud enn 
donn vonne schmocke Laides enn Bali 
enn von de feine Wroscht enn Dietsch
laund enn von Pracha Tjratjasch Len
nart enn von mien Zure Gurtje- Ret
s-apt enn miene Schata-Meloune-Crop 
'eml von aulahaunt Schenet, doamett 
Teddy blous nijch von sienem Dusty 
mett sienem perforated Hinjarenj aun
fange sullo Enn shure enough, daut jletjt 
mie. Weens etj docht .. .. Mett einmol 
'sird Teddy, "Eia etj goh, wull etj mie 
.noch Dien schmocket Bild enn Schlop
:stow betjitje, doaf etj?" " Shure, " sad 
;etj, enn wosch pienich opp. Drei Minute 
aota wea Teddy wajch, fief Minute Iota 
'kaume miene Holdelady-Cleaners. De 
.sennt woll nijch seha bunt aunjetrocke 
:oba doafah habe se seha bunte Nohmiss: 
:C~clona enn Martyra. De putste enn fea
dele, se weschde enn se wedelde, se sunge 
enn se barschte, enn etj saut enn mien 
Study enn kaum mie Groutsch vea. 

Oba mett einmol word'et em Hus stell, 
stella, donn gaunz stell. Enn donn rozde 
Cyclona enn Martyra rut enn enne Van 
nenn enn wajch weare se! Roupe enn 
froage enn weifle-aules omsonst-. De 
Stoff fluag enn de Reife piepte enn wa
jch weare se! Aulso, mie bleiw nuscht 
awrig enn et jintj nu tjitje enn schneffle 
enn envestigate. Enn waut wea? Joh, 

: ~a!lt wea . . . . Teddy, de hasselja Badel 
. enri Schwienejel haud bie mie manke 
Tjesses emm Bad waut hinjelajcht. Enn 

'weets waut daut wea? Ein opjedatjten 
: Pl~yboy! 

Roy, jrees Elmer enn Russlaund enn 
Pfadja Friese enn Wiense ahren 

: straumen J ung mett dem griechischen 
: Nehme enn saj ahn, wann se Excitement 
' se~tje , dann tjenne se sich de dreedu
: seJ;1d Dola spoare enn bie mie oppem Lit-
tle.Bo Peep Holidays moake! mm 
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U nsere erste 
F amilienreise 

von Lisa Reimer 
Schon monatelang haben wir diese 

Reise geplant, un sere erste Familien
reise, wo alle, auch das Kleinste, mit 
duerfen. Und dieses ist eine weite Reise, 
nach Toronto zu einer Hochzeit und 
auch bis Niagara Falls. 

Die Maedels haben schon sehr die Lan
dkarte studiert und freuen sich, die 
fremden Staedte und Landschaften zu 
sehen. Sie hoffen auch viele Freunde und 
Cousinen zu treffen, und Onkel und 
Tante zu besuchen. Der Hoehepunkt 
wird natuerlich die Hochzeit sein. 

Die drei J ungen planen, woimmer 
moeglich zu baden und zu fischen; von 
Freunden und Verwandten besuchen 
wollen sie nichts wissen, das interessiert 
sie nicht, aber vielleicht einem Ballspiel 
beizuwohnen, oder die C.N.E . zu be
suchen, koennte schon nett sein! 

Der Kleinste hat keine Plaene. Er will 
nur mit, und erinnert jedermann taeglich, 
nur seinen Baer und seinen Ball nicht zu 
vergessen. Er packt sein Koefferchen 
jeden Tag etliche Male ein und aus. 

Mein Mann hat eben einen Zelt
"trailer" gekauft und ist sehr beschaef
tigt, ihn auszustatten mit den noetigen 
Matratzen und Schlafsaecken. Das 
wird ziemlich beengt fuer sieben Per
sonen sein, doch die Bequehmlichkeit ist 
diesmal Nebensache, denn es solI ein 
Abenteuer sein und lustig zugehen . 

Wir wollen "kampen", also muessen 
Kuechengeschirr, Fischgeraet und 
Naehrmittel gepackt werden. Das gibt 
schon eine lange Liste. Die J ungen er
mahnen mich, doch nicht den Ketchup 
und die Erdnussbutter zu vergessen. 
Die Maedels meinen, das Allernotwen
digste sei der Buechsenoeffner! 

Die Nachbarn sind alle so behilflich, 
denn ihnen sieht der ganze Kram etwas 
schwierig aus. Das ist doch zu primitiv, 

so mit einer grossen Familie zu reisen. 
Endlich ist der Tag da und wir ver

sammeln uns alle zum letzten Mal im 
Wohnzimmer. Es ist ein feierlicher Au
genblick. Jedes Kind muss seinen Koffer 
noch einmal nachsehen, ob auch nichts 
vergessen sei. Mein Mann besteht 
darauf! Auch ich muss alles nachsehen. 
J a, alles ist in Ordnung, nichts fehlt, die 
Sonntagskleider und Hosen fuer die 
Hochzeit in Toronto sind alle da. Die 
Koffer werden aufgeladen und wir stei
gen ein. Mein Mann hat seinen eigenen 
Koffer schon frueher aufgeladen. 

Es ist ein sonniger Sommermorgen 
und alle Nachbarn kommen uns eine 
glueckliche Reise zu wuenschen. Hier ist 
noch eine Dose Schokolade fuer die Kin
der und noch etwas Obst. Ob wir auch 
nichts vergessen haben, fragen sie 
besorgt. Mein Mann versichert ihnen 
sehr bestimmet, dass alles in Ordnung 
sei. 

Wie herrlich, als wir endlich den Hoch
weg entlang fahren dem Osten zu. Die 
Kinder lachen und singen. Alle sind in 
hoechst guter Stimmung. Mein Mann 
sieht frisch und jugendlich aus in seinen 
Ledersandalen und kurzen Hosen. 

"Wie gemuetlich diese Kleidung doch 
ist," meint er in grosser Selbstzufrieden
heit. "Schade, dass wir unsere Sonntags
kleider mitnehmen mussten, nur der 
Hochzeit halber!" 

Ein hoeehst sonderbarer Ausdruek 
streift sein Gesicht. Dann stoehnt er: 
"Meine Hosen! Ich habe sie vergessen! 
Sie haengen noch im Schrank! " 

Erschrocken sage ich: "Wir kehren 
um-es sind nul' etliche Meilen! " 

"Nein, niemals! Denk dir doeh, die 
Nachbarn!" 

Wir fahren ohne Hochzeithose dem 
Ostenzu! mm 



Bethel Place \ 
Opens to 
Full House 

Bethel Place, the $4.8 million project 
sponsored by five Mennonite churches 
in Winnipeg held its official opening at 
445 Stafford Street on September 19. 

The complex already enjoys the full 
occupancy of its 140 suites, and has 
about $100,000 left in its fund-raising 
drive. 

Jake Janzen, vice chairman of Bethel 
Mennonite Care Services Inc., unveiled 
oxle of three dedicatory plaques,' tha~ of 
Bethel Place, which reads in part: 
"dedicated to the glory of God and the 
well-being of its residents. With grati
tude to the governments of Canada, 
Manitoba, and Winnipeg, the support
ing Mennonite churches of Bethel, Bur-

rows Bethel, Charles wood, Fort Garry 
and Home Street and all who have given 
of themselves for the establishing of 
Bethel Place. " The plaque also had part 
of a verse of invocation, "Help us all, as 
God's people, to care for the needs of the 
residents and to provide a place of well
being of body and soul at Bethel Place, 
our home." 

Bethel board chairman, John' Martens, 
gave the keynote address and shott 
speeches followed from: federal Minister 
of Employment and Immigration Lloyd 
Axworthy; F.L. Freudenberg. program 
manager, social housing, CMHC; J . 
Frank Johnston, Minister of Economic 
Oevelopment and Tourism and responsi
ble for MHRC; L.R. (Bud) Sherman, 
Minister of Health and Social 'Develop
ment; and Mayor of Winnipeg, William 
Norrie. Remarks by Harold Funk, 
associate architect for the project, C.N. 
Friesen, project co-ordinator and Vic 
Heinrichs, architect of Robinson and 
Heinrichs, Toronto, also followed. 

A tour of Bethel Place was a highlight. 
Visitors saw how the churches make up 
the difference in cost for those things 
where quality beyond that covered by 
government grants was required. These 
extra funds showed up in better quality 
of carpeting and substantial oak furni
ture; vi,sitors approved. A fireplace in 
the dining room, the trees in the court
yard came from money donated by in
dividuals or groups. 

Day to day programs at Bethel Place 
are now in the hands of Margaret 

Marten~, a half-time program director 
and counsellor, and Esther Peters:,·~ 
half-time ~ program worker whose )~
terest is in recreational, educational and 
craft activity; while George Kroekef,:-a 
teacher, fills the half-time position of Ild~ 
ministrator. Caretakers who made ' the 
five story building spotless for its p~blic 
debut are Jake and Mary Wiebe. . ':. \ 

While amenities at Bethel Place" ~p 
excellent, there still are some missi;ig 
touches. Wooden pegs for towels, ~tc. 
are need in the ante room of the saup.~ . 
Shelves needed to be stocked with mo e 
books and ~ames, while more pl~n~s 
could move into the solarium. Facilitje~s 
in wheelchair suites are good, but ~q~t I 
perfect. . .... . 

In general , though, the complex is atfr.aQ
tive and comfortable and the residents ' foR
preciate the facilities available to them,. , 

\By Hilda M!,l);:stro 

; . ,~. 

In Gretna, Manitoba: Service Station/Garage 
2 man operation. Bldg. 30' x 60' x 24' x 40Y -

Insulated, fully equipped. . "';~' 

III BORDER REAL ESTATE LTD • .. ',' 
Box 278, Altona, Manitoba 
Ph. 1-324-8343 

I h 

" j~ 

business and professional di~ectory . '. 

Altlty n~~fl 'tJfltlc~fln, B.A., L.LB. 

OLIVER & DERKSEN 
. LAW OFFICES 

4JJ STRADBROOK AVE. 
AT OSBORNE 

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 
RJL OJ7 

• 
PH. 453-6347 

• 

Winnipeg Building & , 
Decorating (1968) Ltd~ 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS ====== 

• A COMPLETE REMODELLING SERVICE • 

. DONALD T. MacANGUS - HENRY THIESSEN 

56 Ellen St., Winnipeg, Man. - ~42-6121 

VICTOR · F. JANZEN, B.A. . LL:J~ 
. ~. 

Announces the commencement of his Professional Pract ice:;: 
Effective June 26. 19~O under the style of ';'" 
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Bethel Place 
Opens to 
Full House 

Bethel Place, the $4.8 million project 
sponsored by five Mennonite churches 
in Winnipeg held its official opening at 
445 Stafford Street on September 19. 

The complex already enjoys the full 
occupancy of its 140 suites, and has 
abou-t $100,000 left in its fund-raising 
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Jake Janzen, vice chairman of Bethel 
Mennonite Care Services Inc., unveiled 
one of three dedicatory plaques, ' that of 
Bethel Place, which reads in part: 
"dedicated to the glory of God and the 
well-being of its residents. With grati
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Manitoba, and Winnipeg, the support
ing Mennonite churches of Bethel, Bur-

rows Bethel, Charleswood, Fort Garry 
and Home Street and all who have given 
of themselves for the establishing of 
Bethel Place. " The plaque also had part 
of a verse of invocation, " Help us all, as 
God's people, to care for t he needs of the 
residents and to provide a place of well
being of body and soul at Bethel Place, 
our home." 

Bethel board chairman, John Martens, 
gave the keynote address and short 
speeches followed from: federal Minister 
of Employment and Immigration Lloyd 
Axworthy; F.L. Freudenberg, program 
manager, social housing, CMHC; J . 
Frank Johnston, Minister of Economic 
Oevelopment and Tourism and responsi
ble for MHRC; L.R. (Bud) Sherman, 
Minister of Health and Social Develop
ment; and Mayor of Winnipeg, William 
Norrie. Remarks by Harold Funk, 
associate architect for the project, C.N. 
Friesen, project co-ordinator and Vic 
Heinrichs, architect of Robinson and 
Heinrichs, Toronto, also followed. 

A tour of Bethel Place was a highlight. 
Visitors saw how the churches make up 
the difference in cost for those things 
where quality beyond that covered by 
government grants was required. These 
extra funds showed up in better quality 
of carpeting and substantial oak furni- . 
ture; visitors approved. A fireplace in 
the dining room, the t rees in the court
yard came from money donated by in
dividuals or groups. 

Day to day programs at Bethel Place 
are now in the hands of Margaret 

Martens, a half-time program director 
and counsellor, and Esther Peters" a 
half-time program worker whose " ,i~
terest is in recreational, educational iuid 
craft activity, while George Kroek~r, : ~ 
teacher, fills the half-time position orad
ministrator. Caretakers who made ' the 
five story building spotless for its p~~Iic 
debut are Jake and Mary Wiebe. " 

While amenities at Bethel Place ' ~~ 
excellent, there still are some missi;ig 
touches. Wooden pegs for towels, e,t c. 
are need in the ante room of the sauna. 
Shelves needed to be stocked with rr;,oJ;e 
books and $ames, while more pl l!nts 
could move into the solarium. Faciliti~s 
in wheelchair suites are good, but ·l].o.t 
perfect, '.· 

In general, though, the complex is atir,a~· 
tive and comfortable and the residents ' .ap
preciate the facilities available to them. " 
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:·our word 
: MENNONITES DO HAVE A PLACE IN 
: FOLKLORAMA: A WITNESS THAT BEGINS WITH A 
: LIFESTYLE 
, The question of whether there ought to be a Mennonite 
: pavilion in Folklorama '80 was answered negatively in an 
· editorial by Harold Jantz in the August 29 edition of the MB 
: Herald in which he says that such a pavilion "confuses our 
· witness." 
· It has been previously reported in the Mirror that the 
· organizers of the pavilion should have articulated much more 
· clearly what they wanted to do; if anything made the Men
: nonite witness confusing it was this inadequate articulation 
of purpose. 

But an important aspect of the issue is whether being Men
nonite is a matter of religion, of ethnic identity, or both. Mr. 
Jantz in his editorial defines it in this way: "To be a Men
nonite Christian is to embrace Christ and to be part of a liv
ing fellowship in him. It is to identify with a church stream 
which has chosen a vision of the church as a covenant fellow
ship, which has definedi,ne Christian life as a way of disciple
ship with Christ as its Saviour and leader. It is to be part of a 
faith community which seeks to have a peace witness in a 
world of conflict and war. It means to choose a way of sacri

: fice and service in a world which idealizes power and posses-
: sions." 

What is overlooked throughout the Herald editorial is the 
: fact that the above definition does not preclude an ethnic 
: quality. While it is true that as a religious people Mennonites 
: can accept the above definition, it is also true that their ex
: periences in history has also given them characteristics of an 
: ethnic group: Mennonites banded together initially, they 
:then moved to new countries in groups, they acquired 
:customsl traditions/foods along the way, and came to 
:Canada with all this history as part of their makeup. In 
:Manitoba they lived more like an ethnic group than in any 
other place in their history, and it is only in recent years the 
Mennonites have begun to emphasize the religious at the ex
pense of the ethnic. 

Mennonites are not the only participants in Folklorama 
caught up in the religious-ethnic tension. Consider the 
Jewish pavilion: where does ethnicity stop and religion begin 
for these people? If anything the organizers of this pavilion 
:were even more religious than the Mennonites-the Jewish 
pavilion announced it would close for the sabbath. 
· To deny the ethnic quality of being MennOllite, especially 
·in Manitoba, is to force people to deny their previous histor
·ical experience without replacing it with anything, and it is 
:to deny all the people of Manitoba an appreciation of the in
'volvement of an easily identifiable group in the development 
of t he province. 
: But in establishing a Mennonite pavilion, one must not 
stop at the Dutch/German/Russian elements. It must be 
made clear that these are only one part of the experience. It 
must be made clear that Mennonites are continually reformu
lating what it means to live in an Anabaptist way of life in a 
complex world. Accordingly it means that such a pavilion 
must show that Manitoba Mennonites are not necessarily 
typical. 
: To say that Mennonites from other countries would be con
fu!!ed by what they saw in a Mennonite pavilion is unfair, 
alt,hough this observation might well be true to the 1980 ver
sion. If, for example, the Mennonite pavilion emphasized 
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that as a faith community it "seeks to have a peace 
witness ... to choose a way of sacrifice and service" there 
would have been at least two elements that any Mennonite 
would recognize. 

But if Mennonites present a confusing picture to the world 
it also arises from the fact that there are many Mennonites 
who are confused themselves about what it means to be Men
nonite. Mennonite Brethren, for example, are one constituen
cy of the Mennonite tradition that is least likely to partici
pate in inter-Mennonite activities and at the same time it is 
most likely to get its theological orientation from non
Mennonite streams. This is also evident from Mr. Jantz's 
definition quoted earlier in that most of it is a description 
that would fit any evangelical Christian. . 

A Mennonite pavilion need not ignore the religious aspect 
of being Mennonite, but it must show that being a Men
nonite Christian does affect the way such a person lives in a 
secular society. In other words, having chosen to be a Men
nonite Christian, there follow from that choice a range of 
things which find expression in culture and lifestyle, so that 
the witness begins with the way Christianity is expressed in 
the community and not with the evangelical Christian's 
question of whether or not a person is saved. Surely there is a 
place in the Mennonite witness for this type of approach. 

The tragedy in the religious/ethnic debate is the fact that 
Mennonites in large part have not maintained a Christian 
witness that is distinctively and unambiguously Mennonite. 
Mennonite Brethren, for example, are far more ready to be in
flUEinced by the ideas of any evangelical thinker than they 
are ready to be influenced by those seeking to formulate Ana
baptist principles for the 20th century. Somehow the latter is 
suspected as being less Christian. 

Last month Harry Loewen wrote the editorial on this page 
in which he reminds us that the 16th century Anabaptists 
were described as "radical" and " left wing" in terms of the 
way they applied the gospel in their society. He goes on to 
say that "Mennonites today must once again be 'radical' and 
'left-wing' with regard to present world systems, idelogies, 
institutions, values, and life styles. . . . A Mennonite must 
always be on the side of justice, love, and peace wherever 
these principles are denied, threatened, or violated." 

To be on the side of justice, love, and peace is as radical to
day as it was 400 years ago. Indeed, even among Mennonites 
the Mennonite Christian who advocates the application of 
these concepts to the workplace, for example, is too often 
branded by his own people as a socialist, or worse a com
munist, because such concepts place an obligation on the 
employer to play fair. 

Rather than confusing the Mennonite witness, a pavilion 
can illustrate clearly what this Christ ian alternative means. 
A Mennonite Christian stands apart not only from the world, 
but also from the mainstream of Christianity, including fun
damental evangelical Christianity. (It could be argued that 
Mennonite alignment with the latter confuses our witness 
just as much as participation in a secular ethnic festival.) 

If a Mennonite pavilion should not be part of an ethnic 
festival it should be a rejection based on the fact that the life
style we represent is too radical, and not because Mennonites 
mayor may not have the characteristics of an ethnic group. 

-EdUnrau 
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CpAjr's 
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• 
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