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FLORIDA PINE 
TO PALM TOUR 
18 Days 
Highlights of this tour include Daytona 
BeaCh, Orlando, Cypress Gardens, a 
three night stay in Fori Lauderdale 
and a two nights stay in Tampa, where 
you will see the world famous Busch 
Gardens. 
January 18th March 21st 
February 8th August 9th 
March 7th 

BAHAMAS 
FLORIDA TOUR 
20 DAYS 
The many highlights of this 
Florida tour will also inctude 
an ocean cruise . aboard the 
S.S. Emerald Seas which will 
sail to the Bahamas. 
February 21st March 13th 

sw. 
~\fj. Call about 

special bargains 
to Florida 

and California 

• 
CALIFORNIA & 
ARIZONA TOUR 
20 DAYS 
We travel via Salt Lake 
City to Las Vegas and 
Anaheim, California, the 
home of Disneyland. This 
tour also includes a 
memorable three nights 
in San Diego, and also 
two nights in Tucson, 
Arizona. 
January 25th 

February 15th 

DON'T DELAY, PLAN YOUR 
WINTER VACATION NOW 

TEXAS, NEW 
ORLEANS TOUR 

21 DAYS 
You will spend two wonderful 
nights in New Orleans, Rockport 
and Brownsville. There will also 
be a three night stay in San 
Antonio, Texas. 
February 29th March 28th 
October 24th 

SAN DIEGO, SAN ~ 
FRANCISCO TOUR 'iii 
21 DAYS 
Highlights of this tour include Las 
Vegas, Anaheim, (and Disneyland) 
and a two night stay in San Francisco. 
As th is tour returns via the Canadian 
route y O(J will also see the dazzling 
splendour of Glacier National Park 
and Banff. 
March 11th July 15th 
October 14th 

*ESCORTED and CAREFREE* 
Complete Package Tours include: 
Transportation via Luxurious Motorcoach for entire Sightseeing Tour. Professional Tour 
Drivers and Hosts (or Hostesses); First Class Hotels; Bell Boys plus interesting side 
Tours. 

Ocean Cruise & Ferry Crossing Where Applicable 

CIRCLE TOURS LTD. PH. 775-8046 OR 
SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 
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WESTGATE 

W.M .C. 

December and January 
at a glance. 

December 2 - We stqate CinistnlCls 
Conccrt 

- Fi rst M ellnon ite Ch urch 

December 13 - A Christ 111m Madriqai 

December 21 -- Westqate ChristmCls 
Banquet 

January 25 - E!ld of S e mE'ste r J 

January 28-February 1 

- Intertenn 

Westgate 
Mennonite 
Collegiate 

775-7111 

To teach the whole counsel of God takes many kinds 
of preparation. 
We believe we have it all under one roof. 

RIchard V. P.ttenon, Ph.D. Rubert D. Cul_. Th.D. WIII'-.nI R. Ek .... or.t. TIt.D. Job" F",.ler, M.D. 
Deal'l PaslOfal STudies Theology EIllies . 
Chrisban Educ~llon Theolog~ Pastoral Cou~~ell il'lg 

Be" Hard.r, Ph.D. (Cand.) G.ry V. Spdtl>, Ph..D. Staph"" B. Woodward, Ph.D. Unci. C.nndl. Ed.D. 
Hisloric~J Studies Old TestamenT Ne .... TUIIIll1<!nl Chrishan EducaTion 

Kenn.tt .. G. H ... ".. n .D. 
Prnldenl. 
CommunicaTion. 

O."'d u..ycky. PIt.D. (Cand.) 
New TnI/lmenl 

The faculty of Winnipeg Seminary represents diverse educational and 
experiential backgrounds . And, what's more , they're all dedicated to 
the job of rightly dividing the Word of Truth in preparing you to teach 
others also. 

For additional information. please write : 
Henry B. Esau 
WINNIPEG SEMINARY 
Otterburne. Manitoba ROA IGO 

Offering: Master of Divinity. Master of Arts. Master of Theology. 
Master of Ministry. Certificate. of Theological Studies. 

( Mirror mix-up) 

DAISE M;E.R.RY 

I a I I I C.~~'STMAS 
DOARE 

I I n I 
CLANED 

1IIICO 
VANDET 

I I I I I n 
TILSEN 

[) I I (1 TO AL-L 

Too 

Many people find the 
Chrislmas 5pirlt in 

= 
Entries to the November Mix-Up im

proved and after all the letters stopped 
coming into the mail box, Jake Neufeld, 
Cambridge Street, Winnipeg, was pick
ed the winner. 

Answers for the November puzzle are 
alms, relief, donate, dearth, starve, and 
fair share. 

The letters are to be re-arranged and 
written in the squares to form words. 
Letters which fall into the squares with 
circles within them are to be arranged to 
complete the answer at the bottom of 
the puzzle. 

A winner will be drawn at random 
from among the correct entries and a 
prize will be awarded. 

Entries must be sent to the Mirror of
fice by December 19, 1979. 

Name 
Address 
Town/City 
PostaICode ____________________ _ 

Send entries to: 
Mix-Up Contest 
Mennonite Mirror 
203 - 818 Portage A venue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 
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Schauen 
Sie mal wieder 
Rhein ... 

... oder Neckar, Elbe, Mosel und all die anderen FIOsse an . Die Wasser fliessen 
fast noch wie in alten Zeiten. Auch die Burgen und Schlosser am Strom trotzen 
wie frO her dem Zahn der Zeit. Aber einige Dorfer haben sich zu Stadten 
gemausert. Und manche Stadt ist Ober sich hinausgewachsen . 
Mit Lufthansa's niedrigem Vorverkaufstarif APEX konnen Sie preiswert nach 
Frankfurt, Koln , Hamburg, Bremen, Hannover, Dusseldorf, Munchen, Nurnberg, 
Saarbrucken oder Stuttgart flieg en. Fragen Sie Ih r Reisebu ro nach den 
genauen Bedingungen. 

Lufthansa German Airlines 
1108-211 Portage Avenue • Winnipeg R3B 2A2 • Tel. 942·3163 

.. 



.• ----.......... ~ '''3' lill c 
HOME CENTRE 

807 McLeod Ave., 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R2G OY4 

Ph. (204) 667-8686 

The Finest in Bathroom Fixtures - Plumbing -
Electrical Appliances - G.E. Jenn-Air 
Air Conditioning - Newtone Central Vacuum Systems 

Building Your Tax 
Shelter The plan 

that earns 
interest and 
builds for you. 

The plan 
that 
saves money 
for your own 
home. 

The plan 
that's 
tax deductible. 

The people 
~""f9-9~ with 

the plans 
of a lifetime. 

"'Trusteed by Co-operative TruS1 Company of Canada 

Crosstown Credit Union Limited 
1250 Portage Ave. 
171 Donald St. 
1110 Henderson Hwy. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

783-7081 
947-1243 
338-0365 

• SERVING THE MENNONITE PEOPLE OF MANITOBA • ~ ______________________________________________ ~_~. _________ J 
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HOME 
DECORATING 
is made beautifully easy at "DeFehr's" 

• Come in and see our fine 
displays and take advantage 
of our low prices. 

• Furniture & Furnishings 
• Major & Small Appliances 
• Stereo & Television Sets 
• Power Garden Equipment 
• Farm & Household Supplies 

c. fi. DeFehr & Sons . 
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES 

WINNIPEG, MAN. REGINA, SASK. SASKATOON, SASK. CALGARY, ALTA. EDMONTON, ALTA. 
78 Princess St. 1202 Osler St. 261 • 1 st Ave. N. 402 • 11th Ave. SE 10970 • 84th St. 
1750 Ellice Ave. 9049-63rd Ave . 

. 

SERVING WESTERN CANADA FOR 54 YEARS! 
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German publication still a 
link, binding diverse 
readership 
by Mary M. Enns 

Three years ago in Kitchener, Ontario, 
the MB Conference celebrated a century 
of uninterrupted publication of the Men
nonitische Rundschau. 

Begun in 1877 by John ' F. Funk in 
Scdttdale, Pennsylvania, its purpose 
was "to serve the newly-established 
communities in the Prairie States and in 
Canada". It began as a four-page publi
cation in 1883 for readers in Europe and 
Asia. "Today", says Abe Schellenberg, 
newly appointed editor of the Rund
schau, "this channel of communication 
on a national scale has broadened and 
become a link between people of Canada, 
U.S., Germany, Brazil and Paraguay. 
Umsiedler in Germany receive it free of 
charge for the first year. We have our 
agent there." Within Canada it has pro
ven itself a steadfast link between chur
ches as well as between individual sub
scribers. Most of the subscribers are in 
Canada. "The Rundschau is thevehic1e 
for the dispensing of information also on 

missionary and MCC activities. " 
To the question, is the Rundschau a 

German version of the Herald, Mr. 
Schellenberg answers "No. It is the Ger
man paper of the conference. The 
younger and middle-aged people, those 
in colleges and active in churches, read 
the. Herald. The MR addresses itself to 
older people; its material is geared 
toward their interests. It would seem 
that to these readers the sections of 
general interest and greatest signifi
cance are the church reports; the bap
tisms, the silver· and golden anniver
saries and the obituary reports of their 

' peers. Then, the paper's devotional 
aspect is of considerable value." 

"As far as content and goal are con
cerned the General Conference Bote and 
the Rundschau are parallel papers. 
However, the Rundschau is heavily 
devotional and apocalyptic, whereas the 
Bote likes to delve into discussion of political 
problems, literature and historical Men
nonitism. There is a free exchange of ideas, 

articles and pjctures between the two papers. 
We also have an exchange with other papers 
such as the Courier, and' Mennonite Mi,.. 
ror, and papers from U.S.A., Europe and 
South America." . 

The Rundschau was first published in 
Canada in 1923 under the leadership of 
Hermann Neufeld. He was succeeded as 
editor in 1945 by H.F. IQassen.In 1966 
Eric Ratzlaff became the Rundschau's 
first full-time editor. During Ratzlaff's 
13-year tenure the publication changed 
in format to become a stapled magazine 
with better quality paper-more easily 
readable. 

In August of this year Abe Schellen
berg became the Rundschau's eleventh 
editor, again on a full:time basis, He is a 
man who, while he is completely open to 
contemporary thought ' on most issues, 
has enough experience and heart to be 
the man of the hour for the older readers 
of a periodical such as this. Years of in
tense involvement in church work, 
pastoral care and teaching, stand him in 
good stead here. 

Schellenberg left Russia in 1923, lived 
in Germany until 1928 and then came to -
Canada. Sandwiched between years of 
hard work were his studies. Eventually 
he acquired a master's degree in German 
and a bachelor's in education from the 
University of British Columbia. In total 
he ~aught school for 26 years and then 
worked as a librarian at KelVin High, 
probably Winnipeg's largest high school 
library, for 10 years. Always an avid 
reader of books, Schellenberg now finds 
it necessary to keep up with numerous 
international publications. With quiet 
satisfaction he states: "I am busier now 
than when I was teachjng or at work in 
the library. I am grateful for the. support 
of my family." Abe and his wife. Anne; a 
former teacher, have four daughters. 

Asked why he would leave a profes
sionas successful as his to take on the 
editorial duties of a paper that has pro
bably no more than another 10 years of 
publication to look forward to, Schellen
berg says: "I would have retired from 
full-time professional work in any case. 
Other than that, writing has always held 
some fascination for me. I have long lov-
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ed the German language and literature. 
I took pleasure in committing to 
memory the poetry of Goethe-in my 
opinion the greatest poet-Schiller, 
Gerok, Heine, and the Bible. Then, too, I 
believe there is a purpose for the Menno
nitische Rundschau. I hope we can 
serve as a link between the immediate 
past and the immediate future. A group 
of people such as the Mennonites cannot 
make the transition from one language 
to another without suffering a consider
able loss in heritage, unity, tradition, 
and above all in selbstbewustsein (self
confidence). I think we should make 
every effort to minimize this loss. Here's 
where the MR can serve a sort of rear
guard action, calling back to those who 
are fading away behind us in the 
distance and at the same time carefully 
watching those in the vanguard." 

Schellenberg feels that the readers of 
the Rundschau should be more respon
sive to and critical of the contents of the 
paper. He feels too that efforts should be 
made to include items and materials 
that appeal to young people and even to 
children. The focus has been on 
retrospection and introspection with 
very little if any prospective activity. 
Though he has no immediate plans for 
change in the paper, the new editor 
would like to call attention to social con
ditions like refugee problems, schools, 
famine. He is projecting articles on con
temporary topics and some on nature 
themes and observations. 

And wherein lie the strengths of the 
MR? For one thing, there has been un
grudging conference support. Though 
the subscriber list has dwindled from 
7400 in 1957 to 4300 today, these 
readers are loyal supporters. Some good, 
solid writing has gone in~o the Rund
schau in the past. Schellenberg would 
like to encourage journalism but the dif
ficulty is that there are few young peo
ple involved. "Our material comes in 
almost totally unsolicited. The people 
who are submitting biographical and 
autobiographical content are those who 
were 30-40 years old when they exper
ienced hardships during The Second 
World War. While much of this is ex
cellent material and should be published 
and preserved, this is hardly feasible in 
our paper because it is just too small. To 
publish a book privately is too costly, for 
when it comes right down to it Men
nonites are slow to buy books." 

As to the future of the Mennonitische 
Rundschau, Mr. Schellenberg feels that 
though he projects another ten good 
years for this publication "it might well 
keep going as long as we have German
speaking Mennonites." mm 
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SPECIAL 
CHRISTMAS GIFT OFFER 

~ MENNONITE 
of the '" MIRROR 

Help someone who isn't receiving the Mirror 
to become acquainted with this popular 
magazine. 

Subscribers to the MM can order gift subscriptions for Christmas at a 
special one-half price by using the coupon below. The usual rate for 
one year is $6 and for two years it's $11 . 
When you use the coupon you can order a one year subscription for 
$3 and a two-year subscription for $5 .50 . This reduction applies to 
each subscription that you order. This offer is good only for paid-up 
subscribers and senior citizens. 
If you are not a paid-up subscriber or senior citizen, enclose a 
subscription payment for yourself at the regular rate and. use the 
coupon to order gift subscriptions at the special rate . 
A card will be sent to each person for whom you order a gift 
subscription to inform them of your gift. 

Act now at this unusual rate 
1-----------------------------

SPECIAL RATE COUPON I I. 

Worth $3 off each $6 gift subscription and $5.50 off each $11 gift subscription . 
Please enclose this coupon with order. 

yourname ______________________________________________ _ 

Address ------------____________________________________ __ 

City/ town __________________________ Postal Code _____ __ 

Please send a gift subscription to: 

Name -------------------------~------------------

Address _________________________________________ __ 

City/ town __________ ____ ____________ Postal Code --------

Name ------------- --------- -------.--------------_ 

Address ________________________________________________ _ 

City / town ______________________________ Postal Code ______ _ 

I am a current subscriber or senior citizen ____________ _ 
I enclose $6 (for one year) or 11 (for two years) for my own subscrip
tion ------------



The view from the 
pew: II 
when a s tranger 
comes to worship 

Elmwood: cool beginnings, warm 
endings 

The impressive facade of the Elmwood centre. I think our forefathers would be 
Mennonite Brethren Church on Hender- pleased to see that we still cherish the 
son Highway just north of the Disraeli simple faith that is our heritage. 
Freeway, is easy to locate for any new- Aloofness and dignity is what many of 
comer to the area looking for a large us have come to associate with the MB 
Mennonite church to join. Situated near church and the usher who showed me a 
the MBCI and MBBC, it is part of a seat and handed me a bullet in didn' t 
large complex covering the entire block. change that impression. But no sooner 

The simplicity characteristic of most was I seated then my neighbour on my 
of our Mennonite churches is evident in left greeted me, gave her name and 
the design of this one also, but the welcomed me. What a heartwarming 
spacious foyer and richly furnished in- thing to do! 
terior bespeak loving donations by The choir and congregational singing 
many members. were tremendous! The choir sang with 

This day, October 14th, was the 25th real joy and their enthusiasm was infec
anniversary of the church at their pre- tious. I was again impressed by the fact 
sent site and a special progra of that the choir leader was an enthusiastic 
celebration was planned for the evening. and obviously talented woman. It 'used 
Before this building was erected the con- to be alright for a woman to lead the 
gregation met at what was then known ehildrens ' and junior choirs, but the top 
as the North End church. job used to be reserved for the men so 

This morning was also the day the it 's good to see that " the times they are 
church was celebrating Thanksgiving ' a changLn'." 
and the platform was covered with a This church too is a busy active "com
sumptuous display of vegetables, fruit , munity" with much to offer for all ages. 
pumpkins and even a replica of a grain Missions and Bible study groups are 
elevator. On a table just below this array stressed as well as the support for the 
of Manitoba's harvest was a simple collegiate and college so closely asso
display of crossed wheat sheaves, a loaf ciated with Elmwood. 
of bread in front of one side, some buns The children' s story by Wm. 
on the other and an open Bible in the Schroeder was the story of our heritage 

and was told so well it will remain with 
all who heard it for a long time. I'm sure. i 
There were tears of poignant memory in 
th,e eyes of many of the white-haired 
members present as they relived those 
years of horror in Russia. 

Mr. Schroeder told the children about 
how the Mennonites finally arrived in 
Russia during the 1800's after terrible 
persecution and there they were given a 
promise in gold ink that they would be 
allowed to live in peace forever. Then 
came the Revolution. killings and the 
burning of villages, and finally a plea to 
the Canadian Mennonites to send money 
and food and passage to Canada or they 
would all die. He likened their plight to 
the "boat people" and to the refugees 
being sponsored by our churches. The 
Mennonites in Canada had no money 
but their leader, Mr. David Toews. a 
man of great faith and courage, pledged 
two million dollars to bring the refugees 
to safety. 

On July 21st, 1923. the first trainload 
of refugees was due to arrive in 
Rosthern, Sask. and all the townspeople 
had come to the station to see this great 
event. When the train pulled in and 
about a thousand weary, anxious immi
grants were finally on Canadian soil. Mr. 
Toews welcomed them. prayed, and 
then all sang together, Nun Danket aile 
Gott and Lobet den Herro. Though in 
later years there were occasional mis
understandings, there has always been 
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this basic kinship of shared faith. 
The story was followed by the choir 

singing Lobet den Herro and then the 
message was brought by the pastor, 
Rev. P.R. Toews whose entire family 
died during that same revolution. He 
spoke on "Reflections on Thanksgiving 
Day", reiterating the need for us to hold 
onto our values in order to be effective 
witnesses for God. He elicited a hearty 
response from his congregation when, 
after a rousing , hymn of thanks to God 
from the choir, he asked them '''What do 
you say?" and they shouted "Amen!" 

The closing hymn. Now Thank We All 
'our God had a special meaning after Mr. 
Schroeder's story and seemed to be sung 
with special fervor. The service was over 
and, walking out into the sunshine, I felt 
it truly was a day to be thankful for. 

- A middle-aged person 

The following are supporters of the Men
nonite Literary Society Inc., the non
profit organization which publishes the 
Mennonite Mirror. 

Donors: 

Rudolf W. Dyck, Kroeker Seeds, P.J. 
Reimer, City Press, Dr. Peter Vogt, Mrs. 
Gerhard Wiens, Madeline and Walter 
Kroeker and Dr. R.F. Friesen. 

I " Sustaining members: 
H.W. Redekopp, D.H. Epp, Loewen 
Millwork, Dr. B.B. Fast, A.J. Wiens, and 
R.H. Vogt. 

Patrons: 

Dr. C.W. Wiebe 

Benefactors: 

A.J. Thiessen, Dr. David Friesen, 
Monarch Industries Ltd., Triple E Mfg. 

Elmwood: positive aspects make 
good impression 

On Sunday, October 14th, I visited 
the Elmwood Mennonite Brethren 
Church and participated in a service 
there. As it happened, I was to witness 
the Thanksgiving day service and, as 
custom dictated, the sizeable congrega
tion was treated to a bountiful display of 
nature;s yield, colorfully arrayed at the 
front of the church. From my vantage 
point in the balcony, I surveyed a bright 
new church occupied by a congregation 
which found healthy representation 
from all age groups. 

The service began with the reading of 
three separate Thanksgiving prayers, 
when I felt that one might h;iVe suffic
ed. The Thanksgiving theme is not one 
which lends itself to a variety of inter
pretations, so naturally each speaker 
could hardly fail to fall victim to redun-
dancy. ' 

The sermon on the other hand, could 
scarcely be termed repetitive. Entitled 
Reflections on Thanksgiving Day, its 
scope encompassed the themes of 
"changing values", "the necessity of 
faith" and the traditional thanksgiving 
day themes. These central themes, 
together with the minor and ancillary 
ones were juggled throughout with a 
flourish. Insightful remarks were liberal
ly sprinkled throughout and it all made 
for an impressive show. However, 
despite a polished delivery and evidence 
of careful preparation, the sermon did 
not have a unity or internal logic which 
was self-evident. I felt that perhaps the 
pastor had simply introduced too many 

themes to be able to impart a single 
forceful message. - ~, 

For me the highlight of the service 
was the lesson given to the childre,n sit
ting in the front severaL peWs. The 
thanksgiving theme was related to the 
emigration of Mennonites to Canada. 
The storyteller asked the children topic
ture the scenes of celebration as the first 
trainloads of Mennonites from Russia 
were received by welcoming committees 
composed of Mennonites who had 
already immigrated. I found myself pic
turing that scene, and felt at the same 
time a sense of history and my own 
spiritual heritage which I have seldom 
felt in any of our Mennonite churches. 

In addition to this story, I also en
joyed the hymns, sung heartily by the 
congregation and choir, which were in
spirational tributes to God and his gifts. 
Again I was impressed by the wealth of 
announcements and events filling the 
pages of the program. The church seem
ed to offer activities for everyon ,These 
last several observations, particularily 
the inclusion of the children in the ser
vice, summarize the most positive 
aspects of the service at r~lmwood Men
nonite Brethren. mm 

- by a young person 

SHREWD REASON 
Terry was offered a three-month paid 

vacation by his boss. He turned it down. 
Asked why, he ' replied: "For two 

reasons. First, if I'm gone that long, the 
company might suffer. And econd, it 
might not." 

.... .. " ...... ~~~~~~~~~"'i~~~ ~ 
~ • "J!:2':)Q.PQ:'ll:?tI.l2'U;;')J!:2':)Q.PQ.P#l2~..:z.91\i2J~ 

Seasons Greetings " : 
and 

Best Wishes for the New Year 

from 

Riediger's Supermarket Ltd. 

188 Isabel St. Winnipeg, Man. ~~n~ ~7~.2451~d 
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Four candles of Advent 
set stage for Christmas 

by Mary M. Enns 
The old fashioned Advent wreath has, 

in the past decade, come into its own 
rightful place in our home. Just when 
the crass commercialism of Christmas 
threatened to take over, th~ significance 
of the four candles of Advent became a 
tempering component. It stands in the 
heart of our home as a symbol of what 
we hold sacred in this loveliest of all 
seasons-Christmas. the month of 
December begins and ends in our family 
with festive occasions of sharing love 
and goodwill with friends and neigh
bours. 

A year ago our church began the Ad
vent season by celebrating it as a church 
family. Songs old and new and the soft 
glow of the first candle of Advent set; the 
tone for the evening of spiritual festiv
ity. My part in the evening was a col
lected reading on the significance of the 
four candles on the Advent wreath. Here 
it is: 

The celebration of Advent dates back 
ot the end of the fifth century. It stems 
from the Latin "the coming" and is the 
ecclesiastical season of preparation for 
the festival of Christmas. It is the period 
of the year beginning with the fourth 
Sunday before Christmas during which 
Christians prepare for the coming light, 
the Christ. 

The first candle is the candle of pro
mise reminding us that God promised to 
send his son Jesus. Long ago the pro
phet Isaiah spoke these words of pro
mise about Jesus to God's people. "For 
unto us a child is born, to us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon 
His shoulder; and His name shall be call
ed Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." 
People joyfully celebrate Christmas 
because God gave the world His own 
son, the first Christmas gift. 

We light the second candle of Advent, 
the candle of light remembering that 
Jesus, the Light of the world wants to 
keep our hearts open to Him. ",Behold I 
stand at the door and knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in to him." A famous painting 
hangs in Keble College at Oxford, 
England. It is called The Light of the 
World and Artist William Holman Hunt 

has painted Christ wearing kingly robes 
and a crown of thorns knocking at a 
door. The door has no knob and its 
hinges are rusty. Weeds overrun the 
threshold showing the owner has not 
opened the door for some time. Christ is 
holding a lantern and light shines round 
his head. The brightest light, however, 
shines from his face. 

We light the candle of love, the third 
candle, to remind us that our love is very 
important to God. "We love because He 
first loved us." We pray that in our ex
citement of getting ready for Christmas 
we might not forget whose birthday 
we're celebrating. 

The fourth and last candle of Advent 
is the candle of hope, calling to our at
tention that the Holy Spirit can fill us 
with hope. "By the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope." 

In 1818 Franz Gru,ber sat down to 
practice for the Christmas Eve service 
on the organ of his church in Oberndorf, 
Austria. No sound came from the organ. 
In despair he sat gazing at the organ. 
Just then the young priest of the church, 
Joseph Mohr, climbed the steps of the 
organ 10ft and realized what had happen
ed. "It is badly in need of repair, isn't 
it?" "What a disaster." the organist 
said, "There is certainly no time to have 
it repaired before the Christmas Eve ser
vice." "Here," said the young pastor, 
handing the organist a slip of paper, "I 
wrote the words for a song, a lullaby. 
Maybe you can write the music. You 
might play your guitar while we sing." 

"A guitar in church on Christmas Eve 
when everyone is expecting organ 
music?" Franz Gruber shook his head, 
biIthe read the words Silent Night, Holy 
Night. the simple lines about the birth of 
Christ moved him. Could he compose fit
ting music? 

When the church bells called the peo
ple to the Christmas Eve service no 
organ music greeted them. Instead, the 
pastor and the organist, accompanied by 
the guitar sang the tender words Silent 
Night, Holy Night. 

Today no Christmas celebration is 
complete without the song, because it 
reminds us of God's greatest gift to 
mankind on that silent night-His son 
Jesus Christ-a gift of hope. mm 
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over the 

When Hurricane David struck the Caribbean, 60,000 of 80,000 people 
were left homeless on the tiny island of Dominica; in 

Dominican Republic 800 died and 90,000 were left homeless. 

War in Nicaragua was also costly. Last year 50,000 were' killed and 500,000 
lost homes. Though peace has come, debris clutters the streets. Crops, hospitals 

and schools are leveled in all three countries. 

MCC is working with local churches and missions to bring food, seeds, 
building supplies and workers. Reconstruction may take up to three years and 

cost MCC over $500,000. Your gifts are needed to help the Caribbean 
and Nicaragua recover from disaster. 

Gifts marked clearly for MCC 
may be given through your 
church or conference office '. 
or directly to: 

Mennonite Central Committee 
21 South 12th Street 
Akron, PA 17501 or 
201-1483 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg , Manitoba R3T 2C8 

-.-- --.~,---,---=",,--



Henry Redekopp beside his 1929 Model A 

After years of hard work, 
leaving a tidy wake 
behind· 
by Hilda Matsuo 

His card, (a chip of Douglas fir) reads: 
Henry W. Redekopp, president of H. W. 
Redekopp Holdings, Ltd. The back of 
the card quotes Micah 6:8 with its 
reminder that God requires of man to 
"do justly . .. love mercy, and to walk 
humbly" with God. The verse, says Mr. 
Redekopp, came to him as a kind of 
spiritual experience after he had "run" 
from Winkler Bible School years ago. At 
the time A.H. Unruh chastised him for 
Jonah-like behaviour in problem-solv
ing. Unruh, M.B. Bible College's first 
president, was a man he admired and the 
verse somehow gained importance. 

Since he is currently tying up his af
fairs in the business world, it seems 
right for him to reflect on his record and 
set about putting his house in order. He 
recently sold the lumber and supply 
company which long served North 
Kildonan residents. He also kept · for 
years a little "roadside groceteria" with 
a fantastic meat counter and such exotic 
nec,-ssities as damson plums for jam to 
fill perishky cookies, Dr. Oetker's 
Tortenguss or cake glaze, Hirschhorn
salz or leaking ammonia and, of course, 
potash for the baking of gingerbread 
houses at Christmastime! His roots 
~ere in the store he says, and he likes to 
remember them. 

He was born in Russia and exper
ienced poverty after coming to Canada, 
but eventually became a wealthy man. A 
simpler man than Redekopp might have 

lost his way. People call him an excellent 
amateur psychologist. Perhaps his 
knack for understanding people enabled 
him to cope with vast cultural and eco
nomic transitions. Certainly a canny in
tuition could not but help him in utiliz
ing situations for the benefit of his 
business. 

He says of those early years that to 
enter business then was not considered 
quite proper in the light of pietistic Men
nonite thought. In spite of this he ven
tured into business. Instead of burning 
bridges behind him, he began by enlist
ing his father's sympathy by explaining 
that he hoped to supply people with the 
necessary groceries. 

Today, at the close of his business 
career, he still likes to leave a tidy wake. 
One is left with the impression that 
H.W. Redekopp, accustomed to power, 
would prefer to write his own story. 
Write of me as one who is not a braggart 
and who credits God for blessings, he 
says in effect. Fortunately, one can. If he 
is proud of his achievement it really 
doesn't detract from his gratitude. 

Up to a point, wealthy families face a 
peculiar type of isolation from certain 
realities. All families experience dif
ficulties in raising children during times 
of unusually rapid social change. If one 
couples these times with the current 
adulation of wealth by society, the 
chances of steering through the forma
tive years of six children without a 
scratch become even smaller. The Rede-

kopp family has weathered this period 
and the children, from all reports, show a 
strong sense of responsibility toward 
church and community. 

Mr. Redekopp has a revealing anec
dote about a trip to Europe with one of 
his boys, then young and college-smart, 
on the subject of egalitarianism. Their 
trip took the father through periods of 
frustration when he noted that the boy 
insisted on seeing only good in Commu
nism. Finally, they reached many-domed 
Prague. There, beside a church, waiting 
for tourists, was a man selling straw
berries. That, the father pointed out, is 
free enterprise. The man has the plea
sure of growing the berries, selling them, 
and into the bargain he provides us with 
pleasure. It takes an entrepreneur to re
cognize a fellow free-enterpriser! 

The picture of Redekopp as a man who 
appreciates a strawberry-seller points to 
his ability of appreciating the efforts of 
others and to a wish to help those who 
try. The type of philanthropy he enjoys 
is one in which he can give a boost to an 
honest effort or support an ongoing 
cause. 

Redekopp's efforts in the field of sup
port for his fellow-men reach beyond the 
confines of his home church. He is active 
at McIvor MB, a church that was 
designed for those who felt the need for 
a single language. What is interesting is 
his real bent for universalism. Though 
historically it is interesting to note that 
his father was of Old Mennonite stock; 
he prefers to say simply that he comes 
from South Russia. The universalist in 
him sits well with his position as presi
dent of the Mennonite Village Museum 
board. 

When asked about some specific feel
ings and interests, Redekopp's 
responses are interesting and to the 
point. How does he feel about the new 
separate entities of the Menn :mite 
Historical Society and the Mennonite 
Village Museum? "Spoken from the 
standpoint of one who has been active 
with the group for 12 years and presi
dent for the last two, I feel that both 
organizations will prosper and perhaps 
function better." 

Travel? He likes to travel in order to 
explore specific interests. He :enjoyed 
travel to South America because he took 
the trouble to explore his kinship with 
Mennonites there. He also hopes to 
follow up, when his wife's health im
proves, mission projects in which the 
missions and services branch of the 
general conference of Mennonite Breth
ren is engaged. He has spent 12 years of 
service as a member of the board of trus
tees of his conference, and as one who is 
acquainted with the mission activities of 
the church he wants to examine these 
more closely. 

MCC? He is particularly interested in 
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MEDA (Mennonite Economic Develop
ment Association) concerns and has 
been involved with a provincial branch 
of this organization for the past ten 
years. For instance, right now he is 
following the affairs · of a young Chris
tian in Belize who needed financial back
ing to open a bakery. The man, Redek, 
repays MEDA for the loan. and these 
funds in turn pay for other ventures. 

The future of Mennonites? "Men
nonites of late have proven in organiza
tions like MCC. credit unions. Eden 
Mental Health and the Village Museum 
that they can work together." He hopes 
for more unity of this nature. He has 
high hopes. too, for a Mennonite sym
phony and would lend it his support. 

Culture? He favors the preservation of 
Mennonite culture. but feels it is good to 
accept modern ways because moderniza
tion to a large extent has rooted out dif
ferences between Mennonites and has 
focussed instead on their common 
brotherhood, namely belief in Christ. 
Schools can help to preserve feelings of 
unity. 

What is the story behind the Schreyer! 
Redekopp picture? A picture of Ed 
Schreyer and H.W. Redekopp was taken 
prior to an election campaign. There was 
the understanding that the picture was 
not to be misused. However, campaign 

FACULTY: 

advertising for the NDP using that pic
ture got into the local Examiner. In a 
quick move Redekopp bought all copies 
of the paper and a "revised" edition was 
rerun overnight. Action came too late 
for the E.K. Herald, but basically 

. Redekopp had made his point. It was 
true that Schreyer: was a good MLA and 
that he and Schreyer were friends. They 
both agreed on three basic points: that 
wealth should be distributed fairly, that 
man is his brothers' keeper, and, thirdly, 
that people are more important than 
money. They differed, however, on the 
implementation and carrying out of 
these ideas. The question also arose, 
what would people whom Redekopp sup
ported think of his stance if a photo were 
presented in this way. All in all, a point 
was made and a principle was upheld. 

A main factor behind success in 
Redekopp's life may be his ability to set 
goals and to follow through. Right .now 
he is tying up his business affairs, and 
relinquishing most of them to the fami
ly. There are all manner of companies 
like Waco Hardware, Kildonan Realty, 
Edkar Construction, etc. to dispose of. 
He intends, he says, to die poor. Over 
coffee he is seeing people with whom he 
hopes to settle matters and differences 
which were overlooked in the past. He is 
putting his files into order and someone 

is assisting him in setting down his 
memoirs. He started in business at 23 
and sold .his lumber business at sixty
five. 

A blow-up photo in his office shows 
him in a stance of yesteryear, with his 
foot on the running-board of · a son-in
law's snappy-looking vintage car. The 
picture says something. As a poor young 
man in Winkler, though assisted 
through high school thanks to the help 
of older brothers and sisters, he still 
hadn't made it. Other fellows squired 
about in cars all the town's nice girls. He 
couldn't. He has today the wherewithal 
to purchase the trappings of wealth. 
Notice, though,that he's still physically 
fit and youthful enough to enjoy his 
grandchildren. Hitching one's wagon to 
a few principles must be ofhelp! mm 

DATES 
December 9: 7:30 p.m .• Christmas Ora

torio. First Mennonite church. Henry 
Engbrecht conducting. ' 

December 16: 7:00 p.m., Choirs Christ
mas program. Bethel Mennonite. 

December 23: 7:00 p.m., "Bethel 
Mennonite Sunday School Christmas 
program. 

December 24: 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Two candlelight services, First Men
nonite. 

The Bachelor of Music Program 

CMBC's three-year music program, leading to 
the B.Chr.Mus. degree, is based on the 
conviction that music is one of the most 
powerfulandeffectivemediafortheproclamation 
of God's word and for the corporate expression 
of faith. 

GEORGE WIEBE, B.Chr.,Ed., A.M.M., 
A.R.C.T. , Mus.M.D.Mus. (cand.) 
CHORAL WORK, MUSIC HISTORY. 

The foremost goal of the music program is to 
assist churches in training committed and 
talented music students to serve congregatronal 
needs. 

As is the case in all undergraduate college 
and university music programs, CMBC offers 
courses in theory and history. Individual 
instruction in voice, piano, organ, and other 
instruments is available. A particular feature of 
the program is its emphasis on conducting 
and choral work. 

Esther Wiebe, A.R.C.T., A.M.M., L.M.M. 
MUSIC THEORY, COMPOSITION, PIANO. 

Peter Letkemann, B.Mus.(Hon.), 
(Chr.Ed.) . 
ORGAN, MUSIC HISTORY. 

Individual Instruction In voice, plano, guitar, strings, 
wind Instruments available. 

for more information contact; 

CMBC offers a variety of opportunities for 
choir partiCipation, recitals, and public per
formances, as many occasions for serving 
through music in various church settings. 

Canadian Mennonite Bible College 
600 Shafte.bury Blvd. Winnipeg Can. R3P OM4 [2041888- 781 
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Leader with conviction 
is light in evil world 
LEST INNOCENT BLOOD BE SHED, 
by Philip Haillie. Harper and Row, New 
York, 1979. 

Reviewed by Ruth Vogt 
The author of this book, Philip Haillie, 

is a professor of philosophy and humani
ties at Wesleyan University in Connecti
cut. His particular area of studies has 
been the nature of human goodness and 
evil. He states in the introduction to this 
book that he had become extremely 
depressed after looking at one example 
after another of man's inhumanity to 
man. His investigations into the treat
ment of the Jews during The Second 
World War hurt him deeply. A Jew 
himself, he found it hard to believe that 
the whole world would tum its back on 
the plight of his people. Then he came 
across the story of the village of Le 
Cham bon in the South of France. This 
book is the story of Le Chambon and 
how goodness happened there. 

The story is about the village and its 
spiritual leader, a remarkable man nam
ed Andre Trocme. Trocme was born into 
an aristocratic Huguenot French family, 
his fat.f)er a wealthy businessman, his 
mother a warm and loving lady of Ger
man descent. Several influential events 
of Trocme's youth were to have a pro
found effect on his life's philosophy. 

, When he was 10 years old he witnessed 
the tragic death of his mother in a car ac
cident caused by his father's impatience 
and carelessness. He learned at that 
time, he said, to accept death as a part of 
life, and also to forgive the one responsi
ble for death. Later, during The First 
World War, when he was 17 years old, he 
met a German soldier who had become a 
convinced pacifist and told Trocme that 
as a Christian he could no longer kill 
another human being. Trocme himself 
came to the conclusion that this was in
deed the only possible philosophy for a 
Christian. 

After studies in New York, where he 
met and married his wife, Magda, 
Trocme rl;lturned to France and became 
pastor of the protestant community of 
Le Chambon, situated in the plateau 
region to the north of Marseilles. Follow
ing the takeover of France during The 
Second World War and the collaboration 
ofthe Vichy government with the Nazis, 
the lives of Jewish people in France were 

-in grave danger. One day, a Jewish 
refugee ,knocked on the door of the 
Presbytery, asking for help. This was 
the start of the work of LeChambon in 
harbouring Jewish refugees , and 

assisting them to safety across the 
Swiss borders. Through the force of his 
own convictions, Trocme was able to , 
convince a whole coml!1unity of the need 
to help these people, and many did so at 
great personal risk. Some of the villagers 
did lose their lives because of their ac
tions, and Trocme himself had to 'go into 
hiding when he heard that the Gestapo 
were planning to arrest him. The central 
council of his denomination, The 
Reformed Church, excommunicated him 
because of his pacifism and refusal to co
operate with the local authorities who 
wanted him to tum over the Jews to 
them. His own congregation, however, 
refused to accept his resignation. 

This book is a truly moving account of 
human love in action. It shows that a 
leader with conviction can motivate peo
ple to put aside selfish interests and 
work for the good of others, despite 
prevailing pressures to do otherwise. 
While the book itself is somewhat too 
lengthy for the story it tells, containing 
rather too much detail in part, it is one 
that would be of interest to all people 
who believe that pacifism is an essential" 
part of the Christian gospel. 

For those of us who were raised in a 
group which accepts this belief, it is in
teresting to read about a person who 
came to this conviction independently, 
through example and personal ,reflec
tion. Trocme, after the war, spent some 
time in North America, and worked close
ly with the Mennon~tes. There is one 
reference in this book to a book written 
by Trocme, and this was published by 
the Herald Press in the United States. 
mm 

CMBCALUMNIHONOUR 
GEORGE AND ESTHER WIEBE 

For 25 years George and Esther Wiebe 
have instilled in their 3tudents a respect 
for our musical heritage. A celebration 
service, held in conjunction with this 
year's alumni homecoming activities, 
was planned by the alumni executive. 

Esther Hildebrand, who had been in
vited to speak on behalf of the alumni, 
was unable to attend. However, in a 
written speach which she later submit
ted, she paid tribute to Esther Wiebe as 
a teacher, friend and artist. 

The Wiebe s outstanding ability to 
combine rigor and excellence in their 
chosen field of music with a personal, 
warm approach that ,endears them to 
their students was also attested to by 
David Schroeder, who spoke on behalf of 
the College faculty. 

Mennonite Studies 
at the 

University of Winnipeg 

Second Term Courses 

(beginning January, 1980) 

2102-5 Mennonite Studies II 

This course deals with the beliefs 
and practices 'Of Mennonites 
around the world, ' 

Mo. 12:40 pm., Wed. 12:40 pm.: Fri. 
11:40 am. ' 

3205-5 The Mennonite Image in 
World Literature 

This course deals with selected 
German and non·German authors 
who have treated the ' Mennon;'3s 
as a major theme in their fiction. 

Thusdays; 7:0~:10 : 00 pm, 

Call Professor Harry Loewen 
,(786-7811, Ext. 497) for infor
mation and brochures 
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c __________ ~_a_n_'_·to_b_a __ n_e_w __ s _________ ) 
Wendi Kehler, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. H.B. Kehler, Steinbach, was 
notified that she is to receive the Silver 
Medal award of the Royal Conservatory 
of Music in Toronto. She had the pro
vince's highest mark in a grade 8 sing
ing exam. 

Sun Valley Radio Incorporated has 
announced that it has been granted a 
license to operate an AM radio station 
serving . the Winkler, Morden and 
Carmen area. The station is scheduled to 
be on the air by the end of 1980. Con
struction of the studio is planned for the 
near future. The building will be located 
on the former Burwalde School site. Sun 
Valley Radio has acquired the services 
of John Fallows, 28, as general manager. 
Formerly operations manager at Radio 
CJOB, Winnipeg, he is currently 
teaching a principles of management 
course at Red River Community College. 

Rev. Gerhard Friesen. pastor of the 
Central MB Church, Winnipeg, recently 
assumed his duties, on a part-time basis, 
as speaker and producer of MB Commu
nications Familienandacht. He succeeds 
Rev. Martin Durksen. 

H. SCHMIDT & 
SONS LTD. 

(FORMERLY H. SCHMIDT & 
ASSOCIATES LTD.) 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 
REMAINS 339·2048 

WE PROVIDE A COMPLETE 
INSURANCE SERVICE 

.t:!2.!.E. 
We also own and operate W.J. Long & 
Company, an insurance agency, lo
cated at 177 Henderson Highway. 
Richard Schmidt is Manager. 
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Eden Mental Health Centre has 
elected Ernest Enns, Winnipeg, as chair
man of its board of directors. Returning 
to the medical staff there is Dr. Jeffrey 
I vey after completing specialty training 
in psychiatry at the Health Sciences 
Centre in Winnipeg. 

The Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre 
presented two one-act plays at the 
Planetarium Auditorium on November 21-
23. Whisper Into My Good Ear featured 
Henry Penner and Doug Lawrence in a very 
sensitive portrayal of two old men driven to 
the brink of suicide by the twin problems of 
aging and sexual identity. It was a 
courageous and moving dramatizaticlO. 
Lottchen's Geburtstag was a more predic
table but enjoyable comedy of young 
romance thwarted by a bumbling fool of a 
father. Selma Enns and Fred Jansen provid
ed excellent direction. 

A LONELY DEATH 
FOR OUTSTANDING 
MANITOBAN 

A November, 1973 article in The Mir
ror described the life of Dr. Abraham H. 
Wiebe, who at the age of 20 had come 
from his home community of Bergfeld in 
search of an education. In a few years at 
the MCI in Gretna he completed his 
high school education, often staying up 
all night with his feet in a tub of cold 
water to keep himself awake. He went on 
to study at Bluffton College where he 
received his AB degree; at Ohio State 
and then to the University of Wisconsin, 
where he received his Ph.D. He became 
director of the fish and games branch of 
the Tennessee Valley Authorities Divi
sion of Forestry Relations. 

The Mirror has just learned that Dr. 
Wiebe died on August 29, 1979, five 
months after the death of his wife. The 
couple had been living in a home for the 
retired in Maryville, Tennessee. They 
had no children, and for the people of the 
house, no known relatives. Both were 
buried in simple graveside ceremonies, 
attended by members of the staff of the 
home and some former colleagues. 

Dr. Wiebe had retired from his job in 
1957. At the time, he was awarded a pla
que for his outstanding service to the 
TV A. He was acknowledged by all who 
worked with him as a quiet and brilliant 
man, with a whimsical sense of humor. 

He died a lonely death; he had lost all 
interest in living following the death of 
his wife. In· his will, he left his estate, 
about $100,000, to Bluffton College. mm 

BUSINESS LEADERS 
URGED TO MIX 
CHRISTIANITY WITH 
THEIR BUSINESS 

The following article appeared in the 
Lincoln, Nebraska Sunday Journal and 
Star, Oct. 21, 1979. Many Mennonite 
businessmen from Canada attended the 
annual conference of the MIBA, which is 
described in this report. 

For many persons, principles of 
business and Christianity are like oil and 
water: They don't mix well. 

But Mennonite men and women are 
winding up in Lincoln today a four-day 
conference that helps Christian en
trepreneurs practice during the week 
what their church preaches on Sunday. 

"There is a gulf between business and 
church people," acknowledges the Rev. 
J.J. Hostetler, 74, of Goshen, Ind., 
organizer and founder of Mennonite 
Business Associates, which was 
established in 1972 but has since merg
ed with another organization to become 
Mennonite Industry and Business 
Associates. After the merger, Hostetler 
became director of MIBA. He retired in 
July. 
Mailing list of 8,000 

MIBA has 'a merLbership of 875 and a 
mailing list of about 8,000. 

The reaction of business people to 
most ministers, he said, is "What do you 
know about business? You've never 
been in it. You've never had to meet a 
payroll." 

Hostetler has. Before entering the 
ministry, he worked in management for 
a large glass manufacturer. Later, he 
bought into a small paint and wallpaper 
company. 

On the other hand, he said, "church 
leaders take the attitude that 
businessmen tend to be dishonest, 
greedy, exploitative and abusive of 
resources. Then the church turns around 
and asks some entrepreneur for a contri
bution." 

Meeting simultaneously with MIBA 
is the 325-member Mennonite Economic 
Development Associates, which invests 
money with individuals and groups hav
ing difficulty in obtaining regular loans. 
26 years old 

Begun 26 years ago with investments 
mostly in Third World countries, 
MEDA today has investments with 
Canadian Indians, people in Appalachia 
and other minorities in the United 
States. 

Supporting modest capitalism, 
MEDA "undergirds society in the Third I 

World with finance and counseling from 
a Christian point of view," explained 
Hostetler, "so there is no need for war" 
or violent revolution. mm 



MENNONITE BOUTIQUE! 

Justine's Manitoba Handicrafts-at 
last a 'Mennonite boutique'! Justine's 
can be found in ' 'Osborne Junction' at 
McMillan at Osborne. 

'Osborne Junction's' main building, 
where Justine's is located, is, a three
storey brick building charmingly reno
vated. On-site parking space is found in 
the area back of the houses north of the 
main building. 

Justine Ewer~, the new business 
woman, teaches evening students at the 
International Centre twice weekly and is 
a teacher by profession. The idea of set
ting up shop came to her after seeing the 
Mennonite festival at Polo Park. She 
sells on consignment articles .crafted for 
the most part, by Mennonites. Some 30 
people, contacted after the 'Festival', 
are her suppliers. 

The word spunky describes Justine. 
Here she is, the only fledgling in busi
ness at Osborne Junction. After exactly 
one day of business, her shop only, got a 

blast of steam from a radiator not recon
nected after the floor was sanded. A 
blast of steam all night long! Three 
weeks later she opened shop once more. 
There still are frustrating details in 
regard to insurance to deal with,but 
shelves have been restocked. 

A great deal of care went into the 
shop. A brother and his friend made a 
handy little desk and cash register. By 
way of decor, an old fashioned bed with a 
quilt on it, graces one corner. There are, 
of course, quilts and real braided rugs 
for sale as well. Cuddly stuffed toys and 
pillows waiting to gladden a child, perch 
on the bed. There are ceramic frogs , for 
pot scrubbers,. charming embroidered 
pictures by Audrey Friesen, . and 

Be Joyful/ 

A new recording by 
Inter-Mennonite Children's Choir 

of Kltchener-Waterloo, Onto 
directed by Helen Martens 

jewelry. there is petit point jewelry and 
handsome enameled metal jewelry. call
ed 'shippo' done by a Japanese lady who 
studies English at the International 
Centre '" and of course polished rocks 
fashioned into jewelry by Mr. Bueckert. 
For the less frivolous there are books by 
Mennonite authors and prize-winning 
wall hangings by Hedie " Goosen. The 
prices are good. Other places " feature 
similar items for more. A finger woven
fashion belt makes a good stocking stuf
fer and a quilted evening bag should be 
great for a night out. 'Wiens clocks' of 
California redwood and buckeye stopped 
short during the steam invasion but are 
replaced. 

$8.98 postpaid 

Available at Christian Bookstores 

. or from Inter-Mennonite Children's 

Choir , Conrad Grebel College , 

Waterloo . ant. N2L 3G6 

This group was the winner of the Junior Choir Category of the 1978 CBC Choral Com· 
petition. Be Joyful, the choir's first album, includes a variety of their best-know.n 
religious and secular songs, including " Now Let the Heav'ns Be Joyful," " Christmas 
Carol " (Ives), and " Precious Lord," and " MuB I den". 

~n they saw theyoung child with l\1aryHisMother, 
~ the wise men knelt down and worshipped Him. They 

opened their treasures and presented their gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. As we recall the 

miracle of Christma's, we offer praise and thanks. 

May you be blessed with a joyous holiday. 

D.W. FRIESEN & SONS LTD. 

ALTONA MANITOBA ' 
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IN MEMORIAM 

. Of course I do remember this wonderful 
man and musician: indeed he was one of 
the pillars of the orchestras (symphony 
and CBC) .... 

Yes one ought to keep his memory 
alive. The least one can do is to attend to 
his grave and stone. 

With these words Walter Kaufman, 
the conductor of the Winnipeg Sym
phony Orchestra during the 1940's and 
50's, acknowledged the debt of the 
musical community to Bruno Schmidt, 
longtime principal cellist of the sym
phony and Mennonite musician of the 
first rank. On October 14, 1979, 29 years 
after his death, other friends also paid 
tribute to the memory of Bruno Schmidt 
in a moving rememb~ance service at the 
First Mennonite Church. 

Bruno Schmidt came to this country 
in 1923, having already established a 
reputation as an accomplished musician 
'in his native , Russia. A rather solitary 
figure in toe Mennonite community 
without any immediate family in the ci
ty, he nevertheless earned the love and 

. respect of of those who knew him. Peo
ple remembered him for his occasional 
visits, for his gifts as a teacher, and 
above all for his contributions to music 
in both the church and the community 
at large. 

After the service a group of friends, 
gathered at the Brookside Cemetery 
where the simple grave stone, appro
priately inscribed with the imprint of a 
cello head, was dedicated to the memory 
of the deceased. 

The question remains, why? Why now 
give honor to a man long since dead and 
buried? Perhaps the answer lies in the 
fact that so many who knew him have 
long felt that Bruno Schmidt deserved 
better than an unmarked grave. And 
perhaps more important, both the grave
stone and the memorial reflect not only 
the memory of a great musician, but also 
a coming of age of the Mennonite com
munity. Too often in the past the artistic 
talents in our midst have remained un-

recognized at best and mocked at worst. 
This memorial to an artist suggests a 
significant change in that attitude. It 
marks a recognition not only of Bruno 
Schmidt, but of all those who have per
sisted, and who will persist, in the pur
suit of beauty. mm 
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Fund-raising for the new Elim campus 
is gofng ahead this fall. the first phase of 
the new campus, a men's residence for 
32, was completed last January. Class
room, dining and additional residence 
facilities are scheduled to be erected dur
ing 1980. Discussions between the Elim 
Development Commission, Elim staff, 
and architect Rudy Friesen are taking 
place now. 

II"", II.J' I~' • 

PAPERBACK EDITION 

Proud parents and grandparents of I 
children born at Concordia Hospital in 1979 , 
may plant a tree on the hospital grounds in 
honor of their child. Concordia has found 
that its landscaping project is incomplete and 
it has capitalized on the 1979 Year ·of the 
Child to initiate this program of "planting a 
tree in honor of ___ " at a cost of $5 per 
request. For more information contact Beth 
Kathler. director of volunteers, at 667-1560. 

NEW RELEASE! 

'NO STRANGERS IN EXILE' 

By Hans Harder 

A novel , freely translated from the German, 
edited and expanded by AI Reimer. 
Events characterized here take place in 
Soviet Russia during the 1930's, a period 
when Joseph Stalin was entangling one
sixth of the world in barbed wire. 
It focuses on German Mennonite farmers 
who settled in Russia during the reign 'Of 
Alexander II in the 19th century. Now, in the 
1930's they are exiled to a camp in the 
north, where they suffer hunger, cold, 
typhus and psychological depression in
duced by the hopeless situation of their am
biguous existence. 

Order For Christmas 

Order by mail (at $8.00) from The Mennonite Mirror, 203·818 Portage Avenue, Win
nipeg, Manitoba R3G ON4 

Name 

Address ____ --------________________________________________ ___ 

Town / City _____________________ Postal Code ______________ _ 

• or check into your local Bookstore, • 

I 



Daut Es Vada Vienacht 
by Doreen Klassen 

Singing or reciting a German Christmas 
'Wunsch' ,for grandma and grandpa may be 
a thing of the past in "many Mennonite 
homes. These poems or songs, once a part of 
the family Christmas celebration, had been 
taught to the children by school teachers, 
Sunday School teachers, or patient parents. 
At the celebration, aunts, uncles and older 
cousins listened to lisping babes, shy 
youngsters . tugging at mother's skirts,' or 
starry-eyed orators reciting German phrases 
they could hardly articulate, let alone un
derstand. Grandparents, often holding a gift 
for the little one, beamed as the children per
formed this act of love and duty. ' 

Though there are still family ' circles in 
which grandchildren express the wonder of 
Christmas in poem and song, one rarely 
hears this done in ,High German, let alone 

NEW 
RELEASES! 

THE MESSENGERS 

Rise Again/l found It 
all in Jesusl Jesus got 
ahold 0 ' my Lifel 
Gentle Shepherd/The 
longer I serve himl 
Give them all to Jesusl 
I'll tell the World that 
I'm a Christian I 
Welcome home 
Children 

Also available 

Come on, Ring those 
Bells/No Room/Have 
you any room for 
Jesus/Silent Night! 
What child is thlsl 
Some Children see 
hlm/One small childl 
A Thousand Candles 

Other Artists' new albums include: 

- B.J . Thomas 
- Chuck Girard 
- Praise Strings III 
- The Archers 
and many others 

Price $9.98 on all records, tapes, 
cassettes plus 5% PST. 

If ordering by mail, add 50¢ postage 
and handling. 

I The Covenant Bookstore 
1105 Henderson Highway 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Phone: 582-2331 

'Daat esvada ,'Vienactit 
Low German, at the present time. 

However,· a few Low German Christmas 
songs have been found among Chortitzer 
Mennonites on the East Reserve and Men
nonites returning to Manitoba's West 
Reserve from Mexico. One of these songs is 
" Daut es vada Vienacht", sung to the tune of 
"Flow Gently Sweet Afton", one of the 
melodies sometimes used for "Away in I} 

Manger". 
Mr. .Isaac Rempel who taught me ,the 

song, first heard it sung by Mennonite school 
' childn!nin Mexico. In Mexico, chifdren sang 
the song at school Christmas progr~ms . as 
well as at family gatherings. Mr.' Rempel, .a 
long-time 'Vorsaenger', has also. sung 'this 
song as a'freiwilliges' item at tile 

. Schanzenfeld (near Winkler) school Chri'st
mas program:: The origin of the song is un~ 
known. ' . 

. DAUT ES ,VADAVIENAC'!T 

Tune: Flow Gently Sweet Afton 
A way in a Manger 

Paut es vada Vienacht, vie freiyc:n ons nue, 
Viel Yeesus yekohmen feaons en fea yuent, 
Hee cheem ons tou radden, siene Leevvia 

sou 'grout, 
Hee kunn ·ons nichtloh.ten, em dunklen en 

Nout. . 

Chorus: 
Kohmt aula en horcht noh dee Vienachtsye-

schicht, . 
Kohmt aula en chikt noh daut himlislie 

Licht, 
Reist met dee dree Veisen noh daut Moryen

laund, 
En voat nue vom nieyen"met Yeesus 

bekaunt. 

2. 
Dee Hoats bie Betleyhem dee bleeven doa 
-. Nicht, 
Oppe Shtap bie dee Shohpheed en hilden doa 

Yacht, ' 
Dee Kloarheitdee Herrn cheem, en see eng~ 

sten 'sich seeya, 
Dan seyd dee doa tou eant, "Fercht yuent 

nue nich meeya." 

3. 
Dee Engel cheem nohda en tou eaynt dan 

seyd, 
"Vie bringen yuent Nohrecht fon Yleckell 

fon Freud. 
Yuent es nue yeborren dee Heilaund dee 

Velt, 
En Betleyhem em Staul, .doa licht nueyuen 

Held." ., . 

.'~'1 
Greetings 

and 
Best 
Wishes 

to 
oar 

Memben 

and 

Friends. 

Crosstown 'Credit Union Limited 
171 Donald Street 

947-1243 
1250 Portage Ave. 1110 Henderson Hwy_ 

783-7081 338-0365 

Winnipeg 

a.. Serving the Mennonite People of Manitoba 

.. ~~~. ~~Nd~~~'.1 
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Aenderangstendenzen 
machen dem starken 
Mann von Paragaay za 
schaffen 

Ken Laidlaw ist ein unabhaengiger KoT'" 
respondent. Die folgende Darstellung 
lehnt sich an einen Bericht der konserva
tiven "Irish Times" an, die in Dublin 
erscheint. 

Die Entmachtung von Praesident 
Somoza in Nikaragua bringt es mit sich. 
dass sich einige andere Diktatoren in La
teinamerika nicht mehr ganz wohl in 
ihrer Haut fuehlen. besonders Somozas 
guter Freund. Alfredo Stroessner. der 
Praesident von Paraguay. Stroessner 
zeichnet sich zur Zeit durch die 
zweifelhafte Sonderstellung aus. der
jenige lateinamerikanische Diktator zu 
sein. welcher am laengsten am Ruder ist 

1m August jaehrte 
sich zum 25. Male der Tag seiner Macht
uebernahme in dem Lande. das wahr~ 
scheinlich in erster Linie als eine Zu
fluchtsstaette fuer Nazikriegsverbre
cher beruehmt ist. sowie fuer eine bunte 
Gruppe anderer internationaler Ver
brecher und Terroristen vom rechten 
Fluegel. 

Seit Stroessner. der Sohn bayrischer 
Einwanderer. im Jahre 1954 an die 
Macht kam hat er es durch sein wirk
sames Informationsnetz und durch in
terne Unterdrueckungsmassnahmen fer
tiggebracht. jegliche wirkliche Opposi
tion zu beseitigen. Die Verfassung 
schreibt Wahlen im Abstande von fuenf 
J ahren vor und garantiert der Opposi
tion ein Drittel der Sitze irn Parlament. 
In der Praxis hat das Parlament jedoch 
keinerlei wirkliche Macht beirn Treffen 
wichtiger Entscheidungen. da diese in 
den Haenden der Stroessnerschen Colo
rado-Partei und 'der hoechsten Fuehrer
schicht des Heeres liegt. 

Urn die Treue der Militaer- und Partei
fuehrer zu erlangen. hat Stroessner eine 
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Einrichtung geschaffen. welche er den 
"Preis fuer den Frieden" nennt. naem
lich ein System von Schmiergeldern. die 
ihren "Ursprung in einem der ausgedehn
testen Schmuggelringe der Welt haben. 
In Paraguay ist das Schmuggeln so 
weitgehend verbreitet. dass es unmoeg
lich ist. den zahlenmaessigen Umfang 

" der Wirtschaft dieses Landes oder ihres 
Aussenhandels zu schaetzen. Die 'Wirt
schaft stuetzt sich angeblich in erster 
Linie auf die Landwirtschaft, aber einige 
Schaetzungen setzen den beirn Schmug
geIn erzielten Verdienst dreimal so hoch 
an wie den Handelsertrag aus den tradi
tionellen Ausfuhren, die aus Soja
bohnen, Baumwolle, oelhaltigen Samen, 
Bauholz und Buechsenfleisch bestehen. 

Es gibt mehrere Arten von Schmug
gelgut. aber die wichtigsten sind schot
tischer Whisky und Zigaretten - ein 
Geschaeft. das in die Millionen geht und 
unter der Kontrolle des Heeres steht. 
Der gesamte Whisky - ueber 800.000 
Gallonen im Jahre 1978 - und ein 
grosser Teil der Zigaretten kommen von 
Grossbritannien. Ein geringer Dur
chgangszoll wird erhoben und die Waren 
werden dann mit Flugzeugen oder 
bewaffneten Lastkraftwagenkolonnen 
ins benachbarte Brasilien oder Argen
tinien gebracht, wo sie mit gewaltigem 
Gewinn verkauft werden. 

Sogar die armen Leute beteiligen sich 
oft am SchmuggeIn. in einer form, 
welche man "contrabando hormiga" 
(oder "Ameisenschmuggel") nennt. weil 
es sich hier nur urn kleine Mengen von 
Waren fuer den alltaeglichen Bedarf 
handelt, wie z.B. Mehl. Reis und Toilet
tenartikel. Schliesslich gibt es auch noch 
den Rauschgiftschmuggel. Waehrend 
eines bestimmten Zeitraums war 
Paraguay emer der groessten Lieferan
ten von Heroin fuer die U.S.A. Dieser 
Handel wurde jedoch 1972 

ausgemerzt, als Praesident Nixon 
drohte, das Land von allen Hilfsgeldem 
abzuschneiden. falls Stroessner nicht 
aufhoeren sollte, die Mafia-Agenten zu 
beschuetzen, welche die Hauptstadt 
Asuncion als ihre Handelszentrale be
nuetzten. Doch gibt es immer noch einen 
sehr eintraeglichen Marihuanahandel. 
der den grossstaedtischen Markt in 
Brasilien versorgt. 

Durch das Verteilen der Schmuggel
profite hat Stroessner es fertiggebracht, 
sich ausreichende Unterstuetzung fuer 
sein Regime zu sichern. In letzter Zeit 
sind jedoch immer mehr Anzeichen fuer 
eine Opposition zum Vorschein gekom
men. 

Eine der HauptqueUen fuer die Op
position ist schon seit Jahren die Kirche 
gewesen. Stroessners Antwort darauf 
bestand in der Ausweisung einiger Prie
ster. mit der Begruendung, sie waeren 
Kommunisten. Das, was jedoch fuer 
Stroessner ein besonderer Grund zur Be
sorgnis darstellt, ist die Tatsache, dass 
jetzt auch in den Reihen seiner eigenen 
Partei und bei den rangniederen Solda
ten eine Opposition entsteht. Dort be
schweren sich viele, dass die meisten 
Fruechte des Schmuggelbetriebes an die 
Leute in den hoechsten Raengen gehen. 
und es gibt kaum eine Moeglichkeit zur 
Befoerderung, weil es bereits mehr 
Generale als Oberste gibt. 

Es gibt darueberhinaus auch Opposi
tion gegen einige von Stroessners wirt
schaftlichen Abmachungen - besonders 
gegen den Vertrag mit Brasilien. ein 
riesiges Wasserkraftwerk an der brasi
lianisch-paraguayischen Grenze zu 
bauen. Zur Zeit schaetzt man, dass der 
Damm, welcher der groesste in der Welt 
sein wird. bei seiner Fertigstellung irn 
Jahre 1983 acht Milliarden Dollar 
gekoste"t haben wird. Stroessner hat sich 
bereit erklaert, fuer die brasilianische 
Finanzierung des Projektes dadurch zu 

"bezahlen, dass er fuenfzig Jahre lang 
den Grossteil des paraguayischen An
teils zu Festpreisen an Brasilien abge
ben wird. welche unter den Weltmarkt
preisen liegen. Die Gegner behaupten, 
Stroessner haette fuer das. was . sie als 
ein Verschenken der landeseigenen Na
turschaetze betrachten, eine der groes
sten Bestechungssummen in der Ge
schichte erhalten. 

Kritik an derartigen Geschaeften und 
sogar die Aufdeckung von Bestechlich
keit in den hoeheren Raengen der Regie
rung beginnen jetzt in e~er Presse zu er
scheinen. die vor einer derartigen Be
richterstattung trailitionsgtlmaess zu
rueckschreckte. So hat z.B. vor kurzem 
ein junger Rechtsanwalt die Unredlich
keit eines hochgestellten Beamten auf
gezeigt, der von den Bewohnern eines 
Dorfes Geld fuer den Bau eines Abwas
'sersystems kassiert hatte, welches dann 
nie fertiggestellt wurde. Wegen der Ver-
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oeffentlichung dieses Falles mussten 
zwei Zeitungen einen Monat lang ihr Er
scheinen einstellen und der Rechtsan
walt kam ins Gefaengnis. 

AIle 300 Dorfbewohner mieteten 
Autobusse, urn ihn zu besuchen - ein 
klares Zeichen fuer die Aenderung in der 
allgemeinen Einstellung. Wenn frueher 
jemand ins Gefaengnis eingeliefert wur
de, unternahm niemand etwas, da die 
Furcht vor Schikanen zu gross war. 

Urn dem Stroessner-Regime einen 
liberaleren Anstrich zu geben, wurden 
vor kurzem einige politische Haeftlinge 
entlassen, als Reaktion auf Praesident 
Carters Eintreten fuer die Menschen
rechte. Nur sechs Gefangene gibt es, die 
zur Zeit offiziell als politische Haeftlinge 
anerkannt sind, aber manche Leute be
haupten, es gaebe viele andere, die eines 
kriminellen Vergehens wegen im Ge
faengnis waeren - wie z.B. Vergewalti
gung -, die aber in Wirklichkeit als poli
tische Gefangene gel ten sollten. 

Viele Jahre lang hat Stroessner darauf 
geachtet. so wenig wie moeglich aufzu
fallen und jegliche Aenderung zu ver
meiden. Nun aber linden Aenderungen 
statt, von denen manche Leute glauben, 
sie waeren die ersten Anzeichen fuer das 
Ende dieser bemerkenswert langlebigen 
Diktatur. 
Atlas World Press Review/October 1979 

Uebersetzt von Berta Engelmann 

Kerr 
owned and 

managed since 
1887 

KERR'S 
FUNERAL 
CHAPEL 

120 ADELAIDE STREET 
WINNIPEG 2, MANITOBA 
CHAPEL OFFICE 943-6688 

Die Lampe 
von Harry Loewen 

Es war in den Dreissiger Jahren, in 
einer Zeit als die meisten men
nonitischen Frauen in Russland ihre 
Maenner oder Soehne verloren hatten. 
So schwer es auch in jenen lahren war, 
behielten die tapferen Frauen doch ihren 
Humor und die Freude am Leben, die sie 
durch gegenseitige Besuche, Austausch 
von Gedanken und das Pflegen von 
Freundschaften zu foerdern such ten. 

Eines Sonntagabends im Spaetherbst 
sassen etwa zehn Fr auen gesellig in der 
Esstube unseres Hauses beisamen. 
Waehrend sie Sonnenblumensamen 
knackten und die Schalen auf den 
hoelzernen Fussboden spuckten, ge
dachten sie der "guten alten Zeit", 
sprachen von den verschieden~n 
Arbeiten, die sie von Tag zu Tag 1m 
Kollektiv verrichten mussten, und 
drueckten bei Gelegenheit Kummer und 
Sorgen ueber ihre noch jungen Kinder 
aus. Von den Maennern in def Verban
nung wurde wenig gesprochen. Das 
Thema war Ihnen allzubekannt und 
schmerzlich, und somit wurde es wenn 
eben moeglich vermieden. 

An dies em Abend waren meine zwei 
juengeren Geschwister bald, nachdem 
die Gaeste gekommen waren, zu Bett ge
gangen, und meine Grossmutter, die 
schon immer kraenklich gewesen und et
was schwerhoerig war, hatte sich auch 
frueh in ihr Schlafzimmer 
zurueckgezogen. Von den Kindern war 
also nur ich, etwa acht Jahre alt, bei den 
Erwachsenen geblieben. lch sass am 
Tisch, ueber dem die Wandlampe ihr 
spaerliches Licht verbreitete, und blaet
terte gelangweilt in einer alten Bilder
bible. lch war gerade am Ueberlegen, ob 
ich nicht auch endlich zu Bett gehen 
sollte, als die alte Kroeger-Uhr in der 

"grossen Stube" nebenan halb zwoelf 
schlug. 

Ploetzlich verstummte das Gerede 
und Geraeusch im Zimmer. lch schaute 
yom Buch auf und sah wie aIle Frauen 
die Augen auf die offenstehende Tuer 
des Nebenzimmers gerichtet hatten. 1m 
weissen Nachthemd und sich die Hand 
gegen das Licht vor den Augen haltend, 
kam Grossmutter wie eine Nachtwand
lerin ins Esszimmer, bewegte sich 
schlurfend durch die dicke Schicht der 
Sonnenblumenschalen, stieg auf einen 
Stuhl und nahm behutsam die Lampe 
von der Wand herunter. Ohne ein Wort 
zu sagen, ging sie gelassen mit der 
Lampe der Hausflurtuer zu. Erstaunt 
und zum Teil bestuerzt trat meine Mut
ter ihr in den Weg und rief, "Oba Mutta, 
woat deist du!" 

Grossmutter wandte sich verstaend
nislos zu den Besuchern und sagte ganz 
unschuldig, "Na, etch docht, de Jast 
wulle aul no Hus gone, en etch wull an 
bloss met de laomp ruit lichte." 

Alles brach in ein lautes Gelaechter 
aus. Zuerst schaute Grossmutter die 
Frauen eine nach der anderen verwirrt 
an, dann stellte sie die Lampe auf den 
Tisch und sagte, "Na oba Lied, woat 
fehlt mi doch! Hab etch mi dann wertch
lich so veheet?" 

Darauf wuenschte Grossmutter den 
Gaesten noch eine "Gute Nacht" und 
verschwand etwas beschaemt in ihrem 
Schlafzimmer. Die guten Frauen 
nahmen die sonderbare Begebenheit als 
einen arglosen Wink an, dass es wohl an 
der Zeit sei. aufzubrechen und nach 
Hause zu gehen. Sie verabschiedeten 
sich auch bald, und unter froehlichem 
Geplauder gingen sie in die dunkle und 
kalte Nacht hinaus. mm 

KRAHN'S TV LTD.!!!!!!!! 
SALES - SERVICE - RENTALS 

I 
COLOR TV 

I 
RCA·- HITACHI - ELECTROHOME 

STERIO EQUIPMENT 
I _ 

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES 
I 

MICROWAVE OVENS 

~ Phone 338-0319 11·43 Henderson Hwy. 
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c Our word ) 
SURPRISED BY JOY, 
WHEN THE LIGHT BREAKS THROUGH 

"The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not 
overcome it." (John 1:5) 

According to George Bernard Shaw a young man never 
thinks of death. ff that is true, it is equally true that those 
who have passed the age of, say 40, seldom spend a day in 
which they do not think about it. We feel death increasingly 
in our bones. We begin to divide our life up into segments, 
and in the recesses of our minds we are constantly aware that 
the advancing hands of the clock have passed high noon. 

It is not death alone that begins to haunt us. It is the 
general decay of things; the darkness that more impresses 
itself upon us as we survey the human condition; the ap
parent futility of some of our best efforts, whose beginnings 
seemed so promising as long as we were too young to see 
their end. 

This spirit of melancholy, bordering on despair, is captured 
by Thomas S. Jones Jr. in his poem Sometimes: 

Across the fields of yesterday 
He sometimes comes to me, 

A little lad just back from play -
The lad I used to be 

And yet he smiles so wistfully 
Once he has crept within 

I wonder if he hopes to see 
The~anI might have been. 

. This speaks to our universal condition. 
We should not try to deny the existence of such feelings of 

remorse. They mark our painful progress through life. 
But regardless of how real these experiences are, they are 

by no means all that we encounter along the way. Just as the 
darkness of night gives way to morning, so the human 
darkness that sometimes threatens to engulf us is constantly 
pierced by fresh shafts of light. I am constantly amazed at 
the entirely unexpected ways in which this light filters 
through to us. It reminds us of the central truth of 
Christmas: that God's light has reached this pitiful little 
planet of ours, and the darkness will not overcome it! 

It is good that we recall the many times and ways in which 
we have been assured of this. We have experienced God's light 
this past year in a small family circle in Newton, Kansas, 

where we were invited to stay overnight during a brief visit 
at Bethel College. Through tenacious devotion the mother 
and father in this home have helped their child with Down's 
Syndrome become a remarkable young man, with the 
vocabulary of a college graduate and the awareness of a 

world traveller. We have never seen a greater miracle. 
We have felt God's light in reading about the courage of 

the Andre Trocme family and of their entire French parish, 
in a book reviewed elsewhere in this issue. 

We have seen God's light in the home of an elderly couple 
in Oak Lake, Manitoba, where the mother takes 24 hour 
shifts living and sleeping with severly retarded adults. 

We have sensed the presence of God's light in the face of a 
young woman who told us with great sincerity that she 
wanted to find a vocation in which she could help children 
with learning disabilities. Our younger generation is far from 
washed up! 

We have continued to see God's light in places where it has 
shone before: in a home near us where good friends are cop
ing bravely with deep loss and injury; in another home where 
for more than two decades a couple has continued to grow 
together in love despite a disfiguring disease; in a small 
apartment in Winnipeg where a single older lady remains 
fresh and alive in her thinking and constantly encourages us 
when that is needed; in the life of a young writer who is 
wrestling passionately with truth. The list is long. There are 
many more sources of light that we could mention here. Hardly 
a day goes by in which we are not, to use a phrase of C.S. 
Lewis, "surprised by joy". 

This too is a part of the "realism" that we experience as we 
grow older. God's light has come, and the acts of courage 
and compassion that we have described here are not sen
timental figments of our imagination. The miracle of 
Bethlehem is repeated in the lives of countless persons 
around us, who allow God's light to shine in the midst of 
their own darkness. That light did not go out at Golgatha, 
and it does not need to go out or diminish in our own lives. To 
live in darkness is to build only on the tragedies and dis
appointments of life. To live in the light means not that we ig
nore such darkness, but rather that in the midst of it we choose 
to build our lives on the numerous loving demonstrations of 
light that God permits to shine all around us. 

We believe this Christmas, with the poet James Russell 
Lowell: 

Truth forever on the scaffold, 
Wrong forever on the throne, -
Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
And, behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow, 
keeping watch above his own. 

May the light of Christmas dispel your darkness! R.V. 

ALLMAR'S 

ALLMAR DISTRIBUTORS LTD. 
287 Riverton Ave., Winnipeg 

DISTRIBUTORS OF BUILDING MATERIALS. 
AND BUILDERS & ARCHITECTURAL HARDWARE ..... 

BRANCHES: REGINA SASKATOON VANCOUVER 

Wishing all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year FROM MANAGEMENT & STAFF 
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business and professional directory 

G. K. BRAUN INSURANCE SERVICES LTD. 

G3 
LIFE AND GENERAL INSURANCE 

INCLUDING l8Y!~)l 

For service, phone or come to: 

171 Donald St., Rm. 301 
Winnipeg, Man. R3C 1M4 
Phone: 942-6171 

Box 130, 
Rosenort, Man. ROG 1 WO 

Phone 1-746-8411 

Thorne 
Riddell 

Chartered Accountants 
1200-220 Portage Avenue 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
A3e OM 

Telephone 957·1770 

• 
OFFICES IN 

ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES IN CANADA 

Manacc 
Accounting 
Services Ltd. 
206 - 3074 PORTAGE AVENUE 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R3K OY2 

888-0851 

H.H. Driedger R.I.A. S. "Butch" Isaak 

BROOKDALE AGENCIES 
SPECIALIZING IN FARM PROPERTY 

BUS. 745-6014 
RES. 745-3698 

PAUL 
KLASSEN 

Broker 

• 
35 ist St. S.W. 

CARMAN, MANITOBA 
Member of the W!mlpeg Real Estate Board ROG OJO 

JOHN FEHR INSURANCE 
1110 Henderson Hwy. Ph: 338·7811 

HOMEOWNERS PACKAGE • COMMERCIAL • FIRE • LIFE 

AUTHORIZED ~ AGENT 

CAll US FOR A QUOTATION FOR All YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS 

--- COURTEOUS PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ---

WILLIAM MARTENS 

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR 

703 Somerset Place 
294 Portage Avenue 

WINNIPEG 1, MANITOBA 
Telephone 942-7247 

REAL EST ATE SPECIALISTS 
BUYING & SELLING 

Contact 

CLIFF PENNER 
PHONE 338-0301 
102 • 1695 Henderson Highway 

Complete Real Estate Services R2G I PI 

DELBRO REAL ESTATE 

300 tablets, vitamin C • 
500 mg, <?NLY $5 

Send cheque to: 

NUTRISTAR 
Box 246, 624 Dakota Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2M 4A5 

Building materials at very competitive prices 

• • • 
1126 Henderson Hwy. Phone 668-4470 

POlET lUMBER & SUPPLY lTD. 
FORMERLY REDEKOPP LUMBER & SUPPLY LTD. 
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the heavens that Holy'Night 

the Savior was born. For 

nearly tvvo thousand years 

that bright spirit has 

flouri~hed as we rejoice each 

Cln::islmas season, and 
~ ~ " 

reaffirm our faith in His Holy 

Birth , May His true spirit 

abide with you through the 

Holy Season and for all time. 

MONARCH INDUSTRIES 


