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RELAX AND SEE NORTH AMERICA FROM AN EASY CHAIR 

18 DAYS 

FLORIDA 
PINE TO PALM 

TOUR. 

Highlights of this tour include Daytona Beach. 
Orlando, Cypress Gardens, a three night stay 
in Fort Lauderdale and a two nights stay in 
Tampa, where you will see the world famous 
Busch Gardens. 

January 12th, 26th 
February 9th, 16th 

March 2nd 

CALIFORNIA & 
ARIZONA TOUR 

We travel via Salt Lake City to Las Vegas and 
Anaheim, California, the home of Disneyland . 
This tour also includes a memorable three 
nights in San Diego, and also three nights in 
Tucson. Arizona. 

January 19th 
February 2nd 

PLAN YOUR WINTER 
HOLIDAY NOWI 

CHOOSE FROM 6 
MAGNIFICENT TOURS! 

21 DAYS 

SAN DIEGO, 
SAN FRANCISCO 

TOUR 

Highlights of this tour include Las Vegas, 
Anaheim, (and Disneyland) and a two night 
stay in San Francisco. As this tour returns via 
the Canadian route you will also see the 
dazzling splendour of Glacier National Park 
and Banff. 

21 DAYS 

March 6th 
October 9th 

TEXAS, 
NEW ORLEANS 

TOUR 

. You will spend two wonderful nights in New 
Orleans, Rockport and Brownsville . There will 
also be a three night stay In San Antonio, 
Texas. 

BAHAMAS FLORIDA TOUR 
20 DAYS - 1st DEPARTURE FEBRUARY 22nd 

* Due to the popularity of this trip we have scheduled an extra departure 
from Winnipeg 

2nd Departure March 1, 1979 
Travel to Florida with your luxurious scenic cruiser through Indiana, Tennessee, Georgia and 
board your cruise ship in Florida - The S.S. Emerald Seas - the largest and most elegant ship sailing 
to the Bahamas. 
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and 

CAREFREE 

Complete Package 
Tours include: 

Transportation via 
Luxurious Motorcoach 
for entire Sightseeing 
Tour, Professional Tour 
Drivers and Hosts (or 
Hostesses); . 
First Class Hotels; Bell 
Boys plus interesting 
side Tours. 

Ocean 
Cruise & Ferry 
Crossing 
Where 

Applicable_ 

• 
PHONE 
CIRCLE 
TOURS LTD . 

775-8046 
or 
see 
your 
T·ravel 
Agent 



-----MARKETING CAREER-----

Kitchen Craft is a leading kitchen cabinet manufacturer with a western Canadian 
scope. Our corporate growth is bas~d on expanding markets and development of 
the human resource potential in our people. 

We have an opening in our Manitoba region for a young, dynamic individual with 
a vision for a market ing career in the construction industry. He must be 
aggressive, amicable and willing to assume responsibilities. Experience is not 
essential but a definite asset. This position is a unique opportunity to develop 
your abilities with a strong enterprising company. 

Please submit immediately a written resume outlining qualifications and 
anticipated remuneration to: Marketing Director, Kitchen Craft of Canada Ltd., 
1180 Springfield Road, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2Z 2Z2 

Best wishes/or the New Year 
from the Westgate staff 

Standing left to right: Diana BriJIndl. Dave Wiebe . Wtt\ Barmeier. Hedy Sitting left to right: Brian Matwichuk. Larry Ens. AJ Klassen. Jake Pankratz. 
Martens , GlIrry Froese. Heimo Bachmeyer. Frank En ns, Rudy Friesen, John Enns, l ynn Falk . Elsie Nickel 
lynette Wiebe Mluing: Norman Wall 

The senior students present the operetta 
FIN IAN'S RAINBOW on February 2 & 3, 8 p.m. 
Students & Children $1.00 Adults -$2.00 
Please call the office for tickets. Location to be announced . 

WESTGATE MENNONITE COLLEGIATE 
86 Westgate 

775·7111 

( ly1frror miX-UP) 

From among the 20 entries to the 
November Mix-up, Margaret 
Penner, of Fleming A venue, Win
nipeg, was selected winner. A cash 
prize is on its way. 

The answers to the December 
contest were pear, store, break,. 
adorn, adorn, tinsel, and cherub. 

The letters are to be re-arranged . 
. and written in the squares to form 
words. Letters which fall into the 
squares with circles are to be 
arranged to complete the answer at 
the bottom of the puzzle. 

A winner will be drawn at ran
dom from among the current entries 
and the prize awarded . . 

Entries must be sen~t to the 
Mirror office by January 28, 1979. 

Name _________ _ 

Address ____ .-:.... ___ _ 

Town/City ______ _ 

Postal Code _______ _ 

Send entries to: 
Mix-up Contest 

Mennonite Mirror 
203-818 Portage Avenue 

Winnipeg, Manitoba · R3G ON4 
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Compliments of 

Biblically rl nted 
Educationally xc lIent 

Evangelically mmitted 
Interdenominationally c ncerned 

Vocationally directed 
Socl lIy aware 

Evangelistic lI y nth used 

MBS CONSTRUCTION 

(1977 Ltd.) 

• 
301 • 1695 
Henderson Highway 

Tel. 339·2067 

The gra~s withers, 
the flowers fade, 
but the Word of our God 
endures for evermore. 

Isaiah 40:8 

Winnipeg Seminary i. dedicated to the only two thing. 
which la.t forever: people and the Word of God. 
Everything el.e i. programmed for de.traction. 

We believe 

' . Mit'. e.pedall" appropriate 
that .cholar. be involved 
in helping fulflU 
Jee •• ' Commi •• ion." 

Winnipeg Theological Seminary I 

Otterburne , Manitoba ROA IGO 
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THE COVER: This pen-and-ink sketch entitled Sunday Afternoon is from 
the recently published book Mennonite Country: Waterloo County, that is 
reviewed in this issue on page 19. 

HOME CENTRE 

807 McLeod Ave. , 

Winnipeg , Manitoba 

R2G OY4 

Ph. (204) 667-8686 

The Finest in Bathroom Fixtures - Plumbing -
Electrical Appliances - G.E. Jenn-Air 
Air Conditioning - Newtone Central Vacuum Systems 

A lot of people 
like the 
Royal Bank 

for 
Bonus 
Savings 
Accounts 
(It's an 
interesting 
proposition) 

.... ~ .... ~ ROYAL BANK 
'e serving Manitoba 

. 
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Ingrid Rimland Tarns 
to face the forces 
that shaped her life 

By Mary M. Eons 

Ingrid Rimialld's The Wanderers, this 
intentionally controversial novel, has hit 
the Mennonite bookshelves with some 
force, drawing either blood or acclaim, 
but either way, wonder at its powerful 
impact. It is the tale of three women who 
survived the Russian Revolution, the 
Battle of Berlin in the Second World 
War, and the physical, spiritual and 
emotional jungles of Paraguay. What 
was the force that shaped the destiny of 
this writer who brought it all into focus? 

Ingrid Rimland was born in 1936 in 
Halbstadt, the Ukraine. Her life has been 
a conglomeration of fascinating, disturb
ing, mind-boggling events . . After the 
Revolution came the incredible trek to 
Germany. They were in the midst of a 
mass massacre, when .within the radius of 
six kilometers 60,000 people were shot to 
death within 24 hours. The family survived 
when all the world seemed to be on fire: 
the Russian army . on one side, the 
German army on the other, and they in 
the middle. Rimland says she was unable 
to speak for a week when it was over. 
Then came the trying years in Paraguay. 

Instead of allowing all these horrendous 
experiences to ferment forever within 
her, scarring her philosophy, her outlook 
on life, she decided to explore her past, 
and the force that had made her, and that 
of the Mennonite people. She felt com
pelled to write the story in order to find 
peace and a future for herself. She was 
prodded by a sense of "mission". Listening 
to Alex Haley when he discussed his now 
famous Roots she marvelled, "I've got a 
story as big as yours!" . 

The Wanderers is woven into a saga as 
seen first through the eyes of Katya, Ii 
staunch and devout-to-her-del;lth woman 
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with the awesome Mennonite strentft.h. 
taking everything from the hands of th 
Lord, never questioning. The second part 
of the book is the account of Sara and 
portrays in Rimland's poignant, descrip
tive style the character and the compr -
mising survival-tactics of this thoroughly 
indoctrinated child of the Soviet univer . 
The author is firm in her belief that, right 
or wrong, she owes her life to thea 
compromises made by her mother . 't'he 
final section depicts Karin, represent ing 
the turbulence and rebellion in Rimland's 
own life. "It was a relief to write, in the 
form of fiction, what I could never have 
done otherwise," she says. 

Today Miss Rimland lives in Stockton. 
California, with her two young sons. By 
profession she is a child psychologist. h 
hopes eventually to put all her time <mrl 
effort into writing. This will probably 
come about as early as next May if shl& is 
granted the Guggenheim she has applied 
for. By her own definition she is a 
"stubborn, self-disciplined, very bard 
worker." There has to be a drive, a for 
behind this woman who until 11 year ago 
spoke no English and had had a total of 
three years of education, and that in 
Paraguay. Though she and her family 
emigrated from Paraguay to St. Catha
rines, Ontario, in 1960, she learned no 
English because she lived in self-imposed 
semi-isolation tied down physically and 
psychologically to her severely brain 
damaged son. In 1967, in an effort to find 
help for the boy they moved to Wichita, 
Kansas. She realized she needed the 
English language and some psychology in 
order to really help her child. This moti
vation was catalystic in her learning the 
new language, now her favorite. 

In that same year in a fervor, a 
compulsion to study, she literal1y bull-

dozed her way into two provisional classes 
at the university. Quite an undertaking 
without the benefit of the language to 
use! Today she has several degrees to her 
credit. By May 1979 she will have com" 
plated the work toward her doctorate. 
During seven or eight of these years of 
gruelling hard work she researched and 
wrote The Wanderers. 
M.M.: Which scars, which idio yncracies 
from your tumultuous past cling to you 
today? 
Rimland: As a young person I was rebel
lious and headstrong. I had a leaden soul 
and even now take everything very 
seriously. I have been accused of lacking 
any sense of humor. I don't see myself as 
a well put together person, but I am now 
at peace with myself and others. How
ever, I am heavy-hearted, heavy-handet;i , 
rejecting frivolity and the superficial. I 
seek out persons with substance and tend 
to be impatient with mediocre people. I 
don't like having them around. 
M.M.: Is that a preposterous thing to 
say? , 
Rimland: Well, I'm a little ashamed of 
myselffor this impatience. It is, however, 
not a judgement but is a result of the 
times, of the sacrifices I made in my 
youth. We were simply in such emotional, 
intellectual and physical poverty that 
there was very little there for someone of 
my potential. But I see myself very much 
in transition. A greater tolerance has 
come to me in the past few years. It is 
easy to be generous when you feel good 
about yourself. You can't when you're 
hu:nlting. 

Rimland has cause to feel "good". The 
response to this stimulating book has 
been overwhelming. She admits the suc
cess has been a very sweet, heady 
feeling. She was given the CalifOrnia 



Literature Medal Award in 1977 for a 
best first novel. The first printing of 
7,000 . is already sold out. Considering 
that Concordia Publishing House is a 
restricted publisher and not' in the secular 
market, and that therefore' exposure hits 
in pockets, this is most heartening. She 
hopes for further success next year when 
Bantam Books put out. in paper back, the 
revised version of the book. 

With exceptions. the Mennonites have 
responded very well to the novel. Dr. 
George K. Epp, president of CMBC. in 
diseussionof The Wanderers and its 
author: " ... Ingrid ~imland is a talented 
writer and the literary qualities of The 
Wanderers will not be disputed .... The 
approach of this author resembles the 
method of nineteenth century Naturalists 
who focused on the evils of society to 
shock their contemporaries, but they 
hardly presented a balanced picture of 
the reality in which they lived. ·. . . The 
question would have to be asked: Is this a 
historical novel or is it just another 
novel?'" 

Rinlland appeared at the World Confer
erice in Wichita last summer in order to 
promote her book. Response to this was 
generally very good. "But many things 
have changed", she says. "The point I 
had been trying to make, namely that 
Mennonites will not change. no matter 
what. is no longer valid. At the conference 
it occurred to me that what Hitler and 
Stalin and World War I and II could not 
do, affluence has done. I feel I caught the 

end of ethnicity. I feel regret, sorrow, 
but privileged to have known what I do 
know, and that I had the legitimacy to 
say what I did. Some, especially older 
people, have been critical. Others call me 
from across the continent to say, 'that's 
exactly how it was.' Most of the response 
from the Chaco was: 'How dare you!' 
They are very literal people and take 
objection to the ficticious liberties I have 
taken in the book. I could have used more 
help, even financial; more acceptance 
from the Mennonites. At that time I was 
known to have left everything, to have, 
sort of, negated." 

Rimland is quite open in saying she is 
not a Mennonite. "I was never a, Menno
nite by conviction, though my background 
was." Yet her message to the young of 
America is: "Guard the rituals and tradi
tions that were built up among the 
Mennonites over the past 400 years. 

. They are sacred and meaningful. Don't 
. throw all this away, not caring, as Karin, 
in the book, threw away the letter." 
M.M: I have some difficulty in the last 
section of the book. Considering the 
incredible detail . in other parts,it seems 
there are sequences left undeveloped 
here. Then too, I find it hard to give 
credibility to the character of Ohm Jasch 
Kovalsky. A man of no consequence in 
Russia. a turncoat, should so easily 
become the honoured, revered leader of 
the Gemeind in Paraguay? 
Rimland: I agree it needed a little more 
detail. Even then, large sections of the 

book have been removed editorially as 
being 'such a catalogue of calamaties 
that nobody would . want to struggle 
through it'. I feel this was damaging to 
the whole. As to Ohm Jasch, that case 
was not the rule but these situations did 
happen. He is a composite oftwo or three 
men. Most of our good leaders were 
buried in Russia. And his marriage-you 
see, in Paraguay, people were thrown 
together who did not belong together. 
M.M: Are there historical inaccuracies 
that are serious flaws? 
Rimland: The story is very true to the 
essence of the Mennonite experience; 
that is important. Let the historians 
battle with the flaws. To use one example. 
My use of the pictpre of Stalin on the wall 
ofa Mennonite home . was a symbol of 
their weakerHng faith. . 
M.}{: What imprint would you like to 
leay~ ~ventually? 
Rimland: I would like it to my credit. I 
would like to be known as the writer who 
has written the Mennonite Epic. 

The question is, can Rimland. as power
ful and pa,ssionate a writer as she is 
today, really hope to write the Mennonite 
epic when there appears to be a negating 
of Mennonite ideology, an absence of 
Mennonite identification. of pride and 
fight for a comIllon goal, a going beyond 
the first mile to help your brother? But, 
whatever it is she writes. Rimland will be 
heard from. Most of us are looking with 
anticipation to her next book. mm 

START -L..J...-J.-l-~~~ 
ABE TTE R~~--+--+--#t--+---1 
NEW YEAR 4--+--+--~--+--1 

BY SAVING REGULARLY 

Use your Credit Union for all it is worth . 

CROSSTOWN CREDIT UNION LIMITED 

1250 Portage ave . 
171 Donald St. 
1110 Henderson Hwy. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

783-7081 
947-1243 
338-0365 

R.R.S.P. 10% 

• Savings 

• -Insured Savings 

• Plus the opportunity of winning 
some of our lovely prizes. -

Tickets will be entered for every $20.00 you add 
to your present savings account. Draws will be 
made quarterly for s!llall electrical applicances, 
etc. 

Serving the Mennonite People in Manitoba 
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German couple finds 
Hutterites prefer the 
married state 

talking about getting married, but wanted 
to wait till we got back to Austria and 
our relatives." But as the request of the 
Hutterites was so urgent, the two decided 
to get married. On June 21, they were 
united in a civil marriage in Brandon. 
Christa WinkJer: "We still intend to make 
up for the church wedding once we are 
back in Austria." Since then, the Hutter
ites have become close friends of the 
Pirkers-and have come to terms with 
this solution. Whether a wedding takes 
place in a registrar's office or in church is 
all the same to them, as long as they 
know they are married. 

Wolfgang and Christa Pirker will con
tinue with their studies until January 
1979. They will concentrate their studies 
on the following Hutterite Colonies: Cry
stal Springs, James Valley, Fairholme, 
Riverband and Deerboine (all in Mani
toba). After finishing their studies, they 
want to publish a book, referring mainly 
to the subject of the social and economic 
structure of the Hutterite Colonies.-On 
the side, Christa Pirker works at urban 
geography for the town of Brandon. She 
is studying the development and structure 
of a typical Canadian Prairie town. mID 

At the end of 1977 the federal govern
ment of Austria granted financial aid to 
Christa Winkler and WolfgangPirker, 
both from the University of Salzburg, for 
a one year study tour to Canada. Neither 
one of them knew that their work in 
Canada would drastically change their 
own lives. Their studies concerned immi
grants living in Canada, whose ancestors 
came from Austria. 

Both students found out rather quickly 
that this kind of Canadian is hard to find. 
Wolfgang Pirker, however, remembered 
having read-back at the library of his 
university-a short article on the Hutter
ites, who had originated in Austria. He 
and his fellow student started out by 
trying to find out where these Hutterites 
now lived. 

They visited many Hutterite Colonies 
in Manitoba, and spent two months 
travelling through Canada and the U. S. to ' 
study the religious community of these 
former descendants of Carinthia and Ty
rol. 

But then the Hutterites decisively inter
fered in the lives of these two young 
people. 

"After a few weeks" says Wolfgang 
Pirker "we noticed that the Hutterites 
treated us with increasing reserve. We 
could not figure out the reason for this." 

Soon enough they learned the reason 
for this behaviour. Whoever visits the 
Hutterites as a couple hils to be prepared 
as a matter of course for two questions. 
The first: "Who are you?" Well, this 
question for most people is easily 
answered. The second question, how
ever, may be a little awkward for some 
people: "Is that your wife?" The answer 
to this wasn't difficult for the two stu
dents-they had known each other for 
more than four years-: "No." 

To Wolfgang Pirker and Christa Wink
ler it seemed self-evident that in our 
times two people should be able to live 
together without necessarily getting mar
ried. Not so for the Hutterites. "We do 
not like that sort of thing," they thought 
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at the beginning, and later openly expres" 
sing their opinions. 

"The sentiments against our way of 
living together became at times quite 
intolerable, actually to the point where 
they refused to give us any further inter
views," explained Christa Winkler. 

But one day all this was changed. The 
students visited the colony of James 
Valley near Winnipeg to carry out further 
studies. Wolfgang Pirker: "I overheard a 
man asking the minister: 'Did you already 
tell them?' To which the minister 
answered: 'No, but I will do so in a 
moment.' " 

In the candid way of the Hutterites, 
the minister thereupon explained to the 
students that· his Hutterite community. 
even though they were fond of the 
couple, could not accept their way of 
living together, since it went against all 
their principles. He did not just indicate 
that he and his brothers in the faith 
would be pleased to see the two get 
married, but in no uncertain terms made 
the continuation of their further studies 
dependent thereupon. 

Wolfgang Pirker: "We were anyhow 

The article was first published in the 
Courier-Nordwesten September 21, 1978, 
by Axel Meyer. English translation by 
E. Schlichting. 

HOUSE FOR SALE 
At Niverville, Manitoba, 20 min. from 
Winnipeg, 1,758 sq. ft., 3 Bdr. Bi-Ievel 
with attached garage. Completely 
finished Rec-room. Situated on large 
lot in a quiet bay. Home features fully 
landscaped yard, patio, wall "to-wall 
carpeting, dining-room, and large con
venient ianding. Exceptionally well built 
by owner; this home is warm and 
lovely. Only 1 year old, this home is 
priced for immediate sale at only 
$56,600.00. 
Call MARK ALLEN REALTY, WINNI
PEG, Man., phone 257-2514 Mr. Bob 
Heinrichs 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REQUIRED BY 
EDEN MENTAL HEALTH CENTRE 

WINKLER, MANITOBA 

The Centre - is a modern 40 bed mental health centre with an 
active community out-patient program backed by professional 
resources of all related disciplines. 

The Position - as chief executive officer, to be responsible for the 
overall management, operations and development of the Centre. 

The qualifications - skills in human relations, program formula
tion and co-ordination, public relations, and a commitment to 
basic Christian values and ideals. 

The salary and benefits - commensurate with Government
M.G.E.A. Agreement. 

Application - Send complete resume by January 26, 1979 to C. 
Rempel,651 Haney St., Winnipeg, Man. R3R OY7. 



By P.L. Neufeld 

Few persons have been given so little 
credit in Mennonite, even generally in 
Canadian, history for truly noteworthy 
achievement as Colonel John Stoughton 
Dennis, Jr. 

Two reasons manifesting the former 
involve our extreme reluctance to admit 
that non-Mennonites sometimes played 
positive roles in our destiny and our 
equally strong aversion to praising persons 
who acquired great fame as military men. 
Canadian historians, on the other hand, 
have ignored this remarkable man simply 
because of his name: the old 'sins of the 
father: This man's father, too, was a 
colonel, his Christian names also John 
Stoughton, his occupation and several 
accomplishments on our western frontier 
very similar to his son. But, according to 
many historians, Col. J.S. Dennis . Sr. 
blundered badly, and his role in the · Red 
River Rebellion of 1869-70 where he 
opposed Louis Riel has been roundly 
condemned. Many use him as scapegoat 
on whom to pin the major blame for that 
revolt. Thus, through the years, whenever 
the name J .S. Dennis cropped up histor
ians often confused son and father; even 
those who didn't studiously avoided com
menting in a positive manner about a 
man with a black-listed name. 

It is high time Col. J.S. Dennis Jr. be 
granted his rightful place in history, · 
especially Mennonite history. About one
fourth of all Mennonites in Canada (myself, 
wife, family and most relatives included), 
as well as many Poles, Danes, French
Canadians, Dutch, Germans,Norwegians 
and Swedes would not have made it to 
this country were it not for him. 

Col. J.S. J)ennis 

Army officer played 
key role in Bloving 
Mennonites to Prairies 

John Jr. was born October 22, 1856 at 
Weston, Ontario. He was 13 when his 
father became involved in that 'first Riel 
rebellion', 15 when his dad became Cana
da's first surveyor general in John A. 
Macdonald's administration. He attended 
Trinity College, Upper Canada College in 
Toronto, and graduated with first class 
honors from Kingston mi.ij.tary college. 
Before he fought in the 1885 Northwest 
Rebellion ('second Riel. rebellion') as a 
29-year-old commanding officer in charge 
of the Dominion Land Surveyors Corps 
(commonly dubbed · Dennis Scouts) he'd 
already helped explore and survey lakes 
Winnipeg, Manitoba and Winnipegosis, 
surveyed . the major meridian in the 
Northwest Territories, surveyed much of 
Hudson's Bay Company property in Winni
peg, Prince Albert and Kenora into 
residential lots, laid out and built Winni
peg's flrst sewage system, and laid out 
and surveyed many Brandon and Regina 
lots. ' . 

Until 1902, when Dennis joined the 
CPR as"superintendent and chief engineer 
constructing what became western Cana
da's famous irrigation scheme at Bassano 
Dam near Lethbridge, he'd racked up 
other outstanding accomplishments. These 
included: administering the Irrigation Act 
in Alberta, during which period his 
personal report to Ottawa following an 
extensive fact-finding tour of western 
U.S. laid the foundation not only for that 
document itself but created the legal 
basis for all subsequent such legislation 
and development in Canada. As chief 
engineer, and later as chief commissioner, 
of the old Northwest Territories he was 
in charge of c:lesignand constructiono( all 
public buildings and bridges in the West, 

operation of all ferries and supervising all 
road improv,ements. 

In 1904 Dennis Jr. took a giant step 
towards settling our Prairies when he 
recommended that 98,000 acres of CPR 
land in Alberta not be irrigated because 
of higher elevation; but instead be sold 
as grazing land at low prices or, if arable, 
sold to prospective farmers using . 'dry 
farming' methods introduced in Canada 
by the Mennonite settlers of the 
treeless open plains of Red River Valley 
in 1874-6. This land was sold within two 
years; then some further 110,000 irrigable 
and 30,000 non-irrigable acres in. south
eastern Assiniboia were snapped up by 
settlers. 

From 1907-14 Col. Dennis initiated 
settlement in Alberta of: a Polish commu
nity from Krakow;. a Danish colony from 
Iowa; a French-Canadian settlement; a 
Dutch colony from Holland; Kurt Thaden 
of Germany's immigrantso.D 10,0Q0 acres; 
land sales to prospective emigrants ·· in 
Denmark, Norway and Sweden;. Lutheran 
Rev. T.O.F. Herzer's thousands of Ger
man, Norwegian, Swedish,German-Rus
sian immigrants from the U.S. The colo
nel's practice of selecting mostly ethnic 
groups other than Anglo Saxon as immi
grants when both he and the company 
employing him were English is not · only 
highly remarkable, but most Christian. 

With . growing interest Col. Dennis had 
watched Mennonites on the southeastern 
Manitoba 'reserves' subdue the open 
plains and plant shelter belts. In fact, as 
minister of the interior, his father had 
had some involvement with them in late 
18708 and early '80s. More recently, 
Mennonites had begun settling in what is 
now Saskatchewan and Alberta at places 
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like Rosthern, Swift Current and Dids
bury, some on CPR land. Eventually he 
arrived at a firm decision: he wouldn't 
rest until able to negotiate settlement of 
a large bogy of Mennonites on the central 
and western Prairies. 

In 1914, the younger Dennis tried to 
negotiate an emigration of Mennonites to 
the Prairies from Russia. At first, talks 
broke down because his representative, 
A.M. Evalenko, didn't possess sufficient 
clout with the Tzarist government offi
cials to persuade the Duma to permit 
recruitment of any more Mennonite 
settlers. He then negotiated through 
CPR agent, Ross Owen in Vladivostok, 
and was just beginning to make progress 
when the First World War and the over
lapping Russian Revolution intervened. 
At this point, he came within a hair's 
breadth of saving the lives of many 
Mennonites who perished in that holo
caust, some of them my family's relatives. 

Col. Dennis' involvement in that war 
and revolution was three-fold: recruit 
American soldiers as part of the British
Canadian recruiting mission in the U.S., 
serve as Canadian Red Cross commis
sioner and Canadian trade commissioner 
in Russia during 1918, fight Russian 
Communists as transport and intelligence 
director of the Canadian Brigade as part 
of an allied force sent to Siberia in 1919 to 
help the White army. Military medals 
acquired those five years included Com
panion of the Orders of St. Michael and 
St. George, Northwest Medal with clasp, 
Great War Medal with Palm, citation and 
dispatches, Victory Medal, Cross of Si
beria, Medal of Serbian Red Cross, Medal 
of the Army and Navy Veterans of 
Britain. 

A 63-year-old hero, Dennis returned to 
Canada. Most men would have been quite 
content to retire and rest on the many 
laurels. Not the colonel! He had unfinished 
business. And his participation inside 
Russia during the greatest upheaval that 
country had known, as Red Cross director 
and military commander, had strength
ened rather than weakened his earlier 
resolve to settle a large body of Menno
nites from Russia on his beloved Prairies. 
Now, as chief commissioner of coloniza
tion and development for CPR, he was 
convinced it could be accomplished. 

Just before the war Col. Dennis had 
got German-speaking pastor Herzer and 
many Lutherans to settle CPR land. 
Realizing no doubt that much of the 
success in settling the 1870s Mennonites 
from Russia in Red River Valley had been 
due to a German-speaking immigration 
agent, William Hespeler of Winnipeg, he 
selected Rev. Herzer as trouble-shooter 
to represent him in Europe. 

Herzer shuttled to and fro between 
Libeau, Latvia and Southampton, England 
ironing out the countless negotiating pro
blems which were encountered with the 
new Communist regime during that highly 
chaotic period immediately following 
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Russia's bloody civil war. For the Menno
nites, most of whom had lost everything 
in the revolution, Dennis provided a 
great deal of ready credit, low rail and 
steamship rates with a single through 
fare to a Canadian Prairie location, assist
ed in creating the Mennonite land settle
ment board of colonization with the able 
B.B. Janz as chairman to facilitate that 
massive resettlement, and when the immi
grants arrived helped them buy large 
farms of 8,000-12,000 acres to later resell 
among themselves in districts like Ham
burg and Flaxcombe in Saskatchewan 
and Meadows, · East Selkirk, Arnaud. 
Springstein and Whitewater in Mani
toba-resulting eventually in some 30 .• 000 
Mennonites finding homes in western 
Manitoba and in Saskatchewan. 

Col. John Stoughton Dennis Jr. had 
finally realized his old dream of settling a 
large body of Mennonites on the Prairies. 
In 1930 he retired from his CPR post. but 
remained associated with that company 
as immigration advisor. Though 74 he 
continued serving as president of the 
Engineering Institute of Canada. Eight 
years later that organization selected him 
to receive the coveted Sir John Kennedy 
medal, which had to be presented at his 
hospital bed in Victoria, B.C .• the city in 
which he'd lived with his wife and 

----------------------w .. ---

daughter of late. A few hours later he 
was dead. 

In paying tribute to Dennis just after 
his death, CPR's vice-president D.C. 
Coleman depicted .him as "A powerful and 
picturesque figure who marched towards 
his objectives with firm arid fearless 
steps. The very mention of the name 
John S. Dennis recalls to mind the 
development of the Canadian Prairies." 

Though some may argue that Dennis 
had ulterior motives governing his nego
tiations to bring a large · group of Menno
nites to this country: that of selling CPR 
land to them and acquiring them as 
paying rail and steamer passengers for 
that very long trek from Russia's steppes 
to Canada's western prairies. such an 
argument just doesn't hold water. Few of 
these immigrants settled on CPR land. 
the handful who did acquiring it at excep
tionally low prices. The traip-steamship 
rates for these particular immigrants was 
not only mostly on credit but also con
siderably lower than for regular passen
gers; and even then many unpaid fares 
were eventually written off. It's well 
known that 'God works . in mysterious 
ways' and I personally am fully convinced 
that He chose Col. John Stoughton Dennis 
Jr. to lead my people 'to the promised -
land'. mm 
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Courage is essential 
'in creative drive 

Mrs. Esther Horch delivered the opening 
address on the occasion of the 1978 
Me.nnonite Art Festival in Winnipeg. The 
following is an abridged version of her 
presentation. 

Eichendorf says, that, "In our industrial 
civilization imagination becomes a serious 
handicap to creativity. " Less and less 
people find vocations that satisfy both 

. body and spirit. There was a time when a 
shoemaker made Ii shoe, a woodworker 
could design and make a chair, and a 
builder planned and constructed his own 
house. These people conceived, designed, 
created, and rejoiced in their achievement. 
They were responsible for what they had 
produced, proud of it and also took the 

,blame. 
Mennonites have of necessity been a 

creative people in a practical setting, 
because all their ingenuity was geared to 
making a livin~ and this absorbed their 
creativity and total energy. When life 
became less demanding we continued to 
assess what was accomplished in terms of 
material benefits. 

I recall that shortly after we were 
married my husband and I were on a 
train returning to Winnipeg from Minnea
polis. I heard a young couple in the same 
coach speaking. "low German", so we 
concluded they must be Mennonite and 
decided to introduce ourselves to them. 
The young man said he was a farmer in 
southern Manitoba and .then asked ' my 
husband what he did. He told him he was 
a musician. The man replied, "That's 
nice. but what do you do for a living?" 
"Music" said my husband. The farmer 
looked baffled and replied, "yes, yes, but 
how do you earn your bread and butter?" 

Fifty years ago, practically everything 
done by Mennonites in Canada had to be 
measured in terms of a livelihood, and 
sometimes, I think, this attitude still 
prevails and it takes courage to be 
creative in a Mennonite community lest 
one be thought of as wasting time and 
energy. 

I remember my brother, who is a. 
creative devoted scientist, saying to me, 
many years ago, when he did innovative 
experiments for the University of Chicago, 
"Amazing! I'm getting paid for what I 
love to do". 

In our time, industrialization and mate
rialism engulf us at most occupations and 
leave little incentive to be creative. 
People are used like tools or as an 
extension of machines. However, the 

longing to create remains and unless it is 
fullfilled the soul becomes dull and listless. 
Consequently creativity takes on extra
curricular forms. 

In our homes we can create an atmo
sphere in which JIlinds can expand and 
imaginations, be stimulated. This has 
nothing to do with complexity or material 
benefits. Beaudelaire says, "All children 
are geniuses. Genius is nothing but child
hood clearly revealed and endowed with 
all the verile powers of maturity for its 
expression." And, Goethe claimed that 
the greatness of art has little to do with 
complexity. 

To create means to make something 
out of nothing-something that was not 
here before, be it an idea, a poem, a piece 
of music, a song', a ,story, a form, or a 
picture. 

We all live in two worlds, the one we 
see, hear, feel and experience objectively, 
and on the other hand; the one which is 
intuitive and.born out of our imagination 
and stimulates creativity. Unfortunately 
the latter is often crowded out. Creators 
experience what the ordinary eye does 
not see, like when Michelangelo said to a 
contractor who was discarding a broken 
stone, "I will take that because there is 
an angel within it and I must release it." 

Mennonites, at least in times past, 
have had a tendency to look with mis
giving on those who manifest more origi
nality than we are accustomed to in our 
practical outlook on life. Sometimes, I 
suspect, we are even frightened by new 
ideas. Why? Probably because they pose 
new responsibilities, but, the creativity 
of a people is also a mirror of their soul. 

It is said that the child, the fool, the 
poet, and the saint are together in their 
longing for God and to be co-creators 
with God; Have we the courage to 
identify with this group? The truly crea
tive person must also be able to make 
decisions , independently of the group. 
Every new idea emerges from one person 
and it · also takes courage to stand alone 
and anticipate acceptance from the group. 

Creativity begins with children who 
are uninhibited and thus naturally crea
tive but we soon teach them to conform. 
A young child was asked: "what are the 
10 loveliest things?" The child listed: the 
cold of ice cream, cool wind on a hot day, 
the crunch of leaves, a hot water bottle in 
a cold bed, baby kittens, and the feeling 
of clean clothes. 

Our sensory awareness is dulled by 

materialism. It is claimed that children 
under 10 write the most original letters 
because they regard everyone as an 
equal. This fits into our Mennonite Ana
baptist lay tradition. Children also think 
of God in relation to the things that 
happen around them. Only as they grow 
up they begin to think of God in terms of 
a structured building and religious cliches. 
J essamyn West says the most important 
question a mother can ask her child each 
night is not, "What did you learn today?" 
or "Have you brushed your teeth and said 
your prayers?" but rather, "What did you 
imagine today"? A child's prayer without 
imagination might as well be, "'Hickory, 
dickory dock," but the child that says, 
"Thank you, God, for postponing the rain 
until our picnic was over", or "Forgive 
me, God, for telling a lie", is communicat
ingwith God. Life pro~essively squelches 
the innate, naive capacity to be one's self. 
We need to encourage children to respond 
creatively. Feelings are stirred when we 
can again become childlike (not childish) 
and express the God-given creativeness 
within us. 

Creativity is a Christian virtue in 
which God and the soul meet the intelli
gence', the will, and the imagination. We 
can feel more intensely a creative expres
sion than a formal or scientific analysis. 
Dr. Paul Hiebert says: "Weare enabled 
to join God in his creativeness to merge 
the dynamic of our personalities with His 
personality." Erich Fromm goes as far as 
to say: "The person who cannot create 
wants to destroy." If this is true, creative
ness should be at the very core of Menno-
nite priorities. . 

Our creative people in every area of 
the arts have surfaced rapidly, within the 
last twenty to thirty years, sometimes 
even ux,welcomed because what they 
brought us came in unfamiliar wrappings. 
We may even have been unwilling to 
accept the revival of old traditions, from 
our specific heritage, because we were 
overly anxious to be recognized and 
identified with the dominant society. 
Nevertheless, it is important for . us to 
give credence to the creative efforts of 
our grandmother'S handwork, and the 
singing of simple songs by our lay choirs, 
that laid the foundation for what is taking 
place in our creative efforts in their new 
garb. Are we bridging the gap by incor
porating the old with the new, or are we 
taking an elitist stance and rejecting that 
which initially .gave birth to the present 
creative surge? Let us embrace the old 
and the simple, making it recognizable in 
the new and more complex. 

The annual Mennonite Art Festival is a 
manifestation of bridging the creative 
generation gap in every area of the arts. 
Creativeness in ever! generation is a 
true mirror of a people, and expresses 
the inexpressable. So, let us encourage 
creativity in every area and at all age 
levels and remember that it takes vision 
and courage to be . creative. rom 
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DER WELTFAHRER 

Ach, die Begier, sich immer auszubreiten, 
Herumzuschweifen, fremde Welt zu sehn, 
Entdeckungen zu machen, unstet bleiben, 
Und sich von allen Winden vorwaerts wehn! 

Doch wenn das Dort sich in ein Hier verwandelt, 
Und der Umsegler stoesst auf festes Land, 
Erkennt er schmerzlich seine Eingeschraenktheit; 
Was er erstrebt, zerrint in seiner Hand. 

Es sehnt sich dann der Wanderer nach Hause, 
Sein Schiff verlaesst die freudelose Bucht- , 
im trauten Daemmerlicht der eignen Huette, 
Wird ihm das Glueck, das er so lang gesucht. 

by Harry Loewen 

BOUND TO DEAD MEN 

A deadman's will leaves wealth to his descendants 
Who then are ruled by dead men all their lives; 
A dead man sits in all the halls of judgment, 
The living judges follow dead decrees; 
Our ills arise from dead men's tribulations, 
We die of cures with which dead doctors killed; 
Dead men prescribe the forms and regulations 
By whi~h we are to serve a living God. 

We read in dead men's books, 
We laugh at dead men's jokes, 
We cry at dead men's pathos-
The dead past plagues us like an evil dream. 
We must be dead ourselves before our influence 
Will touch the world which then will not be ours. 

No man should build a mansion for his children; 
Each generation should be left to build 
Its houses for itself and not for others. 
Our capitols, our city halls and churches 
Should not be built with stone and brick and mortar, 
But left to crumble every twenty years-
A hint to people that they might examine 
The institutions which they symbolize. 

by Harry Loewen 
Adapted from N. Hawthorne's 

House of the Seven Gables 
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THE CRICKET 

A cricket sang thewhole night long, 
Not knowing that its chirping song 
Disturbed a traveler's sleep. 
The traveler thought of this an.athat, 
He wished to know life's how and what, 
But life seemed all so deep. 

"How can you, cricket, sing your song 
When life is hard and suffering long, 
When night covers the land?" 
"I sing my song to call my mate, 
For love the hour is not too late, 
That's life I understand." 

The cricket ceased and thought awhile: 
"That man has traveled many a mile, 
Read books, philosophy-
And yet he cannot understand 
That all he needs is just one friend, 
To love, to know, and see." 

by Harry Loewen 

MOTOTSCHNJA,1920 

The Mennonite minister's living room 
dark with unaccustomed smoke. 
The Comrades eating at his table. 
He faced his judges. 
"Did your sons serve in the White army?" 
"One of them." 
"And the other?" 
"Shot by the Red Army." 
"Did we find this revolver in your house?" 
"Yes, but I didn't know it was there." 
"What shall we do?" 
"Shoot him." 
"Naturally. " 
"Then that's settled." 
"Take him away. 
We can decide on the other four 
after dinner." 

by Elmer Suderman 

Modified from the last section 
of Peter Epp's Erloesung. 



VETERAN 

He stops suddenly at his work 
Staring ahead, eyes 
Remembering atrocities. 
Threatetied, he recoils. 

Every night he awakens 
Sits up in horror, soul screaming. 
It is the same dream, always, the same cry: 
"Stop! My God! They are only children. Stop!" 

PULSATING HEARTS,WICmTA '78 

D. D. Duerksen, currently ~ teacher in 
the Winnipeg School Division, attended 
the Wichita Mennonite. World Conference 
and when he returned home he wrote a 

Million, Marvin, Paul 

What a triumvirate! 
So unlike 
Caesar, Pompey, and Crassus, 
triumvirate of convenience 
to crumble to dust in wake 
of Parthian treachery, 
of Pompey's severed head, 
and the Ides of March. 
What a triumvirate! 
So unlike ' 
Malenkov, Beria, Molotov, 
triumvirate of fear, 
only to crumble in the wake 
of B. and K. 
now too forgotten. 
What a triumvirate 
Echoes of Trinity: 
Million,-black father, 
directing, gently chiding 
with humour 
delinquent Mennos 
in Century II. 
Marvin, leading to Son, 
a greater than Menno, 
in moving 
Holy Communion. 
And the spirit of Paul 
guiding, helping, consoling 
througp minds and hands 
of many kindred spirits. 
Triumvirate of the Kingdom, ' 
of harmony and unity. 
of service and love! 
Thank you! God bless! 

Rose ' 

Sharp mind, laconic pricking thorns, 
and yet soft-petals ()i an Anabaptist heart; 
young, bright, articUlate, . 
thoughtfully blunt, 
always probing for 
the Truth. 

by Abram Johann Friesen 
Translated by Elmer F. Suderman 

series of poems about the people he met 
and the impressions they left. Here are 
some selections from that work. 

Bill 

You made a mark on my life, Bill. 
Not asMCC director, 
but as a person who 
polished my friend's shoes. 
How I hate polishing shoes! 
My mother always polished mine. 
.Today my son, will do it for a dollar. , 
Or else, they remain unpolished. 
We ate together, Bill, . 
and I was overwhelmed; 
you asked for my address; 
somehow I felt 
you were prepared 
to polish my shoes 
as well. 
I, too, want to take addresses 
to remember, and to polish shoes 
for others. 

Carol 

Carol, we did not have time 
to compare genealogies. 
Our surnames are spelled alike. 
Was your great-uncle the famous preacher 

of the Krim? 
Or was he the Oberschulze in 

Alexandertal? 
I have read a little about our great-uncle's 

generation. 
They were good people, but there was 

room for growth 
in Love-gentleness. 
I remember my father's generation: 
They were good people, but there was 

room for growth 
in Love-forbearance. 
And I see my own generation, 
I hope we are good people, but, God we 

need to grow 
in Love-hard, caring love, seeking the 

highest good • 
of others. 
And your generation, Carol? 
We all neeq, to grow in 
Agape! 

SONG INTO WIND 

Land with hills 
then a song out of elation . 
the valleys breathe. 

And the woods drive in 
heavens pour-long ago silenced 
the dawn breaks out of the hive 
of swirling stars. 

A rue-you see lonely faces
whom shall we ask 
about him and them, 
they come to meet us: your hair and 
a word - over long waters 
perches a bird. 

Then you sing 
late into the landscape of rivers 
to the rocky shores of the sea 
a path with thistles and thorns-

Sing onto the haunches of darkness 
I hear you, in my hands 
immortals, runners of ivy 

Touch the dust of scents in the air
light-around a shoulder 
lies my night 

Ahead you move-I will find 
the night-who we are-and 
a soft blue feather swirls 
into wind. 

by Henry Rempel 

NE FROME SPROAK 

ekj kaum no Manitoba. 
Daut plauta Lound kun 
nich Plautdietsche reda, 
bloss ne frome Sproak 
waut ekj goanich vestohne kun. 
Ekj lead daut laudt grauss to saije 
enn proved it Weat too lera. 
Et woadt versaublet 
enn saed bloss Grosshoppa: 

by Elmer Suderman 
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( Manitoba news ) 
WESTGATE WINS 

Provincial champs! Westgate is prouder 
than ever of its volleyball team. In 1976 
the team won the Provincial C high 
school boys volleyball tournament, in 
1977 the Provincial B's and in 1978 the 
Provincial A's! The team's coach, Frank 
Enns, a math and phys ed teacher at 
Westgate for the past six years, feels 
that the boys deserve some accolades by 
dint of all the work they put into the 
game. Some boys have been on the team 
for four years and once school begins, 
they practice from 3:30 to 6:00 P.M. some 
three to four times a week. The twelve 
team members are selected from a group 
of 50 grade 10 to 12 boys. 

Of importance says Enns, was the 
technical knowledge supplied by Gerry 
Grunau, the assistant coach, who was a 
former volleyball player at the University 
of Manitoba. Because of his considerable 
experience as a player his contributions 
to the team have been invaluable. 

At the time of the tournament, the 
players displayed a great deal of character 
by not panicking after losing the first two 
of five games on three consecutive nights. 
They simply worked that much harder at 
the remaining three games. Each night 
too a different player was instrumental in 
the victory. 

Individual players deserving praise for 
their consistent play were Harry Toews, 
Bernie Krause and the setter, Walter 
Murovec. In the last decisive match with 
Miles Macdonnell, considerable credit for 
the outcome went to the effective blocking 
of John Fast and Erich Enns. Other 
stalwarts with the team are Howard Epp, 
Art Pries, Doug Pankratz, Greg Gunther, 
Rob Krahn, Harold Loewen and Rick 
Hildebrand. 

In summing up the experience, Enns 
says, "The greatest feeling hits you when 
by good fortune your best game and your 
biggest game of the year coincide". 

B.R. Baerg, former president Winkler 
Bible Institute has accepted a call to the 
pastorate of Kingwood Bible Church in 
Salem, Oregon, effective January, 1979. 

Author Rudy Wiebe will be the guest 
lecturer on January 29-31 to the English 
classes at MBCL There will be various 
inputs on What makes good literature, 
and What makes a good story. There will 
be discussions on the history of Louis 
Riel. Tile topic at the January 29 Home 
and School session will be: What makes 
good literature in a Christian High School. 
Wiebe will als}> be the guest speaker at a 
seminar sponsored by the Department of 
English at the University of Winnipeg. 
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Harold Peters, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Peters of Randolph, and student of 
Emmanuel Horch of Winnipeg, was 
awarded the Frederick Harris Scholarship 
for the highest marks in grade IX violin. 
He previously won silver medals for 
highest marks in grade IV, grade VII and 
grade VIII violin. He also received the 
Frederick Harris Scholarship in grades 
IV and VII. 

Art Funk, of Blumenort is an electronics 
technician turned businessman. He manu
factures "Ember" wood heaters and 
furnaces. After an eight-year stay in 
Uranium City, he set up shop back home 
in Manitoba. What began as a sideline for 
Mr. Funk is now E.M. (Electro Mechani
cal) Specialties. Indeed, this 'avid do-it
yourselfer' is all set to expand this 
summer and hopes to branch into solar 
heating. At the moment, he and his 
partner, Dennis Keating and two employ
ees' have been hard put to keep up with 
orders for their high efficiency heating 
unit. designed for those who are serious 
about wood heating. 

A new booklet on family law which 
explains the new Marital Property Act 
and Family Maintenance Act may be 
picked up at the Women's Bureau at 241 
Vaughan St. (opposite the Bay), or any 
office of the attorney-general's depart
ment in Manitoba as well as in Queen's 
Bench offices in Winnipeg, etc. 

When Boissevain area Mennonite Breth
ren congregations met in the Boissevain 
church in December to explore the work 
of MCC, dinner at noon was different! A 
few received full course meals while most 
of the rest had to content themselves 
with a bowl of rice and a glass of milk. A 
unique way of demonstrating the inequity 
of food distribution in our larger world. 
Women of the Boissevain area are active 
at the Brandon Community Self Help 
Centre. which generated in the past year 
a total of $13,292 from the sale of used 
clothing and other items. 

Gretna's MCI students presented the 
musical The Blowing and th~ Bending 
November 29-December 2. The two-act 
musical drama tells the story of the 
struggles which Mennonite conscientious 
objectors encountered in the U.S.A. dur
ing the first World War. The musical 
presented a good opportunity for student 
involvement, with either the drama or 
the orchestra. The musical's director was 
Rudy Krahn. 

MCC Annual: Five hundred delegates 
and guests attended the 15th annual MCC 
(Man.) meeting at Steinbach's EMC church 
on Nov. 25. They represented 140 partici
pating congregations in Manitoba. Re
ports dealt with MCC involvement in 
Botswana, Algeria and Bangladesh and 
with Manitoba VS programs delaing with: 
Child and Family Services, Native Minis-

tries, and youth development. Consider
able discussion followed Clarence Epp's 
report on offender ministries. He 
commented on the fact that three of four 
federally-funded chaplaincy positions at 
Stony Mountain penitentiary are to termi
nate in March. In the end the local MCC 
board was urged to pursue the possibility 
of providing chaplaincy services, perhaps 
by acting as a coordinating agency for 
groups interested in this service. Of $1.3 
million in total receipts, 79 percent went 
to MCC (Canada) and overseas programs, 
12 percent to programs in Manitoba (the 
largest to offender ministries), and nine 
percent for administration. In one way or 
another, funds come from the 23,000 
Mennonite church members of this prov
ince. 

Paul (Pawel Petrowitseh) FrielJen, son 
of historian and author P.M. Friesen (The 
Mennonite Brotherhood in Russia) died 
August 31, 1978, in Karaganda Russia at 
age 90. He was a teacher of music and art 
in that city. 

AI Reimer, recently installed editor 
ofMennonite Mirror, has been appointed 
vice-president (productions) of the Mani
toba Opera Association of which he is a 
founding member. 

Lily Loewen, outdoor education co
ordinator for Camp Arnes since 1972 
leaves in March 1979 to spend up to six 
weeks in Japan as guest of the Japan 
Christian Camping Association to be their 
resource person at three conferences. 
She will also be speaking at the conference 
in Taipei and addressing student bodies 
in Taiwan in outdoor education. Lastly 
she plans to attend the Korean Christian 
Camping conference. Her topi<;s will be: 
Nature Study from a creationist perspec
tive and outdoor education in camps. 

Book money: A cheque for $900, repre
senting proceeds from the sale of the 
book Uja was presented to J .M. Klassen 
MCC (Canada) by Dr. Peter Mierau, Mrs. 
H.F. Klassen and Mrs. N.J. Neufeld. 
Mierau and Klassen were involved with 
the writing and publication of the book 
describing the Ufa settlement in Russia 
1894-1938. Originally written in GermM 
by Gerhard Hein of Germany the book 
was translated into English by M.M. 
Enns. 

P.M. FrielJen's The Mennonite Brother
hood in Russia has sold out in Canada, 
reports Vic Schmidt, Christian Press 
manager. A second printing of 1500 
copies should be completed in late spring. 



Bruce Leichty, Newton Kansas, staff 
writer of the Mennonite Review, will 
assume editorship of a monthly magazine 
for young adults, forum, forum. It is 
published by the Mennonite Church and 
the GeneralConference Mennonite Church 
student service committees. 

New Editor: The Canadian Conference 
Board of Publications has announced the 
appointment of A. W. Schellenberg as 
editor of the Mennonitische Rundschau 
effective August, 1979. Schellenberg, suc
ceeding Eric Ratzlaff who has served this 
publication as its editor for 12 years, will 
be involved early in the new year in· the 
planning of a changed format for the 
Rundschau. 

John Unruh, a retired insurance agent 
and long-time member of Winnipeg East 
Gideon Camp was presented this fall with 
a life membership certificate by Peter B. 
Enns, president of the camp. Over the 
years, Mr. Unruh has distributed many 
Bibles and New Testaments, . focusing 
particularly on those going to municipal 
hospitals. Gideon membership is com
prised of a relatively small group of 
business people who devote a considerable 
amount of time to the placing of Bibles in 
hotels, motels, hospitals, prisons and 
penitentiaries_ We also are familiar witb 
that part of their progra,m wherein grade 
five 'students who wish to have them, 
receive Testaments. Gideons are also 
supported in their work by a ladies 
auxilliary. 
. Stanley J .. Mckay, a minister from the 
Fisher/ River Reserve has accepted a 
part-time job as resource person with the 
Native Ministries team. He will spend in 
1978-79 an average of three days a month 
at program evaluation and direction. He 
will also do visits and work at educational 
assignments. Mr. Mckay has in the past 
years made many contributions to the 
Conference, and among other things 
worked .as a visiting lecturer at the 
ministers and layworkers courses held at 
CMBC in 1976 and 1978. He lives with his 
family at Koostatak where he serves as 
the minister of the local United Church. 

Civil Responsibility: A touchy issue, 
caIIedin this case, In Search of Chri~tian 
Civil Responsibility is to be discussed 
during a General Conference mid-trien
nium session to be held at the Leamington 
Hotel, Minneapolis, February 9 and 10. 
American representatives in particular 
often wonder whether or not non-reisist
ance in our day includes factors other 

than simply not taking up arms. In the 
U.S. for instance, 50 to 51 percent of the 
tax dollar goes toward defense and related 
activities. The conference hopes to look 
at the side of those who believe in 
"rendering unto Caesar" and reasonable 
alternatives. Canadians at the meeting 
will no doubt look to the findings of the 
session for guidance on a not too unsimilar 
state of affairs north of the border. 

Leonard Doell, of Warman, Saskatch
ewan, who has long been associated with 
Native Ministries, has undertaken a three 
to four month study of the history of 
Mennonite and Indian settlement in Mani
toba. He will look particularly at Menno
nites in the "West Reserve" and explore 
the nature of their contacts with natives 
in that Area. Mr. Doell in 1977 'did a 
similar study on the land agreements 
between the federal and provincial govern
ments and the Federation of Saskatchewan 
Indians. Part of that study dealt in turn 
with Mennoniite settlement in the area 
and their relationship to the reserve and 
land surrounding those reserves. 

ARCHIVES DAY 
AT THE lIERITAGE CENTRE 

A new holiday has been initiated by the 
Conference of Mennonites in Canada. 
Wednesday, November 15, 1978, was 
officially designated as Archives Day. 
The purpose of placing such a day on the 
calender is to make the Mennonite com
munity aware of the new Heritage Centre 
and to draw its attention to the import
ance of keeping adequate church' records. 

On this occasion a brief program .. was 
held in the meeting room of the Heritage 
Centre, located on the campus .. of the 
Canadian Mennonite Bible College. The 
main feature of this program was a 
presentation by the veteran church histor
ian, Jacob Rempel, on the work he has 
done at Sargent Avenue Mennonite over 
a period of 28 years. Mr. Rempel, who 
has done rather commendable work, also 
put on exhibit some of the neatly kept 
records, which. includes a week by week 

. journal of happenings in that church. The 
work he has done possibly constitutes the 
most comprehensive record of any Menno
nite church in Winnipeg. 

Discussion followed on this presentation 
and the general topic of "caring for 
church records". Questions such as: Why 
should we bother about church records, 
who should file the records, what to keep 
and how to store them, and other related 
questions were discussed and 'also an
swered in a guide-line paper prepared 
and made available by historian-archivist, 
Lawrence Klippenstein. 

On the. matter of what to file for safe
keeping much discussion was generated 
in regards to the record of correspondance 
left by leading ministers in the churches. 

ESTHETIC AUTUMN 
A man at an art gallery was gazing 

rapturously at Spring, a large oil 
painting of a shapely girl dressed only 
in a few strategicaIIyarranged leaves. 
Suddenly the voice of his wife snapped: 
"Well, what are you waiting for
autumn?" 

TURN~AROUND 

It was snowing heavily as the family 
set out on a trip. On a hill, the car 
went into a skid and spun around, 
winding up in the centre of the road 
and facing the direction from which 
the family had just come. 

Everyone was shaking except the 
slightly irritable grandmother. Wearily 
she asked: "What on earth have you 
forgotten this time?" 

People who 
move, 
shoul,dn't 
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• mirrors. • • 
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EXPANDED MALL 
TO BENEFIT WINKLER 

At a special ribbon cutting ceremony in 
Winkler on November 21st, the new 
21,000 square foot addition to the Glad~ 
stone Shopping Mall was officially opened 
to the public, adding nine entirely new 
enterprises to the business community at 
Winkler. 

The new $600,000 addition represents 
the third phase of a general Gladstone 
business expansion project, which started 
in 1961, to replace the old Gladstone 
store destroyed in a devastating Main 
Street fire. ' 

According to a Pembina Times report, 
the driving force behind the most recent 
addition to the Gladstone Shopping Mall 
was none other than general manager, 
A.L. Friesen, who recognized an increas
ing need for more business space in the 
town of Winkler. The decision to expand 
the Mall has come as an effort to meet 
that need. 

"We are encouraged by the number of 
businesses requesting space in the Mall", 
Mr. Friesen said. "The new addition 
demonstrates the confidence which Glad
stone places in the Winkler area." 

The next phase of the entire Gladstone 
expansion program is expected to take 
place in the 1980's, involving the con
struction of an addition along South Rail
way Avenue, east to Fourth Street. The 
property under consideration, presently 
occupied by Southern Toyota Ltd., has 
already been purchased for that purpose. 
When the proposed addition becomes a 
reality, the Mall will contain a total of 
about 56,350 sq. ft. of space and employ 
as many as 80 people. DUD 

COMING EVENTS 
~anuary 15: 8:00 p.m. River East MB 

church . Meeting for all Winnipeg MB 
church councils and other interested . per
sons for answers to questions on MCC. 

January 22 to 26: University of Winni
peg free films open to public, on theme 
Quebec: The People and Their Aspirations 
for information on times call 786-7537 
ext. 29 or visit Exposure 79 office, 4th 
flr. mezzanine, Centennial Hall, Univer
sity of Winnipeg. 

February 2 and 3: Westgate, operetta, 
Finian's Rainbow at R.B. Russell (to be 
confirmed). 

February 5 to 16: CMBC courses for 
ministers, Sunday school teachers, etc.; 
you may attend one of two weeks special 
courses. Free registration, meals and 
instruction. Lodging if available $5 daily. 
First week: Hymnology (E. Horch); The 
Church in Russia (G.K. Epp); The Chris.
tian in Society (P. Fast). Second week: 
Issues in Biblical Interpretation (P. 
Yoder); Part two of the Christian in 
Society (D. Schroeder); New Develop
ments in Christian Education (H. Hanler). 
For information write toCMnC, 800 
Shaftesbury or call 888-6781. 
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Friesen elected head 
of librarY group 

by Mary M. EDD8 

For the first time in the 42 years since 
its inception, the Manitoba Library Asso
ciation has elected a Mennonite as its 
president. Ronald Friesen is also the first 
president to have b~en chosen from rural, 
rather than urban, Manitoba. 

Born in Winkler, Mr. FrieSen taught 
school for 10 years before going into 
library science at the University of Al
berta. He works as school division libra
rian in Morden. A travelling librarian, his 
territory covers 13,000 people; 20 per 
cent of these hold library membership. 
This 20 per cent does not include the 
blocks of books that are sent out by the 
Winkler library for circulation in the 
village schools south of Winkler, or the 
peeple who come to the library to browse, 
or those who phone in for information. In ' 
a recent interview Mr. Friesen expressed 
som~ concerns about library usage and 
funding in Manitoba. 

According to the Winnipeg library 
commission, about 25 per cent of Metro 
Winnipeg residents are active library 
users. Libraries in Manitoba are among 
the most poorly funded in Canada. The 
Atlantic provinces can hardly be con
sidered the affluent, yet we can't match 
New Brunswick, P.E.!., Newfoundland 
or Ontario in library support. Saskatche
wan, not the wealthiest province, has one 
of the best public library networks in the 
country, possibly on the continent. Sta
tistics show that the $1112 million spent on 
public libraries in Manitoba in 1976 aver
ages out to $1.98 per person served by 
these libraries, 20 per cent of Manitoba's 
population does not have access to local 
public libraries. 

Asked what he would like to achieve in 
his tenure in office Mr. Friesen said: "1 
would like to show the kind of support 
that is given libraries, but more impor
tantly, I would like to show what libraries 
do for the public." It is interesting to note 
that libraries, besides lending books., are 
equipped to assist the people in various 
avenues of information by way of records, 
cassettes, tapes, video-tapes, kits, prints, 
audio-visual equipment, newspapers and 
magazines, and braille materials. All 
these are there for study, for browsing, 
for lending. Library programs include 
film series, lecture series, puppet theatre 

and public education. An increasing num
ber of newly retired people and senior 
citizens are discovering the value of using 
the facilities of the library to educate 
themselves. Many of them are experienc
ing for the first time in their lives that 
they have an unaccustomed commodity
time. They are discovering that they are 
never too old to learn and there is always 
something new to be learned. 

The use of public libraries appears to 
be somewhat proportional to economic 
conditions. For example, the economic 
downturn in Thompson has caused its 
residents to delve into the resources of 
the library to the point where city council 
has approved an expansion of its library. 
Libraries can act as buffers. for unem
ployed and disadvantaged people. James 
Gray, in his The Winter Years says one 
of the most important and heavily used 
facilities in Winnipeg during the Depres
sion was the old public library on Wilfiam 
Avenue. It was there he taught himself 
economics and learned what was happen
ing in those difficult times. 

The need for a library must be ex
'Pressed by the people before the province 
can do anything. Steinbach's library is a 
busy beehive now, but for many years 
there was no interest in a library in that 
town. MLA is attempting to elicit grass 
roots interest in support of libraries. One 
way to facilitate the matter is by trying 
to keep a visible political. profile in the 
public eye. 

Though this was not mandatory, Mr. 
Friesen is presently on a one year, 
unpaid leave of absence from his job in 
order to put a concentrated effort into his 
office in MLA. "There was a raising of 
eyebrows," says Friesen, "when I said 1 
was taking off time to do this job. 'Give 
up a year's salary to do volunteer work?' 
If I had said I were going abroad to work 
with MCC, or as a missionary, this would 
have caused no problems. Let's just say, 
then, I'm on a year of missionarying for 
the library." 

Ronald Friesen and his wife, Gail, live 
in Morden. His hobbies include reading as 
well as an involvement with their little 
theatre group, "The Company." He writes 
book reviews and articles for library 
journals, and commentaries for radio 
programs. DUD 



FAMILY CAMP SUGGESTED 
FOR STEPBENFIELD AREA 

A grolW of Carman pastors is seeking 
permission to set up a family camp on 67 
acres along the north shore of Stephen
field Lake. 

Rev., Graham Spear of Carman's St. 
John's Anglican Church, Rev. David Frie
sen of the Carman Mennonite Church and 
Williard Thiessen of the Winnipeg televi
sion program It's a New Day, told the 
R.M. of Dufferin Council early in Novem
'ber that they are planning to establish a 
Christian retreat camp. 

The camp would be "family oriented", 
Mr. Thiessen said, and would offer boat
ing, picnicking, playgrounds, tenting, and 
an informal religious program. 

Although the property would be pri
vately owned, the camp would be open to 
the public and non-denominational. 

"All three of us have been going to a 
family camp in Minnesota, the Christian 
Retreat Camp at Strawberry ,Lake, 
Minnesota (in the Detroit Lakes area) 
operated by the Gospel Crusade of Flori
da", Mr. Thiessen said, and added that a 
local group "would like to do something 
like this in Manitoba. 

Mr. Thiessen said the group would 
probably begin next summer with a two 
or three week camp, but may eventually 
have year-round facilities for conferences 
and seminars with an "interdenomina
tional flavour". 

He said the group isn't planning a large 
complex of buildings. The camp would 
"emphasize a setting which is secluded", 
and visitors would be more or less self
sufficient with tents or trailers. Even
tually, he said, there might be a central 
building. From the Valley Leader 
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English play wins praise 
for Mennonite theatre 
Winnipeg Menrionit~ Tk~tre i8 prQdiJ,ction 
of Goldoni's THE SERVANT. OF TWO 
MASTERS at the ,Pwyhous'e ' Theatre, 
November 24 & 25,1978. 

Reviewed by AI Reimer 

The Winnipeg Mennonite Theatre took 
a bold step in this year's major production 
by "going English". The raison d'etre of 
the Company has always been to provide 
plays in German to the German-speaking 
community in this area. Times change, 
however, and the board decided to risk a 
production in English to see what the 
response would be. The result was a 
large, if not quite capacity, house on 
opening night. The attendance for both 
nights was a healthy 1,600, a substantial 
increase over last ye~. 

Artistically, the experiment was " a 
resounding success. The vehicle chosen
Carlo Goldini's eighteenthccentury Italian 
comedy The Servant ' of Two Masters
proved to be a good one. The productiQn 
had the right kind of commed~·del·arte 
pace and verve, the laughs came fast and 
furious and both actors and audience 
enjoyed a delightfully zany evening of 
fine amateur theatre. I must confess that 
the opening minutes gave me a sinking 
feeling of impending disaster as the 
actors stood around diffidently, mouthing 
lines that sank weakly across the footlights 
and expired in the pit. It seemed as if 
everyone was' paralyzed by stage fright; 
But then Walter Kampen as the wily and 
acrobatic servant Truffaldino bounded 
into the action like an affectionate circus 
bear. His infectious charm seemed to 
ignite the others and everybody came 
alive and grew audible again. , ' 

Like most eighteenth-century com~dies, 
Goldoni's, play about a servant who tries 
to serve two demanding masters simul
taneously is as complex and stylized as a 
game of chess. You know everything is 
going to come out right and ripping in the 
end, so you don't worry too much about 
who is betrothed to whom, who is 
disguised as who and who is trying to do 
in whom, etc. The whole thing is like an 
animated cartoon with characters ' madly 
carooning about, flattening each other, 
plotting innocently and uttering terrible 
paper threats. ,With the witty lines con
tinuing to go off like fire~crackers, every
body retains a ltealthy joie-d~-vivre and a 
charming innocence. , 

The character of Truffaldino .' is ' so 
ubiquitous and dominant in this play that 
not to have a strong actor in the role 

would be to court disaster. Walter Kam
pen , performed the role as though he 

, owned it. Speaking in an accent that was 
apparently meant to be Cockney but 
which sometimes sounded more like 
"Austrylian", he mugged and cavorted 
and charmed his way through the play 
with a deftness and insouciance that 
would have done credit to a seasoned 
professional. And the amazing thing is 
that young Mr. Kampen has had very 
little stage experience. The WMT has 
discovered another "natural" and I hOpe 
they will use him to advantage in future 
productions. I 

The other principals were also strong, 
if not quite as overpowering as Kampen. 
The four young lovers-Beatrice ,(Doro
thea Kampen, Walter's wife) and Florindo 
(Martin Enns) , Clarice (Charlotte Enns) 
and Silvio (Ern'st Wiebe)-were all quite 
satisfactory, with Wiebe's Silvio and his 
effeminate lisp and Dorothea Kampen's 
man-disguised Beatrice particularly effec
tive. 

Horst Friesen as Pantalone, the much
put-upcmfather of Clarice, gave a good 
account of himself, although he , seemed a 
shade less at home in English than he 
usually is in his inimitable German roles. 
Will Schaeffer as Brighella the inn-keeper 
cut a stately (I almost said weighty) and 
dignified figure, and Mardy Rempel was 
a saucy enough servant counterpart to 
the irrepressible Truffaldino. ,Even t~e 
three waiters in the superbly orchestrated 
dinner scene where Truffaldino success
fully serves both his masters simultaneous 
dinners in different dining rooms were 
just right for the roles. Peter Harms' 
wraithlike , figure (he looked and moved 
like an arthritic scare-crow) was hilarious 
as he shuffled in and out of the action. 

Allaspecls of this production worked 
well. Ted Korors set of Venice was color
ful without being lavish, and the lighting 
was much better than it has been in some 
past productions. The costumes were 
vivid and authentic looking, and did not 
smack of the usual Malabar's ,amateur 
grabbag (You're welcome Dr. Leathers). 
The miniature baroque ensemble in the 
lower loges was a fine idea. It provided a 
sprightly atmosphere, although it did cut 
into the , dialogue occasionally. 

A special commendation must go to 
Director Alfred Wiebe. He had obviously 
made some sound decisions about this 
play. Replayed it for laughs but stopped 
short of outright farce. He gave his 
players all kinds of interesting bits of 
business and comically distinguishing 
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mannerisms. Above all, he had concen
trated on the precision ensemble work 
that this kind of comedy requires. Pace 
and timing are everything here, and 
Wiebe had drilled his cast well. 

So, we now know that the Company 
can mount a play in English as success
fully as it can in German. Personally, I 
hope that WMT will not abandon its 
German repertoire for a long time to 
come, but perhaps it is time for it to 
become bi-lingual. Two favorable reviews 
in the daily press should be an added 
incentive to do at least an occasional pro
duction in English. Certainly the human 
resources are there for this kind of 
versatility. The most amazing thing about 
WMT, I think, is that it can change its 
production teams, directors and cast 
almost annually and still maintain its 
standards. 

Finally, I must voice one reservation 
about repertoire. While the standard 
repertoire must be the staple fare of 
organizations such as this, WMT. has an 
obligation to do original works-specifi
cally Mennonite and contemporary Ger
man works-as often as possible. Not 
since Und Keiner hoert kin in 1972 has 
there been a production of an original 
play. If such. plays are not being written 
more's the pity. Perhaps next year? I 
know of at least two local writers who are 
working on Mennonite plays. After all, 
there is still no experience in the theatre 
as exciting as participating in the birth
whether hard or easy-of a brand new 
play. mm 

More than 
impressed 
with less 

by Irene Siemens 

Many Mirror readers are no doubt 
aware of the 1976 MCC-commissioned 
More With Less cookbook. I was given a 
copy of it two Christmases ago and 
it's still a good gift. 

This unusual cookbook would be re
ceived gladly by any mom who is bored 
with old menus and tired recipe books, by 
a daughter moving out on her own, a 
young bride, or by anyone concerned 
about modern dietary problems. Satisfying 
to the giver would be the knowledge of 
money spent on a non-commercial pro
duct and of aiding the spread of the 
gospel of more economically and nuitri
tionally intelligent food consumption. 

One of the stated purposes of the book 
is to help make North Americans more 
conscious of their comparatively abundant 
food supplies and wasteful eating habits 
in the light of projected world food 
shortages. The aim is to give us "not less 
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but more" with ideas that concentrate on 
"low cost, low-fat, low-sugar and less 
expensive protein" foods to help us waste 
less, eat less and spenrlless. 

M01·e With Less was written and 
compiled by Doris Janzen ·Longacre with 
an introduction by Mary Emma Showalter 
Eby who authored the Mennonite Com
munity Cookbook some years ago. Recipes 
were submitted by interested people in 
response to an MCC call for a reassess
ment of Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ life-styles. 

The uniqueness of this cookbook lies in 
its informative value. Nutritional require
ments and methods of increasing and 
balancing the quality of an ordinary diet 
have been carefully researched and. ex
plained for the reader. Recipes have been 
tested and adapted to standard by a team 
of qualified home economists and food 
experts. 

Only about two-thirds of the book 
consists of reeipes. The opening 52 pages 
contain suggestions on how to begin 
altering a family's eating habits, informa
tion on cheaper, more efficient sources of 
protein and vitamins, and nutritional 
tables. Each section is prefaced with re
commendations pertinent to specific foods 
featured and usually concludes with ideas 
on how to use "fragments" effectively. 
Helpful notes on possible variations of 
recipes according to ingredients at hand 
or seasonal change appear on every page 
in an attempt to encourage a cook's 
inventiveness, 

Particularly impressive is the inter
national character of the recipes gleaned 
through MCC involvement throughout 
the world. These are taken from the 
national diets of the people of India, 
Malaysia, Vietnam, Mexico and Latin 
America and while we generally think of 
them as slightly exotic, their contents are 
really quite simple and basic. 

My favourite sections are those which 
deal with the use of vegetables as extend
ers in meat dishes, in separate dishes, 
soups and salads. Several suggestions I 
have adopted as a matter of course 
include the lowedng of sugar called for in 
any recipe and in particular where raisins, 
dates or bananas are used, and the addi
tion or substitution of whole grains where 
possible. Also, I now bake only fruit pies 
which are not simply caloric in content 
and I try not to make desserts which are 
without nutritional value. 

More With Less could be categorized 
as a health food cookbook, Unlike most of 
them, however, it does not emphasize 
only one apprOa<:ll to dietary change. It 
does not, for example, . isolate a single 
food such as meat for exclusion from the 
daily menu. Rather, it attempts to provide 
a sourcebook for a varied and complete 
diet. It is much more than a cookbook. It 
is also good reading and excellent value 
for the money. 

More With Less, by Doris Janzen 
Longacre, is published by Herald Press, 
is available from the Fellowship Book 
Centre. mm 



A worthwhile 
novel 
in German 
Ernst Behrends, DIE ROSE VON WUE
STENFELDE, 7762 Bodman/Bodensee, 
Hohensta:u/en Verlag, 1973. Pp. 220. 
$9.50. 

Reviewed bv Harrv Loewen 
Die Rose von Wuesten/elde by the 

contemporary German writer Ernst Beh
rends is a most touching novel about the 
hope, fait h and love of a woman in 
northern Germany during the hor rors of 
the'1'hirt,y Years' War (1618-1648). Anna 
Enns, the daughter of the Mennonite 
elder Di l.-k Enns, loves Fokko Feenstra. a 
childhood friend. but does not marry him 
when he proposes to her because he is 
not. sufficiently firm in religious matters . 
Fokko eventually marries Anna's fr iend. 
while Anna rejects one suitor after ano
ther. including a famous Dutch artist who 
subsequently paints Anna's portr ait from 
memory. 

'l'he war. having devastated much of 
Europe. also comes to the peaceful Men
nonite settlement of Wuestenfelde. When 
a soldier of the imperial army invades the 
Fokko Feenst ra's home and rapes Fokko's 
wife and kills his child. Fokko in despera
tion and self-defense kills the brutish 
intruder. For his violent action Fokko is 
put under the ban by the strict Menno-' 
nite congregation . Anna who otherwise is 
a loving and submissive daughter turns 
against her father who was instrumental 
in Fokko's excommunicat. ion. Fokko Feen
stra leaves t he village and disappears for 
many years. Anna Enns continues to 
hope and love in spite of the general belief 
among the villagers that Foklw found his 
death when he left his home. 

In a sort of poetic just ice Anna's father 
is killed when the ar my ravages and 
burns Wuestenfelde. Anna , driven by a 
guilty conscience for having hated her 
father and compassion for the suffering. 
moves to the Danzig area where she 
devotes her life to caring for the poor and 
sick. hoping that some day she will find 
the man she loves. 

After many years. shortly befol'(~ the 
end of the war. Fokko arrives, searehing 
for Anna. Although broken in body and 
spirit. Fokko hopes to confess his dark 
and sinful past and find peace in Anna's 
and God's forgiveness. In the end F'okko 
is received back into the church and into 
the arms of Anna Enns. The novel 
concludes with the words: "Fokko nahm 
Annas Antlitz in die beiden groben Haende 
und trank aus den blauen Augen 'Heim
kehr· ... 

Die Rose von Wuesten/elde is second in 
a series of six novels by Ernst Behrends 
dealing with the story of the Mennonites. 
Under the general title "Das Yolk der 
Wanderschaft.. Behrends has written in 
addition to the Rose von Wuesten/elde 
the following novels: Der Ketzerbischo/ 
(1966) tells the story of Menno Simons. 
the organizing father of the Mennonites; 
Der rote Tulipan (1977) is a love story in 
which the protagonists are severely tried. 
taking place against the background of 
the Northern War (1710-1713); Stromau/
waerts (1970) takes the action to the 
Mennonite settlements in Prussia and 
Russia; Der Steppenhengst (1969) treats 
the Mennonite experience in nineteenth
century Russia. including the Trek to 
Asia; and Wir trotzen dem Irrlicht (1975) 
tells the tragic yet heroic story of the 
Mennonite refugees during World War II 
and their emigration to the Americas. 

Some of Behrends' novels. perhaps 
because of the wealth of the historical 
material at his disposal. tend to present a 
sketchy kaleidoscope of characters. events 
and dialogue. failing to develop and moti
vate sufficiently the various characters 
and scenes. This results sometimes in a 
rather flat world in which the characters 
merely talk rather than becoming real 
flesh and blood people. In Die Rose von 
Wuesten/elde Behrends has succeeded 
well in portraying a most believable 
heroine and developing a story line which 
holds the attention of the reader to the 
end. 

The novel comes to grips with many 
themes and issues which have character
ized the Mennonites throughout the cen
turies. There is the question of the 
relationship between a separate people 
and their non-Mennonite neighbors and 
churches; there are practical problems 
arising from an attempt to adhere to the 
peace principle in a hostile world; there is 
the tension resulting from a collision 
between a conservative and literal inter
pretation of the Bible and the various 
forms of art; and there are the problema
tical issues arising from the application of 
church discipline and excommunication. 
Although the author at times seems to 
question the conservatism of the Menno
nites. he nevertheless remains sympathe
tic toward the Mennonite way of life. 
believing that the Anabaptist ideals may 
come closest to what original Christianity 
was all about. 

The author's positive treatment of the 
Mennonites is both gratifying and refresh
ing. all the more so when one considers 
that he as a non-Mennonite was attracted 
to the "wandering people" when he met 
some of their refugees from Soviet Russia 
in the 1930·s. Behrends' sympathetic 
interest resulted in his decision to study 
their history and to devote the major 
part of his literary activity to writing 
their story. 

There are still many Mennonites who 
can read profitably and with pleasure a 
German novel. and those who will take 

the time to read Ernst Behrends' will be 
amply rewarded for their effort. It may 
not be amiss to suggest that some of 
Behrends' "Mennonite" novels. especially 
Die Rose von Wuesten/elde. deserve to 
be translated into English for those who 
no longer read German. mm 

Sketches 
of an ideal 
and serene 
lifestyle 
MENNONITE COUNTRY: WATERLOO 
COUNTY, drawings by Peter Etril Sny
der. Text by A.K. Herr/ort; Sand HiUs 
Books, Inc. Box 352. St. Jacob·s. Ontario; 
$19.95, hard cover. 

Reviewed by Ruth Vogt 
Mennonite Country is a charming book. 

Snyder's series of pen and ink drawings 
of the Amish people of the Waterloo 
country area project. according to editor 
Paul Tiessen. "an ideal. serene world". 
They portray a people who have fore
sworn the use of modern electricity and 
farm machinery; and all pictures reflect a 
sense of unity between the people. their 
land. their homes and their animals. 
There are over 30 drawings in this 
collection with scenes _ depicting a variety 
of aspects of farm life. including several 
interesting sketches of the process of 
collecting maple syrup. 

The text of A.K. Herrfort. a "nearly 
60-year-old Amishman". provides an 
interesting commentary and a slight coun
ter-balance to the serenity of the sketches. 
Beside the sketch "The Meeting House". 
which depicts horses and buggies lined up 
patiently beside the meeting house. is the 
comment: "There are things that could 
make problems that could very well cause 
a community of plain people to disinte
grate". He writes of the trend to "bigger 
and fewer farms" which "will in the end 
prove to be enormously harmful". He has 
helpful advice also. Alongside the sketch 
of "the End of the Garden" he comments. 
"If you suffer from insomnia eat more 
lettuce which is one of the most sleep 
inducing plants known to man". However. 
"It is of 'course on record as being said 
that will not induce sleep to a person who 
has committed a crime ... only the most 
hardened criminals can sleep after com
mitting crimes." 

The book has been assembled with 
taste and artistry. It would enhance any 
coffee table and make an ideal gift for 
anyone interested in Mennonite life and 
art. mm 
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( __ ~_ou_r_w_o_r_d----,,) 
DISMAYED BYMIRROR 

Dear Sir: 
Although we are not subscribers to 

your magazine, we have had many oppor
tunities to read the MM. We have read 
and discussed in detail your intervlew 
with Heidi Quiring. Prior to reading this 
article we had supposed that your maga
zine was based on the Mennonite faith. 
We had assumed that, people of the 
Mennonite faith were more than . just 
people with similar heritage, but that 
they were people bound together through 
Christ's love. So it is that we regard your 
interview with Heidi Quiring with dismay. 

The interview seemed amateurish and 
shallow in the questions asked. The 
purpose is not clear. Are we to give 
acclaim to Heidi Quiring? If so, why? 
Because she is beautiful and ambitious? 
Because she is a fine example of a 
professed Christian? Or is it because a 
member of the Mennonite background 
has attained international recognition for 
herself? From the interview, the only 
obvious purpose is to bring notice to 
someone (who happens to be of Mennonite 
background) who has attained recognition 
for self-ambitions. Did she become Miss 
. Canada for Christian reasons? Throughout 
the article, she makes no mention of' 
Christianity or her personal relationship 
to Christ. Surely if Christ was an important 
part of her life, she would have related 
her title to what it would mean to her 
now as a ChrisJian. And if Christ is not 
an important part of her life, does such 
an article have a place in your magazine? 
It seems the only reason she was inter
viewed is because of her background, 
which she has no control over . 

. It is to your discredit that these issues 
were not considered when printing , this 
article. Haye you no consistent Christian 
standar!l to follow when deciding on 
articles to print? If this article is an 
indication of the quality and content of 
writing you print, \\,e would cancel our 
subscription (if we had one). 
Sincerely, 
Lois Braun & Diane Hill, 
Riel Avenue, Winnipeg 

WHO IS MENNONITE? 

Dear Sir: 
In the November issue of , the MM, in 

the preface to "Cburch Challenges Couple 
to Write Statement of Faith" - What is 
meant by a "born Mennonlte?" I am 
under the impression that one can only 
b come a Mennonite by confession of 
faith and baptism into the church and 
that we are all first generation Menno- ' 
nite, regardless of whether our parents 

and even grandparents have been Menno
nite. 

i~ the editorial Our Word "Will a 
Mennonite ever win the Stanley Cup?" 
How do you decide who is a Mennonite? 
By name? Would a name like Wittman, 
Weaver, or Horch not qualify? 
Esther Horch 

STILL A BROTHERHOOD 

Dear Sir: 
One of your reviewers of P.M. Frie

sen's book comes to the conclusion that 
the Mennonites of Russia were a brother
hood ~n name only. He is shocked to learn 
"that in many instances they were not 
God fearing, apolitical and peace loving." 
This regretfully is a very true observa
tion that will sadden the concerned reader 
but should it shock him also? Is it realistic 
to expect that the more than 100,000 
Mennonites were not all eXl;lmplary indi
viduals? 

The Bible over and over refers to the 
Jews as 'my people Israel'. Does that 
mean that they all were pious people? It 
refers to David as "a man after 'God's own 
heart". But was there notin David's life a 
great deal of wickedness? The fact that 
we find a great deal 'of shortcomings 
among the Mennonites of Russia does not 
rule out their being a "brotherhood". 

Let us briefly look at their history. 
When at the turn of , the century they 
first came to Russia the level of spiritual 
and intellectual life in many instances 
was hot high. In the Ukraine, totally 
isolated from all centres' of , culture , they 
faced the tremendous task of taming a 
wilderness. Their material resources were 
very limited indeed. For several decades 
there followed a desperate struggle for 

. survival. A 14-year-old boy and girl were 

. counted as full grown labourers and had 
to function as such. The wife and mother 
had to take her baby and go with her 
husband into the field. The baby was put 
under a lean-to and the mother worked 
alongside her husband. 'The schools of 

, those decades were desperately poor and 
the children could afford being in them 
for a short time only. As a result of this a 
generation grew up that was barely 
literate. " 

By 1850 things had improved somewhat 
and we find signs of an awakening. 
Stormy years followed. The struggle 
between the landowners and the landless 
and the struggle for a religious and 
intellectual awakening. In Gnadenfeld 
under elder Lenzman' we find a centre of 
revival. A small group breaks away and 
forms a ' new church, the Mennonite 
Brethren Church in Russia. Better schools 
come into existence. All this could not be 
achieved without a struggle in all three 
areas. But due to their "being earthen 
vessels" this struggle too often took on an 
unpleasant colouring. 

Between the years 1870 and 1914 we 

find an astonishing progress in all three 
areas. Many institutions witnessing to a 
Christian concern come into existence. 

How was such a recovery possible? Our 
families had the Bible in their home and 
had been taught to honor and respect 
God's Word and there always, even in the 
darkest hour in our history, were ' "the 
seven thousand who had not bent their 
knees before Baal." A recovery therefore 
was inevitable. 

Let no one say that the recovery was 
, due to the emergence of the MB Church, 
for that is not true. This church itself was 
a product of the new life. Historically 
speaking I think it was good and right for 
a group of serious Christians to form 
their own church. Had they remained in 
their own congregations, scattered as 
they were, they would have found it 
difficult indeed to exert a significant 
preSSllre for change. As an organized 
church they were able to do this. For 
decades the MB church had served as the 

. yanguard in the struggle for a biblical 
style of life. That this church too in many 
ways showed its "earthiness" does not 
essentially detract from the great service 
it has rendered our brotherhood. 

Your reviewer is shocked by the fact 
that only baptized members were married 
and thus the young people were forced to 
join a church. This I grant is unbiblical as 
we understand it but it rests on the 
concept of c;aring for every member of 
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the brotherhood. A young person had to 
join the church and this forced him and 
his family to lead at least an outwardly 
Christian life. Coarse and obvious un
Christian acts would seldom be tolerated; 
the family would have to attend church 
se~ices; the children were brought under 
the influence of God's Word, and fre
quently the parents who had been in
different at the time of their baptism, in 
later life experienced a conversion. As a 
result of this the Mennonites retained 
nearly 100 per cent of their young people 
in their midst. I certainly do not justify 
the way our church in Russia and, 
practically to this time here in Canada, 
handled this matter, but the question 
arises whether our present way is any 
better. Thousands of our children go 
their own way and they and their children 
become totally indifferent to all spiritual 
life. This is no attempt to justify or 
accuse but only an attempt to point out 
that life is not as simple as we sometimes 
think it to be. 

In my opinion Friesen's book is a 
wonderful source of material. Twice in 
my life I have read the book from cover 
to cover including all foot notes. I have 
been enriched thereby. I have been sad 
on reading of , many of our people's 
failures and stupidities; but the fact that 
the book "is not flattering" to the Menno
nites in my opinion is not a negative 
characteristic. Neither is the Bible flatter
ing to the Jews or to individuals like 

Moses, David, Aron and others. Both 
books are true to life and show the 
struggle between the Godly and the 
earthly, the noble and the ignoble in a 
people and in individuals .... 
Gerhard Lorenz 
Winnipeg 

LOW GERMAN LEITER 

Mennonite Mirror: 
Ety hab nu bi ehn yoa en yunin, 

oda zul ik zayen, unzin Shpeeyil nen 
yi tyikt. Yivehnlich naem ik mi di 
Teet daem ti laezen. Ehnyimohl 
ha'k yilacht, ehnyimohl yishtaunt, 
in aundrit mohl musst ik aun drey
kauntyi Feelen denken, in dan ha'k 
uk Trohnen yivesht. Daut es yi aula 
waut eena ehva zik zels en iryiss ehn 
Shpeeyil denkt. In van ekdaut 
yrohd zow zay aus it ruet tyemt, 
dan mehnik doaveyen doch, kom 
bowld vada. In du brukst uk goanig 
blehd zenen van di vaut yelt fehlt. 
Unkosten ha vi aula, in daut vieh yi 
doch mau prust van ehna nich bee 
aun zeenen Shpeeyil rein veshen 
dehd. Op vada zehn. 
Ed Zacharias, 
The Pas 

P.M. FRIESEN INFO 
Dear Sir: 

Ed Unrau in his review on the trans
lated P.M. Friesen's The Mennonite 
Brotherhood in Russia, expresses the 
wish that a biography of the author 
should be written. He does not seem to 
be aware that there is such in both 
German and English. It is written by 
Franz C. Thiessen, contains about two 
dozen pages and will not take long to 
read. 

It seems to me that Mr. Unrau is not 
too well acquainted with Mennonite his
toricalliterature or else he would not be 
shocked by what he read. 
Sincerely, 
J.P. Dyck, 
Springstein 

HAPPY FOR SAMPLE 

Dear Sirs: 
Received your sample of the Mirror in 

the mail last week. Enjoy reading same, 
have enclosed my subscription to same 
for two years. I find one fault with the 
paper, you do not show your address in 
your subscription ads anywhere. I finally 
went according to the puzzle on the first 
page, which I also entered, thank you. 
Yours truly, 
Ben H. Loewen 
Winkler 
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THE MIRROR REFLECTS: A STATEMENT OF 
AIMS AND PRINCIPLES 

Like most publications, the Mirror welcomes critical letters 
·from its readers. Some of the letters we receive voice 
approval of what we are doing, others take us sternly to task 
for various sins of commission and omission. Some of the 
criticism is sensible and justified, some of it is not. Where the 
criticism is justified we cry mea ctdpa and resolve to do better 
next time. When such criticism contains practical suggestions 
we try to follow them. Over the years our more critical 
readers have helped us to improve and strengthen ' the 
magazine. . 

While most of the letters we receive are directed at the 
quality of our magazine, we also get some which bring into 
question the basic purpose and identity of the MifTOT as a 
Mennonite paper. Cases in point are two letters printed in this 
issue which take us to task for our allegedly shallow and 
secular notion of the meaning of Mennonitism . and of what a 
Mennonite is. The charge that the Mirror is violating its own 
principles and obligations as a Mennonite publication is serious 
eno,ugh to warrant an answer. 

The MifTOT was designed from the outset to appeal to the 
widest possible base of Mennonite readers. While it was 
conceived within a Christian Mennonite frame of reference it 
was deliberately designed along cultural lines rather than 
along denominational lines. In other words, it was not meant 
to serve as a church paper following the model of such fine 
publications as the Mennonite Brethren Herald and The 
Mennonite. The MifTOT's specific purpose is to provide the 
Mennonite community of Winnipeg and other parts of 
Manitoba with a monthly survey of Mennonite life and culture 
in its full range and variety, whether religious or secular, pro
found or trivial, serious or humorous. 

Some readers may deny that there is such a thing as a 
Mennonite culture, or that if there once was such a thing it is 
being rapidly submerged in the mainstream of Canadian 
culture. That may, or may not be so. But our main reason for 
being in business is to help define and preserve whatever 
Mennonite culture still exists. We refuse to accept the notion 
that the thousands of persons in this city and elsewhere who 
think of themselves as Mennonites have little more in common 
than their Mennonite church affiliation, .or that the many 
persons of Mennonite background who no longer practise the 
Mennonite faith are not to be thought of as Mennonite in any 
sense. That is why the Mirror tries to cater not only to 
practising Mennonites but also to those "peripheral" Menno
nites who still retain some cultural interest in their Mennonite 
background. . 

Admittedly, trying to serve such a wide range of Mennonite 
readers has its difficulties, and we are often accused of trying 
to be too many things to too many people. We are "ware that 
the term "Mennonite" is becoming ever more difficult to define 
in a rapidly changing Mennonite world. Last summer's 
Mennonite World Conference again demonstrated that what
ever cultural homogeneity the Mennonites once had has been 
largely lost in a growing variety of cultures added to 
Mennonitism from Africa, Asia and other parts ' of the world. 
In a universal sense,Mennonitism can now be defined only in 
terms of the original Anabaptist articles of faith and practise. 

In some contexts, however, we believe that a cultural 
definition of Mennonitism is still possible. In Manitoba the 
great majority of Mennonites share the same ethno-cultural 
background, namely the Prussian-Russian-Canadian back
ground. That is why we devote at least part of every issue to 
German and Low German articles and stories. While we would 
never define Mennonitism exclusively in socio-cultural terms, 
we do believe that there is a fairly homogeneous Mennonite 
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cultural tradition around here, a tradition developed over a 
period of over four centuries. Regrettably, Mennonites of our 
background no longer all share the rich legacy of our Low 
German language, but we can still try to keep it alive and 
kicking for a while longer. W (il. may be fighting a losing battle 
in trying to deal with Mennonitism as a complete way of life, 
but we shall keep on doing so as long as our magazine exists. 

Nor can we agree with ' those readers who regard an inter
view with a Mennonite beauty queen and references to 
Mennonite hockey players in the NHL as a trivializing of 
Mennonite experience, if not a downright betrayal of it. We 
shall continue to report and comment on Mennonite people and 
activities whenever they are identifiable as such-even if only 
by name. 

In pursuing this "liberal" policy in interpreting Mennonite 
life and culture we know that we will continue to attract 
criticism from readers who would prefer us to have whatever 
identity they themselves favor. We have readers who would 
like us to carry only material of a religious and morally 
uplifting nature. We have other readers who would like us to 
become a more sophisticated type of literary journal. Still 
other readers would prefer to see us function as a general 
news magazine without so much emphasis on all that parochial 
"Mennonite stuff'. And we also have readers to whom 
Mennonitism is restricted to the nostalgic reading of broad . 
and earthy Low German humour. We try to respect the 
wishes of all these readers, although it is not easy to give 
them all what they want at all times. But we are optimistic 
enough to think that we can thrive as a magazine with just 
such a diverse and heterogeneous readership. 

The MifTor believes that the rich ' heritage of 450 years of 
Mennonite life and culture is still alive and moving within 
those of us who still can or want to call ourselves Mennonit(ils. 
Perhaps even in those who no longer can or want to: It is an 
inherited legacy that is quite possibly more relevant to our 
present than today's newpaper events. That is why we print 
so much material of a historical nature. ' 

Is it naive for us to hope that when we write about the 
Mennonites of our own day-even when some of them are 
Memlonites in name only-we are somehow also invoking, 
however faintly, images ' of the storied Mennonite past? 
Perhaps we are dealing with a Mennonite society to a large 
extent adulterated and diminished by assimilation, made 
indifferent by affluence. But surely behind the present scene 
shimmer the haunting images of the past waiting to be 
re-discovered-courageous Anabaptists in Zurich meeting 
furtively at night; stolid Mennonite farmers standing in the 
Vistula delta lands chest deep in water all day long building 
dikes and then succumbing to swamp fever; hard-worJting 
farmers in nineteenth-eentury Russia sitting with toil-twisted 
hands in church Sunday mornings listening devoutly to simple 
but honest sermons; early Russian-Mennonite pioneers in 
Manitoba huddled in their semlins wondering whether they 
would ever get used to the brutal blows of a Manitoba winter; 
and bewildered victims of Makhno and the Reds, suffering 
murderous violence so terrible that the psychic wounds. have 
not healed to this day. . 

Out of such experiences a Mennonite peoplehood . was 
forged, a Mennonite life style and culture which gave us 
whatever ethnic identity we still recognize. We may become 
indifferent to that identity or we may cling to it with the 
desperation of the drowning. We may even retreat to the 
Mennonite church of our choice and take the position that all 
that matters about being Mennonite is one's Christian faith. 
But that sense of Mennonite peoplehood is still real and vital 
to thousands of people and can be passed on to others. 

So, the MifTOT will continue to assume that all things 
recognizable as Mennonite are its business and come within its 
purview. To foster unity among the Mennonites of our 
community has been one of our professed aims from the 
beginning. We also see it as'our responsibility to evaluate any 
and all aspects of Mennonite life and to offer constructive 
criticism. Weare not afraid of the consequences. We trust 
that our readers won't be either. AR 
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Almost everyone with freight to ship 
wants their goods to arrive at their des
tination as quickly as possible. But fast 
delivery isn't much help if the shipment 
arrives in less than perfect condition. 
Reimer Express doesn 't underestimate 
the value of fast service. We've auto
mated various functions to speed cargo 
processing - use sleeper cab equipped 
highway units so that pairs of drivers 
can keep moving around the clock. But 
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we also emphasize careful service. 
Reimer Express freight handlers know 
that careful handling of, goods is as 
important as how fast they are trans
ported ... and that a shipper doesn't 
put "fragile" and " this side up" mark
ings on cases for decorative purposes. 
If you want your shipments to destin
ations between the St. Lawrence and the 
Pacific to arrive on-schedule - and 
safely - call Reimer Express. 

We've got what it takes 
to t ake what you've got 


