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ASSINIBOINE TRAVEL SERVICE 
219-818 Portage Ave. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 775-0271 

----- 1978-1979 SPECIAL DEPARTURES -----

London Tour - Dec. 23-Dec. 31 

Columbia Tour - Dec. 23-Jan. 2 

Hawaii - Jan. 13 - 3 weeks 

Middle East Tour - Feb. 26 - 3 weeks 
With Winnipeg Bible College -
Greece, Egypt, Jordan, Israel 

Russia Tour - May - 3 weeks 

South America Tour - July - 3 weeks 

Russia Tour - July - 3 weeks 

Orient Tour - July - 3 weeks 

Tour of Eastern Europe - 3 weeks 

$ 675.00 

870.00 

1650.00 

2175.00 

2450.00 

2275.00 

2150.00 

2100.00 
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• 
OFFICES IN 

ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES IN CANADA 

21mennonite mirror/august-september 1978 

1110 Henderson Hwy. -~-~------ - ~~ 338-9389 

FIRE· HOMEOWNER· AUTOPAC 
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FEBRUARY AUTOPAC MONTH HOURS: 
Mon . . Fri. - 9:00·9:00; Sat. - 9:00·5:00 

GET YOUR (~] At John FehrAgency 

WILLIAM MARTENS 

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR 

70'3 Somerset Place 
294 Portage Avenue 

WINNIPEG 1, MANITOBA 
Telephone 942-7247 



SPECIAL REPORT ON THE 
MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE 
The Mennonite Mirror usually begins a 
new publishing year in October. This 
year, because of the Mennonite World 
Conference, we begin our eighth publish
ing year with a special August-September 
edition. In addition to special reports and 
editorial comments on the Conference we 

include some of our regular news features 
and a number of human-interest articles. 
We hope that readers wiU agree that this 
is a promising beginning to another 
publishing year and that increased reader 
subscriptions wiUmake this our best year 
ever. 

JIM McSWEENEY 
7:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

Better breakfasts begin w i th Jim 
McSweeney, Radio Southern Manitoba's 
Morning Minstrel. 

Enjoy Jim McSweeney mornings from 7:00 
to 9:30 - without adding a single calorie. 

You'll like his early morning wake-up music, 
and Jim keeps you posted on the time, 
weather conditions, and adds a liberal 
sprinkling of his own brand of Irish humor. 

Harv Kroeker and Ken Klassen provide the 
latest news and sports scores, and Earl 
Nightingale stops by each morning with 
"Our Changing World" at 8:25. 

Start your day with "Good Morning" from 
Jim McSweeney. 
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When you buy your next car or truck you want 
to make the best deal you can. You want a 
vehicle that meets your needs and snits your 
lifestyle, at a price you feel is right. That's 
your decision. 

Just remember that a significant portion of the 
total price may be the cost of financing. 

That's where your Credit Union can help, with 
a convenient installment loan that's 
life-insured. It's top-value financing that can 
make a big difference in the actual cost. 

• Let us help you drive a bargain on your next 
deal. 

CROSSTOWN CREDIT UNION LIMITED 

171 Donald St. 947-1243 
1110 Henderson Hwy. 338-0365 
1250 Portage Ave. 783-7081 

Winnipeg. Manitoba 

SERVING THE MENNONITE PEOPLE OF MANITOBA 

( Mirror mix-up) 

The winner of the July Mix-up contest 
was Corinne Dyck, 1182 Kildonan Dr,. 
Winnipeg. The correct answers are lake. 
route. speed, summon, holiday and 
KILOMETRE. The next Mennonite Mir
ror mix-up will appear in our October 
issue. 

PUZZLED PARROTS 

A magician working on a summer 
cruise ship had a pet parrot that would 
very often spoil his act_ The parrot 
would always say to the aUdience, "He 
has the card in his pocket," or "The 
card's up his sleeve." 

One day the ship sank and the 
parrot and the magician found them
selves together on a raft. For four 
days the parrot stared silently at the 
magician. Finally the parrot said: 
"Okay, I give up, What did you do 
with the ship?" 

II 
CP Air offers you 

nonstop service to Amsterdam 
with connections to Germany. 

Come fly with CP Air and let us take you 
to Germany. 

We can whisk you away on one of our 
beautiful orange CP Air jets nonstop to 
Amsterdam and arrange connections to 
Dusseldorf, Hamburg, Munich, Stuttgart, 
Berl in and most other centres in Germany. 

You can also take advantage of our 
low-cost 22 45 day excursion airfares. 
Which means you don't have to reserve 
months ahead. Or put down a deposit. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 

CP Air also offers nonstop service from 
Vancouver and Toronto to Lima. From there 
we can take you on to Santiago or Buenos 
Aires. Or arrange convenient connections to 
Brazil, Bolivia, Uruguay, Paraguay and the 
other countries of South America. 

So call your travel agent. Or CP Air. 

"Have a good flight." 

CPA;r~ 



Participants at the opening meeting in Century n. 

We have come 
from the foor corners 
of the earth ... 
six days in Wichita 

Wichita Kansas was the site of a 
unique gathering of Mennonites from 
around the world for six days at the end 
of JUly. Beginning on Tuesday evening, 
July 25, and ending late Sunday after
noon, July 30, as many as 16,000 Menno
nites from 44 different nations gathered 
in Wichita's Century II arena, and in the 
Cessna Stadium, to worship, discuss, and 
visit together. It was officially termed 
the 10th Assembly (see accompanying 
chart for previous conferences) but in 
terms of numbers and breadth of repre
sentation it proved to be quite unique. 

While the city of Wichita does not have 
a large Mennonite population, it was 
chosen as the site of the conference 
because of its good facilities and its 
nearness to about 23,000 Kansas Menno
nites living in such well-known places as 
Newton, Hesston and Hillsboro. Those 

who anticipated high temperatures in 
southern Kansas at that time of the year 
were not disappointed. For most of the 
conference period the temperature hover
ed around 98°, reaching a high of over 
105° during the outdoor services on 
Saturday. Fortunately the visiting, sing
ing and the prophetic calls for cutbacks in 
our standard of living, could be conducted 
in the large air-conditioned halls of the 
8,000 seat arena. 

This was probably the largest single 
gathering of Mennonites in the church's 
453-year history. But what did the meet
ing signify? What was supposed to hap
pen, and what actually did happen? 

Unlike many of our church conferences, 
the Mennonite World Conference is not a 
decision-making body. No binding deci
sions are made, and churches do not send 
official delegates to vote on their behalf. 

by Roy Vogt 

The African president of the Conference, 
Million Belete, perhaps expressed the 
purpose of the meetings best in his 
opening words: "We have come from the 
four corners of the earth. Let us now 
enjoy the conference and celebrate our 
peoplehood. " 

That is actually what happened. The 
overriding impression of the conference 
was that of a group of people worshipping 
together in a common faith and cele
brating their cultural and linguistic diver
sity. It was a family gathering, but those 
of us from North America who have come 
to think of the Mennonite family largely 
as German and white were thrilled to 
discover that the family has become 
infinitely richer in color and in cultural 
traditions. Almost half of the active 
participants in the conference, those lead
ing in devotions and singing, came from 
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outside of Europe and North America. A 
multilingual songbook, prepared especial
ly for the conference, enabled the large 
gathering, under the excellent direction 
of Mary Oyer, to worship together in a 
moving way. Special choral groups from 
Jamaica, Taiwan, India, the Cheyenne 
Indians of Arizona, Chicago, Canada (The 
Mennonite Childrens' Choir), the Nether
lands, Kenya and Kansas, helped the 
musical parts of the program to become 
the highlight of the conference for many 
participants. The opening choral work, 
entitled "Come Ye", composed by Carol 
Weaver of the Mennonite Brethren Bible 
College in Winnipeg and sung by the 
Eastern Mennonite College Choir, pre
sented the assembly with modern dis
sonant sounds which are still unfamiliar 
and disturbing to many of our people, but 
which may help to remind us that in a 
world filled with conflict we should never 
delude ourselves into thinking that the 
path toward peace will ever be smooth or 
harmonious. The singing of the Cheyenne 
Indians seemed at first to be quite as 
alien, until one sensed a strange similarity 
to the slow and deliberate cadence of our 
Old Colony Mennonites, in which the 
melody becomes submerged in a melan-
choly chant. 

It was clear from these performances. 
and from several plays and speeches, that 
the founding Mennonite Churches in 
Europe and North America have finally 
managed in their missionary endeavours 
to encourage newly emerging Mennonite 
groups to retain their unique cultural 
traditions. This trend was generally ap
plauded at the conference. We all felt 
happy to see our Anabaptist-Evangelical
Fundamentalist theology clothed in new 
languages and customs. It was odd to 
note, however, that the one group of 
Mennonites which still feels ashamed of 
its own customs and language is the 
North American group. We have seem
ingly come to a point in our church 
development where we can look with 
pride to the way in which our Asian and 
African brothers and sisters are inte
grating their new faith with rich, old 
cultural traditions while at the same time 
we feel guilty about attempts being made 
to do the same in our own backyard. We 
want our new brothers and sisters to 
meet us in all their uniqueness, but we 
are afraid that they will be offended, and 
"turned away from the Gospel", if we 
meet them in the same way. Maybe some 
day when our North American churches 
have grown truly cold, and foreign mis
sionaries will be sent from Africa and 
Asia to regenerate us, these missionaries 
will say to us: "Don't give up your unique 
and interesting traditions of language, 
food, music, etc. They are a part of you 
and you shouldn't be ashamed of them. 

But in the meantime we are at least 
giving these other countries their due. 
They are unique, they are often exciting, 
and through the use of seven simul
taneous translation systems (including 

Ameslan for the deaf) much of their spirit 
was effectively communicated to us. The 
North American and European. members 
of the audience often had a difficult time 
deciding when to applaud. Many of us 
have been taught not to applaud in 
church at all. Others hesitate to applaud 
something in which they are partici
pating; they applaud only when it is 
clearly a performance. Most of the per
formances involved some type of partici
pation, so there was a great deal of 
tentative, delayed show of approval. 

The aura of celebration was enhanced 
by more than 30 colorful banners which 
were brought by representatives from as 
many countries and formed the backdrop 
to the stage. There were many emotional 
moments, highlighted perhaps by the 
arrival and introduction of a six-man 
delegation from the Soviet Union. This 

was the first time that a delegation from 
that country was able to take part in such 
a conference. A smaller delegation from 
the U.S.S.R. received permission to at
tend in 1925 but was refused entry into 
Switzerland. The arrival of the six-man 
delegation in the Wichita arena was 
greeted by a standing ovation. The 
spokesman for the group was Michael 
Zhidkov, pastor of the Moscow Baptist 
Church and vice-president of the All 
Union Council of Evangelical Christians 
and Baptists. Zhidkov fielded several 
questions of a political nature at a press 
conference. He said that he knew of no 
Mennonites or Baptists involved in dissi
dent movements in the U.S.S.R., but 
when asked about Georgi Viens, who was 
sentenced to 5-years imprisonment in 
1974 he acknowledged tersely that Viens 
was a Baptist. He observed, "when issues 

BE AN ARMCHAIR GLOBE TROTTER - IT'S FUN! 

27th Season 1978-79 presents 

TEN FASCINATING TRAVELTALE FILMS 
In Gorgeous Colour 

Narrated by Their Producers - In Person 
CHOICE OF FOUR COMPLETE SERIES 

Including a 2:00 p.m. MATINEE Specially 
Tailored for Senior Citizens 

at the Centennial Concer Hall · 6:00 - 8:30 - 2:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

* LONDON 
with Doug Jones 

* TUNISIA 
with Bob Davis 

* DENMARK and GREENLAND 
with Art Wilson 

* THAILAND 
with Ken Armstrong 

* RUSSIA 
with Clay Francisco 

* INDIA 
with Ken Wolfgang 

* EAST AFRICA 
with Russ Potter 

* COLORADO 
with Stan Midgley 

* JAPAN 
with Thayer Soule 

* FINLAND 
with Sid Dodson 

Sept. 11-12 

Sept. 25-26 

Oct. 10-11 

Nov. 15-16 

Dec. 4-5 

Jan. 8-9 

Jan. 22-23 

Feb. 1-2 

Mar. 19-20 

Apr. 10-11 

Season Tickets (10 films) $25, $23, $21 .50 Students $19 .00 
at CBO, The Bay (Downtown and Unicity) Ph . 775-2484 

• Prospectus mailed on request • 

All films are being presented in Winnipeg - Saskatoon - Calgary
Edmonton - Vancouver - Victoria and four in Kelowna, B.C. 

Watch your local papers for complete information. 
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arise, we can voice our opinion else
where, but not in the pulpit." 

The other Russian delegates were 
Henry Goertzen, an MB minister from 
Karaganda, Jacob Fast, a Baptist, Bernard 
Sawatsky, member of an independently 
registered Mennonite congregation in 
Novosibirsk, Traugott Quiring, a former 
MB pastor and now church superinten
dent for Central Asia for the Baptist 
Church, and Sergei Nikolaev, a Baptist 
and the official translator for the group. 
It is estimated that there are now about 
55,000 Mennonites in the U.S.S.R. repre
senting about 9% of the more than 
6000,000 Mennonites in the world. Many 
of these are closely intertwined with the 
Baptists and other groups. Since 1971 
about 6,000 Mennonites from Russia have 
migrated to West Germany. Some of 
these were also at the conference. 

The coming of another delegate from 
the Soviet bloc was unfortunately over
shadowed by the arrival of the Soviet 
group. This was Walter Jantzen, the 
leader of the Mennonite Church in East 
Germany. He, together with his wife, 
was given permission to represent that 
country for the first time. They were able 
to stop in Winnipeg on the way to 
Wichita and spoke in several Mennonite 
churches there. Unfortunately the shabby 
treatment of the J antzens by the Cana
dian consulates in Warsaw, Poland, and 
in Seattle, Washington, exceed in sheer 
stupidity any treatmellt that we have 
ever received in entering East Germany. 

_ pur- consulates and immigration officers 
- seem intent on developing a reputation 

that is inferior to that of almost any other 
western country. 

Each day's meeting centered around a 
major address by a theologian or church 
leader from a different country. The 
general theme of the conference was: 
"The Kingdom of God in a Changing 
World." On the first evening the presi
dent, Million Belete, spoke on the sub
ject, "Christ Establishing the KingdQm". 
He was rather hesitant in his delivery but 
stressed again and again that the over
riding characteristic of God's Kingdom 
was love. At the same time he maintain
ed that "God has no grandchildren", 
meaning that people become children of 
God only upon personal regeneration. 
This was in contrast to a point made by 
David Schroeder on the following morn
ing who spoke on "The Church Repre
senting the Kingdom." Schroeder ob
served that "God is sovereign Lord of all 
peoples and nations and is at work in 
their history as well." Schroeder's talk 
undoubtedly represented the most care
ful biblical interpretation of any of the 
addresses. He sought to maintain a 
tension between God's concern for all 
people and the special calling and respon
sibility of the church. It surely remains 
one of the most difficult problems of 
Christian theology that there are degrees 
of obedience to God both inside the 
church and outside of it so that a 

Speakers at the opening ceremony, Tuesday evening. Among the leaders: Million 
Belete, president (extreme left), Paul Kraybill, executive secretary (third from left) 
Heinz Janzen, chairman, Council of Moderators (4th) Connie Peters, mayor of Wichita 
(extreme right). 

Paul Kraybill, executive secretary, at the podium welcomes conference delegates from 
44 countries. The Russian delegation, receiving a standing ovation from the capacity 
crowd, is at the front at right. The colorful banners in the background are from 
participating churches around the world. 

clear-cut distinction between the church 
and the world is virtually impossible. Of 
all the speakers Schroeder seemed to face 
this dilemma most squarely. Paul Hiebert 
of Pasadena, California, spoke on -"The 
Kingdom Reconciling Humanity." Both he 
and the next speaker, Hank B. Kossen of 
the Netherlands, painted a rather gloomy 
picture of the church's response to the 
needs of the world. Hiebert observed 
that "the church, particularly the church 
in North America, is in desperate need of 

. recapturing the meaning of servanthood. 
Our congregations must be caring com
munities in which we bear one another's 
economic, social, and political burdens, as 
well as spiritual burdens." The . gap be
tween that vision and reality seems to be 
very large indeed. Kossen noted that 

"the Mennonite churches which I know 
usually function more as a mirror of the 
surrounding society than as a city on a 
mountain, which shows by her own way 
of life what all society should be striving 
for." 

In his talk on "The Kingdom Renewing 
,the Environment" Albert Widjaja of In
d~nesia emph~ize? the tremendous so
Cial and economic di{ferences between the 
so-called developing countries of the 
world and the prosperous industrial coun
tries of Europe and North America. He 
hinted at one point that "it may be the 
case that the above imbalance is the fl\ult 
of the poor countries themselves", bu " ite-Jr, 
v~~i. quickly denied that this was the 
case and affirmed instead that "the real 
cause is the underdeveloped civilization 
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produced by the social and political sys
tem of the colonial power of the past." 
This simplistic appeal to an overworked 
Marxist theory of colonial exploitation 
marred much of his subsequent analysis. 
The question of blame \ is undoubtedly 
much, more complex than Widjaja was 
willing to admit, and it surely is no longer 
the really important question. The real 
question is , what can be done now to 
improve the situation? If one has already 
concluded that the richer countries have 
consistently exploited the poorer ones, 
the solution will appear to lie almost 
entirely in forcing those countries to 
return th~ir ill-gotten gains. If the prob
lems are also seen as rooted in the 
countries themselves then internal re
forms become most important. Having 
made his judgment earlier Widjaja ig
nored changes that might be brought 
about in his own region of the world. (for 
further interpretation of this aspect of 
the conference see the editorial, p. 22). 

In between these often heavy, though 
usually quite stimulating sessions, the 
conference participants managed to en
gage in all kinds of activities. About 600 
persons took part in a charismatic meet
ing, at which they were informed (accord
ing to a report in the Wichita Eagle) that 
about 10% of members in the (Old) 
Mennonite Church were members of the 
charismatic movement, while the propor
tion of G.C.'s was "much less" and among 
the MB's "there is exquisitely less yet." 

Special meetings on music, art, peace, 
and many other subjects were held. The 
conference presented a wonderful oppor
tunity to meet with numerous friends 
from Europe and other parts of North 
America. Many families held spElcial 
gatherings, including the Hieberts of the 
U.S. and Canada and a branch of the 
Steinbach Reimers (including Betty Bartel 

of Widhipeg and her sisters). The best 
place to meet these people was around 
the pool of the Holiday Inn. There must 
have been several hundred visitors from 
Manitoba. Some flew down, others towed 
heavy trailers, and some came refreshed 
in air-conditioned cars while others 
steamed in without that luxury. The most 
courageous group was undoubtedly the 
20-odd cyclists who rode their bikes 1000 
miles from Winnipeg. On the last day 
they covered 110 miles against wind in 
98° temperatures and when they arrived 
too late for the opening sessions they 
looked as though they had just crossed 
the Moroccan desert. It was too bad that 
not more recognition was given to unique 
ventures of this type. 

A certain formality was necessarily 
imposed upon the conference proceedings 
by the sheer size of the meetings, but a 
warm and spontaneous spirit quickly 
pervaded the gathering. We were happy 
to be there just to see what about 2%of 
the world-wide Mennonite family looks, 
thinks, eats and acts like. We were not 
disappointed. We understand the feelings 
of one German woman who said that the 
experience of singing "Gott ist die Liebe" 
with 16,000 other ChrIstians was reason 
enough to be there. DUD 

Previous Mennonite World Confer
ences: 

DATE 
1925 
1930 
1936 
1948 
1952 
1957 
1962 
1967 
1972 

PLACE 
Basel-Zurich 
Danzig 
Amsterdam 
Goshen-Newton 
Basel 
Karlsruhe 
Kitchener 
Amsterdam 
Curitiba, Brazil 

F esto Kivengere, bishop, Church of 
Uganda. Mr. Kivengere was the main 
speaker at the open-air service at ASSBa 

Stadium on Sunday evening. 16,000 
Mennonites attended the meeting. 

MaiD ipeaker at the Wedneaclay morning session was Dr. David Schroeder, CMBC 
Million Delete of Nairobi, Kenya, presi- (extreme right). Responding to his talk were (L. to R.) Paul Hofer, (Switzerland) Kilabu 
dent of the Mennonite World Conference • . Dululu (Zaire) and Andrew Lu (Taiwan). 
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Warm feelings 
of a warm conference 

by Susan Froese 

The large, powerful, air conditioned 
bus cruised steadily along, hour after 
hour, mile after mile heading consistently 
south. The flat green wheatfields of 
Manitoba had given way to the ripe grain 
fields of North Dakota, where the com
bines hummed busily along on this cloud
less summer afternoon. The flat land
scape softened and became gently rolling 
as we entered South Dakota. Dusk fell 
and the first faint star appeared in the 
west, as the forty-five travellers, weary, 
but in a mellow mood began to sing. 
'Goldene Abendsonne', 'Weisst du Wie
viel Sternlein Stehen', 'How Great Thou 
Art', 'Bist du sein'-. Song after song, 
verse after verse was dredged from the 
depths of our memory. On and on we 
sang, a lifting folk song, a rousing 
Russian melody, a mournful love song, a 
familiar hymn, until our repertoire was 
depleted or our voices gave way. Silence 
fell at midnight and still the bus rolled on 
and on. "Surely," I mused to my nodding 
neighbor, "This evening's singing will 
prove to be one of the highlights of this 
tour to the Mennonite World Conference 
in Wichita." 

For most of us this was the first time 
to a Mennonite world conference. We 
were a "hastily gotten together" group. 
An eleventh hour decision to charter a 
bus had been successful. Waiting to load 
the bus in Polo Park before seven in the 
morning, each with a pillow and a suit
case, were men, women, old, young, 
farmers, teachers, housewives and stu
dents. We settled into our seats, and 
some turned to their pillows immediately 
to continue their sleep. Those that slept 
were the fortunate ones for it was to be 
nineteen hours before we would reach 
our destination in York, Nebraska that 
night. We were held up for close to an 
hour at the U.S.A. border because of the 
boxes of 500 Bibles that M.C.C. had sent 
to be given to the Russian delegates. One 

of the passengers suggested, when we 
were finally on our way again, that we 
sing, "Du, du liegst mir im Herzen", for 
the custom's officer. With good humor, 
and with little malice, we did sing that 
song, and many, many more. Later at the 
conference someone asked if some books 
could be sent back to Canada with our 
bus. "As long as it's not Bibles," I 
flippantly remarked. However Bibles it 
was, and the same ones at that, but we 
managed to take them back into Canada 
without any problems. The two days of 
travel passed pleasantly with singing, 
visiting, laughing, sleeping and watching 
the passing landscape. We changed seats 
occasionally to get acquainted, and in
evitably found someone that was a sister 
to an old school friend or a cousin to a 
cousin. The temperature rose higher and 
higher and as we rode along Douglas 
A venue into Wichita we were warmly 
welcomed by the 980 F. weather. 

Wichita,Kansas, the chosen site of the 
Tenth Assembly of the Mennonite World 
Conference is a city of roughly 400,000. 
Once a buffalo hunting ground for the 
Wichita Indians, it is now a distributing 
centre for a large farming region that 
produces grains, livestock, and dairy 
products. It lies in the mid-continent oil 
fields and during World War II the four 
airplane factories in Wichita produced 
more war planes then any other city. 
After the war, Wichita became one of the 
leading producers of jet bombers. This 
city, where the first white men settled in 
1868 was now, only 110 years later 
hosting the largest gathering of Menno
nites in history. It was in this city that a 
group of earnest, intense men and women 
kept a 24 hour peace vigil, and proclaim
ed to the government and the people that 
God's kingdom is international, and that 
we do not need armaments. Century II a 
modern, circular shaped building situated 
on a river bank, surrounded by parks and 
fountains, adequately housed most of the 

\ \ \ 

events of this conference. 
My first feelings on entering Century 

II were those of total bewilderment. 
Thousands of people milled about, from 
all parts of the world, in strange dress, 
speaking in many tongues. All were 
wearing a name tag that identified them 
as one of us-a Mennonite. There was 
baggage to be checked, registration, 
housing, transportation to be looked after. 
While doing this we kept bumping into 
people from Winnipeg, old friends and all 
sorts of relatives. After a quick supper it 
was time for the first assembly to begin. 
Already the convention hall was filled to 
overflowing and we had to watch the 
proceedings on a screen in the theatre. 
We learned quickly that one had to be 
early in order to get a seat in the 
convention hall. Million Belete, a black 
African Mennonite, in a beautiful, warm 
loving manner welcomed us all, as bro
thers and sisters in Christ, to the long 
awaited Tenth Mennonite World Confer
ence. 

For many the music was the highlight 
of the conference. The varied choirs and 
musical groups truly reflected the diver
sity of the Mennonite world. Unfamiliar 
sights and sounds, such as the Taiwan's 
Womens' Choir, and Bertha, Little Coyote 
and the Cheyenne singers alternated with 
the more familiar nostalgic singing of the 
Russian delegates, and the Mennonite 
Children's Choir. Mary Oyer, very com
petently and graciously led us in com
munity singing. Together with the sing
ing groups of other cultures she taught us 
to sing many new songs. It was beautiful 
to see how she shared the stage with 
foreign singers and was eager to learn 
from them. 

The musical highlight for me was the 
performance on Sunday afternoon, of the 
commissioned work "Thy Kingdom Come", 
by Esther Wiebe. It was performed by 
the Conference Choir and · Orchestra dir
ected by George Wiebe, together with 
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the Mennonite Children's Choir directed 
by Helen Litz. To my unprofessional ear 
the music sounded joyous, exultant, ex
crutiatingly beautiful. I had visions of the 
composer scribbling furiously, as note 
iifter note poured forth from her soul. 

\ Mrs. Wiebe claims however, that she 
\ laboured harder over this piece than over 
'any other of her compositions. In her 
typically modest way she was relieved 
not to be there to hear it performed. If 
she had been, she would have heard long 
enthusiastic applause. Perhaps, if the 
auqience had by now not been so satiated 
with so much music it would have given 
the performance a standing ovation! 

The seven keynote speakers brought to 
our attention again, very dramatically, 
the many urgent and agonizing world 
problems, such as the armaments race, 
famine, overpopUlation, the depletion of 
the world's resources. These pressing 
problems will hopefully be grappled with 
by all the Mennonite churches in the 
world. The smaller group meetings were 
for more active involvement. At a small 
peace meeting an earnest young woman 
urged us to fast and pray for peace on 
Fridays. She urged us to work for peace, 
to protest the arms race, and refuse to 
pay war taxes even if it meant going to 
jail. Then she went to join the peace vigil 
at the I.R.S. bUilding. At a Women's 
Luncheon a demure, silver haired grand
mother encouraged us to take up the 
servant's role and not usurp the rightful 
leadership role from the men. Contrarily 
a young, dynamic woman deplored the 
fact that though there were seven key
note speakers, of whom two were black 
African, and one an Indonesian, none was 
a woman. "We will have to be more 
assertive," she continued." The men will 
not willingly share their leadership role." 
Had just one woman graced the platform 
in a leadership role, to represent half of 
the world's people, a dimension of fresh
ness, freedom and love would have been 
added to this conference. 

It was fortunate that the bus brought 
us late to the Cessna Stadium Saturday 
evening. We had run out of gas on one of 
the tours of the surrounding countryside. 
When we arrived, the stadium was filled 
except for a few seats way way up in a 
corner of the stadium. The temperature 
had reached 1090 that day, but now a 
balmy breeze blew over the stadium that 
held sixteen and a half thousand people, 
the largest group of Mennonites ever to 
gather in history. I no longer remember 
what the speaker said. My mind having 
been saturated with a million words, 
sights and sounds was no longer recep
tive. I will always remember, however, 
sitting way, way up overlooking the flood 
lit arena, the thousands of people and the 
whole lit-up city of Wichita. I will re
member singing together, listening to the 
500 voice male choir, while the moths 
fluttered wildly around the floodlights 
and the gentle breezes blew our hair and 

caressed our faces. 
Sunday afternoon found our group 

waitinig on the steps of Century II 
anxious to be on our way. The closing 
concert and the communion was over. It 
had been marvelous, we all agreed. It 
was a never to be forgotten experience, 
just being there at this historic event. 
We had had a generous dose of assem
blies, singing, meetings, dramas, discus
sion groups. We had lived in a varified 
atmosphere, on a mountain top, but we 
were now ready to go back to our 
everyday lives. It was good to be on the 
bus again. As sQOn as darkness fell we 
were siniging again. Some new songs had 
been added to our repertoire. We sang 
the Russian song the delegates had sung 
to us. Again we sang until midnight and 
again it was a lovely, lovely tune. mm 

STORK STORY 
The father decided not to inform his 

son of the impending arrival of the 
stork, but as the months progressed, 
the secret became more difficult to 
conceal. Finally, the father felt he had 
to break the news to the little boy. 

"The stork has been flying over our 
house," he explained delicately, "and 
he's going to swoop down very soon 
now." 

"I hope he doesn't scare mommy," 
replied the lad. "She's expecting, you 
know." 

Tell our advertisers you saw them 
when you looked in the MIRROR. 
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Red a~d yellow black and white 
all can be equally Mennonite 

\ 

I 

\. 

by Menno Wiebe 
genuine expression of faith within the a very visible demonstration that the 

If the Mennonite people have been relevant cultural modes. Even so the kingdom has found its way across the 
known as "die Stillen im Lande", tucked song and the arts were the point of cultural and national thresholds despite 
away in agricultural corners of Kansas convergence of thought. Especially the obvious mission errors. For without a 
and Manitoba, then that quiet parochial choral and instrumental music so well history of Mennonite missions there 
quality seems to be coming to an end. At interpreted by ethno-musician and church would be no world-wide Anabaptist peo
least that's what the recent Mennonite hymnologist, Mary Oyer was helpful. plehood to celebrate this kind of confer
World Conference at Wichita, Kansas And it was at the point of our many ence. 
portrayed. singing sessions that the wide varieties of Especially impressive within the rank 

The enthusiastic participation of Men- racial, ideological and perhaps national of participants was the presence of a 
nonite delegates from 44 different coun- barriers were transcended. There was a number of !Jdennonite heavyweights'. 
tries and the strong participation by conferred convergence of mind and faith. Circulating 1mong the crowfts were a 
North American Mennonites points to a The unique melody structures, the dif- good number of prominent }heologians, 
desire to get beyond those restrictive ferent rules of harmony, the rhythm and evangelists, prof~ssors and conference 
denominational and regional boundaries the differences in voice production as well leaders. It is completely ref~eshing to see 
otherwise so characteristic of Mennonite as bodily movements all were points that persons whom we usually {'hear only on 
peoples. At points there were confessions arrested our ground rules for behaviour. the stage, the pulpit or tHe lectern who 
of our too narrow conference parameters. Yet there was mutual acceptance in this now seem to be content to be part of the 
And it is true that our spiritual enclaves cultural diversity. The multi-cultural audien~e. That switch is modern concrete 
guarded by conference, denominational_ f9LmS __ Qfw~rship presented during these demonstration that the Anabaptist pdest
and ethnic boundaries jid-neHoo-x- tllai six days wasacoilVincing_portrayal that hood of believers concept has not heen 
good in this.~auti:ftillnternational forum. the acquisition of the Western culturl1l is cOIl).pletely surrendered to the strong 
T?~clpate in the co~munionJ servi~e, not a prerequisite for participation in the Western notion of a multi-class, profes
beaded by a table at which were standmg kingdom of God. si9nal. chain-of-command hierarchy with
representatives from the six continents of The multi-phased expression and the in the current social orderi To witness 
this world was indeed a religious event handicraft, the music, the visual arts, the presence of John Hq'Ward Yoder, 
unprecedented and a demonstration that drama and instrumental music, the modes Myron Augsberger, Erland ~ altner. C. J. 
the arms of Christ embrace the world not of dress and hair styles, customs of Dyck, George R. Brunk, Corneliu$ Krahn 
just the western or northern half of it. greetings and unique menus, all confirm- even though their names were not on the 

This conference also demonstrated that ed that there indeed was a gathering of program was a healthy sign of continuing 
ethnic white Mennonites are no longer in the tribes of God's people. A revision was Mennonite mutuality at its profoundest. 
the majority of the larger peoplehood. in process of a new peoplehood in the The absence of a few Mennonite spokes
Third World countries were at least as making. To hear the choir and orchestra men on the other hand yielded some 
well represented in the official leadership render three compositions especially pre- negative feelings. 
and in the selection of people making pared for this great convergence of While t~ere w~ indication that Third 
major presentations. Cultural diversity is twentieth century Anabaptists, gave me World Menn~tes had picked up more of 
the new character of the world body of the decided sense that the church does a personalistic perhaps futuristic flavor of 
Anabaptists. To hear and see the Kenya not only do a ritual rerun of the past bu'f'---the Gospel, it is also correct that their 
singers, the Cheyenne ladies group, the that the Lord has new things at given spokesman brought to the agenda some I 
choir from India or the Taiwanese ladies moments in history. This event in Wichita tough existential social issues that are 
choir rendering their faith in song vari- was one such rare moment in the story of unescapable in the exercising of their 
fies the range of cultural expression. The a widening and hopefully faithful new faith. Indonesian spokesman Albert 
wide variety of musical instruments, the Mennonite peoplehood. Widjaja strongly confronted this body 
body movements in the drama and the If foreign missions has been in need of with the church's need to address itself to 
mime was strange to many in the audi- criticism for its lack of cross-cultural world-wide environmental concerns a,nd 
ence. Undoubtedly there will be those sensitivity and/or its siding with external to a more equitable way of world-wide 
Westerns for whom this was more of an colonial bodies, for its denominational economic sharing. Paul Hiebert;' former 
exhibition of foreign curiosity than a competitiveness then this conference was Mennonite Brethren missionary of India 
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Das kanadische 
Einwanderungsgesetz 
ist geandert worde 

, 

1+ Employment and 
Immigration Canada 

Emploiet 
Immigration Canada 

Bud Cullen, Minister Bud Cullen, Ministre 
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Einleitung 
Die Einwanderung ist ein bedeu

tender Faktor irn kanadischen Le
ben. So ist es schon imIner gewesen. 

Die Einwanderung beriihrt uns in 
kultureHer, gesellschaftlicher und 
wiItschaftlicher Hinsicht. Nicht nur 
in Kanada, sondem auch irn Aus
land. 

Unser Einwanderungsgesetz ist 
wesentlich vedindert worden, damit 
die Einwanderung sich weiter posi
tiv fUr Kanada auswirkt. Sie sollten 
wissen, woran Sie sind. Ob Sie 
bereits zur fUnften Generation ge
hiiren oder ob Sie nur in Kanada zu 
Besuch sind. 

Die Aenderungen 
In den letzten vier J ahren haben 

Einzelne und Gruppen Aenderungen 
zu Kanadas Einwanderungspolitik 
und zum Einwanderungsgesetz vor
geschlagen. 

Viele Vorschlage wurden in das 
neue Einwanderungsgesetz aufge-

W ortlaut des Gesetzes die Ziele und 
Grundsatze unserer Einwanderungs
politik deutlich zum Ausdruck. Aus ·· 
ihnen ergeben sich alle weiteren 
Vorschriften und deren Durchfiih
rung durch die Einwanderungsbe
amten. 

Nichtdiskrirninierung. Familien
zusammenfUhrung. Menschliche An-

. teilnahme am Los der FIUchtlinge. 
Und die Ftsrderung der wirtschafts-, 
gesellschafts- und kulturpolitischen 
Ziele Kanadas. 

Lauter schtsne W orte? Dann lesen 
Sie bitte weiter, denn das neue 
Gesetz wurde sorgfaltig ausgear
beitet, damit Kanada auch zu sei
nem Wort stehen kann. 

Was bedeutet das Gesetz fUr 
Einwanderer und Besucher? 

Von jetzt an mUssen Einwanderer 
und Besucher, die zur Arbeit oder 
zum Studium nach Kanada kom
men, aHe Einwanderungsformalita
ten noch vor ihrer Ankunft erledi
gen. Wahrend des Aufenthaltes in 
Kanada lallt sich der Status nicht 
mehr verandem. 

Kanadier konnten schon irnmer 
fUr ihre engeren Verwandten bUr
gen, die nach Kanada einwandem 
woHten. Die neuen Verwandtschafts
kategorien bedeuten u.a., dall es bei 
BUrgschaften fUr Eltem kanadischer 
StaatsangeMriger keine Altersgren
ze mehr gibt. 

Kanada hat schon imIner gemall 
einer Konvention der Vereinten Na
tionen den FIUchtlingen innerhalb 
seiner Grenzen Schutz geboten. Die
ser Schutz ist jetzt irn Gesetz veran
kert. Die neue FIUchtlingskategorie 
bestimInt, wann, wie und weIche 
FIUchtlinge nach Kanada umgesie
delt werden ktsnnen. 

Das neue Gesetz sieht vor, da13 
die Menschenrechte beirn Einwan
derungsverfahren in starkerem 
malle gewahrt werden. Bei Ver
sWllen gegen das Einwanderungsge
setz ist die Ausweisung nicht mehr 
die einzige Strafe; es gibt jetzt auch 
weniger drastische Altemativen. 
Die Einwanderung wird nicht leich
ter, aber besser Uberschaubar. Ein
wanderer und Besucher sollten irn
mer vor ihrer Ausreise mit den 
kanadischen VisumsbeMrden spre
chen. Nur dann wissen sie bei An-

kunft in Kanada genau, woran sie 
sind. 

Was bedeutet es fUr die Kanadier? 
Das neue Einwanderungsgesetz 

ist ein Plan fUr die Gestaltung 
unserer Zukunft. Ein flexibler Plan, 
der unvorhergesehene Aenderungen 
zulallt. Er wird das GefUge der 
kanadischen Gesellschaft allmahlich 
und auf lange Sicht beeinflussen. 
N ach dem neuen Gesetz wird sich 
die Bundesregierung mit den Pro
vinzregierungen in viele Aufgaben 
teilen. Zu diesem Zweck wird sie mit 
den Provinzen Abkommen Uber die 
Planung und DurchfUhrung der Ein
wanderung abschliellen. 

Ein derartiges Abkommen wurde 
vor kurzem bereits mit der Provinz 
Quebec abgeschlossen. 

J edes J ahr werden irn Anschlull 
an Besprechungen zwischen Bund 
und Provinzen Richtzahlen fUr das 
Einwanderungsvolumen bekanntge
geben. Diese Zahlen richten sich 
nach den nationalen, regionalen, 
wirtschafts- und gesellschaftspoliti
schen BedUrfnissen. Man wird den 
Einwanderem nahelegen, sich dort 
niederzulassen, wo man ihre Kennt
nisse wirklich braucht. Man wird 
ihnen davon abraten, sich dort nie
derzulassen, wo sie mit beruflichen 
Schwierigkeiten rechnen mUssen. 

FUr illegale Einwanderer wird das 
Gesetz ganz allgemein scharfer sein 
als zuvor. Ebenso fUr Personen, die 
illegale Einwanderer ausbeuten. 

Selbstverstandlich wird das neue 
Gesetz auch weiterhin Schutz vor 
intemationalen Verbrechem und 
Terroristen bieten. 

Mit diesen und anderen Mitteln 
kann unser neues Einwanderungs
gesetz nur bewirken, Kanada zu 
festigen und zu einem besseren Land 
fUr seine Bewohner zu gestalten. 

Die Zukunft 
Die Zukunft der Einwanderung 

nach Kanada liillt sich nicht mit 
eisemen Regeln festsetzen. Das neue 
kanadische Einwanderungsgesetz 
ist vorbildlich und vereinigt Mensch
lichkeit, Gerechtigkeit, intematio
nales VerantwortungsgefUhl und 
Anpassungsfahigkeit. 

Wir sind stolz darauf. Und wir 
fordem Sie auf, mehr dariiber zu 
erfahren. Fordem Sie beirn zustan
digen Canada Immigration Centre 
unser ausfUhrliches Informations
material an. 
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dramatized the eminence of nuclear de
struction and exposed the incredible ex
penditure of defense items within the 
United States. He pled that the Western 
church must rid itself of its colonial 
paternalism or the vision of the kingdom 
would be lost. In the midst of these 
Wichita sessions, Karl MacIntyre, funda
mentalist radio evangelist from Collings
wood, New Jersey appeared. With his 
usual anti-Communist message he pro
tested this Mennonite World Conference. 
Specifically McIntyre came to protest the 
presence of the Russian delegates. With 
the use of his own portable P A system he 
addressed the crowds outside while his 
assistants demonstrated by carrying anti
Communist plaquecards. McIntyre re
quested ten minutes of time on the 
platform. While this was refused him he 
was offered an audience with Conference 
president, Million Belete. Not only did 
McIntyre refuse that invitation but also 
refused to enter the convention centre in 
fear that someone would be waiting for 
him with a gun or a knife. McIntyre also 
refused the invitation to join a Mennonite 
delegation to Russia in order to visit the 
churches in the Soviet Union. According 
to Bill Snyder, Executive Secretary of 
Mennonite Central Committee, McIntyre 
holds Mennonites in high regard but does 

. not know how to respond to a theology of 
peace and non-resistance. 

Will the Mennonite World Conference 
change anything within the local churches 
the world over? Has it made us more 
faithful to what our unique corporate 
calling in this world is? Will we be a 
people of peace in the midst of eminent 
violence and injustice? 

A strange awe hovered over the very 
large Saturday evening gathering of an 
unprecedented 6,500 Mennonite people. 
To be part of a gathering made up of 
fellow believers from all major parts of 
the world and speakers of many lan
guages was reminiscent of the Pente
costal gathering of the New Testament. I 
think it was the Holy Spirit that was once 
again over us. However, there was an 
ominous appearance of a h;twk above the 
football stadium during the singing of the 
Taiwanese choir. The hawk circled over 
the crowd several times but flew quickly 
away when a small flock of doves came 
from another direction. If others would 
not have also taken note of that occur
rence of winged messengers above us, I 
might have forgotten about it. Perhaps 
the Lord occasionally sends messengers 
other than those on the pulpit especially 
when a people of peace try to sustain 
their particular calling within a nation 
that is so heavily committed to the idols 
of violence. mm 

Last of a 
kind? 
Thoughts 
after the 
Wichita 
Conference 

by John R. Friesen 
The theme of the 10th Mennonite 

World Conference, "The Kingdom of God 
in a Changing World", intended to make 
us more aware of this changing world 
about us. Actually what happened was 
that the 16,000 participants surprisingly 
realized that for them not so much the 
world about is changing (we are more or 
less aware of ecological, national and 
ideological changes) but that the Menno
nite world itself is changing. The style of 
the program reflected some of this: three 
of six major addresses were given by 
non-whites, half of twelve responses 
were non-white, eight of twelve singing 
groups and individuals were non-white . 
There was much more non-verbal action 
like the dance, music, ballet. Thus world 
Mennonitism today is no longer a mono
lithic European ethnic unit and no longer 
does it have a single cultural, racial, 
linguistic and geographic composition. 

The second major address (David 
Schroeder) proposed that the church in 
itself is not the kingdom of God although 
it does witness to it and may represent it. 
The last major address, however, the 
most spectacular speaker, black non
Mennonite Anglican Bishop Festo Kiven
gere formerly of Uganda was not present 
at the earlier sessions and thus unfor
tunately backtracked from the above 
insight when he rhetorically proclaimed: 
the church is the kingdom. So we need to 
ask who the church is. Is it the Menno
nite church? Except for the Anglican 
there was no mention of inter-church 
cooperation, either with evangelical 
groups or with ecumenical churches. One 
could have thought that the Mennonite 
church even with its 70 conferences in 40 
countries alone was the church in the 
world. This may have been the greatest 
weakness of this assembly. We Menno
nites are not alone in the church, at best 
we are part of it, at best, together with 
others but never alone, are we able to 
point to the kingdom. 

The expressed purpose of the MWC 
was fellowship, not issues, not decision 
making. This may be necessary due to 
the wide diversity of Mennonite expres
sions of faith, piety and life-style. Menno's 
children didn't quarrel, yet. They had a 
fine time together singing, praying, danc-
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ing, studying the Bible, visiting, hugging, 
kissing, crying, rejoicing. There was real 
celebration occasionally, and amoving, 
meaningful communion service at the 
close. But this may have been the last 
such peaceful Mennonite "vaspas". Next 
time they will have to get to some of the 
issues that are burning at local, regional 
and international levels such as racism, 
armaments, war, missions, justice, afflu
ence, poverty even if they don't get close 
to solving them. There may well be a 
shake-up. 

The MWC must go on. In future it need 
not display a kaleidoscopic Mennonitism 
for mutual edification; we should be 
aware of that now. We don't need a 
larger conference nor more participating 
countries or cultures. The new structure 
of MWC already indicates a new direction 
in participation and program: 30 whites 
to 40 non-whites. We will have to learn to 
work together on different levels. It is 
one thing to prepare a worship service 
and to celebrate together. It is quite 
another thing to set up a world-wide 
budget for international tasks. Loyalties 
may have to be revised from national to 
international, from provincial to inter
continental, from Mennonite sect to bibli
cal ecumenism. 

We are just beginning, on the one 
hand, to accept the idea that our white 
way of life may not be as Christian as we 
thought (I am not thinking of smoking 
and drinking) and may be more evil than 
we dare to admit. On the other hand we 
are beginning (slowly) to realize that the 
non-white way of life may not have bee\l 
as non-Christian as we had thought and 
that there may be lots of native elements 
within the mission context that are not 
evil at all and can and should be incorpor
ated into the Christian context. Then we 
as a church will more meaningfully be 
able to witness to and be part of "The 
Kingdom of God in a Changing World." 

mm 

Russians G e 
High Marks 

In fluent German, the foul"" Mennonite 
members of the six-man Russian delega
tion attending the 10th Mennonite World 
Conference in Wichita, Kan. expressed 
strong approval of the session to the 
writer immediately following the close of 
the conference. 

Their general impressions were posi
tive. "We received a friendly reception 
here," said Bernard Sawatsky, the lone 
Church Mennonite in the group. "We had 
a good time seeing so many of God's 
children-all happy faces. And we wish 
that we may come together many more 
times," he continued. 

"I am happy to have attended this con
ference for now I have a better idea of 
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the worldwide Mennonite peoplehood and 
its diversified unity in the love of Christ," 
expressed Traugott F. Quiring, one of the 
three Mennonite Brethren in the delega
tion. 

Jacob Fast, another MB, also com
mented on the Christian love experienced 
at the session. "Ware taking with us 
much brotherly love as we became 
acquainted with many brothers and 
sisters. And we observed that God's 
blessing was bestowed here through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Also emphasizing the Christian broth
erly love experienced at the session was 
the third MB and fourth member of the 
delegation, Heinrich Goertzen. "The con
ference has brought us closer to all 
Christians in the world," was his comment. 

Moving to a personal assessment of the 
conference, Sawatsky related: "We have 
learned here much of what we don't have 
and we hope to learn much in the future." 

He also expressed the desire that 
through God's Word many more of God's 
children may be released from the bond
age of sin. 

Quiring said: "My perception has been 
broadened and 1 definitely will bring 
many reports of what 1 have experienced 
here to the brothers and sisters at home 
so that they, too, may be enabled to share 
in this event." 

Fast asserted that "the significance of 
the worldwide Mennonite peoplehood is 
very important to us today, so that more 
people learn to know each other better, 
and pray for peace and the expansion of 
God's Kingdom." 

"I will think of this conference as long 
as 1 live, stated Goertzen. "I also have to 
take home a beautiful baggage containing 
the things 1 have seen, heard and experi
enced and about which 1 can tell the home 
congregation. " 

Did the conference match their expecta
tions? 

"Yes," replied Sawatsky, explaining: 
"We thought we would meet friendly 
faces and be together with many of God's 
children, and all of that we experienced." 

Quiring admitted that he had enter
tained few expectations prior to his 
coming. He did say, however: "I am 
happy that it was a spiritually-oriented 
meeting marked by much singing, praying 
and preaching. Jesus, the Savior of the 
world, was really present." 

'Frivolousness' at Conference 
Four Mennonite guests from the Soviet 

Union expressed their consternation at 
social practices at the 10th Assembly of 
Mennonite World Conference when ques
tioned at a press conference Friday, July 
28. 

Their opinions surfaced when they 
were asked for their observations on how 
freedom has affected church life in the 
United States. Peter Dyck of Akron, Pa. 
translated from German. 

"It's too frivolous," said Henry Goert
zen, Mennonite Brethren minister from 
Karaganda. Goertzen, who said the Rus
sian delegates would not have raised the 
criticisms had they not been asked, added 
that he had misgivings about participating 
in communion at the final service. 

All of the Soviet guests did, however, 
elect to participate in the Lord's Supper 

when the time came Sunday afternoon. 
"When we see your dress and see your 

hair, we'd like to turn our eyes," admitted 
Traugott Quiring, pastor of MB back
ground who is now superintendent for 
Baptist churches in central Asia. "As you 
walk down the street in the Soviet Union 
you can tell if a person is a child of God. 
You can't here." 

Added Quiring, "and when they started 
dancing on stage yesterday ... if we did 
that in our church, even the government 
would step, in." He referred to a worship 
period led by members of the Reba Place 
Fellowship, Evanston, Ill. 

Jacob Fast, currently pastor of the 
l,OOO-member Novosibirsk Baptist 
Church, said that he and the delegation 
all wanted freedom, but if it came to this, 
"may the Lord spare us." 

WESTGATE 
MENNONITE 

COLLEGIATE 

is pleased to announce an enrollment in excess of 200 students for 
1978-79, Some openings still exist in grade 7, and in grades 10, 11 
and 12, 

----- DATES TO REMEMBER ARE: 

September 5 - first day of classes 

September 17 - Opening Program 2:00 p ,m. at Westgate 
Mennonite Collegiate 

September 18 - Special Society Meeting - 8:00 p.m. at Westgate 
Mennonite Collegiate 

October 6 - Westgate Student Workday 

building materials at very competitive prices 

1126 Henderson Hwy. Phone 668-4470 

REDEKOPP LUMBER & SUPPLY LTD. 

mennonite mirror/ august-september 1978/ 15 



f 

c _________ ~ __ a_n_i_to_b_a __ n_e_w_s __________ ) 

Colleen Penner, in a two-year assign
ment with Mennonite Central Committee 
in Winnipeg. Man_, is a receptionist at 
MCC (Canada) headquarters. The daugh
ter of David H. and Sarah Penner. she is 
a member of Oak Lake (Man.) Mennonite 
Church. Colleen received a commercial 
art certificate from the Assiniboine Com
munity College. Brandon. Man .• and has 
been employed by Marv-Eon Signs in 
Winnipeg as a commercial artist. 

Barry and Joyce Suderman have begun 
a two-year voluntary service assignment 
with Mennonite Central Committee in 
Scarborough. Ontario. Barry. who will be 
a workshop coordinator. has been em
ployed in computer operations in Winni
peg. Man. Joyce will serve as secretary
receptionist the first year and case aide 
worker the second. Previously she served 
with MCC as a bookkeeper in Manitoba. 
He is the son of John D. and Tina 
Suderman of Winkler. Man .• and she is 
the daughter of Henry H. and Katie 
Pauls of Morden, Man. They are mem
bers of the Home Street Mennonite 
Church in Winnipeg, Man. 

Anne Schmidt is the new bookkeeper 
at MCC (Manitoba). Anne was secretary 
and bookkeeper for the MB Bible College 
until 1968. and then served as Portage 
Avenue MB church secretary until 1974. 
A two year assignment with MCC saw 
her involved with resettlement of the 
U msiedler fr{)m Russia coming to Ger
many. For the past two years she has 
been secretary for Personnel and VS, 

MCC (Canada). Her addition to the MCC 
(Manitoba) staff will provide additional 
help in the interpretation of MCC pro
gram to Manitoban congregations and 
special interest groups. who are urged to 
make use of her background in their 
programming. Ms. Schmidt replaces 
Joyce Suderman. who has accepted an 
MCC assignment in the Warden Woods 
rroject, an inner city work in Toronto. 

MCC (Manitoba) Board has appointed 
Peter and Janette Andres as VS Co
ordinators. effective in July. Peter and 
Jane are completing a three-year teach
ing assignment in Lesotho. following an 
initial three-year term in Zambia. Par
ents of two children. they are members of 
the Broadway Mennonite Brethren Church 
in Chilliwack. B.C. Their assignment will 
entail investigation and assessment of 
·new areas of Manitoban involvement by 
MCC personnel, and supervision of the 35 
MCC VSers presently serving in Mani
toba in a variety of church and com
munity ministries. The Andres replace 
Peter and Leona Penner, who are com
pleting two years of service in this 
position after teaching with MCC in 
Zambia for six years. They are returning 
to university for further study. Leona in 
E~glish and Peter in mathematics. 

Jeanne Hlldebrand represented her 
class of graduating nurses as valedic
torian at the Grace General Hospital 
School of Nursing graduation held June 
30. 1978. Having completed a two year 
diploma program. Jeanne will be employ
ed as an RN in the Baton Rouge General 
Hospital in Baton Rouge. Louisianna 
following national exams to be written in 
early August. 

Jeanne is the daughter of Dan and 
Hilda Hildebrand of Niverville. 

The Paul Friesen family. serving under 
the Mennonite Brethren Board of Mis
sions/Services, has just returned from 
Peru for a year of study at the Mennonite 
Bbiblical Seminary. They have served 
among the Campa Indians since 1960 and 
plan to return to Peru in 1979. Their 
three sons are in 7th grade. 12th grade 
and first year in college. 

MBBC is pleased to announce that the 
fund raising project for the MBBC multi
purpose building has been completed 
successfully. A total of $410.000 in cash 
and pledges has been raised. 
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Annie Unrau has arrived in West 
Berlin. Germany. to serve as a laboratory 
technologist and part-time nurses' aide. 
The two and one half year assignment is 
with Mennonite Central Committee volun
tary service. Annie received her training 
from Red River Community College and 
studied at St. Boniface General Hospital. 
Winnipeg, Man .• where she has been 
employed as a laboratory technologist. A 
member of the Kronsweide Sommerfelder 
Church in Lowe Farm. Man .• she is the 
daughter of Pete G. and Mary Unrau. 
Lowe Farm. 

M.B. Communications announces the 
following staff appointments: 

N ell Klassen (currently technical direc
tor) has accepted the invitation to become 
director of MBC. effective August 1. 
1978. 

Marvin Thiessen of Edmonton will join 
the MBC staff in mid-September to work 
in English radio and T.V. programming. 
He has worked in commercial TV in 
Edmonton for the last six years. 

Viktor Hamm of Germany. a recent 
immigrant from the U.S.S.R.. will be 
coming to work with the Russian depart
ment of MBC as soon as his visa applica
tion is accepted. 

John J. V ogt of Steinbach was recently 
elected trustee of the Hanover School 
Division. He replaces Dr. Dennis Gies
brecht who resigned from the position. 

TV SPOT SUCCESS 
Over 60 Canadian television stations 

have aired the newest set of public 
service spots produced by Mennonite 
Radio and Television Commission. The 
two spots deal with finding the time to 
spend with one's family and respecting 
the wisdom and experiences of elderly 
persons. The CBC-TV network has also 
accepted the spots and will broadcast 
them across Canada. 

The two spots are a continuation of the 
"Invitation to Live" campaign that urges 
individuals to recognize the potential 
they have to reflect their love. hope and 
reconciliation through God. and share 
this with others in their community. 
Programming directors of the station 
have been impressed by MRTC's efforts 
and have encouraged them to continue 
their productions. 



ladla ehoIr at Pioneer Days (CarDlon Photo). 

CHOIRS VISIT MANITOBA 
The Mennonite Indian Choir. consisting 

of a group of sixteen singers from several 
language areas and representing four 
Mennonite churches of India, visited 
Manitoba from August 5 to August 11. 
They sang in several Mennonite church
es, and also visited the Mennonite Village 
Museum in Steinbach and Camp Arnes, 
north of Gimli. The choir performed at 
the Mennonite World Conference in 
Wichita. 

A Ladies Choir from the Lin Shen Road 
Mennonite Church of Taiwan toured 
Canada on their way to the World 
Conference. On JUly 20th they presented 
a program at the Bethel Mennonite 
Church. 

Dr. Harry Loewen assumes his new 
. appointment to the chair in Mennonite 

Studies at the University of Winnipeg on 
September 1. The chair was established 
at the University as the result of a 
substantial gift from Dr. David Friesen, 
Q.C. of Winnipeg. 

MCC (Manitoba) has appointed Ernie 
Penner as Director of Grosvenor Place. 
Winnipeg. Penner, member of Bethel 
Mennonite Church and a native of Winkler. 
has a background of involvement in 
community work, including membership 
in food coops, work with urban ministries 
in Chicago, and research with the Stu
dent Christian Movement involving needs 
of transients in Winnipeg's core area. A 
graduate of the University of Winnipeg 

and of the Mennonite Bibiical Seminary 
(Elkhart), he served for two years as 
counsellor for Grosvenor Place. This past 
year has been spent in community devel
opment responsibilities for the United 
Church in Winnipeg's core area. Gros
venor Place is an alternative prison for 
young offenders who are referred there 
by the courts. At present, it can serve up 
to twelve people, operating out of two 
houses in central Winnipeg. Penner re
places Henry Dueck who has been with 
the project since its inception. Henry and 
Marie Dueck leave after a seven-year 
term of service, to pastor an EMMC 
congregation in Belize, central America. 

A construction accident, Monday, June 
5 in Freiburg, Germany took the life of 17 
year old Walter Gerbrandt. son of Cana
dian missionaries Elmer and Gertrude 
Gerbrandt who are serving with Global 
Outreach in Germany. 

Walter is the grandson of Mrs. Marie 
Gerbrandt and the late Rev. P. J. 
Gerbrandt of Steinbach. Funeral services 
were held in Freiburg Friday, June 9. 

The Elmer Gerbrandts have been mis
sionaries in Germany for approximately 
25 years. 

Heidi Quiring, daughter of Henry and 
Margaret Quiring of Winnipeg, was 
crowned Miss Manitoba for 1978 at the 
Red River Exhibition in June. Heidi is a 
student at the University of Winnipeg, 
majoring in French and English. 

PETERS CLAN MEETS AT 
STEINBACH 

About 175 members of the Peters clan 
attended the reunion held May 21 at the 
Steinbach Bible Institute. Some arrived 
from points as distant as Chicago, South 
Dakota, Thunder Bay and St. Catharines. 

The Peters family reunion recognized 
Jacob Peters, "Oberschultz" of the Berg
thaI Colony in Russia and the part he 
played in the colony's immigration to · 
Manitoba in 1874. 

The main purpose of the reunion was 
the memorial planned to be erected on 
the unmarked grave of Jacob Peters. 
Eugene Derksen of Steinbach, outlined 
tentative plans for the memorial and a 
committee was formed to make further 
investigations. 

The program included singing, poetry 
presentations, a devotional by Art Neufeld 
applying Psalm 1 to the kind of life Jacob 
Peters led and comments ma..de by vari-
ous people. \ 

The highlight of the event was an 
illustrated history of "Oberschultz" Peters 
given by William Schroeder of Winnipeg, 
author of a book entitled "The Bergthal 
Colony". 

Jacob Peters was born in 1813. He was 
Bergthal Colony's second Oberschultz, a 
very powerful office in Mennonite vil
lages. Mr. Peters held this office for at ~ 
least 22 years in Russia and continued to 
serve in a similar capacity in Manitoba 
until municipalities were organized in 
1884. 

In 1873, SO-year-old Jacob Peters was 
among 12 men who were elected to 
explore Manitoba and the possibility of 
Mennonite immigration to Canada. Chang
ing Russian government and the threat of 
compulsory military service forced the 
Mennonites to consider immigration. 

Jacob Peters was instrumental in the 
Bergthal Colony's immigration to Canada. 
He led the last group of Mennonites to 
Canada in 1876. 

Mrs. Jacob H. Peters, wife of the 
oldest living direct descendant of Jacob 
Peters, said she thought before .the 
Peters clan could consider erecting a 
memorial to their ancestor, they should 
aim to be "living memorials" to the 
memory of their forefather . 

According to a genealogy, there are 
584 descendants of Jacob Peters up to the 
sixth generation. by Carol Talbot 

in the Carillon News 

THE BIGGER HALF 

A fellow was walking along the street 
one day with two small boys, each 
wailing loudly. A neighbor yelled to him, 
asking what was the matter. "What's 
wrong with the whole world," replied the 
man. "I've got three pieces of candy and 
each boy wants two!" 
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C. Wilbert Loewen, currently of Morris. 
Manitoba. has been appointed director of 
grain procurement for the Food Bank of 
Mennonite Central Committee (Canada) 
effective September 1. John R. Dyck 
executive director since 1976 when the 
Food Bank was established. is leaving his 
position at the end of August. The grain 
procurement desk is a recenC-develop
ment and reflects an emphasis on this 
aspect of Food Bank activity. It comes at 
a time of major staff changes. Loewen 
will assume all of the former executive 
director's responsibilities that relate to 
procuring grain for the Food Bank. such 
as contacting farmers' organizations. pre
paring literature. organizing publicity. 
and recruiting, training and supervising 
staff and volunteers working on grain 
procurement. The remaining tasks car
ried out by the current executive director 
will be assumed by the MCC (Canada) 
director of overseas services. Loewen. 
56. has a background in teaching, church 
lay ministry and administration. Original
ly from Steinbach. Manitoba. he has lived 
most of his life in southern Manitoba. 
Loewen is the father of five children. He 
is married to the former Katherine Friesen 
of Steinbach. Two children are still at 
home. 

Elmer Hildebrand. general manager of 
Radio Southern Manitoba. was named 
broadcaster of the year at the annual 
banquet of the Western Association of 
Broadcasters Convention at Jasper. Al
berta. June 6th. He was also elected to a 
year term as Director of the Association. 
The Award was presented to Mr. Hilde
brand for his numerous contributions to 
the Broadcasting Industry across Canada. 
and work in the community of Southern 
Manitoba. The W.A.B. is an Association 
of Radio and Television stations in Mani
toba. Saskatchewan and Alberta. 

The Board of Directors of the Winnipeg 
Mennonite Theatre announces that plans 
have now been finalized for the next 
major production this fall. It will be 
staging an action-filled comedy entitled 
Servant of Two Masters by Carlo Goldoni 
at the Playhouse Theatre on November 
24 th and 25th. This will be its first major 
production in English and we hope that 
those of you who felt that participating in 
a German language play would be diffi
cult, will be able to take part this fall. 

MULTICULTURALISM AND THE 
NEW CONSTITUTION 

Norman Cafik, Minister of State for 
Multiculturalism in addressing the Cana
dian Citizenship Council of Montreal fur
ther outlined and re-confirmed the gov
ernment of Canada's commitment to a 
permanent Policy of Multiculturalism. In 
the White Paper on constitutional reform 
entitled "A Time for Action-Toward the 
Renewal of the Canadian Federation" 
tabled in the House of Commons on June 
12. 1978 by Prime Minister Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau. the government outlined the 
fundamental principles reflecting the bas
ic realities of our society. 

The prime minister indicated that is
sues which were not anticipated when the 
British North America Act was drafted 
111 years ago must be addressed in the 
new Constitution. They include the need 
to guarantee language equality. the re
cognition of the cultural diversity which 
makes Canada an example of brotherhood 
to the world. and the need to ensure that 
the various regions of this nation can 
develop in the way in which their people 
think best. 

One of the significant principles sub
scribed to by the government is "the 
enhancement of the mosaic of cultures". 
Mr. Cafik stated that the following sec
tion is a milestone in the development of 
the Multiculturalism Policy: "The re
newal of the Federation must lead to 
respect for cultural diversity and for the 
right of every citizen. regardless of 
ethnic origin. to equal opportunity. Every 
cultural community should be able to rely 
on the goodwill of the governments in 
preserving its own cultural heritage and 
in discovering and appreciating those of 
other communities." _~-------

An appreciation Day for Dr. and Mrs. 
Stephen Toni was held during the sum
mer in recognition of their forty years of 
service to the Altona Community. 

Tell our advertisers you saw them 
when you looked in the MIRROR. 

"Promoting Excellence In Home Sewing" 

1600 Portage Ave .. Across from Polo Park 
Ph. 775·2548 

Cambrian 
Excavators 

1333 Dugald Road 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Telephone 233-8033 

Frank Hornung 
Manager I 
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QUICK CLEAN-UP 
AFTER TORNADO 

Families in three southern Manitoba 
communities saw the care and labor of 30 
years smashed in 30 seconds when tor
nados touched down late afternoon on 
Monday, June 19. Many barely escaped 
with their lives by taking shelter in 
basements or lying on the floor; one 
person was killed. 

In Aubigny, a small Roman Catholic 
community, 39 families were affected; 
every building was touched. A compar
able amount of damage was done to an 
area around Ste Anne, another French 
Roman Catholic community, and nearby 
Greenland, a Mennonite farming com
munity. 

Assistance came immediately from po
lice, volunteer firemen, and volunteers 
from the community. 

Syd Reimer, vice-chairman of Menno· 
nite Disaster Service in Canada, happen
ed to be in the vicinity when he heard the 
news of the tornado at Aubigny. He 
immediately drove to the community and 
contacted a local group. They formed a 
committee, assisted in some immediate 
care, set up headquarters at the com
munity hall, and sent out a radio appeal 
for volunteers. At 9 p.m. the appeal was 
aired on Radio Southern Manitoba, a 
Mennonite·owned station, and a few mi
nutes later the phones began to ring. 

On Tuesday 250 volunteers and a fleet 
of trucks were on hand to clean up 
rubble, gather scattered debris from the 
fields, and repair houses and barns. Most 
of the volunteers were farmers. They 
came from all over southern Manitoba, 
from the western community of Portage 
La Prairie to Steinbach in the southeast. 

The Red Cross interviewed families 
Monday evening to find out what was 
needed. Their efforts centered on the 
immediate physical needs of the victims. 
Women from the community and other 
volunteers cooked meals in the com· 
munity hall. Hydro crews worked round 
the clock and by some time Tuesday 
restored service. Ben Thiessen, a worker 
at the Eden Mental Health Centre at 
Winkler, spent a day talking to victims. 

Two days later MDS volunteers began 
assisting in clean·up in the Ste Anne
Greenland area, where tornados struck a 
little later and therefore the news got to 
MDS later. By Friday MDS had organ
ized more than 500 volunteers for Aubigny 
and Ste. Anne clean-ups. 

Reimer says the people are taking the 

disaster very well. "In the last few days 
the smiles have been much bigger, be
cause people are getting help in repairing 
the damage." 

MDS was active in the two areas for 
about a month. MCC has committed some 
funds to purchase materials and assist a 
few families who did not have insurance. 

ORCHESTRA HEARD IN A FINE 
CONCERT 

The Mennonite Community Orchestra 
presented an interesting program to an 
enthusiastic audience on June 4 in the 
MBCI Auditorium, Winnipeg. . . 

The first part of the program consisted 
of half a dozen shorter works, such as 
Mozart's familiar "Cavatina and Air" and 
closed impressively with Bach's "Sleepers 
Wake" from Cantata No. 140. It was 
thrilling to hear and see many young 
performers of the intermediate division 
joining with senior players in rendering 
this fine music, and obviously enjoying 
the process as much as the audience did. 

After a short intermission the wood
winds and brass were featured in two 
shorter works by John C. Klassen. The 
second of these was called appropriately 
"A Brotherly Gavotte (in the footsteps of 
Prokofieff)" and showed that the com
poser was particularly adept at com
bining in humorous fashion the music of 
Prokofieffs Classical Symphony with 
some well-known hymn tunes. 

The senior orchestra was heard next in 
several movements from Handel's Water 
Music Suite. Then we heard an effective 
rendition of another new work-Esther 
Wiebe's "Mosaic of Mennonite Hymn 

DERKSEN 

Tunes." This work showed some very 
fine writing for woodwinds and brass in 
contrast with the strings as various 
"kernlieder" were heard to advantage. 
This part of the program culminated in a 
spirited rendition of the first movement 
of Schubert's "Unfinished" Symphony, 
the most challenging work of the eve
ning. 

The program came to a fitting climax 
with several selections for chorus and 
orchestra. The youthful voices of the 
senior choirs of the MBCI and Westgate 
Collegiates blended well in an inspiring 
rendition of Haydn's Te Deum in C and 
Handel's "Hallelujah Amen" from Judas 
Maccabeus. The closing chorus of the Te 
Deum was particularly effective. The 
orchestra provided a secure and most 
capable accompaniment for these works. 

WAR COs MEET 
AT CAMP ASSINIBOIA 

A reunion o(;dternative-ser~i~
ers, mostly from WW II, was held on 
June 17 and 18 at Camp Assinipoia just 
west of Winnipeg. 

The group of about 60 persons regis
tered on Saturday grew to over 100 on 
Sunday afternoon. Many hoped to renew 
old acquaintances with other conscien
tious objectors, many of whom had work
ed together building roads, working in 
hospitals, fighting forest fires, and clear
ing brush in forest camps. The men had 
served in various places from Ontario 
westward to British Columbia. 

The atmosphere was friendly and 
warm, with men and women sitting anp 
chatting. The question "Which camp 
were YOU in?" was often heard in conver-

PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

807 McLeod Ave., Winnipeg, Man. 
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• Renovations and Repairs 

CALL 668-4450 
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sations. Wives accompanied their hus· 
bands. Various Mennonite groups such as 
Old Colony, Sommerfelder, Evangelical 
Mennonite Mission Conference, Evangeli
cal Mennonite Conference, General Con
ference, Mennonite Brethren and Berg
thaler were represented. Several Hut
terites and non-Mennonite persons joined 
in as well. 

The weekend included programs on 
Saturday afternoon, Sunday morning and 
Sunday afternoon. The rest of the time 
was free for relaxing and visiting. Meals 
were served on both days by the ladies of 
the Springstein Mennonite Church. 
Speakers at the programs include j George 
Ens, editor of Der Bote, Jake Neudorf, 
Gladstone and Rev. Gerhard Lohrenz, of 
Winnipeg, Man. Special music was pro
vided under the direction of the John 
Doell family of Horndean. With some 
reminiscing of the past, the program also 
had a present concern that the peace 
stance might continue to be upheld. 

REUNION OF CRYSTAL CITY 
MENNONITE SETTLERS 

Over 200 persons met at Crystal City, 
June 17th, in order to remember the 
decade of 1924-1934 when their families 
settled in the Crystal City area. 

The reunion, organized by a group of 
local persons, was attended by repre
sentatives of each of the Mennonite 
families who moved to the area in the 
decade following 1924. The morning and 
afternoon program included worship, and 
reminiscences by Rev. Gerhard Bock, 
Anna Friesen and other first generation 
Canadians. 

In November 1924, six families, recent
ly emigrated from Russia, purchased the 
McKitrick farm south of Crystal City. 
They were the Gerhard Bocks, Gerhard 
and Sara Friesen, Cornelius and Anna 
Friesen, William Peters, Peter and 
Katherine Falk and Frank Janzen fami
lies. Each family was allotted a 112 section 
of land. That first winter was lived 
communally in the large McKitrick house, 
and the following spring separate homes 
were established. 

In 1928 the group was joined by the 
Hildebrand-Klassen families, and in the 
30's by the Vogts, Loewens, Siemens, 
Funks and Neustaedters. 

The Depression years saw a dispersion 
from the Rosebud district nucleus as 
farms were purchased from Ellglish farm
ers in the Clearwater, Snowflake and 
Purves districts. Dan Neustaedter, Clear
water farmer retired in Winkler, recalled 
the day he helped his parents move onto 
the McLaren farm at Clearwater in 1930. 
As the new family was unloading its 
wagonload of possessions, a buggy, oc
cupied by a man and his young son, 
pulled into the yard. The buggy stopped 
beside the house and the visitor, turning 
to the son beside him, asked, "Froag 
moal auf de Mennoniten send." The 

Anna Friesen converses with Willi and Lena Peters. AD are chDdren of first MeDIloalte 
families in the Crystal City district. Anna Friesen resides in Winkler. The Peters are 
retired in Crystal City. 

Neustaedters were delighted to be wel
comed by someone who spoke their 
language. 

From the beginning, the Mennonite 
families demonstrated a willingness to 
send their children to the public school. 
Local school trustees, expecting the Men
nonites to establish a private school, 
were unprepared when student enroll
ment doubled overnight. In 1925 a new 
school had to be built at Rosebud. 

Rev. William Peters, who had been a 
teacher and preacher in Russia, con
tinued to serve the Crystal City group in 
these capacities. He is credited for initi
ating the Sunday School and Jugend
verein, as well as for giving leadership to 
congregational singing and the church 
choir. 

No church was built until 1948. Up to 
that time worship services were held in 
different homes. "Having the worship at 
our farm", recalled George Friesen, 
Crystal City, "meant special cleaning up. 
Saw horses and planks were set up in the 
house as pews." In the winter visiting 
evangelists such as A. G. Neufeld, Ohm 
Franz Enns and Franz Sawatzky held 
meetings in the homes. "But faith was 
lived, rarely spoken." These stoic farm 
people from the Chortitza colony in 
Russia were reticent to speak of personal 
religious experiences. 

Neil Maxwell, long-time local business
man, acknowledged his appreciation for 
the richness of the Mennonite faith and 
life. Commenting on the early years of 
Mennonite settlement in the Crystal City 
area, he said, "You were at the bottom of 
the ladder financially, but at the top of 
the ladder in religious terms." 

The prosperity of the present Menno
nite farming community at Crystal City is 
a witness to many years of thriftiness and 
hard work. One participant at the re
union voiced a caution to the youth that 

they not be like Esau, willing to sell a 
birthright (roots), for the sake of some
thing that smells good. The contem
porary Mennonite witness is dependent 
on continued sensitivity to the physical 
needs of fellow human beings, and to 
spiritual faithfulness demonstrated by a 
life of simple Christ-likeness. 
- by Irene Friesen Paetkau 
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( - Your word) 

1<\ 
CJiAIaSMATIC ARTICLES IDT 
RESPONSIVE NOTE 

Dear Roy, 
We've read with interest your June 

1978 Mennonite Mirror on the Charis
matic movement . We appreciate the open, 
honest reporting, emphasizing both the 
positive and the negative aspects. 

Our Zairian brothers and sisters seem 
to be natural charismatics. When they 
feel the joy of the Lord, they can't 
contain themselves. There is shouting, 
handclapping, spontaneous singing, beat
ing of drums, dancing. When they like 
something, they will interrupt the pas
tor's sermon by bursting out in songs, 
sometimes appropriate hymns, other 
times songs they make up on the spur of 
the moment. The audience constantly 
participates, verbally and in body lan
guage with what the pastor says. There 
is spontaneous hugging and kissing too, 
but this is performed symbolically. When 
someone is leaving or is being welcomed, 
each member of the congregation will put 
out his arms as though hugging and 
kissing that person. The air literally 
resounds with the smacking of lips. The 
recipient of all this love stands at his 
place beaming and feeling blessed. The 
handshake is the important thing. There 
is a way of clasping hands, thumbs 
together, looking each other in the eye. 
There is the mutual clap, in which two 
people who have just had 'soul contact' 
run toward one another, slapping the 
palms of the right hand together. In 
sorrow they are also just as expressive. 
They weep and wail loudly, throw them
selves on the ground, loosen their hair. 

Having been exposed to this kind of 
worship service for nine years , we feel 
when we come to our churches at home 
that they are too quiet, too reserved. The 
natural 'charisma' (joy) of our Zairian 
believers has rubbed off on us . We are 
able to be more expressive, less re
served. When we reported at one of our 
churches at home, where a small group 
within the church has become charismatic 
and meets on its own, a young woman 
rushed up excitedly at the end of the 
service. She asked if we had received the 

BIBLICAL LOOPHOLES 
A friend visiting a seriously ill lawyer 

in hospital found him sitting up in bed 
frantically leafing through the Bible. 

"What are you doing?" the friend asked. 
"Looking for loopholes," eame the reply. 

Bapti m of the Holy Spirit. When we . 
asked her the reason for her question she 
said, "You're so enthusiastic, so vibrant, 
so different from the last time you were 
here ." We agree with you, Roy. "There is 
too little joy, and too much fear and 
caution, in much of our Christian living." 

Our Mennonite churches in the past 
have neglected to teach us about the Holy 
Spirit and His ministry. When I was 
baptized at the age of 22, the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the life of the believer was 
not emphasized, even though we attend
ed catechism classes for weeks before
hand. With God's help I stumbled on it, 
and what a difference it has made in my 
life! Jesus left us a comforter. Who has 
not been afraid, lonesome, sad, in a 
situation where seemingly no one could 
help. The Comforter is there! 

We, like you, hate the fanfare, the loud 
proclamations of being especially blessed, 
the cheapening of the working of the 
Holy Spirit by exhibiting all manners of 
miraculous instantaneous miracles. We 
wanted nothing to do with it. Then we 
met Rev. Hastings at one of our mis
sionary conferences here in Zaire. He was 
quiet, unassuming, sharing with us in a 
beautiful way the things of the Lord. I 
never thought of him as "one of those." In 
his quiet way he shared with us at one of 
the meetings that he had been given the 
gift of healing. It was a gift God wanted 
him to have, even though he himself had 
not wanted to accept it at first. He didn't 
want to be spectacular, different. But he 
did want to obey God and God kept 
showing Him again and again that he had 
the gift of healing and wanted him to 
exercise it. Rev. Hastings influenced me 
profoundly. I realized that I had the 
responsibility of listening and responding 
to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. As a 
result the Holy Spirit became like a 
person within me. He is someone to 
whom I can turn in times of need when no 
other person on earth can help me. What 
a source of comfort and help this has been 
out here away from our loved ones, in an 
alien culture where we often don't know 
what to expect or to whom togo for help. 
It is through the private study of God's 
word that His truth is revealed to me. It 
is often in personal agonies and turmoil, 
in sleepless nights and times when our 
cross seems too heavy to bear, that the 
work of the Holy Spirit is made known to 
us, quietly, beautifully, comfortingly. 
This is not something instant. The wes
tern world has too many "instants" where 
you just add water. The end result is 
something that has very little nutritional 
value. Christ died in agony on the cross. 
How can this be accepted lightly, treated 
cheaply? To listen to someone's tape, lift 
your arms and make noise, is someone's 
instant way of experiencing the Baptism 
of the Holy Spirit. No, it is a quiet work 
within, a constant openness to the will of 
God, a refusal to disobey, an act of faith. 

A word about Francis Hunter (See 

Paetkau's articl ). H r books hav aU ct
ed me in t hat her enthu ia m and excite
ment for the Lord and His work are 
contageous, and we all need more of it. 
Her downfall is that she is too much of an 
exhibitionist. I have not heard her tape 
on the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, but 
I've read her book. I don't know why 
anyone wants to make a tape of himself 
speaking in tongues, for others to hear. 
When I want to have intimate communion 
with God, I go into the bedroom, close 
the door and draw the curtains. I can 
praise Him in public, but there is a time 
when He and I are alone and I wouldn't 
want anyone else there. My husband and 
I can show a certain amount of affection 
for each other in public. but it becomes 
offensive when overdone. For the most 
intimate communion with one another we 
are alone. 

Coming to your article on the back 
page, Roy, I have a few comments. You 
say you have no desire to speak in 
tongues. In another paragraph you say 
you have no interest in speaking in 
tongues. You also state you have never 
witnessed speaking in tongues. You are a 
little strong in your lack of interest. It's 
Biblical, isn't it , just like fast ing and 
praying? As a pastor, should not all t hree 
deserve your interest? You may not 
receive the gift, but others will and so 
your mind should be open to it . Have you 
not come to that point in your life where 
you" ... do not know how to pray; the 
Spirit himself pleads with God for us in 
groans that words cannot express( 
(Romans 8, 26)? Re paragraph 6: t an we . 
be effective as Christians if we do not 
look within ourselves first , to ma:Jce sure 
our walk is holy and just before the Lord? 
Can we "work with God in the restoration 
of his kingdom" effect ively unless our 
own lives are in order? We must first be 
very sure that we have made things right 
with our fellow men and with God before 
we can begin the kingdom building t ask. 
We cannot do this on our own. We have 
to spend time in Bible Study and prayer 
in order for the Holy Spirit to work 
within us so that we can hear and ol:>ey 
the voice of God. The "other directed, 
cross bearing nature of J esus' message" 
cannot be carried out without the in
dwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

We have never been associated with 
any charismatic group, would tend like 
you to shy away from public display. We 
don't like instant Christianity, instant 
Baptism of the Spirit. Christ's death on 
the cross was anything but instant . He 
spent 30 years preparing for it and death 
was slow and agonizing. We who bear His 
cross cannot expect an easy road, carried 
on by waves of joy and enthusiasm. But it 
is in the nitty gritty every-day problems 
where the person of the Holy Spirit can 
touch us, revitalize us, comfort us as no 
one else can. Is this not charisma? 

Sincerely, 
Elfrieda Schroeder 
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EARNEST BUT SHRILL VOICES 
AT MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE 

As noted elsewhere in this issue, there was much celebra
tion and relaxed visiting at the 10th Mennonite World 
Conference in Wichita. Many visitors engaged happily in 
shopping, swimming, and eating. The worship services and 
the serious addresses on the meaning of God's Kingdom were, 
however, well attended. Mennonites by and large continue to 
take their faith seriously and they listened attentively to the 
many voices interpreting God's will to them. 

As we listened to these voices we were struck by several 
things. First, we thought the basic elements of the Christian 
message were well defined. That message is meant to move us 
to acts of compassion for the true victims of society-the poor, 
the handicapped, those who cannot cope with our intricate 
systems of justice. It challenges our selfishness and many of 
the basic goals found in our society. These aspects of the 
Christian Gospel were clearly identified, so that even those of 
us who have learned to squirm well could not escape their 
impact. 

Further, the voices spoke to us with considerable integrity. 
The people on the stage were not there to advance 
~hemselves. We know several of them personally and respect 
their commitment to the ideals they advocated. It is this 
sincere dedication to some basic Christian goals that en
courages us, despite frequent frustrations, to give ear to many 
of the voices in the Mennonite Church. We may not have the 
most articulate, sophisticated, or smooth spokesmen in the 
world, but a high percentage of them believe what they 
preach and try to live accordingly. Our experience in other 
types of groups has taught us not to underestimate this. 

Those who attended the conference and listened carefully 
will now, in our opinion, have a fairly clear idea of how they 
should organize and direct their lives in order to make them 
more Christian. How many of us will do so is another question, 
but that fault does not lie with the speakers. 

Most of those speakers, however, tried to go a step further , 
and it is here that they ran into some difficulty. They 
encouraged us as Christians to go out into the world to change 
it, and they challenged the world to choose a different course. 
The trouble is that when you deal with the world at large you 
are dealing with a multitude of people and nations, all with 
different systems of values and various degrees of maturity. 
There are nations genuinely afraid of other nations, without 
much faith to sustain them in case of defeat. They will 
continue, despite our best efforts to persuade them otherwise, 
to demand armed defence. Shrill calls for disarmament are, for 
most nations, a useless crying in the wind . There are leaders 
in some of these nations who will frustrate every effort from 
outside to better the lot of their citizens. There are values in 
these countries which make any economic progress extremely 
difficult. Calls for greater compassion on our part to help such 
nations do little to solve such problems. 

Mennonite theology strives for perfection. It tends to call 
for immediate, clear-cut solutions. It pretends that the 
oppressors can be easily identified-they are the same as the 
rich, and the victims are also clearly visible-they are the 
poor and the unemployed. Numerous shrill notes such as this 
were sounded at the conference. Simplistic solutions were 
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advanced, complex issues were evaded. An evening panel 
discussion on "Facing the Issues" proved to be extremely 
disappoint ing. Even the Wichita Eagle was moved to headline: 
"Panel's Refusal to Face Issues Irks Some Mennonite Dele
gates." The paper noted that "dozens of disappointed dele
gates left the arena early when a panel made up of seven 
delegates from five nations avoided most of the issues that the 
program had advertised ... . Two of the panel members, P. M. 
Kumalo of Rhodesia and F. Sacapano of the Philippines 
described how civil war and martial law threatened their 
churches. However, suggestions for dealing with these 
complex political realities were little more specific than 
pledges to continue 'to preach the gospel'. " 

Some of the delegates were frustrated because the panel 
didn't come up with other simplistic solutions like conscien
tious objection. What we missed was a careful analysis of the 
problem facing each country and a realistic appraisal of what 
Christians might do, through limited political actions, to 
participate in at least a partial solution. 

We want to jump to perfect solutions in a world which we 
know doesn't recognize such solutions (and from the midst of a 
church which is also incapable of being perfect). We are 
getting various results. We were informed before the 
conference by a visitor from Germany, Dr. Horst Quiring, that 
three Mennonite young people from Germany have joined the 
terrorist movement. They want instant change and cannot 
abide a world which achieves only partial solutions. One of 
them is sitting in an Israeli jail. Other Mennonites are turning 
to instant interior solutions, through charismatic experiences. 

We feel that there are two approaches that can be taken, 
each with its own opportunities and pitfalls. There are those in 
our midst, like the Reba Place Fellowship in Chicago, who are 
partially withdrawing from the world in order to create new 
communities which will act as models for those outside who 
are open to a new vision of what society should be like. We 
respect such efforts very much . No attempt is made to 
participate directly in the political process. The community is 
concerned to achieve within itself what it hopes the world will 
eventually learn to appreciate for itself. The second approach 
is that chosen consciously or unconsciously by most Menno
nites: to be in the world and to participate in its various power 
structures, in order to change it. We personally at this time 
side with this approach , but we are acutely conscious of its 
pitfalls. The world doesn't necessarily want to be changed, 
and it changes only very slowly and through numerous 
compromises. Issues of right and wrong in this world are 
complex. Perfectionist rhetoric may be of little use . The 
ability to maintain one's ideals , but to work flexibly and 
competently in committees which only partly share those 
values, is one of the main requirements for effective Christian 
work in this arena. 

Many of the voices at the conference spoke to those of us 
who have chosen this second option. Their perfectionist 
counsel, and their shrill and simplistic appeals did little to 
help us . We were inspired, but we weren't instructed. It is in 
this area that we need to do a lot more work before we can 
become effective . R.V. 

--------------



KROEKER SEEDS ,ELLS TO 
GARGILL 

Kroeker Seeds Ltd., a division of the 
Kroeker agri-business of Winkler, has 
been sold to Cargill Grain Co. Ltd., a 
subsidiary of the American firm with 
operations in Canada. 

The sale agreement includes all of the 
special crops activities of Kroeker Seeds. 
including peas. buckwheat and sunflowers. 
and farm chemical operations. 

Owner Walter Kroeker made the 
announcement August 1. The sale is 
subject to the approval of the Canadian 
Foreign Investment Review Agency. 

Ed Elias. seed division manager of 
Kroeker Seeds. and his staff of eight will 
continue to operate the business for 
Cargill. 

The seed business is part of the large 
firm. A. A. Kroeker and Sons Ltd., and 
although it (the seed division) is being 
sold. other divisions such as Kroeker 
Machin;ry-Sales Ltd. and Kroeker Trans-

--porlLtd. are being retained. 

, Irwin Friesen. a seed grain grower 
"'-- rronrRos!!er. Manitoba has been elected 

chairman o{ the Mennonite Central Com
mittee Food Bank. He succeeds Winnipeg 
businessman Arthur DeFehr. Prior to 
becoming a grain farmer. Mr. Friesen 
served for seven years as an inspector 
with the Plant Products Division of the 
Canadian Department of Agriculture and 
for 211z years with the Canadian Seed 
Growers' Association in the area of edu
cation and publicity. He has been a 
member of the board of directors of the 
Food Bank since its inception in 1976. The 
Food Bank is a program of banking grain 
for use in situations where emergency 
food needs arise. It is carried on in 
cooperation with the Canadian Wheat 
Board and the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA). Canadian 
farmers contribute grain to the program. 
and the Mennonite Central Committee 
distributes it in needy areas abroad 
through its network of relief and develop
ment projects in 35 "third world" coun
tries. 

Dick and Mary Anne Plett will serve a 
30-month assignment with Mennonite 
Central Committee in Bolivia, where he 
will work in agriculture and she in public 
health. The son of Ben and Anna Plett of 
Stratton. Ont., he received diplomas from 
both Steinbach (Man.) Bible Institute and 
the University of Manitoba. He has been 
a truck driver in Steinbach. Mary Anne 
Plett, daughter of Cornelius and Mary 
Reimer of Winkler, Man., received her 
psychiatric nursing diploma from Selkirk 
Mental Health Center and has been 
working at St. Joseph Hospital in Winni
peg. Her husband ha rved in Germany 
with Summer Christian rvi . 

Rudy Wiebe. a Canadian author whose 
work has been discussed in the Mirror. 
will be writer-in-residence at the Univer
sity of Calgary this year. He is a staff 
member of the department of English at 
the University of Alberta. 

Dr. Peter Kruegerhas been named 
acting president of the University of 
Calgary as of August 1. He was vice
president for the past 2 years. Dr. 
Kruger attended school at Kleinstadt 
during his childhood and received his 
senior high school education at the MCI 
in Gretna. He also studied at the Univer
sity of Manitoba and Oxford University in 
London. England. 

CLAIMS AGAINST EAST GERMANY 

The Secretary of State for External 
Affairs Don Jamieson. has announced 
that the governments of Canada and the 
German Democratic Republic of East 
Germany have agreed to commence nego
tiations with a view to reaching a settle
ment of outstanding property questions 
between Canadian citizens and the govern
ment of the German Democratic Republic. 

Canadians who have property claims 
outstanding against the German Demo
cratic Republic are to submit details of 
their claims to the Department of External 
Affairs before January 31. 1979. in order 
that they may be considered for inclusion 
in the forthcoming claims negotiations. 

Further details. togehter with forms 
and instructions on procedures to be 
followed by claimants. are available from: 
Economic Law Section, Legal Advisory 
Division, Department of External Affairs. 
Lester B. Pearson Building, 125 Sussex 
Drive. Ottawa, Ontario. KIA OG2 

Persons who have in the past sub
mitted information to the Department of 
External Affairs concerning possible pro
perty claims against the German Demo
cratic Republic should write to the above 
address confirming that their claims re
main unsettled. 

In accordance with well-established in
ternational rules and practice in this field, 
claims of persons who were not Canadian 
citizens at the time of loss cannot be 
included in the negotiations towards a 
claims settlement. 

NO DISCUSSION 
A mother's last words to her small 

son before he went off to a birthday 
party were: "Jimmy, be sure to thank 
the hostess after the party. And if 
there's any food you don't like just 
don't discuss it." 

Everything was fine until Jimmy 
was leaving. He shook hands with the 
hostess and said: "Thank you for the 
cake and ice cream. We won't discuss 
the other stuff." 

News 

ARMS CONTROL ADVISOR 

In accordance with his statement to the 
House of Commons on June 30, the 
Secretary of State for External Affairs 
has announced the creation of a new 
office of adviser on disarmament and 
arms control affairs within the Depart
ment of External Affairs. 

The Disarmament Adviser will be Geof
frey Pearson. currently director general 
of the bureau of United Nations affairs. 
who will assume his new functions in the 
autumn. 

The head of the office will act as 
principal adviser to the under-secretary 
on disarmament policy. including nuclear 
proliferation. arms transfers. and negotia
tions taking place under the auspices of 
the United Nations and in other inter
national bodies. The decision follows 
agreement at the 10th Special Session on 
Disarmament of the General Assembly on 
a program of action on disarmament. 

As an additional means of strengthen
ing Canada's role in disarmament nego
tiations, the Disarmament Adviser will 
explore ways of associating Canadians 
who have special knowledge of the subject 
with his office. A consultative group met 
twice with officials before the Special 
Session on Disarmament and some were 
appointed to act as advisers to the 
Canadian Delegation. The government 
also hopes to be able to encourage 
research and to stimulate public informa
tion activities in relation to disarmament. 

LEGAL NOTE 
Here's how your lawyer would give 

you an apple-
Ihereby give and convey to you, all 

and singular, my estate and interest, 
rights, title. claim and advantages 
with full power to bite, cut and 
otherwise eat the same, or give the 
same away with and or without the 
peel, juice. pulp or pits, anything 
herein before or hereinafter or in any 
other deed, or deeds, instruments of 
whatever nature or kind whatsoever 
to the contrary in anywise notwith
standing." 
A LITTLE HARDER 

A beginner at the game of golf was 
playing a short hole. Taking a full 
swing, he clobbered the ball. It hit a 
tree, bounced off and hit another tree, 
then it ricocheted on to a rock and 
finally landed on the green, about 
three inches from the hole. 

"Darn 11'2 exclaimed the disgusted 
player. "Why didn't I hit it just a little 
harder?" 
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"Go jump in a lake" 
for only $1,995 down (AHOP) 

And that's just what you can do by 
purchasing a Qualico semi
detached home in All Seasons 
Estates, Winnipeg's newest lake
side community. Or, you can go 
fly a kite, sail a boat, or take a bike 
around the 10 acre Lake of All 
Seasons. 

For something completely new, 
there's All Seasons Estates, a 
a lakeside community at ' prices 
you can afford. 

So, go jump in a lake and enjoy 
the good times. 

From $39,895 

Drive north on Henderson Hwy., 
turn right onto Mcivor to Gateway 
Rd . then turn right to Sun Valley 
Drive. 

For more information visit the 
Information Centre at 19 Regatta Rd . 
1-9:30 p.m. daily 
12-7 p.m. Sat. 
12-9:30 p.m. Sun. 

669-0757 

mualiCO Homes a'e Allmdable Homes 

UALICO DEVELOPMENTS LTD. 

SINGLE FAMILY ATTACHED HOMES 
Members of The New Home Certification Program of Manitoba 
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